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Maharashtra political crisis: Hours after offering to quit as CM,
Uddhav Thackeray leaves official residence for family home

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, June 22: Maharashtra crisis:
The 10-minute telephonic conversation that
rebel Eknath Shinde had with Uddhav
Thackeray Had rebel Eknath Shinde 40
Shiv Sena MLAs, BJP would have moved in
for the kill, say experts 'Ek Tha Kapati
Raja': Devendra Fadnavis's wife Amruta
scorns Uddhav Thackeray, then deletes
tweet Shiv Sena MLAs have not revolted
against party, their only wish is to form an
alliance with BJP: Eknath Shinde The CM
moved out of ‘Varsha’, his official residence,
for 'Matoshree', the private bungalow of the
Thackeray family, amid high drama as the
political crisis that has rocked his govern-
ment after Shinde’s revolt two days ago,
showed no signs of ebbing. Shiv Sena lead-
ers, including Neelam Gorhe and
Chandrakant Khaire, were present at
‘Varsha’ when Thackeray was leaving the
official residence. Party workers raised slo-
gans and showered petals on the CM as he
left his official house along with his family
members at around 9.50 pm. Earlier,
terming ‘Hindutva’ the essence of the Shiv

Sena, Uddav Thackeray said he is ready to
resign from the post even if one disgruntled
MLA, accusing him of not performing well

as Chief Minister or abandoning the ideolo-
gy (of Hindutva), comes face to face and
demands so. While challenging those

opposing him to come and take the resigna-
tion letter from him, he also questioned,
“How do you know that the next CM will be

from the Shiv Sena?” Stating that he was not
the one to hanker after the chair, Thackeray
said: “Why make statements from Surat and

other places? Come to me and say that I am
incompetent to handle the posts of chief
minister and Shiv Sena president, and I will
resign immediately”. Thackeray, who is fac-
ing charges of “diluting the Hindutva ideol-
ogy of the party and being inaccessible to
cadres”, said he accepted the post, despite
having no previous experience, on the insis-
tence of NCP chief Sharad Pawar to take
forward the legacy of Bal Thackeray. “I just
want the love of my cadres. The post is not
important; the love of my people is. Today
my own Shiv Sainiks do not want me to con-
tinue as CM. I am ready to resign, leave
‘Varsha’ and go to my ‘Matoshri’. I am even
ready to quit as Sena president. I will be
very happy if some other Shiv Sainik
becomes the CM. “I have my resignation
letter ready, come and take it from me,” he
said on a day “34 MLAs” wrote to the
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker Narhari
Zirwal backing dissident Eknath Shinde,
currently camping in Guwahati and
demanding that Sena returns to the BJP-led
NDA fold. According to these 34 MLAs,
Shinde is the legislative party leader of the
Shiv Sena.

CBI Arrests Joint Drug Controller For Alleged
Bribery To Favour Biocon Biologics' Medicine

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, June 22: The CBI today said
that it has arrested Joint Drugs Controller S
Eswara Reddy for allegedly accepting a bribe
of Rs 4 lakh from a conduit to waive the Phase
3 clinical trial of the ‘Insulin Aspart’ injection,
which has been an under development prod-
uct of Biocon Biologics to manage Type 1 and
Type 2 diabetes. Biocon Biologics is a sub-
sidiary of Bangalore-based Kiran Mazumdar
Shaw-led Biocon. Officials in the agency said
the CBI has also arrested Dinesh Dua, direc-
tor at Synergy Network India Private Limited,
who was allegedly giving Reddy a bribe. They
also indicated that several more arrests are
likely in the case. Reddy, posted at the Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) in New Delhi, and Dua were appre-
hended and detained yesterday following a
trap laid by the CBI and the alleged bribe was
being exchanged. The accused persons were
arrested after the necessary paperwork was
completed, the officials said. Besides Dua and
Reddy, the CBI has also booked Associate

Vice President of Biocon Biologics Ltd,
Bangalore, L Praveen Kumar, Director,

Bioinnovat Research Services Pvt Ltd, Delhi,
Guljit Sethi as well as Assistant Drug
Inspector Animesh Kumar in the FIR, which
has been registered under various sections of

the IPC pertaining to conspiracy, cheating, for-
gery and corruption. A spokesperson for

Biocon Biologics is reported to have said, “We
deny the bribery allegations made in certain
media stories. All our product approvals are
legitimate and backed by science and clinical

data. Our bAspart is approved in Europe and
many other countries.” The spokesperson fur-
ther said, “We follow due regulatory process
for all our product approvals by DCGI (Drugs
Controller General of India). The entire appli-
cation process in India is online and all meet-
ing minutes are in the public domain. We are
cooperating with the investigation agency.”
The CBI has alleged that Sethi, acting as a
conduit for  Kumar, head of the company’s
National Regulatory Affairs (NRA), and
other senior executives of the company to
pay Reddy a total bribe of Rs 9 lakh. This
was for favourably recommending the file of
“Insulin Aspart Injection” to the Subject
Expert Committee (SEC) meeting on May
18, 2022 for waiving the Phase 3 clinical trial,
it alleged. Reddy had attended the SEC
meeting on May 18, 2022 and supported the
waiver, the CBI has alleged in the FIR, while
further contending that he manipulated the
minutes of the meeting of SEC held that day
by changing some key words in the recom-
mendations, giving “substantial wrongful
gain” to the company. 

Demolitions of illegal structures in Kanpur, Prayagraj as
per law, not related to rioting: UP to Supreme Court

Nashir Husain

New Delhi, June 22: The Uttar
Pradesh government has told the
Supreme Court that demolitions of illegal
structures were carried out by its Kanpur
and Prayagraj municipal bodies
as per law and were not related to
punishing the accused involved
in violent protests following
remarks by two BJP leaders on
Prophet Mohammed. In an affi-
davit filed pursuant to pleas filed
by a Muslim body Jamiat Ulama-
I-Hind, the state government
said, “the said demolitions
referred to in the interlocutory
applications have been carried
out by the local development
authority, which are statutory
autonomous bodies, independent
of the state administration, as per law as
part of their routine effort against unau-
thorised/illegal constructions and
encroachments, in accordance with the
UP Urban Planning and Development
Act, 1972”. It said that none of the actual

affected parties, if any, have approached
this court concerning the lawful demoli-
tion action. "It is humbly submitted that in
so far as taking action against the persons
accused in rioting, the state government
is taking stringent steps against them in

accordance with a completely different
set of statutes namely--CrPC, UP gang-
ster, and Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1986 and Rules, 2021,
Prevention of Public Property Damages
Act and Uttar Pradesh Recovery of

Damages to Public and Private Property
Act, 2020 and Rules, 2021”, it said. It point-
ed out that the top court in a recent writ
petition filed by a political party concern-
ing the alleged demolitions in Shaheen
Bagh here, noted that only the affected

party and not political parties
should come forward and
allowed withdrawal of the peti-
tion with liberty to approach the
High Court.  “Furthermore, it is
submitted that even if any such
alleged demolition action is to
be challenged, the same is to be
done by the affected party
before the High Court, and not
this court,” the state govern-
ment said, adding that it is tak-
ing strong exception to the
attempt by the petitioners to

name the highest constitutional func-
tionaries of the state and falsely colour
the local development authority's lawful
actions as “extra-legal punitive measures”
against accused persons, targeting any
particular religious community.

Kejriwal Government working on mission mode to
make Delhi self-reliant through rainwater harvesting

Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi :  22nd June: In order to
make Delhi self-reliant in terms of water,
the Kejriwal Government has made prepa-
rations to harvest millions of gal-
lons of rainwater. Work to develop
over 1,500 new rainwater harvest-
ing pits across Delhi is going on
war footing and will be completed
before 15 July, 2022. To review the
progress of work, Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia held a meeting
with senior officials of Public
Works Department (PWD), Delhi
Jal Board (DJB), Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, New Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NDMC) &
DUSIB on Wednesday. Manish
Sisodia said, “Rain water is an
important natural resource, especially for
Delhi because we are dependent on neigh-

boring states for water. Collection of water
through these rain water harvesting pits
will help us recharge the groundwater and
meet the capital's water requirements. For

this 1,548 new rainwater harvesting pits
are being created. Now the number of pits

will increase to 2,475. These pits will help
us store millions of gallons of water, which
is often wasted. This project has a lot of
potential to increase water supply and will

help us become self-reliant.”
Sisodia asked the concerned
officials to complete the work
of creating pits on priority, so
that rains of this monsoon sea-
son can be leveraged for good.
Recently, CM Arvind Kejriwal
had met with a delegation of
experts led by the Ambassador
of Denmark to India HE Shri
Freddy Swain to study
Denmark's rainwater harvest-
ing & groundwater recharge
system. The experts had pre-
sented a detailed analysis of the
country's efforts on the same.
Following which the govern-
ment is planning to adopt vari-

ous models of the Denmark government
to improve water supply in the capital. 

Multiple agencies begin
probe into Monday’s cable
car incident at Parwanoo

Solan, June 22: Multiple agencies have begun
probe into Monday’s cable car incident at Parwanoo
which had left 11 tourists stranded for hours. Solan
Additional DC Zafar Iqbal has been entrusted with the
magisterial inquiry that he will complete in a week
while Solan Additional SP Ashok Verma is probing the
negligence that led to the incident. The technical
report from the Public Works Department’s mechani-
cal wing will form the basis of their probe as it will
throw light on technical aspects like timely mainte-
nance, etc. The resort management has suspended the
cable car operations and is conducting a separate
probe to ascertain what led to the mechanical failure,
said its counsel Nikhil Goyal. Tourists, however, con-
tinued to visit the resort and enquires are pouring in
for the resumption if the cable car, which is a major
attraction of the resort.
PM Modi to attend G7 Summit

in Germany on June 26-27
New Delhi, June 22: Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will be visiting Schloss Elmau, Germany, for the
G7 Summit under the German Presidency on June 26-
27. During the Summit, the Prime Minister is expected
to speak in two sessions that include environment,
energy, climate, food security, health, gender equality
and democracy, stated a MEA release. In an effort to
strengthen international collaboration on these impor-
tant issues, other democracies such as Argentina,
Indonesia, Senegal and South Africa have also been
invited. On the sidelines of the Summit, Prime
Minister will hold bilateral meetings with leaders of
some of the participating countries. “The invitation to

G7 Summit is in keeping with the tradition of strong
and close partnership and high-level political contacts
between India and Germany," said the MEA press
release. The PM's last visit to Germany was on May 2
for the sixth edition of the India-Germany Inter-
Governmental Consultations (IGC).

PM Modi will have to withdraw 
Agnipath scheme: Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi, June 22: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday alleged that the Centre was "weaken-
ing" the army through the 'Agnipath' scheme, and said
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi would have to
withdraw the military recruitment initiative just like
the farm laws. The former Congress chief also thanked
party workers for their support during his questioning

by the Enforcement Directorate in the National Herald
case, and said he was not alone during the questioning
but all those fighting for democracy were with him.
The biggest issue in the country is of jobs and the gov-
ernment has broken the "spine of the country" by
harming small and medium businesses, Gandhi said,
addressing Congress parliamentarians and legislators
from across the country who converged at the party
headquarters here to express solidarity with him after
he was questioned by the ED. He alleged that

Police solve Kathua bank
robbery case; 1 held, Rs

1.53 crore recovered
Jammu, June 21: Within 24 hours of a sensational

bank robbery of Rs 1.65 crore, Kathua police were able
to arrest one accused and recover Rs 1.53 crore.
However, one accused is still absconding. Giving details,
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Kathua, RC
Kotwal said that on June 20 a case was registered at
Kathua police station on the written complaint of Ashok
Kumar, branch manager, HDFC Bank, Hatli Morh, that
two unknown persons broke into branch premises
through terrace door and tied up the guard, Pankaj
Sharma, and looted nearly Rs 1.65 crore. An SIT was con-
stituted under the supervision of Additional SP Suresh
Kumar Chib and led by Deputy SP Headquarters
Shammi Kumar. “The SIT was able to arrest one person,
Jagandeep Singh, a resident of Ward No. 14, Kathua.
During sustained questioning he disclosed the location of
stolen cash as well as the name of another accused,
namely Sukhvinder Singh, a resident of Kathua, who was
also involved with him and is absconding” said Kotwal.
Jagandeep is a former employee of HDFC bank who
used to visit the staff members on a regular basis.
Sources informed that the bank employees became sus-
picious after the robbery and told the police about
Singh’s curiosity to visit the bank frequently after which
he was rounded up. In the presence of Executive
Magistrate Ist Class Tehsildar Bikram Kumar and
HDFC Bank Branch Manager  another Rs 16,99,040
from other location, thus making a total cash recovery of
Rs 1,53,86,290. Sources informed that the cash was recov-
ered from an underground water tank kept in different
polythene packets.

