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PM Modi meets Japanese business leaders,
discusses investment opportunities in India

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Tokyo, May 23: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday courted top Japanese busi-
ness leaders, including Masayoshi Son of
SoftBank and Osamu Suzuki of Suzuki Motor
Corp, to discuss investment opportunities
India offers in sectors ranging from textiles to
automobiles, emerging technologies and
startups. Modi, who arrived here on a two-day
visit to attend a summit of the Quad leaders at
the invitation of his Japanese counterpart
Fumio Kishida, held separate bilateral meet-
ings with Japanese business leaders. He first
met electronic giant NEC Corporation's
Chairman Nobuhiro Endo, followed by a
meeting with Japanese clothing brand
Uniqlo's CEO Tadashi Yanai. This was fol-
lowed by meetings with Son and Suzuki to dis-
cuss investment opportunities. In his meeting
with Endo, Modi appreciated NEC's role in
India's telecommunication sector, especially in
undertaking Chennai-Andaman and Nicobar

Islands and Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands opti-
cal fibre cable projects, an official statement

said. He also highlighted investment opportu-

nities under the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme. "They discussed various

reforms being undertaken to enable ease of

doing business in India, including in industrial
development, taxation and labour. They also
discussed opportunities in India in new and
emerging technologies," the statement said.
On his part, Endo said the discussions ranged
from ways to contribute to smart cities in India
and NEC's plans to contribute to the country
in the field of education and logistics, among
others. Stating that Prime Minister Modi has a
strong intention to build and enhance capabil-
ities in India, Endo said, "We are very happy to
contribute to those areas."     Modi discussed
the rapidly growing textile and apparel market
of India and investment opportunities under
the PLI scheme for textile projects during his
meeting with Yanai, who is the chairman, pres-
ident and CEO of Fast Retailing Co Ltd, the
parent company of Uniqlo, the statement said.
"They also discussed various reforms being
undertaken to enable ease of doing business
for foreign investors in India including in the
areas of industrial development, infrastruc-
ture, taxation and labour," it added.

CM Bhagwant Mann for more direct
international flights from Chandigarh

Naresh Malhotra

Chandigarh, May 23: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Monday
directed the State Civil Aviation depart-
ment to immediately tie up with the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and Airport
Authority of India for starting direct inter-
national flights from Mohali International
Airport, especially to Canada, the US and
the UK. At present, only two international
flights are operational from Mohali
International Airport to Dubai and
Sharjah. Chairing a meeting to review the
functioning of the Civil Aviation depart-
ment at his official residence here on
Monday morning, Mann said since the
major chunk of Punjabi population is set-
tled in various countries including Canada,
the US, the UK, New Zealand and
Australia, this initiative would facilitate the
Punjabi diaspora settled abroad to visit
their native places in Punjab in a seamless

manner. To give impetus to the agro and
food processing industry in the state, the

CM asked the department to immediately
start cargo flights from Mohali

International Airport to make Punjab an
open market. He said the step would go a

long way in giving the much-needed boost
to the export of food products across the

globe, especially in supplementing mani-
fold the income of state farmers. Mann
asked the department to immediately con-
vene a meeting with the Haryana Civil
Aviation department to evolve a broad con-
sensus so that the Mohali International
Airport be named after Bhagat Singh. He
stressed the need to make International
Civil Enclave at Halwara operational at the
earliest so that the trade and industrial
activities in the vicinity of Ludhiana could
get a boost. To streamline the functioning
of Punjab State Civil Aviation Council,
Mann asked the  Civil Aviation Secretary
to work out modalities for giving prefer-
ence to the state youth in imparting flying
training to be fully equipped as profession-
al trained pilots. He asked the department
to intensify its efforts to upgrade CAT-2 to
the advanced CAT-3 system for facilitating
the flying operations in the low-visibility
conditions, especially during the dense fog
in winters.

Kejriwal Government to induct 150
electric buses in its bus fleet today

Nashir Husain

NEW DELHI :  23RD MAY: The
Kejriwal Government is going to give a
huge gift to the people of
Delhi today.  Delhi is
going to equal the nation-
al record of inducting the
most number of buses
simultaneously by induct-
ing 150 electric buses into
its public fleet.  These
electric buses will be
flagged off by CM Arvind
Kejriwal from the IP
Depot.  Earlier, Kejriwal
had flagged off two flag-
ship electric buses in
January.  The people of
Delhi will be able to travel
free of cost for 3 days in electric buses
plying on the roads of Delhi. These state-
of-the-art buses which are zero smoke,
zero emission, zero smoke buses have

CCTV cameras, GPS, 10 panic buttons,
ramps for differently abled etc.  Three
depots at Mundela Kalan, Rajghat and
Rohini Sector-37 have been completely

electrified and ready to house these 150
new buses. The 150 remaining buses are
also expected to be inducted in the com-
ing month. After being flagged off by
Kejriwal, these buses will run on major

routes of Delhi - Teevra Mudrika on Ring
Road, Route No.  502 between Mori Gate
and Mehrauli Terminal, Route No. E-44
will run on IP Depot > Connaught Place >

Safdarjung > South
Extension > Ashram >
Jangpura > India Gate
route. Any person can trav-
el for free in these buses
for the coming 3 days- 24-
26th May. Apart from this,
Delhi Government is also
announcing a contest to
promote its e-buses and
encourage more people to
travel, experience these
and spread the word. Along
with the free rides, Delhi
Government also urges its

citizens to ride its e-buses, take a selfie,
post it with the hashtag #IrideEbus on
their Instagram, twitter and Facebook
handles. The top 3 entries will have
chances to win an iPad. 

Gyanvapi case: Varanasi court reserves
order; verdict expected on Tuesday

Sanjay Kumar

Varanasi, May 23: The Varanasi dis-
trict judge has reserved the ruling in the
Gyanvapi mosque dispute case. The ver-
dict is expected to come on Tuesday. The
Hindu side has sought per-
mission for daily worship of
Shringar Gauri in Gyanvapi
complex and also permission
for worship of 'Shivling'
found in 'wuzukhana' of the
mosque. They have also
sought removal of debris in
the passage leading to the
room under 'Shivling'. The
Muslim side has opposed
sealing of the wuzukhana
area and seeks considering
Gyanvapi survey and case
with reference to the Places
of Worship Act, 1991. During
the proceedings, the maintainability of
the Places of Worship Act 1991 was
raised by the Muslim side. The bench
headed by Varanasi distinct judge Dr AK
Vishvesha also accepted the copy of the

survey report submitted by ousted com-
missioner Ajay Mishra. In another impor-
tant development, the Hindu side has
filed an application under 156 (3) CrPC
before Chief Judicial Magistrate for reg-
istration of FIR under Sections 153A(2)

and 505 (3) IPC against persons who
allegedly performed wuzu (between May
16-19) in the wuzukhana where 'Shivling'
was stated to be found. Notably, the
Varanasi civil court, as well as the
Supreme Court had ordered the site to

be protected, and alternate arrange-
ments be made for wuzu elsewhere. The
Supreme Court bench headed by the
bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud,
Surya Kant, and P.S. Narasimha on May
20 had ordered the transfer of the

Gyanvapi mosque case to the dis-
trict judge, Varanasi. While hearing
Anjuman Intezamia Masajid
Committee's plea against a Varanasi
court order, which directed a
videography survey of the
Gyanvapi Mosque complex close to
the famous Kashi Vishwanath
Temple, the top court said that a
senior and experienced judicial offi-
cer of Uttar Pradesh Judicial servic-
es will hear the case. The Court
also directed the district magistrate
to make appropriate arrangements
for wuzu at the masjid. The May 17

interim order for sealing the spot where
the Shivling was found, without impeding
namaz will continue till the Order 7 Rule
11 application is decided, the court ruled,
and asked for alternate arrangements to
be made for wuzu.

Dominica drops charges
of 'illegal entry' against

PNB bank scam accused
Mehul Choksi

New Delhi, May 23: In a relief to PNB
bank scam accused diamantaire Mehul
Choksi, the Dominica government has
dropped “all charges” related to his mys-
terious unlawful entry from Antigua and
Barbuda in May last year, according to
his spokesperson from London. Choksi
was taken into custody in Dominica, the
Caribbean island country, in May last
year after he went missing from Antigua
and Barbuda where he had taken citizen-
ship before allegedly escaping from India
to avoid charges of orchestrating Rs

13,500 crore scam in Punjab National
Bank in which his nephew Nirav Modi is
a co-accused. During the period, India
made desperate attempts to bring him
back with a CBI team stationed there
with a private jet. His lawyers, however,
had alleged that he was abducted from
Antigua by “Indian looking men” who had
brought him to Dominica. All the pro-
ceedings against Choksi of illegal entry
into Dominica were dropped on May 20,
the spokesperson said. “Choksi is
pleased that the Dominican Government
has dropped all charges against him for
unlawful entry in May 2021. By doing so
they now recognise that there was never
any case against him. Choksi was forcibly
removed from Antigua against his will by
agents of the Indian State, viciously
assaulted, and taken to Dominica by boat,
where he was again unlawfully handed
over to authorities for an offence he
never committed,” the spokesperson
said. The statement said Choksi’s legal
team would continue to pursue all
avenues for justice to redress the human
rights violations committed against him.
Choksi (62) was given bail by Dominica
High Court July last year to travel back to
Antigua to seek medical help from a neu-
rologist based there with a provision that
he will return to face trial when gets fit-
ness clearance by his doctors. While
seeking bail in Dominica, Choksi had
attached his medical reports, including
CT scan reports, which showed “mildly
worsening hematoma”.

Woman, daughter 
killed in road crash 

in Greater Noida
Noida, May 23: A 45-year-old woman

and her 17-year-old daughter died while
six other family members were injured
when a roadways bus rammed into their
car in Greater Noida on Monday morn-
ing, police officials said. “The woman
and her daughter along with six more
people were in a Maruti Eeco and travel-
ling from Bulandshahr to Delhi. Around
6 am, their car was hit by a roadways bus
on a road in Dadri area,” a police
spokesperson said. “Shrimati Singh and
her daughter Neha died in the accident.
Six others suffered injuries. Two of them
are critical and have been hospitalised.
All of them are from the same family,”
the spokesperson said. According to the
police, the crash took place due to the
“irresponsible and dangerous” driving by
the bus driver. The bus had been
impounded while the errant driver fled
the spot, the police said.

Court adjourns murder case
against Bitta Karate

Jayprakash

Srinagar, May 23: A Srinagar court on Monday
adjourned the hearing of a case against Farooq
Ahmad Dar, alias Bitta Karate, accused of killing
Pandits during the armed insurgency in the 1990s.
The case was adjourned until June 7 as both the
petitioner and their counsel didn’t appear before
the court. Advocate Utsav Bains, who is appearing
for the petitioner, has decided to move to the High
Court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh for seek-
ing the transfer of the case by citing “security rea-
sons”. The counsel of the family of Satish Tickoo,
who was shot dead on Februar y 2, 1990, in Habba
Kadal locality in Srinagar, filed the plea for adjourn-
ment of the case after he accused the J-K police of
failing to provide him security. However, police
denied the accusation. Of the four hearing dates,
Bains appeared in the first hearing when the judge
had asked the rival counsels to prepare formal doc-
uments to contest in the court. Karate as well as
JKLF chief Yasin Malik are in Delhi’s Tihar Jail on
charges of funnelling funds from Pakistan into ter-
ror activities in Kashmir. The NIA arrested Karate
in 2017 and Malik in Februar y 2019. Karate was ini-
tially arrested in 1990. He had admitted on camera
to having killed 20 Pandits on the orders of the
JKLF leaders. He later denied it, saying he gave the
statement under duress.

Will oppose if Rohtak village
land is taken away from society:

Bhupinder Singh Hooda
Rohtak, May 23: Former Chief Minister and Leader of

Opposition Bhupinder Singh Hooda has stated that his
Cabinet had given some land of Pahrawar village to Gaur
Brahmin Society. So, no government could take it away.
Addressing a press conference here today, the former CM
said the land belonged to the Gaur Brahmin Society. It is
theirs and would remain so. “Our Cabinet had taken a
decision after following the due process of law. The
Congress government had given land on lease to the insti-
tution for 33+33+33 years at a nominal rate. Even today,
the institution has a right on the land. If the BJP-JJP gov-
ernment decides to change this decision, the Congress
will strongly oppose it,” he stated. He also alleged that the
people of the state are facing various problems including
unemployment, declining number of jobs, back-breaking
inflation, uncontrollable crime, rising cost of farming and
debt. Meanwhile, BJP MP Arvind Sharma has adopted a
rebellious attitude towards his own party and Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar over the Pehrawar land
issue. While speaking during a function held in the village
today, he threatened to launch an indefinite dharna from
June 21 if the government does not resolve the issue by
then. “The CM wants to give Pehrawar village land back to
the Gaur Brahmin Society, but he does not do anything
with his brain (CM apne dimag se koi kaam nahi karta). I
am pained but am not against him. The CM made a state-
ment on Friday on the issue which was against me and the
Brahmins,” alleged Sharma. 

