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PM Modi asks partymen at BJP leaders' conclave
to remain focused on development-centric politics

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Jaipur, May 20: Exhorting party leaders
at a conclave here, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday asked them to
reach out to people showcasing develop-
ment-centric politics, as for the BJP "power
is not an end but means" to ser ve.
Addressing the gathering of national
office-bearers and BJP state unit chiefs
through video-conferencing, Modi
impressed upon leaders and workers that
they should not deviate from this path
despite various kinds of enticements and
provocations by political opponents and
media. "You remain on the path of antyo-
daya shown by our founding fathers. All of
us should work hard for the success of var-
ious welfare schemes of the government.
Because this is the only way we can eradi-
cate corruption from the system," the PM
said. Hitting out at the political opponents,
Modi said they had the habit of exploiting
"occasional and marginal" fissures in soci-

ety for their petty political gains. "The BJP

is not static, it is like a flowing river and,
therefore, while adopting newer and mod-
ern things, it never gets disconnected with

the country’s ‘puratan’ values and tradi-

tions," he noted. Lambasting political
opponents for practising "dynastic poli-
tics", the prime minister said, "For such

people public life is for the family, of the
family and by the family." Claiming that
this system existed in the country for a
major period after Independence, Modi
said this stopped India from realising its
true potential. The PM, however, asserted
that things changed since 2014 and people
at large took the responsibility of becom-
ing driver of this change. "They have been
repeatedly reposing faith in us. Fulfilling
their aspirations is at the core the govern-
ment and the party. This throws up newer
challenges in front of us and we need to
make efforts without getting tired," he
noted, while adding that "for BJP, politics
is not all about profit and loss". The prime
minister also asked the fellow partymen to
remain "relentless and restless as our
focus is to make the country and fellow cit-
izens realise their optimal potential". He
said, "I am proud of you, as you are filled
with these qualities and I am sure we can
succeed in making India ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’.

Punjab Chief Minister to launch government’s
flagship Mohalla Clinics on August 15

Naresh Malhotra

Chandigarh, May 20: In a bid to provide
the best healthcare services free of cost to
the people across the state, the Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Friday
announced to launch his government’s flag-
ship program of Mohalla Clinics with dedi-
cating 75 such clinics in first phase on the
historic occasion of 75th Independence
anniversary on this August 15. Chairing a
high level meeting of senior officers here at
his official residence this afternoon,
Bhagwant Mann said that his government
would be fulfilling one of the major poll
promises with setting up of these clinics
both in urban and rural areas in a phased
manner on Delhi pattern. Health and Family
Welfare Minister Vijay Singla also attended
the meeting. Taking part in the delibera-
tions, the Chief Minister also gave nod to
convert the non-functional Sewa Kendras
across the state into Mohalla Clinics there-
by refurbishing such complexes on the uni-

form pattern with basic interior components

including doctor’s room, reception-cum-
waiting area, pharmacy, besides separate
toilets for staff and visiting patients. He also

directed the Principal Secretary, Public

Works, to work out the modalities for spruc-
ing-up the interiors of Sewa Kendras, so that
these could be suitably converted into

Mohalla Clinics. The Chief Minister also
suggested forming a cluster of five to six
adjoining villages by establishing a Mohalla
Clinic at a central location, easily accessible
to all. This would help in bringing majority
of people residing in rural areas within the
ambit of Mohalla Clinics. During the meet-
ing, brief presentation was made by the
Senior Architect to apprise the Chief
Minister about the various options for the
proposed design and layout of these
Mohalla Clinics. Meanwhile, Secretary
Health and Family Welfare informed the
Chief Minister about the already existing
network of nearly 3000 sub-centres in the
rural areas being efficiently manned by the
trained para-medics staff headed by
Community Health Officer. Therefore, he
mooted a proposal to convert these sub-cen-
tres also into Mohalla Clinics thus widening
its cope and outreach so that maximum
number of people residing in villages could
be benefitted from the state govt’s unique
health care initiative.

Kejriwal Government ropes in latest
technology to modernise fire brigade

ST Correspondent

NEW DELHI: 20TH MAY: The
Kejriwal Government has undertaken a
unique initiative of using robots for extin-
guishing fires in the city. Initially, the
Government has inducted two
robots into Delhi’s firefighting
fleet. These remote controlled
fire fighting robots will have
greater accessibility to places
and will be able to douse off
fires in narrow streets, ware-
houses, basements, stairs,
forests, and enter places like oil
and chemical tankers and fac-
tories. Home Minister
Satyendar Jain said, “For the
first time such remote control
robots have been brought into
the country which are capable of control-
ling fire remotely. At present, the Delhi
Government has inducted 2 such robots,
if the trial is successful, more such robots
will be inducted into the fleet. These
remote controlled robots will prove to be

major troubleshooters for the firefighters.
After the induction of these robots, there
will be a drastic reduction in the risk that
the firefighters have to put up with. Apart
from this, these robots will also be capa-

ble of releasing high water pressure at
the rate of 2,400 liters per minute. The
wireless remote attached to this robot is
capable of controlling the spray of water.
This means that the robot will be able to

douse fire even in places which firefight-
ers cannot possibly access.    This robot is
operated through a remote control. The
robot is made of such material which
resists fire, smoke, heat, or any other

external subject. Like army tanks,
it is equipped with a crawler belt
at the bottom, just above the tires.
This belt allows the robot to move
easily into congested places and
gain access to hard to reach spots.
It also comes with a ventilation fan
which can be used to keep the
machine cool. Moreover, the
robot can cover an area of about
100 meters at once and is capable
of dousing fire immediately.
Where firefighters have to endan-
ger their lives to put out the fire,
firefighting robots would be able

to do this. Atul Garg, Director of Delhi
Fire Service, said that every robot is
equipped with water pipes and is con-
trolled using a wireless remote.

Contd.....page-03

CBI files Rs 230-crore bank fraud case against
real estate developer Amrapali Leisure Valley

Spl. Correspondent

New Delhi, May 20: The CBI has filed
an FIR against Amrapali Leisure Valley
Developers Pvt Ltd, its director Anil
Sharma and others for allegedly cheating
Bank of Maharashtra and Andhra Bank of
over Rs 230 crore, officials said on Friday.
The banks had sanctioned credit facilities to
develop a housing building at the Tech
Zone IV in Uttar Pradesh's Greater Noida
on a plot measuring 1.06 lakh square metre,
the FIR alleged. The company failed to
maintain financial discipline following
which the account was declared a non-per-
forming asset on March 31, 2017, the com-
plaint from Bank of Maharashtra, now part
of the FIR, has alleged, adding that "it has
resulted in the loss of over Rs 230.97 crore".
Following the FIR, the CBI on Thursday
conducted searches at four locations in
Delhi, Noida and Ghaziabad, they said.
Some Amrapali Group flat buyers had
approached the Supreme Court owing to
the non-delivery of promised flats to them
in Noida and Greater Noida area where the
company had promised to develop and sell

42,000 units. The Supreme Court had
ordered a forensic audit in the affairs of the
company, the complaint has alleged. In the

forensic audit, it surfaced that the group
allegedly diverted Rs 5,619 crore through
different companies - Amrapali Leisure
Valley Developers Pvt Ltd, Amrapali Homes
Projects Pvt Ltd, Ultra Home Constructions
Pvt Ltd and Amrapali Grand, it said. Besides
Sharma, the CBI has also named other

directors Shiv Priya and Suvash Chandra
Kumar, former director Pankaj Mehta, Atul
Mittal and Ashish Jain -- both directors in

Chintapurni Estate Pvt Limited (Corporate
Guarantor) and Gagandeep Singh, autho-
rised signatory in Chintapurni Estate, they
said. The CBI has filed the FIR under
Sections 120-B (criminal conspiracy) and
420 (cheating) of the IPC and provisions of
Prevention of Corruption Act. 

LG Manoj Sinha appoints
Prof Nilofer Khan as first
woman vice chancellor of

Kashmir University
Srinagar May 20: Jammu and Kashmir

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on
Thursday appointed Prof Nilofer Khan,
Home Science department professor, as
the new Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Kashmir. Khan is the first woman to be
vice chancellor of the Kashmir University.
Khan will replace earth-scientist Prof Talat
Ahmad whose three-year term ended in

August 2021. “In exercise of the powers
vested in me under Section 12 of the
Kashmir and Jammu Universities Act,
1969, I Manoj Sinha, Chancellor,
University of Kashmir, hereby appoint
Professor Nilofer Khan, Professor,
Department of Home Sciences, University
of Kashmir, as Vice Chancellor of the
University of Kashmir for a period of three
(03) years with effect from the date she
takes over the charge,” a communication
issued by the Lieutenant Governor’s
Secretariat said this afternoon. It said that
the terms and conditions will be notified
separately.
Kuldeep Bishnoi’s meeting
with CM Khattar stirs spec-

ulation of former's exit
Gurugram, May 20: In what has left the

political circles abuzz, Congress MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi met Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar in
Gurugram on Wednesday. The picture of
their meeting went viral on social media,
including various official Congress groups
with speculation of exit of Bishnoi. He, how-
ever, took to Twitter to clarify that he had
met the CM for some political discussion
and restoration of gram panchayat in his
constituency, Adampur. “Grateful that he
made a call immediately and ordered
restoration of the gram panchayat,” Bishnoi
said. The meeting raised eyebrows as
Bishnoi was reportedly disgruntled as
despite lobbying hard for a significant role
in the Haryana Congress, he did not land
any position in the Haryana Pradesh
Congress Committee’s revamp undertaken
by the party leadership in April.
Lalu Yadav, daughter face new

corruption case; CBI raids
under way at 17 locations
New Delhi, May 20: The CBI has regis-

tered a fresh case against former Bihar

Chief Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav on the
charge of taking land from aspirants in
return for jobs in the railway, officials said
on Friday. The probe agency has started
searches at 17 locations in Delhi and Bihar,
they said. The alleged land-for-jobs scam
pertains to the period when Lalu Prasad
Yadav was the railway minister in the UPA
government, officials said. 

National security non-negotiable,
says Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

Jayprakash

New Delhi, May 20: Asserting that national security
and national integrity of the country is "non-negotiable",
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi today called the Narendra
Modi government's
response to reports that
China was building a
second bridge across
Pangong Tso in eastern
Ladakh as "timid and
docile".  China is build-
ing second bridge at
Pangong and the gov-
ernment says it is moni-
toring the situation, he
said, asking the Prime
Minister to "defend the nation". India’s National security
& territorial integrity is non-negotiable. A timid & docile
response won’t do. PM must defend the Nation".
Congress spokesperson Pawan Khera said instead of try-
ing to build the image of the Prime Minister, the govern-
ment should be concerned about the image of the coun-
try.   The BJP-led government is "compromising India's
national security, Khera alleged, continuing the Congress
onslaught over the issue.  The Ministry of External
Affairs, however, said the area where the reported con-
struction is being undertaken is under the occupation of
China for decades, with spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
asserting that India monitors such developments.

Gas cylinder now Rs 1,003
‘not out’, Congress takes dig
at BJP over LPG price hike
New Delhi, May 20: The Congress slammed the

Centre on Thursday over the hike of the cooking gas
price by Rs 3.5 per cylinder, saying the Narendra Modi
government’s “fuel loot” is on every day, in small or big
installments. Non-subsidised LPG now costs Rs 1,003 per
14.2-kg cylinder in Delhi, up from Rs 999.5 previously,
according to a price notification of state-owned fuel retail-
ers. This is the second increase in the LPG rate this
month and the third in less than two months. The price
was hiked by Rs 50 per cylinder on March 22 and again
by the same quantum on May 7. Slamming the Centre,
Congress’s chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala said
after increasing the price of the domestic LPG cylinder
by Rs 100 in 45 days, it was again hiked by Rs 3.5. After
increasing the price of commercial cylinder by Rs 457.5
in 60 days, it has again been hiked by Rs 8, Surjewala said
in a tweet in Hindi. “Even after making it impossible for
about two crore families to refill cylinders for a second
time, Modi government’s fuel loot continues every day in
small or big installments,” he said. The Congress leader
also attacked the Centre over the fall of the rupee, which
extended its losses and slipped 12 paise to 77.74 against
the US dollar in early trade on Thursday. “The rupee
‘falls’ again! Rupee, Petrol and Gas Cylinder are compet-
ing. Every Indian is worried, Do the PM-FM ‘care’? Gas
Cylinder Now Rs 1,003 ‘Not Out’! On behalf of all the
housewives—Thank You Modi ji!”

