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PM Modi to meet new Australian PM Anthony
Albanese on sidelines of Quad summit

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 22: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will meet the newly-
elected Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on the sidelines of
the Quad summit in Tokyo. PM Modi
will be among the few world leaders to
interact with the new Australian PM
within days of the general elections in
that countr y. “The newly-elected
Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese will be joining the Quad
Leaders’ Summit for the first time. I
look forward to a bilateral meeting
with him during which the multifac-
eted cooperation between India and
Australia under the Comprehensive
Strategic Par tnership, and regional
and global issues of mutual interest
will be discussed,” PM Modi mentions
in pre-departure statement shared on
Twitter. The next Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong spoke in favour

of further deepening ties with India as
well as strengthening the Quad’s ini-

tiatives in Asia Pacific. In a pre-depar-
ture statement before his Japan visit

from May 23 to 24, PM Modi also men-
tioned that he will have bilaterals with

US President Joe Biden and PM of
Japan Fumio Kishida. In March this

year, PM Modi had hosted Kishida for
the 14th India-Japan Annual Summit
during which Tokyo assured financ-
ingworth $ 39 billion over the next five
years. “During the forthcoming visit, I
will meet with Japanese business lead-
ers with the goal of fur ther strength-
ening economic linkages between our
countries,’’ he said in this context.
During the second in-person Quad
Leaders’ Summit, PM Modi said the
four leaders will review the progress
of Quad initiative as well as exchange
views about developments in the Indo-
Pacific region and global issues of
mutual interest. “I will hold a bilateral
meeting with President Joseph Biden,
where we will discuss further consoli-
dation of our multi-faceted bilateral
relations with the US. We will also con-
tinue our dialogue on regional devel-
opments and contemporar y global
issues,’’ said the pre-departure state-
ment.

Farmers can change
governments, says

Telangana CM KC Rao;
joins hands with Kejriwal

ST Correspondent
Chandigarh, May 22 : The political message is

clear behind the getting together of three non-BJP
Chief Ministers-- Telangana’s K Chandrashekhar Rao,
Delhi’s Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab’s Bhagwant Mann-
on a common platform here to honour two segments of
the society - martyred farmers of the year-long farmers
struggle and the martyrs of Galwan Valley. Not only is
this “union-in-works” challenging the political might of
the ruling BJP at the Centre, but also seeks to cater to
the aspirations of two major “politically sensitive” seg-
ments. Since “nationalism” has been a majority politi-

cal plank of the BJP, these non- BJP CMs today chose
to woo these two segments that resonate with the
“nationalism agenda”. Not only did K Chandrashekhar
Rao (KCR) tell the gathering of families of martyred
farmers and soldiers here this afternoon to launch a
farmers’ agitation across India, demanding a constitu-
tional guarantee for MSP of all their crops, but slogans
against BJP were also raised at the event, as the three
Chief Ministers looked on. Rao told farmers that if they
unitedly fought against the “dictatorial policies of Delhi
sarkar (referring to Centre)” they could overthrow the
Delhi government. “We are with you in this struggle,”
he said, while reminding Punjab farmers that they
were referred to as terrorists and Khalistanis by the
BJP leaders. He also openly challenged the decision of
the Centre, asking for prepaid smart meters be put up
for agriculture consumers. This has also been a sim-
mering issue in Punjab.  Earlier in the day, Rao and
Kejriwal held meeting in Delhi “to discuss federal spir-
it and national politics”, said a message circulated from
the office of the Telangana CM. At the event here
today, Kejriwal too played along with Rao and said that
since the farmers were protesting on the borders of
Delhi, his government was under immense pressure
from the Centre to convert stadiums to jails, and send
the protesting farmers there. “But we withstood this
pressure to side with you,” he told the farmers.
Sources say that this initiative by Telangana’s  KCR
and AAP national convenor Arvind Kejriwal happens to
be just ahead of the elections for the President of India.
AAP does not have any Lok Sabha members (since
Bhagwant Mann resigned, after becoming CM of
Punjab), but has eight members in the Upper House
and two more are to be elected now, taking the total
rally of AAP to 10. Rao, say sources in AAP, is believed
to be trying to build a national consensus on a non-BJP
and non-Congress alternative for the President polls
due in July, and also for the 2024 general elections.

BJP Lok Sabha member 
Arjun Singh rejoins 
Trinamool Congress

Kolkata, May 22: Bringing an end to all speculations
and in another jolt to the BJP, BJP's Barrackpore MP
Arjun Singh rejoined West Bengal's Trinamool Congress
on Sunday evening. He was greeted back into the party by
Trinamool General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee at the
party office at Camac Street in central Kolkata. Other top
Trinamool leaders, MLAs, and ministers from the North
24 Parganas district were present on the occasion. The
development comes as another setback for the BJP
against the backdrop of the West Bengal Panchayat polls
in 2023 and the Lok Sabha polls in 2024, as Singh was an
important pillar in expanding its organisational base in
North 24 Parganas district, especially in the Barrackpore,
area since 2019. Speculations were rife for quite some time
that Singh might come back to Trinamool as he continued
with his salvos against the Union government on the issue

of fixing the price of jute. Recently Singh also became
vocal against the state leadership of BJP claiming that the
latter has become social media-oriented instead of focus-
ing on grassroots level organisation. Union Textiles
Minister Piyush Goyal and BJP's national President J.P.
Nadda even had separate meetings with Singh in New
Delhi to address his grievances. However, as the latest
developments show, those did not prove to be fruitful.
After rejoining, Singh said that he had switched over the
BJP in 2019 after misunderstandings with Trinamool lead-
ership. "But after joining BJP, I faced hurdles in acting
independently as an elected Lok Sabha member from the
state. I tried hard to settle the jute price issue and there too
I faced hurdles. So, I decided to join back...," he said.
Asked whether he would resign as a Lok Sabha member
on moral grounds, Singh said that currently there are two
Lok Sabha members from Bengal, who are officially
Trinamool MPs, but are actually with the BJP.
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Karti case: CBI arrests close
associate S Bhaskararaman

New Delhi. The CBI on Wednesday arrested S
Bhaskararaman, a close associate of Lok Sabha MP Karti
Chidambaram, in connection with a Rs 50 lakh alleged bribery
case for clearing visas of 263 Chinese nationals working at
Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd in Punjab, officials said. The bribery inci-
dent is reported to have taken place in 2011 when Karti
Chidambaram's father P Chidambaram was the Union home min-
ister. The CBI took Bhaskararaman for questioning late Tuesday
night and he was placed under arrest in the early hours of
Wednesday, the officials said. The agency has alleged that
Bhaskararaman was approached by Vikas Makharia, the then asso-
ciate vice president of Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd (TSPL), for the
reissue of project visas for 263 Chinese workers working at the
Mansa-based power plant which was in the process of being set up.
The CBI FIR, which contains the findings of the investigating offi-
cer who probed the PE, has alleged that Makharia approached
Karti through his "close
associate/front man"
Bhaskararaman, the officials said.
"They devised a back-door way to
defeat the purpose of ceiling (maxi-
mum of project visas permissible to
the company's plant) by granting
permission to reuse 263 project visas
allotted to the said Chinese compa-
ny's officials," they said. Project visas
were a special type of visa introduced
in 2010 for the power and steel sector
for which detailed guidelines were
issued during P Chidambaram's
tenure as the home minister but
there was no provision of reissue of
project visas, the FIR alleged.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
NARGIS D/O YAMIN KHAN R/O
K-224, Nardan Basti, Lal Kuan,
Jait Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110044, declare that name of my
father and my mother has been
wrongly written as MOHD
YAMEEN and SHALMA in my
educational documents and name
of my father has been wrongly
written as YAMEEN in my Birth
Certificate No. MCDOLIR-0112-
005381600. The actual name of
my father and my mother are
YAMIN KHAN and SALMA
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANIL KUMAR S/O ROOP RAM
SINGH residing at B-5, PRATAP
GARDEN, BINDAPUR, UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI-110059  have
changed my name to ANIL
AHLAWAT for all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Nitish Kumar Thappa S/O
Ramesh Kumar Thappa residing
at E-352, 2nd Floor, Greater
Kailash Part 2, New Delhi, 110048
have changed my name to Nitish
Thappa for all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Monish Khan S/o Mohd Iliyas
R/o House No.O-57/1, Gali
Number 17, Brahmpuri, Garhi
Mendu, Delhi-110053 have
changed my name to Monish.

NAME CHANGE
I, Virender s/o Rajender Kumar
Meena R/o C2/154 Madangiri,
Sec-04 Dr Ambedkar Nagar
South Delhi, Delhi-110062 have
changed my name to Virender
Meena for all Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MONIKA
SHARMA D/O RAM SEWAK
SHARMA W/O DIVIJ UPADHYAY
R/O A2/167, A-2 BLOCK,
JANAKPURI, WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110058 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as MONIKA UPADHYAY.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SWARLEEN
SAHNI Alias JASMINE KAUR D/O
NIRMAL SINGH SAHNI W/O JAS-
JEET SINGH R/O E-37, House
No.-1, Rajouri Garden, West Delhi,
Delhi-110027 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as JASMINE KAUR.

NAME CHANGE
I, MITLESH DEVI W/o JC-
289415L SUB SATYA NARAIN
SINGH R/o VILL-KUNWAR, PO-
RAJGARH, TEH-GOLA BAZAR,
DISTT-GAURAKHPUR, UTTAR
PRADESH-273411, have
changed my name from
MITLESH DEVI to MITHLESH
SINGH for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 21/05/2022 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AKSHATHA
NISHIT SHARMA Alias
AKSHATHA SHARMA Alias
PRABHU AKSHATHA DIVAKAR
D/O PALADKA DIVAKAR PRAB-
HU W/O NISHIT SHARMA R/O
C-8/8420,VASANT KUNJ,
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110070
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
AKSHATHA PRABHU.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ram Ratan Sharma  S/o Latar
Sharma R/o Champasari, Kalkut,
Pradhan Nagar, Darjeeling -
734003, have changed my name to
Ram Ras Sharma for all purpose



STATE

about it," he said. The state police chief Guwahati: The mob attack on a police 
then went on to talk about the attack on the station in Assam yesterday, allegedly 
police station. "Some local bad elements over a custodial death, was not an 
took law onto their own hands and burnt "action-reaction incident" but was 
down the thana. These bad elements came carried out by criminals to destroy case 
in all forms women, men, young and old. records, state police chief Bhaskar Jyoti 
But the preparedness with which they Mahanta said today.
came, the ferocious & organised attack The police chief's statement came a day 
they staged on police force has made us after a mob set fire to Batadrava Police 
think deeper," he said. We don't think these Station in Nagaon district. Those in the 
are grieving relatives of the dead, but as we mob alleged that policemen killed 
have identified, they were bad characters Safikul Islam, a 39-year-old fish seller, 
and their relatives with criminal records- after he was unable to pay a bribe. Three 
RECORDS that were there within the policemen were injured in the violence. 
thana. Proof, incrementing evidences- all 21 people have been taken into custody 

he complained of sickness and he was taken to burnt down," the police chief wrote, so far in this connection. In a social 
two hospitals, one after another. Unfortunately adding, "So don't think this is a simple action-media post, Mr Mahanta said Islam was brought 
he was declared dead," Mr Mahanta wrote. He reaction incident. There much more to it." He to the police station after police received a 
stressed that the Assam police takes this death then assured the people of the state that while no complaint of public drinking. "He was in fact 
"very seriously" and has suspended the officer police personnel found guilty will be spared, lying on a public road before he was brought in. 
in charge of the police station. "If there is any the force will crack down on elements "who He was booked after medical check up. The next 

complaint expresses suspicion that Hajela Guwahati. The Assam coordinator for the 
had from the outset had the “intention to do National Register of Citizens, Hitesh Dev 
the above acts which constitute serious Sarma, has complained to the state CID 
criminal offence besides endangering seeking an inquiry against his predecessor 
national security”. Hajela had earlier too been Prateek Hajela and around 200 other officials 
accused of facilitating the inclusion of and data entry operators for “facilitating” the 
foreigners in the register or tampering with inclusion of ineligible people in the updated 
data during the update exercise. APW, whose register. Sarma’s complaint says he suspects 
petition in the Supreme Court had led to the Hajela of “intentionally” avoiding a 
NRC update, had complained to the CID “mandatory” quality check by “ordering use of 
against Hajela and his close associates last a software which prevented” such a check and 
June, alleging widespread manipulation, facilitating the inclusion of foreigners in the 
including elementary data entry fraud, to NRC. It adds that this can be “seen as an anti-

which came on the orders of the Supreme Court include illegal migrants. “We welcome the national act affecting the national security”. 
which had monitored the update of the 1951 NRC coordinator’s complaint though it should alls and WhatsApp messages to Hajela’s number 
register, held to weed out foreigners staying have been done (soon) after the publication of went unanswered. Sarma lodged his six-page 
illegally in Assam. Hajela used to report the NRC in August 2019,” APW president complaint on May 19 with the superintendent of 
directly to the apex court. The updated NRC, Abhijeet Sharma told this newspaper.police (CID) in Guwahati, requesting the 
published on August 31, 2019, had excluded “The NRC coordinator has highlighted the registration of cases under Indian Penal Code 
1,906,657 (19 lakh) of the 33,027,661 (3.3 anomalies we had highlighted. It vindicates our Sections 120B, 166A, 167, 181, 218, 420, 466 
crore) applicants. Several organisations, stand against the former coordinator.” He said and 24 against Hajela and the others. These 
including the NGO Assam Public Works the APW had so far filed eight complaints -- to sections deal with, among others, criminal 
(APW) and the state’s BJP-led government, had the CBI, CID, and others -- against Hajela. “Of conspiracy,  cheating,  public servant 
expressed concern that the register included the these, four deal with illegal inclusions and the intentionally disobeying the law, public servant 
names of many illegal immigrants. Those left rest with financial misappropriation. But there framing an incorrect document, giving false 
out of the NRC can appeal before the has been no apparent movement in connection statement on oath and public servant framing an 
foreigners’ tribunals with the required with our complaints,” Sharma said. The incorrect record to save someone. An official of 
documents, but this process has not started yet. Registrar General of India, which is yet to the CID, which is a branch of the Assam police, 
Sarma’s complaint also expresses suspicion notify the 2019 NRC, had notified the register confirmed the receipt of the complaint when 
that Hajela wilfully avoided re-verification of update in December 2013 and the exercise asked whether any case had been registered. 
those marked as “Originally Inhabitant of began in 2014. Submission of applications Sarma assumed charge of his present post in 
Assam” as a whole “to facilitate entry” of began in March 2015. The cut-off date for the November 2019 after Hajela was transferred to 
ineligible people in the register. It calls this “not register update was March 24, 1971 -- the Madhya Pradesh. Sarma had earlier served 
only a dereliction of duty but an act of treason deadline mentioned in the 1985 Assam Accord under Hajela as the NRC executive director 
for doing such an activity which is likely to for the detection and deportation of foreigners, from 2014 to February 2017. Hajela was NRC 
threaten the national security”. Sarma’s mainly Bangladeshis.coordinator from end-2013 till his transfer, 

Sessions court dismisses anticipatory bail plea of George

Massive Air Force Rescue Ops In Assam After Hu

Jammu tunnel collap
Death toll rises to n

New Delhi. India logged 2,226 new coronavirus infections taking the
COVID-19 cases to 4,31,36,371, while the active cases dipped to 14,9
to the Union Health Ministry data updated on Sunday. The death to
5,24,413 with 65 fresh fatalities, the data updated at 8 am stated.