Delhi University to give another
chance to those who missed
semester exams in May-June

New Delhi, June 22: The Delhi University has
announced that it will conduct a second phase of
semester examinations for students of undergrad-
uate and postgraduate courses who could not take
the exams previously due to the covid-19 pandem-
ic and other reasons. In a notification issued on
Tuesday, the university said the registration for
the examination would begin on June 29. The pre-
vious round of physical-mode examination for all
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes
took place in May and June. This was the first time
in two years that the university resumed the phys-
ical mode of examination. However, some stu-
dents could not take the examination due to vari-
ous reasons including covid-19. “The attendance
was around 97 per cent during the examination.
Only a few students haven't taken the examination
due to various reasons. The working Group of the
Examinations has decided to conduct the second
phase of examinations," said DS Rawat, the Dean
of examination. The notification read the universi-
ty has decided to conduct the second phase exam-
inations for IV/VI/VIII semesters for all under
graduate (UG) and post graduate (PG) pro-
grammes including students of School of Open
Learning (SOL), for "leftover students" who could
not write examinations which were held in
May/June 2022, due to covid-19 pandemic and
other reasons.

JeM terrorist among
4 ultras killed in 2

encounters in Kashmir
Srinagar, June 22: A Jaish-e-Mohammad

(JeM) terrorist was among the four ultras
killed in two separate encounters with secu-
rity forces in Pulwama and Baramulla dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday,
police said. Security forces launched a cor-
don-and-search operation at Tulibal village
in Baramulla's Sopore area following infor-
mation about the presence of terrorists
there, a police spokesperson said. He said
the search operation turned into an
encounter after the terrorists opened fire at
the security forces, who retaliated. Two
unidentified militants were killed in the
encounter, which was under way when the
reports last came in, he added. Two terror-
ists were killed in another encounter that
broke out in Tujjan in south Kashmir's
Pulwama, the spokesperson said. Inspector
General of Police, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar,
said one of the slain terrorists had been
identified as Majid Nazir of Jaish-e-
Mohammad. He said Nazir was involved in
the killing of Sub-Inspector Farooq Ahmad
Mir a few days ago.
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NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PRIYANKA DUTTA W/O
SUSHRI CHANDAN RAY D/O ARUP RATAN
R/O PLOT NO M-24, NAICO SQUARE
SAMANTH VIHAR, INFRONT OF 7 BATTAL-
ION MANCHESWAR RAILWAY COLONY
KHORDA, ODISHA-751017 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known as
PRIYANKA RAY
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PUNJAB & SIND BANK ORGANISES TOWN HALL
MEETINGs IN AMRITSAR AND CHANDIGARH

New Delhi: Punjab & Sind Bank, a premiere Public Sector Bank in the country, organized
two Town Hall meetings at Amritsar and Chandigarh on 10th and 17th June 2022 respectively.

Staff from Punjab, Himachal,
Haryana and Chandigarh
attended the function. Shri
Swarup Kumar Saha, MD &
CEO, Punjab & Sind Bank
along-with Shri Praveen
Mongia, Field General

Manager presided over the meetings. While addressing the meet-
ings, Shri Saha congratulated the staff for good FY-22 results and
also motivated them to perform with more zeal and enthusiasm for
enabling the Bank to be the top performer in terms of Business
parameters among PSBs in FY 23. Shri Saha also expressed grati-
tude to all customers, stakeholders and well-wishers for their con-
tinued patronage during the Customer meeting.

The Sikh Times
(National Daily English Newspaper)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our clients (1)
Sh. Bachu Singh & (2) Mrs.
Sohan Devi are the owner of the
Freehold Residential Plot area
measuring 29 Sq. Yards i.e.
24.24 Sq. Meters, comprised in
Khasra No. 328, Situated at
Colony Azad Vihar, Village
Khora, Pargana Loni, Tehsil &
District Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh.  vide Sale Deed dated
27.12.2021  duly registered in
the office of Sub Registrar II
Ghaziabad, as Document No.
15940, in Book No. 01, Volume
No. 18760, on Pages Nos. 117
to 140, dated 27.12.2021. Our
client has lost/Misplace his
Original Sale Deed dated
06.08.1997  & Original Sale
Deed dated 10.08.2006  It. was
executed in favour of Mrs.
Meena Chauhan w/o Mr.
Jagdish Chand duly registered
in the office of Sub Registrar
Noida, as Document No. 8789,
in Book No. 01, Volume No.
2519, on Pages Nos. 158 to
168, dated 10.08.2006. Now our
client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property,
same property is currently
financed by AU Small Finance
Limited and now same is going
to be going to be re-financed by
Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Ltd. DHFL, Sector 2,
Noida Uttar Pradesh.   If any
person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the Said
Property then contact us within
07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by any one. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I, Sumaira Shan Siddiqui D/o
Shan Ahmad Siddiqui R/o A-
268, 2nd Floor, Gali No-9,
Chohta Madarsa Wali Gali,
Wazirabad Village, Delhi-
110084, have changed my
name to Sumaira Shan for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Muniba Shan Siddiqui D/o
Shan Ahmad Siddiqui R/o A-
268, 2nd Floor, Gali No-9,
Chohta Madarsa Wali Gali,
Wazirabad Village, Delhi-
110084, have changed my
name to Muniba Shan for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, STUTI D/O NARENDRA
KUMAR SHARMA residing at
B-3, SECTOR-20, NOIDA,
GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR,
UTTAR PRADESH-201301
have changed my name to
STUTI SHARMA for all future
purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, ATIQUR REHMAN S/O
AHSAN ULLAH residing at H
NO-355, SHAHZADA BAGH
PHASE-1, INDER LOK,
ONKAR NAGAR, DELHI-
110035 have changed my
minor son name from ABDUL
AZIZ to ABDULLAH REHMAN
for all future purpose.  

NAME CHANGE
I, NAZREEN PERVEEN W/O
MOHD ALAM R/O C-186/17A,
GALI NO-3 CHAUHAN
BANGER, SEELAMPUR,
NORTH EAST DELHI-110053
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME
TO NAZREEN BANO FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE. 

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MAHER
CHAND Alias MEHAR
CHAND PREMI S/O LT. SH.
BHAGAT RAM R/O RZA 21A,
Gali No 2, Syndicate Enclave,
Raghu Nagar, Dabri More,
New Delhi- 110045 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
MEHAR CHAND PREMI.

After Yogi govt diktat, cops
remove 756 loudspeakers 

Agra. The Uttar Pradesh administra-
tion officials and police removed loud-
speakers from 756 religious sites in eight
districts under the Agra zone in the Braj
region, following the Home Department's
diktat on compliance with noise norms.
The Uttar Pradesh Home Department on
April 26 said that illegal loudspeakers will
be removed from religious places across
the state. It also said that loudspeakers
flouting the noise limit standards would be
removed.  UP govt issues diktat to remove
illegal loudspeakers from religious places
A senior divisional official said that the
Allahabad High Court and the Supreme
Court had earlier issued orders on the per-
mitted decibel level of loudspeakers in
public places. 
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Top court upholds ban on ‘burkinis’ in 
France’s Grenoble public pools

neutrality, enshrined in the modern W O R L D . F r a n c e ' s  h i g h e s t  
French administrative principles, administrative court on Tuesday 
was given a boost last year by a upheld the ruling of a lower court 
“separatism law”, which was which banned full-length swimsuits, 
passed by the French President known as ‘burkinis’, in public 
E m m a n u e l  M a c r o n - l e d  swimming pools in the eastern 
government .The legis la t ion French city of Grenoble, as reported 
explicitly prohibits acts whose by CNN.Following a series of 
"manifest objective is to give in to protests by local Muslim women, the 
sectarian demands with religious city had passed an edict last month 
aims." Right-leaning Interior allowing bathers at public pools in 
Minister Gerald Darmanin was the G r e n o b l e  t o  w e a r  
main face rallying behind this ‘burkinis’.However, later that 
legislation.Muslim women in month, the city's administrative 
France often face difficulties tribunal overruled the decision a 
accessing public services due to ruling which was upheld on Tuesday 
strict limits on displays of religious by the French Council of State. neutrality of the public service is demand of a religious nature," the 

In its ruling, the court invoked the conviction, making it one of the compromised," the report by CNN court said.The court further observed 
principle of religious neutrality, reasons why such bans have been stated.“Contrary to the claimed that Grenoble’s decision to uphold 
concluding that permitting the criticised by rights advocates, objective of the city of Grenoble," the ‘burkini’ would have allowed 
"burkini" would undermine "the including the United Nations Human the city's initial decision to authorize some bathers to contravene “hygiene 
equal treatment of users, so that the Rights Committee.the "burkini" aimed "only to satisfy a and security rules."Religious 

Biden Nominates Indian-American As Top Science Advisor

London The Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus is 
less likely to cause long COVID than the Delta strain, 
according to a study published in The Lancet journal.

Long COVID is defined as having new or ongoing symptoms 
four weeks or more after the start of the disease, the 
researchers said.Symptoms include fatigue, shortness of 
breath, loss of concentration, and joint pain, which can 
adversely affect day-to-day activities, and in some cases can 
be severely limiting, they said.The researchers found that 
the odds of experiencing long COVID were between 20-50 
per cent less during the Omicron period versus the Delta 
period, depending on age and time since vaccination."The 
Omicron variant appears substantially less likely to cause 
Long-COVID than previous variants but still 1 in 23 people 
who catch COVID-19 go on to have symptoms for more 
than four weeks," said study lead author Claire Steves from 
King's College London, UK.The study identified 56,003 
UK adult cases first testing positive between December 20, 
2021, and March 9, 2022, when Omicron was the dominant 
strain.Researchers compared these cases to 41,361 cases 
first testing positive between June 1, 2021, and November 
27, 2021, when the Delta variant was dominant.The analysis 
shows 4.4 per cent of Omicron cases were long COVID, 
compared to 10.8 per cent of Delta cases.However, the 
absolute number of people experiencing long COVID was 
in fact higher in the Omicron period, the researchers said.