Navjot Singh Sidhu surrenders
after sentencing in road rage

case, sent to Patiala jail
Patiala, May 20: Congress leader Navjot Singh Sidhu sur-

rendered before a court here on Friday, a day after being sen-
tenced to one-year rigorous imprisonment by the Supreme
Court in a 1988 road rage
death case. "He surrendered
before the court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate Amit
Malhan," said senior advo-
cate HPS Verma, who accom-
panied Sidhu to the court.
The former Punjab Congress
president surrendered short-
ly after 4 pm, and was taken
for the mandatory medical
examination, conducted at the Mata Kaushalya Hospital. After
the medical check-up, he was lodged in the Patiala Central Jail.
Some party leaders including Navtej Singh Cheema, Ashwani
Sekhri and Sidhu's supporters accompanied him from his
home to the court, which is close to his residence.     Cheema
drove Sidhu, who was dressed in a blue-coloured 'pathani suit',
to the court in an SUV.  This came just hours after the former
Punjab Congress president approached the Supreme Court
seeking a few week to surrender to serve the imprisonment.
The top court bench of justices AM Khanwilkar and JB
Pardiwala told senior advocate AM Singhvi, appearing for
Sidhu, that the judgment on one-year rigorous imprisonment
was passed by a special bench, and that he can file the applica-
tion and mention it before the Chief Justice. 
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New Delhi. Disapproving of the government’s further
verification of candidates already recommended by the
Search and Selection Committee (SCSC) for appointment to
the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT), the Supreme
Court directed it to place any material it has on the candi-
dates before the SCSC itself for a decision on their suitabil-
ity. It will be “appropriate”, Justices D Y Chandrachud and

P S Narasimha said, “if all inputs on candidates, whether in
form of Intelligence Bureau inputs or from any other
sources, be placed before SCSC by the Union government.”
Placing the material before the SCSC, the court said, will
put the panel in a position to determine “if any modification
(to orders already passed) is necessary in view of the sub-
sequent facts”. Emphasising that the SCSC, besides being
chaired by Supreme Court judge (A M Khanwilkar), “also
comprises two secretaries of the Union of India”, the court
said: “A comprehensive exercise is conducted by the
SCSC…Hence all such inputs as are available with govt
must be placed with SCSC in advance.” The bench said
even in exceptional situations where material comes to
knowledge of the competent authority after the SCSC’s rec-
ommendations, the information must be placed before the
panel. The court was hearing a plea seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against senior government officials
for delaying appointments to ITAT. The bench noted that of
the 41 names — 28 in main list and 13 in waiting list — rec-
ommended by SCSC, the Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet had approved 13 names on September 11, 2021 and
9 on October 1, 2021. Nineteen other candidates, however,
remain to be appointed, it noted. This, the government had
said, was because some names were rejected as additional
material had come to its knowledge after the SCSC had
made its recommendation. On the previous date of hearing,
the SC had directed that the files in connection with these
appointments be submitted to it. When Attorney General K
K Venugopal produced the files Tuesday, the bench sought
to know who had carried out the exercise of collating the
additional details. It was the “Prime Minister’s Office”, the
AG replied. After perusing the files, the court noted that

apart from collating the IB reports and another column on
remarks, they contained “feedback sheets” for candidates
recommended by the SCSC as members of ITAT.“The real
bone of contention is about the column titled ‘Feedback’,”
the bench said, adding the file note.

Appointments to ITAT: SC tells govt to give post-
selection info on candidates to search panel

The Sikh Times
(National Daily English Newspaper)

‚SÃ ŒÊ◊Ù¥ ¬⁄U
Á‚»§¸ wÆ ÉÊ¥≈U ◊¥ ÁflôÊÊ¬Ÿ

¿¬flÊ∞¥, ÁflôÊÊ¬Ÿ ŒŸ flÊ‹
√„Ê≈U˜‚ ∞¬ ¬⁄U ◊Ò≈U⁄U ÷¡¥

•ı⁄U ¬≈UË∞◊ ‚ ¬◊¥≈U ∑§⁄U¥–
‚¥¬∑§¸ ∑§⁄U¥–

¡Ÿ⁄U‹ ◊ÒŸ¡⁄U
011- 41509689, 23315814,

9868068019, 9312051236

qpatrika@gmail.com
5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Press Area, ITO. New Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, SANGITA BHUNIA JANA W/O
NO-3007770X L/HAV SANTANU
JANA R/O VILL-BRAJA LAL
CHAK, PO-DAKSHINCHAK, PS-
BHABANIPUR, DISTT-PURBA
MEDINIPUR, (W.B.), have
changed my name from SANGI-
TA BHUNIA to SANGITA BHU-
NIA JANA vide affidavit (Notary
Public, Haldia) dated
18/05/2022. SANGITA BHUNIA
& SANGITA BHUNIA JANA are
same & identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, RIYA D/O MAHMOOD residing
at E-8, 1ST FLOOR, SECTOR-27
NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR
, UTTAR PRADESH-201301 have
changed my name to RIYA MALIK
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA DEVI NO-10495655A
L/NK KULDEEP SINGH R/O VPO-
SANKROR, TEH-CHARKHI
DADRI, DIST-BHIWANI,
HARYANA-127042, have changed
my name from ANITA DEVI to
ANITA for all future purposes and
in my husband’s service records
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 30/05/1991 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 03/05/1991
vide affidavit dated 20/05/2022
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAM PRATIT TIWARI FATHER
OF No 14825925Y HAV/MT
Ramesh Kumar Tiwari  R/O VILL-
Nara, Po- Adhanpur, PS-
Musafirkhana, Dist- Amethi, Up-
227813, Have Changed My DATE
OF BIRTH FROM, 01/07/1956 To
20/07/1954 FOR All Future
Purpose.Vide Affidavit Dated
22/03/2022, by Notory Ratandeep
Singh Gill at New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHANTI DEVI  MOTHER OF
No 14825925Y HAV/MT Ramesh
Kumar Tiwari  R/O VILL- Nara,
Po- Adhanpur, PS- Musafirkhana,
Dist- Amethi, Up- 227813, Have
Changed My Name from SHANTI
DEVI to  SHANTI TIWARI FOR All
Future Purpose. And my correct
DATE OF BIRTH is
15/06/1954.Vide Affidavit Dated
20/05/2022, by Notory Madan lal
Gupta at New Delh

Kejriwal Government
ropes in latest technology
to modernise fire brigade

Contd....Front page
The robot upon reaching the fire site can then extract the

smoke caused by the fire in the building through its ventila-
tion system. These robots make use of high water pressure
to douse the fire, spraying 2,400 liters of water in a minute.
The spray installed in them divides the water into small
droplets and scatters it up to an area of 100 meters.  Satyendar
Jain said, “The firefighters of Delhi Fire Service have also
been given specialised training to operate the robot. A sepa-
rate SOP has also been prepared, which will be followed to
control the fire. It mainly describes when, how, and under
what circumstances the robots can be used. A high-resolu-
tion camera is installed in this robot as well, which is capable
of showing clear pictures despite the presence of fire, smoke,
and water around it. There are connectors in the rear end of
the robot, through which pipes are attached to connect it to
the water tanker. There is a big fan on its upper part, which
not only acts as an exhaust fan to throw out the smoke but
also helps in spraying the water far and wide”.







EDITORIAL 6

have often been marked by haste as well as an For a Vishwaguru — a global sage — does 
inability to think through wider ramifications. Narendra Modi’s India blink a bit too much? 
Demonetisation, for instance, crippled India’s New Delhi’s latest directive on wheat exports 
informal sector without denting either corruption would confirm such a suspicion. First, Mr 
or terror-financing. The lockdown brought about Modi’s government declared that India would, 
unprecedented disruption and suffering on the quite correctly, play the saviour and supply 
poor and the migrants. wheat to the world after shortages had been 

reported on account of the ongoing conflict China and Pakistan have been the most notable 
be tween Russ ia  and  Ukra ine .  This  failures on the foreign policy front. The prime 
announcement was followed by a surprising minister’s personal touch — an unscheduled visit 
decision to ban exports in order to keep an eye to Nawaz Sharif or sharing a swing with the 
on domestic price situation. The U-turn had led visiting Chinese president — has not prevented 
to considerable confusion: there were reports of Pakistan and — especially — China in continuing 
thousands of trucks laden with wheat being to be aggressive adversaries. That Mr Modi has not 
stranded in Kandla port in the absence of clarity. had to pay an electoral price for these bloopers 
The U-turn has now been followed by a only exposes the ineptitude of India’s Opposition. 
somersault. The Union ministry of commerce These slips reveal an enduring lacuna. Mr Modi’s 
has announced specif ic  relaxations.  regime has a marked preference for optics over 

garb of the messiah, once again. Such speculations may Consignments meant for overseas awaiting substance — a typical hallmark of right-wing 
not be admitted to by the powers that be. They may not be custom clearance would be allowed; export to Egypt politics. What makes diplomacy effective is imagination, 
proved either. But that is not the point. The to-and-fro from would be renewed too. Cynical whispers suggest that a an ability to map the consequences of policy positions and, 
the Centre cannot be an advertisement of policy prudence. firm nudge from the United States of America to continue above all, subtlety. Mr Modi and his government, 
Worse, Mr Modi’s interventions — domestic or foreign — with the supply of wheat had forced New Delhi to don the evidently, have no love lost for quiet efficiency

Beyond pandemic numbers

Tricky memory

personality problem of today is on account of What happens when the Jungian archetypal 
persistent memory of the old and a passionatmemory of a community’s past has not been 
national identity. The fact that many tribasuccessfully reconciled with its present? 
communities in the state and in the NortheasThis question may provide valuable 
had fewer problems turning to another religioninsights into many of the ethnic unrests in 
— Christianity — in the early 20th century is the Northeast. Here are tribal communities, 
pointer to the source of the problem.many of which “non-state bearing” as 

Recently, the celebration of Cheiraoba, thJames C. Scott puts it in The Art of Not 
Meitei new year, marked by two dates, broughBeing Governed: An Anarchist History of 
this identity crisis to the fore. The twoUpland Southeast Asia, waking up to the 
Cheiraoba days, one following the lunareality of the State in the postcolonial world 
calendar and the other the solar calendar, are and desiring one for themselves but finding 
legacy of this 300-year-old friction. Some havout that they are already part of another 
called for endorsing the lunar calendar datState. There are others amongst whom the 
only, the lunar calendar being the original as inState had emerged and got internalised but 
the case of the majority of traditional agrarianwho are now part of another State.
communities throughout the world. The cycliOf the latter category, the case of the Meiteis, 
changes in the appearance of the moon — itManipur’s majority community, is of 
waxing and waning phases — are visible tointerest. The Meiteis turned Hindu in the 
everyone and easier to calibrate. It is a smalearly 18th century. The result was a 
wonder that identical lunar calendars evolvedpersonality split. This duality manifests 
amongst numerous indigenous communitiesmos t  s t rongly  dur ing  r i tua l i s t i c  
Indeed, the traditional celebration of the onsecelebrations. Until not so long ago, 
of spring in India is also dominated by the lunapartaking of both entities had come to be 
calendar date and not the solar one. In Freud’accepted without discord as the new and 
“Mourning and Melancholia”, he draws a fincomposite syncretic identity of the 
line between ‘mourning’ and ‘melancholia’. Incommunity. This is still so, although in 
‘mourning’, the mourner and the loss mournedrecent times the emergence of a strong 
remain separate: hence, the mourner can leavrevivalist movement has come to cause a 
what is irretrievably lost without disowning itfissure between the two. The Meiteis turned 
In ‘melancholia’, the lament itself becomes thHindu when their king, Meidingu There are many theories to explain his action, not the least in line with a new social and cultural order, and this would 

goal and obsession. Pamheiba, came under the influence of Vaishnavism and being the reality of history in those days. He constantly have to be traumatic. He embarked upon burning and 
Therefore, it is a condition that is much more difficult todecided to make it the State religion. The problem was faced a militantly aggressive neighbour, the kingdom of destroying ancient books of the Meiteis known as Puyas 

leave behind. It is a difficult choice, but on it will dependthat at the time the community already had a strong Ava, in the east; from the west, there were the incessant in 1729. He then abolished the old Sanamahi religion and 
the ability of those afflicted by such problems to reconcilnational identity with well-established administrative, messages of love and empathy of the Bhakti movement. ordered the replacement of the Meitei indigenous script 
their past and present. Demons of the past must beconomic, cultural, social and religious institutions. The He chose the latter. — the Mayek — with the Bengali script. These are just 
exorcised without disowning the past.king decided to erase this past and begin a new history. But starting a new history also meant bringing his subjects some of the evidences of the turmoil. The Meiteis’ split 

The figures of excess mortality during the pandemic, 
released by the WHO earlier this month, have generated 
much heat and controversy in India and elsewhere. It 
has estimated the number of lives lost due to the 
pandemic in the last two years is 14.9 million, which is 
almost 2.7 times more than what official agencies put 
together have reported across the world. For India, the 
estimate of excess mortality during 2020 and 2021 
ranges between 3.3 million and 6.5 million. This is 
several times higher than about half a million deaths 
India has reported officially.

