
RNI NO. DELENG/2008/25465Vol. 14 No. 9 12 pagesNew Delhi, Sunday, 22 May, 2022

National Daily
The Sikh Times

9654077232 2sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

Delhi, Haryana, Uttar

Pradesh, Punjab,

Chandigarh, Himachal

and Jammu

PUBLISHED FROM

VISIT: 

www.thesikhtimes.in
Email:sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

facebook.com/

thesikhtimes
@thesikhtimes

instagram.com/

qaumipatrika

Assam-Arunachal border dispute likely
to be resolved before 2023: Amit Shah

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Deomali (Arunachal Pradesh), May
21: Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday said that the inter-state bound-
ary dispute between Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam is likely to be resolved
before 2023. Asserting that efforts are
underway to make Northeast insur-
gency-free, he claimed 9,000 militants
from the region have surrendered dur-
ing the last eight years of the Narendra
Modi government at the Centre.
Addressing the golden jubilee celebra-
tions of Ramakrishna Mission School at
Narottam Nagar in Tirap district of
Arunachal Pradesh, Shah said, "Almost
60 per cent of the inter-state boundary
dispute between Assam and Meghalaya
has been resolved amicably. I am confi-
dent that the dispute between
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam will be
settled before 2023," he said.  He said
that the Centre is committed to bringing

peace and development to the region.
"Youths of Northeast no longer carry

guns and petrol bombs. They are now
carrying laptops and are launching

startups. This is the path of develop-
ment that the Centre has envisaged for

the region," he said. "Manipur, which
was earlier known for bandhs and block-

ades for more than 200 days a year, is
now witnessing a sea of change without
any bandh during the last five years of
BJP rule in the state," he said. Shah said
that the insurgency in the Bodoland
region of Assam was resolved through
the signing of the Bodo Peace Accord.
"Surrender of militant groups in Tripura
and resolving of the refugee issue was
undertaken by the Modi government.
The Union Home Ministry has taken ini-
tiatives to bring peace to Assam's Karbi
Anglong," he said.  The Union home
minister said that a three-pronged agen-
da has been prepared for the develop-
ment of the Northeast.  "Firstly, we
would preserve and promote the indige-
nous cultures and languages of the
region. Secondly, we want to end all dis-
putes among the northeastern states
and make it free from insurgency and
thirdly, we want to make the eight states
the most developed in the country," he
added.  

Telangana CM K Chandrashekar
Rao meets Arvind Kejriwal

Spl. Correspondent
New Delhi, May 21: In another push to cobble an

anti-BJP camp sans the Congress at a national level,
Telangana chief minister and TRS head K
Chandrashekar Rao on Saturday met Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav here, and later, in company with
Delhi chief minister and AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal
visited a government school and Mohalla clinic. Rao is
on a two-day visit here as part of his country-wide itiner-
ary to meet with non-BJP leaders to explore the possibil-
ity of a grand alliance of opposition parties with an eye
on the 2024 general election. He met Yadav for more
than an hour, and discussed the political situation in the

country. Later, Telangana Chief Minister’s Office tweet-
ed “Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
@YadavAkhilesh met Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao at his residence in New Delhi.He also visited a
Mohalla clinic. The Kejriwal-led AAP government has
been presenting better management of the schools and
Mohalla clinics as the high watermark of its perform-
ance. This was on ample display by AAP during its suc-
cessful campaign for recent assembly elections in
Punjab.  He also met economic experts in Delhi to dis-
cuss the country’s economic conditions. Telangana
chief minister is also expected to visit West Bengal and
Bihar on May 29-30, where he will meet the families of
the soldiers killed in the Galwan Valley incident in 2020.
He will visit Chandigarh on May 22 to offer solace to the
600 families of farmers who died during the nationwide
farmers’ agitation. Mr Rao will distribute Rs 3 lakh
cheque as financial assistance to each family. He will dis-
tribute cheques along with Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann.
On May 26, Rao will visit Bengaluru where he will meet
former Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda On May 26.
Subsequently, he will go to Ralegaon Siddhi in
Maharashtra to meet social activist Anna Hazare. Also,
he will offer prayers to Shri Saibaba.

Delhi court convicts former Haryana
CM Om Prakash Chautala in dispro-

portionate assets case
New Delhi, May 21: A Delhi court on Saturday con-

victed former Haryana chief minister Om Prakash
Chautala in a case
related to dispro-
portionate assets.
Special judge Vikas
Dhull passed the
order and posted
the matter for May
26, when the court
will hear the argu-
ments on the quan-
tum of sentence.
The CBI had lodged
the case in 2005,

and a charge sheet was filed in March 26, 2010, accus-
ing Chautala of amassing assets worth Rs 6.09 crore,
much disproportionate to his legitimate income,
between 1993 and 2006.  

Gyanvapi row: Delhi college
professor Ratan Lal granted bail

New Delhi, May 21: Associate professor of
Delhi University's Hindu College Ratan Lal has
been granted bail on a surety bond of Rs 50,000. He
was arrested on Friday night for his objectionable
social media post referring to claims about a
'Shivling' found inside Varanasi's Gyanvapi mosque
complex, police said. They said Lal was arrested

under Indian Penal Code sections 153A (promoting
enmity between dif ferent groups on grounds of
religion, race, place of birth, residence, language,
etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of
harmony) and 295A (deliberate act to outrage reli-
gious feelings of any class by insulting its religion)
by the Cyber Police Station, North. An FIR was
lodged against Lal on Tuesday night based on a
complaint filed by a Delhi-based lawyer. In his com-
plaint, advocate Vineet Jindal said Lal had recently
shared a "derogatory, inciting and provocating
tweet on the Shivling". The statement made by Lal
on his Twitter account is "instigating and provok-
ing", he said in the complaint. The statement was
posted on the issue of a 'Shivling' found in the
Gyanvapi mosque complex which is very sensitive
in nature and the matter is pending before the
court, the lawyer said in his complaint. Defending
his post earlier, Lal had said, "In India, if you speak
about anything, someone or the other's sentiment
will be hurt. So this is nothing new. 
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MEA: Two bridges built by China 
in Pangong area occupied illegally

Chandigarh Police recover live IED from 

back of Burail Jail, unearth terror link

Assam floods: Death 
toll rises to 14, over 7.12 
lakh people affected
Guwahati. The flood situation in Assam 

remained grim on Friday, with four more 
people perishing in the deluge. While two 
people died in Cachar district, Lakhimpur 
and Nagaon witnessed one death each. The 
death toll in the current pre-monsoon floods 
and landslides in Assam has risen to 14, 
with nearly 7.12 lakh people affected in 29 
of the state's 34 districts.

On the other hand, a total of 80036.90 hectare 
crop areas have been affected in 2,251 
villages across the 29 affected districts. 
More than 74,705 people have taken shelter 
in 234 relief camps. The affected districts 
are Barpeta, Biswanath, Bongaigaon, 
Cachar, Charaideo, Darrang, Dhemaji, 
Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Dima Hasao, Goalpara, 
Golaghat, Hailakandi, Hojai, Jorhat, 
Kamrup, Kamrup Metropolitan, Karbi 
Anglong West, Karimganj, Kokrajhar, 
Lakhimpur, Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon, 
Nalbari, Sonitpur, South Salmar, Tinsukia 
and Udalguri. PICS | Roads submerged, rail 
links cut off: Heavy rains disrupt normal 
life in Assam A total of 269 stranded people 
have been rescued while 24 metric tonnes 
of food items have been transported to the 
worst-affected Dima Hasao district in the 
last two days with the help of the Indian Air 
Force. The state government has allotted 
additional Rs 2 crore each to Cachar and 
Dima Hasao district for releasing 
gratuitous relief to the affected people. 
Unicef has deployed seven teams of 
technical specialists and consultants to 
support the disaster management 
authorities of Cachar, Hojai, Darrang, 
Biswanath, Nagaon, Morigaon and Dima 
Hasao to monitor flood relief operations. 
The Assam disaster management authority 
is also contemplating to augment disaster 
response forces from nearby states to 
further strengthen response if the situation 
becomes more critical. A team of specialists 
from ISRO is doing rapid damage 
assessment in Dima Hasao using drones 
and satellite data to inform the post disaster 
need assessment. Steps for recuperating the 
broken communication systems are.

Petition filed in 1914, verdict comes in 2022

Chandigarh. Police recovered a live improvised explosive device 
(IED) from near the back wall of Burail Jail last month. Forensic 
analysis of the explosive has pointed to terror links. According to a 
statement issued by the police, a team of Chandigarh Police’s 
Operations cell was conducting security checks at various vital 
installations like Elante Mall, ISBT, Sector-17 and 43 on April 23. 
During this, the team reached the back side of Burail Jail, where they 
spotted smoke rising from a fire close to the prison’s back wall. On 
closer inspection, the cops noticed a tiffin, a detonator and burning 
Codex wire. They quickly brought the blaze under control and 
prevented the suspected explosive from detonating. Amidst this, 
Narinder Patial of the district crime squad also reached the spot. An 
alert was sounded and SSP UT Kuldeep Singh Chahal called in the 
bomb disposal squad and the National Security Guard (NSG). An 
NSG unit from Manesar arrived at the scene on April 24 and disposed 
of the bomb safely. A case under the Explosive Substance Act 1908 
was registered at Sector-49 police station.

A black backpack in which one detonator wrapped in a Urdu/Pakistani 
newspaper recovered from the spot, along with a small polypack 
containing nails and some printouts with “Khalistan Action Force” 
written on them. Police launched an investigation and pulled CCTV 
footage and mobile dump data from the area. Several suspicious 
numbers were short listed and further analysis revealed that one 
mobile was switched off since the time of the incident. There was one 
international call to Germany made from the number, which on 
checking was found in the name of JS Multani, a person of interest in 
prior probes into terror activities.

New Delhi. A Supreme Court- d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o r t e d  car near the tollgate and went away 
appointed panel on Friday said the inconsistencies in Hyderabad and all the four deceased suspects 
encounter killings of four accused in police’s version of the incident to hatched a plan to rape her and that 
a case of gang rape and murder of a point out that the four men were shot after she left they deflated the rear 
veterinarian on the outskirts of dead from a close range and there tyre and that after she returned, they 
Hyderabad in 2019 was fake.1 were no indications of any encounter offered to get the tyre punctured” is 

to justify the claim. Some of the key not true. Hence, it is to be concluded The panel also recommended that the 
findings and recommendations of the that the deceased suspects did not 10 policemen concerned be tried for 
commission are:  The police’s claim make any confessional statement at murder. he report, which was 
that the suspects were taken from the safe house on December 5, 2019, submitted before a bench headed by 
Central Prison, Cherlapally, to the and December 6, 2019.  Even Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, 
safe house till the incident resulting otherwise, the credibility of the only also quoted the family members of 
in their death “is thoroughly false and independent witnesses is in serious the four accused — Mohd Arif, Jollu 
unacceptable”. doubt. Their evidence is found to be Shiva, Jollu Naveen and Chintakunta 

discrepant in many important Chennakesavulu — claiming that  The alleged interrogation reports do 
respects.  It is also strange that no they were all juveniles. The Supreme not contain anything barring some 
steps have been taken to have the Court rejected the Telangana details of phone numbers of the 
alleged articles identified by the government’s request to keep sealed deceased suspects and their family 
family members of the victim. SW-2 the report of the three-member panel, members.  Thus,  the al leged 
(state witness), the victim’s sister, has headed by former apex court judge interrogation by Venkata Reddy, 
categorically stated before the Justice V.S. Sirpurkar, and ordered it assistant investigating officer, cannot 
commission that she was not to be forwarded to Telangana High be accepted as true.  The confession 
summoned by the police after the Court for further action. The statement of the suspect recorded at 
incident on December 6, 2019. The commission, which also included Shadnagar police station on 
record would show that till the time former Bombay High Court judge November 29, 2019, that “on the 
of examination of SW-2, the articles Justice Rekha P. Sondur Baldota and evening at about 6pm a girl aged 
allegedly recovered were not shown ex-IPS officer D.R. Kaarthikeyan, in about 20 to 25 years parked her 
to the family members of the.its 387-page report had elaborately scooty near their lorry and boarded a 

Patna. Former Bihar Chief Minister Rabri 
Devi lost her cool and slapped an RJD 
worker who was protesting outside her Patna 
home, where the CBI had been conducting 
an hours-long search operation in a fresh 
case related to the land-for-jobs scam on 
Friday.  In the wake of the CBI raids, RJD 
workers had been sloganeering and staging 
protests outside Rabri Devi’s 10, Circular 
Road residence. When the probe agency’s 
officials tried to leave the property in the 
evening, they were met with resistance from 
the party cadres. Patna Police also struggled 
to disperse the protesting mob.

Video shows that Rabri Devi came out to 
pacify her party workers, who were creating 
a ruckus and blocking the CBI team from 
leaving. However, she abruptly lost her 
temper and slapped one protester, then 
another. At the time of the incident, Rabri 
Devi’s son Tej Pratap Yadav was also present 
outside. Together, the two senior leaders 
defused the situation by entreating the 
protesting workers, and they eventually 
backed off and let the CBI team depart. Rabri 
Devi has been named as an accused in a fresh 
corruption case lodged by the CBI in the 
land-for-jobs scam dating back to her 
husband Lalu Prasad Yadav’s tenure as 
railway minister. The couple’s two 
daughters, Misa Bharti and Hema, are also 
named in the list of 17 accused, according to 
the FIR. It is alleged that several prime 
properties were given to the Yadav family in 
exchange for jobs in the Railways under Lalu 
Prasad Yadav from 2008 to 2009.