US values bilateral ties with India, it is key 
strategic partner in Indo-Pacific: White House

partnership represents itself, both in defence and Washington  India is a “very key” strategic partner 
security, economic as well”.According to industry of the US in the strategically important Indo-
data, Russia has overtaken Saudi Arabia to become Pacific region and Washington values its bilateral 
India’s second-biggest supplier of oil behind Iraq relationship with New Delhi, the White House has 
as refiners snap up Russian crude available at a said, noting that in the context of Russia every 
deep discount following the war in Ukraine. Indian country has to make its decision.“We will let 
refiners bought about 25 million barrels of Russian Indian leaders speak to their economic policies,” 
oil in May, or more than 16% of all their oil White House Security Council Coordinator for 
imports.There has been some disquiet in western Strategic Communications John Kirby told 
capitals over India’s position on the Ukraine crisis reporters on Tuesday when asked about the Indian 
as well as its decision to procure discounted decision to purchase discounted oil from 
Russian oil.India is yet to condemn the Russian Russia.“What I can just tell you is we value this 
attack on Ukraine and has been pressing for an bilateral relationship with India and we continue 
immediate cessation of violence and a resolution to want — obviously, every country has to make 
of the crisis through diplomacy and dialogue.their decisions for themselves,” he said.“These 

are sovereign decisions. But we want as much India, the world’s third-biggest oil-importing and 
pressure put internationally on Russia as possible. consuming nation, has long defended purchases of imposed crippling sanctions on Russia for 
There needs to be costs and consequences for what crude oil from Russia, underlining that its volume launching a ‘special military operation’ in 
Mr (Vladimir) Putin is doing,” Kirby said, of Russian imports are minuscule as compared to neighbouring Ukraine.Kirby underlined that India 
referring to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in Europe’s purchases, and just a tiny fraction of the is a “very key strategic partner in the Indo-Pacific 
February.The US-led Western nations have country’s total consumption.region. And there are many ways that that 

Russia-Ukraine war: Nobel prize winner sells 
medal to help Ukrainian children

#NobelPeacePrize to benefit UNICEF`s Washington: The Nobel Peace Prize medal, 
child refugee fund. It sold for $103,500,000 owned by Dmitry Muratov, editor-in-chief 
HA worked to ensure the winning bid is of Russian news outlet Novaya Gazeta, was 
already in #UNICEF`s possession," (sic) sold at an auction in the United States for 
Heritage Auctions tweeted.Dmitry Muratov USD 103.5 million, Heritage Auctions said. 
and Maria Ressa were the 2021 joint 
recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize, 
recognized for "their efforts to safeguard 
freedom of expression, which is a 
precondition for democracy and lasting 
peace."Despite the forced closure of his 
news outlet, Novaya Gazeta, he works 
tirelessly to make an impact, most recently 
with charities delivering life-saving 
medications to children.Now, he is asking 
everyone to join him in a campaign to help 
the children of Ukraine displaced by 

All the money raised will be given to war.The full scope of the Ukrainian refugee 
UNICEF to support all countries hosting crisis is difficult to quantify and far exceeds 
Ukrainian refugees, including Poland, any other refugee crisis in Europe since 
Russia, Germany, Moldova, Slovenia, the World War II. As of May 24th, the United 
Czech Republic and Hungary, Muratov said Nations estimates 6.6 million refugees have 
before the start of the auction left Ukraine.More than 3.5 million fled to 

Muratov won the medal in 2021."Russian Poland, nearly 1 million more to Romania, 
Nobe l  P r i ze  winner  se l l s  meda l  and yet another 1 million to Russia. 
#HERITAGELIVE #DmitryMuratov, EIC Hungary, Moldova, and Slovakia struggle to 
of Russian news outlet #NovayaGazeta, accommodate around half a million more 
w i t h  H A ,  a u c t i o n e d  h i s  2 0 2 1  each.

6.1 magnitude earthquake hits Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, read here

Islamabad: An earthquake of magnitude 6.1 hit parts of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan in the wee hours of Wednesday, the US Geological Survey 
(USGS) said. The USGS said the quake struck about 44 km (27 miles) from 
the city of Khost in southeastern Afghanistan and was at a depth of 51 km. 
So far, there have been no immediate reports of damage or deaths.

The European Mediterranean Seismological Centre (EMSC) said Shaking 
was felt over a range of some 500 km by about 119 million people in 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and India. Pakistan media reported a mild intensity 
earthquake struck Islamabad and other parts of the country. "Massive 
EARTHQUAKE in Islamabad! Allah khair! I hope you`re all safe! Allah 
Taala protect us all. Amen," said one of the Twitter users from Pakistan.

Tremors were also felt in Lahore, Multan, Quetta and several other areas of 
Pakistan. The Namal reported that the earthquake was felt for a few 
seconds and sent people scurrying into the streets. No loss of life and 
property was reported. Last Friday, a 5.0 magnitude earthquake jolted 
several Pakistani cities including Islamabad, Peshawar, Rawalpindi and 
Multan. The shocks was also recorded in Faisalabad, Abbottabad, Swat, 
Buner, Kohat and Malakand, according to Geo News reported.

government labs, and nonprofits across a Chicago and then settling when she was age legislative branch as a Congressional Fellow Washington: US President Joe Biden on 
wide variety of sectors to create powerful 10 in Lubbock, Texas, where she went on to at the Office of Technology Assessment.She Tuesday nominated Indian American Dr 
new solutions for critical challenges. She is get her electrical engineering degree from is a fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Aarti Prabhakar as the next White House 
an engineer and applied physicist with Texas Tech University.She was the first Electronics Engineers and a member of the science adviser as his administration aims to 
extensive management and leadership woman to earn a Ph.D. in applied physics National Academy of Engineering and was a leverage science,  technology, and 
credentials.Ms Prabhakar's family from the California Institute of Technology, fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in innovation.
immigrated from India to the United States where she also earned an M.S. in electrical the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford If confirmed by the Senate, Dr Prabhakar will 
when she was three years old - first to engineering. She started her career in the University.be the Biden's Chief Advisor for Science and 

Technology, a co-chair of the President's 
Council of Advisors on Science and 
Technology, and a member of the President's 
Cabinet."Today, President Biden announced 
his intent to nominate Dr. Arati Prabhakar to 
serve as Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP), and once 
confirmed to this position, also as Assistant 
to the President for Science and Technology. 

Ms Prabhakar has been unanimously In this capacity, Dr. Prabhakar will be the 
confirmed by the Senate before, to lead the President's Chief Advisor for Science and 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, a co-chair of the President's 
Technology (NIST), and was the first woman Council of Advisors on Science and 
to hold that role.She later served as director Technology, and a member of the President's 
of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Cabinet," the White House said in a 
Agency (DARPA), the birthplace of statement.Biden described Dr Prabhakar as a 
breakthrough technologies like stealth brilliant and highly-respected engineer and 
aircraft and the Internet."If confirmed to lead applied physicist.He said that Indian 
OSTP, Ms Prabhakar would become the third Americans will lead the Office of Science 
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, or Pacific and Technology Policy to leverage science, 
Islander to serve in President Biden's technology, and innovation to expand our 
Cabinet, joining Vice President Kamala possibilities, solve our toughest challenges, 
Harris and U.S. Trade Representative and make the impossible possible," said 
Katherine Tai. Today's nomination is President Biden.
historic, with Ms Prabhakar being the first "I share Dr Prabhakar's belief that America has 
woman, immigrant, or person of color the most powerful innovation machine the 
nominated to serve as Senate-confirmed world has ever seen. As the Senate considers 
director of OSTP," the White House said.her nomination, I am grateful that Dr. 

Dr Arati Prabhakar has led two different Alondra Nelson will continue to lead OSTP 
federal R&D agencies and worked with and Dr Francis Collins will continue to serve 
startups, large companies, universities, as my acting Science Advisor," he added.

Hong Kong's iconic floating 
restaurant sinks more than 
1000 metres into the sea

Hong Kong. Hong Kong's iconic Jumbo restaurant sank more than 1000 
metres in the South China Sea, making it very difficult to carry out the 
salvage work. The famed Jumbo Floating Restaurant in Hong Kong 
capsized after it encountered 'adverse conditions' in the South China Sea. 
The vessel sank when it was being towed away by tugboats from its home 
of 46 years. However, no crew members were injured in the incident.
Aberdeen Restaurant Enterprises said that the restaurant's main boat was 
travelling to an undisclosed shipyard when it capsized on Saturday after 
meeting 'adverse conditions' in the South China Sea.
Once touted as the world's largest floating restaurant, Jumbo Kingdom 
featured in many Hong Kong and international movies and also hosted 
various dignitaries, including Queen Elizabeth II, Jimmy Carter and Tom 
Cruise. The restaurant was famous for its grand Imperial-style facade, 
neon lights, huge commissioned paintings in the stairwell and its colourful 
Chinese-style motifs.
Aberdeen Restaurant Enterprises, in an official statement, said that it was 

very saddened by the incident. As calls for the investigation as to what led 
to the sinking grew louder, the Hong Kong government sought a report 
from owners on how the vessel capzised in the sea, public broadcaster 
RTHK reported.RESTAURANT SUFFERED LOSSES
Since 2013, the restaurant group started suffering a deficit as the fishing 
population in the island's southern harbor diminished. In March 2020, 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, the owners announced that losses had 
piled up to $13 million and announced that the restaurant would be closed 
until further notice.
Though several proposals were announced to revive the restaurant, the 
high maintenance fees every year deterred potential investors. After 
months of Covid-19 restrictions, its parent company was unable to find a 
new owner and lacked the funds to maintain it.Jumbo's departure from 
Hong Kong was nostalgia from many Hong Kong residents. Residents 
said their goodbyes to the iconic Jumbo restaurant on Tuesday (June 14) as 
it was towed away by tugboats from its home of 46 years. Some also 
shared farewell messages and fond memories of past visits.

Omicron less likely to cause long COVID than 
Delta variant: Lancet study

The iconic Jumbo floating restaurant, a major tourist 
attraction in Hong Kong, sank more than 1000 metres 
in the South China sea. The restaurant's main boat 
capsized after it encountered adverse conditions near 
the Paracel Islands.

US Lawmakers Probe Trump Pressure On States To Flip Vote
Washington: Arizona's top lawmaker testified Tuesday about the The official testified that he received 20,000 emails and tens of 
intense pressure Donald Trump piled on him to overturn the 2020 thousands of voicemails that "saturated" his office as the Trump 
election, as congressional hearings into the former president's bid to campaign ratcheted up the pressure, making it impossible to work.He 
cling to power after his defeat entered a third week. has been accused loudly and falsely of being a pedophile and corrupt 
Members of the committee probing the January 2021 assault on the by protesters outside his home and office, he said.
US Capitol have spent much of June setting out their initial findings Bowers was one of several top Republican state officials who found 
that Trump led a multi-pronged conspiracy to overturn the election, themselves lent on to thwart the will of millions of voters based on 
culminating in the insurrection in Washington.The committee said in bogus claims of fraud, the panel said."A handful of election officials 
its fourth hearing that Trump and his allies were personally involved in several key states stood between Donald Trump and the upending 
in pushing Republican-controlled legislatures to flip the results in of American democracy," committee chairman Bennie Thompson 
several swing states, away from Joe Biden and into Trump's column. said, adding that "pressuring public servants into betraying (their) 
Rusty Bowers, speaker of the Arizona House of Representatives, oath was a fundamental part of the playbook."Liz Cheney, the 
testified about pressure to reverse his state's results, from Trump and committee's vice chair, said Trump was aware that his false claims of 
Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani.Bowers said Trump demanded a fraud could lead to violence, but continued to pressure state officials 
hearing at the Arizona State Capitol to investigate allegations of regardless.Trump, she said, had a "direct and personal role" in the 
election fraud but Bowers responded that the evidence didn't warrant campaign, alongside Giuliani and another of the ex-president's 
a hearing, "and I did not want to be used as a pawn." lawyers, John Eastman.US presidents are not elected directly by 
"You are asking me to do something against my oath, and I will not citizens, but chosen by "electors" named to a body called the electoral 
break my oath," Bowers told Trump, according to his testimony. college.The committee says a key plank of the plot to subvert the 
Bowers said he asked Giuliani "on multiple occasions" for evidence 2020 election was getting pro-Trump Republicans in swing states 
of his stolen election claims.He told committee members Giuliani won by Biden to submit official-looking but fake certificates 
said "we've got lots of theories, we just don't have the evidence." claiming they were the legitimate electors.
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NEWS BOX

alleged by all the default bail. On the contrary, Section 306 (4) Mumbai. A special court in 
accused, such a long (b) of CrPC clearly states that every person Mumbai has refused to grant bail 
period can not be accepting tender of pardon under section to former Mumbai cop Sachin 
granted. However, 306 (1) of CrPC, shall be detained until Waze seeking default bail in a 
time is granted till termination of the trial unless already on corruption case, citing the reason 
t o m o r r o w, ”  s a i d  bail. It is a matter of record that the accused t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
special  Judge SH is in judicial custody and hence the chargesheeted by the Central 
Gwalani. contention deserves to be rejected."Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