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar calls all-party
meet on caste census on May 27

Patna, May 23: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
has called an all-party meeting to discuss caste-based
census on May 27. "We
have sent the proposal to
all the parties for the
meeting on May 27.
However, some of the par-
ties have not replied to the
call of the state govern-
ment so far. We are wait-
ing for their response,"
Nitish Kumar said. "We
want to discuss each and
every issue related to caste-based census. The leaders of
different political parties will give their suggestions
which will be a great help," he said. Nitish Kumar's state-
ment came 10 days after Leader of the Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav met him over the issue. Earlier, Jitan
Ram Manjhi claimed that he has received a call from the
CMO office for the meeting on May 27. With this state-
ment of Nitish Kumar, it is clear that caste-based census
is likely to take place in Bihar soon and its expenses will
be borne by the Bihar government. In Bihar, parties like
the JD-U, the RJD, the Congress, the Left parties and the
AIMIM are in favour of the caste census. The BJP, how-
ever, has raised objections. Sources said that the BJP is
not likely to attend the all-party meet called by the Chief
Minister. Tarkishore Prasad, Deputy Chief Minister of
Bihar said: 
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NAME CHANGE
I, Shan s/o Habib R/o M-2-21/03,
Gali No-3, Near Noorani Masjid,
Sangam Vihar, Delhi-110062,
have changed my name to Shaan
permanently

NAME CHANGE
I NARGIS PARVEEN D/O
SHAHID ALI residing at T-85,
JOGA BAI EXTN. JAMIA NAGAR,
OKHLA, NEW DELHI-110025
have changed my name to
FARHA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Sachin Kumar S/o Rambabu
Sharma R/o House No L-272/1,
Ground Floor,Kh No-701, Street
No-9, Mahipalpur, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110037, Have
Changed My Name To  Sachin
Kumar Sharma For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, SHYAM SUNDER S/O OM
PARKASH residing at H NO-23A,
LIG DDA FLATS MOTIA KHAN,
PAHAR GANJ, DELHI-110055
have changed my name to
SHYAM SUNDER KHURANA for
all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, P LAXMINARAYANA father of
RAJENDRA NAIDU PAIDI R/O
QTR NO-303/3, BANA SINGH
ENCLAVE, SHANKAR VIHAR,
DELHI CANTT, NEW DELHI-
110010, have changed my name
from P LAXMINARAYANA to
LAXMINARAYANA PAIDI for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEERAJ S/O BOOTA SINGH
residing at B-159, MADHU
VIHAR, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to NEERAJ SANDAL for all
future purpose. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Tej Pal and his wife

Kalavati R/o 319-A, Chirag Delhi,

New Delhi-110017 have disowned

their son Govind Sahni and his wife

Pooja from their all moveable-

immovable properties and severed

all relations with them due to their

disobedience. My client shall not be

responsible for their any acts.

SUDEEP SHARMA

Advocate

OFFICE: W/1-321,

Chirag Delhi, New Delhi-110017

NAME CHANGE
I Suman Yadav W/o Sanjay
Kumar Yadav, residing at 1275,
Flat no- 302, Saraswati
Appartment, kailash puri road,
Ansari Hospital, Sagarpur, Nangal
Raya, New Delhi-110046  ,have
changed my name to Suman
Yadav. for all purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Virender s/o Rajender Kumar
R/o C2/154 Madangiri, Sec-04 Dr
Ambedkar Nagar South Delhi,
Delhi-110062 have changed my
name to Virender Meena for all
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, BALRAJ SINGH MALIK S/o
LATE DHULIA RAM residing at
H.NO-805, VPO-BOANA LAKHU,
TEH-ISHARANA, DISTT-PANI-
PAT, HARYANA-132107, have
changed my name from BALRAJ
SINGH MALIK to BALRAJ SINGH
vide affidavit dated 23/05/2022
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PARDEEP KUMAR son of Shri
Charan Singh resident of Plot No.
18, Kh.No. 173, Shahbad
Mohammadpur, New Delhi-110061
have changed my name from
PARDEEP KUMAR to PRADEEP
KUMAR for all future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Ram Niwas S/o Man Singh
Jakhar R/o B-201 Witer Hills
Sewak Park Uttam Nagar Delhi-
110059 Have Changed my name
to Ram Niwas Jakhar For All
Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Laltesh W/o Ram Niwas Jakhar
R/o B-201 Witer Hills Sewak Park
Uttam Nagar Delhi-110059 Have
Changed my name to Laltesh
Devi For All Purpose
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of a debt-ridden state. The economic potential of Old is worth its weight in gold — this is the realisation 
heritage is indisputable.that seems to have dawned upon the West Bengal 

government. It has decided to renovate a cluster of  The preservation of these buildings and their thoughtful 
palatial properties across the state to promote ‘rajbari commercialization, could, in turn, strengthen local 
tourism’ as part of its “Experience Bengal” economies: this is especially important given the blow 
programme. An initiative to market the project and that the informal sector and the rural economy have 
launch a manpower-training programme has been suffered at the hands of the pandemic. Yet another 
planned at some 100- odd rajbaris and mansions in unintended, but crucial, consequence could be the 
Bengal’s districts. Fifty-six of these properties have kindling of public interest in regional history, an aspect 
already been identified, including some famous ones, that is unevenly addressed in the curriculum. Places 
such as the palaces at Mahishadal, Serampore, Tamluk, such as Tamralipta and Chandraketugarh — from 
Andul, Krishnagar, Sovabazar and Burdwan. Some of where there is archaeological evidence to suggest a 
these properties, however, are mired in legal issues sea-faring history of the region’s people — as well as managed to save the building, even though it still lies in 
regarding inheritance that the government is working on. Bengal’s crumbling terracotta temples deserve greater disrepair owing to a lack of funds. Perhaps Bengal can 
his is a heartening step. It is no secret that in spite of its rich attention. But care must be taken not to remould the past in take lessons from Rajasthan, which has shown how 
and diverse culture and history, Bengal is known for doing the name of commerce. There is evidence that in places profitable public-private partnerships can be when it 
precious little to preserve and protect the remnants of its where the renovation of terracotta temples has been comes to heritage conservation. The Union ministry of 
brick-and-mortar past. This disregard has been amply undertaken, Archaeological Survey of India guidelines tourism gave a boost to the heritage hotels movement by 
reflected in the institutional apathy towards conservation: have been grossly flouted. There is an additional introducing a scheme to encourage the conversion of forts 
as recently as 2016, the Chandannagar Municipal challenge. The whitewashing of history is, today, a and havelis which are over 75 years old. The owners get a 
Corporation declared the late-19th-century Registry national enterprise. Bengal must resist it. The feudal 10-per cent subsidy or Rs 5 lakh, whichever is less. The 
Building unsafe and issued orders to bring it down. In that legacy of these mansions must remain integral to this state tourism authority’s scheme bettered the offer. The 
instance, joint efforts by citizens and the French Consulate retelling of the past.potential of rajbari tourism goes beyond filling the coffers 

Learning from the past

JDU loyalist Anil Hegde all set to get Rajya Sabha berth

missing. Each candidate of the BJP in the state The Janata Dal (United), led by the chief minister of 
needs 10 proposers as per the rules of elections to Bihar, Nitish Kumar, is sending its national electoral 
the upper House. Before the process began, the BJP officer, Anil Hegde, to the Rajya Sabha on the seat 
had held a state-level meeting to discuss suitable that fell vacant owing to the demise of Mahendra 
candidates for the Rajya Sabha. But it was a futile Prasad, the owner of Aristo and Mapra 
exercise, as one senior leader pointed out publicly, pharmaceutical companies. His election is a 
because the state unit has no power. Everybody foregone conclusion and the tenure of his seat will be 
concurred that the two top BJP leaders at the Centre around two years. Everybody in the party, right from 
would decide the candidates. No rewards for its spokespersons to Kumar, went gaga over Hegde’s 
guessing who the powerful leaders are.  Hotly-candidature. They praised themselves and the party 
contested polls to the Press Club of India took place for having rewarded the man who was an associate of 
recently. It saw the usual barbs against the main the stalwart socialist leader and former Union 
Opposition panels of being backed by the BJP to minister, George Fernandes. Hegde has toiled loyally 
take over the club from the incumbent liberal and selflessly for around four decades; the Karnataka 
establishment. While the Opposition panel, led by native has even been staying in a small room at the 
The Asian Age and the Deccan Chronicle bureau state party headquarters in Patna for years. However, 
chiefs, denied any political backing, Harish the praise became too much for a senior politician 
Khurana, the Delhi BJP spokesman and son of the who vented his anger: “Actually the top JD(U) 
former CM, ML Khurana, created a furore with a leaders should be ashamed that dozens of less 
tweet. There are few places where the BJP is deserving people were sent to the Rajya Sabha but a 
apparently as unpopular as it is in the club.   A long-sincere party worker had to wait for such a long time. 
awaited cabinet reshuffle has been haunting the Even more shameful is that he is being sent to the 
Karnataka CM, Basavaraj Bommai. With more Upper House for just two years, not even a full term 
than a dozen aspirants elbowing each other to find a of six years,” he said.
place in the list of new ministers, Bommai has little  The CM of Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal, has taken and stuck 
choice other than depending on the party’s national to an unmistakable position against corporate entities 
leadership. His frequent trips to Delhi to get the and their political interventions. Many still 
party’s nod is indicative of the pressure his remember his 2016 statement that the Congress was 
colleagues have been mounting back in Karnataka. in Ambani’s pocket and that the prime minister, 
Even a visit by the home minister, Amit Shah, did Narendra Modi, is in the pocket of Adani. But when it 
not help calm restive berth-seekers who could mean Ashwani Kumar, as the special officer of the re-unified duty for allegedly going slow on desilting of drains to came to finding an ally down south in Kerala, 

trouble if ignored.   The Arunachal Pradesh CM, Pema Municipal Corporation of Delhi, which will be controlled widen the Yamuna. The bureaucrat found a way out Kejriwal had no qualms in joining hands with Twenty20, 
Khandu, knows how to spring a surprise. He proposed to by the Centre. The corporation was trifurcated in 2012, through the Delhi High Court. After a brief lull in the a ‘corporate’ political party funded by Kitex Garments, 
the alumni of the Ramakrishna Mission School in Tirap and the term of the incumbent councils ended this week. Delhi versus Centre battle, hostilities are expected to the second-largest kids’ garments makers in the world. 
district to pay the institution back for its service by Until polls are held, Kumar will hold sway on civic resume soon.Their People’s Welfare Alliance has set its aim sky-high. 
constructing a state-of-the art convention hall as the services for more than one crore citizens, as well as take a It remains to be seen how the Aam Aadmi Party and   With the elections to the Rajya Sabha imminent, two forms 
present one is too small. Khandu, who became India’s call on the ongoing demolition drives that have led to Kejriwal would manoeuvre the maze of allegations, were doing the rounds among the Bharatiya Janata Party 
youngest CM in 2016, not only stumped his audience but militant protests across the city. He is effectively the ranging from pumping effluents into a river to over 70 members of the legislative assembly in Bihar along with 
also connected with them with his candour. His growing second power centre in the capital’s administration after violations detected by the labour department against instructions to sign as a ‘proposer’ for the candidates that 
experience of leading a politically complex state since the CM — with whom he has had several conflicts Kitex. The woes of the Delhi CM do not end there. The the party will field. The legislators meekly obeyed the 
2016 is showing.already. Kejriwal had accused Kumar of dereliction of Centre has appointed the Puducherry chief secretary, command even though the names of the candidates were 

October 2, 2022 is still a long time away. Anything may 
happen in the four months and more between now and that 
date in India — politically, epidemiologically, seismically 
and, of course, to individual destinies, requiring plans to 
be modified, changed, even dropped. Gandhi has a telling 
Hindi quotation of unknown origin in his autobiography: 
“khabar nahin jab agle pal ki, samajh mana ko jane kal ki 
(When the coming moment we cannot know, Who can tell 
how it will be tomorrow).”