Patna. Passing a recent verdict in a Bihar buyers. They moved court in 1914. On but she assembled them and studied them,” continued, the sons of Bhikari and 
court, the judge felt compelled to say: “The March 11 this year, the judgment went in Satyendra said. Satyendra said: “What made Gupteshwar too died but the grandsons kept 
long delay in the resolution of the case is a favour of Darbari’s descendants. The three- the case tougher was that it was connected up the fight till judge Nitin Tripathi delivered 
mockery of justice and a paradox of human acre plot now has a highway running along it, with the cases relating to the division of the verdict last week. Tripathi ordered 
life.” Additional district judge Shweta Singh and its price has shot up to Rs 5 crore an acre. Nathuni Khan’s property among his Gupteshwar ’s  grandson Suryanath  
of the Ara civil court was delivering the “I still can’t believe that the case has been descendants (some of whom moved to Chaurasiya to deposit Rs 3,584, including the 
judgment, after toiling over termite-damaged resolved. But the other side has the option of Pakistan during the Partition) and the sale of principal and the interest. Suryanath 
files, in a land case that had continued for 108 moving Patna High Court and approaching the same plot to two different people.” Last promptly did so. The court is now waiting for 
years, down four generations of litigants. the Supreme Court later,” Darbari’s great- week, Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana Bhikari’s grandson to come and claim the 

grandson Atul Singh, who secured a copy of had regretted the slowness of India’s money. Another case, relating to an unpaid Rs 800 
the 18-page judgment only this week, told “complex and expensive” justice delivery loan, dragged on for 75 years before the Officials of the Buxar court said that one 
reporters. system, highlighted the “22 per cent district court in Buxar settled it last week. reason behind the delay was the repeated 

vacancies” in the district courts and urged the When the land case began in 1914 over a The disputed plot is in the state government’s redrawing of Bihar’s district map, which 
lower judiciary to walk the extra mile to help three-acre plot, the First World War had just possession. Atul will be approaching the sub- caused the case to be transferred from one 
the often hapless litigants. The other case was court to another. Originally, the area was part started. ccording to court records, the plot at divisional magistrate to get the plot released. 
filed by Bhikari Lal, resident of Buxar of the old Shahabad district, with Ara as its Koilwar in Bhojpur district belonged to Atul’s lawyer Satyendra Narayan Singh’s 
Chowk, in 1947 for the recovery of Rs 800 Nathuni Khan, who died in 1911. His father Badri Narayan Singh and grandfather headquarters where the case was filed. 
given to Gupteshwar Prasad, resident of descendants fought over his property and Shivvrata Narayan Singh too were lawyers Shahabad was divided in 1972 to create the 
Chakarhansi village. Both are now dead. moved court. One of Nathuni’s descendants and had represented Darbari’s descendants in Bhojpur (which included Ara and Buxar) 
There was a decision in favour of Bhikari in “sold” the plot to Darbari Singh while the case. “Judge Shweta Singh worked very and Rohtas districts. When Buxar became a 
1970, but Gupteshwar failed to pay up and another “sold” the same plot to Lakshman hard to arrive at the decision. Termites had district in 1991, the case was shifted to the 
Bhikari moved an execution suit. As the case Singh, resulting in a dispute between the two damaged many papers connected to the case, new Buxar district court.

CBI arrests Gujarat IAS 
officer K Rajesh, 
middleman in bribery 
case

appropriate arrangements are made for in another segment of the agiary in the same New Delhi. Underlining the “complexity of 
the religious observance,” the bench complex… Act applies to it. Does the the issues involved in the civil suit” 
said. Ahmadi contended that the very presence of the agiary make the cross an pending before the Civil Judge (Senior 
order of sealing sought to alter the status agiary? Does the presence of a cross make Division), Varanasi, on the Gyanvapi 
quo that existed “for 500 years” and to the agiary a place of Christian worship? dispute “and their sensitivity”, the 
change the religious character of the Therefore, this hybrid character, forget this Supreme Court Friday ordered transfer of 
mosque, something prohibited by the arena of contestation, is not unknown in the pending proceedings to the District 
1991 Act.  He said if the proceedings are India. What does the Act therefore Judge, Varanasi, for “trial and all 
to be sent to the District Judge, then the recognise? That the presence of a cross will interlocutory and ancillary proceedings”. 
status quo, as existing before the suit was not make an article of Christian faith into an It said the suit “should be tried before a 
filed, too must be restored. “You are article of Zoroastrian faith, nor does the senior and experienced judicial officer of 
changing the status quo of that particular presence of an article of Zoroastrian faith the Uttar Pradesh Higher Judicial 

order — when it declined to stay proceedings area. This was a pond… change of make it an article of Christian faith.” “But Service”. Responding to the argument of 
before the Varanasi court, and asked the religious character of a place is expressly the ascertainment of a religious character of Senior Advocate Huzefa Ahmadi — he 
District Magistrate to secure the area where a barred. Now I ask myself this question. Why a place, as a processual instrument, may not appeared for the Committee of Management 
Shivling was claimed to have been found did you appoint a commission? You necessarily fall foul of the provisions of of Anjuman Intezamia Masjid, Varanasi — 
during the videographic survey of the appointed a commission to see what existed Sections 3 and 4 (of the Act)… These are that the process initiated by the Varanasi 
mosque area without impeding or restricting on site — whether there were deities there, matters which we will not hazard an opinion court was in violation of the Places of 
the rights of Muslims to access and offer whether there were any symbols relating to in our order at all,” Justice Chandrachud Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991, the 
namaz at the mosque — “shall continue to another religion which were present at the said, adding “all the more reason why, on the bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud, Surya 
remain in operation pending the disposal of site. That is precisely an extension of what basis of evidence… let’s allow” the Kant and P S Narasimha, also said that 
the  app l i ca t ion”  cha l l eng ing  the  was sought to be prohibited by Parliament,” proceedings.  On concerns expressed by “ascertainment of the religious character of a 
maintainability and for eight weeks Ahmadi said. Justice Chandrachud said a Ahmadi about the leak of the Advocate place is not barred by… the Act”. 
thereafter “so as to enable any party which is five-judge Constitution Bench had “tried to C o m m i s s i o n e r ’s  r e p o r t ,  J u s t i c e  The bench said the application filed by the 
aggrieved by the order of District Judge to interpret it in our judgment in Ayodhya… Chandrachud said “that we can tell the other mosque committee, challenging the 
pursue its rights and remedies in accordance there are various nuances of the Act which side that selective leaks of the report must maintainability of the suit by five Hindu 
with law”.  “Unless adequate arrangements will also fall for consideration, which we stop. Once there is a commission report, it women seeking the right to worship at Maa 
for ensuring the due observance of wazu need not go into today at all… ascertainment must be presented to the court. Nobody Shringar Gauri Sthal on the outer wall of the 
have already been made by the District of the religious character of a place is not should leak things to the press… there is an mosque complex, “shall be decided on 
Magistrate, we request the Magistrate, in barred by… the Act.” Suppose there is an order in judicial proceedings.”Ahmadi priority by the District Judge upon the 
consultation with the parties, to ensure that agiary (fire temple). Suppose there is a cross contended that “so far as.transfer of the suit”. It said its May 17 interim 

Ahmedabad. Gujarat cadre IAS officer K 
Rajesh was arrested by the CBI on Friday 
following searches at his home and other 
premises in connection to corruption 
allegations against him. Over the last two 
days, CBI officials conducted raids 
simultaneously in Surat, Gandhinagar, 
Surendranagar and K Rajesh's native village 
in Andhra Pradesh after a case of corruption 
was registered against him through the 
central probe agency’s Delhi unit.

The CBI said several pieces of incriminating 
physical and digital evidence were recovered 
from Rajesh’s premises during the searches, 
after which he was placed under arrest. Along 
with the bureaucrat, his alleged middleman, a 
Surat-based trader named Rafiq Memon, has 
also been arrested in the case. 

Rajesh, a 2011-batch IAS officer, currently 
serves as the joint secretary in the General 
Administration Department of the Gujarat 
government in Gandhinagar. It is alleged that 
while he was the collector of Surendranagar 
district, he accepted bribes worth Rs 5 lakh 
for issuing gun licenses. The bureaucrat was 
transferred from the Home Department some 
time ago, as a complaint was lodged against 
him in the Anti-Corruption Bureau. A high-
level investigation was already being 
conducted against K Rajesh in Gujarat by a 
retired official of additional chief secretary 
rank. The IAS officer was accused of 
receiving kickbacks on dubious land deals.

Rabri Devi loses cool, 
slaps RJD worker 
protesting outside her 
home amid CBI raids

would not be in a position to comment. February 2021, both sides pulled back New Delhi. CONFIRMING REPORTS of a 
That I think the Ministry of Defence troops from some of these friction points. second bridge being built by China across 
would be in better position to tell and also With the second bridge being built right the Pangong Tso in eastern Ladakh, the 
the implications of that. But as I said, we next to the first structure, “we can safely Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on 
monitor such developments and if there’s assume it is meant for the forces to move Friday that “both these bridges are in areas 
any update on this, we will share with between the north and south banks of the that have continued to be under the illegal 
you,” he had said. In his statement on lake,” the officer said. He said the bridge occupation of China since the 1960s”. The 
Friday, he reiterated that the government would likely allow for movement of all MEA, in a statement, said India has not 
“keeps a constant watch on all types of military vehicles, including accepted China’s “unjustified claim” or 
developments that have a bearing on tanks. “Why else will they make it,” he “such construction activities”.
India’s security and takes all necessary said, adding that it will facilitate early The bridge being referred to is a second 
measures to safeguard its sovereignty and response and deployment of mechanised structure that China is building, right next to 

s a i d  s o u r c e s .  A s e n i o r  d e f e n c e  territorial integrity.” India has “made it forces. Asked when the construction the bridge it constructed earlier this year, in 
establishment officer said it was earlier clear on several occasions that the Union work had started, the officer said though the an area that lies along India’s claim line. It is 
thought that the second bridge was a Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh area was being monitored, they “didn’t keep more than 20 km east of the point which 
temporary structure built for facilitating are an integral part of India and we expect the timelines” for the second bridge as it was India says marks the Line of Actual Control 
work on the first bridge. He said they other countries to respect India’s sovereignty assumed to be a temporary structure. (LAC). “We have seen reports of a bridge 
thought the “first one was the permanent and territorial integrity,” he said. However, he said, work has been going on being constructed by China on Pangong 
bridge, and the second one was a temporary for a few months now. The bridge is located In order to “ensure that the nation’s security Lake alongside its earlier bridge. Both these 
structure for facilitation.” But, he said, “it is around 20 km east of Finger 8 on the north interests are fully protected, the government bridges are in areas that have continued to be 
the other way round now”. “This is the bank of the lake, where India says is the point has stepped up development of border under the illegal occupation of China since 
permanent bridge” and the first one seems to that marks the LAC. But by road, it would be infrastructure especially since 2014, the 1960s. We have never accepted such 
have been built to help in building this, he over 35 km from Finger 8. The area has been including construction of roads, bridges, illegal occupation of our territory, nor have 
said. under Chinese control since 1958, although etc”, he said, adding that it remains we accepted the unjustified Chinese claim or 

it is just west of India’s claim line, which, The officer said he was not sure about the committed to “the objective of creating such construction activities,” MEA 
according to India, is its international dimensions of the second bridge. But the infrastructure along the border areas to not spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said in a 
boundary. It is just east of a ruin named first bridge that was visible in satellite only meet India’s strategic and security statement on Friday. On Thursday, Bagchi 
Khurnak Fort, where China has major images was about 400 metres long and 8 requirements but also facilitate the economic had referred to it as a “so-called bridge”. 
frontier defence bases. The region is called metres wide; it was believed to be built for development of these areas.” According to Responding to questions, he had referred to 
Rutong County by China. China has a movement of security forces between the senior defence establishment officials, the media reports “on the so-called bridge or I 
frontier defence company at the Khurnak north and south banks of Pangong Tso. second bridge is a wider structure that China don’t know if it’s another bridge — 
Fort, and a water squadron further east at These were two of the most contentious is building right next to the bridge it had somebody said it’s a second bridge, or if it’s 
Banmozhang. The bridge is near the halfway friction points during the over two-year-constructed earlier this year. Work on the an expansion or widening of the current 
mark of the boomerang-shaped.long ongoing standoff in eastern Ladakh. In second bridge has been on for a few months, bridge.” “From a military perspective, I 