The active cases comprise 0.03 per cent of the total infections, whil
COVID-19 recovery rate was recorded at 98.75 per cent, the min
decrease of 41 cases has been recorded in the active COVID-19 caselo
24 hours. The daily positivity rate was recorded at 0.50 per cent an
positivity rate at 0.50 per cent, according to the ministry. The number 
have recuperated from the disease surged to 4,25,97,003 while the ca
was recorded at 1.22 per cent. The cumulative doses administered in t
far under the nationwide COVID-19 vaccination drive has exceeded 19

India’s COVID-19 tally had crossed the 20-lakh mark on August 7, 202
August 23, 40 lakh on September 5 and 50 lakh on September 16. It we
on September 28, 70 lakh on October 11, crossed 80 lakh on October 
November 20 and surpassed the one-crore mark on December 19
crossed the grim milestone of two crore on May 4 and three crore o
year. The 65 new fatalities include 63 from Kerala and one each from D
Pradesh. The ministry stressed that more than 70 per cent of the deaths
to comorbidities. “Our figures are being reconciled with the India
Medical Research,” the ministry said on its website, adding th
distribution of figures is subject to further verification and reconciliatio

Criminals Attacked Police Station To 
Burn Records, Says Assam Top Cop

India records 2,226 new Covi
cases; active infections dip to 1

Rescuers on Saturday recovered eight more bodies of trapped workers,
four missing labourers from Bengal, from the debris of a tunnel tha
Thursday night on the Jammu-Srinagar national highway in Ramban. 
there were bleak chances of survival of the only last remaining tra
The recovery of bodies has taken the toll to nine, of which five are w
Dhupguri block of Jalpaiguri district in Bengal.

Police have lodged an FIR against the construction company for alleged
Relatives and acquaintances of two local missing youths thronged

Saturday in the hope that they would be rescued. Earlier, the officials h
portion of the under-construction adit tunnel of the main T4 tunnel c
after work on the project started.  But on Saturday, Ramban deputy c
Musarrat Islam quoted the National Highway Authority of India (NHA
a landslide had hit the mouth of the adit tunnel to T4.  “As clarified b
informed that there is no tunnel collapse near Khooni Nallah. A slid
the mouth of the adit tunnel to T4 on Thursday night under whic
component of concessionaire company was working. Operation cont
tweeted. Islam said they were in touch with the Bengal government. 
the rescue operation was resumed early on Saturday to find out the
labourers. The operation was suspended on Friday night after a landsli
around 5pm.  Ramban SSP Mohita Sharma said they had recovered ni
one worker was still believed to be trapped in the rubble. “We are stru
out the body of the last remaining trapped worker who is believed to
the spot,” an official said. “The operation was very challenging a
infamous for landslides and shooting stones. The rescuers had a mirac
when a landslide hit the spot on Friday afternoon because of which 
could resume only today (Saturday).” Those trapped inside the 
identified as Jadav Roy, Gautam Roy, Dipak Roy and Parimal Roy 
Shiva Chouhan from Assam, Navaraj Chaudhary and Kushi Ram Ch
Nepal and Mohammad Muzaffar and Mohammad Ishrat, residen
district in Ramban.

Guwahati (Assam): Indian Air Force on Sunday continued its relief ef
affected areas of Assam with the help of airlift rescue teams (choppers
relief materials to the people.

"#FloodReliefInAssam Efforts are continuing to evacuate citizens and
teams and relief material to areas cut off due to floods in Assam. #IAF
its transport aircraft and helicopters for the task," IAF tweeted. The 
An-32 transport aircraft, two Mi-17 helicopters, a Chinook helicopt
Dhruv and evacuated 119 passengers stranded at Ditokchera railway s
help of Mi-17 helicopters on Saturday. It had positioned 20 NDRF pe
flood-affected areas while working closely with the National Disa
Force (NDRF) and the state government. A total of 24,749 stranded
been rescued with the help of the Indian Army, State Disaster Re
(SDRF), NDRF and volunteers. As per the NDRF Inspector Mahip
teams deployed for the rescue operation have rescued 500 people fr
affected villages of the Hojai district. Many did not want to leave thei
took relief and ration materials to them at their homes," Mourya added
reports of the Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDM
camps and 519 relief distribution centres are opened in all affected ar
total of 92,124 inmates are currently staying in the camps. The ASDM
suggested that a total of 8,39,691 people from 3,246 villages in 32 distr
affected by the flood, of which six have been affected by landslides in 
the data, there has been a loss of 14 human lives (9 in Flood and 5 in La
first phase of the flood and 100,732.43 hectares of cropland have also
by the natural calamity in the state. Meanwhile, the India M

Bangalore. A sessions court in Kerala’s Pamba to Sabarimala (hill shrine),” George had need to check who abetted and invited him,” he 
Ernakulam on Saturday dismissed an said. Thiruvananthapuram police had arrested said, citing the last-minute invitation extended 
anticipatory bail plea in a hate speech case filed George on May 1 in a similar case of hate speech to George to address the temple gathering. “In 
by senior politician and BJP ally P.C. George, before a magistrate granted him conditional our objection (to the anticipatory bail plea) we 
who had been arrested and released a few days ba i l ,  r es t ra in ing  h im f rom making  had pointed out that he was invited at the last 
ago in a similar case in Thiruvananthapuram on inflammatory comments and influencing minute although he did not figure in the 
the condition that he would not make witnesses.While Saturday’s rejection of brochure (for the event) and that the organisers 
inflammatory comments. Ernakulam police anticipatory bail paves the way for George’s already knew about his other case,” the police 
had booked him for hate speech on May 10, two arrest, Ernakulam police commissioner C.H. commissioner said. The accused politician’s 
days after he made the offensive remarks Nagaraju told reporters that they would rather son, Shaun George, said his father would move 
against the minority community while wait for the outcome of the prosecution plea to Kerala High Court on Monday seeking 
addressing a gathering in connection with a cance l  the  po l i t i c ian’s  ba i l  in  the  anticipatory bail in the Ernakulam case. “The 
temple festival in Vennala.  The case was Thiruvananthapuram hate speech case.  “We are police took it out of context by quoting a short 
registered under IPC Section 153A (promoting waiting for the court order on the prosecution video clip from a 34-minute speech to book my 
enmity between different groups of people) and plea to cancel his bail,” the officer said, father. I am sure we will get justice from the 
295A (deliberate and malicious acts intended to referring to the order set to be pronounced on high court,” he said. The Thiruvananthapuram 
outrage religious feelings). Monday. The prosecution had approached the police had filed a case against George Sr over 

T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  c o u r t  s e e k i n g  his remarks at the Ananthapuri Hindu Maha Among the controversial remarks George, leader 
cancellation of George’s bail for flouting the Sammelan, a Sangh parivar event, in the Kerala of the Kerala Janapaksham (Secular) and 
conditions that included refraining from capital.  In a tirade against Muslim traders, former seven-time MLA, made at the temple 
making hate speeches. agaraju said the George had accused them of stealthily adding a gathering was one against subsidy for pilgrims 
investigation in the Ernakulam case would also drug to make their customers from other to Mecca.  “Muslims get subsidy to go to Mecca 
look into a conspiracy angle. “We are religions impotent. “If what I heard is true… but Hindus get fleeced by the KSRTC (Kerala 
considering a conspiracy angle in this case. We they drop something into tea and you.State Road Transport Service) services from 

Assam NRC coordinator lodges complaint against predecessor

The economic costs of demonetisation and G
Expert calls out ‘ostrich-in-the-sand’ attitude of  the government

through larger state spending, unless such avoided any expression of sympathy or Unbridled neo-liberalism, accentuated by 
spending was constrained by a shortage of concern. Why this ostrich-in-the-sand measures like the demonetisation and the 
food or foreign exchange. The earlier regime, attitude?GST, and not the pandemic alone is to be 
thus, could not possibly have had crises blamed for the economic crisis, which comes The crisis is not caused by the BJP 
arising from a general deficiency of amid government apathy and consumer government; though far from alleviating it 
aggregate demand, unrelated to any supply passivity. Prabhat Patnaik, emeritus the government has accentuated it through 
bottlenecks. Crises arising from deficient professor of economics at JNU, dissects the mindless measures like the demonetisation 
demand are specific to neo-liberalism triangular crisis and charts the way forward. and the GST. The crisis in India is part of a 
because it has two distinct features: one, it Excerpts: global crisis that is symptomatic of neo-
shifts income distribution away from the liberalism having reached a cul-de-sac. The India faces a terrible economic crisis. The 
working people towards the rich, thereby reason the crisis took so long in coming unemployment rate is highest since 1947 and 
reducing demand (since the rich consume (after all, growing income inequality and the medium and small industries are gasping. 
less from a rupee transferred to them than the government incapacity to intervene through How would you compare this with earlier 
poor from whom it is transferred); and two, fiscal means, both features of neo-crises? Yes, this crisis is unprecedented in its 
government spending is not allowed to offset liberalism, have been there for a long time) severity. In fact, the unemployment rate is 
this deficiency because the only two ways of was the existence of asset-price “bubbles” in even higher than appears at first sight, 
financing such spending that could offset the US: the “dot-com bubble” in the nineties because the labour-force participation rate 
such deficiency are both disallowed. One is a and the “housing bubble” this century. has also declined as many workers are too 
larger fiscal deficit, but there is a constraint discouraged even to look for work and hence Such “bubbles” are caused by speculation 
upon its size relative to the GDP; and the do not count as unemployed. The present prolonged stagnation? happening in India as well. Swhich raises asset prices way above their 
other is through taxes on the rich which neo-crisis also differs in nature from all previous the “ostrich-in-the-sand” true value; they give people a spurious Because of this prolonged stagnation there is a 
liberalism frowns upon (higher government crises in independent India, as it is a crisis of government is precisely wfeeling of being wealthier, and hence global rise of neo-fascism, which neo-
spending through taxes on the poor does not insufficient aggregate demand, and such Indian and foreign big artificially boost demand. But they liberalism, engulfed in crisis, encourages and 
add to demand, it simply shifts demand from crises are specific to a neo-liberal economy. government defends and invariably collapse. With the collapse of the makes an alliance with, precisely for 
the poor to the government). What is also Earlier, during the dirigiste era, crises interests of big business  — (“housing bubble” the world economy has changing the discourse away from people’s 
unprecedented is the government's apathy. occurred only in periods of food or foreign of wanting to privatise the rsunk into a prolonged stagnation which is livelihood issues towards stoking hatred for 
Not only has it not announced any specific exchange shortage: any deficiency of LIC) at a time when big affecting India as well. What could be the the “other”, typically some hapless minority 
plan or programme to tackle the crisis, it has aggregate demand could be overcome otherwise have been in the eypolitical and social consequences of this linguistic or religious group. This is 
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about it," he said. The state police chief Guwahati: The mob attack on a police 
then went on to talk about the attack on the station in Assam yesterday, allegedly 
police station. "Some local bad elements over a custodial death, was not an 
took law onto their own hands and burnt "action-reaction incident" but was 
down the thana. These bad elements came carried out by criminals to destroy case 
in all forms women, men, young and old. records, state police chief Bhaskar Jyoti 
But the preparedness with which they Mahanta said today.
came, the ferocious & organised attack The police chief's statement came a day 
they staged on police force has made us after a mob set fire to Batadrava Police 
think deeper," he said. We don't think these Station in Nagaon district. Those in the 
are grieving relatives of the dead, but as we mob alleged that policemen killed 
have identified, they were bad characters Safikul Islam, a 39-year-old fish seller, 
and their relatives with criminal records- after he was unable to pay a bribe. Three 
RECORDS that were there within the policemen were injured in the violence. 
thana. Proof, incrementing evidences- all 21 people have been taken into custody 

he complained of sickness and he was taken to burnt down," the police chief wrote, so far in this connection. In a social 
two hospitals, one after another. Unfortunately adding, "So don't think this is a simple action-media post, Mr Mahanta said Islam was brought 
he was declared dead," Mr Mahanta wrote. He reaction incident. There much more to it." He to the police station after police received a 
stressed that the Assam police takes this death then assured the people of the state that while no complaint of public drinking. "He was in fact 
"very seriously" and has suspended the officer police personnel found guilty will be spared, lying on a public road before he was brought in. 
in charge of the police station. "If there is any the force will crack down on elements "who He was booked after medical check up. The next 
foul play at our end, we mean to find that and think that they can escape Indian justice system day he was released and handed over to his wife. 
punish the guilty according to law. No two ways by burning down Police Stations".His wife even gave him some water/food. Later 

complaint expresses suspicion that Hajela Guwahati. The Assam coordinator for the 
had from the outset had the “intention to do National Register of Citizens, Hitesh Dev 
the above acts which constitute serious Sarma, has complained to the state CID 
criminal offence besides endangering seeking an inquiry against his predecessor 
national security”. Hajela had earlier too been Prateek Hajela and around 200 other officials 
accused of facilitating the inclusion of and data entry operators for “facilitating” the 
foreigners in the register or tampering with inclusion of ineligible people in the updated 
data during the update exercise. APW, whose register. Sarma’s complaint says he suspects 
petition in the Supreme Court had led to the Hajela of “intentionally” avoiding a 
NRC update, had complained to the CID “mandatory” quality check by “ordering use of 
against Hajela and his close associates last a software which prevented” such a check and 
June, alleging widespread manipulation, facilitating the inclusion of foreigners in the 
including elementary data entry fraud, to NRC. It adds that this can be “seen as an anti-

which came on the orders of the Supreme Court include illegal migrants. “We welcome the national act affecting the national security”. 
which had monitored the update of the 1951 NRC coordinator’s complaint though it should alls and WhatsApp messages to Hajela’s number 
register, held to weed out foreigners staying have been done (soon) after the publication of went unanswered. Sarma lodged his six-page 
illegally in Assam. Hajela used to report the NRC in August 2019,” APW president complaint on May 19 with the superintendent of 
directly to the apex court. The updated NRC, Abhijeet Sharma told this newspaper.police (CID) in Guwahati, requesting the 
published on August 31, 2019, had excluded “The NRC coordinator has highlighted the registration of cases under Indian Penal Code 
1,906,657 (19 lakh) of the 33,027,661 (3.3 anomalies we had highlighted. It vindicates our Sections 120B, 166A, 167, 181, 218, 420, 466 
crore) applicants. Several organisations, stand against the former coordinator.” He said and 24 against Hajela and the others. These 
including the NGO Assam Public Works the APW had so far filed eight complaints -- to sections deal with, among others, criminal 
(APW) and the state’s BJP-led government, had the CBI, CID, and others -- against Hajela. “Of conspiracy,  cheating,  public servant 
expressed concern that the register included the these, four deal with illegal inclusions and the intentionally disobeying the law, public servant 
names of many illegal immigrants. Those left rest with financial misappropriation. But there framing an incorrect document, giving false 
out of the NRC can appeal before the has been no apparent movement in connection statement on oath and public servant framing an 
foreigners’ tribunals with the required with our complaints,” Sharma said. The incorrect record to save someone. An official of 
documents, but this process has not started yet. Registrar General of India, which is yet to the CID, which is a branch of the Assam police, 
Sarma’s complaint also expresses suspicion notify the 2019 NRC, had notified the register confirmed the receipt of the complaint when 
that Hajela wilfully avoided re-verification of update in December 2013 and the exercise asked whether any case had been registered. 
those marked as “Originally Inhabitant of began in 2014. Submission of applications Sarma assumed charge of his present post in 
Assam” as a whole “to facilitate entry” of began in March 2015. The cut-off date for the November 2019 after Hajela was transferred to 
ineligible people in the register. It calls this “not register update was March 24, 1971 -- the Madhya Pradesh. Sarma had earlier served 
only a dereliction of duty but an act of treason deadline mentioned in the 1985 Assam Accord under Hajela as the NRC executive director 
for doing such an activity which is likely to for the detection and deportation of foreigners, from 2014 to February 2017. Hajela was NRC 
threaten the national security”. Sarma’s mainly Bangladeshis.coordinator from end-2013 till his transfer, 

Sessions court dismisses anticipatory bail plea of George

Massive Air Force Rescue Ops In Assam After Huge Floods

Jammu tunnel collapse: 
Death toll rises to nine

New Delhi. India logged 2,226 new coronavirus infections taking the total tally of 
COVID-19 cases to 4,31,36,371, while the active cases dipped to 14,955, according 
to the Union Health Ministry data updated on Sunday. The death toll climbed to 
5,24,413 with 65 fresh fatalities, the data updated at 8 am stated.

The active cases comprise 0.03 per cent of the total infections, while the national 
COVID-19 recovery rate was recorded at 98.75 per cent, the ministry said. A 
decrease of 41 cases has been recorded in the active COVID-19 caseload in a span of 
24 hours. The daily positivity rate was recorded at 0.50 per cent and the weekly 
positivity rate at 0.50 per cent, according to the ministry. The number of people who 
have recuperated from the disease surged to 4,25,97,003 while the case fatality rate 
was recorded at 1.22 per cent. The cumulative doses administered in the country so 
far under the nationwide COVID-19 vaccination drive has exceeded 192.28 crore.