DESHMUKH, AIDES DESHMUKH'S LEGAL TEAM SEEKS Waze was granted a pardon by the 
FILE DEFAULT BAIL ADJOURNMENTCBI court in Mumbai after he 
APPLICATIONfiled an application and the In the meantime, Deshmukh’s legal team, 

agency consented with the Deshmukh, Palande and advocates Aniket Nikam and Inderpal Singh 
condition that he would make full Shinde had filed a sought another adjournment before the 
disclosure before the court when default bail application special CBI court for the hearing of their 
t h e  t r i a l  a g a i n s t  f o r m e r  stating that since only default bail plea. Even Deshmukh’s 
Maharashtra Home Minister Anil 5 9  p a g e s  o f  a  personal assistant, Kundan Shinde’s lawyers 
Deshmukh begins. chargesheet has been Sudha Dwivedi, and Abhishekh More, too 

filed by the CBI. They sought adjournment and a very long date.On June 2, the CBI filed a 
of CrPC. His name is not included in the list said that an incomplete chargesheet has been chargesheet against Deshmukh and his two In March last year, Waze was arrested for his 
of the accused sent up for trial in the charge filed as it did not accompany any document, associates, Sanjeev Palande and Kundan alleged role in the planting of explosives 
sheet filed on June 2 since he will be so they should be given bail.Shinde. However, since the court order, near industrialist Mukesh Ambani's south 
examined as a witness in terms of Section Waze, who had been made an approver, was CBI, on the other hand, opposed the Mumbai residence and in the murder of 
306(4) (a) of CrPC.On Tuesday, Waze was not chargesheeted as he is now a witness. application stating that the chargesheet that Thane businessman Mansukh Hiran. He is 
called into the witness box and the court was filed by them was complete and that also an accused in a money laundering case CBI OPPOSES WAZE'S BAIL PLEA
explained the order to him. Lawyers they had been granted additional time by being probed by the ED.The CBI had also opposed Waze’s bail plea 
Sairuchita Chowdhari and Shekhar Jagtap court to furnish the documents which they Former Mumbai police commissioner Param while stating in its two-page reply that Waze 
were present in the court for arguments. had done. Bir Singh had accused Anil Deshmukh, the had been granted a pardon under 306 of the 

The court said, “Considering the nature of bail The CBI's reply further stated that "This fact, then Home Minister, of giving targets to Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) on June 1. 
applications i.e. default bail under section by no stretch of imagination, has any nexus cops to collect Rs 100 crores per month from Waze was sent to judicial custody as per the 
167(2) of the Criminal Procedure Code as with Section 167 of the CrPC for the grant of restaurants and bars in the metropolis.statutory requirement of Section 306 (4)(b) 

"Lapses Unacceptable": Kerala Minister On 
Doctors' Suspension Over Patient's Death

5 Houses Attached In 
Srinagar For "Harbouring" 

Terrorists: Police

Srinagar: Police on Tuesday 
attached five residential houses 
here, which were allegedly used 
for harbouring terrorists, under 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act.

"Today on 21st June 2022, five 
residential houses of wilful 
harbourers of terrorists were 
attached as per section 2(g) and 
section 25 of UAP Act," Srinagar 
police said in a statement.

Police said the houses were 
attached after it has been proved 
beyond doubt that these houses 
were used for purpose of 
terrorism and the shelter was 
voluntarily and knowingly given 
by the member or members of the 
h o u s e . " M a n y  a t t a c k s  o n  
civilians, security forces were 
conspired and planned by 
terrorists while using these 
houses  as  h ideouts ,"  the  
statement said.

While two houses have been 
attached in jurisdiction of 
Parimpora police station, one 
house each was attached under 
Nowhatta, Pantha Chowk and 
Zakura police stations.

"Some more such houses have been 
identified and any wilful 
harbouring will be dealt with full 
force of law."Citizens are once 
again requested not to harbour or 
give shelter to terrorists, failing 
which we will be forced to take 
r e s o r t  t o  a t t a c h m e n t  
p roceed ings , "  the  po l i ce  
statement said. It said in case of 
any forced or coercive entry by 
terrorists into any house, the 
matter should be brought to the 
notice of police immediately.

an ambulance driver identified as Arun Dev Thiruvananthapuram. Kerala Health Minister 
told media that he was one among those who Veena George on Tuesday justified the 
had carried the box inside the hospital building suspension of two doctors in connection with 
and said it was only to avoid any delay in the the death of a transplant patient at the 
procedure.government Medical College here and said no 

lapse committed in the treatment of common "Not even the security staff at the hospital was 
people was acceptable as the patient's life is aware of the arrival of the organ and no 
predominantly the responsibility of the doctor. preparation was made there to receive it. So we 

carried it inside the building. A doctor and a The suspension was not a punishment, but action 
security staff were also with us while we were taken to facilitate a comprehensive probe by 
running with the box inside the hospital," he keeping them away from duty, she said while 
said He also said he did not feel that he had replying to a query on the strong protest 
committed any grave mistake as he only tried registered by the Doctors' Union over the 

be responsible?" Ms George asked. to save a valuable life.A patient in need of a move.The heads of Nephrology and Urology 
Alleging lapses in the system being prevalent in kidney transplant died at the medical college departments in the medical college hospital 

the government medical colleges, the minister hospital on Monday, allegedly due to a four-were suspended on Monday pending inquiry 
issued a strict warning, saying it cannot hour delay in the surgical procedure, for lack of coordination in the kidney 
continue any more and the government would prompting the state government to order a transplant, after the issue triggered a 
not allow it at any cost. probe into the incident.widespread controversy.

She also reiterated the hospital authorities' The kidney, which was harvested from a 34-"As far as the government and the health 
complaint that some unidentified persons other year-old brain dead donor in Ernakulam, was department are concerned, the life of each and 
than hospital staff had carried the box brought to the state capital on Sunday evening every patient coming to the state-run hospitals 
containing the harvested organ from the within 2.5 hours, through a "Green Corridor and medical colleges is important. If doctors 
ambulance to the medical college. However, System".have no responsibility for that, who else should 

was juvenile and a first-time offender. Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. A Mathura 
The accused was booked under Section court on Tuesday sentenced a youth to 
376, 377, and 323 of the Indian Penal 20 years' prison for raping a five-year-
Code and section 5 and 6 of the POCSO old girl in a rural area here about four 
Act. Additional Special Judge POCSO years ago, a court official said.
Act Court No 2 also imposed on the The convict was underage when he 
accused a fine of ? 50 thousand on each committed the rape in 2017, he said.
section, and sentence of additional six The sentence was awarded on the basis 
month on each instance of failure to pay of the recommendation made by the 
the fine.Juvenile Justice Board, which said 

In addition, under section 323 of the Indian that the accused, a juvenile at the time 
Penal Code, the accused has been of the crime, be tried as an adult owing 
sentenced for one year, with a fine of ? to the gravity of the crime, the official 
10,000, with a rider that two months will said.
be added to his sentence on his failure to The incident took place February 15, 
pay this fine.2017, when the convict took the girl 

All punishments, however, will run playing near her house to a desolate 
concurrently, officials said. The time to a hospital and lodged a complaint with the spot and raped her, said Additional 

passed by the accused in jail during the trial, police. According to officials, when the District Government Counsel Subhash 
would be adjusted against his sentence, they accused was found guilty, the defence counsel Chandra Chaturvedi The family found the 
said.pleaded the judge to take a lenient view as he victim bleeding from private parts and took her 

Mumbai.Amid the ongoing political crisis in and communication is on. I had a word with Shinde's move has plunged the Shiv Sena-led 
Maharashtra, a banner was seen outside the him this morning. There is no problem in Sena ruling MVA government into a crisis. The 
residence of Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut in and they [rebels] will remain with us," said crisis was sparked after the results of the MLC 
Mumbai on Wednesday. The banner Sena MP Sanjay Raut. "Shinde is our old polls were declared, following which MLAs 
reads,'Your arrogance would last 4 days, our friend. Our dialogue is on. We talked for an went incommunicado and appeared to have 
kingship is inherited.' hour and nothing is being hidden," he said. rebelled against the party, sending the major 

political outfits into a huddle.The poster has images of Maharashtra Chief "Neither for Eknath Shinde and nor for us it is 
Minister Uddhav Thackeray, Balasaheb easy to leave party or to leave him," he added. While the Shinde camp remained tight-lipped on 
Thackeray, Aditya Thackeray, Sanjay Raut A poster of Shiv Sena leaders seemingly the developments within it, Shinde said: "We 
and other prominent faces. The banner has taking a dig at rebels, including Maharashtra have not left Balasaheb Thackeray's Shiv 
been put up by Shiv Sena Corporator Urban Development Minister Eknath Shinde, Sena. We shall not leave it. We have been 
Deepmala Badhe has emerged amid the power tussle in following Balasaheb's Hindutva and will carry 

Maharashtra. it further."RAUT PLAYS DOWN REBELLION
The development came after Shiv Sena leader Shiv Sena leader Milind Narvekar made Eknath However, Sena MP Sanjay Raut on Wednesday 

Eknath Shinde claimed the support of at least Shinde speak to Uddhav Thackeray over the played down the rebellion, saying the party is 
40 MLAs who are camping in Guwahati. An phone, as per sources. Eknath Shinde in talks with Eknath Shinde.
editorial piece in Sena mouthpiece 'Saamana' demanded that the Sena restore its alliance Raut added, "Shiv Sena has the capacity to rise 
has blamed the Maharashtra political crisis on with the BJP, sources added.from the ashes. Shinde is an old Shiv sainik. 
the BJP. The BJP won't succeed in Operation While the MVA alliance is trying to bring back We can't leave Shinde and he can't leave us."
Kamala, it stated. the MLAs, the BJP, in all likelihood, is trying "Governor has got Covid. So let’s wait and see 

MAHARASHTRA POLITICAL CRISIS to gain the support of these 'rebel' MLAs.the numbers. Eknath Shinde is a Shiv Sainik 

Your arrogance would last 4 days: Banner outside Sanjay 
Raut's house as drama unfolds in Maharashtra

UP Boy Sentenced To 20 Years 
For Raping 5-Year-Old Girl

Thane Sex Worker 
Attacked, Case 
Registered Against 4: 
Police

Thane. Four persons allegedly attacked a 23-
year-old woman working as a commercial 
sex worker over a monetary dispute in 
Thane in Maharashtra, police on 
Wednesday.

The incident took place in Bhiwandi town of 
Thane district on Sunday and based on a 
complaint filed by the victim, the police 
registered a case against a couple and two 
other persons on Tuesday, an official from 
Bhiwandi police station said. The accused 
allegedly pulled the woman by her hair, 
dragged her out of her house and beat her 
up, the victim said in the complaint.

The accused also allegedly manhandled 
another sex worker, who came to rescue 
her, the official said.

Following the victim's complaint, the police 
registered a case against the four accused 
under relevant provisions, he said, adding 
that no arrest was made so far.

Sachin Waze's bail plea rejected by 
CBI court, no relief for Anil Deshmukh

A special court in Mumbai rejected Mumbai cop Sachin Waze's bail plea seeking default bail in a corruption case against 
him being probed by the CBI. The court also refused to give relief to former Maharashtra HM Anil Deshmukh.

According to officials, the incident took place in 2017, when the convict took the 
girl playing near her house to a desolate spot and raped her.

Man tries to set himself 
on fire in Chennai's 
Amma Memorial amid 
protest by OPS 
supporters
Chennai.Supporters of former Tamil Nadu 

Chief Minister O Panneerselvam gathered at 
Amma Memorial on Marina beach in 
Chennai on Tuesday night and created a 
ruckus. One man even attempted to immolate 
himself. This incident took place just days 
before the AIADMK general council 
meeting on Thursday, June 23.

AIADMK party cadres supporting party 
coordinator OPS gathered at Amma 
Memorial and began raising slogans against 
the joint coordinator, Edappadi K 
Palaniswami. Even as police were trying to 
clear the crowd, one of the cadres attempted 
to immolate himself by pouring petrol over 
his body. However, policemen immediately 
overpowered him and removed everyone 
from the area. OPS issued a statement on 
Twitter about the incident. The tweet said, 
"I’m deeply saddened to hear that South 
Chennai Deputy Secretary Kesavan 
attempted self immolation at Amma 
Memorial against the dictatorial and 
atrocious trend in AIADMK. I urge cadres 
not to engage in such dangerous acts."

He added, "I wish to say that Dharma is under 
threat but Dharma alone triumphs, at this 
moment."This comes just two days before 
the all-important general council meeting of 
the AIADMK, scheduled for June 23.

Just weeks ahead of this meeting, calls began 
emerging within the AIADMK, asking OPS 
to take over as the single ‘unitary’ leader of 
the party.

Ever since AIADMK supremo J Jayalalitha 
passed away in December 2016, the post of 
general secretary has been kept aside, and 
OPS and EPS have been running the party 
together as Coordinator and Joint 
Coordinator respectively.

Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway 
blocked for traffic due 
to landslides

Srinagar.The Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway was blocked for traffic movement 
on Wednesday due to shooting stones and 
landslides at several places, as per the 
Jammu and Kashmir Traffic Police.The 
highway has been blocked since Tuesday 
evening amid heavy rainfall.

“Due to heavy rainfall on the whole highway 
and shooting stones at Panthyal and other 
locations, approximately 3000 vehicles, 
both HMVs and LMVs are stranded on the 
Highway,” a traffic advisory, issued on 
Tuesday, stated.

“Tomorrow, on 22-06-2022, no fresh vehicle 
shall be allowed from either side ie from 
Jammu (Jakheni, Udhampur) towards 
Srinagar and vice-versa,” the advisory 
further read. Furthermore, according to the 
traffic update, as of 6 am, due to landslides, 
the Mughal Road, connecting Shopian and 
Poonch-Rajouri districts, was also blocked 
at Poshana and SSG Road was blocked at 
Chini nalla.

Amid the ongoing political crisis in Maharashtra, a banner was seen outside the residence of  Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut in Mumbai.

The incident took place in Bhiwandi 
town of Thane district on Sunday and 
based on a complaint filed by the victim.
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shortcomings. On May 30, SpiceJet was The emergency landing in Patna of a Delhi-
fined for training its Boeing 737 Max bound flight after flames were detected in the 
aircraft pilots on a faulty simulator. engine because of a suspected bird hit, the 
Earlier, 90 of its pilots were barred from return of a flight to Guwahati after a bird hit, 
operating that aircraft.The Patna airfield and the U-turn to Delhi of a Jabalpur-bound 
is considered highly constrained and the flight following cabin pressure onboard, all 
wait for better facilities has been a within a matter of hours, are worrying 
longstanding one, but the bird hit menace incidents, but also reassuring to a certain 
is common to many airfields. In 2018, the level. What led to the tense and scary 
aviation regulator noted that the presence situations is now a matter of investigation, 
of wildlife on and in the vicinity of an which needs to be broad-based, looking at all 
airport posed a serious threat to aircraft’s aspects of flight safety. The reassuring part is 
operational safety. Data for 2021 lists the skill, ability and composure shown by the 
1,466 bird strike and 29 animal strike pilots under trying circumstances. All the 
incidents across Indian airports, a passengers were unharmed and safely 
substantial increase over the previous evacuated, yet a close re-reading of the 
year. Though modern passenger aircraft stringent norms of the Directorate General of 
are built to operate even with a single Civil Aviation (DGCA), it is assumed, would 

compromise on the airworthiness of the fleet of private engine, the experience can be traumatic and the result be the mandated followup.
airlines can be an invitation to disaster. The DGCA has catastrophic. Keeping the airport premises clean and bird-For the burgeoning aviation industry in India, Sunday’s 
been busy, of late, in calling out operators for free is as important as the upkeep of the fleet.scare should be a matter of utmost priority. The slightest 

India-ASEAN ties a morale-
booster for region Going bigger with BRICS-Plus

Defence reforms put govt in a tight spot

even BJP sources conceded that Agnipath was not PRIME Minister Narendra Modi had a point when he 
thought through thoroughly. Like with the GST that was stated that “good work” was often tangled in partisan 
subject to constant tweaks as BJP-aligned trade lobbies politics at a recent function in the national capital. He did 
raised objections, the Centre responded to the protests by not allude to the wave of protests swamping the country 
bringing in changes in the four-year tenurial scheme over the Agnipath scheme touted by the establishment as 
such as enhancing the upper age limit for recruitment regenerating far-reaching “reforms” in the military 
from 21 to 23 years, and earmarking a 10 per cent quota sector but these were probably on his mind. India has a 
for the out-of-work Agniveers in Central Government tradition of opposing reforms in any area. Modi’s 
jobs, Coast Guard, defence civil jobs, Central predecessors, PV Narasimha Rao, Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
paramilitary forces and Assam Rifles. A palliative to and Manmohan Singh would know that the R-word was 
soothe frayed nerves?Critics’ observations seemed a red rag to their political opponents and their own 
prescient, particularly after Kailash Vijayvargiya, BJP parties.Till today, the Congress holds Rao culpable for 
national general secretary, was heard saying in a video ushering in economic liberalisation — the seeds of 
clip that if he had to engage security in the party office, which were ironically sown by Rajiv Gandhi when he 
he would give preference to the Agniveers.was the PM — although the reforms lifted a sinking 

economy from its worst crisis. The Congress believes Demographic dividend — a phrase used by the PM to 
Rao’s reforms cost the party victory in the 1996 impress a global audience about India’s youthful 
elections. Vajpayee created the Disinvestment Ministry population being an asset and a development driver — 
to fast forward the sale of “ailing” public sector threatened to become demographic debt when the 
undertakings (PSUs). Indeed, he managed to divest the protests against Agnipath turned unexpectedly violent 
government’s stakes in majors such as Balco, Hindustan for the government, with Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana 
Zinc, Indian Petrochemicals and VSNL but was halted in and Telangana taking the severest hits. The agitators 
his tracks by his coalition allies and the Sangh fraternity stopped at nothing. Trains and buses were gutted. 
from privatising profit-making companies, HPCL and Expectedly, the Opposition — or what remains of it— 
BPCL. As the PM, Singh, who brought the economy up and unseen “anti-national” forces were blamed for the 

make strikes and lockouts more difficult. Conversely, parts of the country because the template strikes at the to code in the Rao regime, often spoke of reducing mayhem but no bulldozers were rolled out to crush the 
the government’s reforms zeal was blunted when it was heart of the gravest problem before India: subsidies, bringing in FDI in insurance and dissenters.Quite simply, the BJP is hard put to explain 
forced to shelve an amended land acquisition law under unemployment. Agnipath’s announcement coincided implementing the Goods and Services Tax (GST) to what the scheme is about to its own. On TV and other 
pressure from a “parivar” affiliate and repeal the three with the Centre’s declaration to create 10 lakh streamline the taxation jumble but could not. He forums, the Centre drafted the services of serving and 
“reform-oriented” farm laws following large-scale and government jobs in 18 months and reflected an urgency succeeded in pushing through the India-US Civil superannuated military officers to engage with a niche 
long-drawn protests and the electoral imperative. It was not to allow the issue of unemployment to fester. After Nuclear Agreement but nearly at the cost of imperilling audience but the nub of the issue is, how will it take the 
a slight which the government didn’t take lightly but all, 2024 is two years away and in the interregnum, there his government’s life and amid murmurs of dissent in the message to the countryside, if it has one? Its own ally, the 
could do nothing.The Agnipath scheme — envisaged as are elections in Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Congress.For Modi, reforms make up a mixed bag. His Janata Dal (United), asked the Centre to forthwith scrap 
a short-term contractual recruitment model for the Army, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. Modi projected the government heralded the GST regime and compressed the scheme although inexplicably, Bihar Chief Minister 
Navy and Air Force — is billed as the next big thing in decisions as a double bonanza for India’s young 29 Central labour laws into four codes which granted Nitish Kumar did nothing for three days to contain the 
reforms but its announcement singed and burnt large population, but they had a contrarian fallout.Privately, businesses more freedom to hire and shed workers and rampaging protesters in his state. agenda. 

Flight scare

The special India-ASEAN ministerial meeting to 
commemorate 30 years of the dialogue 
partnership was held on June 15-16. Nine of the 
10 ASEAN countries participated. Myanmar was 
not invited due to ASEAN’s decision to exclude it 
over its reluctance to implement the association’s 
guidelines on its domestic matters.

Six countries were represented by foreign 
ministers. Notable was Vivian Balakrishnan, 
Foreign Minister of Singapore, who co-chaired 
the meeting as Singapore is the current country 
coordinator for India. The Foreign Minister of 
Cambodia, the current chair of ASEAN, was 
present. Retno Marsudi, Foreign Minister of G20 
Chair Indonesia, was an active participant. 
Thailand, the Philippines and Laos participated at 
lower levels, but the participation was fulsome 
and meaningful.Since the last India-ASEAN 
summit in 2021, the problems of Covid and 
economic recovery were aggravated by the 
Ukraine crisis. Thus, this meeting was significant 
in dealing with the current global crisis and how 
India and ASEAN together should act in their 
mutual interest.The meeting was an important 
confidence-building mechanism for the region. 
The Cambodian minister told the Delhi Dialogue, 
the track 1.5 parallel event, that there was a crisis 
in the region due to increasing great power rivalry, 
which ASEAN alone could not manage. The 
Singapore minister pointed out the important role 
of India, particularly in dealing with Covid, 
economic recovery and CBMs. He said that 
whenever one thought of the pharmacy of the 
region or the impact of digital connectivity and 
the big provider of agricultural products, thoughts 
turned to India. Keeping India engaged was 
important for the region.

Indonesian minister Retno Marsudi made a plea that 
despite the problems and cleavages in the world, it 
was important that strategic trust should be 
increased. This meeting was a good occasion for 
vaccination to deter the lessening of such trust. 
India’s External Affairs Minister (EAM) S 
Jaishankar said the partnership had received the 
double dose of the vaccine, and now the meeting 
had given it a booster shot. This appeared to be the 
perception among the participating ministers, 
who showed comfort and confidence with India.

India’s engagement with ASEAN started after its 
economic liberalisation in 1991 and the launch of 
the Look East Policy. Thereafter, India became a 
sectoral partner of ASEAN in 1992. This was 
enhanced to a full dialogue partnership. In 2002, 
India and ASEAN established their annual 
summits. In 2012, at the 20th Commemorative 
Summit, the strategic partnership was created. At 
the 25th anniversary Commemorative Summit 
held in New Delhi in January 2018, all 10 ASEAN 
leaders participated, including as chief guests at 
the Republic Day parade.Much of the India-
ASEAN agenda is already on the anvil and 
agreements exist. What is now to be done is to 
take them forward with determination. Most 
ministers pointed in this direction: that we have a 
good framework and let us now move to 
fruition.Among the significant mentions in the 
Co-chair’s statement are an increasing heft for 
strategic and political cooperation. In the past, this 
was the weakest link in the India-ASEAN 
relationship, but is now becoming more focused. 
The India-ASEAN joint statement on maritime 
security at the last summit and the agreement for 
aligning the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 
(AOIP) with the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 
(IPOI) of India has been reiterated as a good 
framework which requires further movement. 
Singapore and Indonesia stepped forward to 
participate in the IPOI programmes; the EAM 
invited other ASEAN countries to also step 
forward to choose areas of cooperation

It was decided that India and ASEAN would hold a 
defence ministers’informal meeting, to be held 
alongside the ASEAN Defence Ministers 
Meeting (ADMM)-plus in November 2022. 
India’s participation in the ADMM-plus has 
become more regular and this sets an important 
tone to the almost 30 other mechanisms which 
already exist. The agreement to do a joint 
maritime exercise between India and ASEAN as a 
whole is also a welcome step. Uptil now, India has 
been doing coordinated patrols with six ASEAN 
member states.