Finding religious nature not barred by 1991 law: Supreme Court
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EDITORIAL 6

brought about unprecedented disruption For a Vishwaguru — a global sage — does 
and suffering on the poor and the Narendra Modi’s India blink a bit too much? 
migrants. New Delhi’s latest directive on wheat exports 

would confirm such a suspicion. First, Mr China and Pakistan have been the most 
Modi’s government declared that India would, notable failures on the foreign policy 
quite correctly, play the saviour and supply front. The prime minister’s personal touch 
wheat to the world after shortages had been — an unscheduled visit to Nawaz Sharif 
reported on account of the ongoing conflict or sharing a swing with the visiting 
between Russrsault. The Union ministry of Chinese president — has not prevented 
commerce has announced specific relaxations. Pakistan and — especially — China in 
Consignments meant for overseas awaiting continuing to be aggressive adversaries. 
custom clearance would be allowed; export to That Mr Modi has not had to pay an 
Egypt would be renewed too. Cynical whispers electoral price for these bloopers only 
suggest that a firm nudge from the United exposes the ineptitude of India’s 
States of America to continue with the supply of Opposition. These slips reveal an 
wheat had forced New Delhi to don the garb of enduring lacuna. Mr Modi’s regime has a 
the messiah, once again. Such speculations marked preference for optics over 
may not be admitted to by the powers that be. substance — a typical hallmark of right-
They may not be proved either. But that is not wing politics. What makes diplomacy 
the point. The to-and-fro from the Centre effective is imagination, an ability to map 
cannot be an advertisement of policy prudence. the consequences of policy positions and, think through wider ramifications. Demonetisation, for 
Worse, Mr Modi’s interventions — domestic or foreign — above all, subtlety. Mr Modi and his government, instance, crippled India’s informal sector without denting 
have often been marked by haste as well as an inability to evidently, have no love lost for quiet efficiencyeither corruption or terror-financing. The lockdown 

Ills of political appointments

Perverse ritual

elimination were seen as acts of a continuing discourse on violence as the new civics.Violence has a creative power which 
rectification of history. Riots reworked Third, one senses that a new imagination of a plural city is narratives about it cannot match. In India in 
the past as policy and history. By 2002, required to rescue minorities from such stagnant particular, violence has an inventive quality, 
riots, rather than elaborating the imagination. The bulldozer has become the knee-jerk both at the level of performance and 
production of violence, emphasised its symbol of this new era. Jahangirpuri semaphores the new discourse. Media reports fail to capture this. 
consumption. Today, the Selfie becomes a grammar of riots reinforcing majoritarianism. Bulldozers The media read violence as sporadic, 
part of such history facilitating repetition are what the folklore of Bollywood would call a cameo episodic, discontinuous. Each event is read 
and replay. The record is not for proof but role. It pretends to distract from the script. What was, in as isolated, and the narrative loses steam 
for narcissistic display. When history is fact, tacit or silent becomes obvious. Bulldozers beyond a week. When erasure is almost 
rectified, the minority is no longer part of emphasise the unwanted nature of recalcitrant minorities. inevitable, one fails to see the systemic 
a community. It becomes a pathology that One does need to invoke the Rohingya to legitimise such nature of violence as a discourse. One senses 
one must eradicate to stabil ise behaviour. A friend of mine defined majoritarianism as an this when one reads reports on the 
majoritarian democracy. One must electoral possibility that allows one to eliminate people. It Jahangirpuri violence that see it more as an 
emphasize that all this celebration of is a variant of genocide through majoritarian consent. The urban hiccup rather than as a landmark in the 
violence takes place within the discourse Jahangirpuri riots emphasise that the majority, rather than history of riots. Reading the reports tinged 
of electoral democracy. Riots have being a trustee of the margins, now treats them as with a sense of anxiety, one realises that 
become part of the rhetoric of the greatest dispensable. Minorities in the language of genocide are Jahangirpuri has to be read as part of a serial 
good of the greatest number. Riots have ethnic waste. The bulldozer symbolises a contempt for discourse on violence. What one grasps 
become a ritual, a prelude to elections as law and the normative structures of democracy. The through the nuances of storytelling is that 
violence helps consolidate vote banks. obscenity of Jahangirpuri could not be clearer. Now violence as a discourse and as a 
The discourse on healing and apology, minorities, as defined by the majority, are meant to performative act has changed. One has to 
once part of the normative frame of the inaugurate the post-normalcy of hate. Such a situation capture this if Jahangirpuri has to be 

reportage has also changed: as one critic put it, ‘language idea of a minority, is now ignored. As Jahangirpuri allows for neither reconciliation nor ethical repair. Only understood as a text. Riots as violence resisted a 
itself becomes suspect as it becomes impersonal, showed, the minorities are sheer dirt — to be dusted off Shaheen Bagh, only a few miles from Jahangirpuri, can standardised format till the 1970s. They were read as 
exterminist. The goal is now not the murder of an and cleansed. Worse, the ruling regime faces a riot with withstand such an atrocity. Shaheen Bagh was more than sporadic, spontaneous and short-lived; an interlude 
individual but an act of demographic elimination.’ Ersatz immaculate silence. The prime minister is part of this a protest; it was an experiment where ordinary Muslim before warring factions settled down to live peacefully as 
attempts at reconciliation, even peace processions, sound complicity of State policy as he enacts a Tussauds of women showed they could be both cosmopolitan and neighbours. The structural duration of the conflict was 
more like a surreal civics or flag marches conducted by silence. Riots are meant to create a politics of anxiety, Indian in a way that the Indian State cannot. Only a short and one could sense the anticipation of 
civilians. When riots are part of governance, the language terminating any sense of belonging a member of a minority doubly tired of its minority status can challenge rapprochement.
of reconciliation sounds artificial. Consider the 1980s, minority community may feel. Simultaneously, violence Jahangirpuri. When a minority reclaims official Today, riots have changed in three ways. First, the duration 
beginning with the anti-Sikh riots that signalled the rise of becomes systemic, demographic and more efficient, citizenship, riots move from normalcy to pathology. The of violence and the nature of brutality have changed. 
exterminism. There is little sense of apologia as one seeks creating social distance from the idea of the rule of law. A language and the rituals of democracy become alive Violence is far more intensive and, yet, has an impersonal 
to eliminate sections of a population. The State becomes riot is an erasure machine for people and memories. The again. Such a sustained moral invention can prevent quality that smacks less of revenge and more of 
the main perpetrator as well as the perpetuator of the efficiency and indifference it conveys now belong to a Jahangirpuri from becoming formulaic for epidemic elimination. Second, the language of discourse, the 
discourse. For example, pits are dug up in advance and different order of evil. To view the Jahangirpuri violence demolition and the new brutality of riots. Democracy normative perspective on a riot, has withered. The 
filled with chemicals to facilitate the elimination of as a minor footnote to an urban hiccup will not do. One reinventing itself can change the stunted nature of minority is no longer intrinsic to the social whole. There is 
bodies. By the time of the 2002 riots, such acts of cannot read it as an isolated event because it is now part of majoritarian ethics.little sense of ethical repair or apology. The language of 

The newly-appointed Commissioner of Mumbai Police, 
Sanjay Pandey, is making waves with his aggressive, pro-
people policing. Every day, newspapers carry stories of 
his interaction with the public on social media and the 
follow-up of his promises.

When elected representatives choose a police 
commissioner whose integrity they know to be suspect, 
they are doing a great disservice to their mandate. 
Twenty-five years ago, when I returned home from 
Romania, Pandey as a DCP was in charge of a zone which 
included Dharavi, the city’s biggest slum. His impartiality 
resulted in communal peace in a volatile area. Mumbai’s 
police commissioner is one of two government officials 
who matter the most in this metropolis. In the early 
colonial days, the police chief doubled up as the 
municipal chief. It was only when the burden became too 
big that the two jobs were bifurcated and assigned 
separate heads. Stephen Meredyth Edwardes of the Civil 
Services, a very successful municipal commissioner of 
Mumbai in colonial times, was appointed the police 
commissioner on completing his term in the civic body. 
He is credited with ending the chronic violence that 
accompanied the yearly Muharram procession. In his 
memoirs, he wrote that the police chief’s job was the most 
taxing one he ever handled. The commissioners who 
headed Bombay police after Independence were men of 
character, and the political leaders in Bombay’s 
provincial government respected them. Morarji Desai, 
Yashwantrao Chavan, Dr BG Kher and their ilk did not 
interfere in the operational independence of the police. 
The IGP’s recommendations on postings and transfers of 
IPS officers were invariably respected. The postings of 

that Param Bir was scheduled to meet him. A trap was laid transfers and purchases are handled by the DGP, who is subordinate ranks were left to departmental heads. As 
but instead of Param Bir, a DSP arrived to meet this always senior. The government’s decision, thus, can commissioner of police from February 1982 to May 1985, 
intermediary for his own transfer! The news made affect governance. Pandey and Seth are men of I ensured that no subordinate official approached 
headlines and I wrote an article deprecating the lobbying unquestioned integrity. Besides, Seth has no chip on his politicians for transfers. The one and only time pressure 
that was going on. I did not mention names but Param Bir shoulder and can be entrusted with navigating ego was applied on me, I volunteered to step down. It was 
served a legal notice on me in which he admitted it was he problems skilfully. But is that the government’s thought important to send the message to the rank and file that I 
who was the officer involved! I replied that I stood by all behind such unusual manoeuvres? I doubt it. My view is was their leader and they had to follow my orders. Since 
that I had written. I heard nothing from him after that. The that this coalition government has yet to attain a degree of the political leaders of today have concluded that they 
state government appointed such a man to the top job. The maturity. Pawar could have provided advice, but I fear he have the right to transfer and appoint officials according 
government compounded its error by changing horses has lost his touch. The government needs to restore to the to their personal or party interests, ignoring the advice of 
midstream. Hemant Nagrale was suddenly replaced as city police its élan and pride. The morale of the rank and departmental heads, we had the traumatic reality of a 
commissioner of police by Sanjay Pandey, who had been file is badly affected. Since the citizen’s security depends commissioner suspended from service and accused of 
the ‘acting’ DGP of the state. Pandey had not been heavily on the performance of police, the political extortion, and worse! When elected representatives of the 
empanelled for the post of DGP by the UPSC. He had leadership should cease to treat the choice of police people choose a police commissioner whose integrity 
butted the heads of some seniors and resigned from leaders in a cavalier manner. Pandey has just four months they know to be suspect because he is willing to oblige 
service and joined a private company, TCS. There, too, he to go before retirement, not enough time to leave a mark. them, they are doing a great disservice to their mandate. I 
had problems with colleagues and they soon parted ways. The grapevine has it that he has been inducted to fix never expected a seasoned politician like Sharad Pawar to 
He was reinstated into the IPS because the government Param Bir. If that is true, I would advise him to be let Param Bir Singh get the better of him. The trauma that 
had not accepted his resignation! cautious. His job is not to undo the government’s follies, it Mumbai Police are enduring at present flows from that 

is to galvanise the rank and file. Pandey has the capacity to Three officials were empanelled for the post of the state one faulty appointment. Two or three years ago, an IPS 
deliver on that. The two NGOs I work with — which fight DGP and Rajneesh Seth, the junior-most among them, got officer with the credentials and seniority that should have 
communalism and corruption — have good vibes about the job as he had a sufficiently long period – two years – propelled him to the top job learnt that Param Bir was 
him as an officer who opposes communalism and left before retirement. But Pandey is two years senior to trying to outfox him by lobbying with BJP’s 
corruption, the two big evils that keep our country from Seth! It is true that the Mumbai commissioner does not intermediaries. One such intermediary was to arrive at a 
progressing.report to the DGP for operational matters, but inter-unit suburban hotel at a specified time and the officer learnt 

Words, the meanings of  which were once taken for granted, have changed in a regime which is busy upending the values of  a hard-won democratic system

Current troubles of  Mumbai Police flow from the faulty choice of  Param Bir as CP
Harsh summer

For the average Indian, this has been a harsh 
summer. Heatwaves are exhausting the working 
class — vast stretches of the country have seen 
exceptionally high temperatures since March, 
tormenting the toiling masses. This March was the 
hottest one in 122 years, according to the India 
Meteorological Department. April and May 
recorded multiple heatwaves and as if the soaring 
mercury wasn’t enough, inflation has been 
throwing the family budgets awry. Petrol and 
diesel prices are through the roof — they have 
long breached the hundred-rupee mark and are 
eyeing a new high by the end of 2022. Prices of 
edible oils — the basic ingredient of common 
man’s daily tadka — are surging too. Spend an 
hour at any grocery shop and you will see 
consumers explode over the ever-rising grocery 
bills.

