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12 killed, several trapped as wall
collapses at salt factory in Gujarat's Morbi

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Morbi (Gujarat), May 18: At least 12
labourers were killed when a wall col-
lapsed at a salt-packaging factory in this
district on Wednesday, officials said. The
tragic incident took place at Sagar Salt fac-
tory situated in the Halvad industrial area,
said state Labour and Employment
Minister and local MLA Brijesh Merja."At
least 12 factory workers have died.
Efforts to rescue others who might have
been trapped under the debris are still
on," he said.  Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over the tragedy
and announced a compensation of Rs 2
lakh each for the kin of the deceased. The
tragedy in Morbi caused by a wall collapse
is heart-rending. In this hour of grief, my
thoughts are with the bereaved families.
May the injured recover soon. Local
authorities are providing all possible
assistance to the affected. "The tragedy in

Morbi caused by a wall collapse is heart-

rending. In this hour of grief, my thoughts
are with the bereaved families. May the

injured recover soon. Local authorities

are providing all possible assistance to the
affected," Modi tweeted. Rs. 2 lakh each

from PMNRF would be given to the next
of kin of those who have lost their
lives due to the tragedy in Morbi. The
injured would be given Rs. 50,000:
PM @narendramodi https://t.co/
AlbwctnOUy The PMO also informed
on Twitter that a compensation of Rs
2 lakh each will be given to the next of
kin of the deceased from the Prime
Minister's National Relief Fund. The
injured would be given Rs 50,000
each, it added. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also took to Twitter to
express grief over the tragedy. He
spoke to Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel over phone about
the ongoing rescue work, he said.
CM Patel announced a compensation
of Rs 4 lakh each for the kin of the vic-
tims and gave instructions to the dis-
trict administration about the rescue

and relief work, said a statement by his
office.

Supreme Court grants bail to Indrani Mukerjea
in Sheena Bora murder case

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, May 18: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday granted bail to Indrani
Mukerjea, the prime accused in the murder of
her daughter Sheena Bora, saying that six-
and-a-half years in prison is too long a term
and that the trial will not be completed any-
time soon. A three-judge bench headed by
Justice L Nageswara Rao noted that Indrani
Mukerjea has been in jail since 2015, and said
the trial is not going to be completed anytime
soon as out of 237 witnesses cited by prosecu-
tion only 68 have been examined till date. “The
petitioner is charged with kidnapping with an
intention to murder her daughter after enter-
ing into a criminal conspiracy. The petitioner is
wife of Peter Mukerjea, who is co accused in
the case. The allegation made against the peti-
tioner is that she planned the murder in view
of the live in relationship of her daughter with
Rahul Mukerjea, who is the son of Peter
Mukerjea through his earlier wife,” the bench
said. “We do not intend to make comments on
the merits of the case as it might be detrimen-

tal to the interests of the parties. Taking into
account that petitioner has been in custody for
six-and-a-half-years and even if 50 per cent wit-

nesses are given by prosecution, the trial

would not be over soon, we are of the consid-
ered view that the petitioner is entitled to be
released on bail. “Petitioner is directed to be

released on bail subject to satisfaction of the

trial court and the same conditions imposed
earlier (on Peter Mukerjea ),” the bench also
comprising Justices B R Gavai and A S
Bopanna said. Former media baron Peter
Mukerjea’s marriage to Indrani Mukerjea
ended during her period of incarceration in
2019. Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi
appeared for Indrani Mukerjea, who is cur-
rently lodged at the Byculla women’s prison in
Mumbai following her arrest in August 2015.
The senior lawyer said Indrani Mukerjea has
been in jail for over six years and she is a lady
entitled to special dispensation under Section
437. Rohatgi submitted that the trial is not
going to complete anytime soon as a large
number of witnesses are yet to be examined
while Peter Mukerjea, co-accused in the case,
has already been granted bail in 2020.
Additional Solicitor General S V Raju, appear-
ing for the CBI, told the court that there is
clinching evidence in the form of call records
against Indrani Mukerjea about her involve-
ment in the case. He said 50 per cent of the
remaining witnesses have been given up and
the trial would end soon. 

Manish Sisodia urges Delhi's state universities
to focus on bold, innovative research ideas

Nashir Husain

NEW DELHI: 18TH MAY: The Kejriwal Government has
time and again reinforced that the development of any nation
runs parallel to the amount of research being conducted by its
universities for the welfare of society. In view of the same,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on Wednesday, reviewed
the research projects of state universities and urged them to
focus on innovative research work. Speaking of the research
work being done by state universities in Delhi, Sisodia said,
“Over the years, state universities have worked hard to achieve
greater heights as institutions. But now they need to focus on
research projects that can set a milestone for universities of the
world. In this rapidly changing world, they need to focus on
research which can give immediate solutions to the problems of
society.” While speaking to the vice-chancellors of the universi-
ties, the Deputy CM added that state universities have been
working as an extended arm of the state government, conduct-
ing studies and generating reports from time to time. This has
helped the government in taking many people-centric decisions.
But now they need to think of bigger problems around the world
and conduct innovative research on them. He assured the VCs
that the Kejriwal government is determined to promote innova-
tive research and there would be no shortage of funds from the
government if universities have focused and out-of-the-box

research ideas. Sisodia said, “Our aim is to develop our universi-
ties as world-class institutions and this is possible only through
innovative research in collaboration with universities across the

world. Government will also set up an integrated mechanism to
help state universities collaborate with each other on the proj-
ects of similar interests.” He also added that universities should
focus on developing products that can resolve the issue of
dependency on foriegn made products. Present at the review
meeting, Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar said, “In ancient times,

people from all across the world visited universities like Nalanda
to study and research. We need to bring back that scenario and
make our universities world-class. For this state universities
need to strengthen their research wings and think of bigger
ideas for research in fields of health, technology, social issues,
education, linguistics etc.” During the review meeting VCs of
the state universities presented their research works and briefed
the Deputy CM about their international collaborations. Some of
the innovative research ideas included- *Social Robots* - IIIT
Delhi is developing robots which will have emotional quotient.
Objective is to empower machines with adaptive and emotional
interactive abilities. These social robots react according to the
emotional demands of the children it is assigned to assist. It has
been tested with children with autism and has shown effective
results.  *Indianisation of EV Components* - Usage of EV vehi-
cles is set to rise in the coming years but dependency of the
industry on China or other countries for EV components is a
major concern in India. Thus, DTU is developing an Indianised
version of all EV components such as batteries, power systems
etc. From a Barren plot to wetlands* - Ambedkar University
Delhi took possession of barren land in Dheerpur area of
Gopalpur Village a few years ago, which was earlier used for
gatherings and had developed it into a lush green wetland now.
The newly developed wetland now houses over 90 species of
trees and over 108 species of migratory birds.

CBI arrests S Bhaskararaman in Rs 50 lakh bribery case
Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, May 18: The CBI on Wednesday
arrested S Bhaskararaman, a close associate of
Lok Sabha MP Karti Chidambaram, in connec-
tion with a Rs 50 lakh alleged bribery case for
clearing visas of 263 Chinese nationals work-
ing at Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd in Punjab,
officials said. The bribery incident is reported
to have taken place in 2011 when Karti
Chidambaram's father P Chidambaram was
the Union home minister. The CBI took
Bhaskararaman for questioning late Tuesday
night and he was placed under arrest in the
early hours of Wednesday, the officials said.
The agency has alleged that Bhaskaraman
was approached by Vikas Makharia, the then
associate vice president of Talwandi Sabo
Power Ltd (TSPL), for the reissue of project
visas for 263 Chinese workers working at the
Mansa-based power plant which was in the
process of being set up. The CBI FIR, which
contains a findings of the investigating officer
who probed the PE, has alleged that
Makharia approached Karti through his "close
associate/front man" Bhaskararaman, the offi-
cials said. "They devised a back-door way to
defeat the purpose of ceiling (maximum of proj-

ect visas permissible to the company's plant) by
granting permission to reuse 263 project visas
allotted to the said Chinese company's officials,"
they said. Project visas were a special type of visa
introduced in 2010 for the power and steel sector

for which detailed guidelines were issued during
P Chidambaram's tenure as the home minister
but there was no provision of reissue of project
visas, the FIR alleged. "As per prevalent guide-

lines, deviation in rare and exceptional cases
could be considered and granted only with the
approval of the Home Secretary. However, in
view of the above circumstances, the deviation in
terms of reuse of project visas is likely to be

approved by the then Home Minister...," it
further alleged. Makharia allegedly submit-
ted a letter to the Home Ministry on July 30,
2011, seeking approval to reuse the project
visas allotted to his company, which was
approved within a month and permission was
issued, the officials said. “On August 17,
2011, Makharia, on being directed by
Bhaskararaman, sent a copy of the above let-
ter dated July 30, 2011 to him through e-mail
which was forwarded to
Karti...Bhakaskararaman after discussion
with P Chidambaram, the then Home
Minister, demanded an illegal gratification of
Rs 50 lakh for ensuring the approval," the
FIR alleged. It alleged that the payment of
the said bribe was routed from TSPL to Karti
and Bhaskararaman through Mumbai-based

Bell Tools Ltd with payments camouflaged
under two invoices raised for consultancy and
out of pocket expenses for Chinese visas related
works.

Jayprakash

Lucknow, May 18: BSP president
Mayawati on Wednesday lashed out at the
BJP for allegedly targeting religious

places to divert people’s attention from
issues like poverty, unemployment and
inflation and cautioned that it will only
weaken the country. She also said chang-
ing the names of the places associated
with a particular religion will only create
hatred. “In order to divert people’s atten-
tion from issues like rising poverty, unem-
ployment and skyrocketing inflation in
the country, BJP and its associate organi-

sations are specially targeting religious
places and this is not hidden from any-
one,” Mayawati told newspersons here.
“This can spoil the situation anytime.
Years after Independence, the manner in
which people’s religious sentiments are
being incited, as part of a conspiracy in
the guise of Gyanvapi, Mathura, Taj
Mahal and other places, will not strength-
en the country but will only weaken it.
The BJP needs to pay attention to this,”
she said. The BSP supremo’s comments
come in the wake of the ongoing develop-
ments and court hearings related to long-
standing disputes of Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi, Krishna Janmasthan in Mathura
as well as a recent petition moved in the
Lucknow bench of the Allahabad high
court to open 22 closed rooms in the Taj
Mahal to ascertain the presence of Hindu
idols. She also alleged that names of
places associated with a particular reli-
gion are being changed one after another.
“The names of places associated with a
particular religion are being changed one
by one. This will not lead to peace, harmo-
ny or brotherhood, but would only create
mutual hatred in the country. 

Wine shop employee killed,
3 injured in grenade attack
by burqa-clad terrorist in

J-K’s Baramulla
Srinagar, May 18: A burqa-clad terrorist walked up to

a newly-opened wine shop in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Baramulla district, dropped a grenade inside through the
porthole window, causing an explosion which killed one
employee and left three others injured, police said. A
police spokesman said the attacker was riding pillion on
a bike that stopped near the wine shop at Dewan Bagh in
Baramulla around 8.30 pm. “The pillion rider wearing a
Burqa walked to the window of the wine shop and
dropped a grenade inside the shop through the porthole
window and thereafter fled away on the bike from the
spot,” he said. “Four employees of the said shop got
injured. Among them one succumbed to his injuries,” the
spokesman said. He said the four employees have
received splinter injuries in the terror attack. “All the
injured were immediately shifted to a nearby hospital.
However, one of the injured identified as Ranjit Singh, a
resident of Bakra in Rajouri district, succumbed to
injuries,” he added. The other injured employees have
been identified as Govardhan Singh, Ravi Kumar, both
residents of Billawar in Kathua and Govind Singh, a res-
ident of Kangra in Rajouri, he said adding Govind Singh
has been referred to Srinagar hospital for specialised
treatment. The spokesman said senior police officers
immediately reached the crime scene. 

Congress general secretaries
meet to draft actionable points

New Delhi, May 18: Back from the Udaipur Chintan
Shivir, Congress general secretaries met here on
Tuesday to draft actionable points for the implementa-
tion of promises contained in the Nav Sankalp

Declaration. Party
general secretary
Ajay Maken said in
the Congress con-
stitution there was
no provision of a
fixed term for party
president. So the
five-year fixed term
rule would not
apply to Sonia
Gandhi. The rule,
he said, was only
for AICC office-

bearers. The meeting will continue on Wednesday also,
with signs that the party will use the ongoing internal
election process to ensure 50 per cent positions for under
50 year leaders across all levels of the AICC. Party gen-
eral secretary Ajay Maken today clarified that the com-
mittees promised in the declaration, including the politi-
cal advisory committee to Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, will be constituted only after the CWC is restruc-
tured to reflect the 50 under 50 pledge. Maken said the
Congress would tell people that the BJP, by treating India
as a group of geographical land mass, was dividing it.

BJP targeting religious places to divert people’s
attention from issues like unemployment: Mayawati

Fire breaks out near
judges' chamber at

Rohini Court
New Delhi, May 18: A fire broke

out near a judges' chamber on the sec-
ond floor of the Rohini Court on
Wednesday, officials said. "A call
regarding a fire at Rohini courtroom
number 210 on the second floor was
received at around 11.10 am after
which five fire tenders were rushed to
the spot," Delhi Fire Service Director
Atul Garg said. The fire started in an
air-conditioner in the room near the
judges' chamber, he said. In a state-
ment, North Delhi Lawyers'
Association said regular incidents of
fire in court premises were a scary
affair for everyone who visits courts,
including petitioners, advocates and
judges. The lives of thousands of peo-
ple are at stake due to these incidents,
it said. "Each district court has its own
maintenance committee and the fire
department has a responsibility to
check all equipment is functional.
Frequent incidents of fire in court
premises indicate that there is a need
to pay special attention towards fire
safety in courts, which is not taken care
of by the authorities," 
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Chhattisgarh. Uike Bheema (33) has been waiting for his
brother Uike Pandu’s Aadhaar card, watch and other belong-
ings, which he claimed were with the police, since the 22-year-
old died in the firing by security forces on protesting tribals in
Chhattisgarh’s Mokur near Silger on May 17, 2021.
Government’s outreach initiatives since the bloody confronta-
tion, including paved road, a ration shop, a health centre, and
a community hall, have only added to the simmering resent-
ment among the tribals who say their main demands of
removal of the camp and compensation were unmet. Three
tribals had died of bullet wounds on May 17 last year when
they were part of a mob protesting against a new CRPF camp
at Mokur. Police say those killed were maoists, a claim vehe-
mently denied by the tribals and the affected families. Even as
a sit-in under the banner of Moolwasi Bachao Manch has
been on since the Mokur firing, hundreds of tribals from over
30 villages of three districts — Bijapur, Dantewada and
Sukma — gathered at Silger village, 108 km from Sukma and
70 km from the Bijapur district headquarters, on the first
anniversary. Across the Mokur camp, a green memorial bears
five names — Kowasi Wagah, Ursa Bheema and Uika Pandu
who died in the firing on May 17 last year, and Punem Somali
and Midiyam Masa. Somali, a pregnant woman who had par-
ticipated in the protest got injured in the stampede after the
firing and later succumbed to her injuries. Masa of Tolavarti
in Sukma was detained and allegedly killed by security per-
sonnel on May 22 last year.  The state government has been
trying to placate the tribals without success. Between the
camp and the memorial is a ration shop started by the Sukma
district administration as part of its outreach programme.
Aadhaar and ration cards were also made at special camps,
besides a primary health centre at Tarrem, 6 km from Silger,
was made operational. Sunil Korsa (28) of Silger village
claimed that he owned 6 acres of the 10 acres that house the
Mokur camp. “I had met CM Bhupesh Baghel, who promised
compensation. However, I have not received a penny,” he said,
adding, “I have lost trust in the government. I will not vote for
either parties in the next election.” Those who took part in the

firing anniversary protest rally on Tuesday were critical of the
central as well as state governments, which was evident from
the slogans they were raising. Ursa Bheema’s daughter Paike
said in Gondi, “After my father’s death, my brothers had to
drop out of school to work. We have only faced hardships in
the last one year.” Uike Bheema recounted how his younger
brother who had gone to take part in the protest, never came
back. “He had just started his life.  He was not related to
maoists. We didn’t even get his clothes, his Aadhaar card and
other belongings,” he said. For the members of Moolwasi
Bachao Manch, the Silger protest is one of the many battle-
fronts against the security forces. “Everywhere in Bastar
region, police and other forces are indulging in killings and
other brutalities against tribals.
If nothing else works, tribals
are framed in fake cases and
jailed. The government is not
protecting us. Our MLA has not
visited us even once during one
year of protest. 

Silger firing: Tribals’ demands stand
unresolved, their distrust in govt deepening

- Deepak Kumar
New Delhi, May 18: Ever since the Ramjanma Bhoomi

Movement started, an atmosphere against Muslims has
been created in the country. Muslims began to be distrust-
ed. It is not that this situation was not so earlier. But this
feeling has started coming out in public discussion now and
is appearing to get transformed into a chasm today.
Our two TV series Mahabharat and Ramayan also
have had a role in this. I myself saw that people used
to watch these serials after removing their
footwears. Those who intended to draw a political
mileage from this movement did so a lot. From this
movement, the illusion of the ruling party of that
time has broken that if the minority community is
ignored, then the country will immerse in violence,
and the like, and it will not be possible to come in
power. The current ruling party has not given a sin-
gle ticket to Muslim candidates and has still won
303 seats out of 543 seats in the Lok Sabha, which is
a proof of this trend. But today, an atmosphere is
being created through the loudspeaker controversy,
Gyanvapi Mosque, recitation of Hanuman Chalisa,
disturbances during azan, bulldozer activities, etc.,
especially in those states where ruling party of the
centre is not there. We are first an Indian, and our
religion, sect or ideology comes next. This feeling is
getting lost, but this environment is taking our
country towards a possibility of serious religious
violence, which we have not seen till date. The inci-
dents in Kashmir and the Mumbai serial bomb
blasts were acts of foreign conspiracy rather than
being a result of some religious conspiracy. We
need to appreciate this fact.  The scar of the 1947
Partition was painful, but that wound has healed
with the generation of those times. India was parti-
tioned at the instance of Jinnah. There was a time
before 1975 when a riot in a city resulted in a series
of riots in 30-35 cities within few hours. But due to cohabi-
tation in a single jail during the emergency period, the lead-
ers of both the communities understood each other, and its
result is, today, no chain of riots is formed.   There is no
doubt about it that Muslims were invaders and were trying
to plunder our subcontinent since the 11th century AD
through invasions. But this is also true that kings of Egypt,
Central Asia, Iran, and Afghanistan ruled complete Indian
subcontinent for 739 years during which 50 kings of five
dynasties came to power.  Certainly, they have must com-
mitted wrongdoings to propagate their culture and religion.
If a king wants to rule a place, then, at first, he destroys its
religious and cultural heritage. What did the Taliban do in
Afghanistan? The same happened in our country. When Adi
Shankaracharya tried to reestablish the San?tana Dharma,
at that time, an attempt was made to erase Buddhist and
Jain symbols. Many of us must have visited the Angkor Wat

Temple in Cambodia. It is a San?tani temple, but the
Buddhism army converted it into a Buddhist temple.
However, even today, clear evidence of San?tana Dharma
and paintings can be seen in that temple. Those of us who
have gone to Karnataka must have heard stories about who
looted Sringeri Math. For this reason, name of Shivaji is not
held with reverence in Karnataka. The ruler does not have

any religion; he only wants to fill his coffers. Today, if any
Hindu is able to get some money, then the first thing he
does is to buy silver idol of his cherished deity to install in
the house. The same sentiment holds true for our temples.
For this reason, our temples have been source of magnifi-
cence of treasure and will remain so in future, and so, they
were ransacked again and again. If you see a mosque, then
it does not have anything to be worth plundering. I have
seen mosques of the Middle East. Today, they are spread
with rugs. There is nothing else to plunder. The mosques of
our country have only sackcloth. Then, if our kings did not
go outside India, then whom would we have plundered?
Those who talk about culture, they should under state reli-
gion, national interest, and culture. Today, we are support-
ing Russia. Can our prime minister say conscientiously that
he is following the policy evolved from the Indian/Hindu
culture? No, because our national interest is compelling us

that we side with Russia.   A new controversy has begun on
Taj Mahal. The basic contention is whether Qutub Minar,
Taj Mahal, and Red Fort of Delhi were Hindu temples or
forts of Hindu kings. This dispute has arisen from book
written by P.N. Oak, who was a member of Hindu
Mahasabha 40 years ago. This description does not come
anywhere that Shah Jahan broke temples. But this is possi-

ble that the forts of those Hindu kings which must
might have been occupied were built again through
reconstruction. The details of construction of Red
Fort and Taj Mahal along with the expenditure are
available in the books of Muslim rulers. The land on
which Taj Mahal was made might have been fiefdom
of Raja Man Singh. But an emperor like Shah Jahan
who could spend Rs. 250 crores (32 million) in 1653
for the construction of the monument would have
forcibly usurped the land, this argument does not
appear to be convincing. Secondly, they are historical
and cultural pride of our country. By creating contro-
versy over them, what sort of civility we want to dis-
play? If the names of roads are being changed, then
should be also change the method of measurement
of land merely because it invented by Akbar adminis-
tration? There is a feeling of respect towards
Maharana Pratap, but it should not be forgotten that
his children and brothers held what positions in the
court and army of Akbar. In fact, Maharana Pratap can
be compared with the Ukranian President Volodomyr
Zelenskyy who is fighting for his prestige. But our
government is supporting Russia against him. Why
this duplicitous policy?  I had gone to Jerash City of
Jordan. There is a fort near it which is called as Ajloun
Castle. The work of tomb of that castle and that of Taj
Mahal is almost same and moreover, on these sub-
jects, our courts and Archaeological Survey of India
have already given their judgments.  These days the
issue of Gyanvapi Mosque has come to limelight with
much commotion.  I had gone to Banaras around 40-

45 years ago and there, I had on my own saw clear signs of
Hindu civilization at the rear of the wall of the mosque. I
wanted to go inside the mosque, but I was stopped from
doing so. Today, any Muslim who visits Mathura should ask
himself about the relevance of Shri Krishna Janmasthan
Temple for them. The ancient Nalanda University which was
established by Emperor Kumara Gupt in 5th century AD
and where people came over from the whole of Asia to study
was destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji in 12th century AD. We
should see history from the prism of history and not from
that of religion. Today, an economic power like Japan keeps
seeking apology from the whole of world for the excesses
committed by its forces in the 18-19th century AD, and this
stand has not lowered its stature in any way. On the con-
trary, the prestige of Japanese has only increased in the
world. 