Inadequacy in reporting deaths is one of the several gaps 
exposed in the health system during the past two years. 
Even before the WHO released the data, many experts 
had expressed fears about underreporting and some 
studies pointed to a higher death toll in India. For 
instance, a study published in March this year in The 
Lancet projected the global toll of the pandemic to be 18 
million. Studies have also pointed to the lack of granular 
data (age, gender etc) in India. Anecdotally, every 
Indian has lost someone in the family, neighbourhood, 
close family circles, workplace and so on. The number 
of lives lost during the pandemic years appears certainly 
higher than normal times. The operative phrase in the 
WHO report is ‘excess mortality’, meaning the 
additional number of deaths that occurred during the 
pandemic. Besides the deaths attributed directly to 
Covid-19, this includes deaths due to complications 

to be trained in the classification system. A large study in India for the census. This can provide the most accurate following infection, delay in treatment of cancers and 
called Million Death Study (MDS) that tracked data on pandemic-related deaths.other diseases, disruption in essential health services, 
households across the country showed that we need to go The inadequacy in reporting deaths is one of the several postponement of surgeries, and lack of access to 
beyond simple registration of death and its cause to get a gaps exposed in the health system during the past two lifesaving medicines etc. All these are considered 
clear picture of the health burden. Researchers in this years. Some immediate measures like ensuring oxygen pandemic-related deaths and were anticipated as health 
study used a technique called ‘verbal autopsy’ to get to the supply, creating additional bed capacity and systems got overburdened due to the pandemic. Many of 
cause of death. Trained health workers interviewed strengthening diagnostic facilities were taken after the them are not directly due to the infection, so death tolls 
family members or others close to the dead, asking Delta wave in 2021, but hardly any systemic changes in reported by official agencies won’t reflect them. That 
questions about medical history, symptoms and the health system have been initiated. Barring the should explain the huge margin of difference between 
circumstances leading to the death. Health activists in additional provisions made for vaccination, health WHO estimates and deaths reported by health ministries.
Bhopal have used verbal autopsies to document mortality budgets have remained stagnant. The health workforce A simple way of estimating excess mortality is to calculate 
due to the lingering effects of the MIC gas leak. Over the has not seen any increase nor is there an improvement in the difference between the number of deaths reported in 
years, India has developed a mechanism for collecting working conditions or salaries of existing personnel. pre-pandemic years and those during the pandemic year. 
vital statistics relating to birth and death. Data is collected Health is a state subject in the federal structure, but there This should give a clear picture but there were gaps or 
through the Sample Registration System, Civil has been no dialogue between states and the Centre on delays in data collection and reporting both during pre-
Registration System, National Family Health Surveys improving the health system or technical capacity of pandemic and pandemic years. WHO experts, therefore, 
and the decennial census. All these datasets help the states. Everything connected with the pandemic got used mathematical models and statistical techniques to 
government arrive at fertility and mortality figures. politicised, be it the lockdown, community transmission, fill those gaps. Leading public health experts from India 
However, the completeness and quality of data vary migrant crisis, clinical trials of vaccines, shortage of — fully conversant with ground realities here — were 
among states, which creates gaps in data and delays in oxygen, vaccine certificates, India’s one-year also part of this exercise in the WHO. For any health 
finalising estimates. During the pandemic years, data chairmanship of WHO Executive Board and so on. Now, system, it is critical not only to count the number of dead 
collection was hampered in any case. The government it is the mortality data. Instead of targeting a multilateral but also the underlying causes. An accurate number of 
also decided to postpone the work relating to the census technical body for estimating a supposedly higher number deaths and their cause provide crucial information for 
scheduled for 2021. Even now, a new schedule for the of deaths, the government should take urgent steps to set decision-making in public health. There are systems and 
national census has not been announced. The national the health system to improve the accuracy, timeliness and protocols for recording causes of death, like the 
census can very well settle the dispute with the WHO. quality of health data reporting at all levels. A proper International Classification of Diseases and Related 
Public health expert Prabhat Jha has suggested that all response to the WHO data should be the promise of a Health Problems (ICD) so that data can be useful for 
needs to be done is to add a couple of questions on Covid- robust, transparent and professional health data system, comparative studies and policymaking. Doctors and 
related mortality when enumerators visit every household and not shrilled name-calling.people employed in death reporting and registration need 

The to-and-fro from the Centre cannot be an advertisement of  policy prudence

The promise of  a transparent data system right response to WHO estimates
Delicate choices

As if the last few months have not seen enough 
political upheaval in Pakistan, this month brings 
even more political twists and turns with it. The 
new coalition government has completed a month 
in power and, yet, seems to be quite lost when it 
comes to going about it, be it on economic 
decisions or on countering Imran Khan’s 
narrative. The negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund have begun again. The new 
government continues with the petroleum 
subsidies given by the previous government. 
Rumours are doing the rounds as a result: there 
were speculations about whether the government 
would complete its term — till August 2023 — or 
call for early elections this year. There seems to be 
no clarity despite the government reiterating that 
it will continue in office till next year. Imran Khan 
has asked for elections this year. There are several 
options on the table. One: dissolve assemblies 
before the budget and go for elections by 
September. In this case, the government will not 
have to take tough economic decisions and a new 
caretaker set-up will take charge and present the 
budget by honouring the conditions set by the 
IMF. 

Two: present the budget with tough conditions 
leading to high inflation. Call elections after that. 
Elections will then take place by October or 
November. Three: present the budget. Try to 
continue in power for a few more months to bring 
in some semblance of economic stability after a 
few tough months, and then call elections for early 
next year. Four: present this year’s budget. 
Continue in office till the full term. Give another 
budget next year, which will be pro-people — an 
election-year budget — and go for polls later next 
year. All of these options are being considered by 
the ruling coalition but there are some caveats 
with each of them. Option one: Imran Khan’s 
popularity is at an all-time high. If the coalition 
goes into elections now, the results may be very 
different than what they would have been a few 
months ago. Elections in three months’ time 
would mean a tough, neck-and-neck competition 
between Imran Khan’s party and that of Nawaz 
Sharif in Punjab. But some members in the ruling 
coalition think that this would not be a bad option 
given the fact that they have only been in 
government for just a month and can set the 
narrative about Imran Khan’s government being 
unpopular as it could not manage the economy. If 
they wait a few more months, the three-and-a-half 
years of economic mismanagement and 
misgovernance by Imran Khan will go to the 
back-burner while people will focus on the new 
government’s failure to deliver on its promise of 
economic stability. Some believe this is a risk that 
should be taken instead of buying more time. 
Option two: any government that presents the 
budget with tough economic decisions will not be 
in an ideal situation while going into elections 
right after that. Many from the ruling coalition 
believe it would be a political disaster to go for 
elections after the budget. There is an 
apprehension that if there is enough backlash, 
some of the government’s allies will have a 
change of heart and leave the government that has 
a very thin majority in Parliament. As a result, the 
government would be forced to call elections. 
This is the least ideal position for the ruling 
coalition. Option three: present a budget and then 
wait for a few months before calling elections that 
will take place early next year. This will give the 
coalition government some breathing space and 
also time for electoral reforms and usher in a 
semblance of economic stability. It would still not 
be an ideal situation to go to polls.

Sage Blinks: on Centre’s directive on wheat exports

Demons of  the past must be exorcised without disowning the past
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Kartik Aaryan 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan was once again a head-turner at best part? Her signature red carpet wave! Prior to 

the Cannes Film Festival. The actress, who arrived at making her red carpet appearance, Aishwarya wore a 
the French Riviera on May 17, impressed one and all on pink pantsuit and looked beautiful. Don't miss her 
the red carpet in a black ensemble. Amid this, an old neutral makeup!
video is currently doing the rounds on the internet ABOUT CANNES 2022

where Kartik Aaryan is seen comparing Ariana Grande Cannes is returning after a gap of two years owing to the 
with our Bollywood diva. novel coronavirus pandemic. The 75th Cannes Film 

WHEN KARTIK COMPARED ARIANA GRANDE Festival commenced on May 17. Deepika Padukone 
TO AISHWARYA walked the red carpet in a gold and black saree at the 

In the viral video, Kartik Aaryan is seen in a group video opening ceremony. She is a part of the jury at the 
call with four other people. Someone reads out a tweet prestigious film festival. This time, Cannes is 
shown in the screen which shows Aishwarya Rai celebrating Indian cinema. India has been chosen as the 
wearing a green ensemble. Her hair is tied up in a high first ‘country of honour’ at Marche du Cinema, and on 
ponytail. The user shared the photo saying, "Aishwarya the opening day, a delegation from India, led by I&B 
Grande (sic)." The screen then shows a very similar Minister Anurag Thakur, walked the red carpet. The 
picture of Ariana Grande wearing a green crop top along delegation included AR Rahman, Pooja Hegde, 
with her signature high ponytail. Someone says, "Oh, Shekhar Kapur, among others. This year, six films from 
she does look like Ariana Grande." To this, Kartik India are being screened at the Cannes Film Market. 
Aaryan quickly says, "Rather Ariana looks like These include Rocketry The Nambi Effect (Hindi, 
Aishwarya." Everyone agrees with him on this. The English, Tamil), Godavari (Marathi), Alpha Beta 
video has won fans' hearts! Gamma (Hindi), Boomba Ride (Mishing), Dhuin 

(Maithili) and Niraye Thathakalulla Maram AISHWARYA STUNS AT CANNES 2022

(Malayalam). The poster for the 53rd International Film Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, who is a common face at 
Festival of India was also unveiled during the inaugural Cannes, attended the film festival this year too. The 
ceremony. IFFI will take place in Goa this year. Union actress finally walked the prestigious Cannes 2022 red 
Minister Anurag Thakur also invited Cannes to IFFI carpet wearing a black gown with a burst of flowers on 
Goa this year.one side of her sleeve and a side of her gown. And the 

Evelyn Sharma
on new life in Australia’s 
countryside: ‘Glamorous life, 
I do miss it sometimes…’

Evelyn Sharma has been a part of movies like Yaariyaan, Kuch Kuch 
Locha Hai, Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani, Main Tera Hero among others. She 
currently lives in Australia with her husband and daughter. “We met on a 
blind date via mutual friends, who felt that we had a lot in common,” 
Tushaan said, while Evelyn nodded. Evelyn also recounted how she has 
built a new life for herself in the down under, and now has a new passion, 
apart from the movies — gardening. Evelyn is an active member of her 
garden club, which has over 100 members. Speaking about how life has 
changed for the better since the birth of her daughter Ava, she said with 
obvious pleasure and wonderment, “It’s a little person that just 
completely relies on you, forever.” 

But does Evelyn, who admittedly had snagged five projects in her first year 
in Bollywood, miss being in front of camera? “Glamorous life, I do miss it 
sometimes. Red carpet and getting dressed up. Beautiful gowns and 
sarees…But it’s all come together so well, I don’t even need to think of what 
could have been, because it (her present life) is so perfect,” Sharma 
concluded. Evelyn Sharma has been a part of movies like Yaariyaan, Kuch 
Kuch Locha Hai, Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani, Main Tera Hero among others.

?Evelyn Sharma has 
been a part of movies 
like Yaariyaan, Kuch 
Kuch Locha Hai, 
Yeh Jawaani Hai 
Deewani, Main Tera 
Hero among others. 
She currently lives in 
Australia with her 
husband and 
daughter.

KGF 2 success says feels re.
0ally good, says Raveena Tandon

spoke about KGF turning out to be a 
Pan-Indian film and Aranyak, her 
digital debut project, which is ruling the 
OTT charts. Aranyak, a crime thriller 
marked Raveena's digital debut. The 
show also featured Parambrata 
Chatterjee and Ashutosh Rana among 
others. Speaking about the show's 
success, Raveena said, "It was beyond 
our expectation, reviews were super 
good, people loved it. So it feels really 
good when your hard work is 
appreciated and recognised, this 
motivates you to do more and better 
work." Post the release of KGF Raveena 
shared a video from a film theatre, in 
which the audience were seen throwing 

Raveena Tandon is currently basking in the success coins on the screen. Talking about it, she said, "We 
of her film KGF Chapter 2 and her first OTT show, are very excited with KFG's response. It felt like 
Aranyak. During a recent interview, she said these the response we would get in the 90's when films 
are the kind of successes that motivates her to do were released in theater. KGF brought back that 
more. KGF: Chapter 2 hit the theaters on April 14. era. It's a great time for our industry." 

FEELS OOD WHEN YOUR WORK IS ALL ABOUT KGF: CHAPTER 2
APPRECIATED: RAVEENA KGF: Chapter 2 is produced on a massive budget of 

Yash and Raveena Tandon-starrer KGF: Chapter 2 is Rs 100 crore by Vijay Kiragandur of Hombale 
still not done shattering box office records. In 33 Films. The makers hinted at part 3 during the post-
days, the action drama has entered the prestigious credits scene. Recently, executive producer 
Rs 1200 crore club worldwide. With this, KGF: Karthik Gowda said that KGF: Chapter 3 will not 
Chapter 2 becoming the third highest-grossing commence immediately. Prashanth Neel has 
Indian film, Raveen Tandon is extremely happy. Prabhas's Salaar, a film with Jr NTR and Ram 
During an interaction with Good News Today, she Charan each in the pipeline.