THE 14th BRICS Summit, to be held virtually on June 23 
with China as the host, will be an important event in the 
2022 global calendar of multilateral interactions. For 
India and China, it has special significance because both 
PM Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping will 
be talking to one another after a long time. Had it been a 
normal summit, the two leaders would have met face-to-
face for the first time after their last meeting in 
Mahabalipuram in 2019.BRICS is a unique trans-
continental multilateral forum that brings together five 
major countries — two from Asia (China and India), and 
one each from Eurasia (Russia), Africa (South Africa) 
and Latin America (Brazil). What distinguishes it from 
other multilateral forums is that (a) it serves as a counter 
to US-led western countries which have been dominating 
global economics, politics and development so far; and 
(b) it provides a platform for voicing the concerns and 
aspirations of developing countries, which outnumber the 
West in terms of population, resources, and, increasingly, 
in their contribution to global development. Hence, 
BRICS, along with other forums, such as the Shanghai of regional and world peace simply cannot be ignored. community should urge the US and its allies to give an 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), is an innovative Including them in the BRICS+ mechanism will make the assurance that NATO will not be expanded eastwards to 
endeavour to democratise the global order in the 21st platform more representative both regionally and threaten Russia’s security. The BRICS summit cannot, 
century. These have the potential to promote the vision of globally. and should not, remain silent on this issue.
‘Building a Community of Shared Future for Mankind’, Expansion of BRICS is also necessary to push forward a BRICS and other like-minded emerging market nations 
which Xi Jinping has been trying to popularise. new non-western paradigm of global development, which should increase dialogue and cooperation on geopolitical 

The performance of the BRICS mechanism so far, since its is equitable, environmentally sustainable and fulfils the conflicts which not only threaten peace but also 
inception in 2006, has been mixed. On the positive side, it socio-economic needs of the majority of the world’s negatively impact the global economy and hence global 
has provided a forum for the leaders of the five member population, especially the poor. Today, financial development. The sharp rise in oil and food prices in the 
countries to meet regularly and exchange views of resources are heavily concentrated in the US and some aftermath of the Ukraine war is a convincing 
common interest to themselves and to the world at large. west European countries, whereas the centre of gravity of example.What has also harmed the effectiveness of 
On the negative side, there has not been tangible and the forces that drive the world’s productive economy BRICS is India’s decision to join the US-led four-nation 
result-oriented intra-BRICS cooperation, either in (agriculture, manufacturing, services, human labour and Quadrilateral, along with Japan and Australia. The US 
economic or political fields. This is principally because of even technology) is rapidly shifting to Asia, Africa and wants Quad to become ‘Asian NATO’ to contain China. If 
weak or strained bilateral relations among the member Latin America. This imbalance must be corrected for this happens, peace, stability and cooperation in Asia will 
countries — especially between India and China. Global Development Initiative to make rapid strides. This be severely affected. However, to prevent Quad from 
Furthermore, some countries (India and Brazil) have will blunt and eventually neutralise the West’s policy of becoming an anti-China alliance, it is also necessary for 
close ties to the US, which pursues an aggressive anti- weaponising its financial power to impose illegitimate China to urgently address India’s legitimate concerns, 
China and anti-Russia policy. As a result, BRICS has sanctions, break global supply chains and practice which have grown after the Galwan standoff. If the 
remained somewhat amorphous.As regards the future of ‘market apartheid’ against its political adversaries. dispute between these two major Asian nations is not 
BRICS, its leaders should seriously apply their minds on resolved, or at least peacefully managed through mutual The relevance of Global Security Initiative is equally 
how to make it more effective. China has put forward understanding, it will continue to cast a dark shadow on pressing. The global order has changed since the end of 
three new concepts — ‘BRICS+’, Global Development the BRICS mechanism. One hopes that the BRICS World War II and Cold War. The world has become 
Initiative and Global Security Initiative. The idea of summit will pave the way for an early face-to-face irreversibly multi-polar. There is no superpower 
BRICS+, which seeks to include more member nations meeting between Modi and Xi. This should happen soon anymore. Yet, relics of the past, such as NATO, have been 
into the organisation, is highly relevant and timely. after the conclusion of the five-yearly congress of the kept artificially alive. US-led NATO has been a source of 
Several new emerging market countries (Turkey, Iran, Chinese Communist Party this year, when Xi is expected many wars and potential hotspots, be it Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nigeria, Mexico, to name a few) to be get a third term. The lack of high-level strategic Libya, or the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which must be 
have appeared. Their growing economic and political dialogue between the two leaders has created uncertainty brought to an end soon. The legitimate concerns of 
importance, and their potential to contribute to the cause and immobility in ties, which must be broken.Ukraine and Russia should be addressed. The world 

Safety norms, airworthiness must be utmost priority

The strained India-China relations need to ease off to make it more effective

Demographic dividend, a phrase used by the PM to impress a global audience about India’s youthful population being an asset and development driver, threatened to become demographic debt when the protests against Agnipath 

turned violent. Expectedly, the Opposition and unseen ‘anti-national’ forces were blamed for the mayhem but no bulldozers were rolled out to crush the dissenters.
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Singer  
Welcomed Twins, Then 
Addressed Surrogacy 

Rumours

Chinmayi Sripada

Singer Chinmayi Sripada and actor Rahul Ravindran 
welcomed twins recently. The couple announced 
the big news on social media by sharing an 
adorable post. In a separate post, Chinmayi 
Sripada wrote: "Our twins are a GIRL and a BOY" 
and she addressed the rumours about her opting for 
surrogacy. She revealed that she received a lot of 
messages on Instagram asking if she welcomed the 
twins via surrogacy merely because she chose not 
to post pictures of her maternity diaries on 
Instagram. "I'm absolutely loving these people 
who are DM-ing me asking if she had twins 
through a surrogate just because I didn't post 
photos of me being pregnant. Only those who were 
my innermost circle knew because I was protecting 
myself," read an excerpt from her post.

Chinmayi Sripada emphasized on the need of 
privacy and rightly so for her family and she added, 
"I was and will always be extremely guarded about 
my personal life, my family, my friends circle. 
Photos of out kids won't be on our socials either for 
a long while."

She cryptically wrote that she had a caesarian 
delivery and added, "And if you need to know I 
actually sang a bhajan during the caesarian as our 
twins entered the world. Get a grip of that. More on 
this later. But for now this is enough."

The singer announced the arrival of the twins by 
writing this in an Instagram post: "Driptah and 
Sharvas. The new and forever center of our 
universe."

Singer Chinmayi Sripada and actor Rahul Ravindran 
got married in 2014. Chinmayi Sripada's extensive 
playback work across languages includes songs 
from films like Kannathil Muthamittal and Sara 
Sara, among many others. Chinmayi Sripada is a 
woman of many hats. She is also a voice actor, 
television presenter and radio jockey. She also runs 
a translation firm.

Amitabh Bachchan The Marlon 
Brando Of India, Tom Hanks The 
Amitabh Bachchan Of America: 

Baz Luhrmann

fter the stupendous success of Pushpa: The Rise, 
fans are excitedly waiting for the second part of 
the film. The movie featured Allu Arjun and A

Rashmika Mandanna in lead roles. Before Pushpa 2 
could go on floor, a media report claimed that 
Rashmika's character Srivalli would die in the second 
part. However, Rashmika Mandanna's fans can breathe a 
sigh of relief as the film's producer has quashed the 
rumours about the actress's character.

'IT IS A FALSE NEWS'
In an interview with Pinkvilla, Pushpa 2 producer 

Y. Ravi Shankar said, "That’s all 
trash. This is all nonsense. 
Until now, we didn’t hear 
the story to be fair and 
frank, so it’s not like that, 
a n d  a l l  t h e s e  a r e  
speculations. At this point of 
time you write anything on 
that film, no one knows 
anything about it, so they 
believe in it. This is being 
carried by other websites and 
TV channels also, but it's false 
news."

When he was asked if Rashmika's 
character would be alive in Pushpa 
2, the producer responded in 
affirmation. The producer further 
revealed when the film would go on 
floor. "Probably sometime in 
August. First week or so. We are in 
preparation right now," he added.

ABOUT PUSHPA: THE RISE
Directed by Sukumar, Pushpa:The Rise 

revolves around the rise of a coolie in 
the smuggling syndicate of red 
sandalwood, a wood that grows only in 
the Seshachalam Hills of Andhra Pradesh 
state. Besides Allu Arjun and Rashmika's 
power-packed performances, the film was 
lauded for its music. For those unaware, 
Pushpa: The Rise released in cinemas on 
December 17, 2021.

uess who was clicked in Mumbai on Tuesday 
evening? The Archies stars Suhana Khan and GKhushi Kapoor. They were photographed in 

Andheri in Mumbai. Suhana Khan, who will star as 
Veronica, was pictures dressed in a white top and a 
pair of pastel pants. Khushi Kapoor, on the other 
hand, was dressed in an all-black ensemble. She will 
star as Betty in the film. Agastya Nanda, who is set to 
play the titular role in The Archies, was MIA 
yesterday. The filming of the Zoya Akhtar-directorial 
began earlier this year and the first look was unveiled 
on social media last month.

The adventures of Archie Andrews and his squad 
including Veronica, Betty, Jughead and Reggie, have 
been immortalised by several adaptions of films and 
cartoon series. The character Archie Andrews first 
appeared in the Pep Comics and gained insane 
popularity in as a standalone character in the pop 
culture. We would love to see what the Indian 
adaptation of the series has in store.

Speaking of the film's cast - all of them have 
impeccable genes. Suhana Khan, daughter of 
superstar Shah Rukh Khan and interior decorator 
Gauri Khan, has inherited her love for acting from her 
father SRK. Agastya is the son of author Shweta 
Bachchan Nanda and business tycoon Nikhil Nanda. 
He is the grandchild of Bollywood veterans Amitabh 
Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan. Khushi Kapoor is the 
daughter of late superstar Sridevi and film producer 
Boney Kapoor. Her sister Janhvi Kapoor also 
features in Bollywood films.

here is no lacking in superlatives for Amitabh 
Bachchan – the Marlon Brando and Elvis TPresley of India, per Hollywood filmmaker 

Baz Luhrmann. The Moulin Rouge director is 
fresh off the success of Elvis, a biopic of the late 
great King of Rock and Roll starring Austin Butler 
as the singer and Tom Hanks as his manager 
Colonel Tom Parker. However, it was Big B who 
was on Baz Luhrmann's mind when he spoke to 
NDTV. Amitabh Bachchan played a small but 
impactful role in Mr Luhrmann's lush 2013 
adaptation of The Great Gatsby starring Leonardo 
and he clearly made an impression. "Amitabh 
Bachchan in my view is not only the Elvis of India 
but also the Marlon Brando of India," Baz 
Luhrmann said.Baz Luhrmann also compared 
Amitabh Bachchan and the redoubtable Tom 
Hanks, not just describing them as “similar” but 
going so far as to call Tom Hanks the “Amitabh 
Bachchan of America.”"Tom Hanks is easily the 
Amitabh Bachchan of America and I mean it. I 
keep talking about Amitabh Bachchan because I 
miss him so much and I know the family is gone 
through so much. I have heard from him not too 
long ago,” Baz Luhrmann said, “I think about him 
and I think about Tom, they are so very similar. Just 
like Amitabh would bring not just his performance 
to the set but also the energy, inspiration, and 
wisdom. I saw that on the sets of The Great Gatsby. 
I remember a moment between him and Leonardo 
and that was a quiet chat I knew Leonardo felt that 
he was listening to the wisdom and Tom did 
exactly that with Austin in Elvis. It's so touching 
and so rare when an older actor is passing the baton 
to the new generation."

Will Rashmika Mandanna's 

character Srivalli die in 

Pushpa? The film's producer Y. 