(writer is a thinker, senior journalist & psephologist)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
If is hereby informed to the public
at large that my client, NEERAJ
KUMAR BANSAL, S/o ANAND
KUMAR BANSAL, R/o F-145,
SECOND FLOOR, VIKAS PURI,
WEST DELHI, DELHI- 110018
Known as NEERAJ KUMAR
BANSAL and NEERAJ KR.
BANSAL and his father Name is
ANAND KUMAR BANSAL and A
K BANSAL Is the name of same
person vide Affidavit dated May
17, 2022 at Delhi for all purposes.

RAVINDRA KUMAR
ADVOCATE

Civil Bar Room No. 2,
Tis Hajari Courts. Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Ajay Kumar S/o Hari Chand resid-
ing at Near Syndicate Bank, 396,
Bharthal Village, Delhi-110077
declare that name of mine and
my wife has been wrongly written
as Ajay Kumar Godara and
Kamlesh Godara in my minor
daughter namely Anjali Godara
aged 17 years in her educational
and other documents. The actual
name of mine and my wife is
Kamlesh and Ajay Kumar which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Tamanna Godara D/o Ajay Kumar
residing at Near Syndicate Bank,
396, Bharthal Village, Delhi-
110077 declare that name of my
father and mother has been
wrongly written as Ajay Godara
and Kamlesh Godara in my edu-
cational and other documents.
The actual name of my father and
mother is Ajay Kumar and
Kamlesh which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASLAM ALI S/O RIYASAT
ALI  residing at H NO-RZ-49J
GALI NO-7 TUGHLAKABAD
EXTENSION VTC KALKAJI
have changed my  name  to
MD ASLAM ALI  for all future
purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Ifran Ahmed S/o Abdul
Rehman R/o D-42, Basti
Hazrat Nizamuddin, Delhi-
110013 have changed my
name to Ifran Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE
I, Virender Kumar S/o Kedar
Nath Sharma R/o H.No.38 WS,
Street No.3, Gali Bhagat
Singh, Sudamapuri, Babar Pur,
Delhi-110032 have changed
my name to Virender Kumar
Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
I, Zainab Ekka Sultan Sumitra
Ekka Alias w/o Late. Mohammed
Sultan R/o 81, Shri Badrinath
Apartment, Sec-4, Plot No-18,
Dwarka, Delhi-110078, have
changed my name to Sumitra
Ekka permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, SHABAB HYDER S/O VIKAR
HYDER residing at H NO-18,
STREET NO-2, RASHID MAR-
KET, GANESH PARK, KRISH-
NA NAGAR, DELHI-110051
have changed my name to
SHABAB HAIDER for all future
purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Asma Siddiqi W/o Mohd.
Kashif Jamal R/o House No
2569, Gali Haji Qayamuddin,
Baradari, Ballimaran Delhi-
110006 declare that I have
changed my name from Asma
Siddiqui to Asma Siddiqi for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY S/O SHEETAL DASS
NAVLANI  residing at H NO-G-
46, 2ND FLOOR, LAJPAT
NAGAR-III, DELHI-110024 have
changed my name to SANJAY
NAVLANI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONIA NAVLANI W/O SAN-
JAY NAVLANI  residing at H NO-
G-46, 2ND FLOOR, LAJPAT
NAGAR-III, DELHI-110024 have
changed my name to ANCHAL
NAVLANI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Sultan S/O Nafees R/O House
No.53 Ghasipura, Mansoorpur,
Mansupur, Muzaffnagar,
Jansata, Uttar pradesh, 251203
Have Changed My Name From
Sultan To Sultan Ansari For All
Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I.Afaq Ahmed s/o Abdul
Rasheed R/o B 962/20, Gali No-
20 B- Block, Subhash Mohalla
North Ghonda ,Garhi Mendu,
Bhajan Pura North East Delhi
Delhi 110053 ,have changed the
name  Afaq Ahmad S/o Abdul
Rashid for all future porposes.

NAME CHANGE
I ABRAR CHAUDHRY S/O
MATEEM R/O H.N0-1551 PAR-
VATIA COLONY, FARIDABAD
HARYANA -121005 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
ABRAR ANSARI FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I NASIM HAJI S/O HAMEED
R/O N0-80 ALAPUR MOHALLA
KHEDA WARD N0-13 BUDAUN
UTTAR PRADESH-243631
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MATEEM FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES.
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Experts warn arms for Ukraine could end up in wrong hands
interests or those of civilians," it unresolved conflict in the eastern part Paris. Western countries have been 
added, pointing especially to small of the country and general anxiety r a m p i n g  u p  w e a p o n s  a n d  
arms. towards local security conditions" ammunition shipments to Ukraine as 

could explain increased demand for Kyiv fights off a Russian invasion, O V E R W H E L M I N G  
weapons among ordinary people, SAS but arms trade experts warn some of CHALLENGE'
researcher Matt Schroeder said. the lethal assistance could end up Following the collapse of the Soviet 
Looking ahead, "collecting these falling into the wrong hands. Ukraine Union, many weapons stockpiled in 
weapons and disposing of them in particular has a history as a hub of Ukraine were shipped off to other 
properly would be an overwhelming the arms trade during the 1990s, countries and conflict zones around the 
challenge for any government, let alone setting off alarm bells for those who Switchblade kamikaze drones, 7,000 world. That looting of the country's 
one that is still fighting an existential study illicit flows. assault rifles with 50 million rounds of arms supplies resumed following 
threat," he added. Even before the ammunition, laser-guided missiles and "There are very significant risks Russia's 2014 annexation of the 
current conflict, the US military's radar systems to detect enemy drones associated to the proliferation of Ukrainian Black Sea peninsula of 
inspector general in 2020 questioned and incoming artillery fire. "While the weapons in Ukraine at the moment, in Crimea and the seizure of two regions 
the level of surveillance of weapons response to providing more weapons to particular regarding small arms and in the east of Ukraine by pro-Moscow 
sent to Ukraine. Annie Shiel of the Ukraine is understandable..., it would light weapons," said Nils Duquet, a separatists.According to the Small 
Center for Civilians in Conflict (Civic) be prudent to consider the immediate researcher and director of the Flemish Arms Survey (SAS) by the Geneva-
warned that "there has been very little and long-term security implications," Peace Institute. Western nations, above based Institute of International and 
transparency around what risk the US-based Stimson Center think-all the US, have announced successive Development Studies, 300,000 light 
mitigation or monitoring steps the US tank said in March. "We’ve seen time shipments of both light and heavy weapons were stolen or lost between 
and other countries sending weapons to and time again how arms aimed at weapons for Kyiv's forces since 2013 and 2015, with just 4,000 
Ukraine have taken, if any... to ensure aiding an ally in one conflict have Russian troops crossed the Ukrainian retrieved since then. Rather than being 
the protection of civilians". The aid found their way to the frontlines of border on February 24. Washington shipped abroad as in the 1990s, most of 
group has called for deliveries to be tied unforeseen battlefields, often in the alone has delivered or promised these ended up on the black market 
to human rights commitments.hands of groups at odds with US military gear, including hundreds of within Ukraine, the SAS found. "The 

Ukrainian schools targeted: Russia's alleged war crimes bombs the future | Videos

Global pollution kills 9 million 
people a year, says study; 
India, China top the list

World. A new study blames pollution of all 
types for 9 million deaths a year globally, with 
the death toll attributed to dirty air from cars, 
trucks and industry rising 55% since 2000. 
That increase is offset by fewer pollution 
deaths from primitive indoor stoves and water 
contaminated with human and animal waste, 
so overall pollution deaths in 2019 are about 
the same as in 2015. The United States is the 
only fully industrialized country in the top 10 
nations for total pollution deaths, ranking 7th 
with 142,883 deaths blamed on pollution in 
2019, sandwiched between Bangladesh and 
Ethiopia, according to a new study in the 
journal The Lancet Planetary Health. 
Tuesday’s pre-pandemic study is based on 
calculations derived from the Global Burden 
of Disease database and the Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle. 
India and China lead the world in pollution 
deaths with nearly 2.4 million and almost 2.2 
million deaths a year, but the two nations also 
have the world’s largest populations. 
Pollution kills about the same number of 
people a year around the world as cigarette 
smoking and second-hand smoke combined, 
the study said. “9 million deaths is a lot of 
deaths,” said Philip Landrigan, director of the 
Global Public Health Program and Global 
Pollution Observatory at Boston College. 
“The bad news is that it’s not decreasing,” 
Landrigan said. “We’re making gains in the 
easy stuff and we’re seeing the more difficult 
stuff, which is the ambient (outdoor 
industrial) air pollution and the chemical 
pollution, still going up.” It doesn’t have to be 
this way, researchers said.
PREVENTABLE DEATHS
“They are preventable deaths. Each and every 
one of them is a death that is unnecessary,” 
said Dr Lynn Goldman, dean of the George 
Washington University School of Public 
Health, who wasn’t part of the study. She said 
the calculations made sense and, if anything, 
was so conservative about what it attributed 
to pollution, that the real death toll is likely 
higher. The certificates of these deaths don’t 
say pollution. They list heart disease, stroke, 
lung cancer, other lung issues and diabetes 
that are “tightly correlated” with pollution by 
numerous epidemiological  s tudies ,  
Landrigan said. To then put these together 
with actual deaths, researchers look at the 
number of deaths by cause, exposure to 
pollution weighted for various factors, and 
then complicated exposure-response 
calculations derived by large epidemiological 
studies based on thousands of people over 
decades of study, he said. 

Diarrhoea outbreak hits Pakistan's Lahore, 
2,000 children hospitalised since April 1

World. Punjab CDC Director Dr Shahid As many as 2,000 
Maghsi confirmed the data of children have been hospitalised 
2,000 acute diarrhoea cases were since April 1 in Pakistan’s 
obtained from the public sector Lahore due to diarrhoea, the 
hospitals of Lahore alone and Communicable Disease Control 
added that the CDC will also (CDC) Department Punjab 
contact family physicians to 

reported.
assess the actual disease burden. 

At least nine positive cases of He said that the department had 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) talked to the Water and 
have also been reported in Sanitation Agency (Wasa) and 
Lahore, the CDC department pediatric medicine at the Children’s the Punjab Food Authority (PFA) 
confirmed. It is a condition caused Hospital told the Dawn. He added and told them that the contaminated 
by intake of food or water that AWD cases were also being water and poor food quality may be 
contaminated with the Vibrio reported everyday and most of the behind the increased diarrhoea 
cholerea bacteria. The World Health patients are from Lahore.  The cases in Lahore. “Normally the 
Organisation (WHO) described it as Pakistan Academy of Family health authorities report diarrhoea 
a global threat to public health and Physicians (PAFP) president Dr cases in the monsoon season, but the 
an indicator of inequality and lack Tariq Mian alleged that the health emergence of such cases in April-
of social development. The figures authorities are hiding facts about the May is a cause of serious concern”, 
were provided by the public sector actual number of daily diarrhoea he added. The department had 
teaching hospitals in Lahore. It is cases. He estimated that out of a started investigations into the AWD 
being said that the cases reported in total of 60,000 family physicians in cases and also involved the Institute 
private sector healthcare facilities Punjab, 50 per cent are practicing in of Public Health (IPH) for lab 
and general practitioners could be Lahore and 40 per cent of their total analysis of samples. An awareness 
higher than the data shared by the patients have diarrhoea. campaign has been launched and 
CDC. The public health experts fear Dr Tariq criticised Punjab health people are made aware of the 
that the drinking water supply lines authorities for not involving general contaminated water and unhygienic 
may have been contaminated due to practitioners while forming a food items as these are considered 
the city's decades-old sewerage strategy to prevent and control the as the main reason for the diarrhoea 
system. As per Children’s Hospital disease. He added that family outbreaks. “The department has 
in Lahore, a government-run physicians can play an important also written to the Lahore 
hospital, as many as 500 children role in controlling the disease. He commissioner to activate officials 
with acute diarrhea are attended by said, “The diarrhoea epidemic has to ensure that the drinking water in 
them daily. “We are attending hit the children in Lahore and the city is not contaminated because 
around 500 children with acute thousands of family physicians in of broken sewerage,” the CDC 
diarrhoea daily and the number was the city are still waiting for the director said. He further added that 
higher than that of last year,” Prof guidel ines from the heal th the diarrhoea outbreak can be 
Junaid Arshad, professor of authorities”. On the other hand, prevented by.

Chinese flight deliberately crashed by pilots Black box data suggests so
World. A China Eastern Airlines box flight recorders found amid the urgent action. The airline said it 
aircraft that crashed in the southern wreckage said that deliberate input wasn’t responsible for the accident 
Guangxi province of China in from the cockpit forced the Boeing investigation and referred to official 
March now seems to have been 737 into its catastrophic dive. The announcements, including the 
deliberately crashed. Flight data authorities said that the pilots of the Chinese government’s summary of 
obtained from the black box plane did not respond to repeated its preliminary report released on 
indicates that someone in the calls from air traffic controllers and April 20. The summary said that 
cockpit had intentionally crashed nearby planes during the rapid data restoration and analysis of the 
the aircraft. descent. Chairperson of the damaged black boxes were still in 

National Transportation Safety progress. According to China The Boeing 737, carrying 132 
Board of the US, Jennifer Homendy, Eastern, the pilot and co-pilot had passengers, was flying at 29,000at a 
said on May 10 that board both been in good health and had no speed of nearly 700 mph as per data 
investigators and Boeing had known financial or family issues. from Flightradar24 when it crashed. 
travelled to China to assist the Chinese authorities said that no There were no survivors. It was 
Chinese investigation. She said that emergency code had been sent from mainland China's deadliest aviation 
the investigators had not found any the plane, suggesting the cockpit disaster in 28 years. US officials 
safety issues that would require any security was unlikely to have.who analysed data from the black 

Sweden, Finland push ahead 
with Nato bids as Turkey objects
Stockholm. Sweden and Finland on Tuesday pushed ahead with their bids to 
join NATO even as Turkey insisted it won’t let the previously nonaligned 
Nordic countries into the alliance because of their alleged support for 
Kurdish militants.  Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s strongly 
worded objections caught the two applicants and other NATO members off 
guard, complicating what was envisioned to be a swift expansion of the 
alliance in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
“Turkey’s statements have changed very quickly and hardened in recent 
days. But I am sure that we will resolve the situation with constructive talks,” 
Finnish President Sauli Niinisto said during a visit to Stockholm, the 
Swedish capital. Niinisto said he spoke to Erdogan in early April “and it was 
crystal clear that he was supportive, and he said that the Finnish membership 
should be assessed favourably. Now it seems that there are different opinions. 
We must continue to discuss.” The Finnish parliament on Tuesday 
resoundingly rubber-stamped the government’s decision to seek 
membership in a 188-8 vote. The foreign ministers of both countries signed 
formal application letters to be handed over jointly on Wednesday at the 
alliance’s headquarters in Brussels. But Erdogan’s objections on Friday and 
again on Monday raised questions about how quickly the application process 
could advance, as unanimity among all 30 NATO countries is required for 
new members to join. The Turkish leader accused the Nordic countries of 
giving safe haven to “terrorists” and imposing sanctions on Turkey — an 
apparent reference to the suspension of Swedish and Finnish weapons 
exports in 2019 after Ankara sent troops into northern Syria to attack Kurdish 
fighters. Erdogan also dismissed a Swedish plan to send a team of diplomats 
to Turkey to discuss the issue, saying “don’t wear yourselves out.” Swedish 
Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson said Sweden is still seeking contact 
with Turkey to “sort out the question marks.” “We are looking forward to 
having a bilateral dialogue with Turkey but also having bilateral dialogues 
with other NATO countries during this process,” she said. Turkey’s 
objections appeared to have come as a surprise also in Washington, whose 
relations with Ankara have been strained in recent years. The U.S. suspended 
Turkey from its F-35 fighter jet program over Turkey’s decision to purchase a 
Russian missile defense system. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu was traveling to New York for meetings Wednesday with U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken. Meanwhile, the White House announced 
that President Joe Biden would meet Niinisto and Andersson in Washington 
on Thursday to discuss their NATO applications and support for Ukraine 
among other issues. Joining NATO would be a huge shift for the two Nordic 
countries. Sweden has stayed out of military alliances for more than 200 
years, while Finland adopted neutrality after being defeated by the Soviet 
Union in World War II. Russia has repeatedly warned its Nordic neighbors 
that their joining the alliance would have negative repercussions. The 
Swedish prime minister warned citizens to brace themselves for potential 
disruptive moves by Russia, including disinformation and attempts to 
intimidate and divide the country.

The Ukrainian government says Russia has shelled more than 1,000 schools, destroying 95. Intentionally attacking schools and other civilian infrastructure is a war 

crime. Experts say wide-scale wreckage can be used as evidence of  Russian intent, and to refute claims that schools were simply collateral damage.