And, yet, Prashant Kishor has said, with calendar-pivoted 
confidence, that on this coming Gandhi Jayanti he is 
going to commence a 3,000-kilometre-long padayatra 
from Champaran in Bihar, the site of Gandhi’s first 
satyagraha in India. Kishor has said his padayatra, starting 
from Champaran, will cover “most of Bihar” and will be 
for the “uplift of Bihar”.  May the plan go well for him, for 
Bihar. And for India. I say this for a set of inter-connected 
reasons — historical, political, social and, in today’s 
India, existential. But before I proceed, let me clarify that 
I cannot claim to know Prashant Kishor. I have met him 
but once, over a year ago, when he did me the courtesy of a 
call in our home in Chennai. He came alone and left 
unescorted, I think in an auto or Uber, after an hour’s talk 
in a mix of homely Hindi and very practical, expressive Bihar and the concept of ‘Jan Suraj’, I was not surprised. Champaran where his aim, the ending of tinkathia, was 
English. I could see that he knew what self-reliance This may have struck most people as a U-turn and a specific, clear and a sharply-defined end in itself.  All this 
means. Those were times when Covid-19 was a real, shock-move. To me it was not so, for he had shared with helped Gandhi’s work.  Kishor has started on his plan of 
active and forbidding presence. He kept his face-mask on me his then still formative plans. Prashant Kishor’s his own accord. He has to generate his own momentum, 
throughout the conversation, declining even the simple specialisation has been creating a path to the red-carpeted motivate others around him. He has a general goal — 
offer of tea or ‘Chennai filter coffee’. I could see that grand stairway to the Throne Rooms of power. But the ‘Bihar’s uplift’ and Jan Suraj — not a short-form agenda. 
Prashant Kishor knew, along with self-reliance, what Bihar Jan Suraj plan of his will lead to no such grandiose The government of the day will be sceptical about his 
caution means. That was just before the elections to the thing. It will, instead, lead to a wilderness of dire intentions and politicians opposed to the government of 
assemblies of West Bengal and Tamil Nadu. Knowing his aspirations, a desert of disappointments, sore grievances Bihar may prefer to watch him before they decide to 
advisory role in those tense days of electioneering, I and heated complaints. And it will also be one of support or not his padayatra. These circumstances will not 
naturally asked him how he saw the coming results. His arguments, fiery words from those who feel threatened by make his task easy. 
prognoses turned out to be surprisingly accurate. But he Kishor. He will be asked to say what exactly he means by To the extent that JP too is, for him, a role model, he may 
did not make these predictions with any cocksureness. He ‘Jan Suraj’, exactly as JP was asked to define ‘Purna wish to bear in mind that JP had a clear and popular plank: 
also said that there is still a margin of unpredictability Kranti’.   Given his experience with masses of voters, he anti-corruption. It touched a chord instantly with the 
about voter mood on the day of the voting and should is bound to have planned his responses, including people of Bihar. The Loknayak was literally that during 
something — anything unforeseeable — transpire practical steps on how to deal with the load of written his movement. As a man of self-reliance, of caution, and 
changing the mood, even a small swing across the board petitions he will receive, including hate mail. Prashant of great pragmatism, Prashant Kishor will need to give 
in all the constituencies, the winner would win by a Kishor has indicated that he will draw inspiration from the Jan Suraj and ‘Bihar’s uplift’ an easily recognisable 
landslide and the loser get buried in a last-minute defeat. Gandhi of Champaran. This is logical and apposite. But he definition and shape. He will need to find his Braj Kishore 

will need to know the difference between the Bihar What was most significant about the conversation was his Babu and Rajendra Babu. And he will do well to be 
Gandhi encountered in 1917 and now.saying, in response, I think, to a question from me on his mindful of the fact that Bihar’s leaders, Lalu Prasadji and 

long-term plans, that politics and elections have occupied 1. A motivated nucleus for Gandhi’s work already existed in Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, were both JP’s lieutenants 
him in recent years but his heart is not lodged there and Champaran when he went there — by invitation, not of his once and carry in their DNAs something of the 
that what he really wants to do is be with the people, own accord. And when he took up his ‘enquiry’, he was Loknayak’s unique legacy .  When we do not know the 
specifically with the people of Bihar, to get to know their assisted by two highly able lawyers from Patna — Babu shape of the ‘coming moment’ much less, the morrow, a 
problems first hand and then think of how those can be Braj Kishore Prasad and Babu Rajendra Prasad. He was kindly star will have to  twinkle on Prashant Kishor’s  
addressed through a ‘peoples’ initiative’. I found this ploughing a new but not a lonely furrow. 2. He took care padayatra  for him to  show Bihar and India the path to a 
pleasantly surprising for it reflected a readiness to move from the very start to keep the raj’s officials — governor higher politics I will leave this column with a final thought 
out of the six-lane highway to political power and move, down to the district officers — fully in the picture, thereby for him: neither Gandhi nor JP had to contend, during their 
literally, into a carttrack — an act in self-denial that is ensuring their engagement as sceptics at first, then as sayagrahas in Bihar, with the social polarisation that we 
altogether rare now. Needless to say, I mentioned to him neutrals, and later as admirers in varying degrees. see on the ground today. Prashant Kishor may be adding 
the example of Jayaprakash Narayan, something to which Fighting an iniquity on the ground, and the Indigo planters to his difficulties if he makes pluralism and secularism 
he, as a Bihari, responded at once with umbilical affinity. specifically, he took care to not make the bureaucracy his one of his cardinal goals in ‘Bihar’s uplift’ but he will be 

enemy.  3. He brought no national political agenda to doing something both Gandhi and JP would bless him for.  And so when he announced his plan for a padayatra in 

Perhaps Bengal can take lessons from Rajasthan, which has shown how profitable public-private partnerships can be when it comes to heritage conservation

Prashant Kishor and his Jan Suraj campaign

Letters to the Umbrellas are 
now a fashion statement

Sir — There was a time when longevity and 
complete protection from the rain were the selling 
points for umbrellas. Not so anymore. The luxury 
brands, Gucci and Adidas, have jointly created an 
umbrella worth a whopping one lakh rupees. But 
there is a catch: it is not waterproof and cannot 
protect the user from the rain. Expectedly, this led 
to criticism, prompting the manufacturers to 
declare that the product can be used as a sun 
umbrella. Sadly, the trinket will not be useful even 
against harmful UV rays. Is buying a criminally-
expensive, yet leaky, umbrella worth making a 
fashion statement. 

Sir — When the Supreme Court delivered the 
Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid verdict, it was 
hoped that a long and communally-charged 
chapter in the history of modern India has come to 
an end. But the sangh parivar has now turned its 
gaze towards other Islamic structures (“BJP turns 
to Kashi, Mathura”, May 20). The Gyanvapi 
mosque in Varanasi, Shahi Idgah mosque in 
Mathura and the Qutub Minar are being targeted.  
The law mandates that the character of places of 
worship shall remain the same as it existed on 
August 15, 1947. The government has failed to 
curb inflation and unemployment and perhaps 
needs a new set of deliverable promises. It 
remains to be seen how long the Hindu majority 
can be distracted by narratives that claim to set 
alleged historical injustices right.  Shovanlal 
Chakraborty, Calcutta  Sir — The editorial, “At it 
again” (May 19), underlines the aim of the Hindu 
Right to polarise the country with an eye on the 
2024 general elections. The contentions over the 
Gyanvapi mosque violate the provisions of the 
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991. 
It is shameful that the Bharatiya Janata Party has 
failed to condemn this. Further, it remains blind to 
the economic distress of the common people. The 
lack of a credible Opposition has led to this 
situation.  Sir — The courts must not entertain 
petitions that seek to alter the character of places 
of worship. The judiciary is overburdened. 
Resources should not be wasted on meaningless 
litigations. Sir — It is unfortunate that floods and 
landslides triggered by heavy rainfall killed eight 
people in Assam. The catastrophic events might 
be a result of both climate change and man-made 
errors. The torrential downpour also eroded 
sections of roads and railway tracks in the Dima 
Hasao district. This incident is a reminder of the 
consequences of development in a complex and 
unstable terrain like the Northeast without 
sufficient planning. The government has initiated 
several heavy infrastructural projects in the region 
without keeping in mind its fragile ecosystem. 
While the region needs development, it should not 
come at the cost of the environment. Sir — Nikhat 
Zareen must be congratulated for winning the 
gold medal at the Women’s Boxing World 
Championships. Zareen displayed great skill to 
defeat the Thai athlete, Jutamas Jitpong, 5-0 in the 
final of the flyweight 52-kilogramme division 
held in Istanbul. Zareen is only the fifth Indian 
female boxer to win the gold after Mary Kom, 
Sarita Devi, Jenny R.L. and Lekha K.C. Apart 
from Zareen, fellow Indian boxers, Manisha 
Moun and Parveen Hooda, also won two bronze 
medals in the 57kg and 63kg categories, 
respectively. This brought India’s overall tally at 
the World Boxing Championships to 10 gold, 8 
silver and 21 bronze medals across all editions.

Build anew: on Bengal govt's step to promote ‘rajbari tourism’

DELHI DIARIES | Arvind Kejriwal’s fondness for rich corporate entities, BJP top brass instruction to workers & more
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Pooja Hegde wins hearts with 

her gypsy look from Cannes. 

Fans say 'Uff, so hot!'

Pooja Hegde made a smashing debut at the Cannes 
2022 red carpet on May 18. Ever since she reached 
Cannes, she has been sharing stunning pictures of 
herself in different outfits. In her latest Instagram 
post, she is seen slaying in a smoking hot avatar for a 
photoshoot she did during the Cannes Film Festival. 
The star slipped into an embellished cropped cape 
jacket and matching pants set.
POOJA HEGDE'S GYPSY LIFE AT CANNES
Pooja Hegde recently dropped new pictures of herself 
from Cannes 2022. She captioned her post, "Life on 
the go," and used hashtags like #Cannes2022 and 
#gypsielife. In the photos, she is seen wearing a cream 
embellished outfit. She is seen wearing a cropped 
jacket and flared pants. Pooja styled her look with 
matching gold accessories. She centre-parted her 
open tresses, and her makeup is also on point.
ABOUT CANNES 2022
Cannes has returned after a gap of two years owing to 
the novel coronavirus pandemic. The 75th Cannes 
Film Festival commenced on May 17. Deepika 
Padukone walked the red carpet in a gold and black 
saree at the opening ceremony. She is a part of the jury 
at the prestigious film festival. This time, Cannes is 
celebrating Indian cinema. India has been chosen as 
the first ‘country of honour’ at Marche du Cinema, 
and on the opening day, a delegation from India, led 
by I&B Minister Anurag Thakur, walked the red 
carpet. The delegation included AR Rahman, Pooja 
Hegde, Shekhar Kapur, among others. This year, six 
films from India are being screened at the Cannes 
Film Market. These include Rocketry The Nambi 
Effect (Hindi, English, Tamil), Godavari (Marathi), 
Alpha Beta Gamma (Hindi), Boomba Ride 
(Mishing),  Dhuin (Maithi l i )  and Niraye 
Thathakalulla Maram (Malayalam). The poster for 
the 53rd International Film Festival of India was also 
unveiled during the inaugural ceremony. IFFI will 
take place in Goa this year. Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur also invited Cannes to IFFI Goa this year.

Aishwarya Rai gives warm hug to fan at 
Cannes Film Festival. Video goes viral

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attended the 75th edition of 
Cannes Film Festival with her husband Abhishek 
Bachchan and daughter Aaradhya. The family of 
three returned to Mumbai last night, May 21. During 
one of their recent outings, fans at the French 
Riveira caught up with Aishwarya and interacted 
with her. In a new video going viral now, the actress 
is seen interacting with fans. The short clip also 
shows Aishwarya getting a surprise hug from a fan.

AISHWARYA RAI HUGS A FAN AT CANNES
Aishwarya won several hearts during her short trip to 

Cannes. She also shared a special moment with her 
fans at the French Riveira. In a video going viral 
now, Aishwarya is seen surrounded by fans. A fan is 
heard asking the Bollywood diva to visit her 
country, Morocco. Aishwarya responded by saying, 
“Thank you so much, you’re very kind.” 
Meanwhile, another fan is seen leaning in and give 
Aishwarya a hug, to which another fan is heard 
saying, “So lucky.” The actress is hearing telling her 
fans, “God bless and take care.” The actor wore a 
pink blazer with denims for her outing.

AISHWARYA, ABHISHEK AND AARADHYA 
RETURN TO MUMBAI

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Abhishek Bachchan and 
daughter Aaradhya have now returned to Mumbai. 
They were spotted arriving at the Mumbai airport.

 turns on the bling on Cannes 2022 red carpet

Meera Chopra
Meera Chopra, who has worked in Hindi, Telugu and MEERA BRINGS SAFED TO CANNES

Tamil films, is at Cannes 2022. And while she's had Meera Chopra expressed her excitement about presenting 
her day in the sun, she is also walking the red carpet. the poster of her upcoming film Safed and debuting on 

Meera is at the French Riviera to present the first the Cannes red carpet. She said, "I am really excited to 
look of her film, Safed, and make her big Cannes make my Cannes debut this year. It’s too overwhelming 

debut. Naturally, she is excited, and the smile on since I will be representing my film Safed and also 
her face in this red-carpet photograph says it walking the prestigious red carpet. So, it’s a double 

all. whammy for me and also a big responsibility." Directed 
MEERA IS PRETTY IN PINK AT CANNES by Sandeep Singh and produced by Vinod Bhanushal, 

2022 Sandeep and Ajay Harinath Singh, Safed is a love story 
featuring Meera Chopra and Abhay Verma in the lead. Meera Chopra is excited to present the first 
The first look of the film was unveiled at Cannes 2022 on look of her film, Safed, at the 75th Cannes 
May 20. Just a few days before heading to Cannes, Meera Film Festival. And it is also her Cannes 
Chopra announced Safed on social media with a post that debut. We can only imagine how exciting 
read, "Super excited to announce ‘Safed’ an and nerve-wracking both might feel. 
u n i m a g i n a b l e  l o v e  s t o r y ,  c r e a t e d  b y  Dressed in a pink gown, and flashing that 
@officialsandipssingh Taking the film internationally, bright smile, Meera Chopra walked the red 
the makers are heading to Cannes. The first look of carpet at Cannes 2022. Pictures from her red-
#safed will be unveiled by an Academy Award winning carpet outing have now gone viral. Earlier, 
Indian dignitary in Cannes on May 20th, during the 75th Meera Chopra was spotted rocking a gold 
Cannes Film Festival with the lead actors shimmery dress, also from Cannes. This, 
@Verma.abhay_ and @meerachopra, along with the however, wasn't a red-carpet look, but from one 
d i rec tor  @off ic ia lsandipss ingh,  producers ,  of her outings on the French Riviera.   
@vinod.bhanushali and @ajay.harinathsinhg. Co-Considering that it is her first appearance at Cannes, 
producers #kamleshbhanushali, @the_vishal_gurnani Meera is extremely excited. In an official statement, the 
and @juhiparekhmehtaofficial will also be the part of the actress expressed her joy over making her debut at the 
delegation. (sic)."prestigious film festival.