Jr NTR, and 

SS Rajamouli's RRR to 

premiere on Netflix in 

Hindi on May 20

Ram Charan 

SS Rajamouli's RRR features Jr NTR and Ram 
Charan in lead roles. After a stupenduous theatrical 
run, the film is now set to premiere on OTT platforms. 
Earlier, the Hindi version of RRR was slated to 
release on Netflix on June 2. Due to crazy demand, 
Netflix announced that the film is arriving early on 
May 20. Similarly, RRR will release in Hindi on Zee5 
platform as well.
HINDI VERSION OF RRR TO RELEASE ON 

NETFLIX ON MAY 20

Director SS Rajamouli's RRR was released in 
theatres on March 25, in multiple languages. The film 
managed to gross over Rs 1100 crore worldwide and 
is still running in selected theatres in India. Taking to 
Twitter, Netflix dropped a special update on May 19. 
They announced that RRR will release in Hindi on 
May 20. Sharing the poster of RRR, they wrote, "You 
said you couldn't wait to see them and WE 
COULDN'T EITHER!! RRR ARRIVES ON 
NETFLIX IN JUST 24 HOURS (sic)." You said you 
couldn't wait to see them and WE COULDN'T 
EITHER!! RRR ARRIVES ON NETFLIX IN JUST 
13 days 24 HOURS pic.twitter.com/Idrn7XXQJg — 
Netflix India (@NetflixIndia) May 19, 2022 AST 
AND CREW OF RRR RRR is an epic action drama 
written by V Vijayendra Prasad and directed by SS 
Rajamouli. The film features Jr NTR and Ram Charan 
in lead roles. The film also stars Ram Charan, Ajay 
Devgn, Alia Bhatt, Shriya Saran, Samuthirakani, Ray 
Stevenson, Alison Doody and Olivia Morris. The film 
is produced on a massive budget of over Rs 450 crore 
by DVV Danayya. Cinematographer KK 
Senthilkumar, editor Sreekar Prasad and MM 
Keeravani are part of the technical crew.

DYK was first Indian 
celeb to open Cannes Film Festival 

Throwback video goes viral

Aishwarya Rai 

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan has graced the Cannes red 
carpet multiple times in her career. She became the 
first actress from India to attend Cannes as a jury 
member in 2003. In fact, she has remained the one 
Indian who has consistently made it to the 
prestigious festival over the years. For the 
unversed, Aishwarya had made her festival debut 
alongside Shekhar Kapur for a special screening of 
Devdas. However, did you know that Aishwarya 
Rai was also the first Indian celeb to open Cannes in 
2005? An old video from the special ceremony is 
now going viral on social media.

AISHWARYA RAI WAS THE FIRST INDIAN 

TO OPEN CANNES IN 2005

The 58th Cannes Film Festival started on May 11 and 
ran until May 22, 2005. Twenty movies from 13 
countries were selected to compete. The Palme d'Or 
went to the Belgian film L'Enfant by Dardenne 
brothers. However, not many know that the 
successful edition of Cannes was opened by none 
other than our Bollywood diva, Aishwarya Rai. In a 
throwback video, the actress is heard saying, "It's an 
absolute pleasure and an honour for me to declare 
the 58th Cannes Film Festival open," while others 
cheer her. 

AISHWARYA STUNS AT CANNES 2022

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, who is a common face at 
Cannes, attended the film festival this year too. The 
actress finally walked the prestigious Cannes 2022 
red carpet wearing a black gown with a burst of 
flowers on one side of her sleeve and a side of her 
gown. And the best part? Her signature red carpet 
wave!

When 

 said  looks like  Old video goes viralAriana Grande Aishwarya Rai.
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Beautify 
your home with 

local plant 

Breeds

Beautify 

It was happy 
start for 
wannabe 
gardener 
Soumita 
Banerjee 
when she 
decided to 
beautify her 
home with 
some exotic 
plants.

So, off she dashed to the Gullif street 
market, bought all kinds of ornamental 
plants and started her very own garden! A 
few months later, however, when her 
garden was in full bloom, she noticed 
that it was not attracting butterflies or 
insets. Sure something was amiss, she 
contacted gardening consultant, 
Somnath Pal Das. 
To her amazement, Das asked her to replace 
the exotic plants with some local shrubs, 
which Soumitra knew as nothing but weeds. 
She did so, and within a few weeks, saw her 
garden transform. "I had no idea local plants 
could be this beautiful. They are also 
attracting butterflies and birds to the garden," 
said Banerjee, while watering a bunch of 
Nayantara picked up from a neighbourhood 
pavement. She has also replaced all the exotic 
plants with five more local species, including 
Catharanthus roseus (Nayantara), Ixora 
coccinea (Rangan) and Gardenia jasminoides 
(Gandharaj). 

Das said gardening with the local plant 
species is not only pocket-friendly, but also 
helps the environment. "Kolkata is in a 
tropical region with lots of water and good 
soil. There are thousands of local plants that 
one can use for gardening," he said, adding 
that a mid-sized garden won't cost anything 
more than ̀ 500 to ̀ 700. "Most of these plants 
grow everywhere in the state, so they don't 
need additional fertilizers or extra care." 
Environmentalist  HS Debnath also 
recommends trees like the banyan, mango, 
neem or palm that not only yield seasonal 
fruits but also attract birds and animals."Fruit 

4 ways to 

add style to 
Your living 

Swanky furniture alone 

won't add style and 

vibrancy to your 

living room. Here 

are four simple 

ways to add 

colour and 

style to your 

living room

Relocating to new 

home? Clean it well

If you're relocating to a 

new home, make sure 

you clean the walls, 

toilet seats, drains and 

pipes well for hygeinic 

surroundings, says an 

expert.

Here are some tips:

Glass surfaces:

Walls: Start cleaning the walls using the 
broom. Do it in top-to-bottom direction. 
Reach out for the webs and dust on the walls 
and remove all of it.

Whether it is window glass, door glass, 
shower glass or mirrors, all are equally prone 
to getting scratched if a hard sponge is used. 
Use a soft (cotton) cloth to dust these and then 
clean them using window or glass cleaning 

agents.

The toilet seat can be cleaned using a sponge 
soaked in liquid soap water mixture. Just add 
disinfectant or an antiseptic along with the liquid 
soap. For the toilet bowl, use a cleaning agent 
and leave it on for some time.

 

Use a plunger on all pipes and drains, even if 
they don't appear to be clogged. Check for open 
drains which permit entry for rats and 
cockroaches. Place drain covers on such 
openings.

 Sink drains (kitchen drainage system), 
bathroom drains (shower, tub, wash basin and 
toilet) and balcony drains.

 Use strong cleaning agents with care - 
especially in areas where you plan to store food. 
Note presence of pests - especially stubborn 
cockroaches and tell tale signs of rats. If you 
spray any pesticides and use rat poison, air the 
kitchen for a day before unpacking food stuff.

Toilets and toilet seats:

Drains and pipes:

Do not miss:

Kitchen:

Colorful cushions: 

Cushions in different bright 
colors add much life to your living 

room. And add comfort factor to it. 
The most comfortable sofas and chairs 

also need cushions. So, have them 
generously in your living room. You can also 

have some floor cushions so that on a lazy Sunday 
afternoon you can just take a nap and chill. 
Cushions in varying sizes, textures, patterns and 
colors make your living room attractive. And 
there are not expensive too.

Rug it: Rugs are wonderful ways to bring 

color to your floor. Imagine having an ikkat or 
kalamkari rug in your living room and 
bringing in a slice of our very own textile 
heritage into the living room. You need not 
follow the rule of putting a rug only in the 
middle of the room. Make your cosy 

Room
corner with a rug and couple of cushions. What a 
comfortable space will it be to curl up with a book 
and a cup of tea/coffee.

Bring in nature: There's no substitute to 

having a bit of greenery in your living room. Put 
some potted plants in your living room and see what 
difference it brings to your decor. Add more to the 
magic by putting fresh flowers in the room. Have a 
sense of variation by putting flowers in a 
terracotta/ceramic/glass bowl. Put them in different 
corners of the room and revel in the beauty.

Your signature style: Your home is a 

reflection of your personality. So, from art, books, 
handicrafts, photographs to your specialized 
collections (it could be anything), you can display 
it all and bring in a bit of your personality. Make 
the room look unique and let your guests have a 
dekko at you from a different perspective.

Room

and flower-bearing indigenous 
plants should be the only species 
in gardens here," he said."By 
using these plants, one can not 
only have a beautiful garden, but 
a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  
conserving the environment." 
Environmentalist Biswajit Roy 
Chowdhury said the trend of 
opting for foreign plant breeds 
has been taking its toll on the 
local ecosystem. Since these 
plants are unknown to local birds 
and insects, they fail to attract 
them, resulting in ecological 
imbalance."Planting a tree is not 
enough.The real benefits come 
from the biodiversity that it helps 
evolve.Foreign plants do not 
share that relationship with the 
local ecosystem and end up 
upse t t ing  the  eco log ica l  
balance," he said. 
Another adverse impact of this 
trend is the destruction of local 
shrubs, which are being replaced 
by foreign exotic species like 
Bougainvillea, Callistemon 
c i t r i n u s  a n d  M a g n o l i a  
grandiflora."Due to rampant 
plantation, most native plants are 
vanishing and fancy shrubs, non-
f ru i t  bear ing  p lants  and  

manicured lawns are taking their place," 
Das said. Roy Chowdhury revealed that 
some exotic plants also caused pollution 
by releasing pollens capable of causing 
respiratory problems and serious 
allergies.Parthenium is one such species. 
All of them, however, agree that not all 
exotic species are harmful. Some, like the 
sunflower, share a symbiotic relationship 
with the local environment. On the other 
hand, Alstonia, an Indian species, can 
cause respiratory problems. 
So, it's your turn to create an ecosystem, 
and not just a garden.
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New Delhi: will be delivered very soon. China Southern China Southern Airlines has 
already has over a third of its fleet on the dropped more than 100 B737 MAX jets from 
inactive list, so it will take its time adding to its fleet plans, based on the reports by 
its parking lot. Bloomberg. The new step by the airlines 

This appears to be the problem with the 737 might be an indication of Boeing's uncertain 
MAX in China. The Civil Aviation Authority future in China, with aircraft being left out of 
of China (CAAC) issued an airworthiness the airlines' fleet plan through 2024.  China 
order in December 2021, stating that the 737 Southern Chairman Ma Xulun told investors 
MAX can resume flight if all hardware and last week that the airline plans to receive 30 
software changes have been implemented aircraft in 2022, 36 in 2023, and 12 in 2024, 
and pilots have been retrained on the revised excluding the MAX. The airline said in its 
systems. China Southern has a fleet of 645 2021 Annual Results, released on March 30 this year, just weeks after announcing them. 

aircraft, with 375 Airbus and 270 Boeing that it planned to add 181 new aircraft between However, China Southern left the MAX out of 
aircraft, according to ch-aviation.com. China now and 2024, including 103 Boeing B737 their projection but made no mention of 
Southern's narrowbody fleet consists of 313 MAX. China Southern, Boeing's largest airline cancellations. Around 140 B737 MAX 
Airbus A320 family aircraft and 212 Boeing customer in China, has taken a step back in its aeroplanes are awaiting delivery to Chinese 
B737 aircraft.intentions to purchase 39 B737 MAX 8 aircraft customers, but it's unlikely that many of them 

Prudent Corporate Advisory Services shares 
list at nearly 4.8% premium, slip minutes later

China Southern Airlines plans to drop Boeing 737 Max aircraft from fleet

data from the respective stock 
exchange showed.

Prudent Corporate Advisory Services is 
one of the leading independent retail 
wealth management services groups 
(excluding banks) in India and is 
among the top mutual fund distributors 
in terms of average assets under 
management  and  commiss ion  
received. The company offers a 
technology-enabled, comprehensive 
investment and financial services 
platform with end-to-end solutions 
critical for financial products 
distribution and presence across online 
and offline channels. The IPO was met from its offer price of Rs 630.00, while on the 

with a positive demand during its offer period National Stock Exchange (NSE), it opened at 
from May 10-12, 2022 and got subscribed 1.22 Rs 650.00, up 3.18 per cent from the issue price. 
times on the final day. Reacting to the listing, However, the stock failed to hold on to its 
Santosh Meena, Head of Research at Swastika opening gains and slipped lower within minutes 
Investmart said, “The company’s tepid listing of opening. So far, it touched a low of Rs 583.80 
can be attributed to the rich pricing of the issue on the BSE and Rs 581.50 on NSE during the 

New Delhi: and the competitive and regulated nature of the first 45 minutes of trade. At 10:45 am, the scrip  Shares of retail wealth management 
industry. The company operates in an was trading at Rs 582.55 on the BSE, down 7.53 firm Prudent Corporate Advisory Services 
underpenetrated Indian asset management per cent from the issue price while on NSE it debuted on a firm note and got listed at a 
industry and has a consistent track record of was at Rs 582.40, down 7.56 per cent. The premium of nearly 4.8 per cent from their issue 
profitable growth due to a highly scalable, market capitalisation stood at Rs 2,433.47 price in the stock exchanges today. However, 
asset-light, and cash generative business model. crore, data from the BSE showed. Around 1.16 they failed to hold on to the gains and slipped 
We suggest long-term investors accumulate this lakh shares of Prudent Corporate Advisory below their issue price within minutes of listing. 
stock gradually on dips. Those who applied for Services were traded so far on BSE while over The scrip got listed at Rs 660.00 apiece on the 
listing gains can maintain a stop loss of Rs 600.”16.76 lakh shares exchanged hands on the NSE, BSE, thereby registering a gain of 4.76 per cent 

India to make 75 Vande Bharat 
trains before August 2023, says 
Railway Minister

New Delhi. a l s o  h a s  a  l i n k  t o  K M P  state would not be a problem. At 800 acres, Maruti Suzuki on Friday signed a 
(Kundli–Manesar–Palwal Expressway). this will be the biggest manufacturing pact with the Haryana government to set up 
The investment by big companies like facility for MSIL. Since setting up its first its third plant in the state, for an investment of 
Maruti in this area has given a positive car plant at Gurgaon in the 1980s, MSIL Rs 18,000 crore. Haryana Chief Minister 
boost to the industrial environment. In the has expanded its manufacturing footprint Manohar Lal Khattar said the facility is 
coming days, this area will emerge as an in Haryana by setting up a production expected to generate 13,000 jobs of which 
industrial hub,” added Khattar. He said an facility in Manesar and a R&D centre in over 10,000 will go to people from Haryana.