North Korea reports another jump 

in suspected Covid-19 cases
World. North Korea on Wednesday reported 232,880 new cases of fever and 
another six deaths as leader Kim Jong Un accused officials of “immaturity” 
and “slackness” in handling the escalating Covid-19 outbreak ravaging across 
the unvaccinated nation.  The country’s anti-virus headquarters said 62 people 
have died and more than 1.7 million have fallen ill amid a rapid spread of fever 
since late April. It said more than a million people recovered but at least 
691,170 remain in quarantine. Outside experts say most of the illnesses would 
be Covid-19, although North Korea has been able to confirm only a small 
number of Covid-19 cases since acknowledging an omicron outbreak last 
week, likely because of insufficient testing capabilities.
26 MILLION UNIMMUNIZED
A failure to control the outbreak could have dire consequences in North 
Korea, considering its broken health care system and its rejection of 
internationally offered vaccines that has left a population of 26 million 
unimmunized. The outbreak is almost certainly greater than the fever tally, 
considering the lack of tests and resources to monitor the sick, and there’s also 
suspicion that North Korea is underreporting deaths to soften the blow for 
Kim, who already was navigating the toughest moment of his decade in 
power. The pandemic has further damaged an economy already broken by 
mismanagement and U.S.-led sanctions over Kim’s nuclear weapons and 
missile development. The North’s official Korean Central News Agency said 
Kim, during a ruling party Politburo meeting on Tuesday, criticized officials 
over their early pandemic response, which he said underscored “immaturity in 
the state capacity for coping with the crisis” and blamed the vulnerability on 
their “non-positive attitude, slackness and non-activity.” He urged officials to 
strengthen virus controls at workplaces and make “redoubled efforts” to 
improve the supply of daily necessities and stabilize living conditions, the 
KCNA said Wednesday. Kim’s comments came days after he ripped officials 
over how they were handling the distribution of medicine released from state 
reserves and mobilized his army to help transport the supplies to pharmacies 
in the capital Pyongyang, which were made open 24 hours to deal with the cris 
Before acknowledging the Covid-19 infections last Thursday, North Korea 
had insisted on a perfect record of keeping out the virus that has.

general are investigating more than 8,000 village of Ivankiv just as school officials had destruction of schools in their countries Kyiv. As she lay buried under the rubble, her 
reports of potential war crimes in Ukraine begun preparations for war. On Feb. 24, damaged an entire generation. Syrian teacher legs broken and eyes blinded by blood and 
involving 500 suspects. Many are accused of Russian forces driving toward Kyiv fatally shot Abdulkafi Alhamdo still thinks about the thick clouds of dust, all Inna Levchenko could 
aiming deliberately at civilian structures like a child and his father there, she said. There was children’s drawings soaked in blood, littered hear was screams. It was 12:15 p.m. on March 
hosp i t a l s ,  she l t e r s  and  r e s iden t i a l  no more schooling,” she said. “We called all the across the floor of a schoolhouse in Aleppo. It 3, and moments earlier a blast had pulverized 
neighbourhoods. Targeting schools — spaces leaders and stopped instruction because the war had been attacked during the Civil War there in the school where she’d taught for 30 years.  
designed as havens for children to grow, learn started. And then there were 36 days of 2014. The teachers and children had been mid relentless bombing, she’d opened School 
and make friends — is particularly harmful, occupation.” They also shelled and destroyed preparing for an art exhibit featuring student 21 in Chernihiv as a shelter to frightened 
transforming the architecture of childhood into schools in many nearby villages, she said. work depicting life during wartime. The blast families. They painted the word “children” in 
something violent and dangerous: a place that Kindergarten buildings were shattered by killed 19 people, including at least 10 children, big, bold letters on the windows, hoping that 
inspires fear. A geography teacher, Elena shrapnel and machine-gun fire. Despite the the AP reported at the time. But it’s the Russian forces would see it and spare them. 

were simply collateral damage. But the Kudrik, lay dead on the floor of School 50 in the widespread damage and destruction to survivors who linger in Alhamdo’s memory. “I The bombs fell anyway.
destruction of hundreds of schools is about Though she didn’t know it yet, 70 children eastern Ukrainian town of Gorlovka. Amid the educational infrastructure, war crimes experts understood in (their) eyes that they wouldn’t go 
more than toppling buildings and maiming she’d ordered to shelter in the basement would wreckage surrounding her were books and say proving an attacking military’s intent to to school anymore,” he said.

 “It doesn’t only affect the kids who were bodies, according to experts, to teachers and to survive the blast. But at least nine people, papers, smeared in blood. In the corner, another target individual schools is difficult. Russian 
running away, with shock and trauma. It affects others who have survived conflicts in the including one of her students — a 13-year-old lifeless body — Elena Ivanova, the assistant officials deny targeting civilian structures, and 
all kids who heard about the massacre. How can former Yugoslavia, Syria, and beyond. It boy — would not. “Why schools? I cannot headmaster— slumped over in an office chair, a local media reports in Russian-held Gorlovka 
they go back to school? You are not only hinders a nation’s ability to rebound after the comprehend their motivation,” she said. “It is gaping wound torn into her side. “It’s a tragedy alleged Ukrainian forces trying to recapture the 
targeting a school, you’re targeting a fighting stops, injuring entire generations and painful to realize how many friends of mine for us ... area were to blame for the blast that killed the 

It’s a tragedy for the children,” said school generation.” Jasminko Halilovic was only 6 dashing a country’s hope for the future. In the died and how many children who remained two teachers there. But the effects of the 
director Sergey But, standing outside the brick years old when Sarajevo, in present-day nearly three months since Russia invaded alone without parents, got traumatized. They destruction are indisputable. “When I start 
building shortly after the attack. Shards of Bosnia-Herzegovina, was besieged. Now, 30 Ukraine, The Associated Press and the PBS will remember it all their life and will pass their talking to the directors of destroyed and robbed 
broken glass and rubble were sprayed across the years after the Bosnian war ended, he and his series “Frontline” have independently verified stories to the next generation.” The Ukrainian institutions, they are very worried, crying, 
concrete, where smiling children once flew peers are the ones still picking up the pieces. 57 schools that were destroyed or damaged in a government says Russia has shelled more than telling with pain and regret,” Grusha said. “It’s 
kites and posed for photos with friends. A few Halilovic went to school in a cellar, as many manner that indicates a possible war crime. The 1,000 schools, destroying 95. On May 7, a part of their lives. And now the school is a ruin 
kilometres away, at the Sonechko pre-school in Ukrainian children have done. Desperately accounting likely represents just a fraction of bomb flattened a school in the eastern village of that stands in the centre of the village and 
the city of Okhtyrka, a cluster bomb destroyed a chasing safety, the teachers and students moved potential war crimes committed during the Bilohorivka, which, like School No. 21 in reminds of those terrible air raids and 
kindergarten, killing a child. Outside the from basement to basement, leaning conflict and the list is updated daily. In Chernihiv, was being used a shelter. As many as bombings.” UNICEF communications director 
entrance, two more bodies lay in pools of blood. chalkboards on chairs instead of hanging them Chernihiv alone, the city council said only 60 people were feared dead. Intentionally Toby Fricker, who is currently in Ukraine, 
Valentina Grusha teaches in Kyiv province, walls. Halilovic, now 34, founded the War seven of the city’s 35 schools were unscathed. attacking schools and other civilian agreed. “School is often the heart of the 
where she has worked for 35 years, most Childhood Museum, which catalogs the stories Three were reduced to rubble.  The infrastructure is a war crime. Experts say wide- community in many places, and that is so 
recently as a district administrator and foreign and objects of children in conflict around the International Criminal Court, prosecutors from scale wreckage can be used as evidence of central to everyday life.” Teachers and students 
literature instructor. Russian troops invaded her world. across the globe and Ukraine’s prosecutor Russian intent, and to refute claims that schools who have lived through other conflicts say the 
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woman per family was made a member of the Thiruvananthapuram. Every week, small 
neighbourhood group. That changed last year groups of women assemble in homes across 
when the CPI(M) government removed the Kerala, discussing everything from micro-
cap and formed ‘auxiliary units’ under credit schemes to organic farming and food 
Kudumbashree, encouraging educated processing. On May 17, Kudumbashree, 
homemakers between 18 and 40 to join the Kerala’s flagship programme for women’s 
neighbourhood groups. So far, 19,000 empowerment and poverty eradication, turned 
auxiliary groups with 3 lakh members have 25.
come up in Kerala. Said the minister, “In the Launched in 1998 by the then CPI(M)-led 
25th year of the programme, we want to bring government in Kerala as a sequel to the 
a new generation of women to the front. People’s Plan Programme, an experiment in 
Hence, we formed auxiliary groups for decentralisation of powers to local 

enthusiastically lobbied to ensure that their educated homemakers and will find jobs to governments with a focus on local-level 
nominees got elected as chairpersons. match their qualifications,’’ he said.planning, Kudumbashree, with a current 
According to senior CPI(M) leader and state Over the years, one of the major initiatives of the strength of 45 lakh women in 3 lakh 
Minister of Local Self-Government M V mission has been the micro-credit scheme that neighbourhood groups (NHGs), has flourished 
Govindan, “Kudumbashree has played the has freed thousands of families from the irrespective of the government in power – no 
biggest role in bringing women in Kerala to the clutches of local money lenders. During the mean feat for a state whose politics is known to 
forefront. Apart from contributing to economic pandemic, banks in Kerala provided Rs 1,917 be deeply partisan. Besides serving as a 
growth and enterprise, women members of the crore as interest-free credit to 25 lakh permanent link between people and local self-
mission have stepped up whenever needed – be Kudumbashree members. Kudumbashree government in the state, Kudumbashree has 
it during the floods of 2018 or the pandemic. NHGs in the state have a deposit of Rs 5,500 helped hundreds of women step out of their 
Kudumbashree is the biggest social capital in crore in Kerala banks. The mission has also led homes and transition into politics and social life. 
Kerala,’’ said the minister. Congress leader and to women members venturing into organic After the state introduced 33 per cent reservation 
former Rural Development Minister K C farming, tourism, agri-business, poultry, food for women in three-tier local bodies, it was to 
Joseph, while agreeing that Kudumbashree has processing and several micro-enterprises. The Kudumbashree members – usually outspoken, 
empowered women “in a big way”, said the 25th state mission has an e-commerce platform for confident women with close links to the 
anniversary of the mission can be an occasion to marketing of Kudumbashree products. Earlier neighbourhood – that political parties turned to 
subject it to an independent review so that the this year, Amrutham Nutrimix, a branded for potential candidates. By the time the 
drawbacks can be identified. nutritional food mix produced and distributed reservation was hiked to 50 per cent in 2010, 

Accusing the CPI(M) of converting the by Kudumbashree for children at anganwadis, Kudumbashree had helped hundreds of women 
Kudumbashree network into its feeder outfit, had bagged the Glenmark Nutrition Award for take the electoral plunge. Most women 
Joseph said, “Women members are forced to 2022 that was organised in partnership with the panchayat members in the state have risen from 
take part in CPI(M) events. Those who do not UN’s World Food Programme. As many as 241 the Kudumbashree network, having been office-
take part in party events are neglected in the units under Kudumbashree produce 18,000 bearers of the Area Development Societies 
network. The elections to ADS and CDS have metric tonnes of this nutritional food every year.(ADS) or Community Development Societies 
been politicised by the CPI(M) and there have (CDS) of the programme – the two levels of the As part of Kerala’s ‘hunger-free’ project, since 
been attempts to usurp the control of the mission mission after the NHG that’s the basic unit. It is 2020, Kudumbashree members have been 
at the grassroots level,’’ he said. Over the years, no surprise then that when elections to running over a thousand ‘janakeya hotels’ or 
the Kudumbashree mission underwent small Kudumbashree’s ADS and CDS were held canteens in all local bodies that provide food at 
changes to its structure. Until last year, only one across Kerala earlier this year, political parties Rs 20 a plate.

swept the elections, winning 364 of the total New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
489 seats for which elections were held. In has completed eight years in office, recently 
fact, 3 of every 4 seats in the elections went to hinted that he was ready for a third term. 
the Congress.Speaking virtually at a meeting in Bharuch 

where beneficiaries of various central Of the 14 national parties, 11 entered the 
government schemes were assembled, he said House. The three parties which could not win 
a “very senior” Opposition leader had once any seat in the first general elections were the 
asked him what else was left for him to Bolshevik Party of India, Forward Bloc 
accomplish after becoming the PM twice. (Ruikar Group) and Revolutionary 
Modi said he would not rest till “100 per cent” Communist Party of India. The BJS – whose 
coverage of government schemes was offshoot like the BJP would eventually 
achieved in the country. trounce the Congress in later decades – 

secured only 3 seats, including 2 from West Modi, 71, is first PM so far to be born after 
headed the government in the run-up to the first Bengal and 1 from Rajasthan, with its founder Independence. In the course of over seven 
general elections held in 1951-52. In the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee managing to win his decades, the country has seen 15 Prime 
elections to the first Lok Sabha, 14 national Calcutta South East seat. In the first Lok Sabha, Ministers, over a journey marked with social, 
parties participated, which included the Indian the Nehru-headed Congress enjoyed a complete political and economic changes. The Indian 
National Congress (INC), All India Bharatiya majority as there was virtually no opposition. Express looks at India’s parliamentary 
Jan Sangh (BJS), Bolshevik Party of India, Independents constituted the second largest democracy through the tenures of its Pms. 
Communist Party of India (CPI), Forward Bloc group in the House, whose vote share (7 per Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of 
(Marxist Group), Forward Bloc (Ruikar Group), cent) and seats (37), barring the Congress, India, remained in office continuously for a total 
Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha, Krishikar outnumbered each of the remaining 13 national period of nearly 17 years after Independence. 
Lok Party, Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party, as well as 39 state parties. In fact, other than the His prime ministerial tenure spanning 6,130 
Revolutionary Communist Party of India, Akhil Congress, only two national parties – the CPI days – the longest premiership in the country so 
Bharatiya Ram Rajya Parishad, Revolutionary (16 seats) and Socialist Party (12) – could reach far – over multiple terms ended with his demise 
Socialist Party, All India Scheduled Caste a double-digit figure. In the second general on May 27, 1964 at the age of 74. After heading 
Federation and Socialist Party. Besides, 39 state elections in 1957, four national parties – the the interim government in pre-Independence 
parties and 533 Independents had also contested INS, BJS, CPI and Praja Socialist Party (PSP) – India, Nehru became the PM when the country 
the polls. Led by Nehru, the Congress party and 11 state parties were in the fray. got Independence on August 15, 1947, and 

India to operate S-400 missile system against threats from Pak, China: Pentagon

Jawaharlal Nehru University 
faculty members in leave protest

Collegium recommends two Bombay HC judges 

as Chief Justices of Rajasthan, Himachal courts

Kendrapara’s Biju Janata Dal MP and Odisha’s popular film star Anubhav Mohanty, 
who defeated chief minister Naveen Patnaik’s friend-turned-foe Baijayant aka Jay 
Panda in the last Lok Sabha elections, seems to have fallen out of favour. is name has 
not been included in the star campaigners list of the BJD for campaigning for the 
party’s candidate in the upcoming Brajaraj Nagar byelection scheduled to be held on 
May 31.

Election to the Brajaraj Nagar in Jharsuguda district in western Odisha seat was 
necessitated following the death of the BJD’s MLA Kishore Kumar Mohanty. The 
BJD has made Kishore’s wife Alaka its candidate from the seat. Anubhav had 
defeated BJP’s Jay Panda in the 2019 general election from the prestigious 
Kendrapara seat with a convincing margin. Naveen himself took charge of the 
Kendrapara campaign and ensured that Anubhav wins the seat. Prior to joining the 
BJP, Panda was in the BJD and a close aide of Naveen.  Though Naveen has not 
included Anubhav’ s name in the list of star campaigners for the Brajaraj Nagar 
Assembly byelection, he has placed other Odia film stars — Akasha Das Nayak 
(MLA) and Arindam Roy — in the list of 40 star campaigners. Naveen is himself 
heading the campaign team. Prior to being elected as Lok Sabha member from the 
Kendrapara Lok Sabha seat in 2019, Anubhav was sent to the Rajya Sabha on BJD’s 
ticket for his hard work during the 2014 general election. Sources said Anubhav’s 
public spat with his estranged wife Varsha Priyadarshini (a popular odia film star), 
the ongoing divorce case and domestic abuse cases, has not gone down well with the 
BJD leadership.Jawaharlal Nehru: The first and longest-serving PM

Biju Janata Dal MP Anubhav 
Mohanty not on campaigner list

Mumbai. The Supreme Court Collegium has recommended the name of Bombay 
High Court judge Justice S S Shinde as the new Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High 
Court. In the past few years, Justice Shinde has dealt with several important cases, 
including that involving Republic TV editor-in-chief Arnab Goswami, Elgar 
Parishad accused and former Maharashtra minister Anil Deshmukh. Currently, 
Justice Shinde is the third senior-most judge of the Bombay High Court, after its 
Chief Justice Dipankar Datta and Justice A A Sayed. The Collegium has 
recommended Justice Sayed as Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High Court. 
Justice Mohammad Rafiq, the present Chief Justice of the High Court, is likely to 
retire on May 24. In November 2020, a Division Bench led by Justice Shinde had 
rejected plea of Arnab Goswami for interim bail in an alleged abetment to suicide 
case, asking that the application be moved before a Sessions Court for a decision 
within four days. Later, the Supreme Court granted relief to Goswami. In the same 
month, Justice Shinde had granted relief to actor Kangana Ranaut in an FIR against 
her for alleged hate posts. 

The Bench led by him had questioned police over invoking Section 124-A (sedition) 
in the case and suggested that workshops be conducted for police officers on the 
same. In December 2020, while hearing a plea by a Navi Mumbai resident over an 
FIR against him for alleged offensive remarks against CM Uddhav Thackeray, 
Justice Shinde had stated that a public office in a democracy has to face criticism 
and “ultimately, people have to find a balance between the rights of the entire 
society and individual rights”. A Division Bench of Justice Shinde and Justice 
Manish Pitale had granted medical bail to Elgaar Parishad cases accused 
octogenarian P Varavara Rao on February 22 last year, observing that continued 
incarceration in this condition would amount to endangering his life. The next day, 
the same Bench had granted bail to Areeb Majeed, six years after his arrest on 
charges of travelling to Iraq and Syria to join the terrorist organisation Islamic State 
(IS), citing right to fair and speedy trial, and observing that there was no likelihood 
of conclusion of the trial within a reasonable time. On July 5 last year, when a Bench 
of Justice Shinde was informed by doctors of Holy Family Hospital, Bandra, that 
Father Stan Swamy, the Jesuit priest and tribal rights activist arrested in the Elgaar 
Parishad case, had breathed his last, Justice Shinde had expressed shock. He had 
also noted that the court had allowed him to remain in a hospital of his choice in his 
last days.

New Delhi . The association of faculty members of Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 
has cited a decision by the executive council to set up a committee to examine the 
leave applications of eight of their colleagues as an arbitrary decision under the new 
dispensation.

The JNU Teachers Association (JNUTA) has drawn a parallel between the functioning 
of the university under Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit, who took over in February, and 
that under M. Jagadesh Kumar, the previous VC who was accused of series of 
arbitrary decisions. During Kumar’s time, several faculty members were denied 
academic leave, forcing them to approach court and get relief. Five faculty members 
had recently applied for sabbatical leave, which is meant for the purpose of writing 
books or research monographs, and three wanted extraordinary leave to take up 
research fellowships. Under the existing norms, such applications are examined by 
the chairperson of the centre where the faculty member is working, dean of the 
respective school, academic branch and finally by the executive council (EC), the top 
decision making body. After all formal approvals, the applications reached the EC, 
which on May 5 decided to refer them to a leave committee that will be set up. “The 
JNUTA is extremely dismayed to learn that the 300th EC did not deliberate on the 
leave applications of these eight colleagues. Instead, without any agenda justifying 
this proposal, the EC has simply noted against each individual case that it has decided 
to set up a leave committee to be constituted by the VC, which will scrutinise all long 
leave applications (sabbatical, study leave, EOL etc) and submit its 
recommendations to the VC. It is the VC who will then decide whether to grant leave 
in each case or to refer the matter to the EC,” the JNUTA said in a statement.

