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Quad moving to action-oriented
cooperation: Foreign Secretary

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 25: The second Quad in-
person summit held in Tokyo on Tuesday was
marked by action oriented cooperation among
Quad partners as also between its partners for
a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific, aimed
at peace, stability and prosperity in the region,
said Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra while
summing up Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
two-day Japan visit. The Foreign Secretary
identified several areas where forward move-
ment will take place during the second year of
Quad’s existence, as stated by US President
Joe Biden. The Quad will focus on common
efforts to respond to the Covid pandemic, in
particular post-pandemic recovery, and
strengthening health security. Shedding more
light on the Quad’s flagship venture – the Indo
Pacific Economic Framework – he said the
concept is structured around four pillars:
trade, supply chains, infrastructure, clean
energy and decarbonisation and, tax and anti-corrup-
tion. Collective discussions will be initiated and final

contours of this would emerge based on discussions
among the Quad countries. The intention is to promote

infrastructure delivery, bridge infrastructural gaps in
the Indo-Pacific region and do it in a manner that does
not burden countries with unsustainable debt, and

infrastructure projects. Kwatra also mentioned a new
Indo-Pacific partnership in maritime domain aware-

ness to help countries bolster their
capabilities to respond to natural dis-
asters as also to combat illegal fish-
ing. The Quad will also shape and
build partnerships for greater cyber-
security and for transparent, trusted
and reliable supply chains across the
region, especially in critical and
emerging technologies. The PM put
forward specific proposals. They
include solid initiatives in climate
finance and sustainable develop-
ments; building appropriate platforms
for the industry and businesses
between Quad countries and the Indo-
Pacific countries and mechanisms to
strengthen partnership among “like-
minded countries’’ in areas of com-
mon interest. The Quad leaders also

issued strong condemnation of all forms of terrorism,
and a call to bring to justice the perpetrators of the
Mumbai and Pathankot terror attacks.

Kapil Sibal quits Congress, files nomination for
Rajya Sabha with Samajwadi Party support

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, May 25: Former HRD and
law minister Kapil Sibal on Wednesday
joined the growing list of leaders quitting
the Congress and filed his nomination for
the June 10 Rajya Sabha election from the
Samajwadi Party. ‘How’s the prasad!’, Jitin
Prasada asks Sibal in payback to former
Congress veteran Congress makes light of
Kapil Sibal’s resignation, says many leaders
joining party not being taken note of Sibal,
a prominent member of the G 23 who
flagged lack of reforms in the Congress,
had taken a staunch position against the
party’s ruling Gandhi family and had literal-
ly walked to the point of no return by argu-
ing publicly that Gandhis should step aside
from the leadership position and enable
meaningful change. With other G 23 mem-
bers Ghulam Nabi Azad, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and Anand Sharma among others
reaching a compromise with the leader-
ship, Sibal was largely isolated in the anti-

Gandhi space. Filing his RS nomination
from Uttar Pradesh today with the support
of Samajwadi Party, Sibal said he would

work to bring anti-BJP forces together to

fight the Modi government in 2024 General
Election. Sibal, earlier, hosted opposition
leaders twice to this effect. He said he had

resigned from the Congress on May 16, a

day after the Congress Udaipur Chintan
Shivir ended. Sibal clarified he would
remain an independent voice and will not
join the SP. Sibal said, “We are all con-
strained by fact that we are members of par-
ties and have to abide by discipline of that
party but it is important to be an independ-
ent voice. When an independent voice will
emerge, people will find it credible since
that voice will not be associated with any
party. We want to stay in the opposition and
make a coalition and oppose the Modi gov-
ernment. We want to create an atmosphere
in India in which we can oppose the BJP. I
will personally work towards that,” Sibal
said. SP chief Akhilesh Yadav said Sibal will
go to the Rajya Sabha with the SP support
and two more leaders will be nominated
gradually. “Mr Sibal is a seasoned lawyer
and had a rich political career behind him.
At a time when prices are rising, borders
are vulnerable, People’s troubles are rising,
Mr Sibal and SP will articulate the concerns
of the public,” said Yadav. 

No need to take leaves for driving tests in Delhi
ST Correspondent

New Delhi: 25th May: Residents of
Delhi no longer have to keep a day
aside for their Driving License tests.
They will now be able to go for
a driving license test after their
office hours. To solve the prob-
lems faced by such citizens, the
Kejriwal Government has start-
ed a night shift facility at its
Automatic Driving Test Tracks.
The new initiative by the Delhi
Government will enable of fice-
goers to go for their DL test
post their of fice hours. Delhi
Transpor t Minister Kailash
Gahlot today inaugurated the
Automated Driving Test Tracks
set up for night tests at Shakurbasti,
Mayur Vihar and Vishwas Nagar. The
Kejriwal Government had started the
trial of automated driving test track at
the end of April, after which the
Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot for-
mally inaugurated it yesterday . At the
inauguration Transport Minister said
“Delhi Government has always been

responsive to the demands of the pub-
lic and we firmly believe a successful
trial period is necessary to provide the
best service to our citizens. We had a
successful pilot from the start of May

and some ver y happy drivers who
could save their valuable daytime
working hours because of the evening
test facility. We've already conducted
2500+ DL tests in the evening/ night
shift since May 1st. We’ve constantly
been monitoring the evening shift and
making enhancements like intensity of
lighting, camera resolutions etc to
ensure maximum efficiency. The night

testing facility is as good as a daytime
one. We’re also adding 8 new ADTTs
at educational institutions, which is in
its tendering stage. This will be a
major step in decreasing waiting

times”. The depar tment has
entrusted the Maruti Suzuki
Foundation to set up 12 automatic
driving test tracks. Along with
this, the responsibility of the oper-
ator supervision of all 12 automat-
ic driving test track centres has
been given to Rosmerta
Technology Limited. 17 cameras of
high resolution have been
installed, which capture real time
footage and images, for the driving
test to be closely monitored. In

addition, an Electronic Queue
Management System (EQMS) has also
been installed for the tokens distribu-
tion and applicants will undergo the
driving test in the same order in which
their token has been generated. For
this, six servers have been installed,
which will thoroughly test the video
and give the results of the test in a
transparent manner. Contd...page-03

Nawab Malik’s statement to ED on
Haseena Parkar link in land deal

Sanjay Kumar

Mumbai, May, 25: In its case against
Maharashtra cabinet minister Nawab
Mailk, the Enforcement Directorate has
alleged that he usurped the Goawala
compound in Mumbai with the help of
underworld elements like fugitive
gangster Dawood Ibrahim’s sister
Haseena Parkar. Now, Malik has
told the probe agency that his
brother had spoken to the owner
of Goawala compound, who asked
him to speak to Haseena Parkar's
aide Salim Patel. In his statement,
Malik said that he was not aware
of the consideration that was actu-
ally paid to Munira Plumber, the
original owner of the land. The
minister said that his brother
Aslam Malik used to look after the
godown and shops in the com-
pound which were there since 1995 on
tenancy basis. "The owner of this com-
pound was one Bohri family. Solidus
Investments Pvt Limited was also a ten-
ant of the same Bohri family and our fam-

ily took over the Solidus Investments
from the earlier owner. At that time, I was
MLA of Nehru Nagar constituency,
Mumbai. Almost all the residents of that
area used to approach me for various
problems faced by them, like water con-
nection. There was illegal encroachment

in the open space of Goawala Compound
and the residents of the society com-
plained to me,” said Malik. The NCP
leader then sent his brother Aslam
Malik, who reined in the alleged
encroachment. He claimed that he told

the parties involved that the property
should be developed legally. Malik fur-
ther alleged that Sardar Khan, the rent
collector of Goawala compound, was
behind the encroachment. Khan is also
an accused, along with Malik, in the ED
case. Malik goes on to say, “When we

stopped this illegal encroachment,
one Salim Patel (Haseena Parker's
driver) approached my brother
Aslam Malik to take over the own-
ership of this property. Aslam con-
veyed this message to me. Then, I
directed Aslam Malik to confirm
the ownership of this property.
“Aslam Malik approached the lady
who was the owner and later on
Aslam confirmed to me that the
lady confirmed that Salim Patel was
having her Power of Attorney and
he can take decision on their

behalf. After that, negotiation was taken
place between Aslam Malik & Salim
Patel. Accordingly, the property was reg-
istered along with illegal encroachment
on the name of Solidus Investment,” he
explained.

Chinese visa scam: ED 
registers money-laundering 
case against Karti Chidambaram

New Delhi, May 25: The ED has registered
a money-laundering case against Congress MP
Karti Chidambaram and others in the alleged
scam pertaining to the issuance of visa to 263
Chinese nationals in 2011 when his father P
Chidambaram was the home minister, officials
said on Wednesday. The federal agency has
filed its case under the criminal sections of the

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
taking cognisance of a recent first information
report by the CBI in the same case, they said.
The case pertains to allegations of Rs 50 lakh
being paid as bribe to Karti and his close associ-
ate S Bhaskararaman by a top executive of
Vedanta group company Talwandi Sabo Power
Ltd (TSPL), which was setting a power plant in
Punjab, the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) FIR had said.

Yasin Malik gets life 
imprisonment in terror 

funding case
New Delhi, May 25: A Delhi court on

Wednesday awarded life imprisonment to
Kashmiri separatist leader Yasin Malik in a
terror funding case. Special Judge Praveen
Singh also awarded varying jail terms for var-

ious offences under the stringent Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) and the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) The court also
imposed a fine of over Rs ten lakh on Malik.
The life term was awarded for two offences -
- Section 121 (waging war against the govern-
ment of India) of IPC and section 17 (raising
funds for the terrorist act) of the UAPA.

BJP Protests For Renaming Tower In
Andhra, Several Leaders Detained

Ankit

Amaravati, May, 25: Several BJP leaders, including
its national secretary Sunil Deodhar and workers
were taken into police custody when they sought to
march to the Jinnah Tower Centre in Guntur on
Tuesday evening demanding that it be renamed after
former President A P J Abdul Kalam. After a meeting
of the party's youth wing BJYM, the BJP leaders and
workers tried to take out a protest march to Jinnah
Tower but police foiled it and detained them. For the
past few months, the BJP and other Hindu organisa-
tions have been demanding that the historic Jinnah
Tower be renamed but the Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
government paid no heed. On Tuesday, Mr Deodhar,
the co-in-charge of the party for the state, was in the
city and sought to lead the protest. The BJP demand-
ed that the Jinnah Tower be renamed as A P J Abdul
Kalam Tower. BJP Rajya Sabha member G V L
Narasimha Rao condemned the high-handed behav-
iour of the police against his party leaders and their
detention. In a tweet, he wondered "if we are in AP or
Pakistan". State BJP president Somu Veerraju said not
only their party but also the people demanded that
the tower be renamed. He said there was widespread
support for the demand to remove Jinnah's name and
the tower be renamed after Abdul Kalam. "The state
government cannot adopt an oppressive stance over
our demand," Mr Veerraju added.

AP minister’s home set on
fire over renaming of district,
Oppn slams govt for failing to

control situation
Amaravati, May, 25: After the law and order situation spi-

ralled out of control in Amalapuram town of Andhra Pradesh
on Tuesday, Opposition parties in the state have hit out at
the ruling YSR Congress Party over a “complete failure” in
taking control of the matter. The state government, mean-
while, said some parties and anti-social elements instigated
the violence. On Tuesday, the homes of Andhra Pradesh
transport minister Pinipe Viswarup and MLA P Satish were
set ablaze by locals as tensions prevailed in Amalapuram
town over the renaming of Konaseema district as Dr
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar Konaseema. The situation deteri-
orated after the police lathi-charged people protesting
against the proposed renaming of the district. Incensed, the
protesters allegedly took to stone-pelting and arson. A num-
ber of police personnel were left injured. Prohibitory orders
under Section 144 were clamped in Amalapuram and addi-
tional police forces were rushed in to bring the situation
under control. The Telugu Desam Party, BJP, Jana Sena and
the Congress hit out at the state government over its ‘fail-
ure’ in controlling the Amalapuram situation. "The arson in
Konaseema, known for its peace, is unfortunate This is
completely a failure of the government and the police,"
Telugu Desam chief N Chandrababu Naidu said in a state-
ment. Jana Sena chief K Pawan Kalyan lashed out at the
state home minister for blaming opposition parties over the
Amalapuram incident.

Lakhimpur case: HC to hear bail
plea of Ashish Mishra on May 30

Lucknow, May 25: The Allahabad High Court will hear
on May 30 the bail plea of Union Minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra’s son Ashish Mishra, arrested in connection with
the Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence that claimed eight
lives in October last year.
On Wednesday, the coun-
sels for the state and Ashish
Mishra filed counter-affi-
davits in the matter.
Thereafter, Justice Krishan
Pahal of the Lucknow
bench of the high court
granted two days to Ashish
Mishra’s counsel to file a rejoinder affidavit and fixed the
next date of hearing on May 30. Four farmers and a journal-
ist were mowed down by vehicles allegedly carrying BJP
workers in Lakhimpur Kheri on October 3 last year during
a protest over then Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya’s visit to the area. In the violence
that followed, three people, including two BJP workers,
were lynched by an angry crowd. In an earlier hearing on
May 9, the high court had said political people holding high
positions shouldn’t make “irresponsible statements” and
need to conduct themselves in a manner befitting their sta-
tus and the dignity of their office. On April 18, the Supreme
Court cancelled the bail granted to Ashish Mishra and
asked him to surrender in a week, saying the victims were
denied a fair and effective hearing in the Allahabad High
Court, which adopted a “myopic view of the evidence”. 