Ravi Shankar spills the beans.

 character Srivalli to die in 
Pushpa 2? Producer reveals

Mumbai Is Starting To Look A Lot Like Riverdale, Courtesy 
The Archies Stars And Suhana Khan Khushi Kapoor

 Mandanna's
Rashmika
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per cent dip in this period. However, in last one profitability drag in the fourth quarter, analysts 
year, Astral share price has gone down from are bullish on Astral’s prospects due to several 
around Rs 1,950 to Rs 1,632 levels, descending reasons. First, the demand for pipes is expected 
around 16 per cent in this period.Currently, the to jump due to a pick-up in construction 
company is in focus as it has subscribed to activities and government emphasis on 
Optionally Convertible Debentures of Rs 194 infrastructure. Second, the EBITDA is 
crore allotted by Gem Paints, and has appointed expected to improve in 2023-24, supported by a 
majority directors on the board of Gem Paints, better product mix. Third, the company has also 
and Esha Paints. Accordingly, Gem Paints and acquired a 51 per cent stake in Gem Paints, 
Esha Paints have become a subsidiary and step- which has a strong presence in south India. It 
down subsidiary of the company respectively. will help scale up Astral’s paints business and 

enable it to enter additional geographies. In the last 5 years, Astral share price has ascended 
Fourth, the company has undertaken Rs.1,000 from around Rs 415 to Rs 1,632 levels, logging New Delhi  Astral Pipes has not performed well crore of capex in the past five years, mostly for around 290 per cent rise in this period or CAGR in the last one year but for long-term investors, increasing manufacturing capacity. Its stock is of around 31.50 per cent to its loyal this stock has delivered a stellar return to its trading at premium valuations in terms of a 12-shareholders who remained invested in the shareholders despite shedding heavily in the month forward PE ratio of 57.1 times compared stock throughout this period. Similarly, in the last one year. In the last 10 years, Astral share to the BSE Industrials Index and BSE Sensex at last 10 years, this multibagger stock has price has surged from Rs 25.75 to Rs 1,632.60 22.8 and 19.9 times, respectively.Axis ascended from around Rs 25.75 to Rs 1,632.60 apiece levels on NSE, logging a more than Securities, in its June top stock picks, has apiece levels on NSE, logging around 6,000 per 6,000 per cent rise in this period. included Astral Ltd in the ‘Buy’ basket. The cent rise in this period or delivering 51.43 per 

In the last one month, the price of each share of report said “Astral has reported volume growth cent CAGR (compound average growth rate) or 
Astral has come down to Rs 1,612 from Rs of 10 per cent in the piping segment which is the annualized return to its shareholders who 
1,632.60. In other words, Astral has witnessed a highest among peers in the last 4 years, remained invested in Astral shares throughout 
five per cent decline in the stock market during reflecting that Astral is gaining market share. the last 10 years. So, if an investor had invested 
that period. In YTD time, Astral share price has Astral is maintaining EBITDA margins of 17.8 Rs 1 lakh in this multibagger stock 10 years ago 
gone down from Rs 2,332 to Rs 1,632 levels, per cent despite taking a hike in realizations as and had remained invested in this stock 
logging around 30 per cent slide in this period. commodity inflation is denting the profitability throughout this period, its Rs 1 lakh would have 
In last 6 months, this stock has gone down from of the industry.turned to more than Rs 63 lakh today.Despite a 
Rs 2,265 to Rs 1,632 levels, clocking around 28 

Provident Fund Withdrawal: Read Rules, Steps, Details

This Multibagger Stock Turns Your Rs 1 
Lakh To Rs 63 Lakh; Should You Invest?

New Delhi account a “verified” status.Employees Provident Fund (EPF) is a 
lifetime deposit which comes in handy during Important Steps To Withdraw Provident Fund
crucial phases of one's life. It consists of 12 per Log in using your UAN and password and enter 
cent of an employee's monthly basic salary, the captcha for verification.Now go to the 

‘Online Services' tab and select the option which is deposited with the Employees 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). The ‘Claim (Form-31, 19 & 10C)' from the drop-

down menu.On the next screen, enter your bank employer also contributes a share in this fund, 
account number and click on ‘Verify'.which becomes a sizeable corpus over a period 

Now click on ‘Yes' and proceed.of time.Employees can withdraw their PF 
online quite easily. This can be facilitated After this, click on ‘Proceed for Online Claim'.

Now in the claim form, select the claim you through the member e-SEW portal of EPFO.
require under the tab ‘I Want To Apply For'.The employees can withdraw their complete 

Select ‘PF Advance (Form 31)' to withdraw your savings in the PF once they retire. However 
fund. Then provide the purpose of such even before retirement, they can withdraw a online through the EPFO website or even 
advance, the amount required and the partial amount if they meet certain criteria. through the UMANG mobile app.
employee's address.Now, click on the Important Points For Withdraw Provident Fund Completing the “Know Your Customer” or KYC 
certificate and submit your application.formality is also important before withdrawing It is mandatory to link one's Aadhar card with the 

PF.For KYC, PAN card is needed and EPFO You may be asked to submit scanned documents universal account number (UAN) to deposit 
after completing the process, gives the PF for the purpose you have filled the form.money to the PF account. This can be one 

Stocks To Watch: Adani Enterprises, 
ONGC, HDFC Bank, Hero MotoCorp

New Delhi: The government's 'One 
Nation, One Ration Card' (ONORC) 
programme has been successfully 
implemented across the country, 
with Assam being the last state to 
operationalise the service. Under 
ONORC, beneficiaries covered 
under the National Food Security 
Act, 2013 (NFSA) can get their 
quota of subsidised foodgrains from 
any electronic point of sale device 
(ePoS)-enabled fair price shops of 
their choice by using their existing 
ration cards with biometric 
authentication.

Simply put, eligible people can get 
subsidised foodgrains  f rom 
government shops smoothly.

According to the Food Ministry, 
ra t ion card  por tabi l i ty  has  
signif icantly contr ibuted in 
ensuring subsidised foodgrains to 

NFSA beneficiaries, especially 
migrant beneficiaries, during the 
last two years of Covid-19 
pandemic.Currently, a monthly 
average of about 3 crore portable 
transactions are being recorded, 
delivering the subsidised NFSA and 
free PMGKAY (Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana) 
f o o d g r a i n s  w i t h  a n y w h e r e  
flexibility to the beneficiaries, it 
added.The Centre has also rolled out 
the 'MERA RATION' mobile 
application, aiming to take 
maximum advantage of the 
ONORC plan.The mobile app is 
providing a range of useful real-time 
information to the beneficiaries and 
is available in 13 languages.

So far, the app has been downloaded 
more than 20 lakh times from 
Google Play Store.

Ration Card Rule Change; 
Use At Any Government 

Shop Now. Read

PM KISAN eKYC deadline ends on July 31, here is 
how to do Aadhaar OTP-based authentication

Biometric based eKYC.
3. Deadline of eKYC for all the PMKISAN 

beneficiaries has been extended till 31st 
July 2022.Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
released 11th instalment of financial benefit 
under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme on May 31. 
Modi transferred an amount of around Rs 
21,000 crore to more than 10 crore 
beneficiary farmer families.

The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 
(PM-KISAN) Scheme was launched by PM 
Modi in 2019. The Scheme aims to provide 
income support to all landholder farmer 
families across the country with cultivable 
land, subject to certain exclusions.

Under the Scheme, an amount of Rs 6000 per 
year is released in three 4-monthly 
instalments of Rs 2000 each directly into New Delhi: Giving further window period for 
the bank accounts of the beneficiaries. In a lakhs of eligible farmers of the Pradhan 
financial year, PM Kisan installment is Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
credited thrice through --Period 1 from Scheme, the government has extended the 
April-July; Period 2 from August to deadline complete mandatory eKYC under following three things must be noted. The Registered Farmers. OTP Based eKYC is 

November; and Period 3 from December to from May 31 to July 31, 2022. website says: available on PMKISAN Portal.
As per the PM KISAN official website the March.1. eKYC is MANDATORY for PMKISAN 2. or nearest CSC centres may be contacted for 

New Delhi: The domestic stock indices are 
likely to trade lower on Wednesday, taking 
cues from their Asian peers. Asian shares 
were mostly in the red today as South 
Korea's KOSPI moved 1.52 per cent lower, 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng index fell 0.61 per 
cent and Japan's Nikkei index was trading 
almost flat by edging 0.09 per cent higher. 
Trends on SGX Nifty indicated a gap-down 
opening for the markets back home. The 
Nifty Futures on Singapore Exchange, also 
known as the SGX Nifty Futures, slipped 
64.40 points or 0.41 per cent to 15,569.

The 30-share BSE Sensex had surged 934 
points or 1.81 per cent to close at 52,532 on 
Tuesday, while the broader NSE Nifty had 
moved 289 points or 1.88 per cent up to 
settle at 15,639.

Here Are Stocks To Watch During Today's 
Session:

Adani Enterprises: The company, including 
10 other firms, have expressed interest in 
bidding for coal import tenders floated by 
Coal India Ltd. On June 9, Coal India said 
that it has floated its maiden tender to import 
2.416 MT of coal to ensure an adequate 
supply of the fuel to power plants in the 
country.

ONGC: State-owned Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation has sought a minimum $17 
price for the gas it plans to produce from 
coal seams in its Bokaro CBM block in 
Jharkhand.HDFC Bank: The private lender 
has proposed to double its network of 
branches in the next three to five years by 
adding 1,500 to 2,000 branches annually, 
which would akin to adding a new HDFC 
Bank every five years, said its managing 
director and CEO Sashidhar Jagdishan.Yes 
Bank: The private lender has introduced a 
product where the interest earned on a term 
deposit is linked to the RBI's repo rate. Till 
now, an external benchmark-linked rate has 
been popular on the lending side, but the 
same was not the case for deposits. The 
Reserve Bank has hiked rates by 0.90 per 
cent in two moves and is expected to do 
more to contain inflation.the 

IKEA opens its largest store in India in 
Bengaluru, plans to invest Rs 3000 crore

"We have a long-term commitment to 
Karnataka to create a positive impact on 
the local economy through our business. 
With our growing retail presence, IKEA 
India will be a strong contributor to 
increasing the overall home furnishing 
market. It will give opportunities for a 
growing eco-system for the whole 
industry, including growing people and 
skills, we continue to stand by our vision 
to create a better everyday life for the 
many people," IKEA India Chief 
Executive Officer & Chief Sustainability 
Officer Susanne Pulverer said. (Also 
Read: Markets fall after 2-day breather, 
Sensex trades 418 points lower) IKEA 
has employed 1,000 co-workers with 72 New Delhi: IKEA, a well-known Swedish 
per cent of local co-workers and plans to home furniture company, opened its first big 
hire more people from the local box store format in Nagasandra, Bengaluru, 
neighbourhood. IKEA truly believes that its biggest store to date, on June 22. IKEA 
it will create the best work environment India expects to draw up to 5 million tourists 

needs. Spread over 12.2 acres, the 4,60,000 children's play areas, ‘Smaland', along with a for its many co-workers, offering equal pay to Bengaluru this year with a planned 
sq. ft IKEA Nagasandra store will feature 1,000-seater restaurant and a bistro serving a and growth opportunities for all.The store investment of Rs 3,000 crore in Karnataka, 
more than 7,000 well-designed home mix of Swedish and Indian delicacies with also believes in empowering women and has the firm said. According to a press release, 
furnishing products along with beautifully many vegetarian and vegan food options to seen women taking up job roles traditionally the Nagasandra Store is IKEA's fourth 
designed 65+ room sets for ideas and choose from, it added. (Also Read: PM reserved for men, such as forklift driving, location in India. It will be a well-known 
inspirations to live a better life at home.The KISAN eKYC deadline ends on July 31, power stacking, assembly, and installation landmark in the community and offer home 
store will also house one of the largest here's how to do OTP based eKYC)  services, the company said. furnishing options to suit a variety of family 

Gold price today, June 22: Gold 
rates fall by Rs 200, check gold 
rates in your city
New Delhi: Gold prices fell on Wednesday. 

The price of 22 carat of gold fell by Rs 200 
to Rs 47,450 per 10 grams as against its 
previous close of Rs 47,650. Meanwhile the 
price of 24 carat of gold was also trading 
higher by Rs 100. The price of 24 carat of 
gold stood at Rs 51,760 as against its 
previous close of Rs 51,980.

Gold prices eased on Wednesday as the dollar 
firmed, although bullion still traded in a 
narrow range as investors awaited fresh 
cues from top central banks on their 
monetary policy plans, especially from the 
U.S. Federal Reserve.

Spot gold fell 0.3% to $1,827.03 per ounce by 
0231 GMT, extending losses to a fourth 
straight session. U.S. gold futures dropped 
0.6% to $1,828.10, said a Reuters 
report.Gold prices in the national capital on 
Tuesday dipped marginally by Rs 24 to Rs 
50,686 per 10 grams. In the previous trade, 
the precious metal settled at Rs 50,710 per 
10 grams. Silver, however, gained Rs 13 to 
Rs 60,609 per kg from Rs 60,596 per kg in 
the previous trade.

(Disclaimer: The prices are just indicative 
collected from various sources. You must 
collate the price with your jeweller before 
investing/purchasing.)

Elon Musk says Tesla will cut 
salaried workforce by 10% 
over 3 months

New Delhi: Elon Musk on Tuesday said that 
Tesla will reduce its salaried workforce by 
10 per cent over the next three months.

Addressing the Qatar Economic Forum 
organised by Bloomberg, the world's 
richest man said that the electric car-maker 
will cut salaries by 10 per cent over the next 
three months, as the company navigates the 
global macro-economic conditions.

This would result in reducing Tesla's total 
headcount by roughly 3.5 per cent.

Tesla employs more than 100,000 people 
across its facilities, and saw over 40 per cent 
increase in the company's workforce last 
year.It last week started another wave of 
layoffs, including hourly workers instead of 
just salaried employees.