New Delhi. By June 2022, India intends to deploy defend against Pakistani and Chinese threats by domestic defence industry, and establishing a 
the S-400 missile defence system that it has June 2022, Berrier said. India continued to negative import list to curtail defence purchases 
received from Russia to defend itself against develop its own hypersonic, ballistic, cruise, from foreign suppliers. India's longstanding 
threat from Pakistan and China, a Pentagon spy and air defence missile capabilities, conducting defence relationship with Russia remains 
master has told US lawmakers. multiple tests in 2021. India has a growing strong, holding their first 2+2' format talks in 

number of satellites in orbit, and it is expanding December a joint foreign and defence India started receiving the delivery of S-400 
its use of space assets, likely pursuing offensive ministerial that India previously only held with missile defence system from Russia in 
space capabilities, he said. Berrier told the United States, Japan, and Australia. India December last year, Lt Gen Scott Berrier, 
lawmakers that New Delhi is pursuing an has maintained a neutral stance on Russia's Director, Defense Intelligence Agency told 
extensive military modernisation effort invasion of Ukraine and continues to call for members of the Senate Armed Services 
encompassing air, ground, naval, and strategic peace, Berrier told the lawmakers. According to Committee during a recent Congressional 
nuclear forces with an emphasis on domestic Berrier, throughout 2021, New Delhi continued hearing. As of October 2021, India's military 
defence production. India is taking steps to to implement foreign policy aimed at was seeking to procure advanced surveillance 
establish Integrated Theatre Commands that demonstrating India's role as a leading power systems to strengthen its land and sea borders 
will improve its joint capability among its three and net provider of security in the Indian Ocean and boost its offensive and defensive cyber 
military services. Since 2019, Indian Prime region. India seeks to promote prosperity and capabilities. In December, India received its 
Minister Narendra Modi has given priority to ensure stability in the Indo-Pacific region by initial delivery of the Russian S-400 air defence 
strengthen India's economy by expanding its seeking strategic partnerships to.system, and it intends to operate the system to 

25 years of Kudumbashree: Pandemic to floods, how a 
women’s movement stepped in to steer social change

Secure Shivling claim site, allow namaz: SC on Gyanvapi mosque row
Plea in Varanasi clearly seeks to change religious character: Masjid committee

reported to have been found, as indicated in and around it there are pipelines and taps and it is also ordered that this area should Varanasi. Declining to stay proceedings before 
the order, shall be duly protected”. Issuing which the faithful use for wazu. “It be altered… The application is allowed,” a Varanasi court on matters related to the 
notice and posting the matter for May 19, the appears essential to shift the pipelines he said. Ahmadi said his argument is that Kashi Vishwanath temple-Gyanvapi mosque 
bench, however, clarified that this “shall not outside the sealed area for wazu.” He said “right from inspection order, all orders are complex, the Supreme Court Tuesday asked 
in any manner restrain or impede the access of there’s fish in the pond and sealing the non-est. This is clearly in the teeth of your the Varanasi district magistrate to secure the 
Muslims to the mosque or the use of the area poses a threat to the fish and judgment in the Ayodhya judgement. area where a Shivling was claimed to have 
mosque for the purpose of performing namaz necessitates their relocation. Hearing a Your lordships interpreted Sections 3 and been found during a videographic survey of 
and religious observances”. The mosque petition by five Hindu women seeking 4 of Places of Worship Act and the mosque area without impeding or 
committee said what was claimed to have access to pray at “a shrine behind the categorically say you can’t tinker with restricting the rights of Muslims to access and 
been found was not a Shivling but part of a western wall of the mosque complex”, any place of worship which has been offer namaz at the mosque.
fountain. It repeatedly sought a stay on the Varanasi court, on April 8, appointed existing and where worship is being The bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud and P S 
proceedings before the Varanasi court, but the Advocate Commissioner Ajay Kumar performed as on August 15, 1947.” The Narasimha, hearing an appeal by the of worship after August 15, 1947. The 
bench declined to do it and said “We have to Mishra to carry out an inspection of the site, bench suggested that it will ask the trial court Committee of Management of Anjuman application, he said, was not decided and is 
balance it out. We will say DM has to ensure “prepare videography of the action” and to first hear the committee’s application Intezamia Masjid, Varanasi, said there is lack still pending. Ahmadi said even before the 
the area is protected without affecting the submit a report. challenging the maintainability. Ahmadi, of clarity on whether the trial court, in its May report of the survey commission was 
right of Muslims to enter and worship.” In The mosque committee challenged this before however, pressed for a stay, saying the orders 16 order, had directed only protection of the submitted, the plaintiff filed an application 
Varanasi, District Government Counsel the Allahabad High Court which dismissed are bereft of jurisdiction – interdicted by the Shivling or had also granted the other reliefs “that during the course of the inspection, he 
(Civil) Mahendra Prasad Pandey filed an the plea on April 21. The committee then Act of Parliament and also by the Supreme sought – to restrict to 20 the number of noticed the Shivling somewhere near a 
application in the court, seeking the shifting approached the Supreme Court. Appearing Court’s Ayodhya judgement. In a prior suit Muslims who can enter the mosque and offer pond”.
of water pipelines from the area that was for the committee, senior advocate Huzefa where an identical prayer was sought for a namaz, and to stop the use of the wazu khana “Proceedings of the commission are bound to 
sealed by the administration following the Ahmadi told the bench: “Very, very clearly, survey by the Archaeological Survey of India, for ablution. Asking Solicitor General Tushar be confidential… Unfortunately, trial court 
order Monday. the prayers (in the suit) categorically speak the High Court interdicted it, he said. Mehta, who appeared for the State of Uttar entertains the application and directs sealing 

The objective of the application is that the about changing the religious character of this Referring to the May 16 trial court order, Pradesh, to clarify this, the bench said “in of the area on May 16… What is happening is 
faithful can get water for wazu before particular structure which presently is a Justice Chandrachud told the Solicitor order to obviate any dispute on the meaning that under the garb of commission 
offering namaz. The court will hear the mosque.” He said the committee had filed an General that it seems to indicate that all and content of the order of the trial judge, the proceedings and the oral say of plaintiff, as to 
application Wednesday. In his application, application challenging the maintainability of prayers sought for by the plaintiffs had been operation and ambit of the order dated May what according to him what he saw, the status 
DGC Pandey said entry of people has been the suit stating that it is barred in light of the allowed. The bench said clarity was needed 16, 2022 shall stand restricted to the extent quo is sought to be altered, this particular area 
restricted in the sealed area. He said the sealed Places of Worship Act, 1991, which forbids on this. Mehta said he would take instructions that the District Magistrate, Varanasi, shall is sought to be earmarked, the extent of prayer 
premises is a three-feet deep manmade pond changing the religious character of any place on the position.ensure that the area where the Shivling is in mosque is sought to be restricted to only 20, 
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EDITORIAL 6

objectify. The Northern League represents this Fewer episodes from the colourful political career of the 
chauvinism of northern Italians, hostile to the former prime minister of Italy, Silvio Berlusconi, better 
corruption of southern Italy where politics is illustrate the contradictions in Italy’s political 
associated with the capture of the State by mafia relationship with Europe than his likening of a German 
bosses and political strongmen. North Italians European member of Parliament to a “concentration 
identify more with Germany than with Italy’s South. camp guard”. When accused of corruption, Berlusconi 
The patronage politics of mafia bosses, northern inflamed the situation as a stunt, risking deteriorated 
Italians allege, is responsible for the relative relations between Italy and Germany as a diversionary 
impoverishment and underdevelopment of southern tactic. A media baron, one of Italy’s richest men, 
Italy. Northern Italians seeking to demarcate an Berlusconi, who made his mark via charisma, courted 
alternative articulation of identity have flocked to the controversy consistently. When he faced his apparent 
right-wing regionalism of Matteo Salvini or nemesis in the form of Beppe Grillo, a comedian whose 
Umberto Bossi. North and South Italy are separated populism surged in popularity as the Five Star 
by a distinct economic history.  Southern Italy, Movement championed direct democracy as an antidote 
including Sicily, has a heritage shaped by Normans, to corruption, Berlusconi likened Grillo to a potential 

house arrest or unpaid social work. rik Gandini’s film, Vikings, and the Catholic descendants of North African dictator.
Videocracy, has exposed the crass sexism of Italian Muslims. North Italy, including alpine Italy, is Berlusconi’s image as a conservative politician protecting 
popular culture, where pornographic reality television distinguished by a cultural heritage shaped by Austrian, Italy from the dangers of communism became tarnished 
shows reinforce a dysfunctional cult of personality with German and Swiss influences. Chauvinists from northern by the shocking allegations of inappropriate conduct 
echoes of Benito Mussolini’s fascist Italy. Gandini is Italy, a region home to such cosmopolitan and bustling towards women. Patriarchal politics, associated with 
himself a Swede of Italian heritage. Interestingly, his film commercial entrepôts as Milan, Venice, Verona, Padua Berlusconi’s legacy as a ‘father figure’, became 
reflected or refracted northern European, including and Genoa, disparage southern Italians as peasants, unable associated with the exploitation of vulnerable women. 
German, prejudices, shaping stereotypes of Italian men as even to speak proper Italian. Incidentally, Sonia Gandhi, After years of court cases, Berlusconi was sentenced to 
aggressive and predatory towards the women they whose reputation for dignified, moral probity.jail; the sentence was commuted to one year of either 

Rise of ‘bulldozer academics’

India roasted

power plant by the NTPC and facilitated low-educated, un-skilled, less-skilled, and low-earning India is feeling the heat in ways other than the 
expensive liquefied natural gas imports. In population is engaged outdoors (agriculture, mining and rising prices. The ongoing heatwave, in 
other words, there has been an increase in the quarrying, construction) or works in considerable heat-which temperatures have shot above 45 
use of coal despite the long-term intended exposure (manufacturing, hospitality, trade, transport and degree Celsius in many parts of northwest 
shift to clean and renewable energies where so on). Many self-employed people, daily wagers, such as and central India, highlights the rising 
India is progressing well. Two-thirds of our rickshaw-pullers and hawkers, are severely heat-climate risks and their attendant costs. 
electricity generation is coal-based, a key exposed. More than half of India’s GDP requires heat-Heatwaves, beginning earlier than in the 
source of carbon emissions that contribute exposed work, pointing to significant economic costs. past, are part of a changing climate whose 
enormously to global warming. Then, Unsurprisingly, a study by the Reserve Bank of India has defining features, in addition to the gradual 
disruptions and costs range from rake found that raised temperatures are associated with rise in temperature, are an increased 
shortages and passenger train cancellations reductions in total trade as well as manufacturing activity.frequency and intensity of extreme weather 
to augment coal transportation, halted events. The human and economic costs of These are a few costs, but these not exhaustive by any 
business operations due to power diversion extreme heat conditions often go untraced means. 
from industries to residential units, long and and uncounted even as adaptation diffuses But noting these underlines the fact that such costs and 
unannounced outages, gigantic backup recognition somewhat. Summed across the losses are not one-off but repetitive. Moreover, these are 
charges and more such. Eventually, these population and over time however, the costs mounting because of a significant rise in India’s average 
costs will devolve upon ordinary consumers are significant. So are the macroeconomic annual temperature in the past two decades. They should 
in the form of raised electricity prices.  he consequences. The current heatwave also prompt thinking about what the future costs could be 
stock of human capital, which is positively illustrates some of these. The most obvious is if, as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
correlated to economic growth, is directly agriculture where the government has just report (2022) finds with high confidence for South Asia, 
affected by heatwaves through increased banned wheat exports, the latest and sharpest there is a spread of heatwaves and a spike in raised 

Indian labour is farm-based, low-earning, with a high mortality rates and reduced productivity of labour. In this in a series of responses to the shortfall caused by the temperatures. The report assesses that vulnerability, 
marginal propensity to consume. Cumulative costs of instance, Maharashtra is reported to have recorded 374 sudden rise in temperature in mid-March, a critical time including India’s vulnerability, is high because of 
such deviations in temperature rarely feature in the public cases of heatstroke in March-April, registering 25 deaths, for crop maturity. Expected yield losses are about 15- poverty, challenges to governance, limited access to basic 
discourse or are recognized, but studies over long periods the highest in last five years. With the heatwave persisting 20%, production is estimated to be 6% less than what was services and resources, violent conflict and high levels of 
capture substantial effects of increased temperatures into May, the total count will be known later; in 2016-20, initially projected (111.32 million tonnes), with some climate-sensitive livelihoods. In fact, studies projecting a 
upon crop yields, real wages and rural mortality rates. In 5,159 deaths or almost 14% of lives lost to ‘forces of reports stating that the internal assessment is less (98 mt) persistent increase in temperature in India sans mitigatory 
this instance, besides denting the macroeconomic outlook nature’ were attributed to heatstroke according to reports and that the struggling public procurement could be half actions find that living standards measured by per capita 
and disrupting business plans, the sudden export ban has citing official statistics. Besides premature deaths, the original target. GDP could be lowered by 6.4% by 2100. That is distant 
also damaged India’s credibility because the prime extreme heat exposure reduces productivity by lowering Wheat proportions in the food subsidy scheme stand but in reality, and as the present heat conditions bear out, 
minister himself stated recently that Indian exports would capacity for outdoor work and the loss of working hours diluted, wheat allocations to 10 states under the food the macroeconomic consequences, ranging from 
help resolve global scarcities. as workers in heat-exposed occupations and workplaces security law have been cut, procurement times extended, inflation, income-consumption effects, disruptions and 

Other costs are less obvious but not insignificant. For without cooling/air-conditioning cope by not stepping out and quality specifications relaxed. Price pressures are prospective uncertainties, are significant enough to deter 
instance, adaptation pushes up demand for cooling and, during peak heat hours. In a 2020 study on liveability and never far behind output deficits and, predictably, wheat investments, especially in susceptible sectors. If we were 
hence, electricity. But that is a mixed blessing. Sale of air- workability in India, the McKinsey Global Institute prices rose almost 10% year-on-year against 8.4% food to factor in that besides incomes and nature of work, 
conditioners have risen. But an exponential increase in estimated about 15% of daylight hours were lost on an inflation in April from 7.7% in March; wheat flour or atta geographical location further aggravates the unequal 
power demand in this instance has aggravated an existing average across India and could further increase by 15% prices have risen too. Altogether, the supply-demand distribution of the human and economic costs, it will be 
coal deficit, elicited emergency measures from the by 2030, risking 2.5-4.5% of GDP (roughly $150-250 developments triggered by the unusual heat impact easy to recognize the socio-political spillovers due to 
government to restart imported coal-based power plants billion). The poorest are the most vulnerable because of aggregate output and consumption. The macroeconomic displacement, forced migration and other coping 
by importing expensive coal, prompted a new coal-fired their limited adaptability. A large percentage of India’s consequences are significant because a large fraction of mechanisms. These will only add to the rising costs.

Bulldozer politics’ is a new idiom we are getting used 
to in the age of decadence that normalises brute 
instincts, arrogance of power, insensitivity to the 
p l i g h t  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  a n d  d e n i a l  o f  
democratic/humanistic sensibilities. This violence 
is infectious; and even the academic world — a 
realm that is supposed to celebrate the spirit of free 
enquiry — is finding it difficult to free itself from 
the logic of ‘bulldozer politics’, or its aggressive, 
non-dialogic and totalitarian practice. It would not 
be wrong to say that some of our Vice-Chancellors 
(VCs), Rectors and Registrars are always ready with 
their ‘bulldozers’ to annihilate the creative space 
that the learners endowed with the spirit of critical 
pedagogy seek to inhabit. Are we teachers 
convinced of the beauty of our calling? Or are we 
just paid employees without any voice and 
reflexivity? Recently, a private university in UP 
suspended a faculty of political science. In the first-
year BA political science paper, he asked his 
students to share their observations on parallels 
between ‘Fascism/Nazism and Hindutva’. In new 
India, you cannot ask your students to enquire, relate 
theory to concrete socio-historical reality, and 
problematise the world they see and experience 
every day, as the non-reflexive bureaucrats who run 
the UGC think a question of this kind goes against 
‘the spirit and ethos of our country which is known 
for its inclusivity and homogeneity’. 

And the university concerned did not hesitate to 
bureaucrats behave like techno-managers with the pedagogy and free enquiry. I would not be surprised if constitute a three-member committee to look into 
mission to reduce education into a marketable skill, and they issue a circular, and compel students and teachers to the ‘possibility of bias in the question’. What sort of 
transform students into consumers, or teachers into listen to the PM’s Mann Ki Baat!  Amid this despair, I ‘inclusivity’ is the UGC talking about, and that too at a 
service providers. This instrumental and market-driven would still plead for the pedagogy of hope. As a teacher, time when the might of majoritarianism, the aggression 
approach to education robs the culture of learning of what how can I forget the likes of Paulo Freire and bell hooks? of the terribly demonstrative religious nationalism and 
all great educators have always striven for — education They wanted us to realise the healing power of a dialogic the all-pervading toxic propaganda machinery are 
as awakening and critical consciousness. Why should classroom — a living/vibrant space that encourages the destroying the art of democratic living characterised by 
students and teachers bother to think about articulation of lived experiences, conversations, art of heightened sensitivity to heterogeneity, plurality, fusion 
communalism, rising authoritarianism and everyday listening and imagination of a new world free from of horizons and shared humanism? At a time when 
violence in the name of caste, gender and religion when structural/psychic/cultural violence.‘apolitical’ and ‘fact-centric’ MCQs tend to kill the 
there is nothing beyond the mythology of placement and interpretative and hermeneutic art of understanding the  However, even to imagine this possibility in this dystopian 
salary package?complex social reality, any sensitive academic or age, we as teachers have to unite, and realise that we are 

pedagogue would appreciate the professor for raising this Second, with the steady rise of militant nationalism in the thinkers, communicators and healers; and we are not 
controversial or ‘out of the box’ question, and country, we see a visibly naked political appointment of docile servants to be monitored through biometric 
encouraging his students to think, interrogate and many of our VCs in leading public universities. They are devices and CCTV cameras, and bombardment of 
problematise what the UGC-dictated ‘official truth’ seeks already compromised; it is almost impossible for them to circulars that ask us to measure the utility of the courses, 
to hide. It is quite possible for the UGC Chairperson, or approve of the culture of learning that encourages or the mathematics of publications for enhancing the 
the academic bureaucrats of the university to disagree students and researchers to question the prevalent ranking of the university. However, the moot question is: 
with the professor’s worldview. However, they are not discourse of power, or see the violence implicit in militant Are we convinced of the beauty of our calling? Or, are we 
supposed to interfere in his pedagogic practice because it nationalism. I wonder how these VCs would react if they just paid employees without any voice and reflexivity? 
is not homogeneity, but the diversity of thoughts and find a professor of political sociology encouraging her What has happened to the faculty of the private 
worldviews that enhances the ethos of epistemological students to study Wilhelm Reich’s The Mass Psychology university, it should not be forgotten, can happen to 
pluralism in a university. The harsh reality is that we have of Fascism or Erich Fromm’s The Escape From Freedom, anybody who has not yet lost his/her creatively nuanced 
entered the age of bulldozer academics, and our academic and enquire whether these classic texts have some critical thinking. Hence, it is important for all those who 
bureaucrats have begun to suspect even the slightest trace relevance in contemporary India. When these academic love the vocation of teaching to unite, raise their voice, 
of critical consciousness. Why is it so? First, as the bureaucrats demand absolute loyalty to the official stand with the victim, and resist the growing violence of 
neoliberal assault on education goes on, these academic discourse of nationalism, they kill the spirit of critical ‘bulldozer academics’.

Silvio Berlusconi's knack for controversies

In new India, can’t ask students to enquire, relate theory to socio-historical reality

Letters to the Safety of 
intoxicated women

Sir — Inebriation and alertness do not go hand in 
hand. This is dangerous for women, who find it 
difficult to enjoy their drink without worrying 
about predators who might take advantage of their 
intoxicated state. Hearteningly, many bars around 
the world have started the practice of ‘safeword 
drinks’, which are codes for seeking help from the 
establishment. But is this enough? After all, those 
who prey on women are bound to find out about 
these codes eventually and can potentially stop 
women from using them. While the initiative is 
laudable, more must be done so that women can 
enjoy their drink without being anxious about 
harassment or, worse, victim-blaming should 
something untoward happen to them while they 
are under the influence of alcohol.