The Haryana State Industrial and Infrastructure amount of around Rs 2,400 crore was given Rohtak. Later, at a press conference, 
Development Corporation (HSIIDC) signed to Haryana through HSIIDC, the biggest Khattar said, “Maruti Suzuki is Gurgaon 
an agreement with Maruti Suzuki India Ltd transaction for a land parcel in the state. and Gurgaon is Haryana. Maruti Suzuki is 
(MSIL) for allotment of 800-acre land to set Maruti said it had completed the process of part of Haryana.” Chautala said that 

“Our plant at Kharkhoda, where the potential up a new car manufacturing unit, and another allotment of an 800 acres site at IMT initially there were reservations that the the 
is for the production of about one million cars with Suzuki Motorcycle India Pvt Ltd Kharkhoda with HSIIDC. “The first plant Haryana State Employment of Local 
a year, will be a major contributor to meeting (SMPIL) for 100-acre land to set up an with a manufacturing capacity of 2,50,000 Candidate Act — which reserves 75 per cent 
demands of India and abroad. Subject to integrated manufacturing facility for two- vehicles per annum is expected to be jobs in the private sector for those from the 
market conditions being favourable in India, wheelers and their engines, at Industrial commissioned within the year 2025 subject state — may hurt interests of the industry, but 
we expect to reach our full capacity in Model Township (IMT) at Kharkhoda, to administrative approvals. In the first after consultations, some exemptions were 
Kharkhoda in about 8 years’ time. Sonipat. Calling it “one of the biggest phase, the investment would be over Rs given and now there is consensus that the act 
Kharkhoda would become the largest car investments in the state”, Khattar said, 11,000 crore. The site will have space for will help industry grow. On a question 
centre anywhere in India. The success of “Today, if Gurgaon has become an iconic capacity expansion to include more regarding increase in the cost of production 
Maruti shows that there is no alternative but destination for investors, it is due to the base manufacturing plants in the future,” it added. due to inflation, Khattar said the entire 
for governments and private sector industries Haryana Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant provided by Maruti, which started its process of production is dependent on 
to work together with mutual trust,” Maruti Chautala said, “With Maruti and several production in Haryana four decades ago. We demand and supply and market forces, which 
Suzuki chairman RC Bhargava said. He ancillaries coming up, Gurgaon has been are heading towards a new era of relationship is not in the hands of the government. 
added that the plant at Kharkhoda will not transformed from a small rural area to a between Haryana and Japan.” “Kharkhoda is Responding to another query regarding 
produce electric vehicles and that global city. We are hoping the same 65 km away from the airport, 18 km from the unemployment in Haryana, the Chief 
recruitment of skilled manpower from the development will happen in Kharkhoda.” railway station and National Highway and Minister said that different types.

Taxpayers, ALERT! Income Tax 
Dept issues warning against fraud 
messages, check how to stay safe

New Delhi: Lakhs of eligible farmers 
who are waiting for the disbursal of 
the 11th installment of Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN), may hear the good news 
regarding payment of Rs 2000 very 
soon. Several media reports have 
been speculating the date on which 
PM KISAN 11th installment will be 
transfered into the bank account of 
the eligible farmer.

Though nothing official has come as 
yet, a Zee Hindi report has quoted 
Agriculture Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar stating the probable 
date of the disbursal of direct cash 
transfer under PM KISAN scheme.s. 

As per the Zee Hindi report, that 
quoted Tomar's speech during an 
event in Madhya Pradhesh, the 11th 
installment of Rs 2000 under PM 
KISAN will be coming on May 31. It 
must also be noted that May 31 is 
also the last date for completion of 
PM KISAN eKYC. As per the 
pmkisan website, the last date for 
completing the eKYC is May 31. In 
the right hand side, below the home 
page, you will see Farmers Corner - 
There is a box just below Farmers 
Corner that mentions e-kyc A page 
will open that facilitates Aadhar 
Ekyc - Now, you will have to enter 
your Aadhar number and then the 
Captcha code shown and click on the 
search button After that, you will 
have to enter your mobile number 
linked to your Aadhar card and click 
on Get OTP button The OTP will be 
sent to your registered mobile 
number Punch in the OTP and click 
on the Submit For Authentication 
button As soon as you click Submit 
For Auth button, your PM KISAN e-
KYC will be successful Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) Scheme, was launched by 
PM Narendra Modi in 2019, aims to 
provide income support to all 
landholder farmer families across 
the country with cultivable land, 
subject to certain exclusions.  Under 
the Scheme, an amount of Rs 6000 
per year is released in three 4-
monthly instalments of Rs 2000 each 
directly into the bank accounts of the 
beneficiaries. While lakhs of eager 
farmers are waiting for the.

Wait for PM Kisan 11th installment 

money finally over, Agriculture Minister 

hints at THIS date

UN drops forecast for global 

economic growth in 2022 to 3.1%

Maruti’s third Haryana unit by 

2025; ‘full capacity in 8 years’

New Delhi: A Tata-owned Air India's 
A320neo airliner returned to Mumbai 
airport just 27 minutes after takeoff after one 
of its engines failed mid-flight due to a 
technical issue, as reported by PTI. 
According to an Air India representative, the 
passengers were flown to Bengaluru after a 
change of aircraft on Thursday. According to 
authorities, the aviation authority, the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, is 
investigating the event. Air India's A320neo 
planes are equipped with CFM Leap 
engines.

The pilots of the A320neo plane received a 
warning  about  h igh  exhaus t  gas  
temperatures on one of the engines just 
minutes after the aircraft's departure from 
the Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport 
at 9.43 AM. With that engine being shut 
down, the pilot landed back at the Mumbai 
airport at 10.10 AM, sources said. When 
asked about the incident, Air India 
spokesperson said: "Air India accords top 
priority to safety and our crew are well adept 
at  handling these situations. Our 
Engineering and Maintenance teams had 
immediately started looking into the issue." 
The scheduled flight had left with 
passengers to Bengaluru after a change of 
aircraft," the spokesperson added.  All 
landholding farmers' families, which have 
cultivable landholding in their names are 
eligible to get benefit under the scheme.

New Delhi: The number of cyber crimes has 
been increasing in the country at an 
alarming rate in the past few years. Several 
government organisations are taking note 
of how fraudsters are duping Indian 
citizens. In a bid to protect users from 
falling into the traps, the Income Tax 
Department cautioned the public on how 
they can safeguard themselves from 
scamsters. Taking it to Twitter, the Income 
Tax Department advised Indian citizens not 
to share their personal or financial details 
with anyone. The department pointed out 
that it never asks for any such details.

“Beware of fraudulent messages being 
circulated in the name of the Income Tax 
Department! Please do not share your 
personal or financial details as the 
Department never asks for such details," 
the Income Tax Department said in its 
tweet. The Income Tax Department also 
shared a recent PIB Fact Check tweet that 
alerted the public from falling prey to 
lottery scams. PIB’s fact checking 
department had pointed out that the Income 
Tax department isn’t running any lucky 
draw schemes.  "E-mails and messages are 
being circulated by fraudsters with a false 
claim that the recipient has won a lottery. 
#PIBFactCheck…Beware of such lottery 
scams!...Do not share your personal or 
financial information on such calls, emails 
and messages," PIB Fact Check had said in 
its tweet. With the rising number of banking 
frauds, several banks in India, time and 
again, have issued circulars sharing 
information on how their customers can 
safeguard themselves from scams that can 
empty their bank accounts.

New Delhi: recession in 2023. Till there is year loan prime rate (LPR) by 15 The topline equity indices opened 
over 1.5 per cent higher on Friday taking clarity on the second issue, the basis points on Friday morning, a 
cues from their Asian peers which rose after ‘risk-off, risk-on mode’ in the sharper cut than had been 
China cut a key lending benchmark to market is likely to continue in the expected, as authorities seek to 
support a slowing economy. near-term. It may take a few cushion an economic slowdown, 

At 9:24 am, the S&P BSE Sensex was up weeks for the markets to though it left the one-year LPR 
1,006.38 points (1.91 per cent) at 53,798.61 stabilize.” On the global front, he unchanged. The five-year rate 
while the Nifty 50 was trading at 16,122.55, noted “It is important to inf luences the pricing of  
up 313.15 points (1.98 per cent). On the appreciate the fact that the mortgages. MSCI’s broadest 
Sensex pack, all the stocks were trading dominant feature of this market index of Asia-Pacific shares 
higher in the early trade led by Tata Steel, Dr. is bearish in the short-term. outside Japan quickly built on 
Reddy’s Laboratories, Bharti Airtel, State Nasdaq is 30 per cent down from early gains after the cut, and was 
Bank of India (SBI), Sun Pharmaceutical the peak and S&P 500 is 19 per last up 1.4 per cent. Chinese blue-
Industries and Hindustan Unilever(HUL). cent down from the peak. These chips were 1.1 per cent higher in 
Speaking on the sharp market movements, V are reflections of weakness in the early trade and Hong Kong’s 
K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist market.” Hang Seng index jumped more 
at Geojit Financial Services said, “The For India, Vijayakumar said that than 2 per cent, while Australian 
excessive volatility in the market is broadly the foreign institutional investors shares rose 1.3 per cent. In Tokyo, 
due to two reasons. One, the market has (FIIs) are likely to continue the Nikkei stock index gained 1 
discounted severe monetary tightening by selling since India is the only per cent. The gains in Asia came cut a key lending benchmark to support a 
the Fed which is likely to take the Fed funds emerging market where they are sitting on after a late rally on Wall Street petered out, slowing economy, but a gauge of global 
rate to around 3 per cent in 2023. Two, the good profits and the market provides the leaving the Dow Jones Industrial Average equities remained set for its longest weekly 
market has not fully discounted the liquidity to sell. Global market sian shares down 0.75 per cent, the S&P 500 0.58 per losing streak on record amid investor worries 
probability of the US economy slipping into jumped in early trade on Friday after China cent lower and the Nasdaq Composite off by about sluggish growth. China cut its five-

New Delhi. During his visit to the Integral 
Coach Factory in Chennai, Union Minister 
for Railways, Ashwini Vaishnaw flagged off 
the 12,000th  Linke Hofmann Busch coach 
and examined the manufacturing of coaches 
for Vande Bharat trains. He also made major 
announcements during the ceremony 
regarding production of more trains by next 
year.

"Vande Bharat manufacturing on fast track at 
ICF Chennai," the Minister tweeted. He also 
said that 75 more of these trains are to be 
produced. These new trains will be better 
upgraded versions compared to older 
models, scheduled to be produced before 
Aug 15, 2023. This current interation of the 
train will have a sleeper coach to facilitate 
long-distance overnight journeys. The new 
trains will have 3 classes with AC-1, AC-2 
and AC 3 coaches. It is an essential update as 
the present Vande Bharat trains only have 
chair car seating format. To take advantage 
of modern technology, specifications for 
lightweight bogies, transformers, and 
motors, among other things, are being 
produced. The Vande Bharat trains in 
version 3 will be lighter, more energy-
efficient,  and have more modern 
conveniences and passenger facilities. So 
far, 102 Vande Bharat Express trains with 
solely seating layouts have been launched.

The reason for aspiring to increase the number 
of these trains is majorly based on the speed, 
as these semi-high-speed rails are capable of 
travelling at an average speed of 160 kmph.

It is to be noted that the procurement of 400 
extra Vande Bharat trains was already 
announced in the Union Budget 2022-23. 
According to the budget provision, a 16-
coach Vande Bharat train is anticipated to 
cost Rs 120 crore. Apart from the production 
sites in Kapurthala, Chennai, and Rae 
Bareli, Indian Railways would provide the 
Latur facility for constructing 200 Vande 
Bharat train sets.