Tamannaah Bhatia 
has a Baahubali moment 

in Thailand

Tamannaah Bhatia made heads turn at the Cannes 2022 red carpet. The actress, who made her Cannes 
debut in 2022, was the talk of the town for her confidence and style sense. On May 19, Tamannaah left 
Cannes and jetted off to Thailand. History repeated itself as she had a Baahubali moment at the Asian 
country. Wondering how? Let’s find out! 

TAMANNAAH’S BAAHUBALI MOMENT IN THAILAND
Tamannaah Bhatia sizzled on the Cannes 2022 red carpet. From neons to blacks, the actress mesmerised 

everyone with her fashion diaries. Tamannaah, who left for Thailand from the French Riviera on May 
19, posted an array of photos from her new stop. The best part? Her Baahubali connection! Remember 
Tamannaah’s beautiful butterfly moment in SS Rajamouli’s Dhivara? The actress looked like a Goddess 
in white as blue butterflies surrounded her. While it was a VFX magic, Tamannaah dropped an array of 
photos where a real butterfly sat quietly on her shoulders. The actress tagged SS Rajamouli, mentioned 
the filmmaker in the caption and joked if the butterfly had watched Baahubali! Tamannaah’s caption can 
be read, “Miss B and her butterfly @ssrajamouli sir this time without the Vfx or wait maybe they saw 
@baahubalimovie (sic).”

TAMANNAAH’S CANNES LOOKS
Tamannaah wore an oversized blue shirt upon her arrival at the French Riviera. Later, she changed to a 

neon pansuit, a monochrome princess-y gown and a sizzling thigh-high slit gown for the red carpet 
event. Work-wise, Tamannaah will be seen next in Gurthunda Seethakalam, F3, Bole Chudiyan, amid 
other projects.
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Aayush Sharma Salman Khan's  quits 

Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali. Here's why
Aayush Sharma made his Bollywood with 

Loveytari opposite Warina Hussain. 
Nearly three years after the release of his 
first project, the actor recently featured 
in Antim: The Final Truth. The actor 
featured in the film alongside Salman 
Khan, Mahesh Manjrekar and Mahima 
Makwana. Post Antim, Aayush had 
started shooting for Salman's Kabhi Eid 
Kabhi Diwali. However, the latest 
update is that Aayush has opted out of 
the movie.

AAYUSH SHARMA QUITS KABHI 
EID KABHI DIWALI

A report by Bollywood Hungama states 
that Aayush Sharma has quit Kabhi Eid 
Kabhi Diwali. The actor opted out of the 
film due to creative differences. "Yes, 

the team of Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali had begun work and shooting for the film. But some issues seem to 
have crept up between Aayush and SKF. Following these creative differences, Aayush has decided on 
opting out of the project altogether," a source told the entertainment portal. The source further added, 
"Aayush Sharma started shooting for his portions of the film, and even completed a whole day’s worth of 
shooting. However, certain differences between him and the production house arose which ultimately led 
to him opting to walk out of the film."
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BeautyBeauty

Home remedies to 
cure dry, 

Flaky 
skin

Dry skin is a horrible problem to 
have. People suffer from stretchy, 
white looking skin that may even 

crack and bleed. Not only that, dry 
skin causes itchiness and 

discomfort too. Here are a few 
home remedies you can use to 

solve the problem.

Banana pack -
 Mash one ripe or over ripe banana until it forms a paste 

and mix one teaspoon of honey with it. Apply a thick 
layer of this mixture on face and leave it on for 20-30 
minutes. Wash it off with cold water and repeat the 
process twice a week to get moist fresh skin.

Almond pack - 

Grind soaked almonds to make a paste. Add some cold 
milk, lemon juice and besan (gram flour) to this mix 
and apply a thick layer on the face and other dry areas. 
Scrub it off once dry and wash face with lukewarm 
water.

Yogurt pack - 

Home remedies for hair-care in 

Monsoon

Hair care becomes a difficult and time-consuming 
job in the monsoon season. But it is also important 
for healthy hair to stay away from chemicals and 
outside treatments as much as possible. Well, here 
are some easy home remedies that can answer your 
tress woes -
For dry, frizzy hair, apply a paste of two bananas and 
honey and leave it for about an hour. This will help 
moisturize hair and keep it soft.
Apply lemon juice on your scalp for 15 minutes and 
then wash it off. This will ensure an oil-free scalp.

Be scorching hot at 

Soak fenugreek (methi) seeds in water overnight. 
Strain the water the next day and use this water to 
wash your hair. Methi is effective for many hair 

problems like hairfall, dandruff and 
dryness.
The rains and sweatiness due to the 
humid weather results in an itchy 
scalp. Add a spoon of vinegar to water 
and rinse your hair with this at the end 
after you shampoo it. This will help 
you get rid of the itchiness.
Mix two spoons of curd with an egg 
and apply it on your hair for 15-20 
minutes. Use this mixture as a 
conditioner after you shampoo your 
hair. It will make your hair soft and 
shiny.

Beauty 

Parties 
sack. "Do a double cleansing procedure to unclog 
pores — a cleanser followed by medicated face 
wash," says Dr Oberoi. If you have oily skin, do not 
work your skin too much because it will end up 
making your skin more oily.

Close pores
You must use an alcohol-free toner after every 
wash to close open pores.

If you sweat a lot...
"Use lotions containing aluminium chlorohydrate. 
It works as an antiperspirant. However, in some 
cases, it can cause skin irritation. So, ask your 
dermatologist first," Dr Oberoi explains.

Use the right makeup
Dr Sama Rais, dermatologist and cosmetologist, 
advises using makeup that is 'non-comedogenic' or 
'non-acnegenic' — it won't clog pores or cause 
pimples. 
Dr Poonam Wadhwani, cosmetic dermatologist, 
suggests, "Wear dark colours that hide sweat 
patches. For dark circles, try home remedies like 
applying cool tea bags on the eyes for 15 minutes or 
applying cucumber juice and potato juice."

this summer

Get this look
- Use a concealer and then apply a hydrating base 
that matches your skin tone.
- Use a light-brown or coral-toned blush.
- Apply highlighter on your brow bone, cheeks and 
in the inner corner of your eyes.
- A warm eye-shadow will enlarge and brighten 
your peepers.
- Line your eyes with smudge-proof kohl.
- Curl your lashes; apply a coat of mascara.
- Now apply a bright lipstick.

With Mumbai summer refusing to bow out, we are 
left to deal with a rather long stint of heat and 
humidity.
But are you letting it affect your social life, or 
rather, 'look'? Here are a few tips to keep in mind 
when stepping out for a party this summer...

Keep it simple
Beauty consultant Manasi Bhakade states, 
"Always begin day makeup with a sunblock (at 
least SPF 30), followed by a light oil-free 
foundation or BB/CC cream. Shadow and mascara 
on your eyes and a nourishing lip tint later, you are 
good to face the day." According to senior makeup 
artiste Sonic Sarwate, one should choose makeup 
that blends well with the skin and doesn't feel 
heavy.

Use concealers
Dr Geeta Oberoi, dermatologist, says, "Use 
mineral-based makeup and keep your base to a 
minimum. Rather than using heavy foundation, use 
concealers to get a flawless face."

Do a double cleansing
Removing makeup is a must before you hit the 

Here are some easy home 

remedies for the smooth and silky 

hair in monsoon.

Make a pack by mixing cold yogurt, lemon juice and 
honey and apply on face. Leave it on for 20 
minutes and wash it off with cold water.

Aloe Vera Gel -
 Apply a generous amount of Aloe Vera gel all over 

the face and leave it on until it dries. Wash it off 
with cold water. This not only provides moisture to 
the skin but also prevents ageing and acne.
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New Delhi: Gold prices opened higher in the key on India Bullion and Jewellers Association’s metals. Gold and silver have registered an 
spot markets of the country while silver slipped (IBJA) website showed. In the international increase after a month of continuous decline. 
on Monday, May 23, 2022. The opening price market, gold prices climbed on Monday to their The dollar has retreated from two-decade highs 
for 999 purity gold was Rs 51,248 per 10 grams, highest in more than a week, helped by a weaker and rising concerns over US economic growth 
up Rs 221 from Friday’s closing price of Rs dollar, although higher US Treasury yields have turned investors to safe-haven assets. 
51,027, while that of 999 purity silver was Rs capped gains in greenback-priced bullion, news However, the US Federal Reserve’s aggressive 
61,759 per kg, down Rs 245 from Rs 62,004, the agency Reuters reported. Spot gold rose 0.5 per rate hikes and balance sheet cuts will still be 
data available on India Bullion and Jewellers cent to $1,854.57 per ounce by 0532 GMT. major resistance to gold’s bullishness. The cut 
Association’s (IBJA) website showed. Gold Prices hit their highest since May 12 at in the five-year LPR by the People’s Bank of 
prices opened higher in the key spot markets of $1,855.91 earlier in the session. US gold futures China has supported the prices of industrial 
the country while silver slipped on Monday, gained 0.6% to $1,853.50, the report said. metals and crude oil, which has also boosted the 
May 23, 2022. The opening price for 999 purity prices of the precious metals last week. In Commenting on the gold market, Nirpendra 
gold was Rs 51,248 per 10 grams, up Rs 221 MCX, a pullback move can be seen so buying Yadav, Senior Commodity Research Analyst at 
from Friday’s closing price of Rs 51,027, while can be initiated at lower levels where gold has Swastika Investmart said, “Due to continued 
that of 999 purity silver was Rs 61,759 per kg, resistance at Rs 51,100 and support at Rs selling pressure in the global stock markets, 
down Rs 245 from Rs 62,004, the data available 50,500. Silver has resistance at.investors have turned towards the precious 

Top 5 upcoming SUVs to launch in India: 2022 Mahindra 
Scorpio-N, Maruti Suzuki Vitara Brezza and more

Gold, Silver Prices Gold rises Rs 221/10 gm, silver slips Rs 245/kg

Generation model arriving in the 
second half of the calendar year. The 
SUV upon launch will be competing 
against the likes of Jeep Compass and 
Volkswagen Tiguan in the Indian 
market. The 4th Generation Hyundai 
Tucson features completely new looks 
w i t h  c o m p l e t e l y  n e w  g r i l l s  
complemented by the LED DRLs. 
Moreover, the car features several 
pronounced creases, and the back end 
features split tail lights and an LED 
light bar that runs the length of the car. 

unveiled the SUV. The new Scorpio-N will be Citroen C3.
sold along side the current-gen Scorpio that will After entering the Indian market with the Citroen 
be renamed Scorpio Classic and is expected to C5 Air Cross, the French automaker is all set to 
feature improved mechanicals and greater launch a subcompact SUV, which was New Delhi: Entering the second half of 2022, the 
overall dimensions than the outgoing Indian automotive industry is expecting for a announced for India launch way back in 
generation. Both the 2.0-litre turbo-petrol and September 2021 is expected to hit the market in surge in sales as things go back to normal post 
the 2.2-litre turbo-diesel engines of the Covid-19. However, to keep the market rolling, the third quarter of 2022, most probably by 
upcoming Mahindra Scorpio are believed to automakers in India have planned for an July-August .  Ci t roen wi l l  offer  78 
come from the same family as Thar and onslaught of new product launches. While all customization options in the cabin and outside, 

the segments are picking pace, the SUV XUV700 but will be tuned differently. among which are 8 seat covers and 10 paint 
segment in India has seen incremental growth Maruti Suzuki Vitara Brezza India's largest schemes with dual-tone finish options.   
over the years. So much is the demand for carmaker Maruti Suzuki is all set to launch the Hyundai Venue Facelift Hyundai is planning on 
SUVs, that almost all manufacturers are giving new Vitara Brezza in India, that once held the bringing the facelift version of the Venue 
increasing preference to this body type. The top spot in the sub-4m compact SUV game. The subcompact SUV in the Indian market soon. 
SUVs are big in size, practical, yet value-for- freshen up Vitara Brezza will get a host of The new SUV is expected to launch soon in 
money as compared to equally sized sedans. We changes over the current gen model, including a India on June 16 with design and feature 
bring you a list of all the upcoming SUVs under more premium and modern design language, upgrades. Ahead of the launch, the car has been 
Rs 25 lakh to launch in India in 2022. updated cabin with new features and revised spotted testing a few times on the Indian roads. 

2022 Mahindra Scorpio-N Mahindra & mechanicals and added safety features as well. Recent spy shots of the Hyundai Venue facelift 
Mahindra's next-generation Scorpio has been Hyundai Tucson Hyundai Motor India Ltd. has suggests an aggressive looking front-end 
raking quite an interest in the India market and announced that it will launch the all-new design, a bigger grille on the as compared to the 
has been the subject of many leaked spy photos Tucson in the Indian market soon. Hyundai will ongoing model and rectangular in shape, which 
in recent months before Mahindra officially introduce its premium SUV with the 4th contributes to the aggressive design.

Jet Airways share price soars | 
Check latest on BSE, NSE

2021 when tax on petrol was cut by rob Peter more & pay Peter less!” Mumbai. Providing details of the cut in excise 
Rs 5 and that on diesel by Rs 10, she “FM’s exhortation to States is duty on fuels, Finance Minister Nirmala 
said. Basic Excise Duty (BED), meaningless. When she cuts Central Sitharaman on Sunday said the excise duty 
Special Additional Excise duty Excise by one rupee, 41 paise of that cut of Rs 8/litre on petrol and Rs 6/litre on 
(SAED),Road & Infrastructure Cess rupee belongs to the States,” he had diesel has entirely been made in Road & 
( R I C )  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  &  stated. On Sunday, he tweeted stating Infrastructure Cess (RIC), which is not 
Infrastructure Development Cess that contrary to what he said on shared with states and hence, the burden lies 
(AIDC) together constitute Excise Saturday “the entire burden of the with Centre. The duty cut, effective Sunday, 
Duty on petrol and diesel. Basic ED is reduction falls on the Centre. To that has a revenue implication of Rs 1 lakh crore 
shareable with states. SAED,RIC & extent, I stand corrected. The states are annually for the Centre, which coupled with 
AIDC are non-sharable,” she said. getting very little by way of share of the earlier duty cut of November 2021 will 
Total central tax on petrol before this duties on Petrol and Diesel. Their result in a total revenue loss of Rs 2.2 lakh 
duty cut was Rs 27.90 per litre, while revenue is from VAT on Petrol and crore a year, she said.