India’s COVID-19 tally had crossed the 20-lakh mark on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on 
August 23, 40 lakh on September 5 and 50 lakh on September 16. It went past 60 lakh 
on September 28, 70 lakh on October 11, crossed 80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on 
November 20 and surpassed the one-crore mark on December 19. The country 
crossed the grim milestone of two crore on May 4 and three crore on June 23 last 
year. The 65 new fatalities include 63 from Kerala and one each from Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh. The ministry stressed that more than 70 per cent of the deaths occurred due 
to comorbidities. “Our figures are being reconciled with the Indian Council of 
Medical Research,” the ministry said on its website, adding that state-wise 
distribution of figures is subject to further verification and reconciliation.

Criminals Attacked Police Station To 
Burn Records, Says Assam Top Cop

India records 2,226 new Covid-19 
cases; active infections dip to 14,955

Rescuers on Saturday recovered eight more bodies of trapped workers, including the 
four missing labourers from Bengal, from the debris of a tunnel that caved in on 
Thursday night on the Jammu-Srinagar national highway in Ramban. Officials said 
there were bleak chances of survival of the only last remaining trapped worker.   
The recovery of bodies has taken the toll to nine, of which five are workers from 
Dhupguri block of Jalpaiguri district in Bengal.

Police have lodged an FIR against the construction company for alleged negligence.   
Relatives and acquaintances of two local missing youths thronged the spot on 

Saturday in the hope that they would be rescued. Earlier, the officials had said that a 
portion of the under-construction adit tunnel of the main T4 tunnel collapsed soon 
after work on the project started.  But on Saturday, Ramban deputy commissioner 
Musarrat Islam quoted the National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) to say that 
a landslide had hit the mouth of the adit tunnel to T4.  “As clarified by NHAI, it is 
informed that there is no tunnel collapse near Khooni Nallah. A slide occurred on 
the mouth of the adit tunnel to T4 on Thursday night under which a labourer 
component of concessionaire company was working. Operation continues,” Islam 
tweeted. Islam said they were in touch with the Bengal government. Officials said 
the rescue operation was resumed early on Saturday to find out the nine missing 
labourers. The operation was suspended on Friday night after a landslide hit the spot 
around 5pm.  Ramban SSP Mohita Sharma said they had recovered nine bodies and 
one worker was still believed to be trapped in the rubble. “We are struggling to find 
out the body of the last remaining trapped worker who is believed to be present at 
the spot,” an official said. “The operation was very challenging as the spot is 
infamous for landslides and shooting stones. The rescuers had a miraculous escape 
when a landslide hit the spot on Friday afternoon because of which the operation 
could resume only today (Saturday).” Those trapped inside the tunnel were 
identified as Jadav Roy, Gautam Roy, Dipak Roy and Parimal Roy from Bengal, 
Shiva Chouhan from Assam, Navaraj Chaudhary and Kushi Ram Chaudhary from 
Nepal and Mohammad Muzaffar and Mohammad Ishrat, residents of Marog 
district in Ramban.

Guwahati (Assam): Indian Air Force on Sunday continued its relief efforts in flood-
affected areas of Assam with the help of airlift rescue teams (choppers) and provided 
relief materials to the people.

"#FloodReliefInAssam Efforts are continuing to evacuate citizens and airlift rescue 
teams and relief material to areas cut off due to floods in Assam. #IAF has deployed 
its transport aircraft and helicopters for the task," IAF tweeted. The IAF deployed 
An-32 transport aircraft, two Mi-17 helicopters, a Chinook helicopter and a ALH 
Dhruv and evacuated 119 passengers stranded at Ditokchera railway station with the 
help of Mi-17 helicopters on Saturday. It had positioned 20 NDRF personnel in the 
flood-affected areas while working closely with the National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) and the state government. A total of 24,749 stranded persons have 
been rescued with the help of the Indian Army, State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), NDRF and volunteers. As per the NDRF Inspector Mahip Mourya, the 
teams deployed for the rescue operation have rescued 500 people from the flood-
affected villages of the Hojai district. Many did not want to leave their homes so we 
took relief and ration materials to them at their homes," Mourya added. According to 
reports of the Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA), 499 relief 
camps and 519 relief distribution centres are opened in all affected areas, in which a 
total of 92,124 inmates are currently staying in the camps. The ASDMA reports also 
suggested that a total of 8,39,691 people from 3,246 villages in 32 districts have been 
affected by the flood, of which six have been affected by landslides in Assam. As per 
the data, there has been a loss of 14 human lives (9 in Flood and 5 in Landslide) in the 
first phase of the flood and 100,732.43 hectares of cropland have also been affected 
by the natural calamity in the state. Meanwhile, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has already predicted a wet spell over Northwest and East India 
from May 21 to May 24 with its peak intensity on Monday (May 23).

Bangalore. A sessions court in Kerala’s Pamba to Sabarimala (hill shrine),” George had need to check who abetted and invited him,” he 
Ernakulam on Saturday dismissed an said. Thiruvananthapuram police had arrested said, citing the last-minute invitation extended 
anticipatory bail plea in a hate speech case filed George on May 1 in a similar case of hate speech to George to address the temple gathering. “In 
by senior politician and BJP ally P.C. George, before a magistrate granted him conditional our objection (to the anticipatory bail plea) we 
who had been arrested and released a few days ba i l ,  r es t ra in ing  h im f rom making  had pointed out that he was invited at the last 
ago in a similar case in Thiruvananthapuram on inflammatory comments and influencing minute although he did not figure in the 
the condition that he would not make witnesses.While Saturday’s rejection of brochure (for the event) and that the organisers 
inflammatory comments. Ernakulam police anticipatory bail paves the way for George’s already knew about his other case,” the police 
had booked him for hate speech on May 10, two arrest, Ernakulam police commissioner C.H. commissioner said. The accused politician’s 
days after he made the offensive remarks Nagaraju told reporters that they would rather son, Shaun George, said his father would move 
against the minority community while wait for the outcome of the prosecution plea to Kerala High Court on Monday seeking 
addressing a gathering in connection with a cance l  the  po l i t i c ian’s  ba i l  in  the  anticipatory bail in the Ernakulam case. “The 
temple festival in Vennala.  The case was Thiruvananthapuram hate speech case.  “We are police took it out of context by quoting a short 
registered under IPC Section 153A (promoting waiting for the court order on the prosecution video clip from a 34-minute speech to book my 
enmity between different groups of people) and plea to cancel his bail,” the officer said, father. I am sure we will get justice from the 
295A (deliberate and malicious acts intended to referring to the order set to be pronounced on high court,” he said. The Thiruvananthapuram 
outrage religious feelings). Monday. The prosecution had approached the police had filed a case against George Sr over 

T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  c o u r t  s e e k i n g  his remarks at the Ananthapuri Hindu Maha Among the controversial remarks George, leader 
cancellation of George’s bail for flouting the Sammelan, a Sangh parivar event, in the Kerala of the Kerala Janapaksham (Secular) and 
conditions that included refraining from capital.  In a tirade against Muslim traders, former seven-time MLA, made at the temple 
making hate speeches. agaraju said the George had accused them of stealthily adding a gathering was one against subsidy for pilgrims 
investigation in the Ernakulam case would also drug to make their customers from other to Mecca.  “Muslims get subsidy to go to Mecca 
look into a conspiracy angle. “We are religions impotent. “If what I heard is true… but Hindus get fleeced by the KSRTC (Kerala 
considering a conspiracy angle in this case. We they drop something into tea and you.State Road Transport Service) services from 

Assam NRC coordinator lodges complaint against predecessor

The economic costs of demonetisation and GST
Expert calls out ‘ostrich-in-the-sand’ attitude of  the government

through larger state spending, unless such avoided any expression of sympathy or Unbridled neo-liberalism, accentuated by 
spending was constrained by a shortage of concern. Why this ostrich-in-the-sand measures like the demonetisation and the 
food or foreign exchange. The earlier regime, attitude?GST, and not the pandemic alone is to be 
thus, could not possibly have had crises blamed for the economic crisis, which comes The crisis is not caused by the BJP 
arising from a general deficiency of amid government apathy and consumer government; though far from alleviating it 
aggregate demand, unrelated to any supply passivity. Prabhat Patnaik, emeritus the government has accentuated it through 
bottlenecks. Crises arising from deficient professor of economics at JNU, dissects the mindless measures like the demonetisation 
demand are specific to neo-liberalism triangular crisis and charts the way forward. and the GST. The crisis in India is part of a 
because it has two distinct features: one, it Excerpts: global crisis that is symptomatic of neo-
shifts income distribution away from the liberalism having reached a cul-de-sac. The India faces a terrible economic crisis. The 
working people towards the rich, thereby reason the crisis took so long in coming unemployment rate is highest since 1947 and 
reducing demand (since the rich consume (after all, growing income inequality and the medium and small industries are gasping. 
less from a rupee transferred to them than the government incapacity to intervene through How would you compare this with earlier 
poor from whom it is transferred); and two, fiscal means, both features of neo-crises? Yes, this crisis is unprecedented in its 
government spending is not allowed to offset liberalism, have been there for a long time) severity. In fact, the unemployment rate is 
this deficiency because the only two ways of was the existence of asset-price “bubbles” in even higher than appears at first sight, 
financing such spending that could offset the US: the “dot-com bubble” in the nineties because the labour-force participation rate 
such deficiency are both disallowed. One is a and the “housing bubble” this century. has also declined as many workers are too 
larger fiscal deficit, but there is a constraint discouraged even to look for work and hence Such “bubbles” are caused by speculation 
upon its size relative to the GDP; and the do not count as unemployed. The present prolonged stagnation? happening in India as well. So, what you call which raises asset prices way above their 
other is through taxes on the rich which neo-crisis also differs in nature from all previous the “ostrich-in-the-sand” attitude of the true value; they give people a spurious Because of this prolonged stagnation there is a 
liberalism frowns upon (higher government crises in independent India, as it is a crisis of government is precisely what appeals to feeling of being wealthier, and hence global rise of neo-fascism, which neo-
spending through taxes on the poor does not insufficient aggregate demand, and such Indian and foreign big business. The artificially boost demand. But they liberalism, engulfed in crisis, encourages and 
add to demand, it simply shifts demand from crises are specific to a neo-liberal economy. government defends and advances the invariably collapse. With the collapse of the makes an alliance with, precisely for 
the poor to the government). What is also Earlier, during the dirigiste era, crises interests of big business  — (even to the point “housing bubble” the world economy has changing the discourse away from people’s 
unprecedented is the government's apathy. occurred only in periods of food or foreign of wanting to privatise the railways and the sunk into a prolonged stagnation which is livelihood issues towards stoking hatred for 
Not only has it not announced any specific exchange shortage: any deficiency of LIC) at a time when big business would affecting India as well. What could be the the “other”, typically some hapless minority 
plan or programme to tackle the crisis, it has aggregate demand could be overcome otherwise have been in the eye.political and social consequences of this linguistic or religious group. This is 
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EDITORIAL 6

Not to be outdone, husbands have their own Husband’s The author of that unforgettable slogan, “Go Corona, go”, 
Day on the third Saturday in April and, to take gender has emerged afresh as a champion of wives. The Union 
equality a step further, there is also a National Couples’ minister of state for social justice, Ramdas Athawale, 
Day in August. That may not turn out to be too popular demanded that a Wife’s Day be earmarked alongside 
in India, because any hint of love tips the aggressive Mother’s Day. This acknowledgment of the many roles 
switch in roaming groups vigilant in the preservation of of a woman from a member of the Establishment is 
‘Indian culture’. But a minister of state is welcoming perfectly thrilling. Recognising the wife means that a 
Wife’s Day, so that may pass muster. Celebrating woman is not just a machine to produce offspring — sons 
women — International Women’s Day, Mother’s Day, would be best — but has a distinct role as partner and 
even Wife’s Day if it comes about — is a neat cover-up beloved. Or was Mr Athawale acknowledging 
in many countries of the blood, sweat, tears and felt something else? He declared that behind every 
violence of women’s lived experience. The contrast ‘successful man’ there is a woman. This is quite a leap 
between celebration and everyday life for women is backwards. Mr Athawale has pulled out of his 
particularly stark in India. The situation is now such metaphorical hat a musty old saying from the times when 
that pro-women laws and oily assertions of the it was scandalous for an ankle to peep out from beneath a 

wife in a difficult career, perhaps, or an unusual adventure. greatness of women, often with a background thrumming flouncy hemline. Not satisfied with the effect, he added 
She will be celebrated as long as she plays second fiddle. with the worship of powerful female deities, can no longer that a wife stands by her husband in both good and adverse 
The old-fashioned notion of the ideal ‘Bhartiya Nari’ — disguise the daily tyranny to which numerous women are times. Rewarding wives with a celebratory day for 
Sita, not Draupadi — sprang fully dressed, like Minerva, subject and the hideous violence they face inside and supporting their successful men is no doubt an aspect of 
from Mr Athawale’s head, only trying to look different. outside the home. A Wife’s Day would be welcome only if social justice.
But the minister’s famed originality did not work here. a wife’s rights, her autonomy and privacy, are Not gender justice though. The ideal wife is always 
Wife Appreciation Day is celebrated in the United States acknowledged and accepted. Mr Athawale was probably ‘behind’, always ‘standing by’ her husband. There is no 
of America since 2006 on the third Sunday of September. not thinking about that.successful woman, no husband expected to support his 

US ready to spend summer travelling

People’s ecologist

forests in India. Some reviewers were enthusiastic pushing back against his ideas I thought excessively I come from a family of scientists, but I shied away from 
about the book, others complained that it was influenced by evolutionary theory, and he challenging my studying science myself. Yet, in a happy irony, it turned 
pervaded by a depressing, even apocalyptic, tone. ideas he thought too dogmatically Marxist. Madhav had out that the most important intellectual collaboration of 
We resolved to write a more constructive follow-up, an abiding concern for social justice and a profound my life was with a scientist, Madhav Gadgil, whose 
which would seek to show Indians how they could scepticism of those in power. His own science had eightieth birthday falls later this month. Born in Pune, 
more effectively reconcile the often conflicting benefited enormously from what he had learnt from Gadgil studied in Bombay, and at Harvard, where he 
imperatives of economic growth and environmental peasants and pastoralists and he sought, therefore, to give took a PhD in ecology and later also taught. In the early 
sustainability. The sequel to This Fissured Land was back as best he could, by working with local communities 1970s, he and his wife, Sulochana (who had a PhD in 
published in 1995 under the title, Ecology and in crafting sustainable models of resource management mathematics from Harvard), decided to forsake the 
Equity: The Use and Abuse of Nature in and by writing widely in the press. While he was not the prestige and comfort of a scientific career in the United 
Contemporary India. These two books have both sort to join dharnas or affix his signature to collective States of America and instead devote themselves to 
been continuously in print since their first petitions, about things he knew and had studied, such as working in India.
publication, and they are also available in an the protection of individual and community rights in Fortunately, their brilliance (and passion) was recognized 
Omnibus Edition published by Oxford University forests and protected areas or the shallowness and by the visionary director of the Indian Institute of 
Press. I won’t therefore summarize their contents (or sycophancy of sarkari officials, he could be as forthright Science, Satish Dhawan, who offered them both 
the range of reactions they have received). However, as the next activist. Madhav Gadgil is now finishing his positions at the Institute’s Bangalore campus. There, 