Domestic gas prices are inching up. Consumers are 
left wondering if they ever get the cylinder 
subsidy in their bank accounts or if it has been 
done away with without their approval. Retail 
prices of perishables — vegetables, milk, fruits — 
are like helium balloons let loose. Across rural 
India, MGNREGA jobs are in high demand 
because livelihood sources of the poor are yet to 
be fully restored after the two tumultuous years of 
Covid-19. But even that work is hard to come by. 
Long-distance, rural-urban migration is rising, 
with small farmers and landless labourers leaving 
their villages in search of work because in many 
places rural employment has simply perished. 
Even a casual enquiry will reveal that the poor are 
rationing their daily needs. “Modi hai to mumkin 
hai” — the slogan has become a joke now. But 
jokes apart, the common man’s life is in turmoil 
and everything, including tempers, is going up.  
The countryside saw load-sheddings after a long 
time. Coal shortages, both artificial and real, 
crippled power stations even as the electricity 
demand shot up mercurially owing to the 
heatwaves, forcing many state governments to 
buy expensive power to tide over the crisis. As a 
result, in many states, power bills have spiralled. 
Now the spectre of wheat prices going up looms 
over our heads. Over the next few months, the 
retail price of wheat is speculated to surge by at 
least 50 per cent. Global wheat prices have soared 
owing to disruptions in wheat supplies due to the 
Russia-Ukraine war. Ukraine is among the largest 
suppliers of wheat. Our domestic wheat 
production had plummeted last season because of 
multiple factors. The Centre, thus, banned wheat 
exports shortly after saying that everything is 
under control — a decision that enraged the 
growers. This lack of preparedness on the part of 
the Central government means that the chapati 
would cost more a few months from now than it 
did six months ago. In spite of bilateral or 
multilateral treaties, many countries are banning 
exports to protect domestic markets and demand, 
like Indonesia did with palm oil, causing cooking 
oil prices to go up globally, or India did with 
wheat, angering the big nations that say such 
protective measures distort markets and demand-
supply chains. But the bottom line is that the 
common man will bear the brunt of all these 
decisions. What is the Central government doing 
apart from coining catchy slogans? The prime 
minister, Narendra Modi, dominates news 
channels and newspaper space like none else with 
his carefully crafted public relations strategy. But 
on the ground, his government does not provide 
for even temporary relief to the masses reeling 
from the challenges of volatile markets, shrinking 
livelihoods and a moody climate. Modi tells us to 
stay united in facing these crises.

Cross words: on change in perception of 'nationalist' vocabulary

The obscenity of  Jahangirpuri could not be clearer
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Akshay Kumar says ‘We 

keep dividing ourselves' 

over North vs South debate

Akshay Kumar is all set to play Prithviraj Chauhan in 
his upcoming film Prithviraj. The actor is known for 
not mincing his words and championing social 
causes, both with his films and personally as well. 
Akshay has also been someone who paved way for 
remakes and has supported the growth of every 
industry. Recently, a Twitter exchange between Ajay 
Devgn and Kiccha Sudeep stirred a debate on 
language. While Indian cinema is thriving in its own 
way with ‘pan-India’ films becoming a popular diet 
for cinema goers, the language debate continues. 
Akshay responded to the question by IndiaToday.in 
and reiterated empathically that he doesn’t believe in 
this divide.
'I DON'T BELIEVE IN THIS DIVIDE'
“I don’t believe in this divide. I hate it when someone 
says South industry and North. We are all one 
industry and that is what I believe. I think we should 
stop asking this question. It is important that we 
understand that this is how Britishers rules us, by 
dividing us. We have never learnt our lessons. We are 
still not understanding this part. I think the day we 
realise that we are one industry, things will start 
working better for us,” Akshay questioned. He further 
added on being questioned about remakes and 
remixes and asked, why can’t it all co-exist? 
“Someone questioned me in the morning about 
remakes and why are we remaking it? I asked why 
not! What is the problem? Is there a problem in 
remaking? OMG, Oh My God! , my film was remade 
in Telugu and became a huge hit. Their Rowdy 
Rathore we remade and worked for all of us. Why 
does anyone have a problem? Why shouldn’t it 
happen? People question on remix songs, why 
shouldn’t we remix? There are originals being made 
and then there are remakes, why is anyone having a 
problem with them coexisting? If a good film is being 
made in South and we buy its rights and remake it, 
what is wrong in it?” He elaborated, “People question 
our talent. It is not about talent, we all have it, it is 
about the story connecting with the audience. Now 
people on Twitter have become critics and want to 
have an opinion on everything. Why? I would say 
don’t get carried away. We are all trying to do our 
work.”
'UNFORTUNATE THAT THIS DEBATE IS 
HAPPENING
Stressing on how he hopes that one day this debate 
ends, he added, “It is unfortunate that this debate is 
happening, and we are all becoming victims of it. 
Why can’t we be called one industry? Why are we 
being called the North and South industry? All our 
languages are good, we are talking our mother 
tongues and we are all beautiful. It is unfortunate that 
we keep dividing ourselves.” Prithviraj Chauhan 
releases on June 3, 2022.

Chitrangda Singh wonders how India 
'can have one language Exclusive

Joining the list of celebrities who shared their takes 
on the language debate is Bollywood actress 
Chitrangda Singh. The actress, who was recently 
seen in Cutting Chai, shared her opinion on the 
ongoing language debate. The actress disagreed 
with the entire debate and wondered how India can 
just have one language. In an interview with 
IndiaToday.in, Chitrangda further spoke about the 
diversity and uniqueness of India.

'HOW CAN INDIA HAVE ONE LANGUAGE?'
Speaking with IndiaToday.in, Chitrangda Singh 

opened up about the beauty of India as a nation. 
She said, "The beauty of this country is that it has 
so many languages. The beauty of the country is 
that we have so many different cuisines, diverse 
cultures and everything. That's what makes India 
for me. The national language, the national bird, is 
a symbol. That doesn't change what India is." The 
actress further opined, "The country is so big. How 
can it have one language? It doesn't make sense. 
The beauty is that we understand the diversity of 
this country. It is so precious, different and unique. 
Find me another country like this. Sometimes, 
living in India, you don't realise it, but when you 
meet people from outside and they come here, they 
are blown away by how it (country) changes every 
100 kilometers. 
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The Dhaakad screening turned out to be quite a star-studded affair. A large number of actors were 
present on the occasion to cheer the lead star Kangana Ranaut. Her Lock Upp ‘kaidis’ also 
attended the event and were seen having a heart-warming reunion. While runner-up Payal 
Rohatgi’s post about Kangana seemingly being unhappy to see her is going viral, fans have been 
left jumping with joy as besties Anjali Arora and Munawar Faruqui aka Munjali finally met. As 
the two shared a hug, he also introduced his girlfriend Nazila, and the trio posed together for 
pictures. 

As readers would know, Munawar and Anjali shared a very close bond on Lock Upp, leading fans to 
root for them. While the two maintained they were just friend, Anjali did confess that she 
developed romantic feelings for him. Once the show ended, the two kept their distance from each 
other, leaving fans quite disappointed. Fans even felt the last night’s meeting was quite ‘fake’ and 
‘forced’. They even blamed Nazila for not allowing Munawar to continue his friendship with 
Anjali Lock Upp winner Munawar Faruqui, dressed in a white shirt and peach trousers, was even 
seen posing with the Dhaakad team, including Kangana Ranaut and Arjun Rampal. Girlfriend 
Nazila in her matching peach jumpsuit was seen by his side, as he met his other Lock Upp co-
contestants. Arjun Rampal was also joined by girlfriend Gabriella Demetriades and his daughters 
at the screening. Other Lock Upp contestants like Poonam Pandey, Saisha Shinde, Shivam 
Sharma, Kaaranvir Bohra, Zeeshan Khan, Ali Merchant, Vinit Kakar among others were also part 
of the event.

Baby Doll singer Kanika Kapoor is all set to tie the 
knot with her NRI fiance Gautam in an intimate 
ceremony on Friday, May 20th.  The pre-
wedding ceremonies have kicked off in London 
and the couple will exchange vows today. 
Kanika took to her social media platforms to 
share beautiful pictures from her pre-wedding 
celebrations, and wrote, “G ?? I Love you sooooo 
much!” In the pictures, the soon-to-be bride is seen 
in a sea green lehenga choli while the groom is 
s e e n  i n  a n  i v o r y  shervani, and their candid 
pictures are all sorts of dreamy. Kanika has been 
seeing Gaurav for a few years now. Gaurav is a London-based businessman. She was 
previously married to an NRI named Raj Chandok, and they are parents to three children – 
Aayana, Samara, and Yuvraaj. 

Pictures from Kanika’s mehendi and haldi functions have been making a round on various 
social media platforms. Paparazzi Viral Bhayani shared some inside pics too. The two are 
seen kissing each other in one of the pictures. She was seen dancing her heart out with 
Gautam and her family. In one of the photos, Gautam was seen proposing to Kanika with 
red roses. He kneeled down in front of the singer and left her blushing.

Kanika Kapoor

Gautam, 

 seals it with a kiss at her mehendi, 

haldi ceremony with fiance see inside pics

Ace choreographer Brinda made her directorial debut new but, there's something contemporary in the setting 
with Hey Sinamika, a romantic drama. Over the years, and the conflicts, Brinda made a romantic drama that 
romantic f i lms,  including Mouna Ragam, appeals to youngsters of today. While she gets the 
Alaipaayuthe, OK Kanmani and Oh My Kadavule, character arcs right, the screenplay turns out to be drab. 
among others, have appealed to the audience. Hey Dulquer Salmaan, Aditi Rao and Kajal Aggarwal's 
Sinamika is on similar lines, but has Brinda cracked the characters are fully fleshed out, but they don't matter in 
perfect recipe for a successful romantic film? Yaazhan front of the mediocre screenplay. The story doesn't rise 
(Dulquer Salmaan), a free-spirited soul, meets Mouna above the surface level and fails to hold the attention of 
(Aditi Rao Hydari) at a beachside restaurant. A the viewers.  Every scene looks orchestrated and 
sandstorm hits and, for a change, the hero needs saving. doesn't feel organic. The thought of making another 
Mouna asks Yaazhan to trust her. After a series of dates, woman seduce her husband is cringeworthy. It is 2022 
they get married. Two years later, Yaazhan is happy as a and the audience has moved past all that. Another major 
househusband, but Mouna is not. negative of Hey Sinamika is its contradicting 

ideologies. Mouna wants some space from Yaazhan's She is tired of the over-talkative Yaazhan (that's an 
overbearing personality. And when she actually gets it, understatement even for the audience) and the fact that 
she is in no position to enjoy it. Because she is jealous of he doesn't give her enough space. So, she reaches out to 
Yaazhan having a good time with Malarvizhi, the psychologist Malarvizhi (Kajal Aggarwal) to help with 
woman she set up to impress her husband. Similarly, her failing relationship. But, not by counselling. Mouna 
Yaazhan says he doesn't like people being over-asks Malarvizhi to get 'close' to Yaazhan so she can find 
optimistic. But, he is such a person. Or at least, he a solid reason to divorce him. Are you rolling your 
comes across as one.eyes? We did, too. Hey Sinamika's story offers nothing 

Hey Sinamika Movie Review: 
Dulquer Salmaan, Kajal Aggarwal, 

Aditi Rao's
 film is failed by its screenplay
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New Delhi: Do you often maintain a low account continue enjoying the benefits. Last Date For nearby bank branch or Post Office. The 
balance? If yes, then you probably could lose Renewal of PMJJBY, PMSBY Insurance  The p remium i s  au to -deb i ted  f rom the  
out on benefits worth lakh of rupees. Yes, you last date to renew the insurance policies offered policyholders’ account. The Pradhan Mantri 
read that right. under the PMJJBY and the PMSBY schemes is Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) is an 

May 31, 2022. Beneficiaries receive insurance accidental insurance scheme under which the Not maintaining a sufficient amount in the bank 
benefits worth Rs 4 lakh under the two financial sum is provided to the nominee/s only account could actually make you lose out on the 
schemes. Prime Minister Jeevan Jyoti if the policyholder dies in an accident. Indian benefits offered by the Central government for 
Insurance (PMJJBY) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan citizens aged between 18 to 70 years can buy a mere premium that is deducted from the funds 
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) is a life insurance the policy.  The scheme offers a sum assured of in your account. The insurances offered under 
scheme for Indians aged between 18 to 50. If a Rs 2 lakh in case of accidental death and Rs 1 the Central government’s two schemes -- 
policyholder dies, his or her family members or lakh in case of partial disability for an annual Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana 
nominees are provided with financial help. premium of just Rs 12.  Indian citizens should (PMJJBY) and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 
Eligible citizens can get a life insurance cover keep at least Rs 342 (Rs 330 for PMJJBY and Yojana (PMSBY) -- will soon be renewed. 
worth Rs 2 lakh by paying Rs 330 per year. One Rs 12 for PMSBY) to make sure that remain That’s why it is necessary to maintain sufficient 
can buy a PMJJBY policy by visiting their covered under the two insurance policies. funds in the bank account so that you could 

Ukraine-Russia war: UK imposes new sanctions 
on Aeroflot, Ural and Rossiya Airlines

Maintaining low bank account balance You can miss out on benefits worth Rs 4 lakhs: Here’s how