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar
lays stones of 4 development works

Karnal, May 25: Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar inaugu-
rated and laid the foundation stones of four development projects
costing Rs 88.29 crore from Panchayat Bhawan today. He inaugu-
rated Shri Ghantakarna Mahaveer Manohar Dwar built by
Municipal Corporation, Karnal, in memory of Atma Manohar

Muni near the Baldi
bypass on the
Karnal-Indri road at
the cost of Rs 67.69
lakh which was
made of Dholpuri
stone. The CM also
laid the foundation
stone of a micro-irri-
gation project from

Shiv Colony STP to Hakikat Nagar of the Irrigation and Water
Resources Department. The project will cost Rs 13.29 crore.
Along with this, he laid the stone of a micro-irrigation project from
the STP of Karnal city to various villages. An estimated amount of
Rs 65.29 crore will be spent on the project. This will benefit about
6,400 acres of agricultural land of Ranwar, Sheikhpura,
Gangogarhi, Uncha Samana, Bajida Jatan, Kutail, Kairavali,
Amritpur Kalan, Mubarakabad, Alipur Majra, Kalon, Chaura vil-
lages. He also laid the stone of another project of Irrigation and
Water Resources Department for the reconstruction of a drain
from Kairwali to Mundogarhi and the excavation of Indri escape
from Burji number 145000 to 159000. This project,  will save agri-
cultural land of Kairwali, Fazilpur, Majra, Chaura, Darulama,
Tatarpur and Bahalolpur villages from floods.
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Opposition leaders protest in Parliament over price rise
New Delhi. Opposition members created a din over the price rise in both Houses of Parliament on  as the presiding officers denied their demand for an imme-

diate discussion of the “burning issue”. As soon as the Lok Sabha assembled for Question Hour, Congress House leader Adhir Chowdhury urged Speaker Om
Birla to allow a discussion on the rise in the prices of essentials. Birla
disregarded the request, prompting members from the Congress and
some other Opposition parties to rush to the well with placards and
shout slogans. After running the House for nearly half an hour amid
the din, Birla adjourned proceedings till noon. The Rajya Sabha wit-
nessed uproar after Chairman Venkaiah Naidu rejected notices from
Opposition leaders who had sought suspension of the day’s business
to discuss the price rise. Naidu argued that the issue had been raised
during the discussion on the Appropriation Bill.  Mallikarjun Kharge,
leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, urged the Chairman to
allow the discussion keeping in mind the frequent rises in the prices
of petrol, diesel, LPG and other essentials.
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NAME CHANGE
I, NIRAJ KUMAR GUPTA S/O SH.
SUKHDEV PRASAD GUPTA R/O
JHINGURPATTI, POST-MAR-
KEENGANJ, GHAZIPUR, UP-
233001 declare that I have changed
my minor daughter name from YATI-
KA to YATIKA GUPTA for all future
purpose. both are the names of one
and same person.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY

INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT SH.

ASHOK KUMAR S/O CHANDER

BHAN R/o H.No. D-80, VIJAY

VIHAR, PHASE-2, ROHINI, NORTH

WEST DELHI, DELHI 110085; HAS

DISOWNED AND DEBARRED HIS

SON NAMELY ROOP KISHORE

S/O ASHOK KUMAR & DAUGHTER

IN LAW NAMELY POOJA RANI W/o

ROOP KISHORE, FROM HIS MOV-

ABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTY &

SEVER HIS RELATIONS WITH

THEM DUE TO THE MISCONDUCT

& MISBHEAVIOUR ON THE PART

OF MY DAUGHTER IN LAW AND

HER SUPPORTING HUSBAND. MY

CLIENT SHALL NOT BE

RESPONDIBLE FOR THEIR ACTS

AND DEEDS IF FOUND WITH ANY

THIRD PERSON. IF ANY BODY

DEALS WTH THEM THAT SHALL

BE AT HIS/HER OWN COST, RISK

AND RESPONSIBILITY.

SAMARTH KUKREJA

ADVOCATE

CH No: 327 ROHINI COURTS 

DELHI-110085

NAME CHANGE
I, Mehzbeen D/o Khurshid R/o
C/234, Sector-105, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P-201304,
have changed my name to
Mehzbeen Siddiqui permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, Khusboo D/o Lalit Kumar R/o
B1-306, Tulip Lemon, Sector-69,
Tulip Chowk, Gurgaon-122018,
Haryana have changed my name
to Khushbu permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, BABLI RAHAMAN W/o NO-
14846510X HAV (PA) KHALILUR
RAHAMAN R/O VPO-
BARANACHINA, TEH-DINHATA,
DISTT-COOCHBEHAR, WEST
BENGAL-736174 have changed my
name from BABLI RAHAMAN to
BABLI KHATUN for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 25/05/2022
Before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as GURMAHER
CHANDHOK Alias GURMAHER
SINGH CHANDHOK S/O TAVIN-
DER SINGH CHANDHOK R/o Z-
3A, Rajouri Garden, Tagore Garden,
West Delhi, Delhi-110027 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as GURMAHER
SINGH CHANDHOK.

No need to take leaves for
driving tests in Delhi

Contd...Front page
Simultaneously, Sarathi will automatically upload the

result on the software. Further, 10 CCTV cameras have been
installed at all automatic test track centres to enable the driv-
ing test to be conducted in a transparent and ef fective man-
ner. He also said that during the driving test, 20 essential driv-
ing skills under the Motor Vehicle Act, 1999 will be tested.
The night driving test will be held on the Automatic Driving
Test track on slots between 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM. 45 appoint-
ments will be booked daily on each track. 3000 Appointment
Schedule will be available per day after the commissioning of
night shifts at all 12 Automatic Driving Test Tracks.
Presently, 135 driving tests are being scheduled daily on
these three automatic driving test tracks.
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are far behind the required pace of change. Last The State of Climate report, released by the 
year, an analysis of 36 countries and the World Meteorological Organization, a 
European Union found that only one African specialised agency of the United Nations, has 
nation, The Gambia, appeared to be on track to found that four principal indicators of climate 
meet its targets — India fell under the category change — greenhouse gas concentrations, 
of “highly insufficient”. The UN agency has ocean heat, sea-level rise and ocean 
estimated that there is a 50 per cent chance that acidification — had climbed by record margins 
the annual global temperature could in 2021. The highest  global temperatures were 
temporarily breach the 1.5 degree Celsius recorded between 2015 and 2021, even though 
mark at least once in the next five years. Years nations are attempting to limit the temperature 
of denial about the imminence of the climate hike to 1.5 degree Celsius under the 2015 Paris 
crisis have been followed by policy inertia. Agreement. There are troubles on other fronts 
Worse, negotiations on climate change — the as well. Emissions of greenhouse gases have 
climate summits are an example — have been seen a steady increase in the last three years; 
reduced to bitter feuding contests between the 2021 recorded the highest-ever global mean 
developed world and the poorer nations on a sea level, while ocean heat and acidification 
number of issues, neutering the effectiveness have spiked. The attendant economic costs are 
of the commitments that are agreed upon. But frightening: says that extreme weather events, 
the failures of the past should not stand in the which would become the “day-to-day face of led to countries agreeing to ink the Glasgow Climate Pact, 

way of adopting targeted measures that are immediate and climate change”, would inflict damages worth more than which urges governments to commit to contain 
effective. Global diplomacy has disentangled many a $100 billion. deforestation and global methane emissions while 
tricky problem. Ironically, deliberations on the climate, In spite of these dire warnings, it is business as usual for the transitioning to net-zero emissions, among other 
more often than not, hit the dead end. global fraternity. The CoP26 climate change conference measures.  But it is amply clear that the world and India 

Way ahead for Quad

The Ray watchers

Sunil Dutt, Alok Mitra and others. projection of any excessive vanity — the ‘naturalness’ In 1977, I had just finished school when I 
Besides these local photographers in the before the camera that he strived for with his actors seems heard that Satyajit Ray was shooting 
show, Ray was also photographed by to be ingrained in him as a subject. The pictures are Shatranj Ke Khilari at Indrapuri 
Raghubir Singh, Raghu Rai and Pablo unaffected but possibly not uncontrolled — there seem to Studios in Tollygunge. I was an avid 
Bartholomew to mention just three well- be no pictures in the public domain of Ray ‘letting his hair photographer, and it became my 
known names. Perhaps not that different down’, so to speak. This deeply private man would have mission to get on the set and 
from trainspotters in Britain, this huge been acutely aware that the aura and the publicity these photograph the great man at work. 
body of photographs has created a legion photographs generated would aid him in overcoming the After much trying, I finally found an 
of what one might call Ray-watchers. constant obstacles he faced in his projects, whether ‘in’. Someone knew someone who 
Looking at the pictures, a seasoned financial or from officialdom or other inimical forces. knew the sound recordist, Narinder 
Raywatcher starts to notice things: the Singh, and, after meeting me, he Today, it’s difficult to imagine what the deeply private man 
similarities and the differences between agreed to get me access to the filming would have made of the hullabaloo around his centenary. 
the desk in whichever one of the flats for a few days. On my first day, At the exhibition, given the recent barrage of Ray-centred 
near the Lakes and the now iconic study clutching my father’s good camera, I media products, the mind starts to play tricks: with the 
at Bishop Lefroy Road; there is the found myself being taken into the pictures from the 50s and 60s — is that the film-maker, Q, 
change of guard in the Anglepoise pitch-black labyrinth of the hangar-like or the actor, Jeetu Kamal, or Ray himself ? In one of the 
lamps, from mid-century silver to ‘70s studio. After a few moments, I saw a later photos — why on earth is Ratan Tata peering through 
black; the telephone instrument mutates nebula of bright lights in one corner of an Arriflex camera?
from the wartime Bakelite model to the the darkness and I was led to where Mr One question that arises is what did the various 
‘80s rounded plastic; the armchairs Singh was crouched over a Nagra tape photographers think they were doing? Once a few 
transform, a footrest enters the frame; at recorder. “You can shoot, but just variations had come out, of the directorial pose, with or 
some point, the paraphernalia for music remember two things. Be aware and without the tobacco-delivery device, or the classic image 
composition is added next to the tilted don’t get under anyone’s feet. Most of Ray concentrating on something in his study, surely 
drawing board; the east-facing windows importantly, the moment he calls there was nothing new to be gained by re-traversing such 
are closed, then they are open, flooding ‘Silence!’ just remove your hands from well-trodden ground? And, yet, you see different 
in light. On location, the clunky filming your camera and don’t touch it again photographers over the decades trying to climb the same 

the various clusters of photographs on display. Taken by equipment of the Apu Trilogy gives way till he says ‘cut’. If your shutter goes peak, more or less from the same few routes, almost as an 
different photographers, there are pictures of Ray filming to more modern kit; in the early production shots, you off in the middle of a shot you’ll be kicked out and I’ll get act of pilgrimage. After my few days on the  Shatranj 
on location or on set, of him in his study and at official sometimes see Subrata Mitra or Banshi Chandragupta in in trouble.” There was no doubt about who the ‘he’ was. sets, I came away with no decent pictures of Ray. I did 
functions. Looking at these, it struck me that any history the frame; the photographers acquire the new, extra wide-Recently, I went to see an exhibition marking the Ray have some interesting frames of Richard Attenborough, 
of photography in Bengal in the second half of the 20th angle lenses for their SLR cameras and work those to centenary. Given Calcutta and Bengal’s propensity for some okay pictures of Tom Alter and Victor Banerjee but 
century would be obliged to include ‘Ray photography’ as death; in the earlier photos, Ray often partners a cigarette, full shashtang worship of major cultural figures, it was nothing very much of the man himself. Thinking back, I 
a unique genre in itself. Quickly recognised as a occasionally a pipe, and there is always an ashtray in good to see Ray’s work being presented with due rigour was simply too scared, too much in awe, to get close to 
protagonist-phenomenon of the modernity of the second attendance, sometimes even on the camera trolley; in the and respect but without the burbling hyperbole often him. Looking at the photographs in the exhibitions, in 
half of the 20th century, Ray was photographed by dozens later photos, these disappear, leaving just his lined face found in such exhibitions. The wall texts put into context publications and on the internet, one can see that this 
of photographers. Of the photographers who engaged in ravaged by ill-health.the wide range of illustrations, designs and writing that photography (what one could perhaps label the ‘Ray 
this copious Raydocumentation, people are most familiar By common consent, Ray was an exceedingly handsome Ray produced along with his films, all without needing to Safari’) was itself as much a part of the modernity of 
with the pictures of Nemai Ghosh who dedicated his life man who cut quite a figure with his height and contained tell us, yet again, how the great artist belongs to the which Ray became such a Promethean icon — in a sense, 
and work to following Ray. In this exhibition, along with bearing. As a man who lived and breathed photographic international pantheon of film directors.  However, trace this vast pool of Ray photographs can be seen as one 
very few of Ghosh’s images, you saw some beautiful frames, it’s no surprise how self-aware he seems to be elements of the wellworn, hagiographical readings of celluloid tentacle of this modernity tenderly stroking 
work by Tarapada Bandyopadhyay and also images by whenever a camera is aimed at him. Yet, there is no Ray’s life are perhaps unavoidable, and they seep in via another.

Eyebrows were raised in Delhi when US President Joe 
Biden remarked last month that India was being 
‘somewhat shaky’ on its policies on the Russian military 
intervention in Ukraine. This was barely a month after 
the four leaders of Quad — PM Modi, Australian PM 
Scott Morrison, Japan’s PM Fumio Kishida, and 
President Biden held a virtual summit on March 3. It 
was made clear publicly that they discussed 
developments in Ukraine, including the humanitarian 
implications of recent developments. Modi placed 
emphasis on a return to dialogue and diplomacy, while 
respecting international law and the sovereignty of 
nations. The latest Quad meeting is being held in Tokyo 
today. While Biden’s comments astonished many in 
India, the fact remains that he did support the India-US 
nuclear deal concluded by PM Manmohan Singh and 
President George Bush Jr., which led to the end of global 
nuclear sanctions against India.