simmering conflicts between tribals and peasants who I would like to say something about the process of own scientific autobiography, to be published next year, Sulochana helped set up a Centre for Atmospheric 
lived near national parks. Meanwhile, he had developed a collaboration. That Madhav’s name appears first on the which will deal, among other things, with the Sciences while doing landmark work on the monsoon. 
broader interest in forest management and had found, to title page is not merely because Gadgil precedes Guha, comprehensive and prescient report on the Western Ghats Madhav founded a Centre for Ecological Sciences, 
his dismay, that State policies in this sector were deeply alphabetically. The analytical framework of both books is written by a committee of experts chaired by him. This mentoring some fine young scientists along the way. I 
biased in favour of commercial interests and neglectful of largely his; key concepts in the first book, such as made a close and careful delineation of fragile forests and have written elsewhere at length about the arc of Madhav 
the needs of peasants, pastoralists, and artisans. Madhav ‘resource catchment’ and the contrast between ecological steep hillsides which needed to be carefully protected Gadgil’s scientific career (in a chapter of my book, How 
had a strongly developed social conscience, this partly prudence and ecological profligacy, and in the second from mining and other destructive activities and Much Should A Person Consume?). In this column, I wish 
innate and partly inherited (his father was the book, such as the tripartite division among omnivores, advocated greater participation of panchayats and local to write in a more personal vein about Gadgil and what he 
distinguished economist, D.R. Gadgil, a liberal with a ecosystem people and ecological refugees, were coined communities in decision-making. (The report is available has meant to my work. When we first met, in the summer 
serious interest in human rights and an admiration for the and elaborated by Madhav. However, I probably o n l i n e :  s e e  h t t p s : / / w w w . c p p r . i n /  w p -of 1982, he was rapidly moving away from mathematical 
work of B.R. Ambedkar). Now, as he was transitioning contributed my fair share of empirical research. I also content/uploads/2013/03/Gadgilreport.pdf) The Gadgil ecology towards a more field-based approach to his 
from mapping ecological models to studying the real-life took charge of the rewriting, seeking to blend his crisp, Committee’s report was bitterly opposed by the science. He had been studying the behaviour of elephants 
interactions of people with nature, I was myself economical style with my more effusive and exuberant contractor-politician-bureaucrat nexus, but welcomed by in the Bandipur National Park and had come to the Forest 
abandoning field-work for historical research. In mode of narration. a wide cross-section of the public. Had it been Research Institute in Dehradun to speak on his research. 
Dehradun and Delhi, I had found a rich vein of records on implemented, the floods that have ravaged states such as When one worked with Madhav, one learnt new things all As it turned out, my father worked in the FRI, and I had 
colonial forestry, these unaccountably ignored by Kerala, Karnataka and Goa in recent years might have the time. These were not just scholarly or scientific, but returned home from Calcutta (where I was doing my 
historians. As I told Madhav excitedly about my findings been mitigated or prevented. I have known Madhav also institutional and professional. I had come from doing doctorate) for the summer vacations. I attended the 
in the archives and he told me in a more restrained fashion Gadgil for forty years, or exactly half his life. I thus have a PhD in Calcutta where the intellectual culture was then visiting professor’s talk, and afterwards was introduced 
about his field-research, we realized that if we pooled our many memories of my friend and colleague — in his notoriously feudal, with the Marxist professors being the to him. When I told him I was beginning research on the 
resources and our interests, we might be able to produce home or mine, in the dining hall of the Indian Institute of most feudal of all. One had to refer to a scholar even a Chipko movement, he called me over to the FRI Guest 
something together which neither of us could do on our Science, in seminars in different cities, on bus or train mere month older than you as ‘dada’, and one was taught House, where we had the first of our countless 
own. journeys we took together. If I have to single out one not to question the word of academic seniors. On the other conversations, these held variously in Bangalore, Delhi, 

memory, it must be about his beloved Western Ghats. In the year 1992, Madhav Gadgil and I published This hand, I called Madhav by his first name (although he was Calcutta, Kochi, Dharwad, Pune, and at different field 
Among the people Madhav most respected was a Jesuit Fissured Land: An Ecological History of India. That book a full sixteen years older than me); more importantly, we locations in the Western Ghats. In his studies of animal 
priest, the late Father Cecil J. presented a longue durée history of the use and abuse of worked and argued as intellectual equals, with me ecology, Madhav Gadgil had come face to face with the 

With summer already here, people in the United 
States of America can now enjoy travelling 
freely for the first time since the relaxation of 
Covid-19 restrictions. According to research by 
the travel management company, Vacasa, 
Americans are planning to visit waterfront 
destinations or national parks this year. Kauai, 
Hawaii, and Whistler in British Columbia top 
the list. Airbnb also released a report based on 
the places people are booking homes and 
rentals. Long-term bookings are at their peak 
with more than half of the bookings being for 
over a oneweek period. The company found 
that people are seeking out unique places, such 
as castles, domes and farms, and are opting for 
special destinations more than ever before. 
Among overseas vacation spots, Venice (Italy) 
topped the list followed by Nassau (Bahamas) 
and Capri (Italy).  The popular vacation rental 
website has also released its strict anti-party 
policy for the Memorial Day weekend. Guests 
without a positive review will not be allowed to 
book an overnight stay during this time. The 
rule will apply to the 4th of July weekend as 
well.  Expedia is calling 2022 the year of the 
GOAT, or the “greatest of all trips”, as many 
feel that they have lost two years to the 
pandemic. Whether one is planning to party, or 
just wants to stay put at home, the sentiment is 
understandable and felt by everyone. 

This year, Mother’s Day, celebrated on May 8, 
was a combination of celebration and protest as 
a leaked draft document of the Supreme Court 
indicated that it could possibly overturn the 
landmark judgment, Roe vs Wade, that protects 
a woman’s right to abortion in the US. Many 
organisations urged people to go on a strike on robes to celebrate with their peers. But this year, students California. The mayor, Eric Adams, noted how anti-Asian 
Mother’s Day. People compared it to a strike that took of Wiley College in east Texas were in for a surprise hate crimes went up by over 300% in NYC just last year 
place in Iceland in 1975 where women protested on the during their commencement ceremony. Students were alone following the rise in Covid19 cases.  The parade 
roads and decided not to cook, clean and look after informed that an anonymous donor had paid off all their was celebrated by around 1,000 people who marched, 
children for a day.  While conversations on the college debt. The college said that the estimated total debt danced and sang in traditional costumes. It featured 17 
implications of the court’s possible decision still is about $300,000. Wiley is a Historically Black College floats and included more than 150 groups. The organisers, 
continue, others celebrated the occasion in the best way in the US, an accreditation given to a higher education Better Chinatown USA, have been trying to host this 
possible. Michelle Obama announced that she would be institution that focuses on the education of Black parade for years and finally received approval. The AAPI 
naming a new exhibit at the Obama Presidential Center Americans. These institutions were founded before 1964 parade took place the day after the Japanese parade, 
after her mother, Marian Robinson. Unlike the usual (Civil Rights Act). “We are constantly communicating which, too, was the city’s first-ever celebration of 
discounts and freebies, there were some unique gestures with donors to assist students in these ways so that they Japanese culture and heritage.
by several brands. Mother’s Day can be associated with can begin their after-college experience with less debt,” Cinco De Mayo is celebrated in May as well, which marks 
anxiety and grief for some people. Thus, Etsy and Aesop said Herman J. Felton Jr., Wiley’s president and CEO.  Mexico’s victory over France on May 5, 1862. 
sent out an email to everyone with the option to opt-out of Student debt is a significant issue in America, with Celebrations in the US, where the holiday is more popular 
Mother’s Day promotional messaging. Holidays like students of colour owing more in debt than Caucasians. than in Mexico, are typically marked by tequila and tacos. 
Father’s Day and Valentine’s Day, too, can be similarly Many lawmakers have been urging the president to It is often mistaken by Americans to be Mexico’s 
emotionally triggering.   According to the National Retail forgive student debt which currently stands at $1.75 Independence Day. In Mexico, the occasion is actually 
Federation, most people in America celebrate Mother’s trillion.  New York City hosted its first Asian American treated like a regular day. The president, Joe Biden, and 
Day and spend about $245. The most popular gift for this and Pacific Islander Cultural and Heritage Parade last the first lady, Jill Biden, hosted a reception at the White 
occasion is jewellery.  Every year in May, students week. NYC has the second-highest Asian American and House Rose Garden with the first lady of Mexico, Beatriz 
graduate from college and gather in their institution’s Pacific Islander population in the country behind Gutierrez Muller, in attendance.

Celebrating wives on a special day seems progressive, till the virtues of  the Indian wife are described

AMERICAN DIARIES: Mixed emotions on Mother’s Day

Letters to the The dangers of beauty 
enhancing medical procedures

Sir — Regressive beauty standards have taken many 
lives. A 21-year-old Kannada television actress, 
Chethana Raj, recently passed away owing to 
alleged complications after she underwent a 
liposuction procedure. She was healthy and had 
no medical need for this surgery. It is true that 
excessive body weight is associated with diseases, 
such as diabetes, hypertension and sleep apnea. In 
many cases, surgical intervention may be 
necessary. However, medical procedures come 
with potential risks. It is foolish to opt for them 
because of aesthetic concerns. People must not 
jeopardize their health.

Sir — The Supreme Court has granted bail to 
Indrani Mukerjea, the prime accused in the 
murder of her daughter, Sheena Bora (“Indrani 
gets bail in Sheena case”, May 19). The bail was 
granted on the grounds that she has already spent 
six-and-ahalf years in prison and her trial will not 
be completed in the near future. The apex court 
was right to take this decision. But the court 
should seek answers from the prosecution for the 
delays in the case. Like Mukerjea, many 
undertrial prisoners are languishing in jail because 
of unnecessary delays in the judicial process. The 
court should also consider the possible release of 
such prisoners.  Sir — Earlier this week, an 
indigenously-developed naval anti-ship missile 
had its successful maiden launch from a helicopter 
at the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur. The test 
was conducted by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation and the Indian navy. 
Increased success in the development of 
weaponry will reduce India’s dependence on other 
nations for the supply of arms. This will not only 
strengthen India’s self-reliance on matters of 
defence but will also help reduce expenditure on 
the import of arms. This will benefit the economy 
in the long run. With cross-border tensions rising 
along multiple fronts, this development will also 
send a strong message to India’s neighbours. Sir 
— The performance of the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam government in Tamil Nadu in the past 
year, under the leadership of M.K. Stalin, has been 
fairly good. Within months of assuming office, 
Stalin ably handled the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the torrential rains that flooded several parts of the 
state. The implementation of innovative schemes 
like Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam — it aims to 
bring healthcare facilities to the doorsteps — and 
free bus rides for women have endeared him to the 
people. Although one year is a short period of time 
to evaluate the performance of any government, it 
seems that the DMK is off to a good start. ir — It is 
shameful that residents of some housing 
complexes have prohibited Muslims and non-
Catholics from buying and renting flats (“Sigh 
society”, May 8). Housing complexes that have a 
majority of upper-caste residents make it difficult 
for Dalit families to live there. LGBTQI+ people, 
single women and non-vegetarians are 
discriminated against as well. It is shameful that 
such vigilantism and moral policing are on the 
rise.  Sir — It is concerning that neem trees across 
Calcutta are getting infected. The disease is yet to 
be identified but it is likely to be a viral or a fungal 
infection. The weather may also have played a 
part. Neem is commercially and ecologically 
important. These trees must be saved. Sukhendu 
Bhattacharjee, Hooghly.

Angel in the house: on demand for Wife's Day

The scientist, Madhav Gadgil, turns 80 this month
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Cookbooks

Foods

Two quick ways to cook corn

Hot corn tastes great in the monsoon. Here's how to 
cook with it in these two easy ways...
CORN SALAD
Yield:
Ingredients: Corn kernels - 1 
cup Red bell peppers - 1 tbsp 
Onions and spring onions 
chopped - 1 tbsp each 
Chopped Kairi- ¾ tbsp 
Celery stalk, diced - 1 tbsp 
Che r ry  t oma toes  -  5  
Pineapple diced - 1 tbsp 
Parsley - 1 tsp Cilantro 
leaves - 1 tsp Basil - 3 leaves 
Avocado, diced - ½ each 
Olive oil - 1 tbsp Lemon 
juice - 2 tsp Black salt - to 
taste Tacos - 3 shells
Method: Blanch the corn in 
hot water with salt. Do not 
overcook it. Drain and set 
aside. Now, cut the onions, 
peppers, pineapple, kairi (raw mango), celery and 
avocado. Also dice the cherry tomatoes and add the 
herbs like basil, parsley and cilantro basil to the 

TV shows will never replace 

Cookbooks
There might be a surfeit 

of food shows on TV but 

they will never replace 

the good old cookbooks, 

says chef Milind Sovani, 

who has, in his three-

decade-long career, 

served Bollywood stars 

like Amitabh Bachchan, 

Madhuri Dixit and 

Sanjay Dutt - and 

created awareness 

about Indian cuisine in 

Singapore where he 

worked for 13 years.

"In the time of internet and TV, printed cookery books 
are facing a challenge of existence...but, no, things are 
not all that bad yet. We have to accept the forces of 
change, but still there are many positives in owning 
and using cookery books - and of course writing them 
too," Sovani told us in an e-mail interview.
"Cooking with the help of a cookery book in the 
kitchen is always the best help around. You can keep it 
on your table, you do not require electric connections, 
or WiFi and the like. You can always mark some 
points on them, make earfolds for important pages, 
make small notes on them for your future reference 
and pass them down to the next generation or even 
share them easily with friends," added Sovani, who 
has worked with establishments like New Delhi's 
Hotel Samrat and Hotel Jaipur Ashok.
Then, books are always handy to keep, loan and 
borrow and have good mobility.
This apart, "in a country like India, where internet or 
TV signals are not widely or easily available, books 
can be of great help in any place and location. The 
visual charm of using a cookery book, which is 
attractively and artistically printed with appetizing 
photos, is always a delight. Coffee table books also 
look good on your book shelves," Sovani maintained.
Elaborating on the theme, Sovani said: "While 
cooking using a cookery book, your imagination is 
also at work and you tend to draw from the experience 
and skill of the writer. Books can be handed over from 
one generation to another, especially books rich in 
traditional and regional cooking for newly-wed 
brides. Books are a rich source of history tradition and 
culture too.
"Lastly, but most importantly, I feel cookery books 
are more trusted than the cookery shows on TV or 
internet recipes. As these books are written by experts 
or chefs, they are also considered more authentic and 

accurate too," Sovani explained.
Now, he is penning an autobiography to inspire others 
with his journey.Writing a book on his life has been on the 
mind of the 52-year-old for the last five years, but it was in 
2012 when he returned to India from Singapore that he 
gave it a serious thought.
"I have been working on it for a year and half now. I want 
to share with readers, especially youngsters, about the 
journey of a chef, the hardships faced and the sweet 
success moments. I wish to do this to inspire people and 
also spread awareness among the masses. Recipes... 
anyone can write, but the experiences I have and can share 
are unique," Sovani said.

To be available on stands after six months, the book "will be 
a very good read for everyone".
"It covers stories of my celebrity interactions, glorious 
moments, mega banquets, international experiences, my 
cookery tips, guidance to aspiring chefs and more," he said.
The chef often travels to Singapore as he has his own 
consultancy firm, Hospitality Innovations Pvt Ltd, which 
works for innovations in restaurants and cuisines. He was 
even honored with the 'Culinary Trail Blazer of Singapore' 
award by 'Michelin Star Guide' for his work of 
transforming the image of Indian cuisine from a mundane, 
ordinary five-to-seven-dollar-cuisine to a modern high-end 
one.
Asked how one can popularize Indian food in other 

Gourmet products 
you must use in your 

Don't be scared by the word Gourmet. 
Here we list some fancy ingredients along with easy ways 
to use them at your next party at home.
Vanilla Beans
The sweet aroma of vanilla can live up the most bland dish 
and that hold true even more for toothy desserts. You 
might have tasted vanilla in the form of artificial essences 
and now its turn to upgrade and treat yourself to the real 
deal. Even though a bit expensive vanilla beans can be 
used in desserts such as ice cream or waffle syrup and they 
will make you feel like you've seen heaven! Look for 
whole vanilla beans that are about 6 to 8 inches in length 
for best results. Glossy dark brown in colour and ever so 
slightly moist are the best ones.
Fish Sauce
Just the mention of fish sauce makes 
people rethink altogether. They 
probably imagine their dish soaked in 
fish liquid. The truth being much 
different, first fish sauce should be used 
in mild quantities. It is tangy in nature 
that adds zest to the preparations. Here 
are a few ways to include fish sauce in 
your food:
You can use a spoon of fish sauce in the marinade of a 
large chicken waiting to be grilled. Use a drop or two in 
pastas and salads. Be careful not to use more than required 
as it may ruin your dish. For 
all Thai food lovers, a pinch 
of fish sauce can add a 
punch to your gravy.
Exotic Salts
You cannot even imagine 
any dish without salt. If 
normal salt can add such 
value to your food imagine 
what different gourmet salt 
can take the level of your 
food onto. Gourmet salt is 
mostly used to finish the 
dish and therefore sprinkled 
just before serving the dish. 
Some of the top gourmet 
sal ts  are  Black sal t ,  
Himalayan Pink salt, Sea 
Salt, Kosher Salt and Fleur 
de sel. Here are a few useful 
tips:

kitchenkitchen

countries, he said: "Firstly, you need to be honest with 
your roots and have in-depth knowledge of Indian 
cuisine.
"Secondly, understand the market need of that 
country, the current perceived image of Indian cuisine 
and how you can develop the taste buds of the local 
population towards Indian cuisine. Open Indian 
restaurants which can offer good, healthy and modern 
food."
But, as of now, he has plans of increasing the number 
of branches of his restaurant April Rain, which has 
two outlets in Pune."I plan to take this brand pan-India 
and the next outlet would surely be in Mumbai," said 
the Mumbai-based chef.

vegetables. Season this. Add the lemon juice and olive 
oil. Toss it well and serve it in the shells with herb 
buttered rice on the side.