Sir — The Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, was 
candid in her opening remarks at the three-day 
Chintan Shivir that took place in Udaipur. She said 
that a calculated attempt is being made by the 
ruling regime to spread ‘perpetual fear’ in order to 
succeed in its political agenda (“Plot to spread 
‘perpetual fear’”, May 14). Sonia Gandhi was also 
right in saying that the vast majority of Indians 
want to live in peace. They will not leave any stone 
unturned to thwart divisive politics. Sir — Sonia 
Gandhi’s address to the delegates of the 
Congress’s Chintan Shivir summarised the 
political situation in the country accurately. The 
speech was well-written, befitting a leader who 
has helmed the party through tricky times. The 
three days of strategising should rejuvenate the 
Grand Old Party, which has almost been written 
off politically. Hopefully, the Chintan Shivir will 
also lead to the election of a new leader. The myth 
of the dynastic rule should be broken. Sir — The 
Congress’s brainstorming conclave at Udaipur 
concluded on the correct note. The Grand Old 
Party needs to completely overhaul its 
organisational structure and come up with some 
pathbreaking ideas. However, this is not enough. 
The ideas need to be implemented as well. For 
instance, the party stated that it will enforce the 
‘one family, one ticket’ rule. Yet, a rider was put in 
place exempting families that have a second 
member who has been working for the Congress 
for at least five years. This defeats the purpose of 
the rule. 

The Congress must also formulate an alternative, 
people-centric model of development. Only then 
can it expect a change in its electoral fortunes. Sir 
— The Centre has banned the export of wheat 
(“India bans wheat exports”, May 15). Such 
decisions are taken on the basis of the demand and 
supply in the country. For instance, India had to 
import wheat to support its public distribution 
system in 2006 for the first time in years. As per 
the government’s recent notification, India will 
allow exports backed by already issued letters of 
credit and to vulnerable countries. We should 
appreciate this timely action by the government to 
ensure food security in the country. Sir — One 
month ago, the Indian prime minister, Narendra 
Modi, told the American president, Joe Biden, in 
his inaugural address at the 2+2 ministerial 
meeting, that if the World Trade Organization 
allows India to export grains, it will start doing so 
from the next day to feed the world. Now India has 
banned the export of wheat. This will adversely 
affect the credibility of India as a reliable supplier 
in global markets. It conveys that India can change 
its stance at the drop of a hat. Instead, the 
government could have announced a bonus on .

Italy’s Great Divide

The economic impact of  heatwaves is steep
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NicobarNicobar
Andaman and 

 perfect summer getaway, Andaman and Nicobar, is an archipelago at the 
confluence of the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea. With an array of 
thrilling water sports, leisure facilities, and a host of activities, a vacation in 
Andaman and Nicobar can be as relaxed or filled with adventure as you'd A

like it to be. The weather is temperate most of the year and the best time to visit is between 
December-May. If you're planning to head here in this summer break then here's a pick of 
outdoorsy things which will keep you busy.

Must-visits in 

Andaman and 

Best time of  the day to visit: 

Morning and afternoon.
Required equipment: A transparent helmet, which pumps the 
oxygen in from an oxygen cylinder kept in the pontoon.

Mt. Harriet, the Andamans
This trek stretches up 16 kilometres starting from Mt. Harriet to 
Madhuban, winding across a picturesque terrain. Expect to see 
exotic birds and rare plants along the lush trail. Taking a guide 
along is highly recommended. Tents and all the trekking 
equipment are available on hire from the Andaman Teal House. 
Do not forget to acquire food, water, torch, and first aid, before 
you start. The best time to go hiking here is November-April.

Rajiv Gandhi Water Sports Complex, 

Beach number 7 (or more commonly known as Radhanagar Beach) was bestowed with the 
title of 'Asia's Best Beach' in 2004 by the TIME magazine. Known for its picturesque 
sunset, white sand and turquoise blue waters, the beach is a very popular hub lying on the 
western coast of Havelock Island. There's a watersports centre at the beach where visitors 
can hire snorkelling and scuba equipment and boats.

Radhanagar Beach, Havelock Island

Havelock Island at the Andamans is the most popular spot for scuba diving. Home to one 
of the richest coral reef ecosystem in the world, the waters here are pristine, and teeming 
with diverse marine life. There are two diving operators on Havelock—Barefoot Scuba 
and Dive India—which provide wannabe divers with training and all the requisite 
equipment. Both the operators are PADI (Professional Association of Diving Instructors) 
certified dive centres.

Havelock Island, the Andamans Baratang Island is located about 100 
kilometres away from the Port Blair 
city and offers a boat-safari, amidst 
the nature-made tunnel of thick 
mangrove plantations. A variety of 
exotic birds can be spotted along the 
lush trail of dense tree knots and 
canopies. This mangrove creek 
leads to the magnificent Lime Stone 
Caves, for which you must carry a 
torch with you.
Baratang Island is located about 100 
kilometres away from the Port Blair 
city and offers a boat-safari, amidst 
the nature-made tunnel of thick 
mangrove plantations. A variety of 
exotic birds can be spotted along the 
lush trail of dense tree knots and 
canopies. This mangrove creek 
leads to the magnificent Lime Stone 
Caves, for which you must carry a 
torch with you.

� Mangrove creek, Baratang Island

�North Bay Beach, Port Blair
Located just 15 minutes away from the Rajiv Gandhi Water Sports Complex, the North 
Bay Beach offers one of the easiest water sports—Sea-walking—in Andaman and 
Nicobar. Walking barefoot on the base of the sea offers you an exquisite view of rich 
marine-life and the corals. If you're heading to Andaman and Nicobar, don't miss this. 
Skilled life guards accompany you underwater, to ensure maximum safety.

Port Blair
Located in the heart of Port Blair, the Rajiv Gandhi Water Sports 
Complex offers an array of aqua-sports: banana rides, jet skiing, 
parasailing, speed boat rides, rowboat paddling, you name it! This 
ought to be your first pit-stop in the Andamans. The Centre is well-
equipped with changing rooms, and trained staff to ensure 
safety.The State Theatre of Opera and Ballet is yet another lavish 
construction, made of marble and gold trimmings. The tickets can 
get very expensive, but if you want to see a good Kazakh, Russian or 
Italian opera this is the place to be. You might not think of 
Kazakhstan as a prime place to experience such European culture, 
but the productions at the State Theatre of Opera and Ballet are as 
good as any you'll find in the old cities of Europe. This opera house 
can easily rival those of Vienna and Budapest. Apart from shows, the 
building in itself is worth the visit—filled to the brim with 
interesting pieces of art. The staff is very polite and helpful.
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Rocky is in me and you, 
says KGF 2 star Yash

ocking Star Yash is currently riding high on the 
success of his latest film, KGF: Chapter 2. It's Rbeen over a month since the film was released 

but it continues to shatter box-office records. Now, 
Yash has been associated with the franchise for the 
past 8 years - since KGF: Chapter 1. In a recent 
interview, Yash spoke about his character Rocky and 
the Rocky Effect on the masses.

ROCKY IS IN ME AND YOU: YASH
In an interview with The Week, Yash opened up about 

his character Rocky and the impact it has had on the 
masses. Let's call it the Rocky Effect, shall we? 
"More than external things, what is important is what 
you believe in and what you want to achieve. When 
we break that disappointment and do something 
great, the whole world will respect you - that is what 
Rocky is all about. I am sure Rocky is in me, and I 
think he is in you also," said Yash. And we couldn't 
agree more.

KGF GAVE ME CONFIDENCE: YASH
In the same interview, the Kannada superstar opened up 

about being associated with the franchise for the past 
8 years. "It’s been 8 years since Prashanth (Neel) and 
I started working on it. More than the character, it’s 
about the people I worked with. All of us built it from 
scratch. Prashanth has been a great director to work 
with. There is no ego. I am from a theatre background. 
We used to do backstage work from ironing to 
sweeping, and then go and act. Our ultimate goal was 
to entertain the audience. We have a similar team 
here. Everyone was doing everything for the sole 
purpose of entertaining the audience. Whatever I 
wanted to do, KGF gave me the confidence and I 
grew up with the right kind of people," said Yash.

Deepika Padukone is all 
smiles at Cannes 2022 jury 
dinner. Fans send her love

eepika Padukone looked super-happy as she 
attended the Cannes Film Festival 2022 dinner Don Monday night, May 16. The actress joined 

Rebecca Hall, filmmaker Jeff Nichols, and Iranian 
filmmaker Asghar Farhadi at the Cannes Film 
Festival jury dinner. The star-studded dinner took 
place at Hotel Martinez in Cannes, France.

DEEPIKA PADUKONE IS ALL SMILES AT 
CANNES JURY DINNER 2022

Deepika Padukone dressed up in a chic Louis Vuitton 
mini dress for her appearance at the Cannes 2022 
jury dinner in France. She was also seen posing for 
pictures with her fellow jury members, including 
Asghar Farhadi, Rebecca Hall, Vincent Lindon, 
Jasmine Trinca, Ladj Ly, Jeff Nichols, Noomi 
Rapace, and Joachim Trier. Le Jury de #Cannes2022 
s’affiche ce lundi soir hôtel Martinez Ladj Ly, 
Vincent Lindon, Jeff Nichols, Asghar Farhadi, 
Deepika Padukone, Rebecca Hall, Jasmine Trinca et 
Joachim Trier Manque à l’appe Noomi Rapace 
pic.twitter.com/70pIi0Muy1 — Destination Cannes 
2022 (@DestinationCan5) May 16, 2022

WHAT DID FANS SAY?
Fans soon commented on the video and pictures and 

sent their best wishes and love to Deepika Padukone.
Apart from Deepika, Hina Khan, Helly Shah, Pooja 

Hegde, Aditi Rao Hydari, and Tamannaah Bhatia 
will also be attending the Cannes Film Festival. 
Akshay Kumar was also supposed to walk the red 
carpet, however, after he tested positive for Covid-
19, he had to 'rest it out'. This year, Cannes’ Marche’ 
Du Film is celebrating India as its Official Country 
Of Honour and one can expect a whole lot of Indian 
glamour at the red carpet.

'Enroute Cannes' 

Tamannaah Bhatia 
looks fresh as a daisy in oversized shirt

Tamannaah Bhatia will be one of the many Indian 
celebs to walk the 75th Cannes red carpet. The 
actress, who was spotted leaving the bay on Monday, 
May 16, shared her first photos from France. The 
actress looked fresh as a daisy in an oversized shirt 
and the photo is too beautiful to miss.

‘ENROUTE CANNES’ FOR TAMANNAAH
Tamannaah Bhatia is all set to walk the Cannes Film 

Festival red carpet. The actress will be joined by 
Nayanthara, Pooja Hegde, Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan, Deepika Padukone, Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui, Hina Khan, Helly Shah. On Monday, May 
16, Tamannaah posted two photos from France. One 
was on her way to Cannes where she wore a blue 
striped oversized shirt. Another photo was of a 
French architecture.

TAMANNAAH’S WORK FRONT
Tamannaah Bhatia will be seen next in Anil Ravipudi's 

F3: Fun and Frustration. The film is slated to release 
on May 27, 2022. She also has Bole Chudiyan, 
Gurthunda Seethakalam, Babli Bouncer, Bhola 
Shankar and Plan A Plan B in the pipeline. Coming 
back to Cannes, the film festival kickstarts from 
Tuesday, May 17, and will continue until May 28. 
India is the official Country of Honour at the 
Marche’ Du Film, organised alongside the Cannes 
Film Festival, in France.

?Tamannaa
h Bhatia is 
all set to 
walk the 
75th 
Cannes red 
carpet. The 
actress 
posted a 
photo of 
herself from 
France, 
looking 
fresh as a 
daisy.

 Posted Ahead Of His 9th 
Appearance At The Film Festival

Cannes 2022: What 

Nawazuddin Siddiqui

awazuddin Siddiqui, all set to walk the Cannes red carpet for the 9th 
time, shared a post on his Instagram profile on Tuesday. The actor, who Nis one of the attendees at the prestigious film fest, shared a few shots of 

himself and wrote: "Pehle Cannes se suno, fir aankh se dekho. Yahi hai aaj ka 
lekha- jokha (First, hear it from the ears, then see it through the eyes, this is 
today's statement of account)." Nawazuddin Siddiqui has attended the Cannes 
Film Festival multiple times. A couple of his films, including Manto, Monsoon 
Shootout, Gangs Of Wasseypur 2 and Miss Lovely have been screened at 
Cannes.

Over the years, the actor has managed to document moments from his Cannes 
appearances on social media. Take a look at some of the posts here: In May 
2016, the actor shared this shot and he wrote: "The first step is always the 
hardest. My eighth film at Cannes, Psycho Raman. #NawazAtCannes 
#Cannes2016." A star of critically-acclaimed films like the Gangs Of 
Wasseypur series and the Sacred Games web-series, Nawazuddin Siddiqui was 
seen in 2020 release Serious Men. He is currently working on two projects - No 
Man's Land and Jogira Sara Ra Ra. Last year, Nawazuddin Siddiqui was 
nominated in the Best Actor category at the International Emmy Awards for his 
role in Serious Men, a satirical drama film based on Manu Joseph's book of the 
same name. On the professional front, the actor was last seen in Heropanti. His 
next film is Bole Chudiyan. He will also feature in Tiku Weds Sheru with 
Kangana Ranaut and Avneet Kaur. He will also star in Noorani Chehra and 
Adbhut. He has starred in films like Badlapur, Kick, Raman Raghav 2.0, 
Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Raees, Manjhi: The Mountain Man, Motichoor 
Chaknachoor and Raat Akeli Ha, among others.
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'Vijay Deverakonda

 Ananya Panday

 is so kind' says 

Liger co-star  | Exclusive

nanya Panday will make her South debut with When asked, she said, “Amazing! To talk to, he is so 
Liger. For the same, the actress joined hands kind. We had a lot of fun when we were shooting in Awith Vijay Deverakonda for the first time. USA together. We have wrapped the film, and I just 

Ananya and Vijay have been making headlines since wrapped up dubbing for the film. So now it’s almost 
2020. From their fun behind-the-scenes (BTS) fully ready. The film is going to come in August and 
sessions to talking their hearts out at Apoorva it is a full-on masala film. I think it will make people 
Mehta's birthday bash, the two have also gone on to really happy watching it.”
share a great rapport. In an exclusive interaction WILL ANANYA AND VIJAY BE A PART OF 
with IndiaToday.in, Ananya shared her experience KOFFEE WITH KARAN 7?
of working with Vijay. The seventh season of Karan Johar’s Koffee With 

‘VIJAY DEVERAKONDA IS SO KIND’ Karan will stream soon. Now, rumours are rife that 
Ananya Panday recently participated in a Skechers Ananya Panday and Vijay Deverakonda will grace 

event. Film-wise, her second release of the year, the show as guests. About the same, a source shared 
Liger will release on August 25, 2022. We recently with IndiaToday.in, "Vijay Deverakonda has made it 
heard the Liger theme too. In an exclusive to the guestlist for Koffee with Karan 7. In most 
conversation with IndiaToday.in, Ananya shared her probability, he will be appearing with Ananya 
experience of working with Vijay Deverakonda. Panday, his Liger co-star. 
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48 hours in

MilanMilan
48 hours in

Known for fashion and design, Milan is located in 
northern Italy and is the country's second largest and 

most cosmopolitan city. Offering top-notch art, 
culture, history and food, Milan is the perfect spot 

for a weekend of urban exploration.

Navigli

Pinacoteca di Brera

After visiting the art gallery, make your way towards 
Milan's trendy Navigli neighborhood, noted for its 
charming canals and vibrant nightlife. The oldest canal, 
Naviglio Grande, is lined with restaurants and pubs, as 
well as old barges fitted out as bars. You'll be able to find 
dinner and drinks in the area, a great way to wrap up your 
first night in Milan.

Just a few blocks from the castle is Milan's largest art 

c o l l e c t i o n ,  
Pinacoteca di Brera, 
w h i c h  h o u s e s  
Giovanni Bellini's 
'Madonna and Child' 
a n d  F r a n c e s c o  
Hayez's 'The Kiss'. 
The gallery closes at 
7:15 pm, so you'll 

have plenty of time to 
browse.

For an afternoon stroll, head over to 
Parco Sempione, a beautiful city park 

ornamented by the Porta Sempione (Arch of Peace) and 
the 14th-century Castello Sforzesco (Sforza Castle). The 
castle's fountain, nicknamed the 'Torta degli Sposi' 
(wedding cake) for its design, is a magnet for children in 
need of a quick splash in the summertime.

Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II is home to a number of 
luxury shops, including Prada, Gucci and Louis 
Vuitton—and some of Milan's oldest bars and restaurants. 
Scope out a lunch spot in the Galleria and stop by Zucca in 
Galleria afterwards for a cup of coffee or an aperitif. 

Parco 
Sempione

Galleria Vittorio Emanuele

Opened in 1867 along with the inauguration of the 
Galleria, Zucca was the first to offer Campari, a popular 
brand of Italian bitters.

No trip to Milan is complete without a visit to Piazza del 
Duomo (Cathedral Square), the city's main square. There 
you'll find the city's Gothic cathedral, the Duomo—it is 
the largest cathedral in Italy and the fourth largest in the 
world. The architecture inside and out is worth a close 
look. Ladies, make sure you cover your shoulders and 
legs (above your knees), or you won't be permitted to 
enter the cathedral. If you happen to be wearing a 
sleeveless shirt, there are a number of vendors in the 
piazza taking advantage of the opportunity by selling 
scarves and shawls.

If you're staying in Navigli, end your day with dinner at 
Ristorante Pizzeria Sant'Eustorgio, a restaurant and 
pizzeria that features simple dishes, a wide wine 
selection and terrace seating overlooking Piazza 
Sant'Eustorgio.

While in the Magenta neighbourhood, stop by 
Pasticceria Marchesi for the best sugar-coated croissants 
(called brioche) in the city. Circa 1824, Pasticceria 

Piazza del Duomo

Ristorante Pizzeria

Pasticceria Marchesi

Perfect summer 

Perfect summer destinations in 
India
Planning a vacation in India is a challenging task with 
the country’s incredible diversity throwing up a long 
list of names. From tropical islands and tea 
plantations to lush valleys overlooking the mighty 
Himalayas, there is no dearth of options when it 
comes to planning the perfect summer getaway in 
India. 

Coorg (Kodagu), Karnataka
Spread out across the Western Ghats, the 
misty valley of Coorg offers the perfect 
getaway from the scorching summer 
heat. Fondly referred to as the 
‘Scotland of India’ due to its verdant 
beauty and pleasant weather 
conditions, Coorg has a special place 
among all hill stations in India. A 
place where you can just sit around 
and watch the fog roll by.

Rishikesh, 
Uttarakhand
Styling itself as the ‘Yoga Capital of 
the World’, Rishikesh is a magnet for 
spiritual seekers. Surrounded by the 
fast-flowing Ganga and forested 
hills, the setting is definitely 
conducive for  relaxing and 
meditation. Rishikesh is also a 
popular white-water rafting centre 
and backpacking hang-out.

Ta w a n g ,  A r u n a c h a l  
Pradesh
A heady mix of religion, history and nature, Tawang is 
one of the least discovered towns in Arunachal 
Pradesh. Dotted with Buddhist monasteries and 
mystical gompas on one end and a war memorial on 
another, the valley begins to work its magic on 
travellers the moment they start descending the hills.

Ooty, Tamil Nadu
Established as a retreat from the scorching heat of the 

summer by the British, Ooty is a visual 
delight filled with pretty cottages, 
fenced flower gardens, thatched-roof 
churches and terraced botanical 
gardens. Venture a few kilometres out 
and find yourself surrounded by 
greener, quieter areas dotted with an 
abundance of pine trees.

Darjeeling, West Bengal
Surrounded by emerald-green tea 
plantations and set against a backdrop 
of jagged white Himalayan peaks, 
Darjeeling is nestled away in the 
northern regions of West Bengal. A 
journey on the ‘Toy train,’ which 
meanders up the hills to Darjeeling 

from New Jalpaiguri in the plains is a great way to explore 
and soak in the magnificent surroundings of this hill 
station.

Munnar, Kerala
Sprawling tea plantations, picture-perfect towns and 
winding lanes make Munnar a perfect destination for 
those looking for respite from the summer heat. Although 
the town itself is forever buzzing with activity, wander a 
few kilometres out and you’ll be engulfed in a thousand 
shades of green.

Marchesi is one of the oldest pastry shops in Milan. 
Don't forget to spend a few hours exploring on your 
own—after all, that's when the most exciting 
discoveries can take place.