The Vice-President outranks even PMs in diplomatic 
protocol. Yet in 2011, the then V-P Biden undertook a 
three-hour drive from Islamabad to meet the Pak army 
chief in Rawalpindi. The discussions of Quad in 
Washington DC involved Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and External Affairs Minister Jaishankar on the 
Indian side, and their hosts Secretary of State Blinken 
and Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin. The talks covered 
issues ranging from enhancing production of vaccines 
to environment and economic development. There was 
a clear stress on ‘adherence to international law to meet 

House coordinator for the Indo-Pacific, is said to have concerns on counterterrorism, economic and regional the challenges to the rules-based order, including in the 
realistic perspectives on the challenges posed by China security concerns’. The US is now building bridges with a South China Sea’. China has violated the International 
across the Indo-Pacific. Biden makes his likes and somewhat shaky coalition government headed by Law of Seas with its neighbours. While a few members of 
dislikes known openly. What is not known is his special Shehbaz Sharif.ASEAN like Indonesia may challenge China’s maritime 
regard for Pakistani Generals, notably four-star Generals. claims, there are others that refuse to do so, primarily Despite these complications and contradictions in US 
Unlike his predecessor, Biden has an intense dislike for because of fear. This was evident in the summit meeting policies, there is a consensus in both the US and India on 
former Pakistan PM Imran Khan, which only grew that Biden hosted recently in Washington for the heads of the need to expand bilateral ties and strengthen 
because of Imran’s visit to Russia, which coincided with government of ASEAN countries. Biden’s views on India cooperation in Quad. This has been manifested by the 
Russian forces entering Ukraine. Biden’s displeasure was have been known from time to time. It is clear that he is importance given to the Tokyo Quad Summit. There is 
conveyed to Islamabad by Pakistan’s ambassador in determined to be firm in dealing with China, including on recognition that Quad remains an important grouping to 
Washington. But what was not so well known, was the issues of US support for Taiwan. He has, however, not provide a credible balance of power to deal with Chinese 
regard that Biden has for the Pakistan army. Two such issued any statement on helping out Sri Lanka, when it is territorial ambitions and strategic objectives in the Indo-
incidents make an interesting reading. The Vice-President in dire need of economic assistance. The Biden Pacific Region. Quad needs to work out detailed plans for 
of a country outranks even PMs in diplomatic protocol. administration’s approach appears focused on getting the security cooperation with ASEAN countries like Japan, 
Yet on January 13, 2011, the then Vice-President Biden World Bank and IMF to analyse Sri Lanka’s crisis, and act South Korea, Vietnam, Indonesia, and possibly the 
undertook a three-hour drive from the residence of his to meet its needs. He has, however, mended fences with Philippines. Other ASEAN members are engrossed in 
host, PM Syed Raza Gilani in Islamabad, to meet the then UAE ruler Sheikh Zayed by sending his Vice-President their relations with China. They are unlikely to join any 
army chief Gen Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, in Rawalpindi, the Kamala Harris and Secretary of State Blinken to offer collective effort to deal with China. Moreover, greater 
headquarters of the Pakistan army. Barely, four months condolences on the recent demise of Sheikh Zayed’s attention needs to be paid to not only enhancing economic 
after this meeting, commandos from the US Naval Special father. His past strong references to actions by Saudi cooperation between Quad members, but also in 
Warfare Development Group raided a house in Crown Prince Salman have, however, earned him the expanding such cooperation across the Indo-Pacific. The 
Abbottabad and killed Osama bin Laden. Biden’s wrath of the most powerful leader in the Islamic world. US NSA, Jake Sullivan, recently noted that the economic 
affection for the Pakistan military, however, continued. All this would suggest that we are dealing with a US framework for Quad as ‘not a traditional, free trade 
He thereafter, gave an unprecedented welcome at the President who is given to being harsh, and perhaps even agreement’, while adding that Quad would deal with 
White House to Pakistan’s next army chief, Gen Raheel impulsive. Biden, however, has highly experienced ‘supply chains, the digital economy, clean energy and 
Sharif, in 2015. According to a White House statement, personal advisers like his National Security Adviser investments in infrastructure’. This does indicate a broad 
Biden ‘reaffirmed the United States interest in building a (NSA), and the Secretaries of State and Defence for consensus between India and the US on the way ahead in 
strong partnership with Pakistan that addresses our shared dealing with China. Moreover, Kurt Campbell, the White Quad.

Highest global temperatures were recorded between 2015 and 2021

Despite contradictions in US policies, there is a need to strengthen cooperation

Forced shot in the arm

In 2021, companies and governments announced 
new vaccine policies, requiring people to get 
vaccinated against Covid-19 in order to attend 
office, dine out, shop at malls or attend gatherings. 
In the last few months, the world witnessed a 
sudden withdrawal of these vaccine mandates. 
While the policies seemed to have persuaded 
some people to get their shots, dissenters argued 
that they infringed upon an individual’s rights and 
civil liberties. Researchers suggest that the 
policies will have a spill-over effect on vaccines 
for years to come. How these policies are designed 
and applied are questions worth pondering. 
Covid-19 poses a major public health risk. These 
vaccine mandates are usually looked at for their 
positive effects. However, we fail to consider the 
large number of people losing their jobs, ignoring 
a central feature of these policies that affect 
individual liberty and public good. Vaccine 
mandates are devised to slow the spread of the 
virus. But they have also increased social 
inequalities and reduced access to healthcare. 
Earlier this year, the American Supreme Court 
struck down the Joe Biden-led administration’s 
controversial mandate for large businesses. The 
ruling provides a false sense of relief as the law is 
clear on vaccine mandates — employers and 
states can legally mandate the Covid19 vaccine. 
Interestingly, the United States of America has a 
legal precedent for mandatory vaccination for 
over a century. The Supreme Court famously 
upheld, in Jacobson v. Massachusetts, the State’s 
authority to mandate vaccinations (in this case, for 
smallpox) as protecting public health is a State 
power. 

In a statement, the American Civil Liberties Union 
disagreed that vaccine mandates violate civil 
liberties. It mentioned that the mandates protect 
the most vulnerable, including people with 
disabilities and fragile immune systems, and 
communities of colour hit hard by the disease. 
This legal opinion has been consistent throughout 
American history, regardless of an individual’s 
feelings toward the shots or mandates.  Various 
Indian states enforced vaccine mandates through 
administrative orders. These were observed to be 
violative of an individual’s personal liberty and 
the right to livelihood by various high courts 
across the country. On January 16, 2022, the 
Centre informed the apex court that it has ruled out 
mandatory vaccines and that ‘no person can be 
forced to be vaccinated against their wishes’. On 
May 2, the apex court ruled that restrictions 
imposed on unvaccinated individuals by various 
states are not proportionate. India’s stance is in 
conjunction with the World Health Organization’s 
opinion on mandatory vaccinations: vaccine 
mandates should be imposed only after 
exhausting all other options.  Why are mandates 
enforced in the first place? When a State is 
confronted by hesitancy — here vaccine 
resistance by a group/section of people — 
mandates are enforced to tackle/slow the spread of 
the virus. Are mandates the only way to deal with 
vaccine resistance? No. In fact, they are the last 
resort that the State must look at. In India, vaccine 
hesitancy has been identified mostly amongst 
lower-income groups who fear side-effects like 
infertility. How can we decrease the gap that 
vaccine hesitancy creates? First, by educating 
people about the pros and cons of vaccines 
through awareness campaigns. Second, by 
mobilising community leaders to talk to people, 
along with a healthcare worker. Interestingly, this 
has been done in India, where Asha workers are 
reducing the vaccine uptake gap. Third, by 
devising policies and measures for the affected 
population instead of enforcing a.

Red flags: on climate change

When Satyajit Ray faced the camera
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Near Delhi 
Hill stations

Near Delhi 
that are perfect for long Weekends

There are plenty of options when it 

comes to choosing amongst weekend 

getaways from Delhi. The Indian 

capital's proximity to the Himalayas 

means that there are many hill 

stations near Delhi offering a much-

needed escape from the bustling 

streets and soaring temperatures. 

The picturesque snow-laden peaks 

and the charming hill towns nestled 

amidst them provide a perfect 

respite from the scorching heat. 

Whether you're looking for a relaxed 

stay in a luxury resort overlooking 

the hills or a high-on-adrenaline 

paragliding experience—these long 

weekend getaways from Delhi will 

enthral in you in every way.

7 reasons to visit Kullu-Manali
From the snowy delights of Rohtang Pass to the 
soothing warmth of the surrounding thermal springs, 
there are several places to visit in Kullu Manali for 
nature lovers and thrill seekers. With its picturesque 
views of snow-clad mountains, river valleys, 
charming cafes and laidback vibe, this hill station in 
Himachal Pradesh is an immensely popular vacation 
spot with both domestic and foreign tourists. Its 
widespread appeal draws everyone from adventure 
sport enthusiasts and vacationing families and 
honeymoon couples and hippie backpackers. Here are 
seven places you must visit during your holiday.

Hadimba Temple
This wood and stone temple is dedicated to Hadimba, the 
wife of Bhima, one of the Pandava brothers from the 
Mahabharata. It was constructed in 1553, and is located in 
the middle of the Dhungri Park. The structure has a four-
tiered pagoda-shaped roof, and a carved doorway that is 
embellished with figures of Hindu gods and symbols. 
Ghatotkach, the son of Bhima and Hidimba, is also 
worshipped as a sacred tree.

Gadhan Thekchokling Gompa
Manali houses a small Tibetan community, and has a 
couple of peaceful Buddhist monasteries. Built in 1969, 

this prayer hall is decorated with wall paintings and 
contains a statue of Shakyamuni. Nearby, the Gelukpa 
Cultural Society Gompa has statues of 'boddhisatvas' and 
Buddhist lamas, and a workshop for Tibetan carpets.

Rohtang Pass
This snow-covered pass is located on the highway to 
Leh, and is only open from June to October every year. It 
lies at a height of 3979 metres, and offers spectacular 
views of glaciers, mountain peaks and the Chandra 
River. The pass is a gateway to Lahaul, Spiti, Pangi and 
Leh. Due to its increasingly popularity, the route to 
Rohtang is often clogged with traffic during the peak 
tourist season. However, once you reach, there are 
facilities for skiing and sledging near the pass, and plenty 
of photo opportunities for snap-happy tourists.

Naggar
The former capital of Kullu, this town lies on the left 
bank of River Beas, 21 kilometres from Manali. It was 
founded by Raja Visudhpal and remained the political 
centre until the capital was shifted to Sultanpur in 1460 
AD. Its major attraction is a beautiful castle, which has 
now been converted into a heritage hotel operated by the 
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation. 
The building was once the residence of the rulers of 
Kullu, and is an excellent example of western Himalayan 
architecture. It is made of wood and stone, and has 
carved doors and windows. There is a small museum, a 
temple and a nice restaurant within the premises. Naggar 
was also the home of Russian painter Nicholas Roerich, 
who lived here from 1929 till his death in 1947. His 
house has been converted into an art gallery, which 
exhibits his colourful paintings of the surrounding 
Himalayan ranges.

Solang Valley
Around 13 kilometres away from Manali, this pretty 
valley is a popular spot for adventure sports, especially 
skiing. Situated between Solang village and Beas Kund, 
it offers panoramic views of the surrounding snow-
capped mountains and glaciers. In summer, it has 
facilities for paragliding, zorbing, mountain biking and 
horse riding. In winter, especially between January and 
March, it is used for skiing, snowboarding and sledging. 
It also hosts a winter skiing festival. The Directorate of 
Mountaineering & Allied Sports in Manali also organises 
basic, advance and intermediate level courses in skiing. 
For the less-adventurous, there are also plenty of walking 
trails all around. 

Dharamshala
Top attractions in Dharamshala Best known as the 
base of the Dalai Lama in India, and its strong Tibetan 
influence, Dharamshala is a small hill station that lies 

on the spur of the Dhauladhar range high up in the 
Kangra Valley in Himachal Pradesh.

Bhagsunag
The Bhagsunag shrine is about as old as the Dal Lake, 
and originated around a myth about a great fight between 
the demon king (Bhagsu) and the snake god (Nag). It has 
been rebuilt more than once, and although it is presently 
covered in white tiles, there is something about the place 
that draws you in.

Darjeeling’s most charming 

Tea estates
Besides its quaint eateries, vibrant markets hidden in busy lanes and 

hilltops that are home to stunning vistas, there is a range of charming 

tea estates that stand apart in the list of places to visit in Darjeeling. Tea 

was first introduced to this Himalayan city in West Bengal in the mid-

19th century by the British, and these sprawling tea estates are still 

reminiscent of that culture. A trip to these vast stretches of tea 

plantations is all about misty mornings, tea leaves blooming under the 

sun, endless walks discovering various types of tea and of course, 

sipping your favourite brew. Here's your guide to exploring the best tea 

gardens of Darjeeling.

and picture-perfect stretches of lush green tea bushes 
beckoning you, this tea estate will floor you with its scenic 
charm. Stop by the gardens during the process of plucking, 
processing and packaging and you'll be privy to one of the 
most fascinating tea garden experiences. Tea lovers can 
pick up a handful of fresh tea from here or sip a cup of their 
favourite aromatic tea at the nearby Happy Gold Cafe. A 
few routes around the estate offer great trekking paths, 
along with spectacular views of the sprawling landscape. 

tea, was established in 1859—making it one of the oldest 
family-owned tea gardens in Darjeeling. Located at 
Kurseong, the land of the white orchid, the tea estate offers a 
peek into the daily life of plantation workers with numerous 
home stays. Local families at the estate have opened up their 
homes to visitors providing them with simple 
accommodation and hearty meals. With 70 percent of its 
entire area still under forest cover, the eco-diversity at 
Makaibari is astonishing. The dense forests of the estate 
house numerous species of flora and fauna and visitors can 
explore the estate through activities like tea plucking, tea 
tasting or scaling the slopes where the tea grows.

Happy Valley Tea Estate
Wandering through tea gardens settled on the gentle hill 
slopes of Darjeeling is the perfect way to start your day at the 
Happy Valley Tea Estate. With plantations as old as 150 years 

Glenburn Tea Estate
Step into the idyllic world of Glenburn, a tea estate 
established by Scottish tea planters in 1860. It sprawls over 
1600 acres of verdant forests, rolling hills, tea picker 
villages and a pair of river valleys. Set in the heart of the tea 
estate, two colonial-style planter bungalows overlook the 
rolling hills on one side and the mighty Kanchenjunga 
mountain range on the other. The aroma of fresh flowers 
hangs in the air and the four-poster beds, hand embroidered 
linen and open verandas lend a very English country air to 
the bungalow. Signature Glenburn experiences include 
exploring the plantations and villages within the tea estate, 
nature and bird walks, overnights in the log cabin by the 
river Rangeet, picnics in the tea gardens, tea tours and 
excursions around Darjeeling.