Corn broth
Yield:
Ingredients: Onions, chopped - 1 
Leeks, chopped - ½ cup Celery, 
chopped - ½ cup Potatoes, diced - 
1 cup Corn kernels - 2 cups Yellow 
peppers, chopped - ½ cup Garlic, 
chopped - 1 tbsp Vegetable stock - 
1 litre Milk - a cup Parlsey - 1 tsp 
Chives - 1 tsp Cream - ¾ cup 
Olive oil - 1 tbsp Butter - to taste
Method: Heat a pan and drizzle 
the butter into it. When it melts 
add some of the oil and the onions, 
chopped potatoes, leeks, celery 
plus the yellow bell peppers and 
corn kernels, taking care not to 
over cook it. Add the garlic and 
saute too. Add the milk and 

vegetable stock. Cook till the vegetables turn soft. Blend 
this and add cream plus the seasoning, as well as the 
chopped herbs. Serve hot with garlic bread.

Flake salts do wonders to salads.
Japanese salts are ideal for fish preparations.

Hawaiian Black Salt makes meat 
even more delectable.
Flavored Vinegars
Well, this ingredient may not be 
considered as gourmet but can 
definitely add X factor that will turn 
an ordinary dish to extraordinary.
Balsamic Vinegar is best for Italian 
preparations. You can also whip it 
along with salad dressings and you're 

good to go.
Wine Vinegar is also a result of fermented wine and does 
wonders to prep up a dish. Use it in sweet and sour 
dishes, pickles and even chutneys.
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Dhanush issues legal notice 

against couple claiming him 

to be their biological son

Dhanush and his father Kasthoori Raja have now sent 
a legal notice to a Madurai-based couple who claimed 
that the South superstar is their biological son, 
reported ANI. Kathiresan and his wife Meenakshi had 
claimed that the actor was their third son who had run 
away from home to enter films, and also sought 
maintenance of Rs 65,000 from him. This case has 
been going on for years.
DHANUSH SENDS LEGAL NOTICE TO 
MADURAI-BASED COUPLE
In the notice, which Dhanush and his father Kasthoori 
Raja sent through their lawyer, Advocate S Haja 
Mohideen Gisthi, they asked the couple to stop 
making "specious" claims regarding Dhanush. "My 
clients hereby call upon you both to desist from 
making false, untenable and defamatory allegations 
against them henceforth. Failing compliance my 
clients will be constrained to approach the competent 
Courts to protect their rights in this regard and to 
prevent you from carrying on and making such false, 
untenable and defamatory allegations against them 
and you both will also be prosecuted for causing 
defamation and consequent loss of their reputation," 
the notice read, reported ANI. Dhanush and his father 
have also asked the couple to issue a press statement 
stating all the allegations made by them are false and 
to apologise for it. If they fail to do so, they will face a 
defamation suit of Rs 10 crore.
ABOUT THE CASE
Kollywood superstar Dhanush, born as Venkatesh 
Prabhu Kasthuri Raja, had argued that he was born to 
Tamil filmmaker Kasthuri Raja and his wife 
Vijayalakshmi. However, Kathiresan and his wife 
Meenakshi filed a case, giving rise to Dhanush 
parentage controversy. The court had earlier 
suggested a DNA test to resolve the issue, but 
Dhanush and his lawyers had declined the suggestion. 
Then, Dhanush was instructed by the court to undergo 
a medical examination to verify his identification 
marks. However, the results of the same proved to be 
inconclusive.

Shilpa Shetty's Viaan Raj son 
turns 10. Actress calls birthday 

boy 'fine gentleman'

Bollywood actress Shilpa Shetty is elated as her son 
Viaan Raj Kundra celebrates his 10th birthday 
today (May 21). On the occasion of his special 
day, the actress took to social media and shared a 
video featuring Viaan's precious memories. 
While sharing the video, Shilpa also penned a 
sweet for her dear son, Viaan Raj. The actress also 
called him a fine gentleman and mentioned that he 
makes her and Raj Kundra proud.

S H I L PA C A L L S  V I A A N  A ' F I N E  
GENTLEMAN'

Sharing a montage of Viaan's photos, Shilpa Shetty 
captioned her Instagram post, "You’re TEN, 
already! How did time fly by so fast? Seeing you 
grow up into this caring, respectful, kind, happy, 
funny, loving, positive, strong, and fine 
gentleman is one of my greatest joys as a mom. 
Here’s to many more tight hugs, slobbery kisses, 
climbing trees, slime fests, MMA sparring, nerf 
gun shoot outs, VFX edits, icecream flavours, 
melting chocolate, crackling sourpops, Dalgona 
cookies, giant candyfloss’s (only on Sunday) and 
much more Happppyyy Birthday mera beta 
Viaan-Raj YOU make mumma and papa sooo 
proud. We love you soooo muchhhh. (sic)."

ON THE WORK FRONT FOR SHILPA
Last year, Shilpa Shetty made a comeback to acting 

with Priyadarshan's Hungama 2. However, the 
film failed to perform and couldn't strike a right 
chord with the masses. Next, the actress will be 
seen in Nikamma with Abhimanyu Dassani and 
Shirley Setia. Nikamma will hit the big screen on 
June 17, 2022.

Mithila Palkar, 
Jaaved Jaaferi

 to share screen space in 
psychological thriller In the Ring

Fans will be excited to know that Mithila Palkar and Jaaved Jaaferi have joined hands for 
a new project. The actors will be seen sharing screen space with Alka Raghuram's film 
In the Ring. It is a psychological thriller, as per ANI reports. More details about the film 
are awaited.

MITHILA, JAAVED TO SHARE SCREEN SPACE
In The Ring is set in the female Muslim boxing community of Khidderpore, Kolkata. It is 

a psychological thriller about Shama, a 17-year-old boxer, who exchanges places with 
her double to fight in the national championship. During this time, she gets framed in 
her aunt's murder. Razia Shabnam is also a part of the project. She is one of the first 
Indian women to become an international boxing referee and coach. In the Film will be 
directed by US-based filmmaker Alka Raghuram. She has previously directed the 
acclaimed documentary Burqa Boxers about Muslim women boxers in Kolkata.

Mi hilt a 

Palkar and Jaaved Jaaferi 

are all set to share screen pace s

now. They will be seen together in a 

psychological thriller titled In 

the Ring.

Deepika Padukone is 'tired with joy' 

at Cannes 2022. Her words, not ours
Deepika Padukone is one of the eight jury 

members at Cannes 2022 and we can’t be 
more proud! The actress, w h o  h a s  b e e n  
wowing fans with her many Cannes looks, 
shared a teeny-weeny glimpse of Cannes 
from her lens. The actress posted a BTS video 
f r o m  t h e  d a y  s h e  inaugurated India 
Pavilion at the 75th C a n n e s  F i l m  
Festival.

C A N N E S  F R O M  D E E P I K A ’ S  
LENS

For Day 2 at Cannes Film Festival, Deepika 
Padukone oozed Boss Lady vibes in a 
black pantsuit .  She represented  the  
country at the India Pavilion with Union Minister for I&B, Youth Affairs & Sports, Anurag 
Thakur. On May 20, Deepika took to Instagram and shared a BTS video from the same day. In 
the video, the actress was heard saying, “It's that tired, with joy.”

WHEN DEEPIKA SAID NO ONE HAD FAITH IN HER
Deepika Padukone represented India as a jury member at the Cannes Film Festival. The actress 

not just spoke about India’s cinematic journey but also spoke about her career graph. She said, 
“When I came to this industry 15 years back, I don’t think anyone had faith in me or my talent 
or my craft. So, 15 years later, to be part a part of the jury and to be actually experiencing some 
of the best cinema in the world has been an incredible journey and I am truly grateful for that.”

 Shraddha Kapoor turned down Jr NTR’s 
NTR 30. All controversies around cast

Alia Bhatt,
actress in the female lead role, Jr NTR recently floored everyone 
in a bid to boost the reach of the with his performance in SS 
film in the Hindi belt. However, Rajamouli's action epic, RRR, 
they have apparently failed to lock which also featured Ram 
Alia and Shraddha for the film.Charan in the lead role. The 

actor is working with director Of late, there have been rumours that 
Koratala Siva for his next Rashmika Mandanna is in 
project, NTR 30, and there have talks for the project but the 
been  a  f a i r  amoun t  o f  makers haven't made 
controversies surrounding the d i s c l o s e d  a n y  
film's cast. Reportedly, Alia information about the 
Bhatt and Shraddha Kapoor had same.  An off ic ia l  
turned down the offer to feature a n n o u n c e m e n t  
in the Jr NTR-starrer. regarding the actress 

DID ALIA BHATT AND SHRADDHA KAPOOR who will play the female lead in NTR 30 is 
REJECT NTR 30? expected to be out soon.

NTR 30'S FIERCE MOTION POSTER Jr NTR and Alia Bhatt shared the screen space in RRR. It 
OUT NOWwas reported that the duo might be coming together 

again for NTR 30, but as it turns out, Alia had rejected The makers of NTR 30 dropped the motion poster 
the project for undisclosed reasons. The makers of the film on Thursday, May 19. The motion 
reportedly approached Shraddha Kapoor later and she poster is a compelling one as Jr NTR explains the 
too turned down the project. The makers of NTR 30 theme of the film with his voice-over. "I am 
appear to be planning on bringing in a Bollywood coming to inflict fear in my opponents.
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New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has work straight away. He will hold meetings with nineties, when travelling as an ordinary citizen, 
had a busy foreign visit schedule in the last top business honchos and address the Indian Narendra Modi use to put the special frequent-
fortnight. Earlier this month, he travelled to community. PM Modi will next day attend the flyer card to good use. At that time, he used to 
Germany, Denmark, and France for three days Quad meeting, hold bilaterals and then fly back visit the destinations during the day and usually 
before heading to Nepal for Buddha Jayanti. the same night to India. The Prime Minister take the last flight back so that hotel-stay 
The Prime Minister will return to Japan for spent just one night in Germany and Denmark money could be saved. He used to sleep in the 
another important visit next week, continuing in his recent visits. Similarly, during the Japan plane and airports very often, the source added. 
his hectic schedule this month. There is a visit also, he will spend just one night and will It has turned into one of his habits to save time 
pattern to his schedule if you look closely. He be travelling back during the night. Overall, and resources, sources close to PM added.  A 
usually travels at night to save time, then PM Modi will have visited five countries this previous report on PTI stated that as soon as he 
attends engagements and meetings the next day month while spending a total of only three steps on the flight, the prime minister tunes his 
before flying overnight to the next destination. 

nights in these countries. He would have spent body and sleep cycle to the time zone of the 
His visit to Japan will be no different. He will be four nights on the plane to save time. A source destination, sources added, noting that if this 

leaving on May 22 night, arriving early who knows Prime Minister Modi for several means even if it is night in India when he takes 
morning in Tokyo on May 23 and will be off to years explained that long back in the early off, he may not sleep if it would be a.

Big boost for steel industry Govt hikes export duty 
on iron ore, waives import tax on some raw materials

Explained: Why Prime Minister Narendra Modi always fly at night

stainless-steel; bars and rods, hot-rolled, 
in irregularly wound coils, of other alloy 
steel. Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said the customs duty 
changes  in  raw mater ia ls  and 
intermediaries for iron and steel will 
"reduce their prices". Besides, the duty 
on import of raw materials used in the 
plastic industry has also been reduced to 
l o w e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  d o m e s t i c  
manufacturing. While import duty on 
naptha has been cut to 1 per cent, from 
2.5 per cent, the duty on propylene Oxide 
has been halved to 2.5 per cent. The 
import duty on Polymers of Vinyl 
Chloride (PVC) has been cut to 7.5 per 
cent, from 10 per cent, currently. 

slashed from 5 per cent to 'nil'. The tax on the Announcing the customs duty cut on 
export of iron ores and concentrates has been plastic, Sitharaman said the levies are being cut 
hiked to 50 per cent, from 30 per cent, while that on raw materials and intermediaries where the 
on iron pellets a 45 per cent duty has been import dependence is high. "This will result in 
imposed. Duty on pig iron and spiegeleisen in reduction of cost of final products," she 

New Delhi: The government has waived customs pigs, blocks, or other primary formats; flat- tweeted. AMRG & Associates Senior Partner 
duty on the import of some raw materials, rolled products of iron or non- alloy steel, of a Rajat Mohan said steep reduction in import 
including coking coal and ferronickel, used by width of 600 mm or more, hot- rolled, not clad, duty on these products would help arrest high 
the steel industry, a move which will lower the plated or coated; Flat-rolled products of iron or inflation. 
cost for the domestic industry and reduce the Also Read: Petrol, diesel get cheaper, here's how non-alloy steel, of a width of 600 mm or more, 
prices. Also, to increase domestic availability, much excise duty and VAT you need to pay now   cold- rolled (cold-reduced), not clad, plated or 
the duty on exports of iron ore has been hiked up "Global economies are ailing due to rising debt coated, Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy 
to 50 per cent, and a few steel intermediaries to and high inflation. In light of collapsing weak steel, of a width of 600 mm or more, clad, plated 
15 per cent, according to a notification. The developing economies due to high inflation, the or coated have been hiked to 15 per cent from 
duty changes will be effective from Sunday. Indian government has taken multiple measures 'Nil' currently.  Also, 15 per cent duty has been 
The import duty on ferronickel, coking coal, to provide relief from the high prices of petrol, imposed on flat-rolled products of stainless 
PCI coal has been cut from 2.5 per cent, while diesel, coal, iron, steel and plastic," Mohan steel of width >=600mm, other bars and rods of 
the duty on coke and semi-coke has been said. stainless steel; angles, shapes and sections of 

Centre promises Rs 1.10 lakh 
crore in subsidy to protect 
farmers from fertiliser price 
hike

New Delhi: more mature than before, and on it. The upright stance of Mahindra and Mahindra, the 
the dimensions are expected to the SUV is unchanged in homegrown automaker and largest UV 
be larger than before. Thanks t h e  n e w  S c o r p i o - N  maker in India has recently revealed the 
to spy pictures, we also know rendition as well. The all-upcoming new Scorpio and it will be called 
that the upcoming Mahindra new model has a bold-the Mahindra Scorpio-N. The 2022 
S c o r p i o - N  w i l l  g e t  a  looking face with a high-Mahindra Scorpio-N will be officially 
completely restyled cabin, and set bonnet that is further unveiled on June 27 and will be sold along 
the manufacturer has stated accentuated by tight side the current-gen Scorpio which will be 
that the SUV will have plenty creases. Over to the sides, renamed as Mahindra Scorpio Classic. The 
of advanced tech on offer as the Scorpio-N is styled iconic SUV has been serving the Indian 
well. The anticipation for the with large DLO, and the market for 20 years now and has a huge fan 
new Scorpio-N is quite high, window line is garnished following.