?Prudent Corporate 
Advisory Services shares 
listing: The scrip of retail 
wealth management firm 
Prudent Corporate 
Advisory Services got 
listed at Rs 660.00 
apiece on the BSE, 
thereby registering a gain 
of 4.76 per cent from its 
offer price of Rs 630.00.

Air India plane makes 

emergency landing in Mumbai 

after engine shuts down midair

New Delhi, Saturday, 21 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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'New Delhi. Bangladesh Test skipper Mominul Chowdhury Stadium in Chattogram. Bangladesh and that is the truth, and probably 
Haque Showrabh said that fitness and plenty of MOMINUL SPEAKS ON MUSTAFIZUR they have played 20 Tests altogether. What I 
other factors need to be taken into account for feel is experience hardly matters to them (pace ''If you are saying whether I demand him 
Mustafizur Rahman’s comeback in Test bowlers)," Mominul added. Earlier, the (Mustafizur in the Test team), then if the board 
cricket. The left-arm pacer from Satkhira last Bangladesh Cricket Board (ECB) said that it gives him, he will naturally play,'' Mominul 
played in the purest format way back in will have a discussion with Mustafizur was quoted as saying. ''Firstly, you have to see 
February 2021 against the West Indies and regarding his future in Test cricket. The BCB how many days Mustafizur played in red ball 
since then, has only taken part in limited-overs said that it wants Mustafizur to continue (cricket) and a lot of things depend on that for 
cricket.  After making his Test debut in 2015, playing Test cricket. The pacer is currently in how many days he is playing or not, and there 
the 26-year-old has only taken part in 14 Tests, India, taking part in the 2022 Indian Premier is the fitness issue. If we require him, we will 
picking up 30 wickets with two four-wicket League (IPL). After their home series against play him, because we are missing some of our 
hauls to his name. Mominul put forth his the Sri Lankans, Bangladesh will travel to West frontline bowlers,” he stated. ''I am not aware 
opinions after Bangladesh’s drawn Test match Indies for two Tests, three ODIs and as many how many Tests Mustafizur played and, to be 
against Sri Lanka at the Zahur Ahmed T20Is.honest, no pace bowler is experienced in 

Nikhat Zareen is a world champion: Gutsy boxer 
punches past disappointments and hurdles to glory

Fitness and other things need to be considered for 
Mustafizur Rahman’s Test comeback: Mominul Haque

from then on. When people in her town had New Delhi. "Who is Nikhat Zareen?" 
told her "Boxing Mardo Ka Game", Nikhat Legendary Indian boxer Mary Kom had 
didn't believe it. Instead, she set out on a famously asked this question when the 
journey to quash misconceptions. "Once I young Telengana boxer demanded a trial 
went to a stadium, I saw Urban Games were for the Tokyo Olympics. Mary got an 
going on. I saw girls in every sport except a u t o m a t i c  t i c k e t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  
boxing. Then I was curious to know why championships in 2019 and when she was 
there were no girls in boxing. I asked my given a similar route to the Tokyo 
father 'papa, sab game mein ladkiyon hai Olympics, Nikhat, who competes in the 
but boxing mein kyu nahi hai? Bas mardo same weight class, contested it and fought 
ka game hai kya?'. "He said 'no beta, girls for a trial. Nikhat did not win the much-
can also box, but people think girls don't publicized trial, as Mary Kom outpunched 
have guts to box'. "I belong to a place where the Telengana boxer in 2019 to book a ticket 
very few people allow their daughters to to the Tokyo Olympics. But Nizkhat did not 
achieve their dreams in sport. I took those throw in the towel. In fact, she never has, in 
words as a challenge, then I decided to take her life. The gutsy boxer from Telengana 
up boxing. "I told my father 'papa, mein in style. Nikhat Zareen on Thursday, May 19 won a Youth World Championships gold 

boxing karoongi. I wanted to show people became only the 5th woman boxer from India to medal when she was just 15. But competing in 
around me that boxing ladkiyan bhi kar sakthi win a gold medal at the World Championships. the same flyweight category as Mary Kom 
hai'," Nikhat told indiatoday.in in March.More importantly, she is only the 2nd Indian wasn't easy. Mary, a legend of the sport, had 

woman boxer after Mary Kom to win a world dominated the weight class over the years, 'WILL DO MY FATHER PROUD'

meet gold medal outside India. Nikhat was at winning as many as 8 medals in the world Nikhat, who has set her sights on Paris 2024, is 
her dominant best in the final against Thailand's meets, including 6 gold medals. always grateful for the support she had received 
Jutamas Jitpong 5-0. In fact, Nikhat won each NIKHAT IS A WORLD CHAMPION from her father, Mohammad Jameel Ahmed. 
of her 4 bouts by unanimous decisions, Winning an Olympic medal is the biggest gift Nikhat always had to battle to emerge out of 
asserting her dominance in the weight class in that she can give her dotting 'papa'. "At the start, Mary's shadows. She was in good form in the 
Istanbul. Nikhat has had a fine run in 2022. The it was challenging for me and my father because lead-up to the Tokyo Games, winning a gold 
25-year-old became the first Indian boxer to people around us were saying all sorts of stuff. medal at the prestigious Standja Boxing 
win more than one gold medal at the Standja But my father never listened to all that. He Memorial Tournament and won a silver medal 
Boxing Memorial Tournament and carried the supported me in my journey. That's why I have at the Asian Championships. But Nikhat missed 
form to Istanbul to bag the world title. always been saying that I am lucky to have such the bus to Tokyo. A year later, Nikhat answered 

PROVING NAYSAYERS WRONG a father. "One day, I will make him proud by all the questions. Who is Nikhat Zareen? She is 
winning an Olympic medal." The spotlight will Proving naysayers wrong is nothing new for a world champion. "Is my name trending on 
now be on Nikhat Zareern. With Mary taking a Nikhat Zareen. She began her foray into sports Twitter?" is the first question Nikhat asked 
backseat, the nation's hopes will be pinned on by specialising in 100m and 200m sprints but a when she met the press on Thursday. Well, it 
Nikhat. But the young pugilist, who had spent visit to the nearby sports complex with her did. With Mary Kom opting out of the major 
time waiting in the wings for long, will only father changed it all. Seeing only boys taking events in 2022, including the world 
cherish the attention and use it to strengthen her part in boxing, Nikhat asked her father a championships, it was an opportunity for 
journey towards the Paris dreams.question. Her journey took a different direction Nikhat to walk the talk, finally. And she did that 

Thailand Open 2022: PV Sindhu 
books semi-final berth after 
beating World No. 1 Akane 
Yamaguchi in 3 games
'New Delhi. Double Olympic medalist PV 

Sindhu on Friday outclassed World No. 1, 
Akane Yamaguchi, in the quarter-final of the 
Super 500 tournament in Bangkok. The 
former finalists came up with a hard-fought 
victory, beating the Japanese star 21-15, 20-
22, 21-13 in 51 minutes.

Yamaguchi, who defeated Sindhu at the Asian 
Badminton Championships earlier this year, 
forced a decider after a good fightback in the 
2nd game but Sindhu raced ahead in the 
decider as the Japanese star was showing 
signs of back injury. Sindhu will next face 
reigning Olympic champion Chen Yufein 
the semi-final. The Indian shuttler Sindhu 
has a positive 6-4 record against the Chinese 
shuttler who has been in fine form in the 
recent past. SUPER SINDHU @Pvsindhu1 
enters semifinals of #ThailandOpen2022 in 
style after defeating reigning world 
champion 's Akane Yamaguchi 21-15, 20-
22, 21-13 in the quarter finals Well done  ! 
#BWFWorldTour#IndiaontheRise#Badmin
ton pic.twitter.com/084Y0lp9NU — BAI 
Media (@BAI_Media) May 20, 2022

Sindhu is the only Indian shuttler who has 
progressed to the final four at the Thailand 
Open this year. On Thursday, Srikanth, 
seeded eighth, gave a walkover to his Irish 
rival Nhat Nguyen. The world no. 11 Indian 
had earlier produced a gritty show to get the 
better of Brice Leverdez of France 18-21 21-
10 21-16 in his opening round match. 
Notably, Srikanth played a key role in 
helping India win their first-ever Thomas 
Cup title last week in Bangkok. There were 
disappointments for HS Prannoy and Saina 
Nehwal as the accomplished Indian 
shuttlers were handed early exits.

Jofra Archer’s availability for 
the next season is too far 
ahead: Mahela Jayawardene

Former Australia spinner 
Nathan Hauritz appointed as 
Ireland’s spin-bowling coach

Set to begin from 7 June, Sri Lanka name 

provisional squads for Australia serie

Mumbai Indians' Arjun 
Tendulkar bowls searing 
yorkers, shatters stumps in a 
drill session
'New Delhi. Sachin Tendulkar's son Arjun is 

making all the right noises to debut in the 
2022 Indian Premier League. The franchise 
Mumbai Indians, who snapped up him for 
Rs 30 lakh in the mega auction, are also 
creating a buzz on social media with Arjun's 
net practice visuals.

In a recent video shared by Mumbai Indians, 
the 22-year-old Arjun can be seen doing his 
yorker drill which could send chills down 
the spine of opponent batters. Ball one went 
down the leg side, but ball two flattened the 
leg stump. And ball three also kissed the leg 
stump after hitting the shoe placed near it. 
"Arjun perfect since ages!" Mumbai Indians 
captioned the video posted on Instagram. In 
no time, the video went viral on social media 
platforms. The fans are urging Mumbai 
Indians team management to provide an 
opportunity for Arjun to showcase his talent.

IPL 2022 Packages: Coverage The young left-
arm seamer Arjun has been part of the 
Mumbai Indians squad as a net bowler for 
the last few years. He was also picked up by 
the Mumbai-based franchise in the auction 
for the 2021 IPL. Arjun didn't get a game in 
the previous edition but the five-time 
champions again added him to the 2022 
squad. Ahead of their match against 
Lucknow Super Giants, there was a buzz 
that Arjun might be named in the playing XI 
as the team posted his picture on their 
Instagram account. But it was Fabian Allen 
who made his debut in the end. Ahead of 
their match against Lucknow Super Giants, 
there was a buzz that Arjun might be named 
in the playing XI as the team posted his 
picture on their Instagram account. But it 
was Fabian Allen who made his debut in the 
end.

Sri Lanka would be matched well against De Silva, Ashen Bandara, Dinesh 'New Delhi. Sri Lanka have announced 
Australia, who will be forced to mull about Chandimal, Niroshan Dickwella, Janith provisional squads for all formats for their 
their bowling combinations in the Liyanage, Dunith Wellalage, Dhananjaya series against Australia in June. Starting 7 
subcontinent. The visiting team did Lakshan, Sahan Arachchi, Wanindu June, Sri Lanka will be vying for crucial ODI 
exceedingly well in Pakistan, forcing Hasaranga, Chamika Karunaratne, Lahiru Super League and World Test Championship 
results in dead tracks, but will be scratching M a d u s h a n k a ,  R a m e s h  M e n d i s ,  points against an Australian team that 
their heads to figure out a good Dushmantha Chameera, Binura Fernando, recently smashed England at Ashes Down 
combination. Australia might be tempted to Dilshan Madushanka, Lahiru Kumara, Under. 
play three spinners in Sri Lanka given the Kasun Rajitha, Jeffrey Vandersay, Australia are one of the top sides in the WTC at 
recent history, but it would mean that one M a h e e s h  T h e e k s h a n a ,  P r a v e e n  the moment, and have not lost a single Test 
among Mitchell Starc and Josh Hazlewood Jayawickramamatch in the current cycle. They have won 
are assured to be dropped from the team. five matches and drawn three. Sri Lanka on Sri Lanka provisional T20I squad

Australia have already announced their Fernando, Dilshan Madushanka, Lahiru the other hand are currently playing against D a s u n  S h a n a k a  ( c ) ,  D a n u s h k a  
respective squads for the series and they are Kumara, Kasun Rajitha, Vishwa Fernando, Bangladesh in a two match Test series, with Guanathilaka, Pathum Nissanka, Kusal 
led by Pat Cummins in the Tests and Aaron Asitha Fernando, Jeffrey Vandersay, the first one being drawn with relative ease. Mendis, Charith Asalanka, Bhanuka 
Finch in the white ball formats. Dimuth L a k s h i t h a  R a s a n j a n a ,  P r a v e e n  Sri Lanka put up a strong batting show Rajapaksa, Ashen Bandara, Niroshan 
Karunaratne (c), Pathum Nissanka, Kamil Jayawickrama, Lasith Embuldeniya, against Bangladesh in Chattogram with Dickwella, Dunith Wellalage, Dhananjaya 
Mishara, Oshada Fernando, Kusal Mendis, Suminda LakshanAngelo Mathews scoring 199 runs in the first Lakshan, Sahan Aarachchi, Wanindu 
Angelo Mathews, Dhananjaya De Silva, innings. With absolutely no help for bowlers Sri Lanka provisional ODI squad Hasaranga, Chamika Karunaratne, Lahiru 
Kamindu Mendis, Niroshan Dickwella, in the five days, Sri Lanka managed to see off Madushanka, Ramesh Mendis, Dushmantha Dasun Shanaka (c), Danushka Gunathilaka, 
Dinesh Chandimal, Chamika Karunaratne, the Bangladesh spin attack to declare at Chameera, Binura Fernando, Matheesha Pathum Nissanka, Kusal Mendis, Charith 
Ramesh Mendis, Mohamed Shiraz, Shiran 260/6, calling an early end to the Test match. Pathirana, Nuwan Thushara, Kasun.Asalanka, Bhanuka Rajapaksa, Dhananjaya 

'New Delhi. Mumbai Indians (MI) head 
coach Mahela Jayawardene said that fast 
bowler Jofra Archer’s participation in the 
2022 Indian Premier League (IPL) is “too 
far ahead” for the time being. The 
Barbados-born speedster was a revelation 
back in 2018 after he was picked to play for 
the Rajasthan Royals (RR) following his 
stupendous performances for Hobart 
Hurricanes in the BBL and Sussex in the 
T20 Blast.