Makaibari Tea Estate
Makaibari Tea Estate, the producer of Darjeeling's costliest 

Dal Lake
Legend has it that a king who went to bathe in the sacred 
Manimahesh Lake below the Kailash Mountain lost his 
gold ring. The ring later re-surfaced in the Dal Lake. 
This water body was considered the poor man's 
Manimahesh for those who couldn't afford to go to 
Kailash for salvation by bathing in it. What remains 
today, is no more than a pond, but nonetheless, the lake 
is sacred to locals. A beautiful walk from the town, the 
lake is inundated with goldfish, and is worth a visit.

Norbulingka Institute
The most recent Tibetan institution near Dharamsala, 
Norbulingka embodies all the old-world charm of 
Tibetan architecture and has been modelled and named 
after the Dalai Lama's summer palace near Lhasa. 
Sprawled across seven acres, this traditional Tibetan 
building has been constructed by master craftsmen who 
fled from Tibet along with the Dalai Lama, and has been 
made so as to blend with the surrounding landscape. 
Comprising a complex of buildings that include a 
temple, library, college, design studio, guest house and 
even a cafe, it is set amidst a beautiful garden of 
meandering paths, flowing streams, waterfalls, bridges, 
and koi ponds, with the stunning backdrop of the 
Dhualadhar mountains. Stay at the guesthouse and 
immerse yourself in the Tibetan culture, all the 
proceeds go directly towards the Norbulingka Institute 
to further the preservation of the culture.

The employees at the estate help guide you around the 
aromatic factory and explain the withering, rolling, 
fermenting and drying processes.

Chamong Tea Estate
Nestled in the misty hills of Darjeeling, Chamong Tea Estate 
stretches over 900 acres of lush green land that houses a tea 
plantation, a tea factory and a village for the tea pickers. 
Most of the land is forested, with an abundance of flora and 
fauna. The incredible splendour of the rolling hills, the 
verdant tea bushes and the quiet daily life makes this area 
popular amongst visitors. The tall, deciduous forest makes 
way for multiple scenic walking trails and you'll soon 
discover monkeys frolicking amidst the ferns and shrubs. 
The Chamong Tea Estate is a part of the Chamong Tea 
Group and is one of the prime producers of Organic and Fair 
Trade teas in North India.

Gomtee Tea Resort
Lesser known than its famous neighbours Makaibari and 
Glenburn, visitors at Goomtee get to stay in a 100-year-old 
heritage bungalow at a height of about 4000 feet, with 
sweeping views of the valleys and mountains. Located in 
south Kurseong, the estate has a total area of about 500 
acres, out of which 50 percent is currently used for tea 
plantation. Producing mainly black tea and employing over 
300 workers, the garden originally belonged to the 
pioneering British tea planter Henry Lennox in 1899. 
Visitors at Gomtee can spend the day in the tea gardens, visit 
the tea factory, don the role of a tea taster, converse with tea 
pickers and taste freshly-brewed tea from the factory.
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KGF Chapter 2 box office collection Day 
40:  film remains unstoppable, 

breaks records in Canada
Yash's

KGF: Chapter 2 has made all the noise at the box office. 
Even after 40 days, the Yash-starrer is managing to 
pull the audience to the theatres. The film was 
released on April 14 and is still breaking records. 
And, not just in India, KGF 2 has broken records in 
Canada as it has turned out to be the longest-running 
Kannada film.

KGF CHAPTER 2 BOX OFFICE COLLECTION
Yash's KGF Chapter 2 was released in Canada by 

Mysore Studio House Canada in Association with 
Canada Telugu Movies. The film has broken many 
records in the country, including becoming the first 
Kannada film in Canada to have multiple shows. 
Success comes when you break language & country 
barriers to represent your movie so as to reach wider 
audience Here are the records of #KGFChapter2 in 
canada Thank you canada fans#YashBOSS 
# Te a m Ya s h  @ T h e N a m e i s Ya s h  # K G F 2  
#KGF2inCanada pic.twitter.com/CvdpRE8oe5 — 
Team Yash FC (@TeamYashFC) May 14, 2022 
According to trade analyst Manobala Vijayabalan, 
the film has earned a whopping Rs 1225.81 crore at 
the box office. #KGFChapter2 WW Box Office — 
Manobala Vijayabalan (@ManobalaV) May 23, 
2022

ALL ABOUT KGF: CHAPTER 2
KGF: Chapter 2 is written and directed by Prashanth 

Neel. The film is produced on a massive scale by 
Vijay Kiragandur of Hombale Films. The film starred 
Yash, Sanjay Dutt, Raveena Tandon and Srinidhi 
Shetty in lead roles. Composer Ravi Basrur, 
cinematographer Bhuvan Gowda and editor Ujwal 
Kulkarni are part of the technical crew.

Alia Bhatt's maiden 
production venture Darlings 

to release on Netflix

lia Bhatt'S first production venture, Darlings, 
has taken the digital route. The film, which Aalso stars Vijay Varma and Shefali Shah along 

with Alia, will soon be releasing on Netflix. Today, 
the Gangubai Kathiawadi actress shared a video 
where the cast of the film is seen talking about 
Darlings coming on Netflix in hushed voices.

ALIA BHATT'S DARLINGS COMING ON 
NETFLIX

Alia Bhatt shared the announcement video on her 
Twitter handle and captioned it, "Hey, darlings. I 
want to tell you something big but the network is not 
g o o d  h e r e .  H e l l o . . h e l l o ?  # D a r l i n g s  
#DarlingsOnNetflix (sic)." Hey, darlings. I want to 
tell you something big but the network is not good 
here. Hello..hello?#Darlings #DarlingsOnNetflix 
pic.twitter.com/oMKXdNvXSA — Alia Bhatt 
(@aliaa08) May 24, 2022

DARLINGS SOLD TO NETFLIX FOR RS 75 
CRORE

In February, we informed you that Darlings was sold 
to Netflix for Rs 75 crore. A source close to the 
development exclusively informed IndiaToday.in 
that Alia Bhatt and Shah Rukh Khan-backed 
Darlings will be released on Netflix. The film, which 
also features Shefali Shah and Vijay Varma, has been 
sold to Netflix for a whopping Rs 75 crore. It is being 
reported that the film is a dark comedy.

ALIA'S FIRST FILM AS A PRODUCER
Darlings is Alia Bhatt's first production venture. When 

the actress started shooting for the film, she penned a 
special note on her official Instagram handle.

"Day one of DARLINGS! my first film as a producer 
but I will always be an actor first & forever (in this 
case a very nervous actor) I don’t know what it is .. a 
night before I start a new film I get this nervous 
tingling energy all over my body.. i dream all night 
about messing up my lines..become jumpy.. reach 
set 15 mins before time fearing I’ll be late! 

eepika Padukone is making the Louis Vuitton ensemble. Needless to 
nation proud at Cannes 2022. add, her look is too beautiful to be DThe actress is part of the eight- missed. Without giving many details 

member jury at Cannes and has left us in the caption, DP simply let her 
impressed with her many looks. The stunning look do all the talking.
75th Cannes Film Festival started on 'NOBODY HAD FAITH IN ME 15 
May 17. On May 22, Deepika opted YEARS AGO'
for a retro look in green and we are At the inauguration of the Indian 
loving it, Pavilion at the Cannes Film Festival, 

DEEPIKA PADUKONE LOOKS Deepika Padukone spoke about her 
GORGEOUS IN GREEN cinematic journey. While sharing the 

Deepika Padukone has been leaving us same, the actress revealed that nobody 
impressed with her many looks at had faith in her craft 15 years ago. 
Cannes 2022. On May 22, Deepika "When I came to this industry 15 years 
shared few pictures in a green back, I don’t think anyone had faith in 
jumpsuit. Full on retro, we say! me or my talent or my craft. So, 15 

years later, to be part a part of the jury WHEN DEEPIKA TOOK OVER 
and to be actually experiencing some THE STREETS OF CANNES
of the best cinema in the world has Deepika Padukone took to her 
been an incredible journey and I am Instagram handle and shared her new 
truly grateful for that," Deepika had look from Cannes street. The actress 
said.looked breathingly beautiful in a 

Cannes 2022:

Deepika Padukone
 is in a retro green mood. 

 loves itSayani Gupta

Rakul Preet Singh
 says Cinema has no language, 

it is emotion | Interview

Rakul Preet Singh, in just a short span, has established a career in Telugu, 
Tamil and Hindi cinema with several successful films. And the list is long 
— Venkatadri Express (2013), Yaariyan (2014), Sarrainodu (2016), 
Spyder (2017), De De Pyaar De (2020), and counting. Now, during an 
interview with IndiaToday.in, Rakul opened up about the success 
recent pan-India films are receiving across the country.

GOOD CINEMA ALWAYS HAD AN AUDIENCE: RAKUL

Speaking exclusively to us, Rakul said, "I'll just say that good 
films were always watched, those films had an audience on 
TV. Many of my films were dubbed and were super hits in 
Hindi. This has been happening since before, but now, 
since the films are released theatrically, you and I are 
talking about this because the audience who wouldn't 
have watched the films earlier now has a platform to 
watch them. I am a true believer that cinema has no 
language, it only has emotion, and wherever films are 
being made they will be appreciated all over India. It's 
great that South Indian films are doing so well. Just imagine 
if we contribute together and make content."

I WOULD LOVE TO BE A PART OF OTT: RAKUL
Movies are now releasing in theatres once again, but the OTT content 

boom is not showing signs of slowing down. Ask Rakul if she is open to 
doing something for OTT and she replies, "I definitely have it on my mind 
that if there is something completely path-breaking, something exciting, I 
would love to do it. OTT is coming out with such great content. The kind of reach 
and experimentation that's happening, it's a new world. I'm excited to see what 
unfolds in the future in the Indian space of OTT. We have really made some good 
shows, so if I get something nice, I would love to be a part of OTT." Rakul was 
last seen in the Ajay Devgn and Amitabh Bachchan-starrer Runway 34. The film 
received mixed reviews from the audience and critics alike. It, however, failed to 
make a mark at the box office.

?Rakul Preet 
Singh believes 
that cinema is 
not bound by 
language, and 
that good 
content will 
always find an 
audience.

Priyanka Chopra recalls how she felt when 
she wore mangalsutra for the first time

Priyanka Chopra is not just a fantastic actress but also a 
fashionista. She has made India proud on a global level with 
her acting chops and entrepreneurial skills. The actress 
got married to American singer Nick Jonas in 2018 and they 
are going very strong as a couple. In a recent brand shoot, the 
actress took a trip down memory lane and recalled how she 
felt when she wore a mangalsutra for the first time.

PRIYANKA REVEALS HOW SHE FELT WHEN SHE 
W O R E  MANGALSUTRA

Baring her heart out during a brand shoot, Priyanka opened up 
about her feelings about wearing a mangalsutra as a modern 
woman. The actress said, "I remember when I wore mine for the first time because we have grown 
with the idea of what it means. It was just a very special moment for me. At the same time, as a 
modern woman, I also understand the repercussions of what it means. Do I like the idea of wearing 
mangalsutra or is it too patriarchal? But at the same time, I am that generation that's sort of in the 
middle. Maintain tradition but know who you are and what you stand for. And we'll see the next 
generation of girls might do differently." The actress further spoke about the importance of black 
beads in a mangalsutra. She mentioned that black is to ward off evil and protect oneself.
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New Delhi. With an aim to ease local prices, the tariff rate quota of 20 lakh tonnes each for crude check retail prices. "We urge the government to 
central government has scrapped customs duty soyabean and sunflower oils. Under the TRQ a take a decision on this demand at the earliest," 
and agricultural infrastructure development customs duty and agri infra development cess he added.
cess on the import of crude soyabean oil and of 5.5 per cent would be removed, Mehta said. INFLATION, PRICE RISE
crude sunflower oil for 20 lakh metric tonnes When asked about the likely impact on retail The government has taken a few measures to 
(MT) each per year. The duty-free import of 20 prices, Mehta told PTI that the prices of control spiralling prices. The government had 
lakh MT per year will be applicable for two soyabean oil are expected to come down by Rs cut excise duty on petrol and diesel and also 
fiscals, 2022-23 and 2023-24, for crude 3 per litre. Mehta further said the country is waived import duty on some raw materials used 
soyabean oil and crude sunflower oil, likely to import 35 lakh tonnes of crude in steel and plastic industry. Besides, export 
according to a notification by the Finance soyabean oil and about 16-18 lakh tonnes of duty was hiked on iron ore and iron pellets. A 
Ministry on Tuesday. crude sunflower oil this fiscal. He further said rise in price across all items from fuel to 

vegetables and cooking oil pushed WPI or SOYABEAN, SUNFLOWER OIL PRICES the association has demanded a reduction of 
import duty on rice bran oil and canola oil as This would mean till March 31, 2024, a total of 80 wholesale price inflation to a record high of 
well in order to boost domestic supplies and lakh MT on crude soyabean oil and crude 15.08 per cent in April and retail inflation to a 
check retail prices. "We urge the government to sunflower oil could be imported duty free. The near eight-year high of 7.79 per cent. High 
take a decision on this demand at the earliest," exemption will help cool domestic prices and inflation prompted the Reserve Bank to hold an 
he added.Mehta further said the country is control inflation. "This will provide significant unscheduled meeting to raise the benchmark 
likely to import 35 lakh tonnes of crude relief to the consumers, the Central Board of interest rate by 40 basis points to 4.40 per cent 
soyabean oil and about 16-18 lakh tonnes of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) tweeted. earlier this month. he government has taken a 
crude sunflower oil this fiscal. He further said Solvent Extractors of India (SEA) Executive few measures to control spiralling prices. The 
the association has demanded a reduction of Director B V Mehta said the prices of soyabean government had cut excise duty on petrol and 
import duty on rice bran oil and canola oil as oil are expected to come down by Rs 3 per litre. diesel and also waived import duty on some raw 
well in order to boost domestic supplies and The government issued notification regarding materials used in steel and plastic.