Among the fan following are a number of and even before its arrival, with chrome surrounds. 
customization houses and digital artists who people are wondering if it will The wheels appear to be 
love to fiddle with the design of the Scorpio. get any special  edition 18-inch in diameter.  
It seems like even before the new Scorpio-N variants! Shoeb R. Kalania However, the brand hasn’t 
arrives, they have started playing with the (SRK Designs) recently shared revealed the size yet. The 
design of the popular SUV. A digital artist his rendition of an off-road rear fascia also remains 

under the wrap, but the x-sills – now sport a piano black finish, and SRKDesigns has now imagined the new edition of the forthcoming 
mas style tail lamps and an upright boot lid even the roof rails have been blacked out. 2022 Scorpio in an all-black avatar with off- Mahindra Scorpio-N. Christened ‘Black 
will gel well with the overall design.Also, the SUV has been given a gloss black roading capabilities. Check out this Edition’, this digital model gets a set of new 

paint job, as the name suggests. A roof rack It should be noted that Mahindra Scorpio-N unofficial rendering of the upcoming all-black alloy wheels, shod with large 
(with a top box) has also been added here, will be offered with a 4×4 drivetrain option, Mahindra Scorpio-N, digitally imagined in a knobbly tyres. The front bumper is new as 
with an LED auxiliary light bar at the front. likely with both the petrol and diesel engines. special off-road avatar Mahindra & well, featuring integrated auxiliary lights, 
Overall, this digitally-created model – The SUV will continue to be based on a Mahindra will launch the next-generation two tow hooks, and a silver-finished bash 
Mahindra Scorpio-N Black Edition – looks ladder-frame architecture, and thus, it will be Scorpio in India on 27 June. The new model plate. The black plastic claddings on the 
great, and it showcases the customisation significantly more rugged than its rivals like will be named ‘Scorpio-N’, and will have wheelarches have been thickened. All the 
potential of the SUV if a hardcore off-road Hyundai Alcazar, Tata Safari, MG Hector plenty of changes over the current version. chrome parts on the SUV – including the 
enthusiast with deep pockets gets their hands Plus, and even Mahindra XUV700.The exterior design of the new SUV looks front grille, door handles, and the window 

Tea export target raised 50 per 
cent

New Delhi: The Mahindra Thar enjoys 
a cult following in the Indian market. 
The off-roader is highly admired for 
its immense capabilities and road 
presence. The design too remains a 
highlight of this Mahindra. From the 
factory, it is offered in a handful of 
colours, and the palette offers some 
subtle colour only. Nevertheless, 
Mahindra Thar owners are often seen 
modifying their possessions to make 
them stand out from the rest. 
Recently, we came across a neatly-
customised example of the off-
roader, which is finished in a Neon 
Green paint scheme.

The new paint scheme on this modified 
Mahindra Thar comes courtesy of a 
vinyl wrap job performed by 
Detailing Bulls. It amplifies the car’s 
overall appeal and manages to give it 
some extra dose of charm to seek 
attention. The Neon Green is 
clubbed with contrast black inserts 
for the front radiator grille, bumpers, 
wheel arches, roof, door handles, and 
ORVMs. For an accentuated appeal, 
door hinges and alloy wheels also get 
the black treatment. Apart from the 
custom wrap, this example remains 
stock. From the factory, the off-
roader comes f i t ted with a 
touchscreen infotainment unit, 
automatic climate control, power-
operated ORVMs, power windows, 
cruise control and more. Currently, 
the Mahindra Thar enjoys a long 
waiting period that extends to over a 
couple of months, depending on the 
configuration you select. The off-
roader is available with two engine 
choices - 2.0-litre mStallion turbo-
petrol and 2.2-litre mHawk diesel 
engine. Transmission choices 
include a 6-speed stick shift and a 6-
speed automatic gearbox. The Thar 
comes standard with the option of a 
4x4 transfer case, low-ratio gearbox, 
and locking rear differential. 
Mahindra is also said to be working 
on a 5-door version of the Thar, 
which will boast a longer wheelbase 
and rather practical second-row of 
seats.

This customised Mahindra 

Thar wrapped in Neon Green 

has a unique road presence

Govt issues new rule for ration card: Ineligible beneficiaries 
asked to surrender documents, check eligibility

2022 Mahindra Scorpio-N ‘Black Edition’ 
imagined with off-roading abilities, looks rad

New Delhi: The outflux of foreign funds from 
domestic equity markets continued steadily, 
with FPIs having pulled out more than Rs 
35,000 crore so far this month, according to 
depositories data.

The outflow by foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) comes amid concerns over chances of 
more aggressive policy rate hike by the US 
Federal Reserve and appreciation of the 
dollar. FPI withdrawals also hit the rupee, 
which fell to a record low of 77.72 against 
the American currency during the week. As a 
result, net outflow by FPIs from equities so 
far in 2022 has reached Rs 1.63 lakh crore. In 
the first week of April, following a six-
month selling spree, FPIs turned net 
investors due to correction in the markets 
and invested Rs 7,707 crore in equities. 
However, the reprieve was short-lived, as 
they turned net sellers again during the 
holiday-shortened April 11-13 week, and the 
sell-off persisted in the succeeding weeks as 
well. Data from depositories showed that 
FPI flows continue to remain negative in 
May till date, as foreign investors have sold 
equities worth Rs 35,137 crore during May 
2-20. Going ahead, FPIs flow in India is to 
remain volatile in the near term, given the 
headwinds in terms of elevated crude prices, 
inflation, tight monetary policy, among 
o t h e r s ,  s a i d  S h r i k a n t  C h o u h a n ,  
head—equity research (retail), Kotak 
Securities. “Since the mother market, US, is 
weak and dollar is strengthening, FPIs are 
likely to continue selling in the near term,” V 
K Vijayakumar, chief investment strategist, 
Geojit Financial Services, said. The major 
factor behind the relentless FPI selling is the 
appreciation of the dollar which has taken 
the dollar index above 103. Also, India is the 
major emerging market where FPIs are 
siting on big profits and the market is very 
liquid to absorb FPI selling,” Vijayakumar 
said.

New Delhi: The Tea Board has set an 
ambitious target to export 300 million 
kilogrammes of tea by 2025, a jump of 
nearly 50 per cent from last year. India is 
hoping to achieve this by tapping new 
countries and filling up the vacuum created 
by Sri Lanka in the global market.

Under the leadership of newly appointed Tea 
Board chairman Sourav Pahari, the board is 
also looking at a generic promotion of the 
beverage within the country to increase per 
capita consumption of tea from 750 gm to 1 
kg a year. “Our focus is both on exports and 
domestic and the Tea Board’s function will 
now mainly be promotions with the new 
Tea Act which is expected to be tabled in the 
monsoon session of Parliament,” Pahari 
said. India exported about 195.5 million kg 
of tea in 2021 with the pandemic induced 
disruptions, falling from 252.2 million kg it 
recorded in 2019. This year the target has 
been set at 240 million kg. “Our production 
of orthodox tea is enough to take care of the 
vacuum left behind by Sri Lanka. But the 
only problem at the moment is the payment 
problem due to the current international 
situation. There are freight and shipping 
problems too. If these can be eased I think 
India is quite capable of filling the gap that 
Sri Lanka has left behind.

New Delhi: The Uttar Pradesh government is or free ration. Also Read: Petrol and diesel 
tightening its noose on ineligible beneficiaries prices today: Bhubaneswar slashed nearly Rs 
of the Antyodaya Anna Yojana scheme. The 10, compare the cost in your city Further, the 
authorities have reportedly asked ineligible monthly income of the family should be less 
beneficiaries to surrender their ration cards. than Rs 15,000. Also, the family shown own 
However, if you have violated the rule, the less than 2 hectares of irrigated land to become 
authorities could take an against you. The eligible for getting affordable or free ration. 
authorities are reportedly planning to take Who will need to surrender the ration card?
action against ineligible ration card holders. Families owning a four wheeler – from car to 
The government has also released the tractor – will have to surrender ration cards. 
eligibility criteria for ration cards and Ration card holders should not own a pucca 
surrender rules. According to media reports, 8 house built on 100 square meters of land in 
lakh ineligible cards have been cancelled by rural or urban areas. overnment employees 
the authorities. will also have to surrender their ration cards.

Ration card eligibility rules for Uttar Pradesh: Individuals coming under the purview of 
One of the most important eligibility criteria is income tax will also have to surrender the 

that the cardholder should be a resident of card. Families having AC in homes and 
Uttar Pradesh. Also, the head of the family generator sets of 5 kW or more capacity in a 
should be a woman aged more than 18 to pucca house will have to submit the card. 
become eligible, according to media reports. Families owning business space of 80 square 
However, if the head of the family, who is a meters are not eligible for ration cards. The 
male, is suffering from an incurable disease or card will have to be surrendered if the annual 
is aged more than 60 years and the family income of the family of the urban area is more 
monthly income does not exceed Rs.15,000, than Rs 3 lakhs. ndividuals having an arms 
the family can enjoy the benefits of affordable license will have to surrender the ration card.

New Delhi: Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Saturday said that the 
government has protected farmers from the 
rise in prices of fertilizers globally and an 
additional amount of Rs 1.10 lakh crore is 
being provided besides Rs 1.05 lakh crore 
already sanctioned in the Union Budget 
2022-23. The Minister, who made a series of 
tweets, also announced a reduction of 
central excise duty on petrol and diesel and 
said the government is committed to 
ensuring that prices of essential items are 
kept under control. She said the world is 
passing through difficult times and even as 
the world is recovering from the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Ukraine conflict has brought 
in supply chain problems and shortages of 
various goods. 

"This is resulting in inflation and economic 
distress in a lot of countries," the minister 
said."Despite the challenging international 
situation, we`ve ensured that there are no 
shortages/scarcity of essential goods. Even 
a few developed countries couldn`t escape 
some shortages/disruptions. We are 
committed to ensure that prices of essential 
items are kept under control," she added. 
The minister said the Narendra Modi 
government is devoted to the welfare of the 
poor. "We`ve taken a number of steps to help 
the poor and middle class. As a result, the 
average inflation during our tenure has 
remained lower than during previous 
governments," she said. Sitharaman said the 
Prime Minister has specifically asked all 
arms of the government to work with 
sensitivity and give relief to the common 
man. Keeping in line with @PMOIndia 
@narendramodi`s commitment to help the 
poor and common man, Today, we are 
announcing more steps to help our people. 
Even during the pandemic, our government 
set a paradigm of welfare, especially with 
PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. This is now 
acknowledged and appreciated the world 
over," she said. "Despite rising fertilizer 
prices globally, we have protected our 
farmers from such price hikes. In addition to 
the fertilizer subsidy of Rs 1.05 lakh crore in 
the budget, an additional amount of Rs 1.10 
lakh crore is being provided to further 
cushion our farmers," the minister added. 

?The duty on coke and 
semi-coke has been 
slashed from 5 per cent 
to 'nil'.
?The tax on the export of 
iron ores and 
concentrates has been 
hiked to 50 per cent.
?On iron pellets, a 45 
per cent duty has been 
imposed.

FPIs net sellers in equities on 
Re fall, US rate hike prospects

?The cardholder 
should be a 
resident of Uttar 
Pradesh to get 
ration benefits.

?The head of the 
family should be 
a woman aged 
more than 18 to 
become eligible.

?The family 
monthly income 
does not exceed 
Rs.15,000 to get a 
free ration.
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New Delhi. A disappointed Delhi Capitals a few occasion when we were on top, we let it Sharma said their only aim was to finish on a 
skipper Rishabh Pant on Saturday said he felt slip away from our grasp. That’s one of the high after already exiting from the tournament 
that Tim David had nicked the first delivery he things we have been doing throughout the long back. “I said it at the toss as well, we were 
faced, but didn’t go for the review as most of his tournament. I think we were not good enough to here to win the game. I know a couple of teams 
teammates inside the circle were not convinced, win this match I guess.” “…at the same time we were watching us keenly but for us it was 
a decision which cost them a place in the IPL could have done better execution, better important to get what we wanted to get out of 
play-offs. Pant’s decision to not review that planning. That’s the only thing and we have this game, to make sure that we finish on a high 
turned out to be a blunder as David slammed 34 been missing a lot throughout the tournament. and to take some positives from this last game 
runs off just 11 balls with the help of two So we have to learn from our mistakes next and try to see where we didn’t do well this 
boundaries and four sixes to take the game out season and come back as a strong team again season and try to correct those mistakes,” he 
of DC’s grasp. “I thought there was something next year,” he said. Pant said they were 5-7 runs said. “Once we lost eight on the trot, it was 
but everyone standing in the circle was not short of what could have been a winning total. tough. It’s never easy when you lose games like 
convinced enough. So I was asking should we “I think we were 5-7 runs short. We were not that. All we wanted to do was to just come out 
go up. At the end, I didn’t take the review,” Pant short much. We actually really bowled well and see where we made mistakes and try to 
said after DC lost by five wickets to Mumbai throughout the tournament but dew came in on rectify those mistakes. I thought we did pretty 
Indians in their must-win final league game to the latter half of today’s match and we missed much well in the second half of the tournament. 
exit the IPL.  Pant said the match was very much our execution. We didn’t bowl to our planning. “So a lot of positives came out of the second 
in their hands but slipped away towards the end. It’s hard but at the same time we have to take it half, something we can pride ourselves in. We 
“I think most of the game we were on top. But on on our chin and learn from it.” MI captain Rohit just wanted to finish on a high.”

US Soccer Hall of Fame inductees praise equal pay agreement

Everyone standing in the circle was not 
convinced so didn’t take review: Rishabh Pant

'New Delhi. Shannon Boxx, Christie Women’s United Soccer Association 
and Women’s Professional Soccer Pearce Rampone and Linda Hamilton all 
and the first three seasons of the celebrated this week’s landmark equal 
National Women’s Soccer League. pay agreement with U.S. Soccer as the 
Rampone, a defender, won three three women were enshrined Saturday in 
Olympic gold medals and two World the National Soccer Hall of Fame. “As the 
Cup titles in a career that spanned women’s national team, we have always 
three decades. She was originally known we have a greater responsibility 
voted into the Hall of Fame last year than just winning games. The newest 
but put off her induction until this contract is a testament to the work the past 
season in reaction to a string of and the present players have done off the 
scandals in the NWSL. “I can truly field,” Boxx said. “As a Black athlete, I 
say I was surrounded by powerful also felt the responsibility to every young 
women who knew that we had to Black girl and boy who’s sitting in the of 57 international goals. Donovan made 141 make the sacrifices in order to gain greater 

stands or watching on TV.” Clint Dempsey, appearances for the national team from 2004- opportunity for the future generations,” 
Marco Etcheverry and Esse Baharmast were 17. He played for New England (2004-06), Rampone said. “To see growth of the team over 
also inducted in the ceremony at the Hall of Fulham (2017-12), Tottenham (2012-13) and the years and the opportunities that are 
Fame at Toyota Stadium, home of FC Dallas. Seattle (2013-18), and his 82nd-minute chip available for the younger generation is 
U.S. against Juventus put Fulham into the 2010 genuinely one of the most fulfilling parts of the 

soccer announced earlier this week it had reached Europa League quarterfinals. Dempsey sobbed journey. ” Hamilton, elected from the veteran 
collective bargaining agreements with both the as he thanked his parents for launching his ballot, was part of the U.S. championship team 
men’s and women’s teams to equalize their pay career. “Anything is possible, because if you at the 1991 Women’s World Cup and made 71 
going forward. The two teams agreed to share look at where I came from, I wasn’t supposed to international appearances from 1987-95. 
World Cup prize money. The history lesson of make it and through the craziness my parents Etcheverry, also chosen from the veteran ballot, 
this is, a couple of days ago there was that were able to fight against the odds,” Dempsey was a three-time Major League Soccer 
equality pay (agreement), but maybe some of said. champion with D.C. United from 1996-2003 
you don’t actually know where we started. Former U.S. goalkeeper Hope Solo was voted and was voted league MVP in 1998. He scored 
When we won the World Cup in 1991, we made into this year’s class but announced last month 13 goals in 71 appearances for Bolivia from 
$15 a day. That was the per diem, no salaries. that she would delay her induction for a year 1989-2003. Baharmast, elected from the 
No bonuses. It was $15 a day,” Hamilton said. while she participates in an in-patient treatment builder ballot, was as MLS referee and 
“So I think about that. And I think we weren’t program following her arrest on a DWI charge officiated games between Spain and Nigeria, 
winning for the money, obviously. But we in late March. Boxx was a midfielder who and Brazil-Norway at the 1998 World Cup. 
wanted to be competitors.” Dempsey, a three- scored 27 goals in 195 international Dempsey received 97.9% from the player 
time U.S. Soccer Federation Player of the Year, appearances from 2003-15. She is among three voting committee, followed by Boxx at 91.7%, 
is tied with Landon Donovan for the U.S. record women who played in all three seasons of the Solo at 81.3%.