Make time to visit Santa Maria delle Grazie, a church 
and former monastery with a beautiful facade and 
interior. The church is home to Leonardo da Vinci's 
15th-century masterpiece—The Last Supper. In order 
to see the painting, you will need to book a tour at least a 
few days in advance, as it is only shown to small guided 
tours for its protection.

Stop by retro-styled Rinomata Gelateria (Ripa di Porta 
Ticinese, 1) for crepes or ice cream and continue your 
stroll along Naviglio Grande, as Gelateria doesn't offer 
seating. Navigli is worth a second look, as its beauty 
isn't limited to the night hours and it offers a completely 
different vibe during the daytime. Strolling along the 
canals in the afternoon, you'll encounter specialty 
boutiques and shops, rather than neon-lit bars.

In front of the church stands the Colonne di San 
Lorenzo, Milan's best-known Roman ruin. Dating from 
the 2nd century, the columns were moved to their 
current location during the 4th century.

Santa Maria delle Grazie

Rinomata Gelateria

Colonne di San Lorenzo

destinations in

IndiaIndia
Pahalgam, Kashmir
Known as the ‘Valley of Shepherds,’ Pahalgam is a low-
rise town that stands at the confluence of Lidder River 
and Sheshnag Lake. The surrounding mountains 
contain many picturesque spots and over 20 

lakes to which countless guides and horsemen and 
more than eager to take you to.

Manali, Himachal Pradesh
With mountain adventures beckoning 

from all directions, Manali is the perfect 
destination for those looking to 

unwind during the summer months. 
Backpackers come to hang around 
in the villages near the main town 
and adventure tourists come for 

trekking, paragliding, rafting and 
skiing. About 53 km away from 

Manali is the famous Rohtang Pass 
offering up breathtaking sights of 

glaciers, peaks and valleys.

Nainital, Uttarakhand
A welcome relief from the heat of Delhi, Nainital is 
a small town in Kumaon which encircles the 
picturesque Naini Lake. There’s a busy town bazaar 
and a web of walking tracks around the forested 
hillsides, which have enticed travellers since pre-
independence days to retreat to Nainital during the 
summer months.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
The perfect summer getaway, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands offer tourists a relaxed tropical 
ambience and an array of thrilling adventure 
activities. Tourists from all over the world visit this 
tropical paradise for its rich and diverse marine life 
which is best seen while snorkelling and scuba 
diving around its many pristine beaches.
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New Delhi: As per reports, Hyundai India has variants from smaller segments, including output rated at 75 PS and 190 Nm and gets a 5-
silently discontinued Santro hatchback from entry-level hatchback and sedan. Not just speed manual and 5-speed AMT transmission 
the Indian market due to low sales. Further, Hyundai, other carmakers like Tata Motors option. 

 If the reports are true, Grand i10 Nios and Aura Hyundai has also stopped taking bookings for have followed the same strategy to dissolve 
will now be available with only two petrol-the Aura and Grand i10 Nios diesel variants, as smaller diesel cars, while offering diesel engine 
powered engine options - a 1.2-litre NA petrol per media reports. While there's no official in bigger vehicles.  The sales data indicate a 
and a 1.0-litre Turbo unit. While the 1.2-litre word from the South Korean automaker, it has low demand for diesel-engined small vehicles. 
four-cylinder naturally-aspirated petrol engine been reported that Hyundai has delisted the Maruti Suzuki, Volkswagen are some other 
makes 83 PS/ 114 Nm output, the 1.0-litre Santro from its website's online booking automakers with no diesel model in the 
three-cylinder turbocharged petrol engine section, giving rise to speculations. Further, portfolio. However, Hyundai will continue to 
produces 100 PS/ 172 Nm output. We are not dealers have also stopped taking bookings for offer diesel engine in volume-driven segments 
sure if Hyundai will discontinue the diesel the diesel variants of some cars. and models including Creta, Verna among 

The online booking section of Hyundai’s website engine in i20 as well, but for now, the premium others. 
has also delisted the diesel-powered variants of Both the Grand i10 Nios hatchback and Aura hatchback is the most affordable diesel-
these two cars. The move can be seen a compact sedan are offered with a 1.2-litre powered car from Hyundai, followed by Venue, 
consolidation to remove diesel powertrain three-cylinder diesel engine with the maximum Creta and Verna. 

Four key facts about India's record 
LIC IPO as shares tumble on debut

Hyundai Santro discontinued in India, Aura and Grand i10 diesel Nios to be axed too: Report

New Delhi: 

investors, a clutch of foreign 
investors and several domestic 
mutual fund houses had bid for its 
anchor book. Life Insurance 
Corporation of India fell nearly 8% on 
their market debut on Tuesday despite 
the country`s largest ever IPO being 
oversubscribed at the top of the price 
range. The government raised around 
$2.7 billion from selling a 3.5% stake 
in state-owned LIC which commands 
a majority of the market. The listing 
comes as India`s IPO market is 
slowing, with first-quarter proceeds 
raised through India`s primary 
markets worth $995 million via the 
three largest IPOs compared with 
$2.57 billion a year earlier, EY said in 
a report on Monday. Here are four key 
points regarding LIC`s listing:

three largest IPOs compared with $2.57 billion 
PRICING

a year earlier, EY said in a report on Monday. Life Insurance Corporation of India The price range for LIC`s issue was set between 
Here are four key points regarding LIC`s fell nearly 8% on their market debut on Tuesday 902 and 949 rupees per share. LIC offered a 
listing: PRICING The price range for LIC`s despite the country`s largest ever IPO being discount to employees and retail investors of 45 
issue was set between 902 and 949 rupees per oversubscribed at the top of the price range. The rupees per share, while policyholders were 
share. LIC offered a discount to employees and government raised around $2.7 billion from given a discount of 60 rupees per share. 
retail investors of 45 rupees per share, while selling a 3.5% stake in state-owned LIC which Investors bid for 478.4 million shares compared 
policyholders were given a discount of 60 commands a majority of the market. The listing with the total 162.1 million on offer. Apart from 
rupees per share. Investors bid for 478.4 million comes as India`s IPO market is slowing, with retail and institutional investors, a clutch of 
shares compared with the total 162.1 million on first-quarter proceeds raised through India`s foreign investors and several domestic mutual 
offer. Apart from retail and institutional primary markets worth $995 million via the fund houses had bid for its anchor book.

Rythu Bharosa status 2022: 
Have you got Rs 5,500 under 
Rythu Bandhu Scheme? Here's 
how to check payment status

New Delhi:  ‘Navratna’. The net proceeds from Considering the favorable The initial public offering (IPO) 
the fresh issue will be used for part Indian fertilizer industry of fertilizer company Paradeep Phosphates 
financing of the acquisition of the dynamics, it being one of the opened for subscription on Tuesday, May 17, 
G o a  f a c i l i t y ,  market leaders in Phosphatic 2022. The offer was subscribed 29 per cent 
repayment/prepayment of certain fertilizers in India, its plans to by the end of the first day of bidding.

It received total bids for 7,86,87,000 shares borrowings and for general improve cost efficiencies, and 
across both the stock exchanges against corporate purposes, according to i t s  p l a n s  t o  e x p a n d  
26,86,76,858 shares on offer, data from the details given in the red herring distribution channels, we 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) showed. prospectus (RHP). recommend ‘Subscribe’ to the 

Half of the issue size has been The Rs 1501.73 crore Paradeep IPO will be i s sue ,  wi th  long  t e rm 
reserved for qualified institutional available for subscription till Thursday, May perspective.”
buyers (QIBs), 15 per cent for non- Geojit Research in its IPO note 19, 2022, and the price band of the company 
institutional investors and the said, “At the upper price band has been fixed at Rs 39-42 per share. 
remaining 35 per cent for retail of Rs.42, PPL is available at Paradeep IPO comprises a fresh issue of 
investors. Investors who wish to P / E  o f  7 . 1 x  ( F Y 2 2  shares worth Rs 1,004 crore and an offer-for-

shares at Rs 42 each, data from the stock subscribe to Paradeep IPO can bid in a lot of annualized) which is attractive on a short to sale (OFS) of 11.85 crore equity shares by 
exchanges showed. The anchor investors 350 equity shares and multiples thereafter. At medium term basis. PPL is well-positioned to promoters and other selling shareholders. As 
comprise of Goldman Sachs, BNP Paribas the upper price band, they will be shelling out capture favourable Indian fertilizer industry part of the OFS, Zuari Maroc Phosphates Pvt 
Arbitrage, Kuber India Fund, Copthall Rs 14,700 to get a single lot of Paradeep dynamics supported by conducive Ltd (ZMPPL) will offload 60,18,493 equity 
Mauritius Investment, Societe Generale, Phosphates. The shares will be listed on both government regulations, driving raw shares and the government of India will sell 
ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund (MF), Nippon BSE as well as the NSE. material efficiency through backward up to 11,24,89,000 equity shares. The 
India MF, SBI MF, Tata MF, HDFC MF, DSP The applicants also must note that the cut-off integration of facilities and effective government will be offloading its entire 
MF and Mirae MF among others. The time for UPI mandate confirmation is Friday, sourcing and established brand name backed 19.55 per cent stake in the company. At 
research teams at Geojit Financial Services May 20, 2022, upto 12:00 pm. If they fail to by an extensive sales and distribution present, ZMPPL holds 80.45 per cent and the 
and IIFL Securities in their respective IPO do so then their application may not be network. Considering PPL’s expansion government of India owns the rest 19.55 per 
notes gave a “Subscribe” rating to the offer. considered. Axis Capital, ICICI Securities, plans, deepening the presence in western and cent stake in the company. aradeep 
IIFL Research in its report noted, “At the JM Financial and SBI Capital Markets are the southern regions of India, we assign a Phosphates is primarily engaged in 
upper price band of ?42, Paradeep book running lead managers to the offer ‘Subscribe’ rating for the issue on a short to manufacturing, trading, distribution and 
Phosphates Limited is demanding a P/E while Link Intime India is the registrar of the medium basis.” The share allotment is likely sales of a variety of complex fertilizers such 
multiple of ~11X based on FY21 earnings issue. Before heading into the IPO, Paradeep to take place on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, and as Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) and 
while the company’s price to sales ratio is at Phosphates on Friday raised over Rs 450.51 the shares are expected to be listed on Friday, NPK fertilizers. Its fertilizers are marketed 
0.66X of FY21 revenue. The industry crore (Rs 4,50,51,94,386.00) from 20 anchor May 27, 2022, according to the timeline under some of the key brand names in the 
average PE multiple is 15.73X of FY21. investors in lieu of 10,72,66,533 equity given in the RHP.market – ‘Jai Kisaan – Navratna’ and 

GST filing deadline shifted to May 
– Companies, taxpayers must 
read THESE points

New Delhi: Avanti Bikes launched a 
new range of mountain bikes (MTB) 
series ‘Shadow 24’, ‘Spice 24’, and 
‘Black Thunder in India 'for kids, 
teens, and pre-teens. With the launch 
of these new bikes, the company 
wants to ensure simple, affordable, 
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  m e a n s  o f  
transportation for kids. Hence, the 
Shadow 24 features a superlight 
alloy frame with a tough integrated 
head tube as well as a superlight 
alloy fork. With a reliable drivetrain 
and a rear shift guard, it's protected 
against even the roughest of kids. 
The launch price of the bike in India 
is Rs 26,000. Subsequently, Avanti 
Spice 24 features a light alloy frame 
with a tough integrated head tube as 
well as a tough little suspension fork. 
It also features a light action twist 
shifter that's easy for little hands to 
operate. The bike is retailed at Rs 
26,000 in India.

Black Thunder MTB Series features a 
tough and burly frame with disc 
brakes and extra-wide tires which 
can soak up every bump in the 
pavement or dirt and handle 
anything that kids throw at it. Black 
Thunder LE and Black Thunder 1 are 
the models priced at Rs 39,700 & Rs 
35,000 respectively. Avanti Bikes is 
running a special launch offer on the 
kids' bikes, ensuring the kids' safety 
– a complimentary Rosebank helmet 
with all Avanti kids' bikes. The 
bicycles are already available across 
the country through the dealer 
network. It can also be booked online 
b y  v i s i t i n g  t h e  w e b s i t e  
www.sportnetwork.in. Commenting 
on the launch, Jaymin Shah, 
Managing Director, Scott Sports 
India said “The Avanti Kids bikes are 
aimed at providing maximum fun for 
enthusiastic kids who enjoy riding 
their bikes for experiencing 
adventure as they grow. Our gear 
systems are designed to provide 
maximum control for young kids and 
the frames are built to last all the 
adven tures  tha t  come wi th  
childhood."

Avanti Bikes launches MTB cycles for 

kids in India, prices start at Rs 26,000

No shortage of fertilisers for kharif 
season: Mansukh Mandaviya

Paradeep Phosphates IPO: Everything you need to know

Rupee slips against Dollar 
| Check latest
New Delhi: The rupee on Wednesday opened 

lower against the US dollar in early trade. 
This comes after the rupee hit its life-time 
intra-day low of 77.79 before closing 11 
paise higher against the American currency 
on a stellar rally in the domestic stock 
markets and a pullback in the dollar on 
Tuesday. In the forex market, the rupee 
slipped 6 paise to 77.50 against the US dollar 
in early trade. Higher inflation, depressed 
risk assets performance and foreign fund 
outflows have been weighing on the Rupee.

Both equity indexes of share market opened in 
green on Wednesday. Sensex gained 0.56 
per cent or 303.90 points to 54,622.37. Nifty 
rose 0.57 per cent or 93.30 points to 
16,352.60. On Tuesday, after opening lower 
at 77.67, the local unit plunged further to its 
life-time intra-day low of 77.79 due to a 
spike in crude oil prices and disappointing 
macroeconomic data. However, a strong 
rally in the domestic equities helped the 
rupee rebound and close at 77.44, showing 
net gains of 11 paise over the last close of 
77.55. The dollar index, which gauges the 
greenback's strength against a basket of six 
currencies, fell 0.41 per cent to 103.75. The 
US dollar has eased around 1.5 per cent from 
the last week's two-decade high levels. 
Meanwhile, wholesale price-based inflation 
soared to a record high of 15.08 per cent in 
April mainly on account of spiralling prices 
of food, fuel and other commodities, which 
may prompt the Reserve Bank to hike 
interest rates in upcoming monetary policy 
review next month.

New Delhi: The Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has extended 
the due date for filing FORM GSTR-3B for 
the month of April, 2022 has been extended 
till 24th May while that of QRMP scheme in 
FORM GST PMT-06 has been extended till 
27th May, owing to a technical glitch. "The 
due date for filing FORM GSTR-3B for the 
month of April, 2022 has been extended till 
24th May, 2022 (refer notification No. 
05/2022-Central Tax  dated 17.05.2022)," 
said a CBIC tweet.

The due date of payment of tax for the month 
of April, 2022 by taxpayers under QRMP 
scheme in FORM GST PMT-06 has been 
extended till 27th May, 2022 (refer 
notification No. 06/2022-Central Tax dated 
17.05.2022)", CBIC tweet further added. 
Earlier yesterday, CBIC had acknowledged 
that a technical glitch has been reported by 
Infosys in the generation of April GSTR-2B 
and auto-population of GSTR-3B on the 
portal. "Infosys has been directed by Govt 
for early resolution. Technical team is 
working to provide GSTR-2B & correct 
auto-populated GSTR-3B at the earliest," 
the CBIC tweeted. GSTR-2B is an auto-
drafted Input Tax credit (ITC) statement 
which is available to every GST registered 
entity based on the information furnished by 
their suppliers in their respective sales 
return form GSTR-1. GSTR-2B statement 
is usually made available to businesses on 
the 12th day of the succeeding month, based 
on which they can claim ITC while paying 
taxes and filing GSTR-3B. GSTR-3B is 
filed in a staggered manner between 20th, 
22nd and 24th of every month for different 
categories of taxpayers. On Sunday, GST 
Network, which provides the technology 
backbone for Goods and Services Tax, had 
issued an advisory saying that in a few 
cases, certain records are not reflected in the 
GSTR-2B statement for the period of April 
2022 and asked taxpayers to file GSTR-3B 
return on a self-assessment basis. "The 
technical team is working to resolve this 
issue for the impacted taxpayers and 
generate fresh GSTR-2B at the earliest. 

Jordan Phosphate Mining nutrients in the international market have New Delhi .  Chemical  and 
Company for supply of 30 risen sharply in recent months. Asserting Fertilisers Minister Mansukh 
LMT rock phosphate, 2.50 that there would be no shortage of fertilisers Mandaviya said Tuesday there 
L M T  D A P,  1  L M T  during kharif season this year, Mandaviya will be no shortage of fertilisers 
phosphoric acid for the said the Narendra Modi government is “a during the ensuing kharif season, 
current year. India has also pro-poor and pro-farmer government” and adding that India has signed a 
signed a long-term MoU for is “committed to providing assured supply long-term agreement with 
5 years with Jordan for of fertilisers to the farmers”. “There is no Jordan-based companies for 
annual supply of 2.75 LMT shortage of fertilisers in the country,” supply of fertilisers, including 
MOP, which will uniformly Mandaviya said.2.5 lakh metric tonnes of DAP 

 adding that the government has taken rise every year up to 3.25 (di-ammonium phosphate). “I 
“proactive measures” to ensure adequate LMT, he said. “Currently, have come back from Jordan 
supply to the farmers ahead of the kharif we receive supply from after signing a long-term 
season, both by ramping up domestic there but it is not long term.” agreement for supply of 30 lakh 
production and partnerships with other The delegation visited the metric tonnes of rock phosphate 
countries. “In several countries, rationing J P M C  m i n e s  a n d  of the best grade. Besides, an 
of fertilisers is being done but we have not phosphoric acid production agreement has also been signed 
taken any such step in India,” Mandaviya facilities set up by Jordan for 2.75 LMT MOP [muriate of other countries to boost supply of 
said. He said fertiliser supply has been India Fertiliser Company. It also visited potash] and 2.5 LMT of DAP… The fertilisers. A high-level delegation led by 
affected because of the Russia-Ukraine Arab Potash headquarters.agreement is for five years,” he told Mandaviya visited Jordan from May 13-15 

The development comes at a time when war. Several companies were trying to get reporters. “Our companies would get an “for enhanced cooperation” in the fertiliser 
fertilizer supply has been disrupted by the benefit out of this situation by raising their assured supply,” the minister said, adding sector amid a global fertilizers “crisis”. He 
Russia-Ukraine war and prices of the prices, he said.that similar MoUs would be signed with said the MoUs have been signed with 

New Delhi: The Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan 
Mohan Reddy has released the first tranche 
of Rs 5,500 under YSR Rythu Bandhu PM 
KISAN Scheme. While monetary assistance 
of Rs 5,500 into the accounts of eligible 
farmers of Rythu Bandhu Scheme, Rs 2000 
would be credited under PM Kisan Scheme 
which is scheduled to be disbursed by the 
end of this month.

 Rythu Bandhu latest news 2022: If you are an 
eligible farmer seeking to know Rythu 
Bharosa status 2022, you will have to follow 
the below mentioned steps - You will have to 
be a registered farmer Visit official portal of 
R y t h u  B h a r o s a  
www.ysrrythubharosa.ap.gov.in.- Click on 
the menu-bar on top-right-corner.   Click on 
“Know your Status” option - Tap on “Know 
your RythuBharosa Status” option - Now 
you will need to fill your “Aadhaar 
Number” and click “Submit” button - You 
can now check your details regarding last 
installment and upcoming installment 
Under the YSR Rythu Bharosa - PM Kisan 
scheme, the AP State government gives 
financial assistance of Rs 13500 per year to 
eligible farmers in three different 
installments . The entire amount of Rs 
13500 does not come via YSR Rythu 
Bharosa scheme alone, and as the name 
suggests, the direct cash transfer includes Rs 
6000 annually assured to eligible farmers 
under PM KISAN Samman Nidhi Scheme 
(PM-KISAN). In other words, while Rs 
7,500 comes from the state government, 
another Rs 6000 comes via PM KISAN 
scheme.

?The listing comes as 
India`s IPO market is 
slowing, with first-
quarter proceeds raised 
through India`s 
primary markets worth 
$995 million via the 
three largest IPOs 
compared with $2.57 
billion a year earlier.