Taliban allows UAE firm to manage three 
airports in Afghanistan, signs deal in Kabul

Soyabean, sunflower oil prices to go down All you need to know

New Delhi: 

The Taliban did not discuss the deal's terms. 
The Emirati Foreign Ministry did not 
immediately respond to a request for com The 
Emirates' state-run WAM news agency also 
did not acknowledge the deal, though the UAE 
was one of the few nations that allowed the 
Taliban to operate diplomatic posts in their 
nation during their earlier rule. GAAC 
reportedly signed a $47 million service 
contract in 2020 to run airports in Afghanistan, 
including ground handling, information 
technology, and security. During the Taliban allowed an Emirati company 

described the arrangement as renewing an ceremony, Baradar said the Taliban wanted to manage three airports in Afghanistan after 
airport ground-handling agreement with the good relations with all countries and called on the fall of the country's U.S.-backed 
UAE, a federation of seven sheikhdoms home investors to come and invest in Afghanistan. He government on May 24. However, the United 
to the long-haul carriers Emirates and Etihad insisted the Taliban government would provide Arab Emirates did not immediately 
Airways. atar had been in line to run the facilities and security for them. However, the acknowledge the deal. Under the deal, the Abu 
airports, though the deal apparently broke down Taliban have faced withering international Dhabi-based firm GAAC Solutions would 
over Doha's requirement to have their own criticism of their rule since seizing the country manage the airports in Herat, Kabul, and 
security personnel on hand at the airports. The by force last August amid the American and Kandahar, the Taliban said. They held a news 
Gulf Arab nation already has agreed to NATO troops withdrawal from Afghanistan. conference in Kabul in which they signed the 
represent the United States in Taliban-run They have refused to reopen schools for girls deal with an individual they identified as a 
Afghanistan following the closure of the above the sixth grade, despite earlier promises. managing director for GAAC, reports AP. 
American Embassy in Kabul and the Last week they ordered women working on Ghulam Jelani Wafa, the Taliban's acting 
withdrawal of all U.S. forces from the country television to cover their faces. ment. GAAC deputy transportation and civil aviation 
in late August. Meanwhile, Qatar Airways had Solutions describes itself on a one-page website minister signed the accord. Also on hand was 
been running flights to evacuate American as an Abu Dhabi-based joint venture whose Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the Taliban-
citizens out of Afghanistan since the takeover. partners include the firm G42. appointed deputy prime minister, who 

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina 
to inaugurate Padma bridge on 
June 25 in Dhaka

will be allowed with specific Government of India has New Delhi: The government on Tuesday 
permission of the Directorate decided to regulate sugar imposed restrictions on sugar exports from 
of Sugar, Department of Food exports,? it said.June 1, a move aimed at increasing 
and Public Distribution," it Sugar mills and exporters need to availability of the commodity in the domestic 
said. The latest decision also take approvals in the form of market and curbing price rise. "Export of 
comes against the backdrop Export Release Orders (EROs) sugar (raw, refined and white sugar) is placed 
of record exports of sugar. In from the Directorate of Sugar, under restricted category from June 1, 2022 
sugar seasons 2017-18, 2018- Department of Food and Public onwards," the Directorate General of Foreign 
19 and 2019-20, only about Distribution. The government Trade (DGFT) said in a notification. 
6.2 LMT, 38 LMT and 59.60 h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u o u s l y  However, it said that these restrictions would 
LMT of sugar was exported, monitoring the situation in the not be applicable on sugar being exported to 
the statement said. However, sugar sector, including sugar the EU and the US under CXL and TRQ. A 
in the sugar season 2020-21 production, consumption, specified amount of sugar is exported to these 
against a target of 60 LMT export as well as price trends in regions under CLX and TRQ.
about 70 LMT have been wholesale and retail markets all In a statement, the government said that with a 
exported. In the current sugar over the country. India has been view to maintain domestic availability and 
season 2021-22, contracts for the highest producer and the price stability of sugar in the country during 

new season starts in last week of October in export of about 90 LMT have second largest exporter of sugar sugar season 2021-22 (October-September), 
Karnataka, in the last week of October to been signed, about 82 LMT sugar has been in the world in the current year. As a result of it has been decided to regulate the sugar 
November in Maharashtra and in November dispatched from sugar mills for export and regular efforts of the government, 99.5 per exports with effect from June 1. "The 
in Uttar Pradesh. "So generally, up to about 78 LMT have been exported. Export of cent of cane dues for last sugar season 2020-government has decided to allow export of 
November, supply of sugar takes place from sugar in the current sugar season 2021-22 is 21 have been paid and about 85 per cent of sugar up to 100 LMT (lakh metric tonnes) 
previous year stock," the government said. the historically highest, the statement said. cane dues of current sugar season 2021-22 with a view to maintain the domestic 
"Taking into consideration unprecedented "The decision will ensure that the closing stock have also been released to farmers. availability and price stability during the 
growth in exports of sugar and the need to of sugar at the end of sugar season (30th Sept Wholesale prices of sugar in India are range s u g a r  s e a s o n  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  ( O c t o b e r -
maintain sufficient stock of sugar in the 2022) remains 60-65 LMT which is 2-3 bound between Rs 3,150-3,500 per quintal September)," it said. "As per the order issued 
country as well as to safeguard interests of months stocks (monthly requirement is while retail prices are also within control in by DGFT, with effect from 1st June, 2022 till 
the common citizens of the country by around 24 LMT in those months) required for the range of Rs 36-44 per kilogram in 31st October, 2022, or till further order, 
keeping prices of sugar under check, domestic use," it said, adding that crushing in different parts of the country, the .whichever is earlier, the export of the sugar 

Petrol and diesel prices on May 
25: Check fuel rates in your city

Mumbai.  The Securi t ies  and 
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) on 
Tuesday sent a notice to NSE’s 
former Managing Director and CEO 
Chitra Ramkrishna asking her to pay 
Rs 3.12 crore in a case related to 
governance lapses at the stock 
exchange. The regulator has warned 
of arrest and attachment of assets and 
bank accounts if she fails to make the 
payment within 15 days. Any 
transfer of property or money from 
her name after February 11, 2022 
will be treated as her property for the 
purpose of recovery, Sebi said. The 
notice came after Ramkrishna failed 
to pay the fine imposed on her by the 
Sebi. 

In an order dated February 11, Sebi had 
slapped a penalty of Rs 3 crore on 
Ramkrishna for alleged governance 
lapses in a case related to the 
appointment of Anand Subramanian 
as the Group Operating Officer and 
Advisor when she was at the helm of 
NSE as its MD and CEO, as well as 
for sharing confidential information 
of the company with an unidentified 
person. Apart from penalising 
Ramkrishna, Sebi had imposed a 
penalty on Ravi Narain, who was the 
predecessor of Ramkrishna, and 
Subramanian and others. In its fresh 
notice, Sebi directed Ramkrishna to 
pay Rs 3.12 crore, which includes 
interest and recovery cost, within 15 
days. In the event of non-payment of 
dues, the market regulator will 
recover the amount by attaching and 
s e l l i n g  h e r  m o v e a b l e  a n d  
immoveable property. Besides, 
Ramkrishna faces attachment of her 
b a n k  a c c o u n t s  a n d  a r r e s t .  
Ramkrishna is currently lodged in 
Delhi’s Tihar Jail after she was 
arrested by the CBI on March 6 in the 
NSE co-location scam case and 
investigation linked to other 
governance lapses at the bourse. Last 
month, the regulator issued similar 
demand notices to Narain and 
Subramanian. In April, the Securities 
Appellate Tribunal (SAT) admitted 
Ramkrishna’s plea against the Sebi 
order in relation to.

Sebi to Chitra Ramkrishna: 

Pay Rs 3.1 crore or face 

arrest, asset attachment

Digit Insurance targets $5 billion in IPO valuation

After relief on edible oil, sugar price rise to be 
prevented! Government takes big decision

New Delhi: The initial public offering (IPO) 
of specialty chemicals company Aether 
Industries, which opened for subscription on 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022, was subscribed by 
around 39 per cent by 11:57 am on the 
second day of bidding. It received total bids 
for 36,88,464 shares across both the stock 
exchanges against 93,56,193 shares on 
offer, data from National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) showed. The Rs 808.04 crore Aether 
Industries IPO will be available for 
subscription till Thursday, May 26, 2022, 
and the price band of the company has been 
fixed at Rs 610-642 per share. 

The Aether IPO comprises a fresh issue of Rs 
627 crore and an offer-for-sale (OFS) of 
28,20,000 equity shares. Promoter Purnima 
Ashwin Desai will be selling the stake 
through the OFS. Aether Industries is a 
specialty chemicals manufacturer in India 
f o c u s e d  o n  p r o d u c i n g  a d v a n c e d  
intermediates and specialty chemicals 
involving complex and differentiated 
c h e m i s t r y  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  c o r e  
competencies. It started with a research and 
development (R&D) unit in 2013 and began 
commercial production in 2017. It caters to 
the pharmaceutical, agrochemical, material 
science, electronic chemical, high-
performance photography and oil and gas 
industry segments. The net proceeds from 
the fresh issue will be used for funding 
capital expenditure requirements for 
proposed greenfield project, prepayment or 
repayment of all or a portion of certain 
outstanding borrowings, funding working 
capital requirements and general corporate 
purposes, according to the information 
given in the red herring prospectus (RHP). 
The net proceeds from the fresh issue will be 
used for funding capital expenditure 
requirements for proposed greenfield 
project, prepayment or repayment of all or a 
portion of certain outstanding borrowings, 
funding working capital requirements and 
general corporate purposes, according to the 
information given in the red herring 
prospectus (RHP).

New Delhi.Prices of petrol and diesel 
remained steady for the third straight day 
across the country on Wednesday, May 25, 
2022. The price of petrol in Delhi stands at 
Rs 96.72 per litre while that of diesel is at Rs 
89.62. In Mumbai, petrol currently costs Rs 
111.35, while diesel is retailing at Rs 97.28, 
data available on Indian Oil Corporation’s 
website showed.

The rates of both the key auto fuels were 
sharply reduced on Sunday after Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a 
cut in excise duty on petrol by 8 per litre, and 
6 rupees per litre on diesel on Saturday. 
Following the government’s decision petrol 
price was cut by Rs 8.69 per litre while 
diesel was reduced by Rs 7.05 in the national 
capital on Sunday. Additionally, the state 
governments of Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 
Kerala too decreased VAT on petrol and 
diesel after Sitharaman’s call to provide 
further relief to consumers following a cut in 
excise duty by the Centre. Petrol and diesel 
prices in the country differ from state to state 
depending on the local taxation (VAT) and 
freight charges. Apart from this, the central 
government charges an excise duty on auto 
fuels. Generally, the OMCs revise rates of 
petrol and diesel daily based on the average 
price of benchmark fuel in the international 
market in the preceding 15-days and foreign 
exchange rates. In the international market, 
oil prices rose in early trade on Wednesday, 
boosted by tight supplies and the prospect of 
rising demand from the upcoming start of 
the US summer driving season, news agency 
Reuters reported earlier in the day. Brent 
crude futures for July rose 46 cents, or 0.4 
per cent, to $114.02 a barrel by 0020 GMT. 
US West Texas Intermediate.

months. Digit has appointed Morgan Non-life insurance penetration in 
Stanley and Indian investment bank India stood at only 0.94% in 2020/21, 
ICICI Securities as bookrunners for from 0.56% about 20 years ago, data 
the deal. It plans to file its draft from the Insurance Regulatory and 
documents to the markets regulator Development Authority of India 
by September and list by January, shows. Digit has served more than 20 
said the people, who sought million customers across car, bike, 
anonymity as they were not alth and travel insurance, as per its 
authorised to talk to the media. A website. Its revenue surged 62% to 
spokesperson for Digit declined to about $675 million in the last fiscal 
comment on "speculation". ICICI too year, outpacing the industry`s 11% 
declined to comment while Morgan increase. The company recorded a net 
did not respond to emails seeking loss of $7.8 million on revenue of $309 
comment. Digit was valued at close million in 2020/21, but its latest profit 
to $4 billion earlier this month when or losses could not immediately be 
it raised a tranche of funding. It has so ascertained. igit is among India`s few 

companies in the sector to be at least five Mumbai: India`s Digit Insurance, backed by far raised more than $400 million from startup unicorns - a term for companies 
years old before going public, which Digit Canadian billionaire Prem Watsa`s Fairfax Sequoia Capital, A91 Partners and Faering valued at more than $1 billion - which is 
will fulfil by September. Digit plans to raise Group, is considering raising about $500 Capital, besides Fairfax. India`s biggest profitable or close to profitability, one of the 
money by offering new shares along with million in an initial public offering at a public offering - of state-owned Life people said. Bankers say that demand for 
Fairfax, its largest shareholder with about valuation of $4.5 billion to $5 billion, three Insurance Corp - dropped 7.8% on debut this Digit`s IPO will depend on how it prices its 
30%, trimming its stake, the people said. people aware of the matter told Reuters. month after it raised $2.7 billion, far less than shares, in addition to macroeconomic 
Fairfax could not immediately be contacted.ounded in 2017, Digit is trying to capitalise its original plan of $12 billion. Fintech firm factors. Inflation fears and rising interest 

Digit founder Kamesh Goyal is a veteran of the on India`s under-penetrated general Paytm also plunged on its debut last rates are weighing on IPO demand in India 
insurance industry who worked with insurance market along with users` need for November following a $2 billion IPO. Indian and abroad. "Digit is growing fast, so by the 
Germany`s Allianz and headed its Indian a better customer experience like easier start-ups also have found it difficult to raise time they start talking to IPO investors, the 
joint venture. Indian cricket star Virat Kohli claim settlements, though IPOs in the money privately this year after a boom in $4 billion valuation will seem outdated," one 
is an investor and its brand ambassador. country have not done well in the past few 2021. India`s insurance regulator requires banker said..