This is not a small achievement: 
PM Modi congratulates Thomas 
Cup-winning Indian badminton 
team
'New Delhi. Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi met up with the Thomas Cup winning 
contingent on Sunday, 22 May. An elated 
Prime Minister conversed with the Indian 
badminton team reliving the memory of the 
historic Thomas Cup campaign where India 
clinched gold medal by defeating favourites 
Indonesia, earlier in the month of May. 
Speaking to the Indian badminton team, 
Modi said that India were able to hoist their 
flag in the competition after decades and it 
was not a small achievement. He 
congratulated the team for their efforts and 
said that the country earlier never cared for 
these tournaments, but thanks to this team, 
the Thomas Cup win the country took notice 
of this team and the sport - badminton. PM 
Modi was the first one to call the badminton 
team after their historic win in the Thomas 
Cup final, a footage that the players had 
shared right after their victory. "The 'Yes, we 
can do it' attitude has become the new 
strength in the country today. I assure you 
that the government will give all possible 
support to our players," said the Prime 
Minister. 

He congratulated Kidambi Srikanth 
specifically mentioning that it was quite 
commendable that the 29-year-old had 
shouldered India in his final game in the 
championship under huge pressure. India 
completed their historic Thomas Cup 
campaign by defeating Indonesia by a 
margin of 3-0 in the finals. India were 
underdogs throughout the knockout stages 
o f  the  tournament  and  defea ted  
powerhouses like Malaysia and Denmark on 
their way to the finals. The finals was a 
dramatic competition as well, where India 
pulled back from behind in both of their first 
two games, with Lakshay Sen and the 
doubles duo of Sawtiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty posting incredible victories 
before Kidambi Srikanth sealed India's fate 
in the third match.

MI vs DC: After surviving 
Rishabh Pant's DRS mistake, Tim 
David throws Delhi out of  IPL 
2022 playoffs

Royal Challengers 
Bangalore pay tribute 
to 'saviour' Tim David 
after whirlwind knock 
against Delhi Capitals

EPL title race: Klopp and Guardiola’s legacy will be beyond titles and numbers

MI vs DC: Rishabh Pant still 
learning about captaincy, says 
Ricky Ponting after DC crash out 
of  IPL 2022
'New Delhi. Delhi Capitals were knocked out 

of the Indian Premier League 2022 after 
losing their final league stage game against 
Mumbai Indians on Saturday, 21 May. Delhi 
were taken apart by a Tim David knock in 
the final overs of the game. Blame fell on 
captain Rishabh Pant after the game as 
social media users pointed out that the Delhi 
Captain failed to take a crucial DRS call in 
the first ball against David, who had nicked 
the ball to the keeper in his very first ball of 
the innings.However, Delhi Capitals coach, 
Ricky Ponting said that Pant was the right 
person to lead the team and he has done a 
fantastic job since taking up the role. Pant 
was forced to take up the captaincy after 
Shreyas Iyer broke his collarbone and had to 
be out for the majority of the 2021 season. 
"Absolutely, no doubt in my mind that 
Rishabh even in the last season he was the 
right choice for captain. Rishabh did a 
terrific job with the team after he took over 
from Shreyas (Iyer) after he injured his 
shoulders," Ponting said during the press 
conference.

"He is just a young man and still learning 
captaincy. Being captain of a T20 team, 
especially in IPL, which is a high pressure 
tournament, is not easy thing to do and 
unfortunately, every single thing you do will 
be scrutinised. He certainly got my full 
backing," Ponting added. "He can take a lot 
of learning and try and keep things simple, 
he has a great mind, he reads the game well 
from behind, and such fumbles can happen 
and it is important to not doubt yourself. He 
will comeback strong," Ponting said 
agreeing that Delhi failed to close the game 
correctly. The legendary Australian further 
delved into the kind of season that DC had in 
the IPL and said that it was especially a 
difficult campaign due to the kind of season 
they had. "We've had quite an interrupted 
season with Covid and injuries and other 
illnesses. It's been one of those up and down 
seasons, an inconsistent season," the coach 
said.

New Delhi. Ferguson era. Almost without fail, the a ballet, where roles are nuclear-specific, At the final whistle of the first duel 
pair have fought over the high ground of movements precise and fast yet between Pep Guardiola and Jurgen Klopp in 
expressive winning football. Theirs is languorous. A typical Guardiola move the English Premier League, a scrappy game 
total domination, in style and substance; involves elaborate build-up in the Liverpool nailed 1-0 at Anfield in December 
in art and the quest for artistic perfection. midfield and emphasis on positional play. 2016, the DJ played out the Starship track 
In the last four years, City have kissed the Though he has long moved away from tiki Nothing Gonna Stop Us Now. Nothing, 
league title twice; Liverpool once, but taka, the fundamental philosophy still though, seemed to suggest the mesmerising 
have in that span won the slice of glory revolves around possession. The nucleus brand of football both managers would 
that City so desperately covet, the of his side, like any other side, is the produce to enchant the world over the next 
Champions League. On the suspenseful midfield. The most creative of his players five years. The match was a turgid affair with 
final day of the league, both are in have always been midfielders, often a just three shots on goal.
contention for the title. City, leading twin axis, from Xavi and Andres Iniesta to City finished third that season, Liverpool just 
Liverpool by a lone point, cannot afford Bernardo Silva to Kevin de Bruyne. At behind them. The steering of English football 

attacking football itself, thus stressing the to freeze, against Aston Villa, a side managed City, he has a plethora of technically-gifted seemed secure in the hands of Antonio 
evolutionary truth that there is no saturation by Liverpool immortal Steven Gerrard. midfield creators, who are not necessarily Conte’s Chelsea, runaway leaders, and the 
point for the sport’s evolution. It just Liverpool host Wolverhampton Wanderers, nippy but intuitive. As a team, they prefer to emerging Mauricio Pochettino. Klopp and 
transforms from one shape to another. fuelled by dreams of a champagne night, operate more centrally. A typical Guardiola Guardiola were afterthoughts than 
Beautiful football can be played in before they wrestle with Real Madrid for move involves elaborate build-up in the protagonists that season. The path of 
beautifully different ways. Both Klopp and Champions League glory a week later. midfield and emphasis on positional play. greatness then seemed distant. But since 
Guardiola are at once similar and dissimilar, Wherever those trophies end up, how much Though he has long moved away from tiki then, they have recast English football in 
similar in the unshakeable belief that football drama and thrill, joy and hurt are to unfold, taka, the fundamental philosophy still their mould, making England the centre of 
should be entertaining, dissimilar in how these two clubs are playing football on a revolves around possession. The nucleus of the footballing galaxy. In a short time, they 
they choose their vehicle for entertainment. different realm, an unattainable space, for his side, like any other side, is the midfield. have ensured that they will be remembered 
Guardiola is the master of order, every player their competitors, both home and abroad. The most creative of his players have always for the glorious football they have been 
functions like a piece of machine, the What makes their ascent to greatness unique been midfielders, often a twin axis, from orchestrating, week after week, year after 
movements and patterns elegantly is how differently they have approached the Xavi and Andres Iniesta to Bernardo Silva to year in the last four years, and producing a 
choreographed; everyone has the space to peak, showing that the antidote to attacking Kevin de Bruyne. At City, he has a plethora of fierce but beautiful rivalry comparable to the 
operate and not to operate. He sees football as football is not defensive football, but technically-gifted midfield creators, who.El Classico peak, or the Arsene Wenger-Alex 

New Delhi.  Delhi Capitals' captain Rishabh 
Pant's blunder with the Decision Review 
system cost Delhi a playoffs spot in the 
Indian Premier League on Saturday, 21 
May. Playing their final league stage game 
against Mumbai Indians, Delhi Capitals 
had the momentum going in the second half 
of the game. Chasing 160 runs from 20 
overs, MI were below the required run-rate 
in the 15th over of the game due to a 
struggling innings from Rohit Sharma. 
After dismissing 19-year-old Dewald 
Brevis in the third ball of the 15th over, 
Delhi knew that they could have a shot if 
Singaporean Australian cricketer - Tim 
David went back in the hut early in his 
innings.

They were plated up the opportunity by 
Shardul Thakur, whose outswinger kissed 
the edge of David's bat in the very first ball 
of his innings and went to the keeper - 
captain Rishabh Pant. Pant appealed 
straightaway but the on field umpire was 
not convinced. Despite having two reviews 
at the time, Pant decided against a review 
after his fielders did not give him strong 
input if they had heard any sound or not.

'New Delhi. failure to sign Mbappé was a significant when PSG was knocked out of the Kylian Mbappé celebrated with 
blow for its president, Florentino Pérez, Champions League in the round of 16 by fans at Parc des Princes after signing a new 
who has been trying to get the transfer over Madrid in March — despite leading 2-0 three-year contract with Paris Saint-Germain 
the line for a year. PSG turned down overall with two Mbappé goals — and Al-on Saturday and turning down the chance 
Madrid’s official bid of 180 million euros Khelaif i  remained under  UEFA again to join Real Madrid. France’s World 
($190 million) — the same amount it investigation for allegedly confronting Cup-winning star stood on a platform near 
signed Mbappé for from Monaco in 2017 match officials after the loss. Madrid is the center circle to address fans moments 
— and even another reported amount of being thwarted yet again, having tried to before PSG’s final home game against Metz. 
200 million euros ($211 million) was not sign Mbappé after he left Monaco in 2017 “I’m very happy to continue this adventure, 
enough to sell its star despite him having — and even before that. He visited to stay in France, in Paris, my city. I always 
only a year remaining on his contract. Madrid’s facilities at age 14, and was said Paris was my home,” Mbappe said. “I 
Mbappé said he wanted to leave at the end greeted by France great Zinedine Zidane, hope I will continue doing what I love the 
of last season but only on the right terms for but he instead chose to launch his stellar most, which is to carry on playing football 
PSG. career at Monaco. Mbappé’s first and winning trophies.” Mbappe then held up they will pay them) after losses of 700 

professional goal came at the age of 17 years, a PSG jersey with 2025 written on it as he million euros in recent seasons and more than The wealth of the club’s Qatar sovereign 
62 days, which beat the Monaco club record stood alongside president Nasser Al- 600 million euros in salaries,” he wrote on wealth fund ownership linked to the emir 
held by Thierry Henry. Henry is France’s Khelaifi, who had just announced the new Twitter. “Al-Khelafi is as dangerous as the allows PSG to resist bids that could be 
record scorer with 51. Mbappé is already on deal. “I have some very good news to give Super League.” Mbappé, who starred for irresistible to other clubs without state 
26 and may well overtake him as a PSG you. Kylian Mbappe is going to stay until France at the 2018 World Cup, would have funding. The non-transfer reflects the 
player. He is PSG’s second-highest scorer 2025,” said Al-Khelaifi, barely heard as fans been a statement signing for Pérez — shifting power dynamics in European 
with 168 and could surpass Edinson Cavani’s chanted Mbappe’s name over and over. especially if he had lured Mbappé away from football. Pérez was one of the architects of 
record of 200 next season. He was looking to “Kylian’s commitment to PSG represents an a team that emerged as a rival only in the last the European Super League breakaway from 
add to his league-leading tally of 25 later amazing milestone in the history of our club.” decade through its Qatari funding. But the the UEFA Champions League that imploded 
Saturday in the season-ending home game The PSG contract of one of soccer’s most energy expended in pursuing the transfer, and within 48 hours in April 2021. PSG opted out 
against struggling Metz alongside teammates coveted players was expiring in June, and optimism from Madrid, which is chasing its of joining the 12 Super League founders, 
Lionel Messi and Neymar. The glittering Mbappé would have been available on a free record-extending 14th European Cup win allowing its president, Al-Khelaifi, to gain 
attacking trio, which hasn’t clicked as transfer. But instead of joining 13-time when it meets Liverpool in next Saturday’s one of the most powerful roles in the game as 
expected this season, will play together again European champion Madrid, which has Champions League final in Paris, has come head of the European Club Association. 
next season. However, Mbappé misses out on chased him for so long, Mbappé decided to to nothing. When Mbappé won the league’s Pérez is still pursuing his Super League 
the chance to play alongside France stay to try to deliver PSG its first Champions best player award for the third time last dream in conflict with UEFA. Meanwhile, 
teammate Karim Benzema for Madrid in League title. Sunday, he said his mind was basically made Spanish league president Javier Tebas was 
what would have been a devastating up but didn’t say which way. Buy Now | Our irate. “It is an INSULT to soccer that PSG is Madrid managed to beat PSG in the Champions 
partnership and the envy of Europe. Over the best subscription plan now has a special pricegoing to renew Mbappé with huge quantities League this season but not in the transfer 
past year they have been.of money (who knows from where and how market once again. The Spanish giant’s The tension between the clubs was evident 

Mbappé stays at PSG after rejecting Real Madrid

'New Delhi. Royal Challengers 
Bangalore posted a special tribute 
for Mumbai Indians’ Tim David 
after the Singaporean-Australian 
player knocked Delhi Capitals out 
of the playoffs contention on 
Saturday, 21 May. David’s 
incredible 34 off 11 balls helped 
Mumbai secure a win in their final 
game of the season and also helped 
Royal Challengers Bangalore 
qualify for the playoffs stages.

Since ahead of the game, Bangalore 
were rooting for Mumbai's 
victory, flooding the social media 
with posts hoping for MI win. 
Chasing a total of 160 runs, 
Mumbai were in a spot of bother 
by the 15th over of the game, after 
losing Dewald Brevis and Ishan 
Kishan. Tim David would have 
also been out in the first ball of his 
innings if Delhi captain Rishabh 
Pant would have taken a review 
after David nicked a ball off 
Shardul Thakur. After getting a 
lifeline, David went on an absolute 
carnage hitting 34 off 11 balls 
setting up Mumbai’s win against 
Delhi. The right-hander hit four 
sixes and two boundaries to 
change the complexion of the 
game.

 Royal Challengers Bangalore put 
up a post for Tim David, a former 
RCB player himself, hailing him 
for their qualification for the 
playoffs. The franchise further 
uploaded footage from Saturday 
evening, where the players were 
seen following the game closely 
and broke into a massive 
celebration after the Rohit-
Sharma team went over the lines. 
The Bangalore side set up a clash 
against Lucknow Super Giants in 
the Eliminator of the 2022 season, 
set to be played in Kolkata on May 
25.
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New Delhi: government. As the Sirpurkar encounter, it may throw The recommendation by the 
Commission posed tough open the door for litigation Justice V S Sirpurkar Commission that 
q u e s t i o n s  d u r i n g  i t s  in other encounters cases murder charges should be filed against the 
investigation and took to task too. The alleged encounter 10 policemen involved in the December 
policemen whose answers took place a week after two 2019 alleged encounter killing of the four 
were inconsistent, in August SIMI activists, Mohammed accused of the gangrape and murder of a 
last year, the state government E i j a j u d d e e n  a n dveterinarian on the outskirts of 
transferred IPS officer V C Mohammed Aslam, shot Hyderabad ,  has  pu t  Te langana  
Sajjanar, who was Cyberabad dead four policemen while government in a difficult situation. “The 
Police Commissioner when the trying to escape police Commission’s report and the case has 
alleged encounter killing checking in Nalgonda been transferred to the Telangana High 
happened, to the Telangana dis t r ic t .  Civi l  r ights  Cour t .  I f  the  HC upholds  the  
S t a t e  R o a d  T r a n s p o r t  activists had then claimed recommendation, the government will be 
Corporation. The Commission, that the alleged encounter in a tight spot whether to initiate action 
which asked Sajjanar 160 of April 7 was staged by the against them because it may go against 
questions, noted that his replies police as a revenge killing. public opinion. We will discuss what is to 
were inconsistent. On the night of December be done,’’ said a minister.