New Delhi: sanctions are having a "significant impact As part of new sanctions 
on Putin and his war machine".Russia's imposed by the Boris Johnson government, 
own Central Bank has admitted that Russia's state-owned and largest airlines, 
sanctions are a major challenge for Aeroflot, Ural Airlines, and Rossiya 
Russian supply chains, it noted. Airlines will no longer be able to sell 
According to the FCDO, the sanctions lucrative landing slots at UK airports. 
mean that several weapons manufacturers Following an earlier move to bar Russian 
have to suspend their activity due to a lack airlines from landing rights in the UK, 
of parts; defence company capabilities are additional sanctions are being imposed in 
restricted, limiting Russia's ability to response to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
replace advanced tech, including drones; conflict. The UK Foreign Office stated that 
and Russia's domestic vehicle sales have the move would prevent Russia from 
dropped by 80 per cent partly due to a lack profiting from a lucrative resource worth 
of components, which is also reducing GBP 50 million (around Rs 485 crore). "As Russia's flagship carrier Aeroflot, along with 

their ability to produce military vehicles. long as (Russian President) Putin continues his Rossiya and Ural Airlines. This means they will 
"Russia's vital exports of energy are also barbarous assault on Ukraine, we will continue be unable to use their expensive landing slots at 
shrinking, with crude oil exports down 30 per to target the Russian economy," said UK UK airports. Our actions will also prevent 
cent in April and expected to fall further as Foreign Secretary Liz Truss. Russia from selling the slots and cashing in on 
sanctions bite. Through coordinated action up to GBP 50 million," he said."We've already closed our airspace to Russian 

airlines. Today we're ensuring they can't cash in Besides a ban from UK's airspace, Russian ships across the G7 to phase out oil imports, 
their lucrative landing slots at our airports. are banned from UK waters, and the export of alongside the banning of critical oil refining and 
Every economic sanction reinforces our clear aviation goods and technology is also catalyst goods, international allies are 
message to Putin; we will not stop until Ukraine prohibited under the sanctions regime. Under tightening the vice on Putin's most trusted 
prevails," she said. The news comes as UK the transport sanctions regime, it is a criminal revenue stream," the FCDO said. The Foreign 
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps takes up the offence for any Russian aircraft to fly or land in Office notes that while the Kremlin has 
Presidency of the International Transport the UK, with the British government having the managed to stabilise the rouble, Russia is still 
Forum, which he will use to call for a united power to remove aircraft belonging to heading for the "deepest recession" since the 
response against Russia's invasion of Ukraine.  designated Russian individuals and entities collapse of the Soviet Union. Forecasts show 
"The UK was one of the first nations to from the UK aircraft register. For British Russia's GDP shrinking by between 8.5 per cent 
implement sanctions on Putin and his allies; we nationals leaving Russia, the Office of and 15 per cent this year, with the International 
forbade entrance to their ships and planes, Financial Sanctions Implementation will issue Monetary Fund expecting the economy to 
strangling them of the privilege to benefit from a General Licence to permit them to pay for a shrink a further 2.3 per cent in 2023. The UK 
global trade and commerce," said Shapps. ticket for flights originating in Russia. The UK government has also sanctioned more than 
Today, the UK government has built on the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 1,000 people and over 100 businesses since the 
strong action we have already taken against Office (FCDO) claimed that international Russia-Ukraine conflict began in February.

Noida International Airport: UP 
Govt to impose Rs 10 lakh per 
day fine for delay in 
development

New Delhi. (IFC). “This is not the EAC-PM’s report, elections. In its manifesto, the party had The report released by the 
but just submitted to them. EAC-PM does promised Rs 72,000 per year to the poorest Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e n d o r s e  t h e  20 per cent of India’s households, which Minister (EAC-PM) on the state of inequality 
recommendations made in the report,” said the then Congress president Rahul Gandhi of India caught senior government officials 
an official. The report may not be officially had called a “final assault” on poverty. in Niti Bhavan by surprise, a number of 
presented to the upper ranks of the Central Even before that, the idea was endorsed by whom were unaware that the advisory body 
government, it is learnt. former Chief Economic Advisor Arvind had commissioned such a report or that the 

Subramanian in the Economic Survey for While sources close to the EAC-PM, findings had been released Wednesday. The 
FY17 in place of subsidy transfer, which including those involved in the formulation report recommended that the government 
the then Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had of the report, reiterated that the report was launch  a  guaran teed  employment  
said might not be politically feasible in an “independent” task with no involvement programme for the urban unemployed and 
India despite being supportive of it. While or agenda setting by the EAC-PM, senior roll out a universal basic income (UBI) with the Niti Aayog in preparing the launching the report on Wednesday, Debroy government officials questioned why the scheme to reduce income gaps, among other government think tank’s recent export also said it was difficult to gauge income report carried the official logo of the EAC-

things. While the report, titled ‘The State of preparedness index, the second edition of inequality in India, owing to the lack of PM on its cover and that its release by Debroy 
Inequality in India’ was released by EAC- which was released in March 2022, and India comprehensive data, adding “what we do was communicated by a Press Information 
PM’s Chairperson Bibek Debroy on innovation index, which was last released in have and what we should have is data on Bureau (PIB) release, which is typically used 
Wednesday, sources said senior officials who 2021. These indices were launched by Niti distribution of consumption expenditure”. for official government-related updates. “We 
work closely with the government’s policy Aayog chief Amitabh Kant and the think tank “Unfortunately, it’s the case that the last were surprised that the report had EAC-PM’s 
advisory body had not received a copy until endorsed them. IFC is headed by Amit comprehensive NSS data on consumption logo and that its release was done through 

Kapoor, who, as per his website, sits on the late after its launch. “I learnt that there was a and expenditure is for 2011-12. And we have PIB,” said a senior government official. 
board of competitiveness initiatives in report like this through a media article,” said had nothing after that,” Debroy had said. Queries sent  to Debroy remained 
Mexico, the Netherlands, Italy and France. an official who works closely with the EAC- Incidentally, in 2019, the Ministry of unanswered until publication. Queries sent to 
The timing of the report and some of its PM, on condition of anonymity. Statistics and Programme Implementation the Finance Ministry on the issue did not 
recommendations are also crucial — for Niti Bhavan in central Delhi houses the EAC- had decided not to release the results of the elicit a response. IFC provides advisory 
instance, one of its key recommendations PM. Officials who work closely with the all-India Household Consumer Expenditure services to corporates and governments, and 
calls for introducing UBI. This is not a novel EAC-PM also distanced themselves and the Survey (CES) conducted by the National is the Indian chapter of the global network of 
idea, and a similar policy was, in fact, a key advisory body from the report and its Statistical Office (NSO) during 2017-2018, t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S t r a t e g y  a n d  
part of the Indian National Congress’ contents, which was prepared by the citing “data quality issues”, for which it was Competitiveness at Harvard Business 
campaign in the run up to the 2019 Lok Sabha Gurgaon-based Institute for Competitiveness severely criticised.School. It has previously worked closely 

CNG price hike today: No respite 
for common man as gas prices 
increase again

New Delhi: In what could be a big 7th 
Pay Commission's latest update, the 
Central cabinet could soon take a 
decision on increasing the basic 
salary to Rs 26,000, according to 
media reports. Lakhs of central 
government employees have long 
been pressing for the demand to hike 
the fitment factor. If the government 
increases the fitment factor, the 
salaries of the Central government 
will also hike accordingly. However, 
the government hasn’t taken any 
decision on the same yet. Currently, 
the minimum pay for Central 
government employees is Rs 18,000. 
With the hike in fitment factor, it 
could increase to Rs 26,000. 

However, for such an impressive hike 
to happen, the Central government 
will have to increase the fitment 
factor from 2.57 times to 3.68 times.

Here’s the Fitment Factor Calculation: 
If the Central government increases 

the fitment factor to 3.68, the basic 
salary of the employees will become 
Rs 26,000. For instance, if the 
government employee’s minimum 
salary is Rs 18,000, then excluding 
allowances, the minimum salary will 
be Rs 46,260 (18,000 X 2.57 = 
46,260), according to the 2.57 
fitment factor. However, if the 
fitment factor is 3.68, then the salary 
wil l  increase to Rs 95,680 
(26000X3.68 = 95,680).  he Union 
Cabinet in June 2017 approved the 
recommendations of the 7th Pay 
Commission with 34 modifications. 
The new scales of pay provide for the 
minimum basic pay to go up from Rs 
7,000 per month to Rs 18,000. On the 
other hand, at the highest level i.e. 
Secretary, went up from Rs 90,000 to 
Rs 2.5 lakh. For Class 1 officers, the 
starting salary was Rs 56,100. Also 
Read: Maintaining low bank account 
balance? You can miss out on 
benefits worth Rs 4 lakhs: Here’s 
how So, till the time, the government 
makes an official announcement in 
relation to the fitment factor, nothing 
can be said for sure. Central 
government employees have no 
opt ion but  to  wai t  for  the 
announcement that could come in 
the coming days. 

7th Pay Commission: Minimum 

pay to be hiked to Rs 26,000 Big 

decision on fitment factor soon

Fiscal prudence, less litigation, 
reforms for Economy 2.0: CEA

‘EAC-PM report independent task, 
may not be taken higher up in govt’

New Delhi: The hopes of finding the reason 
behind the missing flight MH370 have 
increased because of an aerospace expert. 
The expert has brought into use radio wave 
technology to track the course of the missing 
plane and find its last position in the water. 
The expert named Richard Godfrey believes 
the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777, which 
vanished on March 8, 2014, en route to 
Beijing from Kuala Lumpur with 239 
passengers and crew on board, is in the 
ocean 1933 kilometres west of Perth. The 
highly trained British engineer also feels the 
pilot was being followed, as demonstrated 
by several peculiar patterns in the plane's 
flight path, as reported by Mirror. The new 
discovery has given a new turn to the story, 
and the families of several of the missing 
passengers now say that the plane was 
intentionally shot down and that their loved 
ones were murdered.

It is to be noted that there has been no 
development in the case of the Malaysia 
Airlines plane for a while. Until now, no 
remains of the plane have been found even 
after investing around $200 million in the 
search. Richard employed the Weak Signal 
P r o p a g a t i o n  R e p o r t e r ,  a  h i g h l y  
sophisticated analytical tool, to estimate the 
course of the ill-fated aeroplane and the 
likely location of its remnants in an area 
known as the seventh arc by tracing 160 
different disturbances detected in its radio 
frequencies. The aircraft, which was piloted 
by Zaharie Ahmad Shah, made some 360-
degree turns, indicating that the pilot was 
fully engaged and altering course 
deliberately rather than automatically, as 
previously stated. He noticed that after three 
hours in the air, the plane was put into a 
holding pattern for around 20 minutes, 
which is common when air controllers are 
waiting for approval. Richard believes the 
pilot stalled above the southern Indian 
Ocean to call Malaysian authorities, despite 
the fact that they claim they had no contact 
for 38 minutes following take-off, Aas 
reported by Sky News. The developments 
have led people to believe in new theories 
surrounding the plane's disappearance.

New Delhi: In yet another jolt to the common 
man and auto drivers, the Indraprastha Gas 
Limited (IGL) has hiked CNG prices in 
Delhi-NCR and adjoining areas with effect 
from Saturday (May 21) at 6 am. With the 
latest hike, Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
has become expensive by Rs 2 per kg. In 
Delhi, CNG is retailing at Rs 75.61 per kg in 
Delhi while the gas is selling at Rs 78.17 per 
kg in Noida, Greater Noida, and Ghaziabad. 
In Gurugram, CNG is selling at Rs 83.94 per 
kg -- the highest among all places in Delhi 
NCR. 

IGL has also announced an increase in the 
prices of CNG in other areas adjoining 
Delhi. For instance, the gas is now selling at 
Rs 86.07 per kg in Rewari. Meanwhile, in 
Karnal and Kaithal, the gas price has 
increased to Rs Rs 84.27 per kg. Also, CNG 
price in Kanpur, Hamirpur and Fatehpur 
now stands at Rs 87.40 per Kg. Meanwhile, 
the gas rate has increased to Rs 85.88 per Kg 
in Ajmer, Pali and Rajsamand.  The CNG 
price hike comes in the backdrop of rising 
global oil and gas prices amid Russia’s 
intervention in Ukraine. Since October 
2022, gas distributors have hiked CNG and 
PNG prices on a regular basis, increasing the 
woes of the common man already faced with 
high inflation. 

New Delhi: are driven by fear and greed” borrowed, the CEA added. He said the For its next economic stage 
and “sometimes technology Centre’s move to re-embark on privatisation — Economy 2.0 — India needs to be a 
c a n  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e m . ”  and asset monetisation have however “responsible economy” with fiscal 
Manufacturing complexes have improved the balance sheet. The CEA also prudence, power and education sector 
to be increased, private sector lauded the current government’s efforts to reforms, and less government litigation 
has to ensure that MSMEs are push reforms even during the unfolding the to make up for losses during the 
paid on time and the attitude Covid crisis by introducing new schemes, pandemic year, as well as a different 
towards public health should be reduction of corporate tax and relaxing rules approach to public health, Chief 
changed,” Nageswaran said, for startups. Union Minister Ashwini Economic Adviser (CEA) V Anantha 
adding that the recent National Vaishnaw, also speaking at the inaugural Nageswaran said. “Technology can be 
Family Health Survey found session of the three-day event, said India the icing on the cake,” he said, 
that obesity level in the country would have to sharpen its edge in telecom addressing the inaugural session of the 
is on the rise. “India should not sector and semiconductor manufacturing, 7th India Ideas Conclave on ‘India-2.0 
be unhealthy when it gets master the design and manufacturing Rebooting to Meta Era’, organised by 
economic growth … correct ecosystem of devices, and work for digital India Foundation, a think tank backed 
f o o d  l a b e l l i n g  i s  v e r y  inclusion for India 2.0. He said that once by the RSS. While accepting the 
important.” Stating that the global standards have “our inputs, the appreciation for India’s growth story, 

the Ukraine crisis has proved that technology Centre had to spend time acceptance of our technology will increase”. he said, 
as it is at its best can give partial answers to clearing the balance sheet by paying dues as “Technology can be pervasive and be useful “There’s more to achieve, to deliver the kind of 
the challenges India faces, but the turmoil India had to build the system, he said fiscal … We will have to create a regulatory growth rate to take us to a middle-income 
created in the financial sector and prudence is the only way out. The country structure in which the accountability of economy from a lower-income economy. We 
fluctuations in the cryptocurrency market had a difficult last decade as banks had manufacturers comes along with freedom of have to have a vibrant financial system 
during this time have proved that “humans overlent and the corporate sector over users,” Vaishnaw added.which provides funds for growth.” He said 

New Delhi. If the upcoming Noida 
International Airport is not completed on 
time, the developer will be fined Rs 10 lakh 
per day, Minister Nand Gopal Gupta 'Nandi' 
said. The Greenfield airport is being 
deve loped  by  Swi t ze r l and -based  
concessionaire Zurich International Airport 
AG's special purpose vehicle Yamuna 
International Airport Private Limited in the 
Jewar area of Gautam Buddh Nagar district 
in western Uttar Pradesh, about 70 
kilometres from Delhi (YIAPL). 