“Basic ED which is sharable with states has not basic excise duty was only Rs 1.40 a Diesel.” “The Union Government’s 
levies on petrol have gone up tax on petrol and diesel. Buy Now | Our best been touched. Therefore, the entire burden of litre. Out of Rs 21.80 a litre total 

substantially in the past 7 years. Though the subscription plan now has a special price these two duty cuts (made in Nov, 21 and central tax on diesel, basic excise duty was 
revenue to the Union Government has Before this round of excise duty cut, Central yesterday) is borne by the Centre. The duty Rs 1.80. Special additional excise duty of Rs 
increased manifold, there has not been a and state taxes accounted for about 43 per reduction made yesterday has an implication 11 a litre on petrol and Rs 8 per litre on diesel 
matching increase in the revenues to states. cent and 37 per cent of the retail price of of Rs 1,00,000 cr a year for Centre. The duty was levied. A Rs 2.50 a litre agriculture 
This is because the Union Government has petrol and diesel, respectively in Delhi. reduction made in November’21 has an infrastructure and development cess (AIDC) 
increased the cess and surcharge on petrol States apply an ad valorem VAT or sales tax implication of Rs 1,20,000 cr a year for was levied on petrol and Rs 4 per litre on 
and diesel while reducing the basic excise on the base price, freight charges, excise duty Centre. Total revenue implication to Centre, diesel. Petrol had Rs 13 a litre additional 
duty that is shareable with the states,” Tamil and dealer commission on petrol and diesel. on these two duty cuts is thus Rs 2,20,000 cr a excise duty in form of RIC and Rs 8 of such 
Nadu Finance Minister Palanivel Thiaga There fo re ,  s t a t e  co l l ec t ions  a l so  year,” she tweeted. Opposition leaders had tax was levied on per litre of diesel, which has 
Rajan said. “TN VAT is partly in Rs/litre & i n c r e a s e / d e c r e a s e  a s  t h e  C e n t r e  said that this round of excise duty cut would been cut now.
partly as % of price (13% Petrol & 11% hikes/reduces excise duties. Former Finance As per the tax sharing formula, 41 per cent of reduce the share of states in central taxes. The 
Diesel) including union taxes (incl cess & M i n i s t e r  a n d  C o n g r e s s  l e a d e r  P taxes collected by the Centre is shared with excise duty reduction on petrol and diesel 
surcharge). So Union cuts Re 1, our VAT goes Chidambaram had on Saturday evening states, while cess collections accrue to the effective Sunday has entirely been made in 
down 13(P) & 11(D) paise,” he tweeted.stated that the cut in excise duty was “equal to Centre. Cess constitutes the majority of the RIC and this was the case even in November 

Filing EPFO e-nomination online? 
Here's how to do it

Colombo: As the fuel crisis is 
worsening in Sri Lanka, tragedy 
struck a family after a two-day-old 
infant died as her father could not 
find petrol for his tuk-tuk to take her 
to the hospital in the island nation`s 
Central Highlands region. Shanaka 
Roshan Pathirana, the Judicial 
Medical Officer (JMO) of the 
Diyatalawa hospital, conducted the 
post-mortem of the infant and 
shared the heart rendering story on 
social media.

In Haldamulla, about 190 km from 
capital Colombo, the parents 
wanted to rush their baby to the 
hospital as she was showing signs of 
jaundice and was refusing to be 
breast fed. With the ongoing fuel 
crisis, the baby`s father searched for 
petrol for hours. Finally, when the 
baby arrived at a hospital in 
Haldamulla, the doctors had to 
transfer her to an Emergency 
Treatment Unit (ETU) at the 
Diyatalawa hospital. Due to the 
delay in admitting her, the baby`s 
health deteriorated and she passed 
away. "It was sad to conduct the 
post-mortem as all organs of the 
baby were well grown. The 
depressing memory for the parents 
that they could not save their baby 
just because they could not find a 
litre of petrol would haunt 
throughout them forever," Pathirana 
said in his social media post, while 
accusing the political authorities for 
failing to help people amidst the 
worst-ever economic crisis .  
Meanwhile, Education Minister 
Susil Premajayantha urged the 
country to help transport children 
who are starting their crucial GCE 
Ordinary Level exams on Monday.

"In the name of humanity please help 
and give a lift to a child who is 
getting delayed to go for the exams 
without transport. Also please don`t 
block the road for the students and 
the examiners," the Minister 
pleaded. Sri Lanka is currently 
facing a severe power and fuel 
emergency and is struggling to find 
dollars to import fuel and gas.

This customised Mahindra 

Thar wrapped in Neon Green 

has a unique road presence

Indonesia lifts ban on palm oil exports 
but shipments unlikely now | Here's why

Excise cut on fuel: FM Nirmala Sitharaman 
says burden to be borne by Centre

New Delhi: The Indian Air Force has 
deployed its An-32 transport aircraft, two 
Mi-17 helicopters, a Chinook helicopter and 
an ALH Dhruv for the rescue operations in 
the flood-affected areas of Assam. IAF 
evacuated 119 passengers stranded at 
Ditokchera railway station with the help of 
Mi-17 helicopters on Saturday, and 
continued its rescue operations with the help 
of airlift rescue teams (choppers) and 
provided relief materials to the people. 
"#FloodReliefInAssam Efforts are 
continuing to evacuate citizens and airlift 
rescue teams and relief material to areas cut 
off due to floods in Assam. #IAF has 
deployed its transport aircraft and 
helicopters for the task," IAF tweeted. The 
Indian Air Force SAR (Search and Rescue) 
operations were usually undertaken by 
deploying the Mi-17 Soviet-sourced heavy 
lift chopper. 

However, with the arrival of Boeing-made 
Chinook, the SAR ops has got an impetus, 
thanks to its large cargo space modified to sit 
multiple civilians. The IAF also utilizes the 
Chinook for transporting relief material to 
flood affected areas.  A total of 24,749 
stranded persons have been rescued with the 
help of the Indian Army, State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF), NDRF and 
volunteers. As per the NDRF Inspector 
Mahip Mourya, the teams deployed for the 
rescue operation have rescued 500 people 
from the flood-affected villages of the Hojai 
district." According to reports of the Assam 
State Disaster Management Authority 
(ASDMA), 499 relief camps and 519 relief 
distribution centres are opened in all 
affected areas, in which a total of 92,124 
inmates are currently staying in the camps. It 
had positioned 20 NDRF personnel in the 
flood-affected areas while working closely 
with the National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) and the state government. The 
ASDMA reports also suggested that a total 
of 8,39,691 people from 3,246 villages in 32 
districts have been affected by the flood, of 
which six have been affected by landslides 
in Assam.

New Delhi: E-nomination became essential 
for Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) 
account holders earlier this year, according 
to the Employees' Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO). This means that 
EPFO account holders no longer need to 
provide physical verification when filing or 
revising their EPF nomination. Instead, 
users can make the necessary changes by 
logging onto their EPFO accounts. EPFO 
had set a deadline of March 31 for EPF 
account holders to amend their e-
nomination for their accounts. If you haven't 
updated your EPF account's submitted e-
nomination yet, you can do so now by login 
onto your account. It's worth noting that 
EPF account holders have the option of 
having multiple nominees for their 
accounts. They can also give each nominee 
a different share of the prize money. So, if 
you haven't yet filed your EPFO e-
nomination, here's a step-by-step tutorial.

Go to EPFO website — epfindia.gov.in.  
Select the option for Service. hoose the For 
Employees option, then the 'Member 
UAN/Online Service' option. Log in with 
your UAN and password. Next, select the 'e-
nomination' option from the Manage Tab. 
On your PC screen, you should now see a 
Provide Details tab. Here. Save by using the 
Save button. Then, to update the Family 
Declaration, click the Yes box. Step 8: After 
that, select 'Add Family Details'. You can 
enter the nominee's name here. You can also 
nominate many people for your EPFO e-
nomination. To declare the total amount of 
shares, select the 'Nomination Details' 
option. 

New Delhi: accounting for about 60 per cent of supplier Malaysia climbed 1.67% Indonesia allowed a resumption 
supply. on Monday.of palm oil exports from Monday after a 

REASON Asked whether palm oil producer three-week ban, but shipments were not 
To ensure supply security, Indonesia Musim Mas had resumed exports, expected to get underway until details 

said it will impose a so-called spokesperson Carolyn Lim said the emerge on new rules aimed at securing 
Domestic Market Obligation company was still focused on domestic supplies of the edible oil. The 
( D M O )  p o l i c y,  w h e r e b y  "flooding the domestic markets Southeast Asian country, the world's biggest 
producers are required to sell a with cooking oil to hopefully reach palm oil producer, halted exports of palm oil 
portion of their products locally at the target retail price", noting the from April 28 in an attempt to bring down 
a certain price level. Indonesian government was still soaring local prices of cooking oil, rattling 

Indonesia plans to retain 10 million concerned about the high retail global edible oil markets already struggling 
tonnes of cooking oil supplies at prices. As of Friday, the average with sunflower oil supply shortages due to 
home under the DMO rules, Chief price of bulk cooking oil was at the war in Ukraine.

PALM OIL EXPORT BAN Economics Minister Airlangga 17,000 rupiah per litre, Trade 
lot before understanding DMO rules," added Hartarto said, adding their implementation Ministry data showed.President Joko Widodo announced the lifting 
the trader. A Jakarta-based company, which will be regulated by the Trade Ministry. Some farmers, though, cheered the ending of of the ban on exports of crude palm oil and 
did not want to be identified due to the Traders were on Monday waiting for details the export ban. Last week, farmers staged some derivative products last week, 
sensitivity of the matter, said it was also on the DMO and other rules to be made rallies across Indonesia to protest a 70% expressing confidence that bulk cooking oil 
waiting for details of the rules before public. "Sellers are first trying to clear drop in prices of palm fruit as refiners prices were heading towards a target level of 
embarking on shipments. A senior trade pending quantity that was stuck because of stopped accepting supplies because palm oil 14,000 rupiah ($0.9546) per litre, even if 
ministry official did not respond when the ban. They are accepting new orders as storage filled up. "There are no more long they were currently higher in some areas. 
contacted by Reuters seeking details. well, but demand is not great," said a lines at palm oil mills," said palm oil farmer Palm oil, used in everything from margarine 
Partially reflecting the Indonesia policy Mumbai-based dealer with a global trading Irfan, who said palm fruit prices in his area to shampoo, comprises a third of the world's 
uncertainty, palm oil futures from rival house. "They are also not too keen to sell a of West Sulawesi had started to stabilise.vegetable oil market, with Indonesia 

Mumbai. Jet Airways share price on Monday 
rose nearly five per cent as the airline is all 
set to resume its commercial operations. The 
airline in its old avatar was owned by Naresh 
Goyal and had operated its last flight on 
April 17, 2019. The Jalan-Kalrock 
Consortium is currently the promoter of Jet 
Airways. Jet Airways on Friday received its 
revalidated Air Operator Certificate (AOC) 
from the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA), Ministry of Civil 
Aviation.

On Monday, Jet Airways share price on BSE 
rose by 4.99 per cent or 5.65 points to Rs 
118.95. You can track Jet Airways share 
p r i c e  o n  B S E  a t  
https://www.bseindia.com/stock-share-
p r i c e / j e t - a i r w a y s - ( i n d i a ) -
ltd/jetairways/532617/. Jet Airways share 
price on NSE 4.98 per cent or 5.65 points to 
Rs 119.20. With the receipt of AOC, the 
Jalan Kalrock Consortium has fulfilled all 
the conditions precedent under their NCLT 
approved Resolution Plan. The revalidation 
of AOC enables Jet Airways to resume its 
scheduled commercial operations in India. 
This significant milestone also paves way 
for the comeback of the iconic airline in a 
new avatar with fresh funding, changed 
ownership, and new management. The grant 
of the AOC was the final step in a 
comprehensive regulatory and compliance 
process involving several procedural checks 
for the airline's operational readiness. The 
process concluded with the airline having 
successfully conducted a number of proving 
flights between May 15, 2022 and May 17, 
2022, with key DGCA officials on board. 
The grant of the AOC revalidates the 
confidence of the DGCA in the operational 
preparedness of Jet Airways.

?From the 2022 
Mahindra Scorpio-N to 
new Maruti Suzuki 
Vitara Brezza, the 
Indian automotive 
market is set to witness 
multiple SUV launches 
in the coming months. 