The government also allegedly The Justice V S Sirpurkar Commission was 12, 2015, Warangal Police took to task policemen whose answers 
did not push the Special Investigation set up by the Supreme Court to probe the shot dead three persons accused of were inconsistent, in August last year, the 
Team, set up to probe the alleged deaths of the four accused in the rape and throwing acid on two women engineering state government transferred IPS officer 
encounter, to conduct a thorough murder of a veterinarian at Chattanpally students in Warangal on December 10. S V C Sajjanar, who was Cyberabad Police 
investigation. Sources say if the in Shadnagar on the outskirts of Srinivas, an engineering drop-out, and his Commissioner when the alleged 
government is forced to act against the Hyderabad on November 27, 2019. The two friends, B Sanjay and P Hari Krishna, encounter killing happened, to the 
policemen allegedly involved in the Telangana government, which was under were arrested by Warangal district police Telangana State Road Transport 
December 6, 2019, encounter, it may pressure from people to bring the alleged a day later. Warangal police claimed they Corporation. The Commission, which 
throw open the door for litigation in other rapists to instant justice in the rape and acted in self-defence when the three asked Sajjanar 160 questions, noted that 
encounters cases too. While the murder, did not condemn the alleged accused allegedly tried to attack the his replies were inconsistent. The 
Cyberabad Police was then hailed for the encounter killing of the four accused, two police with a country-made revolver and government also allegedly did not push 
alleged encounter, senior minister of whom are now proven to be minors. knives in a bid to escape. In this case, too, the Special Investigation Team, set up to 
Talasani Srinivas Yadav had said that the While the Cyberabad Police was then the Warangal Police was widely hailed by probe the alleged encounter, to conduct a 
police action could not have happened hailed for the alleged encounter, senior people for the ‘instant justice’ meted out thorough investigation.
without the support of the government. As minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav had said to the three accused. People had Sources say if the government is forced to 
the Sirpurkar Commission posed tough that the police action could not have celebrated by bursting crackers and act against the policemen allegedly 
questions during its investigation and happened without the support of the distributing sweets.involved in the December 6, 2019, 

Wild Poliovirus Case: First case in 30 years, 
infected child started experiencing paralysis

N e w  D e l h i :  

1992. The infected child started effective immunization campaigns to 
experiencing paralysis towards the end stop the virus and protect children 
of March. Genomic sequencing from its harmful effects."  . In 
analysis indicates that the newly response to the Malawi outbreak, 
confirmed case is linked to a strain Mozambique recently conducted two 
circulating in Pakistan in 2019, similar large-scale immunization campaigns 
to the case reported in Malawi earlier – in which 4.2 million children were 
this year, the WHO said. vaccinated against the disease. 

Polio is transmitted primarily through Efforts are currently underway to 
contaminated water and food or strengthen disease surveillance in 
through contact with an infected Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, 

spreads," said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, person. Viruses can cause paralysis, Zambia and Zimbabwe. All those 
director of the World Health Organization which are sometimes fatal. c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  m a s s  
in Africa. The Mozambique incident and the former immunization, with plans to reach 23 

Support from the United Nations . An in Malawi do not affect Africa's wild million children aged five, and polio 
investigation is being conducted in poliovirus-free certification, as the strain vaccinations will be administered in the 
Mozambique to determine the extent of of the virus is not endemic, the WHO coming weeks, the WHO confirmed. 
risk posed by new cases of wild insists. Africa was declared indigenous Wild poliovirus is endemic only in 
polioviruas and the need for targeted wild polio-free in August 2020 after Afghanistan and Pakistan. Polio is highly T h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h  
response. 2. Preliminary analysis of eliminating all forms of wild polio in the contagious, and mainly affects children Organization (WHO) Regional Office for 
samples collected from three contacts of region. "The discovery of another case of under the age of five. There is no cure for Africa said in a press release that this year 
newly detected cases, all of them were wild poliovirus in The African is polio, and it can only be prevented with marks the second imported case of wild 
negative for wild poliovirus type 1. WHO extremely worrying, though not vaccination. Children around the world poliovirus in South Africa after an 
said, "We support governments in South surprising, due to the recent outbreak in are at risk of wild polio type 1 until the outbreak in Malawi in mid-February. The 
Africa to strengthen the fight against Malawi. However, it shows how virus is eradicated in the last remaining only case so far, the country's first since 
polio including conducting large-scale, dangerous this virus is and how fast it regions where it is still circulating. 

New Delhi: Water supply is expected to be hit in North 
Delhi, North West Delhi, West Delhi and Part of South 
Delhi including Delhi Cantt as informed by the Delhi 
Jal Board on Saturday (May 21). This has been 
attributed to the depletion and drying of the Yamuna 
river which is the main source of water for the national 
capital. The water crisis comes at a time when the 
demand for water is high as Delhiites reel from 
sweltering heatwaves.

Regarding the same, the Delhi Jal Board had shared an 
official statement on Twitter which read: "Due to 
depletion of pond level at Wazirabad and maximum 
possible diversion from CLC towards Wazirabad and 
flow fluctuation in DSB & CLC also excessive floating 
materials in CLC DSB at Intake Haiderpur, the clear 
water production has been affected from water 
treatment plants at Haiderpur Phase-I, Phase-II, 
Bawana. However, the situation is being reviewed 
constantly." Due to depletion of pond level at 
Wazirabad and maximum possible diversion from 
CLC towards Wazirabad and flow fluctuation in DSB 
& CLC also excessive floating materials in CLC/DSB 
at Intake Haiderpur.#DJBWaterAlert #DJB4U 
#DjbOnMissionMode pic.twitter.com/4Us1fRTxWz  
Delhi Jal Board (@DelhiJalBoard) May 21, 2022  The 
clear water production has been affected from water 
treatment plants at Haiderpur Phase-I, Phase-II, 
Bawana. However, the Situation is being reviewed 
constantly. It further said, "Delhi Jal Board is 
endeavouring to rationalize the water supply, however 
water will be available at low pressure till the situation 
improves. The affected areas are North Delhi, North 
West Delhi, West Delhi and Part of South Delhi 
including Delhi Cann. and the command area of Deer 
Park.Therefore, the public is requested to make 
judicious use of water. They may also contact the 
Central Control Room at telephone Nos. 1916: 
23527679 23634469 for water-related problems i.e 
demand of tankers etc. Inconvenience to the public is 
regretted."

"This Is Unmatchable": PM Modi's Q&A 
Session Delights Badminton Champs

Pics: Kedarnath Becomes Sea Of 
Garbage Amid Char Dham Yatra

New Delhi: Senior Congress 
leader P Chidambaram today 
said whether the states can 
afford to give up revenue from 
VAT on petrol and diesel unless 
the Centre devolves more 
funds or gives them more 
grants, likening their situation 
to being between "the devil and 
the deep sea".

The former finance minister's 
remarks come a day after the 
government announced ? 8 per 
litre cut in excise duty on petrol 
and ? 6 reduction on diesel. 
"The notification on reduction 
of duty on Petrol and Diesel is 
now available. FM used the 
words 'Excise Duty', but the 
reduction is in Additional 
Excise Duty which is not 
shared with the states. Hence, 
contrary to what I said 
yesterday, the entire burden of 
the reduction falls on the 
Centre. To that extent, I stand 
corrected," Mr Chidambaram 
said. The states are getting very 
little by way of share of duties 
on petrol and diesel, he said, 
noting that their revenue is 
from VAT on petrol and diesel. 
"I wonder if they can afford to 
give up that revenue unless the 
Centre devolved more funds or 
gave them more grants," Mr 
Chidambaram said.  The 
situation is like being between 
"the devil and the deep sea", he 
said in a series of tweets. Petrol 
price yesterday was reduced by 
? 8.69 per litre and that of diesel 
by ? 7.05 per litre following the 
government's decision to cut 
excise duty on auto fuels, 
giving relief to consumers 
battered by high fuel prices that 
had pushed inflation to a record 
high.

SC panel report on action against ‘encounter’ 
cops may put Telangana govt in a bind

Watch: Water Cans Chained In 
This Delhi Locality As Crisis 
Deepens
New Delhi: With Delhi's water crisis worsening, 

desperate scenes came to the fore as people chained 
their cans together while filling those from water tanks.

The national capital has been facing a water supply 
shortage with Yamuna River nearly drying up, adding 
to the issues caused by an immense and record 
heatwave witnessed this year. Meanwhile, there also 
has been an official warning of supply disruptions in 
parts of the city. In Kusumpur Pahari, Vasant Vihar, 
people were seen keeping their cans chained as they 
filled those up from tankers.

Though water tankers make routine visit to the area, 
residents say they are more dependent on a borewell in 
the locality. If the water in the tankers finish by our turn 
comes, quarrel breaks out, news agency ANI quoted 
Bhanmati, a local, as saying. Meanwhile, the 
Wazirabad pond level has dropped to its lowest this 
year, PTI quoted an official as saying. "Yamuna river is 
almost dry," said the official. The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) 
informed yesterday that water supply will be affected in 
parts of north, north-west, west and south Delhi, and 
Delhi Cantonment. In these areas, water will be 
available at low pressure till the situation improves, it 
said. "Due to depletion of pond level at Wazirabad and 
maximum possible diversion from CLC (Carrier Lined 
Canal) towards Wazirabad and flow fluctuation in DSB 
(Delhi Sub Branch) & CLC also excessive floating 
materials in CLC DSB at Intake Haiderpur, the clear 
water production has been affected from water 
treatment plants at Haiderpur Phase-I, Phase-II, 
Bawana," it said in an official statement. "Delhi Jal 
Board is endeavouring to rationalize the water supply, 
however water will be available at low pressure till the 
situation improves. The affected areas are North Delhi, 
North West Delhi, West Delhi and Part of South Delhi 
including Delhi Cann. and the command area of Deer 
Park," it said. To meet the city's water requirements, the 
DJB has multiple times written to the Haryana 
Irrigation department, asking for more water to be 
released in the Yamuna.

What Petroleum Minister Said On Fuel Prices Cut, Subsidy On Gas Cylinders

New Delhi: The Char Dham Yatra in Uttarakhand is 
seeing a significant increase in pilgrims this year. As 
lakhs of devotees are visiting Char Dham, which 
reopened to pilgrims after a two-year hiatus, the sacred 
sites' routes are turning into a vast garbage dump. They 
are littered with all types of waste, including plastic, 
according to news agency ANI.

ANI tweeted a photo of many tents spread across large 
swaths of land with majestic snow-covered mountains 
in the background. However, the area is completely 
littered with discarded plastic objects such as bags and 
bottles, as well as other waste materials, giving them 
the appearance of a huge dump.  The news agency 
captioned the photo, "Heaps of plastic waste and 
garbage pile up on the stretch leading to Kedarnath, as 
devotees throng for Char Dham Yatra. In a subsequent 
tweet, ANI quoted Prof MS Negi, the head of the 
department of geography, Garhwal Central University, 
as saying, “The way plastic garbage has piled up in a 
sensitive place like Kedarnath is hazardous for our 
ecology. It'll lead to erosion which can cause 
landslides. We must keep in mind the tragedy of 2013 
and remain careful.” Prof Negi was referring to the 
cloudburst in Uttarakhand in June 2013 that caused 
disastrous floods and landslides, making it one of 
India's worst natural disasters. The news agency also 
quoted Prof MC Nautiyal, the director of HAPPRC, as 
saying, “The tourist inflow has risen manifold due to 
which plastic garbage has increased as we don't have 
proper sanitation facilities.” The Char Dham Yatra 
didn't take place for the past two years due of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year, it started on May 3, on 
the day of Akshaya Tritiya, after the Gangotri and 
Yamunotri temples in Uttarkashi district were opened 
to worshipers.

Delhi: Parts of national capital to 

be hit by water shortage, check 

areas here

NEWS BOX

New Delhi: Union Petroleum and Natural Gas of ? 1 lakh cr/year to the exchequer," Mr Puri remain around ? 10-15 higher than in BJP 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri on Saturday said in a tweet. The Union Minister said, ruled states, the Union Minister said it is 
thanked the Centre for the visionary "This decision follows Nov '21 central time for these states to wake up and reduce 
decision of reducing Central excise on excise cut of ? 5 on petrol and ? 10 on Diesel. VAT to provide relief to their consumers. 
petrol and diesel and said that it underlines It underlines PM Modi Ji's unwavering "This is due to the refusal of their respective 
PM Modi's unwavering commitment to commitment to concerns of citizens and State Govts to reduce VAT. It is time for 
concerns of citizens and showcases his showcases PM's leadership in crisis, despite these states to wake up and reduce VAT to 
leadership in crisis. refusal by some states to reduce prices and provide relief to their consumers," he added. 

extraordinary supply constraints." Further Earlier on Saturday, in a significant step "Grateful to PM Narendra Modi ji and FM 
highlighting the fact that despite this second aimed at providing relief to people from Nirmala Sitharaman ji for the visionary 
reduction in Central excise, the price of high fuel prices, the Centre announced a decision of reducing Central excise on 
Petrol and Diesel in States like Maharashtra, reduction in excise duty on petrol by ? 8 per Petrol by ? 8/ltr and Diesel by ? 6/ltr, which 
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, litre and on diesel by ? 6 per litre. Making the will translate into a reduction in the price of 
Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and Kerala announcement in tweets,.petrol by ? 9.5 /ltr and Diesel by ? 7/ltr. Cost 

Modi. Former Denmark shuttler and 
India's current men's doubles coach, 
Mathias Boe, also got overwhelmed by 
PM Modi's gesture. "I've been a player 
and won medals but have never been 
called by my Prime Minister to 
congratulate, so it is something they will 
really cherish and will forever 
remember. Great morality boost to come 
here and meet him personally, and it was 
a great experience for us. I am proud to 

well.  This is something that is New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi be here as a part of the team," Doubles coach 
unmatchable". Interacted with our today met Indian badminton champs back Mathias Boe, who was part of the interaction 
badminton champions, who shared their after stellar performances in Thomas Cup with PM, said. Lakshya Sen, who helped 
experiences from the Thomas Cup and Uber and Uber Cup. During the brief "Q&A" India create history, said that the PM Modi 
Cup. The players talked about different interaction, days after the Indian team remembers small things about players. "He 
aspects of their game, life beyond scripted history by winning its first Thomas pays attention to small, small things. He 
badminton and more. India is proud of their Cup crown, the players spoke about the knew that Almora's bal mithai is very 
accomplishments. https://t.co/sz1FrRTub8different aspects of their game and their lives famous, so he had asked me to get it. I got it 

- Narendra Modi (@narendramodi) May 22, outside the court, PM Modi said in a tweet. for him. And he also knew that my 
2022 "PM follows the players and the sport, The badminton players said they were "proud grandfather and father also used to play. 
and his thoughts connect with the players. that we have the backing of our Prime These small things are very important. Such 
For the last eight years, I have seen PM Modi Minister". a big man is saying these things to you, so it 
interacting with the players and he had been Speaking about the interaction, one of the feels very nice to talk to him," he said. Last 
consistent with his words. Irrespective of heroes of the win, Kidambi Srikanth said, week, the Indian team scripted history by 
whether players win a medal or not, PM "PM took so much time out of his busy winning its first-ever Thomas Cup crown 
Modi always encourages them by directly schedule to meet us. He also called us ever since its inception in 1949.  The men's 
connecting with them. He follows the immediately after the final, and also spoke to team defeated Indonesia in the final, the 
players and the sport," P Gopichand said as us, and congratulated us. These kinds of most successful country in the Thomas Cup 
he shared his experience of meeting PM things definitely help all the players to do with 14 titles.

ZThe badminton players 
said they were "proud 
that they have the 
backing of our Prime 
Minister".

"I Stand Corrected": 

Congress's P Chidambaram 

On Fuel Price Cut

ZWild poliovirus is endemic 
only in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.

ZPolio is highly contagious, 
and mainly affects children 
under the age of  five.

ZThere is no cure for polio, 
and it can only be prevented 
with vaccination.
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