The state industrial development minister 
issued the directives to senior officials of the 
Ya m u n a  E x p r e s s w a y  I n d u s t r i a l  
Development Authority (YEIDA) and the 
Noida International Airport Limited 
(NIAL), among other government agencies 
involved in the project, according to an 
official statement. 

"If the international airport is not ready on 
time, then a penalty will be imposed at the 
rate of Rs 10 lakh per day," the minister told 
the officials, according to the statement 
issued by his office. Gupta was on a two-day 
visit to Noida and Greater Noida, where he 
reviewed the workings of the local 
authorities as well as the YEIDA, which 
manages the development of the region 
a l o n g  t h e  1 6 5 - k m - l o n g  Ya m u n a  
Expressway in western Uttar Pradesh. 
During the meeting with YEIDA and NIAL 
officials on Friday, the minister was 
informed that all no-objection certificates 
(NOCs) have been received for the airport, 
which will have the Sarus Crane bird as its 
symbol.

Mystery of  missing plane 

MH370 close to being solved 

Expert claims to know location

New Delhi, Sunday, 22 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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New Delhi.  Promoting Ravichandran Ashwin up though, came from Moeen Ali. A loud cheer Moeen’s Powerplay batting was something to 
the order turned out to be a tactical masterstroke greeted MS Dhoni’s announcement at the toss savour. He used the bat like a magic wand and 
for Rajasthan Royals. When the game became that he would be back next year. CSK carried picked the gaps with precision. Not a single shot 
tight, his 40 not out off 23 balls became the the positive vibe, batting first. But Ruturaj was played in anger. Moeen made room, 
decisive factor. Not often does Ashwin score his Gaikwad got out in the first over. In came opened up the offside and gently lofted an 
runs at a 173-plus strike rate. On Friday, he Moeen and started to play an innings of such Ashwin delivery over cover for a six. His 
bossed an inexperienced Chennai Super Kings brilliance that the fans temporarily shed the treatment of Trent Boult was a cultured 
bowling attack. Dhoni ditty and serenaded the left-hander with decimation of the fast bowler. Boult bowled full 

‘Moeen, Moeen’ chants. With their season done on the legs. Moeen’s pick-up shot for six oozed No way does it belittle the all-rounder’s effort, a 
and dusted, CSK played this game for lazy elegance. The next five balls went for five match-winning contribution despite Royals 
entertainment. And the spectators were fours to complete a 26-run over. Intelligence chasing a very gettable 151 for victory. His 
entertained by arguably the best white-ball and timing were the hallmarks of Moeen’s knock was the most effective on the night, with 
batting of the summer yet, as Moeen made run- hitting – all proper cricket shots. The merry Royals winning by five wickets and two balls to 
scoring feel like music with the lightness of hitting took the batsman to a 19-ball half-spare to cement their place in the top-two of the 
touch. Going beyond trophies and milestones, century. Boult shook his head in disbelief. points table, thereby getting two chances of 

Devon Conway at the other end had the.sport is basically about savouring moments. making the final. The best innings of the match, 

Tiger Woods plays through pain, 
makes another major cut at PGA

IPL 2022: Ashwin intelligence trumps Ali elegance

'New Delhi. effort to get him back on the course four Tiger Woods clenched his jaw 
days in a row. “Fortunately enough, I’m when the pain hit. He limped, occasionally 
able to somehow do it,” Woods said. “I’ve used a driver like a cane, and pushed his 
had a great (physical therapy) staff that rebuilt right leg over and through the hills 
have put Humpty-Dumpty back together, and swales of Southern Hills on Friday 
and we’ll go out there tomorrow.” Woods with a singular mission: to get to the 
shut down a question about whether his leg weekend at the PGA Championship. And 
felt better or worse than Thursday. By then, he did it. Woods shot a second-round 1-
he was done talking about it. There will be under 69 that put him at 3-over par for the 
challenges over the next two days. On the tournament, one shot inside the cut line. 
steep slope off the No. 1 tee on Friday, He was in danger of missing the weekend 
Woods has used his driver like a cane to before rallying with two birdies over the 
ease his way down the hill. The stairs off final six holes.
the No. 10 tee were also slow going. A ball “You can’t win the tournament if you miss 
in a bunker can mean an awkward stance the cut. I’ve won tournaments — not 

left the course for a night of physical therapy and unsteady feet.  But there are times major championships, but I’ve won 
and ice baths. He recovered well enough to tee it when he can clear his mind of the aches and tournaments on the cut number,” Woods said 
up again Friday, which by itself impressed pains. A birdie at No. 5 seemed to straighten his after he gingerly walked the few steps up to the 
playing partner Rory McIlroy. “Just incredibly gait on the next few holes until a bogey three stage for his post-round interview There’s a 
resilient and mentally tough,” said McIlroy, holes later had him flirting with the cut line reason why you fight hard and you’re able to 
who chatted with Woods often during Friday’s again. On the ninth, he was clenching his jaw give yourself a chance on the weekend.” Few 
round. “He’s feeling it, and he’s feeling it on before hitting out of the rough into an uphill consider that a realistic scenario the way Woods 
every swing. … Yeah, look, he’s the ultimate green. Real trouble came the par-3 11th when he has to fight his body to get through a round. A 
pro. Looking at him yesterday, if that would missed the green well to the left, then bashed his car crash 15 months left his right leg so badly 
have been me, I would have been considering club against a cart path in anger. A double bogey damaged that doctors considered amputation. 
pulling out and just going home. But Tiger is followed and he was in danger of ending the Woods returned to competition last month at the 
different and he’s proved he’s different. It was week early.Masters. He made the cut there and gutted 
just a monumental effort.” Woods never Then came the late rally down stretch. Woods through the weekend at Augusta National in a 
considered leaving. “Just the fact that I’m able finally got the cushion he needed with a birdie glorious return in front of adoring galleries. He 
to play golf again and play in our biggest at No. 16. Woods finished the Masters with didn’t play again until returning to the PGA, a 
championships,” the 15-time major champion consecutive rounds of 78. He left Southern championship he has won four times, most 
said. “I’m not going to be playing a lot of Hills on Friday hoping for a better finish in recently in 2007 at Southern Hills. The fans at 
tournaments going forward. They’re going to Tulsa if his leg will allow it. “Coming back here the PGA Championship have pushed him along 
be the biggest tournaments. I want to be able to to a place that I’ve had success on, to play again, even when he looked miserable. He 
play the major championships. I’ve always against the best players in the world, that’s what opened with a 4-over 74. He said just about 
loved playing them.” Even if it takes a full-team we all want to be able to do,” Woods said.everything made his leg hurt that day before he 

I wanted to be Nikhat Zareen: 
Women's Boxing Championship 
gold medallist on comparisons 
with Mary Kom
'New Delhi. India's Nikhat Zareen won a 

historical gold medal in the Women Boxing 
Championship in Istanbul Turkey. In the 52-
kg category, Nikhat outclassed Thai boxer 
Jutamas Jitpong in a unanimous decision to 
become India's fifth female medallist in the 
competition.  Zareen's victory brought 
tremendous joy to Indians who were already 
jubilant about India's Thomas Cup win. 
Speaking exclusively to India Today on 
Friday evening, 20 May, Zareen said that it 
really feels good to win a medal for the 
country.

"Yes, it really feels good to win a gold medal 
for our country after all this hard work and 
the sacrifices that I did in my life. So, it 
finally paid off. I am really feeling happy 
after winning this medal," Zareen said. The 
25-year-old has had a difficult relationship 
with legendary Indian boxer Mary Kom and 
had missed out on an Olympic ticket, after 
the veteran Indian boxer beat her in trials. 
Nikhat, on Friday, said that all that barely 
matters since she has looked up to Mary 
Kom as her inspiration going up and it felt 
good when she was compared to her in the 
early stages of her career.  "I have always 
looked up to her (Mary Kom). She is my 
idol, she's a legend. She's been a great 
inspiration for all of our boxers. Yes, if 
people used to say Nikhat is the next Mary 
Kom, I used to feel good, but I wanted to be 
known as Nikhat Zareen," she said. Asked 
about what made her choose boxing as her 
career and what she wants to do next in her 
career, Nikhat said that sports has taught her 
to fight in life. "Boxing not only taught me to 
fight in the ring, but also taught me how to 
fight in life, and that's why I love boxing," 
she said. "My ultimate goal is to win gold in 
Paris Olympics, but my focus right now is 
on Commonwealth games," she further 
added.

Gwangju Archery World Cup: 
India men's compund team wins 
gold, makes it 2 in a row

MS Dhoni incredibly fit 
bloke, probably surprised 
himself with his batting in 

IPL 2022: Ravi Shastri

French Open: Suffering in Spain, succeeding in Paris

Thailand Open 2022: PV Sindhu 
knocked out in semi-final after 
straight-game loss to Chen 
Yufei
New Delhi. Star shuttler PV Sindhu's 

campaign at the Thailand Open 2022 came 
to an end on Saturday when she lost the 
women's singles semi-final to reigning 
Olympic champion Chen Yufei. Sindhu was 
error-prone as she was outclassed by Chen 
17-21, 16-21 at the Impact Arena in 
Bangkok. Sindhu, seeded 6th, failed to close 
out opportunities to put pressure on Chen, 
especially in the 2nd game when she was 
leading 11-7 at the break. Sindhu struggled 
with the drift and gave away easy points to 
the Olympic gold medalist who raced ahead 
after the break to close out the match in 
straight games.

 This was Chen Yufei's first win over PV 
Sindhu after becoming the Olympic 
champion. The 24-year-old improved her 
head-to-head record against the Indian 
shuttler to 5-6. Sindhu had reached the semi-
final after a hard-fought win over World No. 
1 Akane Yamaguchi in the quarter-final on 
Friday but the Indian shuttler looked off the 
mark against Chen. This is Sindhu's third 
successive semi-final exit on the tour as the 
Indian shuttler lost the Badminton Asia 
Championships last-4 round to Yamaguchi 
and Korea Open semi-final to An Seyoung. 
Sindhu was part of India's Uber Cup team 
that lost to hosts Thailand in the quarter-
finals. With Sindhu's exit, India's campaign 
at Thailand Open also came to an end. 
Senior campaigner Saina Nehwal and 
Thomas Cup champion HS Prannoy faced 
early exits while Kidambi Srikanth 
withdrew ahead of his 2nd round match in 
Thailand.