Bangladesh’s largest Padma bridge will open 
to traffic on June 25,” announced road, 
transport, and bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader after meeting Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina in Dhaka, reports Xinhua news 
agency. "Our Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
will inaugurate the bridge on June 25 
morning in a grand ceremony," he said. The 
Bangladesh government has already fixed 
the toll rates of the bridge. According to a 
gazette notification, toll rates will range 
from 100 takas to over 6,000 takas. The huge 
infrastructure project, with the main bridge 
spanning 6.15 km in length, is the largest 
and most challenging in Bangladesh's 
history.

The bridge standing across the Padma River to 
link the northeastern and southwestern areas 
of Bangladesh is also a key part of an 
anticipated trans-Asian railway network. 
Hasina inaugurated the main construction 
work of the bridge in 2015. The Padma 
multipurpose bridge is located about 40 km 
southwest of Dhaka. The Padma Bridge is a 
multipurpose road-rail bridge across the 
Padma River to be constructed in 
Bangladesh. When completed it will be the 
largest bridge in Bangladesh and the first 
fixed river crossing for road traffic. It will 
connect Louhajong, Munshiganj to 
Shariatpur and Madaripur, linking the 
south-west of the country, to northern and 
eastern regions.

?Taliban May 24 announced a 
deal allowing an Emirati company 
to manage three airports in 
Afghanistan; UAE did not 
immediately acknowledge the 
deal, reports AP. 

Aether Industries IPO: 

Everything you need to know

?Founded in 2017, Digit is 
trying to capitalise on India`s 
under-penetrated general 
insurance market along with 
users` need for a better 
customer experience like 
easier claim settlements, 
though IPOs in the country 
have not done well in the past 
few months.
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 Kolkata. After taking Gujarat Titans to the IPL sure that I approach all the situation in a cool- take right decisions. If you are too excited 
final, Hardik Pandya spoke about MS Dhoni. headed way. sometimes or too hyped up, you tend to take 

Generally, you take better decision that way. For Hardik’s appointment as Titans captain had wrong decisions where you don’t need. “For 
me in my life and in my cricketing journey, it raised many an eyebrow; someone who never me, it was important to create partnerships and 
was important to give that 10-second extra led a side before in serious cricket. The all- be there till the end. When Miller came, I had to 
rather than rushing in.” The good thing is that he rounder, however, has taken to the job like a make sure that I kind of take pressure off him, 
hasn’t let captaincy affect his game, rather duck to water and over the course of this IPL his and score quick runs and you saw what Miller 
thriving in it. A recall to the Indian T20I squad captaincy skills have been praised. His ability to did after he got set.”
was well-earned. Hardik sort of divides  The Titans skipper was all praise for Rashid stay calm under pressure has a touch of Dhoni. 
opinion. Nobody questions his talent, but his Khan, whose spell of 0/15 from four overs Hardik agreed.

“Obviously Mahi bhai has played a big role in my career  has  p layed peek-a-boo wi th  proved to be the bowling difference between the 
life. He is a dear brother, a dear friend, family to controversies, over his fitness and also, off-the- two sides. “He (Rashid) plays a big role. He has 
me. So, for me, I have learnt a lot of good of field comments. The player is not perturbed. been a match-winner for his country, his 
things from him. For me it was more about “People always talk, I can’t help, Hardik previous franchise. He is always a proven 
being individually strong which I’m really Pandya always makes news. I have no problem match-winner. I just relax when I give him the 
proud of myself as well, how I have been able to with it.” About the game, he spoke about his ball and let him do his magic. All the time, he 
manage all the parts,” he said at the post-match match-winning partnership with David Miller. comes up with new magic tricks. Always 
press conference after Titans’ win over “It was very simple for me. I have been in this wonderful to have him in your team.” Hardik is 
Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier 1. Hardik added: kind of situation before as well. I try to make looking forward to playing the final on his 
“Before the captaincy as well, I always made sure that I’m netural and calm, which helps to home patch at Motera.

Naomi Osaka’s mental health discussion resonates at French Open

For Hardik Pandya, MS Dhoni is brother, friend, family and role model

Paris. Naomi Osaka’s 2022 French Open All of us are humans. All of us have to deal 
is over following a first-round loss. The with all of these mental struggles. We 
players remaining in the tournament see struggle,” Badosa said. “And it’s important 
and hear products of her frank that players like her talk about it.” Before 
discussion about anxiety and depression Roland Garros last year, Osaka said she 
a year ago — from new “quiet rooms” didn’t intend to speak to the media. After 
and three on-call psychiatrists at Roland her first-round victory, she was fined 
Garros to a broader sense that mental $15,000 for skipping a mandatory news 
health is a far-less-taboo topic than it conference (a requirement that has not 
once was. changed at the French Open or other major 

“I remember after I got back from France championships). Osaka then pulled out of 
last year and having photographers the event. “I think everybody was surprised 
follow me even at random places like and was not ready for that,” said Kildine 

who reached the French Open’s second round the grocery store. It felt really odd and a Chevalier, the French tennis federation’s 
Tuesday. “In tennis, the life we kind of live is bit overwhelming, until one day a woman manager of player services and relations. “It’s 
not so normal,” she said. “It can lead to a lot of came up to me and told me that by speaking up, important now we take into consideration 
unhealthy habits.” Osaka was not the first to I helped her son,” Osaka wrote in a recent those problems,” said Chevalier, a former pro 
broach this. But her place of prominence, as a email to The Associated Press. “In that player who has not worked previously in the 
four-time Grand Slam champion and former moment, it did all feel worthwhile.” In area of mental health, “not to repeat a similar 
No. 1-ranked player, and her decisions to conversations with The AP shortly before or situation and to prevent (it) instead of acting 
withdraw from Roland Garros, to explain why during the French Open, which began Sunday, when it’s already here.” New amenities for 
and to take two mental health breaks last several professional tennis players credited players at this French Open include an 850-
season resonated. “Anytime an athlete shares Osaka with helping bring the subject out of the square-foot room in the main stadium with 11 
their vulnerability and their authenticity, it’s shadows for their sport and, in concert with the beds and noise-reducing headphones, a yoga 
going to affect other athletes in that sport. voices of other athletes such as Olympic room with daily workshops on meditation and 
There’s a relatability,” said Becky Ahlgren champion gymnast Simone Biles, helping breathing and telephone hotlines to reach out 
Bedics, the vice president of mental health and foster more awareness and concern. “I to psychologists or psychiatrists.
wellness for the WTA. “So I don’t know that I definitely think it’s something that is paid That is separate from what the men’s and 
would attribute it necessarily to one person or attention to way more than it was, at least when women’s tours offer, such as a member of the 
one event, but … that makes other folks sit up I was coming up as a teenager. I don’t even WTA mental health and wellness team who is 
and notice and kind of say, ‘Well, maybe I think I knew what it was when back then. And on-site at Roland Garros. Those meetings have 
should pursue something along those lines, we’re seeing people speak out and normalize it been available for years on the women’s tour, 
too.’” Paola Badosa, a 24-year-old from Spain a bit in a way where it’s OK if you’re but Ahlgren Bedics estimated there has been a 
who won Tuesday, has not shied away from struggling with something — it doesn’t matter 30% increase in sessions for WTA players over 
talking about her own anxiety. She, like others, if it’s on the court, off court, whatever,” said the initial months of 2022, compared to the 
appreciated Osaka’s forthrightness. “Jessica Pegula, a 28-year-old from New York first quarter of 2021.

IPL 2022 Eliminator LSG vs RCB: 
Virat Kohli returns to Eden 
Gardens where he scored his 
last international hundred
'New Delhi. Royal Challengers Bangalore are 

set to take on Lucknow Super Giants in the 
Eliminator of the Indian Premier League on 
Wednesday, 25 May at the Eden Gardens. 
The Faf du Plessis-led side has made it to the 
playoffs stages despite a negative run rate 
and they breathed a sigh of relief when 
Mumbai Indians did a favour and beat Delhi 
Capitals in their final league game. There 
were plenty of positives for RCB in their last 
game where they defeated group leaders and 
finalists of the current edition of the game. 
Virat Kohli looked promising hitting lovely 
shots and celebrating each boundary that his 
partner hit and on the other hand, Glenn 
Maxwell exploded like never before this 
season. 

Maxwell’s allround performance won RCB 
the game, but Virat Kohli picked the man of 
the match award for making a tricky pitch 
look like a flat batting track. he team will 
hope that they get the vintage Kohli back in 
this game as well and they could not have 
hoped for a better ground than Eden 
Gardens. Last time Virat Kohli played an 
IPL game at Eden Gardens he got a century!

His last international ton also came at the Eden 
Gardens Kohli was the Player of the Match 
in the previous game v Gujarat Titans. Will 
he score big in the Eliminator? Last IPL 
Century Virat Kohli’s last IPL century came 
against Kolkata Knight Riders in 2019, 
when he smashed 100 runs off just 58 balls. 
RCB scored a total of 213 runs in the game 
and defeated KKR by a margin of 10 runs. 
Kohli’s innings was filled with incredible 
stroke play as the batsman hit 9 boundaries 
and 4 sixes at a staggering strike rate of 170. 
He combined with Moeen Ali to put together 
90 runs in just 43 balls and then later 
accelerated alongside Marcus Stoinis to 
score 64 off 24 between them. Virat Kohli’s 
woeful form seems to have started since 
leaving this venue. It has been almost two 
and a half years since Kohli scored a century 
in any format of the game. He put 
Bangladesh to the sword in the Test format 
and hit 136 runs off 170 balls in November 
2019.

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp 
wins Premier League and LMA 
Manager of  the Year awards

IPL 2022 Eliminator | 
MI, CSK fans will also be

proud to see RCB do 
well: Dinesh Karthik

Adieu, Jo: Fans hail injured, retiring Tsonga at French Open

I've to be at school around 8:45 
am, now it's 2 am: 
Praggnanandhaa after storming 
into Chessable Masters finals
' N e w  D e l h i .  T h e  1 6 - y e a r - o l d  

Praggnanandhaa displayed his skills to stun 
Anish Giri in the semi-final of the Chessable 
Masters. He will meet world No.2 Ding 
Liren in the summit clash. The two-day final 
of the Chessable Masters starts on 
Wednesday night. Praggnanandhaa has to 
do something else ahead of the final. He has 
to attend school and write his class XI 
exams.

"I have to be at school around 8:45 am," 
Praggnanandhaa was quoted as saying. 
"And now it is 2 am." The 29-year-old Anish 
Giri had entered the match unbeaten, having 
won the USD 150,000 event's prelim stage 
l e a d e r b o a r d .  H i s  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  
Praggnanandhaa saw a tame first encounter 
before turning into a mouth-watering clash 
in the second game, with Praggnanandhaa 
taking the lead. With Giri looking for a win 
in the third game, Praggnanandhaa forced a 
draw and kept the advantage at 2-1 against 
Giri. In a tricky next game, Giri made a 
comeback. Praggnanandhaa did his best to 
defend but Giri prevailed and levelled the 
scores at 2-2. In the tiebreaker, everything 
went wrong for Giri. He made a blunder in 
the first blitz of the play-off with 32. 
Although Giri seemed despondent, he was 
not out yet. In the second blitz, Giri was on 
t o p  b e f o r e  g i f t i n g  a  p a w n  t o  
Praggnanandhaa. Eventually, a draw was 
agreed but it was equivalent to a win for 
Praggnanandhaa who sailed. World No.2 
Ding Liren also stormed into the final in a 
sensational style. 

'New Delhi. Liverpool manager Juergen 
Klopp has been recognised for his team's 
unprecedented performances this season. 
The German bagged the League Managers 
Association (LMA) and Premier League 
Manager of the Year awards.

The Reds won the League Cup and FA Cup 
earlier this year and will now meet Real 
Madrid in the Champions League final on 
May 29 (IST). Liverpool just fell short in 
the Premier League title race, finishing a 
point behind champions Manchester City. 
"It's a great honour and it was an insane 
season," Klopp was quoted as saying. "The 
last matchday when only two games were 
meaningless and in the rest, we all played 
for absolutely everything. It was not the 
best outcome for us, but we are already over 
it." Klopp emerged as the Premier League's 
Manager of the Year winner from a shortlist 
that included Thomas Frank (Brentford), 
Pep Guardiola (Manchester City), Eddie 
Howe (Newcastle United) and Patrick 
Vieira (Crystal Palace). It is the second time 
the German has won both honours, having 
previously claimed in 2019-20. Liverpool 
came from behind to beat Wolverhampton 
Wanderers 3-1 at Anfield on the final day of 
the Premier League, thanks to goals from 
Sadio Mane, Mohamed Salah and 
Robertson. However, Manchester City's 
three goals in five minutes against Aston 
Villa's two goals meant Guardiola's team 
edged the title race by a single point and 
Liverpool's quadruple dream shattered. 
Salah and Son Heung-min.