New Delhi, Thursday, 19 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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'New Delhi. Ishan Kishan has failed to live up to and they bowl the balls at good areas. “The three fours and four sixes down the order, was 
planning inside the dressing room may be there till the end. “Unfortunately, Tim David the most expensive player tag in this IPL but the 
different from what the outside people want.” was run out. If he was till the end, he could have Mumbai Indians wicketkeeper batter is not 

unduly worried about his form, saying even the He said his role was not about hitting finished the game.” SRH head coach Tom 
best of cricketers “struggle” at some point. The straightaway without analysing the situation of Moody said had David’s incredible innings not 
23-year-old was bought by MI for a whopping the game. “In cricket, it can never be sure that taken the game down to the wire, his side’s 
Rs 15.25 crore at the IPL auction earlier this you have just one role and I will just go out and chances of making the play-offs would have 
year. He scored 370 runs from 13 matches at an hit the ball. If you think about the team, it is increased on net run rate. SRH currently sit at 
average of 30.83, with the help of three half- more important to understand about your role,” eighth spot in IPL standings with 12 points, the 
centuries. Kishan, who scored 43 off 34 balls, said. “If the same as Kolkata Knight Riders and Punjab 

He is, though, MI’s second-highest run-getter in opposition bowlers are bowling well you need Kings, but placed below the two on inferior net 
this IPL, a fact which showed the woeful form to give respect to them and if you can save run rate. “At the end of the day, you’ve got to 
of most batters of the side. MI were out of the wicket it makes easier for the batters coming win the game first and that was our priority. We 
play-offs reckoning long time back after losing later. There cannot be just one situation. Some managed to get enough runs … but (if not for) 
eight matches on the trot. “Even the biggest of day, you need to go all out when you are an extraordinary innings from Tim David, we 
players (can struggle), I have seen the likes of chasing a big total, some day, you need to may have made a bigger impression on our net 
Chris Gayle taking time (to start hitting),” analyse the strength of opposition team run rate,” Moody said. Asked whether 
Kishan said at the post-match conference after whether they have good bowlers to bowl at the tearaway pacer Umran Malik is ready for 
MI lost by three runs to Sunrisers Hyderabad on death or not, or whether we have to save international cricket, Moody said, “Umran is 
Tuesday night. “Every day is a new day, every wickets or not.” Kishan also said that MI could still in a learning curve, he has bowled 
match is new. Some day, you get a good start, have won the match had Tim David, who had exceptionally well in this IPL. He had his 
some day, opposition bowlers come prepared smashed 46 off just 18 balls with the help of moments.

Tiger Woods says he’s all about 
majors, a Mickelson rebuke

Even biggest of players can struggle: Ishan Kishan on his below-par IPL season

on a chance to be celebrated for his historic Tulsa. Tiger Woods is all about majors and 
win last year at Kiawah Island when at age legacy, a point he drove home Tuesday in a 
50 he became golf’s oldest major sharp rebuke of Phil Mickelson and his 
champion. He is the first PGA champion support of a Saudi-funded golf venture that 
not to defend since Woods was recovering led to Lefty not defending his title at the 
from knee surgery in 2008 and skipped PGA Championship.  ven as Woods resumes 
Oakland Hills. “It’s always disappointing a remarkable return from a car crash 15 
when the defending champion is not here,” months ago that nearly led to his right leg 
Woods said. “Phil has said some things that being amputated, the PGA Championship 
I think a lot of us who are committed to the cannot escape the absence of Mickelson and 
tour and committed to the legacy of the tour speculation about who might sign up for 
have pushed back against, and he’s taken Greg Norman’s new Saudi-backed golf 
some personal time, and we all understand series.
that. But I think that some of his views on some top players were being offered more than Woods said he has not tried to reach out to 

how the tour could be run, should be run, been a the $120 million Woods has made in career Mickelson since his self-imposed hiatus from 
lot of disagreement there.” “He’s just taking his PGA Tour earnings. Mickelson showed his golf three months ago, mainly because of their 
time and we all wish him the best when he hand in two interviews published in February. difference of opinion on how golf should be 
comes back.” Woods, meanwhile, is back and He accused the PGA Tour of “obnoxious run. “I understand different viewpoints, but I 
more optimistic than he was a month ago at the greed” while playing in Saudi Arabia, and more believe in legacies. I believe in major 
Masters. He said those who are close to him incendiary comments followed when Alan championships. I believe in big events, 
were thrilled to see him walk all 72 holes at Shipnuck published an excerpt of his comparisons to historical figures of the past,” 
Augusta National, his first time walking while unauthorized biography on Mickelson. Woods said. “There’s plenty of money out 
competing since the Feb. 23, 2021, accident in Mickelson said the Saudis were “scary mother-here,” he said. “The tour is growing. But it’s 
Los Angeles that shattered bones in his right leg (expletives) to get involved with,” and then just like any other sport — it’s like tennis — 
and ankle. All he could think about the day after dismissed its human rights atrocities — such as you have to go out there and earn it. You’ve got 
was a bad putting week that led to a 78-78 the killing of Washington Post columnist Jamal to go out there and play for it. We have 
weekend. “I did not see it that way Monday,” he Khashoggi — by saying it was worth it to gain opportunity to go ahead and do it. It’s just not 
said. “I was a little ticked I didn’t putt well, and leverage to make changes on the PGA Tour. He guaranteed up front.” That was a reference to 
felt like I was hitting it good enough and I wish also said he didn’t care if the Saudi league some of the Public Investment Fund money out 
I had the stamina.” He said the Monday after failed, as long as the tour made changes he of Saudi Arabia being offered to players to join 
the Masters was a tough day of recovery, and wanted. Mickelson decided last Friday he Norman and his LIV Golf Investments. 
then he went right back to work trying.would not play at Southern Hills, missing out According to various reports out of Britain, 

IPL 2022, KKR vs LSG: With fate 
in their own hands, Shreyas 
Iyer’s Kolkata hope to go big or 
go home
'New Delhi. Here we are, in the final match of 

the group stage for Kolkata Knight Riders 
and Lucknow Super Giants. The teams have 
had contrasting fortunes in the Indian 
Premier League this season. While LSG 
made a place in the top two positions in the 
league table at the start of the season, KKR 
dwindled at the bottom three. However, 
when push came to shove, KKR shook the 
dust off of themselves and got to business, 
recording huge wins to their name. On the 
other hand, Lucknow have faltered in the 
final few matches and are struggling to get a 
momentum going into the playoffs. The 
Equation For KKR, it is quite simple. Not 
only do you have to win, you have to win by 
a huge margin to trump Delhi Capitals’ 
NRR. They will also have to hope that DC 
and Royal Challengers Bangalore lose their 
final games, for them to make an entry to the 
playoffs.

For Lucknow, it is rather simple. They are well 
placed to qualify for one of the four places, 
however, that is not assured yet. A huge loss 
for them and a huge win for either RCB or 
DC can still throw them out from the top 
four. So there is no chance for them to be 
complacent. Injury Alert Ajinkya Rahane 
has been forced to cut his IPL short after 
tearing a tendon against SunRisers 
Hyderabad and it is possible that he will not 
be part of any cricket for the next one and 
half months. In that case, KKR might play 
Baba Indrajith. key Players Sunil Narine 
(KKR): Sunil Narine has a knack of coming 
clutch in the late stages. He did so in the last 
season as well, winning KKR crucial 
matches with bat and ball. After the kind of 
batting failure LSG have had, KL Rahul 
might take some time to get his eye in the 
wicket. In that case, Narine, outside of the 
powerplay can be very crucial for KKR in 
controlling the runs. Mohsin Khan (LSG): 
Tall, big and built like a tank, Mohsin Khan 
and his bouncers can come clutch against 
the batting line-up for KKR. He might 
change the game today Probable Playing 
Xis Kolkata Knight Riders aba Indrajith, 
Venkatesh Iyer, Shreyas Iyer (c), Nitish 
Rana, Sam Billings (wk), Rinku Singh, 
Andre Russell, Sunil Narine.

Yuzvendra Chahal and Devdutt 
Padikkal prank Rajasthan Royals 
teammate Prasidh Krishna

Makes you feel you are bullet-

proof: NZ batter Henry Nicholls 

excited to face inspirational 

Brendon McCullum

History beckons Eintracht Frankfurt and Rangers in Europa League final

How’s the Josh? Badminton star 
Chirag Shetty shares screenshot 
from famous Thomas Cup 
winning WhatsApp group
'New Delhi. Indian badminton player and one 

of the most important part of India’s Thomas 
Cup winning team, Chirag Shetty has shared 
the screenshots from their famous 
WhatsApp group. 

The Indian shuttlers have spoken about this 
little initiative several time after winning the 
trophy and stated how that group bought the 
team closer. Sharing the screenshot on 
Twitter, Shetty wrote, “30/04/2022 we made 
the group. 15/05/2022 we actually got it 
home. Name of the group “It’s coming home 
TUC” . P.S It’s an actual SS of our chat! 
#thomascup” 30/04/2022 we made the 
group. 15/05/2022 we actually got it home. 
Name of the group “It’s coming home TUC” 
. P.S It’s an actual SS of our chat! 
#thomascup pic.twitter.com/Wb8bG3rbcI 
— Chirag Shetty (@Shettychirag04) May 
17, 2022 Shetty, who partnered Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy for the first doubles in the final 
match saved four match points to win a 
crucial game. The tight win gave India a 2-0 
lead in the finals before Kidambi Srikanth 
came and defeated Jonathan Christie to win 
the trophy for India. After India’s win, 
India’s third singles player, who pulled off a 
miracle in the semi-final of the tournament - 
HS Prannoy, had said that the group was 
named “It’s coming home.” “We had this 
WhatsApp group set up just after the 
Thomas Cup team was decided. I created the 
group. We thought that we need a group to 
have open conversations about everything 
regarding the tournament.

'New Delhi. headlines when more than 30,000 made against those strong opponents is really good, Eintracht Frankfurt and 
their way into the Camp Nou in Barcelona so we have the character to play this final, we Rangers will get a chance to end decades 
for the second leg of the quarterfinals. have the qualities, and we also have the of despair when they meet in the Europa 
UEFA has asked for fans without tickets not belief. That’s the most important thing, to League final on Wednesday. For 
to travel to Spain for Wednesday’s final, have the belief that you can achieve.” Frankfurt, it will be an opportunity to win 
and warned about the dangers of Frankfurt, led by veteran goalkeeper Kevin its first European trophy in more than 40 
purchasing tickets on the secondary Trapp, made it to the final unbeaten after years. For Rangers, a chance for its first 
market. More than 40,000 seats will be eliminating some strong opponents — Real continental title in 50 years. Triumph in 
available at Ramón Sánchez-Pizjuán Betis in the round of 16, Barcelona in the the second-tier competition in the Spanish 
Stadium, but only about 10,000 tickets quarterfinals and West Ham in the semifinals. city of Seville will also guarantee the 
were allocated to each club. Sevilla city Frankfurt is trying to become the third winner an automatic spot in the group 
officials planned to open fan zones to unbeaten team to win the title in the Europa stage of next season’s Champions League. 
accommodate those not able to make it to League era, after Chelsea in 2019 and “For Eintracht, for the fans, for the club, Zenit St. Petersburg. The Scottish club is 

the game. The match will pit two physical Villarreal in 2021. Every team that gets to the for the players, (winning again after 42 years) looking for its first European trophy since 
and high-intensity teams with impressive final has earned it because it’s a long road. would be the most important thing ever,” earning the Cup Winners’ Cup in 1972. Both 
runs to the final. You have to win a lot of matches,” Glasner Frankfurt coach Oliver Glasner told clubs have huge fan bases, and tens of 

said. “Rangers eliminated two top teams UEFA.com. Rangers, led by captain and top scorer James thousands are expected to swarm into 
from the Bundesliga over two legs. That Tavernier, lost its first two group games but “It has extraordinary significance, great southern Spain this week to try to see their 
shows they’re very good and also shows eventually gained momentum. It will be significance, and that’s why we’re going to team succeed again, prompting concern from 
they’re well equipped for German football, boosted by having already eliminated two try our best so that we come home with the local authorities and UEFA. There had been 
so I’m expecting a very even, hard-fought German clubs — Borussia Dortmund in the trophy and spend one or two nights fan violence involving visiting fans in Seville 
contest.” The last encounter between the two first knockout round and Leipzig in the celebrating with our fans.” It will be when local clubs Sevilla and Real Betis 
clubs was painful for Rangers. The Scottish semifinals. When you’re in the knockout Frankfurt’s first European final since beating hosted matches earlier in the competition. 
club conceded six goals in each of the two stages, it’s all or nothing, and the character of Borussia Mönchengladbach in 1980 in an all- Before the semifinals between Frankfurt and 
legs of the European Cup semifinals in 1960, my players has been outstanding,” said German matchup in the UEFA Cup, the West Ham in Germany, more than 30 arrests 
being deprived of an opportunity to play a Rangers coach Giovanni van Bronckhorst, predecessor to the Europa League. Rangers were made after supporters of both clubs 
home final in Glasgow. Frankfurt went on to who was hired in November after Steven was close to European glory when it played clashed in several locations in Frankfurt. 
lose the final to Real Madrid 7-3.Gerrard joined Aston Villa. “To be able to win in the UEFA Cup final in 2008, but it lost to Fans of the German club also attracted 

'New Delhi. for the fielding team to make that as hard as batsmen’s bodies. The easternmost Rishabh Pant was exasperated. 
it can, mainly by bowling towards the pitch was in use once more, and it was Shardul Thakur had been trying to force 
longer side. That is what Anrich Nortje did all but impossible for the GT batsmen Kagiso Rabada to hit to the longer boundary, 
on Monday, for instance, bowling a short, to clear deep midwicket on the far but his slower one had arrived around off- 
quick ball into Jonny Bairstow, who’s pull western side against Russell’s bite. stump, and the South African had swatted him 
could not clear deep backward square leg They gave three catches to Rinku easily over the shorter deep-midwicket rope. 
on the distant boundary. But like with so Singh in that position in that one From behind the stumps, the Delhi Capitals 
many innovations in T20, the basic ploy Russell over alone. This looks best skipper pushed hard with both hands towards 
has given rise to its own variations and when it comes off from a spinner, the longer offside, imploring Thakur to shift 
responses from both batsmen and bowlers. although Arshdeep Singh is a frequent the line further away from Rabada.
Buttler’s precise attack On April 2 in a practitioner of the bluff; he’ll set a The very next ball, Thakur got it right, pitching 
game between Rajasthan Royals and field to protect the longer boundary the cutter on off and getting it to slant across 
Mumbai Indians, the pitch at the other end and then, looking for a miscue, try to much wider. In no position to pull now, predictable Conversely, batsmen can pre-
of the DY Patil square was being used. And MI induce the batsmen to hit his slower ones Rabada ended up slapping it straight to wide meditate their shots if the bowler is constantly 
had got their plans worked out. Their two left- to the shorter rope. Rashid Khan enticed long-off on the farther rope. The last threat bowling wide on the longer side. Rahul 
arm pacers, Tymal Mills and Daniel Sams, Venkatesh Iyer to slog over the nearer gone, DC wrapped up a crucial 17-run win Chahar and Harpreet Brar were spinning it 
bowled their four overs each from the Pavilion midwicket boundary at DY Patil; the left-over Punjab Kings at DY Patil Stadium on away outside off to Mitchell Marsh on 
End, their angle taking the ball away from the hander went for it, but it was a googly, and Monday. The difference between the Monday, and the Australian eventually cut 
right-hander towards the longer off-side. But Venkatesh was caught on the edge of the boundaries on the edges of the ‘V’ was around them for fours to the distant square rope, 
by then, Buttler had already caused maximum fence. Ravichandran Ashwin lured a set 6-7 metres in that game. The gap between the despite the presence of a sweeper. Even 
damage. In the fourth over, he took apart Basil Tilak Varma to go for the same boundary square ropes on either side of the pitch was Jasprit Bumrah couldn’t escape punishment 
Thampi with a sequence of four, six, six, four with a loopy delivery that belonged to Test almost double, at 13 metres. Five pitches at against KL Rahul on the easternmost surface 
and six. Four out of Buttler’s five hits were to cricket; the young left-hander took the each ground have been used during this Indian at Wankhede Stadium on April 24. Rahul read 
the shorter boundary, between deep bait, only to be bowled. Perhaps the best Premier League round-robin stage, and the a wide yorker correctly to slice it to the left of 
midwicket and long-on. example of a bluff came during Yuzvendra boundary distances differ the most when deep point on the longer rope. And when 

Chahal’s hat-trick against Kolkata Knight Thampi was so stunned he didn’t even try pitches at either end of the square are used. In Bumrah put more men in that area, Rahul went 
Riders at Brabourne Stadium. One square making Buttler hit to the farther side. Buttler a highly tactical format where teams try to to the right of deep point for four more. But 
boundary was so far that Buttler had run rode on that momentum to make a match-squeeze out tiny advantages wherever they then, against someone of Bumrah’s class, it 
four runs earlier. Chahal began wide winning century. Still, the boundary can, this substantial variation in boundary took the class of Rahul to breach the longer 
towards that side to a rampaging Shreyas differences would keep Buttler wary at the sizes has a big say in how a T20 game plays boundaries. One-trick ploy Andre Russell can 
Iyer, but then slipped one fuller and innings break. “I’m a bit nervous as it is hard out, and often, in determining its outcome. bowl a mean short ball when he wants to, and 
quicker into the pads. Shreyas was not to tell if it is a good score or not with the short The fundamental approach obviously is for against Gujarat Titans at DY Patil Stadium, he 
expecting that line at.boundary one side,” Buttler had said. Too the batting team to target the shorter side and simply kept doing that, angling it into the 

Where to bowl in the IPL Depends on boundary length

'New Delhi. New Zealand are 
scheduled to tour England for a 
three-match Test series in June 
2022. The Kiwis, who drubbed 
England last time in the longest 
format of the game just before the 
World Test Championship finals, 
will expect a repeat performance 
with a fully fit side at their helm.

On the other hand, the NZ series will 
begin a new era for Test cricket in 
England under new captain Ben 
Stokes  and coach Brendon 
McCullum. McCullum, who has 
been heavily praised by England’s 
managing director of men’s cricket - 
Rob Key, is expected to bring 
aggression back into the team. The 
Kiwi legend, who was a key figure 
in the rise of New Zealand cricket, 
will be taking over in June after the 
commencement of the Indian 
Premier League. Speaking about the 
appointment, Kiwi batter Henry 
Nicholls said that McCullum will be 
a massive asset for the team. Impact 
on NZ Cricket "It’s been well 
documented the impact he’s had on 
New Zealand cricket and the culture 
within the team, so he’s going to be a 
massive asset to England," Nicholls 
told reporters. "He’s a hugely 
inspiring character and certainly a 
guy who will lead from the front. 
"He gave everyone around him a lot 
of confidence and made you feel like 
you’re 10 foot tall at times and 
bullet-proof. "I know a lot of 
English guys have probably spent a 
bit of time with him at the IPL 
(Indian Premier League) and 
different franchises around the 
world, so I’m sure he won’t be too 
foreign to them. "It’s pretty exciting 
for us to be taking him on first up at 
Lord’s as well." Stokes' Aggression

England have had a horrible slump in 
the longest format of the game, with 
p u n d i t s  c r i t i c i s i n g  t e a m  
performances and ECB policies in 
domestic cricket. England were 
thrashed in the Ashes Down Under 
where they could not put bat to ball 
against the Aussie pace attack. 
Nicholls believes that the induction 
of Ben Stokes will change that and 
having McCullum at his side might 
just play into the hands of the 
English team.

'New Delhi. If there is one IPL team who 
knows how to give its fans a good laugh, it is 
Rajasthan Royals. The trio of Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Devdutt Padikkal and KC Cariappa 
joined hands to trick their teammate Prasidh 
Krishna.