New Delhi. and ‘potential’ across the net start to and thrown out of position before the ball is Every year in the fashion 
look insufficient and not yet ‘well imparted the maximum possible RPMs and capital of the world, on tastefully 
done’. Reference: Any recent optimum speed so that it travels faster and decorated courts, elegantly-dressed 
Djokovic Grand Slam triumph. Paris dips deep in the rival’s court. Rich tradition fans get enchanted by dishevelled gritty 
will decide if Alcaraz needs more Alcaraz is known to do all that and much men in dirt-stained clothes. Invariably, 
time in the furnace to steel up. more but had he not been from Spain, the for close to three decades, the Parisians 
Unlike the Slams on grass and hard world wouldn’t have gotten this excited. His in their immaculate Channels and Diors 
courts, clay demands a lot from the countrymates’ imposing footprints on the have ended up applauding the French 
player and eventually ends up taking Roland Garros clay – this millennium there Open triumph of some tired Spaniard 
out much more. History shows that a have been just four instances of non-Spanish bathed in red clay.
fancy booming serve or a chip-and- French Open finals – adds to his aura, In the last 29 editions, 18 winners have 
charge game shaped around a killer believing in his ‘vamos’ pitch and trust in the been from Spain. Rafael Nadal’s 13, 
volley might take you far, or even till brand he represents. Spain has taken a while Sergi Bruguera’s two and one each by 

dreamy teens. The hype around him is the final day, at Wimbledon, or even US or to build this legacy. Nadal isn’t merely a Carlos Moya, Albert Costa and Juan Carlos 
justified, but then like all hypes, it is a shade Australian Opens. Not so at the French Open, product of Uncle Tony’s obsessive individual Ferrero made their country’s red and yellow 
exaggerated. the slowest of Slams. At Roland Garros, it’s a pursuit or ambitious enterprise. He is the the perennial black of the most stylised of 

Carlos Alcaraz, in the last couple of months, harder grind, where the grunts from the outcome of a scientific system that works on Slams. This time around, as the French Open 
has beaten Nadal, Djokovic, Alexander baseline are louder and guttural, the laundry a centralised strategy with former players and commences on Sunday, the first Slam in two 
Zverev and Stefanos Tsitsipas – currently the bill higher. Around here, the forehand with renowned coaches, eager to share their years that doesn’t have Covid restrictions or a 
best in business. Still some pundits are wreck-ball-like demolition capability early wisdom, on watch at every turn of the prolific cloud over anti-vaxxer Novak Djokovic’s 
holding back the platitudes. His wins have in the rally doesn’t guarantee a point. On the assembly line. The early 1990s is a good start participation, Spain’s presence in the men’s 
been in best-of-three sets, and that’s a rider finely powdered top layer of red clay – the to understand Spain’s clay march. In 1993, singles draw is an unusually high eight. 
that can’t be ignored. In tennis, the fourth and surface that grips the ball and sucks out its Bruguera, breaking his nation’s two-decade Attracting an unprecedented buzz, not seen 
fifth sets happen to be the auspicious time pace – the tactics and set-ups need to be the long lull, won the French title. The arrival of a on the tennis circuit since Nadal was 19, is a 
when ‘greatness’ visits the court, it’s the sharpest tools in a player’s kit. champion role model was a stroke of good boy from a Spanish village known for its 
moment of truth when the likes of ‘promise’ fortune the sport needed after it.Rivals need to be out-thought, wrong-footed beaches and palms living the last year of his 

New Delhi. The Indian men's compound 
archery team won the gold medal at the 
Archery World Cup Stage 2 in Gwangju, 
South Korea. It was their second 
successive World Cup gold medal as the 
team comprising Abhishek Verma, Aman 
Saini and Rajat Chauhan had finished on 
the top step of the podium in Antalya, 
Turkey last month.  India came from 
behind to prevail over France by two 
points in an intense finish to win the gold 
medal on Saturday. It was a repeat of 
Stage 1 final as India fought back from 
behind against France to win the gold 
medal. With a near-perfect showing in the 
3rd end after a shaky start in the first two 
ends. India defeated France 232-230. In 
the semi-final, India had defeated hosts 
Korea in a thrilling shoot-off. In the last 
World Cup final at Antalya in April, the 
trio of Abhishek Verma, Aman Saini and 
Rajat Chauhan had beaten France by a 
point.

BRONZE IN MIXED TEAM
Star Indian compound archer Verma went 

on to win a second medal when he along 
with Avneet Kaur pipped higher-seeded 
Turkey's Amircan Haney and Ayse Bera 
Suzer 156-155 to win the bronze in the 
mixed team event. For Kaur, this was her 
second bronze having won a team bronze 
in the women's event earlier.

'New Delhi. dismissal in an earlier game. As he doubt came pretty early in the piece On a November day, a couple of 
walked back, he threw his head up when Mohammad Shami got the ball to years ago, Virat Kohli tweeted a ‘note to self’ 
to the skies, and seemingly hit the deck just back of length. In the that he posted to his younger self. Kohli is a 
mouthed “What more do you want past few games, we have seen Kohli much-respected star but isn’t as loved as 
from me?”. When Harsha Bhogle approach similar balls tentatively. Sachin Tendulkar or MS Dhoni. Perhaps, it’s 
brought that moment up, Kohli Umesh Yadav had got one to curve due to his self-admittedly brash younger days 
opened up further. “In that spur of away with bounce from a similar length or his in-your-face aggressiveness that 
the moment you feel why is it and he had poked out an edge. In sometimes jars with the people and earns him 
happening to me? But if you go another game, Dushmantha Chameera his share of brickbats.
back to 2018 England (Test series) had one bursting up and Kohli had tried In that note to a 15-year-old self, he wrote, 
I was dropped on 22 and went on to to ride the bounce in his usually wristy-“You will be loved by many but will be 
score 149 (in the first Test in waft sort of way, but couldn’t keep it disliked too. By some who don’t even know 
Edgbaston). The juggernaut of down. his time, though, his response you. Don’t care about them. Keep believing 
2014 would have started again. But was different. He just leaned forward to in yourself.” On May 19, on the night he 
it didn’t (smiles).” The juggernaut cream it on the up, through the line, and made a fiery fifty to turn around a lull batting 
he refers to is the downward spiral sent it soaring over mid-off. It was, he stands out. “It has been a very challenging patch in the IPL, he talked about love again. 
during that series when James Anderson says, exactly what he had planned for in the time, no doubt about that. There are lots of Even hard-nosed critics of his had seemingly 
repeatedly kept getting him out and it was off nets session.things that are not controllable on the field turned soft in this season, rooting for him to 
Anderson’s bowling that he was dropped in “The very first shot I played off Shami I felt like and I have experienced that this season. One score big runs. And Kohli had noticed. “I 
the first Test in the slips. Kohli then talked that [that this could be his day]. It was a thing that stood out for me was my have received so much love that I hadn’t seen 
about how he had to keep it in perspective. length ball and hit it over his head. If I could preparation in the nets (a day before the last before at such a large scale,” Kohli would tell 

“I have had moments when I was dropped and hit a length ball over bowler’s head for a six game). I batted about 90 minutes on the go. as he collected his man-of-the-match trophy. 
then scored. If I stand here being ungrateful, or a four, I know I am in a good space as I am All I was trying to do was to get into a “It was lovely. The kind of support that I have 
it won’t be fair because I have been blessed then not bothered about balls being pitched in positive frame of mind every ball I played. I got this IPL, this whole time as well, I am 
with a lot.” In a chat for IPLT20.com with Faf right areas. If I can hit good balls, I know that wasn’t thinking what if the ball turns, or what very grateful and I am in a very blessed 
du Plessis, there were other fascinating I am going to get balls with which I can hit if it seams or swings, I was just watching the position. I have no complaints, regrets and 
revelations from Kohli about his turnaround. fours,” he told Bhogle. The knock also stood ball and reacting. And telling myself to take (have no) hesitation in admitting that I have 

out for his intense pumped-up reactions, the most positive option that I can possibly received so much love that I hadn’t seen Takeaway from a net session Faf du Plessis 
usually seen while fielding, but witnessed take. I just extended that into the game today. before at such a large scale. I am forever asked him about the process before the game, 
during his batting itself here. An inside-edge There are moments where you feel a bit grateful for that and very very happy to see.” and Kohli zoomed in on a 90-minute nets 
off Hardik Pandya that missed the stumps doubtful. But as soon as the bowler runs in to One of the side effects of the poor form has session that he believes helped. More than 
and ran to the boundary triggered a fist-up bowl you have to tell yourself, just watch the been the melting of cold hearts, especially mere hitting in the nets, it’s how Kohli 
roar. The dug-out didn’t miss the reaction.ball and hit it.” One such moment of potential triggered by his anguished reaction to his viewed the takeaway from the nets that 

Virat Kohli opens up on the turnaround process and 
‘large scale’ love from fans during his lean patch

New Delhi. Former India head coach 
Ravi Shastri said MS Dhoni 
returning to play Indian Premier 
League in 2023 is good news for 
Chennai Super Kings, adding that 
'an incredibly fit' player like him 
should not have any problems 
easing into the scheme of things next 
year.

 Putting an end to speculation, MS 
Dhoni confirmed on Friday, ahead 
of CSK's last match of the season in 
Mumbai, that he will be returning to 
play the IPL 2023 so that he can say 
'thank you' to the franchise's fans in 
Chennai and hopefully across 10 
venues if the IPL goes back to the 
h o m e - a w a y  f o r m a t .  D h o n i  
promised to work hard to make a 
strong comeback for CSK in IPL 
2023. Speculation was rife about 
Dhoni's IPL future as the CSK 
captain had given up the role and 
handed over the baton to Ravindra 
Jadeja at the start of the season. 
Dhoni returned as CSK captain 
midway through the season after 
Jadeja quit from the role following a 
poor start to CSK's title defence. But 
Dhoni's confirmation on Friday, 
May 20 put an end to all the 
rumours. "There is no question 
about that. It's good that they have 
made the announcement now, it cuts 
all the speculation, all the drama that 
goes behind it. He has one of the best 
leaders the country has ever 
produced, especially in white-ball 
cricket. The announcement must be 
heartening for the CSK fans more 
than anything else," Shastri told 
ESPNCricinfo. "He is not (any 
ordinary player). He will be up in the 
mountains with his regiment. He 
will take a break for 2-3 months. He 
will come and play some cricket. He 
will then have one big over and he 
will get going." Furthermore, the 
World Cup-winning former all-
rounder said Dhoni seemed to enjoy 
his cricket a lot more in IPL 2021 
and struck the ball cleaner than the 
last few seasons. Dhoni, 40, showed 
glimpses of return to good form with 
the bat, scoring 232 runs in 14 
matches at an average of over 30. 
However, CSK were not able to 
make the playoffs as they managed 
just 4 wins from 14 league games.
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further said that these robots will engine. Also, there are many New Delhi: The Arvind Kejriwal 
also be capable of releasing high nozzles for water showers. It can Government has undertaken a unique 
water pressure at the rate of 2,400 be modified according to the need i n i t i a t i v e  o f  u s i n g  r o b o t s  f o r  
litres per minute. "After the and the level of fire.extinguishing fires in the city. Initially, the 
induction of these robots, there Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Government on This robot can run at a speed of four 
will be a drastic reduction in the Friday inducted two robots into Delhi's kilometres per hour. The sensor 
risk that the firefighters have to put firefighting fleet that will be able to douse and camera are installed in the 
up with. Apart from this, these fires in narrow streets, warehouses, front part of the robot. The sensor 
robots will also be capable of basements, stairs, forests and enter places will go near the fire and release the 
releasing high water pressure at like oil and chemical tankers and w a t e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
the rate of 2,400 litres per minute," factories. temperature there. The AAP 

government further said that Mundka Fire This comes days after a he said. The Home Miniter further 
various types of equipment can massive fire that broke out last week in a said that the wireless remote 
also be installed in the front part of factory in Mundka. In the incident, 27 attached to this robot is capable of reduce collateral damage and save 

the robot, with the help of which it can people had died.These remote-controlled controlling the spray of water. "This precious lives.  Our government has 
break the window or door and extinguish fire fighting robots will have greater means that the robot will be able to douse procured remote-controlled firefighting 
the fire inside.The robot has cameras that accessibility to places and will be able to fire even in places which firefighters machines. Our brave firemen can now 
can take stock of the situation inside the navigate narrow lanes, reach spaces cannot possibly access," he added. The fight fires from a maximum safe distance 
building, etc. With this, it will be easy to inaccessible to humans and perform tasks firefighters of Delhi Fire Service have of up to 100 metres. This will help reduce 
know whether a person is trapped inside too risky for people. Talking about the also been given specialised training to collateral damage and save precious 
or not. The robot will have a pipe attached initiative, Delhi Home Minister operate the robot and a separate SOP has lives," Kejriwal tweeted.
to its rear so that it can draw water from Satyendar Jain, said, "For the first time also been prepared which will be Here's how it will work This machine can be 
the tankers standing outside and spray such remote control robots have been followed to control the fire. operated remotely from a distance of 300 

"The robots were bought from an Austrian water all around. With this, the fire can be brought into the country which are metres. It will not be affected by fire, 
company.  A few months ago, the fire brought under control in less time without capable of controlling fire remotely. At smoke, heat, or any other adverse 
incident that happened in the PVC market any risk.It also comes with a ventilation present, the Delhi Government has condition, the government said. With the 
of Tikri Kalan was controlled with the fan which can be used to keep the machine inducted 2 such robots, if the trial is help of remote control, it can be sent 
help of these robots," said the Minister. cool. The fire-resistant robots equipped successful, more such robots will be inside the areas affected by the fire and 
Arvind Kejriwal shares glimpse on with modern technology can cover an inducted into the fleet. These remote- has a tracking system like army tanks, 
Twitter Delhi Chief Minister Arvind area of about 100 metres at once and is controlled robots will prove to be major through which these robots can easily 
Kejriwal said that this initiative will help capable of dousing the fire immediately.troubleshooters for the firefighters." Jain climb stairs. It has a 140-horsepower 

India ship with supplies of essentials 
set to reach Sri Lanka on Sunday

New Delhi: An Indian ship laden with long queues for fuel, cooking gas Later on Thursday, two of the 
and other essentials while power world’s biggest credit rating urgent relief supplies like rice, medicines 
cuts and soaring food p ices agencies also said Sri Lanka had and milk powder for the people of crisis-
heaped misery on the people. The defaulted, the BBC reported. hit Sri Lanka is scheduled to reach 
economic cris is  has also Thousands of people queued for 

Colombo on Sunday, the Indian High 
triggered a political crisis in Sri cooking gas and petrol in Sri 