In 2019, Archer also played the World Cup at 
home and bowled the Super Over in the 
final against New Zealand at the Lord’s 
Cricket Ground. But after March 2021, 
when he played the away series against 
India, Archer’s career has been marred by 
loads of injuries. Of late, it was learned that 
the youngster suffered a stress fracture of 
the lower back and was ruled out of the rest 
of the 2022 season.

Jayawardene stated that the support staff of 
MI and the England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) is keeping a close eye on 
Archer’s progress.

JAYAWARDENE UPDATES
“Jofra’s availability for the next season is too 

far ahead at the moment. Our experts will 
keep an eye on his fitness along with those 
in the ECB. It is a new injury and not an old 
one, so hopefully, recovery should be 
quicker for him. We’ll see how he 
progresses from this injury,” Jayawardene 

however is not ready to give up. stretchered off. It remains to be Kolkata. Fresh from their dominating win over 
“The mood in the team is good, seen whether Jhinghan finally heavyweights ATK Mohun Bagan, two-time 
although we are expecting a very makes a comeback or Ferrando I-League champions Gokulam Kerala FC 
tough match tomorrow. We will try gives him more time to recover will look to put one foot in the inter-zone 
to win. with India set to play three Asian semifinal with a victory over Maziya Sports 

“I think we played a good game Cup qualifiers slated here next & Recreation Club in the AFC Cup here on 
against Bashundhara but what we month. “We have been unlucky Saturday. The Malabarians announced their 
need to do against Gokulam is with injuries, like Tiri. arrival in the continental showpiece in style 
minimise our mistakes and convert Pressure exists all the time, we have when they thrashed local favourites ATK 
our chances,” said Jesic. “We know 26 players. I trust all the players. Mohun Bagan 4-2 to take the pole position in 
Gokulam are in good form and are a We won’t have Tiri but there are group D ahead of Bashundhara Kings on goal 
very good side. However, if we can other players that I trust to hold the difference.
minimise our errors, victory will be defence in his absence,” he said. With only the top team from group D to 
ours,” he added. The Italian Annese Bashundhara Kings head coach advance into the Inter-Zone semi-finals, 
however is not taking their Oscar Bruzon said the opening 30 another three points for the Vincenzo Alberto 
opponents lightly. “We will face a minutes would be crucial in Annese-coached side would brighten their defeat against Bashundhara Kings on 
team who have rich experience in this deciding the outcome of the match. “Big prospects. Luka Majcen, who was their top Saturday would mean early elimination for 
competition. They have players who have match, nice venue with the home team (ATK goal-scorer with 13 to his kitty in the I- Juan Ferrando’s side. Their central defence 
stayed with the team for a long time and they Mohun Bagan) planning a do-over game. We League, showed ominous signs with a brace collapsed in the second half after Tiri 
have national players. “We studied them, will stick to our plan, it will be important to and the Slovenian centre-forward will again suffered an ACL tear. Without Tiri, who has 
they have quality in the middle, they have hold the first 30 minutes, and then go ahead be a vital cog in their attack. The promising been ruled out for seven to eight months, 
good pace and they try to give a lot of trouble with our plans,” said Bruzon. “ATK Mohun Indian duo of Emil Benny and Muhammed managing their central defence would be the 
to defensive lines,” said Annese. Perform or Bagan are a team still in transition. They need Uvais impressed with their creativity in the key area for the Mariners. Suspense over 
perish for ATK Mohun Bagan ATK Mohun to adapt more to the coach’s plan. We know midfield. An opening day 0-1 defeat to Jhingan fitness Veteran India stopper 
Bagan’s bid to advance to their successive they are struggling at the back. But I am sure Bangladesh’s Bashundhara Kings means Sandesh Jhingan, who too is fighting injury 
Inter-Zone semi-finals suffered a big blow the coach has identified the struggles, and we another loss on Saturday will end Maziya’s issues, was seen warming up on the sidelines 
when they lost to Gokulam Kerala FC. A will not get complacent,” he added.hopes. Maziya head coach Miodrag Jesic but was not included even after Tiri was 

AFC Preview: Gokulam Kerala 

upbeat ahead of Maziya clash

'New Delhi. Former Australia off-
break bowler Nathan Haurtitz was 
appointed as Ireland spin bowling 
coach, Cricket Ireland said in a 
statement. The 40-year-old’s role 
will be there to work with both the 
men’s and women’s teams and make 
the nation’s spin department a 
strong one. 

Ireland have quite a few quality spin 
bowlers, including the likes of Andy 
McBrine, Gareth Delany, George 
Dockrell, Eimear Richardson and 
Leah Paul. The Queensland-born 
Hauritz is set to join the Irish setup 
in August, subject to a work permit. 
After getting the job, Hauritz 
sounded excited about his new 
journey. The veteran said that he 
wants to focus more on the mental 
and tactical aspects of spin bowling.

TACTICAL AND MENTAL

"The opportunity was too good to not 
even think about. I love discussing 
spin bowling from all facets, and to 
be able to do that in an international 
environment while travelling the 
world, how could you not want to do 
it,” Hauritz was quoted as saying. 
"My particular interest as a coach is 
the tactical and mental side of spin 
bowling. When you play at the top 
level of cricket, your game is 
generally in a pretty sound space, 
but more often than not it comes 
down to how you perform on the day 
that needs the most work. “I believe 
my career and experience will help 
me communicate with, and support 
the development of, our current 
groups of spinners. It's an incredibly 
exciting time to be part of cricket in 
Ireland," he added. Back in 2002, 
Hauritz made his debut for Australia 
and his career spanned nine years 
until 2011. In 17 Tests, 58 ODIs and 
three T20Is, Hauritz picked up 63, 
63 and two wickets respectively. He 
also picked up two four-wicket 
hauls and as many fifers at the 
highest level. After announcing his 
retirement, Hauritz has worked as 
the spin bowling coach of  
Queensland Fire and Brisbane Heat 
since 2010. In domestic cricket, 
Hauritz played for Sydney Thunder, 
Melbourne  Renegades ,  and  
Brisbane Heat in the BBL.
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impact on the society; while undue not setting forth much about how New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
harshness is not required but inadequate the investigation proceeded Thursday said that 'hand can also be a 
punishment may lead to the sufferance initially, how the court had to weapon when a cricketer or extremely 
of the community at large. The blow was intervene to see that the relevant physically fit person inflicts the same' and 
not inflicted on a person identically people are charged, the manner of remarked that a disproportionately light 
physically placed but on a 65-year-old leading of evidence, the hesitancy punishment humiliates and frustrates a 
person, more than double his age and of doctors all of which weighed in victim of crime when the offender goes 
Sidhu cannot say that he did not know this Court opined that a case unpunished or is let off with a relatively 
the effect of the blow or plead ignorance beyond a reasonable doubt could be minor punishment.
on this aspect, the court observed. "It is only of one under Section 323 of A Bench of Justices AM Khanwilkar and 
not as if someone has to remind him of the IPC. We do believe that the Sanjay Kishan Kaul remarks came while 
the extent of the injury which could be indulgence was not required to be allowing review application on the issue 

Indifference to the rights of the victim of caused by a blow inflicted by him. In the shown at the stage of sentence by only of sentence against Navjot Singh Sidhu in 
crime is fast eroding the faith of the given circumstances, tempers may have imposing a sentence of fine and letting the a three-decade-old road rage case and 
society in general and the victim of crime been lost but then the consequences of the respondent go without any imposition of imposed one-year rigorous imprisonment 
in particular in the criminal justice loss of temper must be borne. In fact, this sentence," the Court said. The Court also to him. "The hand can also be a weapon 
system, " the Court said. Indifference to Court to some extent had been indulgent said that the present case is not one where by itself where say a boxer, a wrestler or a 
the rights of the victim of crime is fast in ultimately holding respondent No.1 two views are possible such that review cricketer or an extremely physically fit 
eroding the faith of the society in general (Sidhu) guilty of an offence of simple hurt should not be exercised. It is a case where person inflicts the same. This may be 
and the victim of crime in particular in the under Section 323 of the IPC. The some germane facts for sentencing appear understood where a blow may be given 
criminal justice system," the Court said.question is whether even on sentence, the to have been lost sight of while imposing either by a physically fit person or to a 

The Court also quoted an ancient quote mere passage of time can result in a fine of only a fine on respondent No.1 (Sidhu) more aged person. Insofar as the injury 
saying that it reflects the aspects of ? 1,000 being an adequate sentence where and, therefore, no question of choosing caused is concerned, this Court has 
sentencing and victimology. The Court a person has lost his life by reason of the between two possible views arises. "The accepted the plea of a single blow by hand 
said that the ancient quote means the severity of blow inflicted by respondent result of the aforesaid is that the review being given on the head of the deceased. 
person dispensing justice as per No.1 with his hands, " the Court said. applications/petitions are allowed to the In our view, it is this significance which is 
Dharmashastra should prescribe a "Thus, a disproportionately light aforesaid extent and in addition to the fine an error apparent on the face of the record 
penance appropriate to the age, the time, punishment humiliates and frustrates a imposed we consider it appropriate to needing some remedial action," the Court 
and strength of the sinner, the penance is victim of crime when the offender goes impose a sentence of imprisonment for a said.  The Court  remarked that  
such that he may not lose his life and yet unpunished or is let off with a relatively p e r i o d  o f  o n e - y e a r  r i g o r o u s  punishments are awarded not because of 
he may be purified.  A penance causing minor punishment as the system pays no imprisonment to be undergone by the fact that it has to be an eye for an eye or 
distress should not be prescribed. "We are attention to the injured's feelings. respondent No.1 (Sidhu). a tooth for a tooth, rather having its due 

Bharat Jodo Yatra: Congress To Reach 

Out To Like-Minded Groups For March
strengthen its communication strategy government assets and institutions," New Delhi: The Congress will reach out to 
and quickly formulate the party's views a senior Congress leader. The civil society members and like-minded 
on key issues confronting the country, an Congress will organise public political groups for the 'Bharat Jodo' yatra 
area flagged by leaders during the Shivir. meetings in several states along its from October 2 for rallying support to 
Congress president Sonia Gandhi will route to spread awareness about the combat polarisation and protect 
have an advisory committee of senior "designs of the BJP to divide the Constitution, democracy and various 
leaders from the CWC, who will guide country on religious lines due to an institutions, senior party leaders said on 
her and the party in taking the party a t m o s p h e r e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  Thursday.
position on important issues, they said. polarisation", a leader said. A The 3500-km yatra from Kanyakumari to 
The party has also decided to train committee of senior leaders will be Kashmir will pass through 12 states and is 
leaders on how to articulate the party's formed to work on the route and the first such major exercise in decades, 
views on key issues before the country, former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi covering the entire stretch of the country 
which is part of the plan to strengthen its is expected to be present during its from south to north, they said, days after 
communication strategy. start in Kanyakumari. The party has the party announced the initiative at its these panels. However, in the Pradesh 

received an encouraging response from The training will be done in a systematic Chintan Shivir in Udaipur. Congress chief Congress Committees (PCC) and the 
people from all walks of life including manner in Kerala. The setting up of the Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi will also Congress Working Committee (CWC), 
civil society members and those from training institute was also part of the 2003 hold a day-long session with 70 working the highest decision-making body of the 
institutions who want to associate Shimla declaration of the party. The presidents in states, ministers in party- party, bringing the average age to 50 years 
themselves with the Congress' 'Bharat Udaipur Shivir also saw the focus on ruled states, besides some party will take some time as its members are 
Jodo yatra', the leaders said. Unlike the organisational matters for the first time as spokespersons and others left out at the required to have more experience, they 
party's Pachmarhi, Shimla and Jaipur these overtook the political and economic Shivir, and will hear them out. The leaders said. On the Bharat Jodo yatra, the leaders 
conclaves, they pointed out, it was the first issues during the discussions and the said the Congress chief would announce a said the Congress will also reach out to 
time in the Chintan Shivir in Udaipur that outcome. The decisions included 50 task force very soon to give final shape to civil society members and like-minded 
the party adopted the declaration in Hindi percent representation of those below 50 the decisions taken in the Udaipur political groups and institutions to make 
as the party intends to win back the 250 years of age in party positions. The declaration in a phased manner. The task the yatra broad-based and reach out to the 
Lok Sabha seats in the north. Besides, the Congress will see its implementations at force will also help formulate the party's masses. "The yatra is not just aimed at 
Udaipur Shivir also saw each of the 430-block and district-level committees within strategy for the 2024 general elections and uniting the country and freeing it from the 
odd delegates speak on important issues. the next two-three months, with the aim of make the party election-ready. he grip of increased polarisation, but also 
The Congress will also.keeping the average age of 45 years in Congress, they said, is also keen to saving the Constitution, the democracy, 

New Delhi: Boxer Nikhat Zareen made history by 
clinching the coveted gold in flyweight (52kg) division 
at the Women's World Championship. From PM 
Narendra Modi, President Ramnath Kovind to K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, Chief Minister of Telangana - the 
state where Nikhat comes from - political 
heavyweights have come forth to congratulate Nikhat. 
Taking to Twitter, the President said, "Heartiest 
congratulations to Nikhat Zareen for the gold medal at 
the Women's World Boxing Championship. The nation 
is proud of her. I am confident that her success will 
motivate our youth, especially girls to realize their 
dreams. I wish she continues bringing laurels to the 
country." 

Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi also lauded 
Nikhat Zareen for clinching gold at World Boxing 
Championships. ."Our boxers have made us proud! 
Congratulations to @nikhat_zareen for a fantastic 
Gold medal win at the Women`s World Boxing 
Championship. I also congratulate Manisha Moun and 
Parveen Hooda for their Bronze medals in the same 
competition," PM Modi tweeted.  KCR complimented 
Nikhat for unfurling India's flag at the international 
sports platform, a release from CMO said. The CM said 
it was a proud moment as Nikhat, who hails from 
Nizamabad district of Telangana, stood as the world 
boxing champion.  Indian boxer Nikhat registered a 
dominating 5-0 victory in the final. Living up to the 
expectations, Nikhat thrashed Thailand's Jitpong 
Jutamas without breaking a sweat in the 52kg final with 
judges scoring the bout 30-27, 29-28, 29-28, 30-27, 29-
28 in the Indian`s favour. The Nizamabad (Telangana)-
born boxer became the only fifth Indian woman to 
secure a gold medal at the World Boxing 
Championships after record six-time champion Mary 
Kom (2002, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2018), Sarita 
Devi (2006), Jenny RL (2006) and Lekha KC (2006).   
It was also India's first gold medal since boxing great 
Mary Kom won it in 2018. With Manisha (57kg) and 
Parveen (63kg) signing off with bronze medals after 
their semi-finals finish, the Indian contingent 
concluded its campaign with three medals at the 
world`s biggest boxing event, which witnessed 
exciting competition in presence of record 310 boxers 
from 73 countries and also marked the 20th 
anniversary of the Women's World Championships.

Domestic Help, Thrashed By Delhi Couple, Found In Pool Of Urine: Report

Covid-19 fourth wave: India logs 
2,259 new cases, active cases dip 
to 15,044

New Delhi: The All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) Delhi on Thursday 
removed the user charges for 
all diagnostic procedures 
such as blood tests and X-rays 
that cost up to Rs 300, 
according to an official order. 
However, to recover the 
foregone revenue on the 
count, the rates of rooms in 
the private wards have been 
revised, officials said. "The 
undersigned is directed to 
notify that President, AIIMS 
is pleased to approve the 
abolition of user charges for 
a l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
laboratory charges currently 
costing up to Rs 300 per 
procedure in AIIMS hospital 
and  a l l  c en t r e s ,  w i th  
immediate effect," the order 
issued by AIIMS Medical 
Superintendent Dr D K 
Sharma said.

According to another order, the 
charges for the A-Class or 
deluxe rooms in the private 
wards have been doubled 
from Rs 3,000 to Rs 6,000, 
while the rate of the B-Class 
or ordinary rooms has been 
revised from Rs 2,000 to Rs 
3,000. According to the order, 
the dietary changes have been 
increased from Rs 200 to Rs 
300 per day. The 10-day 
advance deposit for the 
patients of the A-Class rooms 
will be Rs 63,000 and for the 
B-Class rooms, it will be Rs 
33,000. The revised charges 
will be applicable from June 
1.

Hand Can Be Considered A 

Weapon If...: Supreme Court

Saint Vincent renames 'Calder 
Road' to ‘India Bharat-Drive 
Marg’, details here
New Delhi: The name of the Carrabian nation Siant 

Vincent’s ‘Calder Road’ has been renamed to ‘India 
Bharat-Drive Marg’ on Thursday in India’s honour 
during President Ram Nath Kovind’s visit. The 
renaming ceremony took place on May 19 in 
Kingstown in the presence of Saint Vincent's Prime 
Minister  Ralph E Gonsalves and people from the 
Indian diaspora, reported ANI.

President Ram Nath Kovind, who is on a four-day visit to 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG) thanked the 
PM Gonsalves for the gesture and said, “our 
developmental partnership with Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines is based on the spirit of universal 
brotherhood.” “I would also urge all of you to connect 
with the new India, its immense journey & rapid 
economic growth,” he added. Addressing the 
parliament of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG), 
the President said, "India has always stood by its SVG`s 
people during the COVID pandemic as well. In order to 
show solidarity with the SVG, we shipped the life-
saving drugs at the start of the COVID pandemic. India 
had also sent made in India COVID vaccine last year.

 The President mentioned the various projects that 
involve the communities of SVG. He also noted that all 
the development projects are either completed or are at 
an advanced stage of completion. Referring to the 
global challenges, he said, "This globalised world order 
also brought its own set of challenges like climate 
challenge, political conflicts threatening international 
peace and security, cross border terrorism and supply 
chain disruption."The President also shared his opinion 
on global challenges and believes that multilateralism 
is one of the solutions. President Ram Nath Kovind 
arrived here in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on 
Thursday as he began the second leg of his two-nation 
tour of the Caribbean to discuss the entire gamut of the 
multifaceted relationship between India and this island 
nation.

Weather Update: No relief for North India 
from heatwave yet- check IMD's forecast here

NEW DELHI: India recorded 2,259 new Covid-19 
cases taking the total tally of coronavirus infections to 
4,31,31,822, while the active virus cases declined to 
15,044, according to the Union Health Ministry data 
updated on Friday. Today’s virus tally is slightly lower 
than that of yesterday. A decline of over 350 cases has 
been observed in the active caseload in the span of the 
last 24 hours. The death toll climbed to 5,24,323 with 
20 fresh fatalities, the data updated at 8 am stated. The 
20 new fatalities include 17 from Kerala and two from 
Uttar Pradesh and one from Delhi. The active cases 
comprise 0.03 per cent of the total infections, while the 
national COVID-19 recovery rate was 98.75 per cent, 
the ministry said.

The daily positivity rate was recorded at 0.50 per cent 
and the weekly positivity rate at 0.53 per cent, 
according to the ministry. The number of people who 
have recuperated from the disease surged to 
4,25,92,455, while the case fatality rate was recorded at 
1.22 per cent. The cumulative doses administered in 
the country so far under the nationwide COVID-19 
vaccination drive have exceeded 191.96 crores.   
India's COVID-19 tally had crossed the 20-lakh mark 
on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on August 23, 40 lakh on 
September 5 and 50 lakh on September 16. It went past 
60 lakh on September 28, 70 lakh on October 11, 
crossed 80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on November 
20 and surpassed the one-crore mark on December 19. 
The country crossed the grim milestone of two crores 
on May 4 and three crores on June 23 last year. A total 
of 5,24,323 deaths have been reported so far in the 
country including 1,47,856 from Maharashtra, 69,457 
from Kerala, and 40,106 from Karnataka, 38,025 from 
Tamil Nadu, 26,199 from Delhi, 23,516 from Uttar 
Pradesh and 21,203 from West Bengal.

Nikhat Zareen's success will 
motivate girls to realise their 
dreams: President Kovind, PM 
Modi hail boxer

NEWS BOX

NEW DELHI: 

predicted that the mercury will rise to 45-
degree Celsius mark by Friday and has 
issued a “yellow” alert warning of a 
heatwave in parts of Punjab on Friday.

Rajasthan weather Heatwave conditions 
continued in most parts of Rajasthan on 
Thursday with many places registering 
temperatures above 45 degrees Celsius, 
the meteorological department said 
adding that the condition is likely to 
remain the same for the next 24 hours. 
Barmer and Dholpur were recorded as the 
hottest places in the state, recording over 

normal at 28.2 degrees Celsius, according 47 degrees Celsius temperatures. Sangria in 
to the India Meteorological Department While southern India receives Hanumangarh district recorded the 

(IMD). The weather office has predicted a moderate to light showers, Northern India maximum temperature of 46.8 degrees 
partly cloudy sky with the possibility of might have to wait for relief from the Celsius, followed by Churu at 46.6 degrees 
development of thunder and lightning while scorching heat as it is likely to continue Celsius, Karauli and Pilani each 46.5 
the maximum temperature in the capital is witnessing the heatwaves conditions with degrees Celsius, Ganganagar at 46.2 degrees 
likely to soar to 44 degrees celsius at the temperatures to stand between 42-44 degrees Celsius, Nagaur at 46.1 degrees Celsius, 
Safdarjung Observatory, the IMD said. Celsius. However, slight relief is possible Bikaner at and Jaisalmer each 46 degrees 
Delhi had recorded a maximum temperature after this brief spell of a heatwave after May Celsius, Baran 45.9 degrees Celsius, Jaipur 
of 45.6 degrees Celsius, the highest this year 20, said India Meteorological Department on 45.5 degrees Celsius. Uttar Pradesh weather 
so far, on Sunday. The relative humidity at Friday. As per the IMD’s latest update, “A conditions Banda in Uttar Pradesh on 
8.30 am was recorded at 58 per cent, the brief fresh spell of heatwave conditions Wednesday recorded a temperature of 46.2 
weather office said. The city air quality was likely over Northwest & Central India during degrees Celsius, the highest in the country as 
recorded in the moderate category. The AQI 19th to 20th May and abatement thereafter per IMD adding that a heatwave is likely to 
was 206 at 9:03 am, according to the data due to wet Wet spell over Northwest India prevail till May 20. At 45.4 degrees Celsius, 
from SAFAR-India Air Quality Service. Hot during 22nd to 24th May 2022. Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh saw the second-
weather conditions persisted in Haryana and highest maximum temperature across India, Meanwhile, Delhiites on Friday woke up again 
Punjab with maximum temperatures while Prayagraj in the same state registered to a warm morning with the minimum 
hovering above normal limits. IMD 45.2°C.temperature settling two notches above 

New Delhi: A 48-year-old woman, who the patient was brought to casualty with own urine and saw that she couldn't move. 
worked as a house help, was allegedly alleged history of physical assault by her She wasn't unwell, they had beaten her up," 
thrashed by her employers who also employers." The police reached the hospital the owner of the placement agency told 
chopped off her hair in West Delhi's Rajouri and recorded Rajni's statement in which she news agency Press Trust of India. "I took her 
Garden, police said on Thursday. The alleged that her employer, Abhineet and his to the hospital where she told me that the 
incident took place on Sunday, they said. wife assaulted her and also chopped off her couple would assault her regularly. On 

hair. A case under sections of voluntarily Sunday, the couple dragged her out of her According to police, the victim - Rajni - is 
causing hurt, wrongful confinement, and room and chopped off her hair. She had from Siliguri in West Bengal and worked as 
assault has been registered, the DCP said, injuries all over her body," he added. "The a domestic help in Delhi. She is currently 
adding efforts are being made to nab the medical  examination report  from undergoing treatment and her family in 
accused couple. According to her placement Safdarjung Hospital stated that the woman Siliguri has been informed. The woman was 
agency, they received a call late on Sunday suffered "physical assault", "head trauma being paid ? 7,000 per month by the accused 
evening from the employers stating that and was "vomiting". She also had injuries on couple. Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Rajni had fallen sick and should be taken her eyes, face, limbs, abdomen along with (West) Ghanshyam Bansal said, "An 
home. other body parts," police said. Police said information regarding an MLC (medico-

the woman started working for the couple in legal case) of a lady was received on May 17  "They (couple) dropped her (Rajni) at my 
September last year. from Safdarjung Hospital. As per the MLC, office and left. Later, I found her lying in her 

ZThe minimum temperature in 

Delhi on Friday morning stood at 

28.2 degrees Celsius

ZMaximum temperature in the 

capital is likely to soar to 44 

degrees Celsius

AIIMS DELHI

AIIMS removes user charges 

for medical tests up to Rs 300 

but doubles ward charges
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