Assam Floods: IAF deploys 
Chinook, Mi-17 helicopters for 
rescue operations

New Delhi, Tuesday, 24 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES



SPORTS 11

New Delhi.  Birendra Lakra and SV Sunil smiled January’s World Cup, but India, being hosts, do likes of drag-flicker Yashdeep Siwach, 
sheepishly when asked how they felt playing in not have to worry about qualification. Yet, when defenders Abhisek Lakra and Manjeet, 
a team coached by former teammate and captain they take the field against Pakistan in their midfielder Vishnukant Singh and forward 
Sardar Singh. “It’s not weird under him. He’s a opening match, there’ll be some fascinating Uttam Singh. Midfielders Mareeswaren 
strict disciplinarian,” Sunil said. Lakra chipped storylines to follow. Sardar’s debut in the Sakthivel and Sheshe Gowda BM, and 
in: “He has been a role model. He’s always been dugout – he’ll be working alongside junior team forwards Abharan Sudev, Pawan Rajbhar and S 
known for his fitness and discipline.” It’s come 

coach BJ Kariappa – will be one of them. The Karthi will also make their first India 
full circle for the trio that formed the core of the 

other important thread to follow during the appearances on Monday. The youngsters will team when India clinched the Asia Cup at the 
tournament will be the return of Simranjeet immediately be thrown at the deep end when previous edition in 2017. Then, after heading in 
Singh. The forward last played in India’s bronze they open their campaign against Pakistan, who different directions, they are reunited.
medal playoff at the Tokyo Olympics against too have travelled with a young squad as part of Sunil, playing his fourth Asia Cup, a testimony to 
Germany, where he scored two goals that had a their rebuilding process. “We’ll need to his longevity, was on a sabbatical when he was 
decisive role in the outcome of the match. Since motivate them, guide them. If we get affected summoned to join the training camp for the 
then, he’d been nursing an injury and missed all by the excitement and the pressure of playing Commonwealth Games. Lakra was enjoying his 
Pro League matches as well as the Asian Pakistan, the younger players too will come retirement, juggling time between family and 
Champions Trophy. Simranjeet’s comeback, under pressure,” Sunil said. This young bunch, office work, when he, too, got the call-up. 
coupled with the return of Sunil and Lakra, will led by two veterans and coached by a former Sardar, who’d been earning his coaching 
be crucial for India given that the rest of the India captain, was selected for this tournament credentials, had been waiting for this 
team has little-to-no senior international a s  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  J u l y - A u g u s t ’s  opportunity. The Asia Cup, starting in Jakarta on 
experience. Ten players, who were all part of Commonwealth Games. With an eye on the Monday, might not be of huge significance for 
last year’s junior World Cup, will make their Asian Games, India had decided to send their the defending champions. The teams that reach 
senior team debut on Monday. This includes the second-string squad to Birmingham.the semifinals of the tournament will make it to 

Champions again: How Manchester City eclipsed neighbours 
United to become Premier League’s dominant force

Sardar’s coaching debut major talking point as India face Pak in Asia Cup

'New Delhi. forward like no other. During this time, Just days before Manchester 
and in the years to come, City flouted City’s attempt to win their fourth league 
financial rules, unlike any club before title in five years, Pep Guardiola 
them. Inflated sponsorship deals, compared his team’s consistency in 
breaking Financial Fair Play rules – the winning the Premier League to Alex 
Manchester club went into choppy seas Ferguson’s golden era when they achieved 
but when UEFA wouldn’t budge, the 

the same level of dominance. Perhaps, it 
Court of Arbitration Sport provided the 

was a statement designed to rub salt into Citizens with get-out-of-jail cards. 
the wounds of their neighbours. Maybe, it Money talked and titles started to flow. 
was actually the case. Meanwhile, on the other end of town, a 

The Citizens will certainly claim so. On club geared towards proactively 
Sunday, Guardiola engineered City to searching for the best deals in the market 
their first ever dominant run, winning yet was now actively trying to break British 

win the Premier League, but the writing was another title in a dramatic finale. His side came transfer records in a desperate attempt to close 
on the wall. In 2012, City hired Ferran Soriano back from 0-2 down to beat Aston Villa 3-2 the gap to City. In three seasons at United, Jose 
and Txiki Begiristain – the architects of and become champions in a dramatic manner Mourinho, an eternal rival to Pep Guardiola, 
Barcelona’s famed success in the late 2000s among heavy chasing from Liverpool. It had a net transfer spend of just under 315 
and early 2010s. The idea was to replicate the continues their tremendous run of titles under million pounds. The money resulted in Paul 
continued success that Barcelona enjoyed, at Guardiola, who was brought in by the new Pogba, Romelu Lukaku, Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
Manchester. The owners of City Football owners to launch an era of dominance.When a signing for the Red Devils. Mourinho enjoyed 
Group then built and opened a £200m football financially cash-strapped City was bought out his second season at United, much like he does 
campus – one that left behind Manchester of its life of negligence by Sheikh Mansour, at most clubs he goes to, winning the Europa 
United’s famed youth facilities in the rear-their initial days of playing catch-up to an League, FA Cup and the Carabao Cup. It was 
view mirror by some margin.English football dynasty was treated as a the most successful season that United has 

Just as City continued to lay the red carpet for ‘money can’t buy everything’ venture. Yet enjoyed in the post-Ferguson era, earning 81 
one of the greatest managers football has seen, City stuck to their guns, demanding that their points in the Premier League only to finish 
Manchester United embarked on life after football project had nothing to do with United. second to City and their record-breaking 100-
Ferguson and club CEO David Gill. It meant a Even though everything suggested that the point season. Alluding to how tough life was at 
litany of failures – Moyes, Falcao, Di Maria, cultural significance of the future of their club United behind the scenes, Mourinho later said, 
Blind, Herrera, Van Gaal – all came, all failed depended upon taking Manchester first, “I consider one of the best jobs of my career 
and all left United. City meanwhile continued England next and then chasing Europe. The was to finish second with Man United in the 
to wait while Guardiola took over the 2011 league title victory over United on the Premier League, you will say, ‘this guy is 
Bundesliga. And in 2016, they finally won final day sealed the question of how soon the crazy'”. He then added, “’He won 25 titles and 
their crown jewel – a transcendent manager battle of Manchester would last. Sir Alex he is saying that a second position was one of 
who could guarantee success and a path Ferguson may have come back next season to his best achievements?'”

PL champion Manchester City 
issue public apology to Aston 
Villa goalkeeper Robin Olsen 
after crowd assault
'New Delhi. Premier League champions 

Manchester City apologised to Aston Villa 
goalkeeper Robin Olsen who was assaulted 
several times by the home fans after the final 
whistle was blown at the Etihad on Sunday, 
22 May. The incident happened when fans 
razed the pitch after City had won the 
Premier League title for the fourth time in 
five seasons and proceeded to celebrate on 
the playing area. Several unruly fans ran up 
to the Villa goalkeeper and proceeded to hit 
him on the back of his head.

The Swedish footballer was attacked several 
times on his way out of the pitch before 
security officials came to his rescue and 
escorted him out. Villa coach Steven 
Gerrard was livid about the incident in the 
post match press conference and said that 
his players could not get out unscathed after 
the incident. He further added that the 
question about players’ protection should be 
asked to Pep Guardiola and Manchester 
City. Pep Guardiola apologised to Olsen and 
Villa after Gerrard’s comments, “I’m so 
sorry on behalf of the club. The emotions, 
it’s difficult to understand why the people 
respond in this way. Hopefully we can 
discover who it was and he’ll be punished. I 
don’t know how to stop it, you cannot put 
1,000 guards [around the pitch].” The City 
administration reviewed the incident 
straightaway and issued an apology to the 
goalkeeper stating that they will be 
launching an investigation and issue a 
stadium ban to the individuals responsible. 
Earlier this week, Premier League legend 
Patrick Viera who currently coaches Crystal 
Palace got into an altercation with a fan after 
he tried to harass the former footballer. An 
agitated Viera kicked the person to the 
ground and was just about to lose his cool 
when the stewards walked in and separated 
the duo. Speaking about the incidents 
former footballer Gary Neville said that it 
was absolutely ridiculous that this is 
happening in English football. He added that 
for years the crowd has respected the 
sanctity of the football pitch and have not 
walked in despite the lack of any barriers.

Nothing is bigger than wearing 
national colours: Umran Malik’s 
father Abdul Rashid rejoices 
India call-up

Probably my most special 
comeback: Dinesh Karthik 

opens up on the work put on 
behind the scenes during IPL

Cycling to success: Hard work and no shortcuts reason for Arshdeep’s India selection

We want to be safe in our 
workplace: Crystal Palace's 
Patrick Vieira after Everton fan 
pitch invasion incident
'New Delhi. Crystal Palace manager Patrick 

Vieira has called for workplace safety after 
Everton fans invaded the pitch and one of 
them got into an altercation with him during 
the Premier League match last week. 
Everton fans were all over Goodison Park 
after Dominic Calvert-Lewin's 85th-minute 
winner and at the final whistle of Everton's 
3-2 victory over Crystal Palace which 
helped them survive in the Premier League.

Vieira was stopped by a fan as he was walking 
towards the dressing room following the 
final whistle. The fan provoked the Crystal 
Palace manager, who then kicked him to the 
ground and had to be taken away by other 
supporters.

"I think the Everton incident is bigger than just 
that incident," Vieira was quoted as saying 
after Crystal Palace's 1-0 victory over 
Manchester United on the final day. ""When 
you look at it in the Premier League, there 
were a lot of field invasions that can cause 
trouble. "You don't know what can happen. 
As a coach, manager, player or staff, we 
want to be safe in our workplace. I think 
there is a big issue on the FA (Football 
Association) and Premier League's plate to 
deal with. Everybody has to take 
responsibility and see what is the best way 
for those things not to happen." The Football 
Association stated that it is investigating 
incidents of fans invading the field.    On the 
final day, Aston Villa goalkeeper Robin 
Olsen was attacked as Manchester City fans 
celebrated their Premier League title win by 
invading the pitch. Manchester City issued a 
public apology to the Aston Villa 
goalkeeper, saying, "The club has launched 
an immediate investigation and once 
identified, the individual responsible will be 
issued with an indefinite stadium ban."

New Delhi. SunRisers Hyderabad pacer 
Umran Malik was awarded a national call 
up based on his exploits in the Indian 
Premier League. After picking up 22 
wickets in the first full season, Umran was 
given a chance in India’s 18-man squad for 
the South Africa series, scheduled to start 
from June 9. The call-up was on the 
expected lines. However, emotions still 
poured out of Umran’s father - Abdul 
Rashid. A fruitseller in Jammu, Rashid got 
to know the news via his phone notification 
and beamed in pride after coming to terms 
with what had happened. "People were just 
coming in hoards to congratulate me. I am 
now going home and would join the 
celebrations. Just saw the news on internet. 
What could be a bigger achievement than to 
wear the national colours," Rashid told PTI.

"He has made all of us proud with his 
performances in the IPL and the way the 
whole country rallied behind him, we as a 
family can only be thankful. Pura desh ke 
support mila mere Umran ko," he said. 
Umran had self belief that one day he will 
achieve success. He had faith in his skill and 
talent and worked hard for it. It is 
completely his success and also Almighty's 
blessings. 

'New Delhi.  been with Kolkata for a while, but was not moment, if he fits in their plans or not. Kolkata Knight Riders kind of 
given a crack at the first XI. This time was a S imi la r  i s  the  case  o f  Varun  had it coming after the way they went about 
different story though. With such an Chakravarthy. Retained by KKR despite in the mega-auctions of the Indian Premier 
unsettled squad, Rinku was given a chance fitness and injury issues, Varun failed to League. Lack of options in the overseas 
and he took it with open arms. 174 runs in find his rhythm. He played 11 matches wicket-keeping department, Ajinkya Rahane 
just 7 matches at a strike-rate of 149 is and picked just 6 wickets at an economy as their first choice opener and a buying a 
breathtaking for an uncapped player. He of 8.5. Venkatesh’s luck over?dicy Englishman (Alex Hales), the red flags 
won KKR a game forming a crucial were present even before the tournament Fast tracking a rookie always has its 
partnership with Nitish Rana, and almost began.  After failing to settle on a problems and one could not help but feel 
snatched a win against Lucknow Super combination in the first half of the sorry for Venkatesh Iyer for the same. 
Giants with a blizzard innings of 40 off just tournament, KKR huffed and puffed in the Picked into the Indian side after half a 
15 balls. If given a chance, a 24-year old end, needing five wins from their last five season of stellar performances, Iyer has 
Rinku Singh can turn out to be a rock in the matches. To be fair to them, they won three struggled massively ever since. 
lower order for Kolkata Knight Riders.out of those five, trying to put up their best Speaking after the game, Iyer said that be KKR’s new identity? With Brendon 

performance, but it was too late. A total of six IPL 2022 Packages: Coverage The Cons There the failures come with his style of aggressive McCullum out, KKR need to think of a coach 
wins from 14 matches was taking Kolkata are multitudes that went wrong with KKR batting, well, the KKR fans can only hope. that suits there brand. If the brand is to play 
nowhere in this league. The Pros Shreyas Iyer this season. Let’s get to them one by one. What to look forward to? In a season of aggressive, they would surely have to change 
as a captain is a big step-up from an off-form disasters, there is always a lot to look several aspects of the team. But if a new Combinational changes Ajinkya Rahane has 
Eoin Morgan. Iyer is tactically adept and a forward. KKR will have to find a coach and a coach comes and imposes a new identity, will not been a T20 player for a while now, despite 
breathtaking player of spin, something that high profile name like current Gujarat Titans’ KKR be able to handle that change?his best efforts. 133 runs at a strike rate of 104 
KKR needed this year. In his first season with mentor Gary Kirsten or former Australian meant that Rahane had a torrid season and Big buys, small returns KKR bought Shivam 
the franchise where the team was being head coach Justin Langer will put focus back failed to give KKR the start which they Mavi for a stellar price of Rs 7.25 crore and 
chopped and changed on a daily basis, Iyer on them - in a good way. KKR need fillers in generally look for. It was baffling that a played him for just 6 games. Mavi leaked 
stood tall, scoring 401 runs from his 14 key positions, a good opener, a world-Brendon McCullum team, which believes in runs at the economy of over 10 and took just 5 
matches, making it a successful debut season. renowned keeper and a couple of good Indian going hard at the top selected him in the first wickets in the entire season. If KKR had faith 

fast bowlers might make this team look very The emergence of Rinku Singh Rinku Singh place. But at the end of the  At a point in the in Mavi, they would have treated him like 
different. KKR also have to begin their has been a known commodity in the domestic season, KKR tried out five different opening SRH treated Umran - told him to not care 
transition from Andre Russell and Sunil circuit for a while and he has scored a combinations in six games - a clear evidence about runs and focus on his plans. That 
Narine, two stalwarts who have.truckload of runs under pressure. He had of lack of planning and execution. What will clearly did not happen, and it is unclear at the 

IPL 2022 | KKR report card: Left with more questions 
than answers, it is a season to forget for Knight Riders

New Delhi. Royal Challengers 
Bangalore all-rounder Dinesh 
Karthik was selected in India's 
T20I series against South Africa, 
scheduled to be later this month. 
The India call-up, which will see 
Karthik donning the India colours 
three years after his last game saw 
big cheer from his section of fans in 
the social media. Karthik, who has 
been in a dream run in the current 
edition of the Indian Premier 
League has scored 287 runs as a 
finisher this season, at a strike rate 
of 191.