'New Delhi. three are Services athletes and state-mates afford to have favourites. Aboobacker Karthik Unnikrishnan, Abdulla 
from Kerala. Karthik and Abdulla from the credits the quick word he had with the Aboobacker and Eldhouse Paul have been 
Air Force and Eldhouse from the Navy. coach for his 17-metre-plus jump. He partners in a shared dream. Like a band of 
They work as a team during training, but was having an off day at the Indian GP-3. brothers, these triple jumpers train at the 
during competition are fierce rivals. “It is His first jump of 16 metres was followed same venue, have a common coach, stay at 
difficult to predict who will win gold, silver by three fouls. He had injured his right the same hostel and are united by a single 
and bronze because they are evenly heel during the Federation Cup in April purpose: to cross the 17-metre mark. Last 
matched. The advantage of three elite and had only used short approach jumps week, the latest installment of what their 
athletes training together is that they can in practice, when he didn’t put any coach M Harikrishnan terms as the ‘triple-
push each other. Because each one knows pressure on his heel and instead walked jump war’ ended well. Aboobacker finished 
that if one of them slips, the other will go on his toes. But Aboobacker had an edge. first at the Indian Grand Prix-3 with a jump of 
ahead. As a coach, I make sure that even The runway at the Kalinga Stadium in 17.19 metres, the second best by an Indian 
during workout drills, they compete with Bhubaneswar was his favourite. He took after Renjith Maheshswary’s 17.30m six always looking to try and better Karthik and 
each other. It is a strategy that works. I am a liking to it when he won the gold at the inter-years ago. The bonus was Aboobacker Eldhose in the next competition. We keep 
also open to their ideas. That way, they trust services meet last year. “I was comfortable on qualifying for the world championships. motivating each other. There is a strong bond 
the coach, communication is clear and there that track and had good memories. But after Spurred on by his training mate, Unnikrishnan between us,” Aboobacker said.
is a strong bond between us,” Harikrishnan three fouls, I was not feeling great. That is produced 17.10m in his sixth and final Unnikrishnan shares a similar story about the 
said. Away from training, the trio, in their mid when the coach told me that everything is in attempt. Paul had laid down the marker with close-knit group. “Outside the training 
and late 20s, hang out together at the Sports the mind. ‘You have two more jumps so go all 16.99m at the Federation Cup last month. If ground, we are friends and get along well. We 
Authority of India centre in Bengaluru. out’. He had faith in me and was confident I not for a minor niggle, Paul could have joined are very frank with each other and share 
Aboobacker and Unnikrishnan are would qualify for the World Championships. the 17-metre club too. He finished third with everything. It is good to have friends who are 
roommates in the hostel, while Paul stays in When the fifth jump was not a foul, it was a 16.87m but is a proven champion and also rivals. After Abdulla jumped 17.19 
the same block. They share takeaways from relief. Once I jumped 17.19, my aim was expected to complete the unfinished business metres, I jumped 17.10 in my last round. We 
training, go to the mess together for meals fulfilled” Aboobacker said. To prevent at the inter-state competition in Chennai next had kept 17 metres as a big target so it was 
and consult each other before planning off- another foul, Harikrishnan had toldmonth. Harikrishnan predicts this being the very satisfying. Eldhouse too will cross 17 
day activities. “Be it a jumping session, a Aboobacker to start his run-up with an extra start of a golden era in men’s triple jump. The metres very soon.” Training three elite 
running session or weight training, we are step, and it helped. A quick pep talk reminded title of the ‘best jumper’ in India will keep jumpers can be challenging for a coach 
competing with each other. The tough him of maintaining an ‘aggressive mindset’. interchanging, he believes. Having the same during competition. Each one of them turns 
competition within our training group is what “I keep telling the jumpers not to chase wavelength and being from similar to him for advice between rounds. They 
has helped us cross 17 metres. If I was medals but to keep pushing each other. As backgrounds has helped develop the spirit of expect him to spot a mistake during a jump 
training alone, I would have been satisfied they keep improving their personal best, healthy competition between these jumpers. and also help them stay in the right frame of 
with a 16-plus-metre jump but now I am medals will follow,” Harikrishnan said.They bond over their love for the sport, all mind. He needs to stay neutral and can’t 

Triple jump’s band of brothers Unnikrishan, 
Aboobacker, Paul make 17 metres the new norm 

New Delhi. Royal Challengers 
Bangalore star Dinesh Karthik said 
the team is geared up to make the 
most of the opportunity that came 
their way to be in the IPL 2022 
playoffs and that they are hoping to 
put a smile on their fans' faces with 
the performances in the high-
octane phase of the tournament. 

Royal Challengers Bangalore will 
take on Lucknow Super Giants at 
the Eden Gardens in Kolkata on 
Wednesday, May 25 in the 
Eliminator after they sneaked 
through to the playoffs. RCB, who 
had beaten table-toppers Gujarat 
Titans ni their final league game, 
did not have fate in their own hands 
as they were hoping for Delhi 
Capitals to lose their final match 
against Mumbai Indians to seal a 
place in the playofffs. Mumbai 
Indians came up with a spirited 
show in their dead rubber and 
defeated Delhi Capitals in a thriller 
which was been closely followed 
by RCB stars at their team hotel. 
The likes of Virat Kohli, Glenn 
Maxwell and their RCB teammates 
went berserk as they celebrated 
MI's win after cheering for Rohit 
Sharma's men throughout the 
game. Shedding light on the 
experience of backing Mumbai 
Indians, it was nice to see the game 
from the perspective of a fan but 
stressed that the former finalists 
have overcome the high of having 
qualified and ready to focus on the 
job in hand. "We all felt like what 
it's to be fans of RCB and the fans 
of MI actually. For us, to have that 
journey and have fun, like Faf (du 
Plessis) said, that stage is over. 
Today, we start a new tournament. 
We have to do well in the next 3 
games.," Karthik told RCB ahead 
of their Eliminator. Karthik opined 
that both Mumbai Indians and 
Chennai Super Kings fans will be 
happy to see RCB do well in the 
playoffs. "If you have gone through 
a journey like we had, we won 5 out 
of the first 7 games. it looked like 
we will get through to the playoffs, 
but it became tougher and tougher 
with every passing match.

the best atmospheres I have seen in my Holger Rune eliminated No. 14 DenisParis. Much as he wanted to avoid tears, Jo-
career (for) my last match. I couldn’t have Shapovalov 6-3, 6-1, 7-6 (4). The fourth-Wilfried Tsonga simply could not. And, he 
asked for something better,” Tsonga said. “I seeded Tsitsipas dropped the openingsaid later, he knew he would not. So they 
couldn’t have asked for a better script, apart two sets before getting past Lorenzoflowed freely during the final moments of his 
from the fact that I could have won.” He Musetti 5-7, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3, 6-2 at Courtfinal match at the French Open, the final 
appeared to have a chance to extend the Philippe Chatrier as the calendar flippedsingles match of his professional tennis 
match by breaking to go up 6-5 in the fourth from Tuesday to Wednesday and thecareer, and he wiped them away with the 
set. But at the end of that game, he temperature dipped to about 50 degreesblack sweatband on his left wrist.
wrenched his shoulder, and that was that. Fahrenheit (10 Celsius). A year ago,They were not there because of the right 
Ruud quickly broke back, and Tsonga was Tsitsipas blew a two-set lead in the finalshoulder that was so painful he couldn’t 
visited by a trainer, who tried to help the against Novak Djokovic. “Mentally, Iproperly swing his racket by the end of a 6-7 
situation but could not. During a three- don’t know what it was, exactly, but I(8), 7-6 (4), 6-2, 7-6 (0) loss to No. 8 seed 
minute medical timeout, a band in the was not there. I was somewhere else,” heCasper Ruud on Tuesday in Court Philippe creating a splotch of the rust-colored clay on 
stands got fans to clap and chant “Jo! Jo!” to said about his start against Musetti. “And IChatrier. They were there because he knows his face.
the rhythm of a drumbeat, then played “La was frustrated with myself. What did I do tohe is done trying to win matches, done Asked later what he’ll miss the most as he 
Marseillaise” as some in the seats sang along kind of feel that way or deserve that in anhearing the supportive roars from spectators, leaves the sport, he replied: “The adrenaline, 
to France’s national anthem. opener like this in a Grand Slam, you know? Idone experiencing the highs and lows of a stepping on a big court like this one. 

think I was really focused too much on theWhen play resumed, Tsonga could barely even professional tennis career that featured a spot Adrenaline you can feel when you have 
future, thinking about other things instead ofserve, tapping the ball at barely more than 60 at No. 5 in the rankings, a run to the 2008 15,000 people shouting your name.” It all 
really being fully present in what I was doingmph (100 kph) — less than half as fast as the Australian Open final and France’s first offered the most compelling moments of Day 
at that time.” Women who advanced to thebooming offerings he was known for — and Davis Cup title in 16 years — but also a series 3, which included first-round victories in the 
second round included 2017 championeven tried hitting one shot left-handed as the of injuries. He’s been limited to a total of 18 men’s bracket for U.S. Open champion 
Jelena Ostapenko, 2018 champion Simonatiebreaker ended in a shutout. No matter. The matches since the start of 2021, turned 37 last Daniil Medvedev, 2021 French Open runner-
Halep, No. 7 seed Aryna Sabalenka, No. 9locals gave Tsonga a prolonged standing month, has a family now and knew this trip to up Stefanos Tsitsipas, No. 7 seed Andrey 
Danielle Collins, No. 11 Jessica Pegula andovation, and he went up near the net, knelt Roland Garros would be the perfect way to Rublev and No. 24 Frances Tiafoe, who had 
No. 22 Madison Keys.and rested his forehead on the ground, bid adieu. “It was pure madness today. One of been 0-6 at Roland Garros. Danish teenager 
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Qutab Minar row: Delhi Waqf Board asks ASI to allow Namaz at 
mosque on premises, Saket Court to pronounce order in June

time prayer is taking place at the said fundamental right over such a New Delhi: Even as Delhi`s Saket Court 
mosque since times immemorial," structure.  As per the Ancient reserved the order on an appeal regarding 
requesting the ASI DG for action Monuments Act, the Qutub Minar the restoration of 27 Hindu and Jain 
against those officials who stopped Complex is a monument and no right temples in the Qutub Minar complex in 
Namaz at the mosque, and allow it to worship can be granted at this Mehrauli, Capital's Waqf Board has 
without any restriction so that the peace place. There is no provision under claimed that Namaz used to be offered at a 
and harmony of the area are AMASR Act 1958 under which mosque there, that was stopped by the 
"maintained". Imam of the mosque, worship can be started at any living Archaeological Survey of India. The ASI 
Maulvi Sher Mohammad appointed by monument. High court of Delhi on Tuesday opposed a plea before a Delhi 
the Waqf Board, had also written a clearly mentioned in its order dated court seeking restoration of Hindu and 
letter to ASI in this regard on May 7, January 27, 1999, stated ASI. The Jain deities inside the Qutab Minar 
stating that the ASI officials were not suit was filed on behalf of Jain deity complex, saying it is not a place of 
allowing them to offer prayers in the Tirthankar Lord Rishabh Dev and worship and the existing status of the advance copy to the opposite party. 
mosque. Court reserves order on plea to Hindu deity Lord Vishnu (through their monument cannot be altered, said a PTI Advocate Vishnu Jain appearing for the 
restore temples in Qutub Minar complex next of friends), seeking restoration of the report. petitioner (Appellant) apprised the court 
Delhi`s Saket Court on Tuesday reserved alleged temple complex, comprising as that Quwwat-Ul-Islam Masjid situated In a letter to ASI Director-General last 
the order on an appeal regarding the many as 27 temples.  "The suit was filed to within the Qutub Minar complex in week, Delhi Waqf Board chairman 
restoration of 27 Hindu and Jain temples preserve and protect the religious and Mehrauli was built in place of a temple Amanatullah Khan requested for allowing 
in the Qutub Minar complex in Mehrauli. cultural heritage of India and to exercise complex. Jain read Section 16 of the Namaz at the "ancient" Quwwat-ul-Islam 
It was alleged in the appeal that the the right to religion guaranteed by Article AMASR Act 1958 that says "A protected mosque in Qutab Minor complex, 
Quwwat-Ul-Islam Masjid situated within 25 and 26 of the Constitution of India by monument maintained by the Central claiming it was stopped by the ASI 
the Qutub Minar complex in Mehrauli restoring 27 Hindu and Jain temples with Government under this Act which is a officials. The letter reportedly quotes him 
was built in place of a temple complex. respective deities which were dismantled, place of worship or shrine shall not be as saying, "Five-time daily prayers were 
After hearing the lengthy submissions of desecrated and damaged under the used for any purpose inconsistent with its offered by the Muslims at the mosque and 
the appellant and other parties, additional command and orders of Qutub-Din-character," submitting that "Once a deity the practice continued without any 
District Judge Nikhil Chopra reserved the Aibak, a commander of invader always a deity and it has its dignity hindrance and interference since its 
judgement in the matter and fixed June 9, Mohammad Ghori, who established slave forever. It is the determination of inception." Delhi Waqf Board chairman 
2022, for order. dynasty and raised some construction at character."Meanwhile, appearing for further said, "It is important to mention 

the same very place of temples naming it Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) According to reports, the court said that that the said mosque is duly notified Waqf 
as, Quwwat-Ul-Islam Mosque," the plea opposed the appeal and said Qutub Minar parties would be at liberty to file brief property vide Gazette of Delhi 
said.is a monument and no one can claim a synopsis if any within a week, with an administration dated 16.04.1970 and five 

New Delhi. Ninety-four per cent women construction 
workers, surveyed as part of a study conducted in 
Delhi, never raised their voice or took any steps to 
prevent the negative impact of air pollution because of 
the fear of losing their jobs.

The Purpose India and Mahila Housing Trust (MHT) 
jointly executed a project with women construction 
workers from Bakkarwala, Gokulpuri and Sawda 
Ghevra in Delhi from August 2021 to April 2022 to 
mobilise and enable them to understand the impact of 
air pollution on them and their children’s health and, by 
doing so, build knowledge and pressure among local 
governments to support policy and action. A baseline 
study was conducted among 390 women construction 
workers to understand their priorities and issues in their 
lives, and articulate the impact of air pollution on this 
group. The sample households were characterised by 
respondents mostly 36 years and older and mostly 
illiterate or with low educational levels. Those 
surveyed were predominantly Scheduled Castes, 
followed by OBCs and a majority (87 per cent) were 
married. Around 85 per cent of the women agreed that 
air pollution has a negative impact on human health, 
and 75 per cent reported that they feel sick or 
uncomfortable when the air quality is bad, it said. More 
than three-fourths of the respondents believed that 
working at construction sites is harmful for their health. 

The study said 76 per cent of the women were aware of 
the problem of air pollution. All the participants were 
ignorant about the terms PM 2.5, PM 10 and air quality 
index, the report said. “Ninety-four per cent women 
never raised their voice or took any steps to prevent the 
negative impact of air pollution due to the fear of losing 
their jobs,” it said. Only 6 per cent women took steps to 
prevent the negative effects of air pollution (using 
masks or dupatta to cover their face, wearing full-
sleeved clothes, trying to raise concerns relating to air 
pollution at construction sites, or sprinkling water on 
debris).  