The trio setup a fake photoshoot for Prasidh 
and made him perform to the title track of 
the Hindi movie Bhool Bhulaiya. Chahal, 
Padikkal and Cariappa also instructed the 
content team to take many retakes. In a 
video tweeted by Rajasthan Royals, the trio 
could be seen enjoying themselves in a hotel 
room while watching Prasidh perform on 
the song as well as pose for appeal 
celebration. After some time, Chahal, 
Padikkal and Cariappa came out of the room 
to where the entire photoshoot was setup 
and apologised to Prasidh, who in return 
said that it didn't even feel like a prank and 
that he was happy in his skin. “Violence, 
violence, violence - Skiddy’s mood after 
this shoot, thanks to @devdpd07, 
@cariappa14 & @yuzi_chahal,” tweeted 
the franchise along with the video. In the 
2022 season, the Royals have been 
impressive and sit in the second position on 
the points table. The Sanju Samson-led side 
has done exceedingly well throughout the 
tournament. It is noteworthy to mention that 
both orange cap and purple cap holders are 
from the Royals. While Jos Buttler (627 
runs) has the orange cap, Chahal (24 
wickets) holds the purple cap.

New Delhi, Thursday, 19 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES



NATIONAL 12

use its nuclear technology only for details of their nuclear New Delhi: India surprised the world by 
peaceful purposes and not war. arsenal. But according to the conducting its first nuclear test at 

Operation Shakti Cut to May 11, Stockholm International Pokhran, codenamed ‘Project Smiling 
1998, and India conducted its Peace Research Institute, Buddha’, on May 18, 1974. The project 
second nuclear test codenamed India’s nuclear arsenal was so named as it was Buddha Purnima 
Operation Shakti, once more at comprises 90-110 nuclear on the day. With this development, India 
Pokhran. This time too, the weapons.  US-based Arms became the sixth country in the world 
government, scientists and Control Association (ACA) after the five permanent members of the 
military were able to hoodwink believes India has an United Nations Security Council 
American satellites, hair-raising intermediate-range ballistic (UNSC) to go public about its nuclear 
details of which were given by missile that can deliver a test. “The Buddha has finally smiled,” 
veteran journalist Raj Chengappa single warhead over 3,000 BARC director Raja Ramanna had 
in his book, “Weapons of Peace: km. It is also developing two quipped to then Prime Minister Indira 
The Secret Story of India’s Quest intercontinental ballistic Gandhi after the successful test. 
to be a Nuclear Power”.  The India had upped its nuclear programme missiles.  India’s other 
Indian Army carried out dummy since its defeat to China in 1962, and the delivery systems include Civil Nuclear Agreement. The deal 
exercises so as to be noticed by American Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) multiple nuclear-capable short and opened the window for India to engage in 
satellites, and fool the CIA into thinking provided further impetus to the same. medium ballistic missiles, which are nuclear commerce, the first non-NPT 
that those were routine activities. As the The Indira government had refused to be under the control of its Strategic Forces country to do so. By then, India had 
US huffed and puffed after the tests, PM a signatory to NPT in 1968, terming it Command. gained recognition as nuclear power and 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee shot off a strongly Indian nuclear delivery systems also “nuclear apartheid”.  The NPT’s stated emerged as a strategic partner for the US 
worded letter to US President Bill feature a land-attack cruise missile objective was to prevent the spread of in Asia – partly because of the 9/11 
Clinton, pointing to neighbourhood called BrahMos, which was jointly nuc lear  weapons  and  promote  attacks, followed by America’s war on 
threats from China and Pakistan, and developed with Russia and has an disarmament, but it actually divided the terror.  Since the early 2000s, India had 
why India needed nuclear deterrence. estimated range of 300-500 km. Further, world into nuclear haves and have nots. gradually started nuclear cooperation 

But as expected, strong US sanctions India has a nuclear-powered ballistic The former comprised the five with the US, UK, France and Russia, but 
followed, only to be lifted a few months missile submarine that completes its permanent members of UNSC – the not China. By now, it would have entered 
later. Since then, India has come a long “nuclear triad”, i.e. the ability to launch United States, the United Kingdom, the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) had 
way as a nuclear power. In 2008, US nuclear strikes by land, air and sea. It also France, Russia and China. As the West it not been for stubborn resistance from 
President George W Bush and PM has a range of aircraft available for fretted over India’s nuclear test, the China.  India’s nuclear arsenal No 
Manmohan Singh signed the Indo-US potential nuclear payload delivery.Indira government insisted that it would country, including India, releases actual 

India Had Most Pollution Deaths In 2019, Over 23.5 Lakh: Lancet Study
despite well-documented increases in deaths due to pollution have led to New Delhi: India saw over 23.5 lakh 
public concern about pollution and its economic losses totalling USD 4·6 premature deaths due to pollution of all 
health effects," Fuller said in a trillion in 2019 globally, which is 6.2 types - including 16.7 lakh fatalities 
statement. In India, air pollution is most per cent of global economic output, it caused by air pollution - in 2019, the 
severe in the Indo-Gangetic Plain said. Economic losses due to modern highest among all countries globally, 
(northern India), where topography forms of pollution - ambient according to a new study published in The 
and meteorology concentrate pollution particulate matter air pollution, ozone Lancet Planetary Health journal.

The majority of air pollution related deaths - from energy, mobility, industry, pollution, lead exposure, occupational 
9.8 lakh - in India were caused by ambient agriculture, and other activities, the carcinogens, gases, fumes - have 
PM2.5 pollution -- tiny pollution particles researchers said. According to the increased between 2000 and 2019 in 
in the air that are two and one half microns study, burning of biomass in India and are now approximately 1 per 
or less in width, the researchers said. households was the single largest cause cent of its gross domestic product 

have a strong centralised administrative Another 6.1 lakh were due to household of air pollution deaths in India, (GDP), it said.
system to drive its air pollution control The new report is an update to The Lancet air pollution, they said. Globally, followed by coal combustion and crop 
efforts and consequently improvements in Commission on Pollution and Health. It pollution of any kind was responsible for burning.
overall air quality have been limited and Population-weighted mean exposure to states that although the number of deaths nine million deaths in 2019 - equivalent to 
uneven," they said. The report noted that ambient air pollution peaked nationally in from pollution sources associated with one in six deaths worldwide.Air pollution 
India's PM2.5 pollution remains well India at 95 milligrammes per cubic metre extreme poverty - such as indoor air - both household and ambient - was 
above World Health Organisation (WHO) (mg/m3) in 2014, was reduced to pollution and water pollution - have responsible for the greatest number of 
guidelines of 10 microgram per cubic 82mg/m3 by 2017, but more recently has decreased, these reductions are offset by deaths at 6.67 million worldwide. "The 
metre in 93 per cent area of the country. been rising slowly again, the researchers increased deaths attributable to industrial health impacts of pollution remain 
The WHO had recently tightened its said. "India has developed a range of pollution such as ambient air pollution enormous, and low- and middle-income 
health-based global air quality guidelines, instruments for tackling air pollution, and chemical pollution. "Pollution is still countries bear the brunt of this burden. 
lowering the guideline value for PM2·5 including a National Clean Air Program, the largest existential threat to human and Despite its enormous health, social and 
from 10 microgram per cubic metre to 5 and in 2019 launched a Commission for planetary health and jeopardises the economic impacts, pollution prevention is 
microgram per cubic metre. Deaths due to Air Quality Management in the National sustainability of modern societies," said largely overlooked in the international 
traditional pollution (household air Capital Region. State Pollution Control study co-author Professor Philip development agenda," said study lead 
pollution from solid fuels and unsafe Boards have regulatory powers to impose Landrigan, Director, Global Public Health author Richard Fuller, from Global 
water, sanitation, and hand washing) in and enforce emissions standards on P rog ram and  Globa l  Po l lu t i on  Alliance on Health and Pollution, Geneva, 
India have reduced by more than 50 per pollution sources," the authors of the Observatory at Boston College, US. Switzerland. "Attention and funding has 
cent since 2000, the report said. Excess study noted. "However, India does not "Preventing pollution can also.only minimally increased since 2015, 

New Delhi: Industrialist Anand Mahindra has promised 
India shuttler, Chirag Shetty, that his auto company 
will “work extra hard” to deliver a Mahindra XUV700 
that he had ordered. Chirag Shetty, who was part of the 
Indian contingent that defeated the 14-time champion 
Indonesia at the Thomas Cup, recently ordered the 
latest offering by the carmaker.

Quote-tweeting a post shared by Chirag Shetty, the 
Mahindra boss wrote, “Since that makes the XUV700 
the Choice Of Champions, we will have to work extra 
hard to get it to you ASAP.” Anand Mandira also wants 
Veejay Nakra, the company's president of the 
automotive division, to pay attention. But, in the 
middle of this, Anand Mahindra didn't forget to give a 
personal touch to the tweet. “By the way, I have 
ordered one for my wife and I am still in the queue. 
Sadly, the global supply chain disruptions are plaguing 
all car companies,” he said. It all started when an elated 
Anand Mahindra penned a note after India won the 
Thomas Cup. Mr Mahindra called it a “dawn of an era 
of Indian ascendancy in this sport.” And, Chirag 
Shetty, who played the Men's double with Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy, didn't miss the chance to try his luck. 
“Thank you, sir. I have booked an XUV700 recently. 
Hope I can get it soon,” he wrote. The Kidambi 
Srikant-led Indian outfit made the country proud by 
dominating a 3-0 win over Indonesia. It was India's 
maiden Thomas Cup win. Anand Mahindra didn't miss 
the chance to celebrate Kidambi Srikant and the team. 
He quoted what the ace Indian shuttler had said about 
team spirit and urged everyone to "remember that: in 
business and in all of life."

SSC Scam: Bengal Minister 'DISAPPEARS' with daughter after the CBI summon

India Records 1,829 New COVID-19 
Cases, 33 Covid Deaths In 24 Hours: 
Centre

N e w  D e l h i :  T h e  I n d i a  
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has said that in Delhi, the 
mercury will rise to 43 degrees 
Celsius on Wednesday (May 18) 
and hit the 45-degree Celsius 
mark by Friday. The Met Office 
issued a "yellow" alert warning 
of a heatwave in parts of the 
capital on Friday. The IMD has 
predic ted  tha t  heatwave 
conditions are very likely over 
Jammu division, parts of Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan on 
Wednesday while on Thursday, 
similar heatwave conditions are 
expected at isolated places in 
par t s  o f  Ut ta r  Pradesh ,  
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana and 
Gujarat.

Heatwave conditions in isolated 
pockets are very likely over 
Uttar Pradesh on May 19; 
Madhya Pradesh and Vidarbha 
on May 20 and 21; Punjab and 
Haryana on May 19 and 20; 
Rajasthan on May 18 to 21, the 
IMD warning said. The arrival 
of monsoon t present, the 
weather situation indicates that 
the southwest monsoon has 
arrived over parts of South Bay 
of Bengal, Andaman Nicobar 
Islands, and the Andaman Sea. 
The Met department had said 
yesterday (May 17) that due to 
strong cross-equatorial flow 
from the Bay of Bengal to the 
Andaman  Sea  i n  l ower  
tropospheric levels, widespread 
rainfall is very likely over 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
during the next 5 days. Delhi 
may witness thunderstorms and 
gusty winds under the influence 
of a fresh western disturbance 
on Saturday and light rain on 
Sunday which would bring the 
mercury down to 40 degrees 
Celsius on the weekend. In 
Kerala, the IMD has issued an 
Orange alert in seven districts in 
Kerala for Wednesday. 

From spy games with US to deterring neighbours, 

a look at India’s nuclear journey from 1974

Mundka fire: North Delhi civic 
body says owner never 
applied for sanction of 
building plan
New Delhi: Days after a massive fire killed 27 people at a 

four-storey building in West Delhi’s Mundka, the North 
Delhi Municipal Corporation said that the building 
owner had never applied for sanction of building plan. 
The civic body stated that the department was not aware 
of the fire no-objection certificate. The NDMC has 
suspended two section officers and one licensing 
inspector in connection with the Delhi Mundka fire. 
According to an official statement, Licensing Inspector 
Sandeep Kaushik, Section Officer of General Branch S 
K Sharma, and Section Officer of House Tax 
Department B R Meena of the Narela Zone were 
suspended. A local enquiry has revealed the building’s 
basement was being used for storage and the ground 
floor was vacant. The road on which the building was 
situated was of neither commercial nor mixed land use 
category. The NDMC said, “According to records of 
the Building Department of Narela Zone, the building 
is about 11 years old.

 The property was booked by then Najafgarh Zone on 
March 8, 2011, and June 20, 2011.” "The owner of the 
building has paid conversion charges from 2016 to 
2018 on basis of self-assessment. No ongoing 
construction is noticed there. The owner has never 
applied for sanction of the building plan," the civic 
body said. It said the building was being used for 
industrial purposes, which is not allowed. The civic 
body pointed out that no valid factory license has been 
issued at this location. The civic body added that 
conversion charges of Rs 4 lakh and parking charges of 
Rs 2.66 lakh and Rs 93,188 penalty have been paid only 
between 2016 and 2018 for the ground floor area. 
"Going by the record, no property tax has been paid by 
the owner/occupier of the premises and notices were 
issued by the department. Action against the building 
was taken in 2019," the statement said. NDMC said on 
the directions of a monitoring committee, a liquor shop 
on the ground floor of the building was sealed in 
January 2019. Following further orders in July 2019, 
the property was de-sealed after removing the 
belongings and since then the ground floor is lying 
vacant. "Further, show-cause notices to Dy. A&C and 
Joint Assessor and Collector of Narela Zone have been 
issued. Disciplinary proceedings have also been 
initiated against the then area Junior Engineer of the 
building department in Narela Zone/Najafgarh Zone 
posting during January 2011 to December 2011, when 
the alleged construction took place," the statement by 
NDMC said.

Rajiv Gandhi assassination case: Supreme Court orders release 

of AG Perarivalan, one of the convicts serving life imprisonment

New Delhi: India recorded a single-day rise of 1,829 new 
coronavirus infections, raising the tally to 4,31,27,199, 
while the active cases have declined to 15,647, the 
Union Health Ministry said today.

The number of Covid-related deaths has climbed to 
5,24,293 with 33 fresh fatalities, the data updated by the 
ministry at 8 am stated. The active cases comprised 
0.04 per cent of the total infections, while the national 
COVID-19 recovery rate was 98.75 per cent, the health 
ministry said. A decrease of 753 cases has been 
recorded in the active COVID-19 case count in a span 
of 24 hours, it said. The daily positivity rate was 
recorded at 0.42 per cent and the weekly positivity rate 
was recorded at 0.57 per cent, as per the data. The 33 
new fatalities include 31 from Kerala and 2 from Delhi.

The total number of people who have recuperated from 
the disease surged to 4,25,87,259, while the case 
fatality rate was recorded at 1.22 per cent, the data 
stated. The cumulative doses administered in the 
country so far under the nationwide COVID-19 
vaccination drive have exceeded 191.65 crores, the 
ministry said. India's COVID-19 tally had crossed the 
20-lakh mark on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on August 23, 
40 lakh on September 5 and 50 lakh on September 16. It 
went past 60 lakh on September 28, 70 lakh on October 
11, crossed 80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on 
November 20 and surpassed the one-crore mark on 
December 19 in that year. India crossed the grim 
milestone of two crore cases on May 4 and three crore 
cases on June 23, 2021. A total of 5,24,293 deaths have 
been reported so far in the country, including 1,47,855 
from Maharashtra, 69,434 from Kerala, 40,105 from 
Karnataka, 38,025 from Tamil Nadu, 26,198 from 
Delhi, 23,513 from Uttar Pradesh and 21,203 from 
West Bengal.

"Will Work Extra Hard": Anand 
Mahindra On Chirag Shetty's 
XUV700 Order

NEWS BOX

spent more than 30 years in prison, noting New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
that there were no complaints about his Wednesday (May 18) ordered the release of 
conduct when he was released thrice AG Perarivalan, one of the convicts serving 
before on parole.life imprisonment in connection with the 

assassination of former Prime Minister Perarivalan was ordered to be released on 
Rajiv Gandhi. Last week, the apex court bail for the first time since when he was 
had reserved its judgement on the plea filed arrested. The apex court had granted bail 
by Perarivalan seeking premature release to Perarivalan despite the Centre 
from jail based on the recommendation opposing his bail plea vehemently. 
made by the Tamil Nadu government in Perarivalan had approached the top court 
September 2018. A bench of Justices L seeking release from the prison based on 
Nageswara Rao and BR Gavai had the recommendation made by the Tamil 
reserved the verdict after hearing Nadu government in September 2018. eyes to something that is happening against 
arguments from the counsels appearing for The central government had earlier apprised the Constitution and will have to go by the 
Perarivalan, Tamil Nadu and State`s the apex court that the Tamil Nadu Bible which is the Constitution. There is 
Governor. Governor, after considering all the facts on nobody above law. There are certain powers 

record and relevant documents, said that the Earlier, the SC bench had disagreed with the conferred to dignitaries, but the working of 
President of India is the "appropriate Central government`s suggestion that the the Constitution should not come to a 
competent authority" to deal with the pardon court should wait till the President`s decision grinding halt," ANI report quoted the bench 
plea of Perarivalan. In its January 21, 2021 on the mercy plea of Perarivalan, said an ANI as saying. Appearing for Perarivalan, senior 
order, the top court had asked the Governor report. The apex court reportedly had advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan had said 
to decide the Perarivalan`s remission of disapproved of the Governor`s action of that every time the Governor came up with 
sentence plea. It had earlier expressed sending the mercy plea of Perarivalan to the an "excuse" not to decide the issue. Earlier, 
unhappiness over the fact that the President saying it cannot shut its eyes to the Supreme Court had asked the Centre to 
recommendation made by the Tamil Nadu something against the Constitution, adding clarify its position on the release of AG 
State government for the remission of the that the Tamil Nadu Governor was bound by Perarivalan and also pulled it up saying that 
sentence had been pending before the the aid and advice given by the Tamil Nadu it "will release" Perarivalan if the 
Governor. Former PM Rajiv Gandhi was Council of Ministers under Article 161 of the government does not take a stand on the 
assassinated on the night of May 21, 1991, at Constitution, on the release of AG convict`s mercy plea within a week. On 
Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu by a woman Perarivalan. "We will pass the order to March 9, the top court granted bail to 
suicide bomber, identified as Dhanu, at an release him from jail as you are not ready to Perarivalan while taking into consideration 
election rally.  argue the case on merits. We cannot shut our his conduct, ill health and the fact that he has 

New Delhi: The CBI sent an e-mail to Minister there was no reply from the Minister or e- the minister's daughter got a job without 
Paresh Adhikari asking him to appear before mail stating the difficulty. CBI officials were being on the merit list. The case was filed by 
it by 8pm on Tuesday as directed by the also waiting at the Nizam Palace for the night an examinee named Babita Sarkar. Babita 
Calcutta High Court. But the Minister of for Minister Paresh Adhikari. But he didn't claimed that the minister's daughter Ankita 
State for Education did not come to the state. get there yesterday. Adhikari had less marks than her. Even after 
On the contrary, it was revealed that he left that, Babita did not get the appointment He 'disappeared' with a kind of mystery. The 
for Sealdah station in the Padatik Express letter. However, Ankita is working in a question arises, did he get down on 
with his daughter Ankita and 'disappeared' school in Mekhliganj from 2018. After that, Wednesday morning or did he get down 
from the middle of the road. job seeker Babita approached the court. The somewhere else? Initially, it was reported 

Calcutta High Court ordered a CBI inquiry CBI officials called up the Minister on that he might have got down at Burdwan 
into the case. But after the CBI summons, Tuesday after receiving the high court's station. He can come by road. But thye real 
there is a new mystery about the sudden order. They contacted the Minister for three picture is not clear. SSC Scam Case: The 
'disappearance' of the minister and his times but it was unavailable as his phone was 'BIG' Corruption Minister of State for 
daughter.  Paresh Adhikari was scheduled to switched off. As a result, at around 8 p.m., Education Paresh Adhikari has been named 
move the division bench on Wednesday the Minister was instructed in an e-mail that in a corruption case in the appointment of 
challenging the high court's order in the case.he should be present by 8 p.m. However, higher secondary teachers. It is alleged that 

Weather update: IMD predicts 

heatwave in northern states, rainfall to 

lash these places - check details
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