IPL 2022: Full Coverage Karthik's 
IPL franchise, Royal Challengers 
Bangalore, uploaded a video on 
their social media account where 
Karthik can be seen talking about 
the national call-up. "Very happy, 
very, very satisfying must say that 
this has been probably my most 
special comeback, because a lot of 
people had given up on me," 
Karthik told RCB in an interview 
with Danish Sait. "For me to come 
back and do what I did, practise the 
way I did with my coach 
(Abhishek) Nayar, things that have 
happened in the lead-up to the 
auction, and how I practised post 
that a lot of credit also to (RCB 
head coach) Sanjay Bangar and 
( R C B  d i r e c t o r  o f  c r i c k e t  
operations) Mike Hesson, I think 
the clarity that they gave me to 
execute the role that I wanted to do, 
in many ways (I'm) indebted to 
RCB for picking me and giving me 
that role, believing in me and then 
me coming out here and trying to 
do my best for this team RCB. All 
in all, a very happy feeling I am 
very excited overall." "A lot of 
credit must go to the selectors, 
Rohit (Sharma) and (Rahul) 
Dravid, because these days you 
have so many young boys putting 
up their hands for selection to see 
the skillset that is there and to 
believe that this is the guy we need 
for the (T20) World Cup, it is a 
very, very humbling feeling.

New Delhi.  home to prepare for India (laughs). It has followed by Singh having an impressive On Sunday evening, Punjab Kings 
been a tough journey for him and to see IPL in UAE in 2020, where he picked medium pacer Arshdeep Singh called his 
him wearing the India cap will be the nine wickets with an economy rate of mother Baljeet Kaur prior to the IPL match 
biggest joy for us.” Son of security officer 8.77 to finish as the third-highest against Sunrisers Hyderabad. While Kaur 
Darshan Singh, the young Arshdeep wicket-taker for the side. Last year, was in her evening prayers, her son would 
would be initiated into cricket by his Arshdeep emerged as the second-share the news of his selection in the Indian 
father, who observed him bowling highest wicket-taker for the team with squad for the five-match ODI series against 
inswing at practice sessions in a park near 18 wickets in 12 matches at an average South Africa. Soon, it became a virtual 
their Kharar residence. Singh would get of 19.00 and economy rate of 8.27.ai. celebration with team-mates Harpeet Brar 
him enrolled under coach Jaswant Rai in “Post the U-19 world cup, we worked and Baltej Singh joining the phone call. 
Chandigarh, which meant that a young upon his angles and also focused on his Arshdeep, who has impressed one and all 
Arshdeep would cycle from Kharar to wrist position. Exposure in IPL and with his control and economy, especially 
Chandigarh twice a day for training. Vjay Hazare Trophy made him a mature during the death overs, has been named 

bowler. I myself was a left-arm spinner alongside pacers Bhuvneshwar Kumar, “When Arshdeep joined the academy, I was that his cycle in the parking lot was missing. I 
so would tell him how to use the index finger Harshal Patel, Avesh Khan and Umran impressed with his ability to swing the ball. asked him about his cycle and he told me that 
for inswing and the wrist for the outswing. Malik. He had a high-arm action and his height too his cycle had broken and he had come 
We would make him bowl in a box at 5m, 6m, was good at that time. I remember that he “Arshdeep calls me prior to every match and walking to the academy from his home in 
7m, 8m on practice wickets. If he needed to would try to ball all the six balls in an over did so this evening as I was doing a path. He Kharar. He could have told me earlier but he 
swing, he would target the 5m box. If the ball differently. He wasn’t accurate at that time told me, ‘Mom, wadhai howe, I have been chose not to. That day made me believe that 
got old, he will target 6m, and to target length but his ability to bowl inswing made me think selected in the Indian team.’ I could not hold he has the passion to play for India,” says R 
and hard length, he would ball in the 7m and that this guy can go far in his career,” my tears and it was when his team-mates While the youngster would be a part of the U-
8m box. Apart from his own videos in slow remembers Rai. There was one incident that joined the call and started doing bhangra in 19 World Cup- winning team in 2018, where 
motion, I would also show him videos of made the coach sure that the youngster will the team bus that I realised how big the he would only get to play two matches and 
Wasim Akram to show him how he used the play for India one day. “It was summer and moment it is for Arshdeep. He never tires and picked three wickets, Arshdeep would make 
wicket going closer to the stumps and going Arshdeep reached a bit late for morning the only thing he would ask me is to massage his Vijay Hazare Trophy debut the same year 
away later, apart from how he would bowl practice, which starts at 5.30 am. When I him after his training sessions,” Baljeet told  before being picked by Kings XI Punjab in 
bouncers and then pitch the ball up to the asked him, he told me, ‘Sir, koi vi punishment “So, it will mean now I have to give him 2019 on the insistence of then coach Mike 
batsman,” remembers Rai. de do.” After the practice session, I noticed longer massage sessions when he comes Hesson. Three wickets in three matches was 
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Vidhyalaya and threatened the It also found that the midday meal was New Delhi: The Delhi Commission for 
authorities. The state of Nigam not being served in any of the MCD Women has initiated an inquiry into the 
Pratibha Sah Shiksha Vidhyalaya was schools. In the school at Aruna Nagar, condition concerning the safety and 
worse. The Commission was shocked the team was informed by the security of girl students at MCD-run 
to find used syringes, drugs, cigarette management that they were providing schools after it found used syringes, 
boxes, gutkha wrappers, and even two bananas per student each day as per drugs, and alcohol bottles on the premises 
broken alcohol bottles on the premises. North MCD orders. The same was not d u r i n g  i t s  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  f o u r  
The Commission has recommended being done in any of the other schools. institutes.The move came after the recent 
urgently filing an FIR in the matter. Availability of drinking water was also molestation of girls at a school run by the 

found to be an issue. The Commission Municipal corporation of Delhi (MCD). UNSAFE BUILDINGS
has now issued a notice to the MCD A team of the Commission, comprising Most of the school buildings were 
Commissioner over the lapses and DCW Chairperson Swati Maliwal, and soap. Also, several toilet gates were severely damaged and unsafe for 

sought a detailed action report by May 30. members Promila Gupta, Sarika broken or did not have latches inside, children. The unplastered building of 
The Commission has also sought details Chaudhary, Firdos Khan, and Vandana which raises serious concerns over the Nigam Pratibha Sah Shiksha Vidhyalaya, 
of the officials responsible for the dismal Singh, conducted surprise inspections at safety and privacy of the students. Delhi which caters to around 800 students had a 
condition of schools and has asked MCD four MCD schools — Bhai Mandeep Police arrests man who molested minor board installed by the North MCD in 
to take action against them.Nagpal Nigam Vidhyalaya, Aruna Nagar students inside MCD-run school At 2018 that read, “Bhawan ke chhajje 

(North), Nigam Pratibha Sah Shiksha Dakshini Dilli Nagar Nigam Prathmik 'GIRLS FORCED TO DEFECATE IN kshatigrast hai, kripya doori banaye 
Vidhyalaya, Kewal Park (North), Purvi Sah Bal Balika Vidhyalaya, the girls’ THE OPEN'rakhein (The ceiling of the building is 
Dilli Nagar Nigam Pratibha Vidhyalaya, toilets were locked from the outside and damaged, please maintain distance)”. DCW Chairperson Swati Maliwal stated, “I 
Mustafabad (East), Dakshini Dilli Nagar the students were forced to defecate in the Despite the board on the building, am shocked to see the hopelessly dismal 
Nigam Prathmik Sah Bal Balika open. Moreover, there was no water children continued to be taught there condition of MCD schools. These 
Vidhyalaya, Sanjay Colony, Bhati Mines connection in the toilets. The team found putting them at grave risk. Sources said schools are horror houses where students 
(South) on May 20 and 21. The team that even at 9 am (1.5 hours after school that parts of the ceiling and walls had and teachers are extremely unsafe. How 
inspected the school buildings as well as hours had started), teachers had not collapsed several times in the school at can a school exist without a security 
interacted with students, teachers, and arrived in three out of nine classes. The B h a i  M a n d e e p  N a g p a l  N i g a m  guard and CCTV? How can a school exist 
other staffers. school in-charge was also absent. The Vidhyalaya. At Dakshini Dilli Nagar in a building where a board has been put 

D R U G A D D I C T S  T H R E AT E N  students said that teachers generally came Nigam Prathmik Sah Bal Balika up by MCD itself, requesting people to 
STAFFERS, LIQUOR BOTTLES ON after 9 am. Overcrowding of students in Vidhyalaya, children were being forced stay away as the building is damaged?” n 
SCHOOL PREMISES the classes was observed in all the schools to sit under a tin shade in the scorching today’s world, MCD is running schools 

and it was clear that the norms for heat. where girls are forced to defecate in the The team described the condition of the 
teacher-student ratio were not being open. The situation is extremely alarming schools as “pathetic, unsafe and deeply UNHYGIENIC, UNSAFE TOILETS
followed. While the schools seemed to and urgent steps need to be taken to disturbing”. The Commission found that The Commission also observed that the 
have several empty classes, the children safeguard the future of children. I have the gates of each of the schools were open schools did not have a single functional 
were stuffed together in the heat in i s s u e d  a  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  M C D  and there were no security guards in the CCTV camera. The schools, as well as the 
limited rooms, probably, due to a lack of a Commissioner in the matter. The schools. The team reported that on toilets, were extremely dirty. Urine could 
sufficient number of teachers. situation must urgently improve and several occasions, drug addicts barged be seen overflowing on the floor in many 

NO MIDDAY MEAL action should be taken against.into Bhai Mandeep Nagpal Nigam places and none of the toilets had any 

Kerala Dowry Death Case: Husband 
Convicted For Abetting Student's Suicide

New Delhi: of IPC carry a maximum punishment avoid a fate like that of Vismaya. IG A Kerala court on Monday 
of three years and 10 years jail term, Harshi tha  At ta lur i ,  who was  convicted the husband of Vismaya, an 
respectively. Vismaya's father spoke to overseeing the probe in the case, also Ayurveda medical student who hanged 
reporters outside the court and said welcomed the verdict and told herself in her marital home in June last 
that his daughter has got justice. He reporters that it would act as a deterrent year, for dowry death and abetting her 
said he did not have words to express against dowry practices in society. She suicide.
his gratitude for the efforts of the said that dowry was the reason behind Additional District and Sessions Judge-1 
prosecution and the investigating the harassment and cruelty suffered by Sujith K N also convicted the husband for 
team. Prior to leaving for the court, he the victim which led her to take the the offence of dowry related harassment 
had told reporters at his residence that extreme step. under the IPC and various provisions of 
the government appointed a very good The court had on May 17 reserved its the Dowry Prohibition Act, Special Public 
investigating team to probe the case verdict in the case. Kerala Police in its Prosecutor (SPP) G Mohanraj told 
and a very good prosecutor. Just before over 500-page charge sheet had said reporters outside the court. The SPP said 

court, Kumar did not answer the repeated the verdict was delivered, state that Vismaya committed suicide due to that the court is expected to pronounce the 
queries by reporters on what he had to say Transport Minister Antony Raju told dowry harassment. Vismaya, 22, was sentence on Tuesday after hearing 
regarding the verdict. Vismaya's brother reporters that irrespective of the court's found dead in the house of her husband at arguments on behalf of the prosecution 
and mother too welcomed the verdict. The decision in the criminal case, there will be Sasthamkotta in Kollam district on June and the convict. He said that the 
teary-eyed mother, who was watching the no change in the state government's 21, 2021. A day before the incident, prosecution would be seeking the 
news from home, told reporters that her decision to dismiss Kumar from service. Vismaya had sent WhatsApp messages to maximum possible punishment for the 
daughter has got justice. She also Kumar, who was an assistant motor her relatives over the alleged harassment convict -- S Kiran Kumar. "This is a 
expressed hope that Kumar would get the vehicle inspector, was out on bail which by Kumar over dowry, as well as photos of verdict against a social evil and not just 
maximum poss ib le  punishment .  was granted to him by the Supreme Court. wounds and marks of beatings on her against one person," the SPP said. The 
Vismaya's brother too spoke on similar However, with his conviction, the bail body. Her father had said that 100 offence of dowry death under section 
lines. alking to a news channel from his granted to him stands rescinded and police sovereigns of gold (one sovereign is equal 304B of IPC carries a minimum sentence 
workplace, he said that while it would not took him into custody from the court. He to 8 grams gold) and over one acre land, of seven years and a maximum of life 
bring back his sister back, the verdict was taken to the district jail and will arrive besides a car worth ? 10 lakh was given as imprisonment. The offences of dowry 
would hopefully act as a deterrent and in court on Tuesday from there. While dowry to Kumar during the wedding in harassment under Section 498A of IPC 
may help countless others like his sister being taken away by the police from the 2020.and abetment to suicide under Section 306 

New Delhi:  A day after the Supreme Court transferred 
all cases related to Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi from 
the senior division judge to the district judge, the 
hearing will begin on the maintainability of the suit and 
first decide on the civil suit filed on the transfer of 
papers on behalf of Hindu devotees by District Judge 
Dr Ajay Krishna Vishwesha on Monday. Vishwesha 
has an overall experience of over 30 years and hails 
from Uttarakhand's Haridwar district. He is presiding 
at the present position since August 2021. Dr. Ajay 
Kumar Vishwesha was born in 1964 in Haridwar. After 
graduating in science, he studied law. He did LLB in 
1984 and LLM in 1986. 