BJP top brass to meet in 

Delhi to discuss plans for 

Modi govt's 8th 

anniversary celebrations

Death Penalty Demand For Yasin Malik, Order In Terror Funding Case 

Filmmaker Satish Kaushik Accuses 
GoAir Of  Fleecing Flyers. Their Reply

New Delhi: Bhartiya Janta 
Party's (BJP) top leaders and 
minis ters  wi l l  meet  on 
Wednesday at the party 
headquarters here to discuss 
and plan for the programmes to 
mark the eight years of the 
N a r e n d r a  M o d i - l e d  
government at the Centre. 
Speaking to ANI, a top source 
in the party said, "There will be 
a  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  B J P 
headquarters on May 25. We 
will discuss the plan and 
programme for the grand 
celebrations of eight years of 
the Modi Government". The 
BJP chief JP Nadda, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, and 
BL Santosh among others will 
take part in the meeting. The 
source in the party further said 
that they will also discuss the 
execution of 15 days long 
programmes related to 'Seva, 
Shushan, and Gareeb Kalyan' 
to mark eight years. The target 
is to reach people with all the 
policies and programmes of the 
government, said the source. 
"The BJP is planning for the 
grand celebrations by reaching 
out  to  i t s  people  wi th  
government policies and 
programmes. The ministers 
will take out `Vikas Teeratha 
yatra`.

 Details will be discussed in the 
meeting tomorrow," the source 
added. The BJP will complete 
its eight years at the Centre on 
May 30, which the party plans 
to celebrate from May 30 to 
June 14 on the theme of 
`Service, Good Governance 
and Poor Welfare`. Notably, in 
the meeting of the BJP national 
office bearers that took place in 
Jaipur on May 20, a blueprint 
was prepared to take the report 
card of the government.

Karti Chidambaram Likely To Appear 
Before CBI In Visa Scam Case

Arvind Kejriwal 'looting 
accolades': BJP on Punjab 
minister Vijay Singla's 
sacking, arrest over 
corruption charges
New Delhi: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has accused 

Delhi Chief Minister and AAP national convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal of ‘looting accolades’ over the sacking 
of Punjab health minister Vijay Singla, who was found 
to be involved in corruption. It may be mentioned that 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) convenor had praised 
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann for his action against the 
corrupt minister and said that it "brought tears" to his 
eyes.

Delhi CM Kejriwal also said that he is proud of Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann for sacking Punjab 
Minister Vijay Singla over corruption allegations. 
"Proud of you Bhagwant. Ur action has brought tears to 
my eyes. The whole nation today feels proud of AAP," 
Kejriwal tweeted. Taking a jibe at Kejriwal, BJP 
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia said he (Kejriwal) is 
looting accolades for sacking a corrupt minister. "It has 
been 68 days since your sinful government came into 
power and during this period we can conclude that AAP 
is not able to handle Punjab. People of the state are 
saying that wherever AAP goes corruption reaches 
there," Bhatia said.  He said in your government, the 
minister indulges in corruption and extorts commission 
on the medicine which was used for the benefit of the 
public and you say that "I am proud of you (Mann) and 
action has brought tears to eyes." "When your own 
minister involves in corruption and caught for his sin 
what is so proud of this? these are crocodile tears and 
the country is ashamed of it," he added. Bhatia further 
asked Kejriwal to answer his statement which he made 
in April saying that corruption ended in Punjab in 20 
days, now will you accept that the corruption has re-
grown in the AAP government again?  he BJP leader 
alleged that AAP is a mega corrupt party and said 
Kejriwal only makes rosy promises during elections 
and gives only thorns to the people. Punjab`s Anti-
Corruption Branch arrested Punjab Minister Vijay 
Singla following corruption allegations against him. 

In a first in 6 years, Centre caps sugar 
exports to shore up domestic stock

New Delhi: Actor and filmmaker Satish Kaushik on 
Wednesday slammed Go First Airlines for using 
“dubious ways” to fleece passengers. Responding to the 
Instagram post, the air carrier expressed regret and said 
the filmmaker will hear from them soon.  In an 
Instagram post, Mr Kaushik said that his office had 
booked two seats “in the first row with middle seat” on 
flight “G8 2315”, and had also paid ? 25,000. The flight 
was from Mumbai to Dehradun on June 23. He alleged 
that the flight had sold the middle seat to another 
passenger despite his office paying for it.

Satish Kaushik said a person called Mr. Zubin from Go 
First tried to help by telling the passenger that he would 
adjust him on the next flight but that passenger was 
adamant. The flight was on hold as the staff inside the 
aircraft were unable to find a seat for the passenger. So, 
Mr Kaushik decided to offer the seat to the fellow 
passenger. He added, “Zubin and the air hostesses who 
were aghast at the mistake of their own organisation 
thanked me.” The filmmaker claimed that the air hostess 
asked him to send a mail to the airline's office “about 
this unfortunate glitch from their side” and seek an 
apology He said Mr Zubin also told him that he would 
inform the office and ensure that he gets a refund for the 
seat. “I told Zubin that it will never happen,” wrote Mr 
Kaushik. He added that his office has been contacting 
the customer care of the airlines and their reply was no 
refund. “Is this the way to earn extra money by 
harassing a passenger. It is not about getting a refund but 
about voicing your grievance,” he wrote. Mr Kaushik 
said he could have held the flight but didn't do it because 
he didn't want to keep the passengers waiting after 
“three hours of torturous delay”. Responding to the 
post, the air carrier wrote, "We thank you for reaching 
out to us and we regret any inconvenience cause. You 
will hear from our office soon."

Ninety-four per cent women 
‘silent’ on pollution fearing sack: 
Study

left 2 weeks ago for a work/ family- reuse of project visas is New Delhi:  Congress  MP Kar t i  
visit trip to UK and Europe. It does likely to be approved by the Chidambaram is likely to appear before 
not intimidate me that the central then Home Minister...," it the CBI on Wednesday to join the 
government is once again using its further alleged. The CBI in investigation into an alleged scam 
agencies to accuse me of a its FIR on May 14 has pertaining to issuance of visa to 263 
ma l i c ious  and  comple t e ly  named as accused Karti Chinese nationals in 2011 when his father 
fabricated charge. "Previously, the C h i d a m b a r a m ,  M r  P Chidambaram was the home minister, 
agencies have gone after me based B h a s k a r a r a m a n ,  M r  officials said.

Karti Chidambaram, who has gone on a trip on the statement of an undertrial Makharia, Talwandi Sabo 
to the UK and Europe with the permission murder suspect. Now, they are Power Limited (TSPL), and 
of the Supreme Court and a special CBI basing their bogus charges on the Mumbai-based Bell Tools 
court, is scheduled to return on Tuesday. alleged actions of a deceased Limited through which 
According to the special CBI court's person, whom I have never met. I bribes were allegedly 
order, he has to join the CBI investigation intend to continue to fight every routed. The case was 
within 16 hours of his return. The case one of their motivated attempts to registered under  IPC 

officials said. "They devised a back-door pertains to allegations of ? 50 lakh being target my father through me," he sections 120-B (criminal 
way to defeat the purpose of ceiling paid as bribe to the Congress MP and his added. conspiracy) and 477A(falsification of 
(maximum of project visas permissible to The MP said, "For what it's worth, however, close associate S Bhaskararaman by a top accounts) and sections 8 and 9 of the 
the company's plant) by granting I firmly state that I am not associated with executive of Vedanta group company Prevention of Corruption Act, they said. 
permission to reuse 263 project visas this visa issue directly, indirectly, Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd. (TSPL), which Mr Makharia allegedly submitted a letter 
allotted to the said Chinese company's vicariously or even telepathically! The was setting a power plant in Punjab, the to the home ministry on July 30, 2011, 
officials," it was alleged. Project visas allegations against me by the CBI are CBI FIR said. According to the CBI, the seeking approval to reuse the project visas 
were a special type of visa introduced in ludicrous, to say the least. I categorically work for setting up the power project was allotted to his company, which was 
2010 for the power and steel sector for deny all of them." The agency has alleged being executed by a Chinese company approved within a month and permission 
which detailed guidelines were issued that Mr Bhaskararaman was approached and was running behind schedule. A TSPL was issued, the officials said. It alleged 
during P Chidambaram's tenure as the by Vikas Makharia, the then associate executive had sought re-issuance of that the payment of the bribe was routed 
home minister but there was no provision vice president of TSPL, for the reissue of project visa for 263 Chinese workers for from TSPL to Karti Chidambaram and Mr 
of reissue of project visas, the FIR project visas for 263 Chinese workers which ? 50 lakh allegedly exchanged Bhaskararaman through Mumbai-based 
alleged. "As per prevalent guidelines, working at the Mansa-based power plant.hands, according to the CBI FIR. Karti Bel l  Tools  Ltd  wi th  payments  
deviation in rare and exceptional cases The CBI FIR, which contains the findings Chidambaram has denied all allegations camouflaged under two invoices raised 
could be considered and granted only of the investigating officer who probed and said "if this is not harassment, not a for consultancy and out-of-pocket 
with the approval of the home secretary. the PE, has alleged that Makharia witch hunt, then what is."  In a statement expenses for works related to visas for the 
However, in view of the above approached him through his "close issued on Tuesday, he said, "I am heading Chinese workers. Mr Makharia had later 
circumstances, the deviation in terms of associate/front man" Bhaskararaman, the back home today, as was planned when I thanked the Congress.

NEWS BOX

country. After the hostile farm protests, New Delhi. Alerted by the global supply 
the government has ensured that despite volatilities due to the Russia-Ukraine 
record production of sugar, 99.5 per cent conflict, the Centre has ordered regulation 
of cane dues for last sugar season 2020-21 of sugar exports from June 1 to ensure 
have been paid and about 85 per cent of adequate sugar stock for domestic demand 
cane dues of current sugar season 2021-22 and price stability. For the first time in six 
have been released to farmers. The years, the government has introduced curbs 
government plans to maintain stable to regulate exports of sugar. Now, only 100 
prices of sugar in the domestic market. LMT of sugar can be exported out of the 
Wholesale prices of sugar in India range country.The step was taken so that the 
from 3150 to 3500 per quintal, while retail closing stock of sugar at the end of the sugar 
prices have stayed in control in the range season (Sept 30, 2022) remains between from sugar  mil ls  for  export  and 

of 36-44 in different parts of the country. 60-65 LMT. This is the stock needed for two approximately 78 LMT has already been 
Under the new regulation, sugar mills and to three months, as the domestic monthly exported. Export of sugar in the current sugar 
exporters need to take approval in the form of requirement is around 24 LMT in those season 2021-22 is the highest historically. 
Export Release Orders (EROs) from the months. The government has factored in that India has been the biggest producer and the 
Directorate of Sugar, Department of Food cane crushing in the new season will begin in second largest exporter of sugar in the world 
and Public Distribution. Initially, the Centre three major sugar producing states in the in the current year. 
was mulling to cap sugar exports at 80LMT, October-November period. Cane crushing Lower sugar output in Brazil and high oil 
but the cap was raised as production starts in Karnataka in the last week of prices, which encourage mills there to 
estimates were revised upwards. The Indian October; in Maharashtra it is the last week of produce more sugarcane-based ethanol, 
Sugar Mills Association (ISMA) has revised October to November; in Uttar Pradesh it have led to a rise in global sugar prices. A 
its output forecast to 355 LMT from 310 begins in November. senior sugar industry player said, “The 

Annually, till November, the supply of sugar LMT. As per ISMA, in the current season, government didn’t want a lot of sugar to get 
takes place from the previous year’s stock. In 521 mills carried out cane crushing against shipped at a time when sugar is cheap in 
sugar seasons 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019- 506 mills in the last season. By mid-May, India. The government didn’t want to end up 
20, about 6.2 LMT, 38 LMT and 59.60 LMT 405 mills had already finished crushing with a shortage and then buy expensive sugar 
of sugar was exported respectively. In sugar operations and 116 sugar mills were still to meet domestic demand .” Given that sugar 
season 2020-21 about 70 LMT was exported, operating. The net sugar production without prices are politically sensitive, the Centre has 
in excess of the target of 60 LMT.  In the diversion into ethanol is up by 58.07 lakh been continuously monitoring the situation 
current sugar season 2021-22, contracts for tons as compared to last year. That is a rise of in sugar sector, including production, 
export of about 90 LMT have been signed. 18 per cent. Correspondingly, the rise in consumption, export as well as price trends 
About 82 LMT of sugar has been dispatched gross sugar output after diversion.in wholesale and retail markets all over the 

New Delhi: The National Investigation "I was arrested within 30 minutes of Burhan ever since he gave up arms in 1994. "I have 
Agency has demanded the death penalty for Wani's encounter. Atal Bihari Vajpayee been doing non-violent politics in Kashmir 
convicted Kashmiri separatist leader Yasin allotted me a passport and India allowed me ever since," he said. Claiming that he has 
Malik, who had earlier pleaded guilty to all to make a statement because I was not a worked with seven Prime Ministers, he 
the charges including those under the criminal," Yasin Malik said in court. The challenged the Indian intelligence agencies 
stringent Unlawful Activities Prevention judge said that no case was going on against to point out if has been involved in any terror 
Act (UAPA), in a terror funding case. A Yasin Malik before this one. The NIA has activities or violence in the last 28 years. "I 
Delhi court will today pronounce its verdict demanded the maximum punishment under will retire from politics and also accept the 
on the quantum of punishment in the case. Section 121 (Waging war against the death penalty," he added. Parts of Srinagar 
Arguments have been concluded in the case government) which is the death penalty in witnessed a shutdown today ahead of today's 
and the court will give its verdict at 3:30 pm this case. The minimum punishment is life verdict. Shops and other business 
today. The defence has asked for life imprisonment. Malik also said that he has establishments were shut in some parts of 
imprisonment instead of the death penalty. followed the principles of Mahatma Gandhi the city.

New Delhi, Thursday, 26 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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