Commission has said. Lanka and a demand for the Lanka’s commercial capital on 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin resignation of the powerful Friday and Prime Minister Ranil 

flagged off a ship laden with relief Rajapaksas. India has said that as Wickremesinghe warned of a food 
supplies, the first to be dispatched to Sri an eternal and reliable friend of shortage. ‘Without fuel we will die’ 
Lanka, from Chennai on Wednesday, the Sri Lanka, New Delhi is fully Lines formed in many parts of 
high commission said on Friday. The first supportive of the island nation's Colombo, a city of around 900,000 
consignment comprises 9,000 metric democracy,  s tab i l i ty  and  people, as residents tried to stock up 
tonne (MT) of rice, 200 MT milk powder economic recovery. on fuel, which is mostly imported 
and 24 MT life-saving medicines with a and is in extremely short supply I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  I n d i a ' s  
combined value of Rs 45 crore. "People of with the government running out of Lankan Central bank governor P. Neighbourhood First policy, 
#India, standing by their brethren in foreign exchange. “Only about 200 Nandalal Weerasinghe said on Thursday New Delhi has extended this year alone 
#SriLanka. Rice, milk powder and cylinders were delivered, even though that the country had fallen into a “pre-support worth over USD 3.5 billion to the 
medicines worth more than SLR 2billion there were about 500 people,” said emptive default” on its debts after the people of Sri Lanka for helping them 
is scheduled to reach #Colombo on Mohammad Shazly, a part-time chauffeur expiry of a 30-day grace period for missed overcome their current difficulties, the 
Sunday," the Indian mission tweeted. in a queue for the third day in the hope of interest payments on two of its sovereign Ministry of External Affairs said on May 
Chief Minister Stalin flagged off the cargo procuring cooking gas for his family of bonds, reported Reuters. It is the first 10. Debt default for the first time  
carrying the relief, from the Chennai Port, five. Hundreds of others were in line, with default by an Asia-Pacific nation this Tourism-dependent Sri Lanka, where 
in the presence of his cabinet colleagues empty cylinders by their side. “Without century, according to the credit rating India and China jostle for influence, is 
and senior officials. Sri Lanka is going gas, without kerosene oil, we can’t do agency Moody’s. $78 million unpaid debt facing a dire shortage of essentials and 
through the worst economic crisis since anything,” Shazly said. “Last option It comes after a 30-day grace period to economic activity has slowed to a crawl. 
independence in 1948. A crippling what? Without food we are going to die. come up with $78 million of unpaid debt Days ago, Lanka defaulted on its debt for 
shortage of foreign reserves has led to That will happen hundred per cent.”interest payments expired on Wednesday. the first time in the country’s history. Sri 

New Delhi: Associate professor of Delhi University's 
Hindu College Ratan Lal was arrested on Friday night 
for his objectionable social media post referring to 
claims about a 'Shivling' found inside Varanasi's 
Gyanvapi mosque complex, police said.

Police said Mr Lal was arrested under Indian Penal Code 
sections 153A (promoting enmity between different 
groups on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, 
residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to 
maintenance of harmony) and 295A (deliberate act to 
outrage religious feelings of any class by insulting its 
religion) by the Cyber Police Station, North. An FIR 
was lodged against Mr Lal on Tuesday night based on a 
complaint filed by a Delhi-based lawyer. In his 
complaint, advocate Vineet Jindal said Mr Lal had 
recently shared a "derogatory, inciting and provocative 
tweet on the Shivling". The statement made by Mr Lal 
on his Twitter account is "instigating and provoking", 
he said in the complaint. The statement was posted on 
the issue of a 'Shivling' found in the Gyanvapi mosque 
complex which is very sensitive in nature and the 
matter is pending before the court, the lawyer said in 
his complaint. Defending his post earlier, Mr Lal had 
said, "In India, if you speak about anything, someone or 
the other's sentiment will be hurt. So this is nothing 
new. I am a historian and have made several 
observations. As I wrote them down, I have used very 
guarded language in my post and still this. I will defend 
myself."

IMD predicts rainfall in THESE states over next 2 days, Delhi to get respite from heat - check details

Delhi's power demand likely to 
cross an all-time high this 
summer, details here

New Delhi. In a joint operation, 
the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) and the 
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 
intercepted two Indian ships off 
the coast of the Lakshadweep 
islands and seized 218 kg of 
heroin from the vessels.

An operation was launched by 
the DRI after it received 
specific intelligence over a 
period of several months that 
two Indian boats would be 
sailing from the coast of Tamil 
Nadu and would receive 
narcotics in huge quantity 
somewhere in the Arabian sea, 
during the second to third week 
of May 2022. Operation 
Khojbeen was launched on 
May 7, under which Coast 
Guard ship Sujeet, with DRI 
officials onboard, maintained a 
close watch near the Exclusive 
Economic Zone. After several 
days of continuous search and 
monitoring amidst very rough 
seas, two suspected boats 
Prince and Little Jesus were 
noticed moving towards India. 
Both the Indian boats were 
intercepted by officers of ICG 
and DRI on May 18 off the 
coast of Lakshadweep Islands. 
On questioning, some of the 
crew members confessed that 
they had received heroin in 
huge quantities on the high 
seas, which they had concealed 
in both the boats. The two boats 
were escorted to Kochi, where 
a thorough search resulted in 
the recovery of 218 packets of 
high-grade heroin whose value 
in the international market is 
estimated to be around Rs 1526 
crore. This is the fourth major 
drug bust by the DRI in the past 
one month. Earlier, DRI 
recovered 205.6 kg of heroin 
from a commercial import 
consignment of  gypsum 
powder at the Kandla port on 
April 20, 396 kg of thread 
(laced with heroin) at.

Days after Mundka fire, Delhi govt introduces 

fire-fighting robots: Here's how they work

Keep watch, send sick 
travellers’ samples from 
Monkeypox-affected nations 
to NIV: Govt to officials
New Delhi: Amid Monkeypox cases being reported from 

some countries, Union Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya has directed the National Centre for 
Disease Control and the ICMR to keep a close watch on 
the situation, official sources said Friday. The Union 
health ministry has also directed airport and port health 
officers to be vigilant, they said.

"They have been instructed that any sick passenger with a 
travel history to Monkeypox-affected countries be 
isolated and samples sent to the BSL4 facility of the 
National Institute of Virology in Pune for an 
investigation," an official source said. He added, "The 
Union Health Minister on Thursday directed the 
National Centre for Disease Control and the ICMR to 
keep a close watch and monitor the situation in India." 
Cases of Monkeypox have been reported from the UK, 
the USA, Portugal, Spain, and some other European 
countries. In humans, the symptoms of Monkeypox are 
similar to but milder than those of smallpox. According 
to the WHO, Monkeypox typically manifests in 
humans with fever, rashes and swollen lymph nodes 
and may lead to a range of medical complications. 
Monkeypox is usually a self-limited disease with the 
symptoms lasting from two to four weeks. It can also 
take a severe from, with the WHO saying the case 
fatality ratio has been around 3-6 per cent in recent 
times. Monkeypox virus is transmitted from one person 
to another by close contact with lesions, body fluids, 
respiratory droplets and contaminated materials such as 
bedding. The clinical presentation of monkeypox 
resembles that of smallpox, the WHO says. 
Transmission of the disease can also occur via the 
placenta from mother to fetus (which can lead to 
congenital Monkeypox) or close contact during and 
after birth, the world health body says. While close 
physical contact is a well-known risk factor for 
transmission, it is unclear at this time if monkeypox can 
be transmitted specifically through sexual transmission 
routes, according to the WHO.

Over 500 Families Live On Train 
Tracks As Assam Floods Affect 8 Lakh

New Delhi: Amid the all-time high temperatures in the 
national capital, Delhi`s power demand continues a 
northwards climb, creating new records. Delhi is 
facing an acute shortage of power and outages due to 
which various necessary services are getting affected. 
On Thursday, the city`s peak power demand not only 
clocked the season`s highest at 7070 MW, but also the 
highest ever in the month of May, PTI reported. BSES 
on Friday attributed cooling load as the reason behind 
an increase in the power demand. According to the 
Discom`s estimates, almost around 50 per cent of 
Delhi`s power demand in summers is because of the 
cooling load (ACs + Coolers + Fans). The rain had a 
direct bearing on the cooling load.

"Delhi’s power demand unit breached the 7,000 mark for 
the first time in 2018 (July 10), when it clocked 7016 
MW. The following year (2019), it clocked 7409 MW 
(July 2), the highest ever recorded in the history of 
Delhi. In 2020, it did not cross the 7,000 MW and 
peaked at 6314 MW. In 2021 (July 2), the city`s peak 
power demand clocked 7323 MW. This year, the 
expected peak power demand of around 8200 MW is 
an increase of around 285 per cent over the peak power 
demand of 2879 MW in 2002," they said. As per 
Discom wise peak power demand on Friday night, is 
only the fourth in Delhi`s history, when the national 
capital`s peak power demand has breached the 7000 
MW. Further, it was informed that Delhi`s peak power 
demand has increased by 10 per cent since May 1, and 
since April 1, Delhi`s peak power demand has 
increased by over 58 per cent. This is the 15th time in 
20 days of May that the national capital`s peak power 
demand has crossed 6000 MW.

Delhi weather
After spells of intense heatwaves, Delhi experienced a 

slight relief on Friday after parts of NCR received 
heavy rainfall making the overall temperature cooler. A 
partly cloudy sky, a drizzle and hail brought temporary 
relief to some parts of the city in the evening. A 
cyclonic circulation persisting over Punjab and 
Haryana will lead to intermittent thundershowers on 
Saturday (May 21), weather forecasters said.

Delhi Professor Arrested Over 
Facebook Post On Varanasi's 
Gyanvapi

NEWS BOX

New Delhi: 

paddy crop was destroyed in floods. 
The situation remains uncertain as 
it is very difficult to survive like 
this," she told  Ads by "The 
situation here is extremely 
challenging, there is no source of 
safe drinking water, we eat only 
once a day. We have only received 
some flatten rice over the last four 
days," said Ms Bordoloi's relative 
Sunanda Doloi. "We got help from 
government yesterday after four 
days. They gave us little rice, dal 
and oil. But some have not received temporary shred along with her family 

even that," Nasibur Rehman, another flood after their home in Patia Pathar village As Assam battles flood fury, over 
victim from Patia Pathar told The flood was destroyed in floods. Four other families 500 families from two villages of the 
situation in Assam remains grave, with over from have also joined them to survive the Jamunamukh district, are living on the 
8 lakh people across 2,585 villages in 29 floods. They all are living under the same railway tracks, the only high ground that did 
districts hit by the natural disaster. Fourteen sheet in inhumane conditions, with almost not submerge in the floodwaters.
people have died in the floods and no food. "For three days we were under the People from Changjurai and Patia Pathar 
landslides triggered by pre-monsoon rains. open sky, we then took some money on village have been left in the lurch after they 
As many as 86,772 people have taken credit and bought this tarpaulin sheet. We lost almost everything they had in the 
shelter in 343 relief camps, while another are five families living under the same floods. The villagers, who have taken refuge 
411 relief distribution centres are also sheet, there is no privacy," said Monwara under temporary shreds made of tarpaulin 
operational. The Army, paramilitary forces, Begum.sheets, claim they have not received much 
and national and state disaster relief forces Beauty Bordoloi's family is also living in a help from the state government and district 
have evacuated 21,884 people from various tarpaulin sheet after losing their home in administration over the last five days. 43-
flood-hit areas using boats and helicopters.Changjurai village. "Our harvest-ready year-old Monwara Begum is living under a 

New Delhi: After a severe spell of a heatwave rejoice as a heatwave seems unlikely for at Saturday, it added. Kerala has been 
and in fact a very hot Friday (May 20) least a week. "Back-to-back western experiencing heavy rainfall for the past few 
morning, the weekend kick-started for disturbances will continue to give days and it has disrupted normal life in 
Delhi-NCR residents on a 'cooler' note as intermittent respite from the heat. No certain places of the southern state. Isolated 
thundershowers and gusty winds brought heatwave is likely for a week," said Mahesh heavy rainfalls are also expected over 
some respite towards the evening. A partly Palawat, vice-president (meteorology and Coastal and south interior Karnataka today 
cloudy sky, a drizzle and hail brought climate change) at Skymet, a private (May  21) .  I so la t ed  to  sca t t e red  
temporary relief to some parts of the city in weather forecasting agency.  light/moderate rainfall with isolated 
the evening. A cyclonic circulation thunderstorm/lightning/gusty winds over Heatwave conditions in isolated pockets are 
persisting over Punjab and Haryana will Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana very likely over Madhya Pradesh on 
lead to intermittent thundershowers on are like during the next 4-5 days, the IMD Saturday. Meanwhile, down south in Kerala, 
Saturday (May 21), weather forecasters predicted. A significant reduction in rainfall heavy rain is very likely at one or two places 
said. A fresh western disturbance will lead to activity over South Peninsular India will today (May 21) and tomorrow (May 22), 
rain and thunderstorms in northwest India also be seen from today. The wet spell over according to the India Meteorological 
starting Sunday. As a result, the maximum Northwest and East India will continue till Department. Thunderstorms, along with 
temperature in Delhi will drop to 37 degrees May 24. An enhancement in thunderstorm lightning, are very likely to occur at one or 
Celsius by Tuesday. Delhiites can also activity over the region is predicted by.two places over Kerala and Lakshadweep on 

ZPeople from Assam's 
Changjurai and Patia 
Pathar village have been 
left in the lurch after 
they lost almost 
everything they had in 
the floods.

218 kg of heroin worth Rs 1526 

crore seized in mid-sea drug bust 

off Lakshadweep coast

New Delhi, Sunday, 22 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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