In the year 1990, he started his career from Munsif Court 
in Kotdwar. Before becoming the District Judge of 
Varanasi, Vishwesha was the District Judge of 
Bulandshahr. He has also worked as a district judge in 
Saharanpur and Allahabad. He is due to retire in 
January 2024. Vishwesha will hear the matter after the 
Supreme Court order stated that a district judge should 
hear the Gyanvapi case on priority. The 58-year-old 
judge has taken several training courses to keep 
himself updated and just finished a leadership course 
from National Judicial Academy, Bhopal in March. 
Since 1993, he has, in total, attended 16 different 
sessions specialising in investigation of crime 
involving firearms, scientific aids to interrogation, 
different aspects of wildlife and forest act. While 
transferring the case to a senior judge, the apex court 
acknowledged “the complexity of the issues involved” 
in the case. This is reminiscent of the court’s decision in 
the Ayodhya-Ramjanmabhoomi dispute where the 
civil suits were clubbed and transferred from lower 
courts directly to the Allahabad High Court.

Amid heavy rainfall, wind speed may 
reach 90 kmph in Delhi-NCR: IMD

Not AK-47, pistol is now 
terrorists' weapon of choice for 
targeted killings in Kashmir | 
Exclusive

New Delhi. Punjab Police is on 
the hunt for two persons of 
interest for their alleged 
involvement in the rocket-
propelled grenade (RPG) 
attack on the headquarters of 
the force’s Intelligence Wing in 
Mohali earlier this month.

 The first suspect, identified as 
Deepak, is a resident of Jhajjar 
in Haryana, police sources 
said. He is directly related to 
Khalistani extremist Harvinder 
Singh Sandhu alias Rinda, who 
is believed to have staged the 
attack. Sources said that on the 
day of the incident, Deepak 
was handed the grenade 
launcher by another suspect 
present near the intelligence 
wing headquarters in Mohali's 
Sector 77. According to 
reports, several security 
agencies across the country are 
on the Deepak’s trail as he is an 
alleged aide and abettor to 
wanted terrorists. The second 
person wanted in the RPG 
attack has been identified as 
Guddu, a resident of Uttar 
Pradesh. A manhunt has been 
launched to nab him. Both 
Deepak and Guddu are key 
persons of interest who are vital 
to cracking the case, sources 
said. Punjab Police has arrested 
five people in connection with 
the RPG attack and said a nexus 
of militant outfit Babbar 
K h a l s a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
Pakistan's spy agency ISI and 
gangsters is behind it. Police 
suspect that the RPG attack in 
Mohali was orchestrated by 
gangster turned ISI stooge 
Harvinder Singh Sandhu alias 
Rinda. A native of Punjab’s 
Tarn Taran, the 35-year-old is 
currently believed to be hiding 
in Pakistan.

Used syringes, liquor bottles, unsafe buildings: 
Women's panel calls Delhi civic schools ‘horror houses’

Huge Storm In Delhi Causes 
Power Blackouts, Flights 
Chaos
New Delhi: Several parts of Delhi and nearby areas 

witnessed power blackouts due to heavy rain 
accompanied by strong winds early this morning. The 
bad weather also affected flight operations at Delhi's 
Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport with several 
airlines requesting passengers to check on their flight 
status before heading to the airport.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) said 
thundershower with moderate rainfall will continue 
over Delhi and the National Capital Region (NCR) for 
the "next two hours". The airport authorities have 
requested the passengers to contact the airline 
concerned for updated flight information. "Due to bad 
weather, flight operations at Delhi airport are affected. 
Passengers are requested to get in touch with the airline 
concerned for updated flight information," Delhi 
Airport tweeted. Airline companies tweeted that the 
bad weather in Delhi may affect departures and arrivals 
at the airport as they requested their passengers to keep 
a check on their flight status. In an earlier tweet, the 
IMD said vulnerable structures and kutcha houses 
could suffer damages due to the thunderstorm, and that 
traffic disruptions are likely. It also predicted 
thundershower with moderate intensity rain and gusty 
winds with speeds of 60-90 Km/h would continue to 
occur over and adjoining areas of entire Delhi and NCR 
during the next two hours. Strong winds and heavy rain 
uprooted trees in parts of Delhi which resulted in roads 
getting blocked. On Twitter, several people have posted 
tweets about their experiences this morning. 

'Quomodocunquize': Shashi Tharoor takes dig at Railways Ministry with head-scratcher

New Delhi: In a change of tact, terrorist organisations 
are now resorting to the use of pistols for targeted 
killings in the Kashmir Valley. Dropped near the 
international border via drones, these pistols are the 
newest challenge for security forces in the Kashmir 
Valley ahead of the busy tourist season and amid the 
Amarnath Yatra.  Based on inputs, the Srinagar Police 
on Monday arrested two hybrid terrorists from The 
Resistance Front (TRF), an offshoot of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LET) in the Chanapora area of Srinagar. Top 
police sources said that the arrested duo had received 
the weapons consignment and were slated to pass on 
the weapons to people in Srinagar who were planning 
to carry out a slew of targeted killings. As many as 15 
pistols were seized from them.

The recovered weapons are the US-made Stoeger STR-
9S combat pistol. These were dropped along the border 
via drones from across the border,” said a senior police 
officer. The US-made weapons were new and unused. 
“There is no doubt they are being delivered for 
targeted killings,” the officer said. “In January this 
year, two consignments with silencers were seized. On 
Monday night, a cordon-and-search operation was 
launched around a house outside which a Haryana-
registered car was parked. The Srinagar Police found 
the weapons in a gunny bag kept in the car. The police 
believe that the weapons had been dropped via drones 
in Jammu and Punjab, from where the consignment 
was delivered to the Kashmir Valley. Sources said that 
the two accused — identified Sajjad Gul and Saifullah 
Sajid Jatt — were in touch with top commanders of the 
TRF. In March this year, the NIA had announced a Rs 
10-lakh reward to anyone providing information on 
the duo. IGP of Kashmir Police Vijay Kumar said: 
“Srinagar Police arrested two local terrorists of the 
terror outfit LeT/TRF. Incriminating material, arms 
and ammunition, including 15 pistols, 30 magazines, 
300 rounds and 1 silencer were recovered from them.” 
Officials in the security grid believe that the recovery 
of over a hundred pistols in the first four months is a 
great worry. The latest recovery of short weapons with 
silencers meant for targeted assassination requires 
little training,” a top officer told India Today. Sources 
said that the Rahul Bhat, a Kashmiri Pandit and 
government employee, was killed on May 12 using a 
similar weapon. The J&K Police had claimed that 
three culprits, including two Pakistanis, had been 
neutralised. Another top official said that till the time 
there is effective anti-drone action along the border, 
the influx of such weapons would be hard to stop.

Meet Ajay Krishna Vishwesha, 

the judge who will hear Gyanvapi 

mosque case from

NEWS BOX

New Delhi: Congress leader Shashi Tharoor of 2021, the demand for the concessions politician acting on the instructions of an 
on Sunday took a dig at the Ministry of began surfacing as services normalised. In influential third party, rather than properly 
Railways with a difficult-to-pronounce another tweet, Tharoor posted another representing their constituents," he had said.
head-scratcher -- quomodocunquize. The rarely used expression "play possum" to Before that, Tharoor took a dig at the BJP with 
man of many words, who is known for take a swipe at Prime Minister Narendra the word 'allodoxaphobia', which he 
throwing in rarely-used English words into Modi. "Unfamiliar Expressions Deptt: 'play explained was an irrational fear of opinions.
the Twitter lexicon, helpfully shared the possum': definitions: (1) pretend to be Also, the Congress MP had engaged in 
meaning too. "To make money by any asleep or unconscious (as an opossum does friendly banter with TRS working president 
means possible," the meaning posted by the to avoid attack) (2) feign ignorance," he KT Rama Rao over COVID-19 medicine 
Congress leader read. In a tweet, Tharoor tweeted. "USAGE: Why does our PM play names and threw in the obscure 
said, "Obscure Words Deptt: Must the possum when heinous atrocities are 'floccinaucinihilipilification'. Oxford 
Indian Railways quomodocunquize?" He committed by his worst supporters?" he d i c t i o n a r y  d e s c r i b e s  
tagged the Ministry of Railways, using the said. This is not the first time the author- 'floccinaucinihilipilification' as the action or 
hashtag 'SeniorCitizensConcession'. The politician-wordsmith has sent Twitterati habit of estimating something as worthless. 
concession, which was put on hold from scurrying for their dictionaries to confirm In the past as well he has stumped people 
March 2020 after the coronavirus pandemic whether such words and expressions indeed with words such as 'farrago' and 'troglodyte'.
hit the country, has remained suspended, exist. Last month, he had posted another While 'farrago' means a confused mixture, 
with senior officials indicating it might not head-scratcher  "quockerwodger." A 'troglodyte' means a person regarded as 
be retained. While train services remained quockerwodger was a type of wooden being deliberately ignorant or old-
suspended through most of 2020 and parts puppet. In politics, a quockerwodger was a fashioned.

(@ANI) May 23, 2022 #WATCH | New Delhi. Heavy rain accompanied by 
Strong winds, accompanied by thundershowers lashed parts of Delhi-
rainfall, uproot trees in parts of Delhi NCR on Monday morning, bringing a 
this morning. Visuals from New Moti much-needed respite from the scorching 
Bagh where a tree collapsed on a car. heatwave conditions. The Indian 
The occupants of the car, who were Meteorological Department (IMD) has 
present inside the vehicle at the time of forecast more rainfall for the national 
the incident, later got out of it safely. capital during the day, adding that the wind 
pic.twitter.com/Hq2NZ7xXpq — ANI speed is expected to go up to a ravaging 
(@ANI) May 23, 2022 speed of 90 Kmph. Notably, the 

temperature in Delhi fell by 11 degrees FLIGHT OPERATIONS HIT
Due to weather conditions in Delhi-from 29 degrees Celsius at 5.40 AM to 18 

NCR, several flights have been degrees Celsius by 7 AM.
India  Meteorologica l  Depar tment  diverted to Jaipur and other airports, WIND SPEED TO REACH 90 KM/PH
(@Indiametdept) May 23, 2022 As a result reported news agency ANI. Due to weather Thundershower with moderate intensity rain 
of storm, strong winds and rain, trees were conditions in Delhi-NCR, several flights and gusty winds with a speed of 60-90 Km/h 
uprooted in several parts of Delhi. #WATCH have been diverted to Jaipur and other will continue to occur over and adjoining 
| Strong winds uproot trees in Delhi, and airports: Delhi Airport sources — ANI areas of the entire Delhi and NCR, said IMD.
rainfall causes waterlogging in some areas. (@ANI) May 23, 2022 IMD WARNS OF Thundershower with moderate intensity rain 
Visuals near IIT and Hauz Khas Road. DAMAGE The IMD has issued a warning and gusty winds with speed of 60-90 Km/h 
pic.twitter.com/dDSUKnSldy ANI (@ANI) about damage and traffic congestion due to would continue to occur over and adjoining 
May 23, 2022 Amid strong winds and rain, duststorm, rainfall in the national capital. areas of entire Delhi and NCR ( Loni Dehat, 
uprooted trees block roads in parts of Delhi. I m p a c t  e x p e c t e d  d u e  t o  Hindon AF Station,  Bahadurgarh,  

V i s u a l s  f r o m  D h a u l a  K u a n .  Duststorm/Thunderstorm, Lightning and Ghaziabad, Indirapuram, Chhapraula, 
pic.twitter.com/6sVQ8zJItU — ANI Rain over Delhi & neighborhood areas.Noida, Dadri, Greater Noida, Gurugram, — 

Mohali RPG attack: Wanted 

man close to Pakistan-

based Khalistani terrorist 

Rinda, say sources

New Delhi, Tuesday, 24 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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