The layoffs began in its sales and delivery 
teams across North America, reports 
Electrek.The layoffs come amid Tesla's 
being in the middle of a difficult end-of-
quarter delivery wave, which Musk himself 
warned employees about, saying that it will 
be "nutty".Earlier this month, Musk told 
Tesla executives in an email that they need 
to cut 10 per cent of the workforce and 
pause hiring due to having a "super bad 
feeling" about the economy.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
released 11th instalment of  
financial benefit under Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) scheme on May 31. Modi 
transferred an amount of  
around Rs 21,000 crore to more 
than 10 crore beneficiary farmer 
families.

In the last 10 years, Astral share price has 
surged from Rs 25.75 to Rs 1632.60 apiece 
levels on NSE, logging a more than 6,000 
per cent rise in this period. Which means if  
an investor had invested Rs 1 lakh in this 
multibagger stock 10 years ago it would 
have turned Rs 63 lakhs

The store will also house one of  
the largest children's play areas.
IKEA Nagasandra store will 
feature more than 7,000 well-
designed home furnishing 
products.
IKEA has employed 1,000 co-
workers with 72 per cent of  local 
co-workers.
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Madan Lal says he wouldn't have given Rishabh Pant 
Indian captaincy right now: He is a youngster

'New Delhi  

isn’t going anywhere anytime soon. The 
longer he plays, he will gain more maturity,” impact with the bat during the four matches and ormer Indian cricketer Madan Lal 
said Lal.The former Indian cricketer compared he faced a lot of criticism for it.Speaking to has claimed that he would have stopped 
Pant's captaincy to that of MS Dhoni and Virat Sports Tak, Lal claimed that he would have Rishabh Pant from becoming the Indian 
Kohli. Lal stressed the fact that if the stopped Pant from assuming the captaincy role captain right now as he feels the wicketkeeper 
wicketkeeper can take his game to a new level as he was still very young. The World Cup is still a youngster.
over the next two years, then he can be a winner went on to say that the 24-year-old Pant recently led the Indian team during the 
considered as a serious contender for wicketkeeper will gain more maturity as he recently-concluded T20I series against South 
captaincy.“Over the next two years, if he can plays the game longer.“I would have stopped Africa after KL Rahul was ruled out due to an 
take his game to the next level, then he can be a him from becoming captain. Wouldn’t have injury. Despite losing the first two games, India 
good captain, can deal with things maturely. allowed it. Because such a player needs to be bounced back and were able to level the series 
This is a player of a different nature. MS Dhoni given this responsibility later. Becoming an 2-2 before the final match in Bengaluru was 
was a quiet and cool captain.India captain is a big deal. He is a youngster. He washed out. The 24-year-old failed to make an 

feeling happy because we had discussed 'New Delhi Rishabh Pant has revealed that 
it. In my mind, I had only one thought Shubman Gill was furious with himself 
that we have to win. When Gill got out, after missing out on a century against 
he was furious after he came back. He Australia during the 2021 Gabba Test.The 
was shouting, ‘What have I done?’ and match in Brisbane has been considered as 
was cursing himself," said Pant.The one of India's most famous wins in Tests 
wicketkeeper said he consoled his and Pant and Gill played a major role in 
teammate and said that he had batted getting the job done.Chasing a target of 
well during the innings.“I told him 328 runs, the 22-year-old Punjab batter 
‘Don’t worry, you have batted well’," set the foundation for India's run chase 
said Pant.with a brilliant 91 off 146 balls. However, 

Gill wasn't happy with himself after After the chase was set up by Gill, the 
missing out on the hundred, according to Indian wicketkeeper took up the charge 
Pant.In the docuseries, Bandon Mein Tha and guided India to the famous win and that they weren't ready to settle for a draw and 
Dum, the Indian wicketkeeper, revealed that clinched the Border-Gavaskar trophy 2-1. The would look to win the Gabba Test.
Gill was furious with himself and shouting 24-year-old scored 89 runs from 138 balls and “Gill and I had discussed that we wanted to win 
inside the dressing room once he came back. his innings consisted of nine boundaries and the match and not just draw it."
Pant also said he had discussed with the opener one six.“Gill was hitting the pull shot, cut shot. I was 

I took time with my hamstring 
injury, I am not making a ton of  
decisions after Wimbledon: 
Serena Williams
'New Delhi  American great Serena Williams 

made a winning return to professional 
tennis after a one-year layoff, but she said 
that her future remains uncertain in spite of 
her love for the game.Williams surprisingly 
confirmed last week that she will be 
participating in the upcoming Wimbledon, 
where she has received a singles wildcard 
entry. However, she stressed that she will 
not make "a ton of decisions" after that."You 
know what, I'm literally taking it one day at 
a time," Williams was quoted as saying. "I 
really took my time with my hamstring 
injury, so I'm just not making a ton of 
decisions after that."

The 23-time Grand Slam champion had not 
played competitive tennis since retiring out 
from last year's Wimbledon in the first-
round match against  Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich. She suffered a leg injury at the 
Championships, where she has won seven 
titles so far.As part of her Wimbledon 
practice, Williams returned to competitive 
tournament. She, alongside Tunisian Ons 
Jabeur, defeated Spaniard-Czech pair of 
Sara Sorribes Tormo and Marie Bouzkova 
2-6, 6-3, 13-11 in the first round of women's 
doubles at Eastbourne International on 
Tuesday (June 21).When asked if she saw 
herself playing next year, Williams said: "I 
don't know, I can't answer that.But I love 
tennis and I love playing, or else I wouldn't 
be out here, right? But I also love what I do 
off the court, what I've built with Serena 
Ventures. It's interesting."The 2022 
Wimbledon will take place from June 27 to 
July 10. The draw for the Championships 
will be announced on Friday (June 24).

Fabio Vieira will bring high quality and versatility to our 
attacking play: Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta

'New Delhi 

play. We welcome Fabio and his family 
to our club and are looking forward to 
starting work with him ahead of the 
new season," Arsenal manager Arteta 
said in a statement.

The 22-year-old Vieira scored seven 
goals and made 16 assists from 39 
appearances  for  Porto in  a l l  
competitions last season. He has also 
represented Portugal at the Under-21 
level, scoring 13 goals in 21 
appearances. He also represented his 
country at youth level, playing all five Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta 
tournament matches as Portugal said that midfielder Fabio Vieira will bring 
finished runners-up at the 2019 UEFA high quality and versatility to the Premier 
Under-19 Championship.Vieira will League club after he was signed from 
wear the number 21 shirt and join up Portuguese champions Porto on a long-term 

contract. with his new teammates at Arsenal 
soon for pre-season training.Arsenal Arsenal completed the signing of Vieira on 
finished fifth in the 202122 Premier Tuesday (June 21).The Portuguese 
League season. They were beaten by champions Porto said that they had agreed to 

further five million dependent on Vieira identified and signed such a special talent. their north London rivals Tottenham a 40 million euro deal with Arsenal for the 
achieving certain targets at the London Fabio is a very creative player that will bring Hotspur for the final automatic Champions transfer of Vieira and added that Arsenal 
club."I am very excited that we have high quality and versatility to our attacking League spot.would pay an initial 35 million euros with a 

Cricket Australia announce the introduction of Big 
Bash League Draft ahead of 12th season

'New Delhi  

Dobson.The players from around the 
globe will be able to nominate for the 
Draft via an online nomination portal, 
including their availability for the 
tournament.

There will be four categories in which the 
players can be selected on Draft night. 
They are Platinum, Gold, Silver and 
Bronze, which will be based on the 
salaries. The Draft order will be selected 
by a weighted lottery with the three teams 
which missed the finals of the KFC BBL 
11 being entered first to determine the first 
three selections.The five finalists will then Cricket Australia on Wednesday 
be drawn for the rest. The Draft will announced the introduction of the Big Bash 
consist of four rounds with each club League Draft ahead of the upcoming season. 
being able to make one pick. Rounds one The Draft, which will be held in the coming 
and two will follow the weighted lottery months, will work as the primary way for 
order with the rest adopting a snaking teams to recruit overseas stars ahead of the 
one.Each club will be entitled to make one new campaign.The board announced in a 
retention pick during the Draft, provided statement that the nominations for the Draft 
the star has played at least one game for were opened on Wednesday and the league new opportunities for the teams. excite fans for the upcoming season and 

the club. The teams will have a squad and teams have been in conversations with provide new opportunities for clubs and the “KFC BBL|12 is shaping up as the most hotly 
strength of 18 with two or three overseas players and agents. The first set of League. We look forward to announcing the anticipated season yet, with the best of the 
stars in the ranks. The recruitment of the nominations are set to be announced first group of nominations soon.Big Bash on display on and off the field. At 
domestic players will remain the same as soon.Speaking about the announcement, the forefront of this will be the KFC BBL|12 “We’d like to thank our Clubs and the 
earlier.The statement also said that the Cricket Australia’s General Manager of Big Draft, which elevates the recruitment of Australian Cricketers’ Association for 
contracting embargo has been lifted, Bash Leagues, Alistair Dobson, said the overseas players to a new level.“The Draft is working with us on building the Draft and 
meaning that teams are able to enter binding Draft has been designed to attract the best designed to attract the best available players, look forward to the event itself,” said 
discussions with Australian stars.available players, excite the fans and provide 

Former India captain Virat Kohli gave a 
"passionate team talk" ahead of the team's 
practice in Leicester. The Men in Blue are 
gearing up for the rescheduled fifth Test 
against England.As part of their preparation, 
Rohit Sharma-led India will play a warm-up 
match against English county team 
Leicestershire between June 23-26. Kohli 
was seen giving a pep talk to his teammates 
on the eve of the practice match.The fifth 
Test, which was postponed last year, between 
India and England will begin on July 1 in 
Birmingham. The BCCI and ECB had jointly 
postponed the Test after the outbreak of 
Covid-19. India are currently leading the Test 
series 2-1.Virat Kohli and Joe Root, who led 
India and England last year respectively, 
stepped down from the Test captaincy earlier 
this year. While Kohli relinquished the role 
after India lost the series against South 
Africa, Root quit the captaincy following the 
Ashes hammering in Australia and series 
defeat against West Indies.

Rohit Sharma and Ben Stokes will lead India 
and England respectively in the upcoming 
f i f th  Test  next  month.Meanwhile ,  
Cheteshwar Pujara, who was dropped for the 
home series against Sri Lanka, earned his 
ticket to the UK after regaining his form by 
scoring 720 runs for Sussex in England's 
County Championship. He registered two 
centuries and a double hundred in April-May 
this year.India Test squad: Rohit Sharma (c), 
KL Rahul (vc) Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, 
Shreyas Iyer, Hanuma Vihari, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Rishabh Pant (wk), KS Bharat (wk), 
Ravindra Jadeja, Ravichandran Ashwin, 
Shardul Thakur, Mohd Shami, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohd Siraj, Umesh Yadav, Prasidh 
Krishna.

'New Delhi Mohammed Shami has 
emerged as one of the fiercest 
bowlers for the Indian team over 
the years. The pacer used to blow 
hold and cold in the first-half of his 
career, but he has become far more 
consistent. Back in 2019 on this 
very day, he became only the 
second Indian bowler after Chetan 
Chauhan to pick up a hat-trick in 
the 50-over World Cup.

Shami accomplished the feat against 
Gulbadin Naib’s Afghanistan at the 
Rose Bowl in Southampton. The 
match went right down to the wire 
as the Afghans were well and truly 
in contention to secure a massive 
victory in the tournament.  
However, Shami delivered the 
goods in the last over and took 
India to an 11-run victory.

After being sked to chase down 225, 
Naib’s men were bowled out for 
2 1 3  i n  4 9 . 5  o v e r s .  Wi t h  

Afghanistan needing 16 runs to 
win off the last over, Mohammad 
Nabi drilled Shami through long on 
for a boundary. However, Shami 
didn’t lose his cool and made a 
stupendous comeback.

After bowling a dot on the second 
ball, he got rid of Nabi, who hit one 
straight down the throat of Hardik 
Pandya. Thereafter, Shami nailed 
two deadly yorkers and cleaned up 
Aftab Alam and Mujeeb Ur 
Rahman.Shami also became the 
fourth Indian bowler to pick up a 
hat-trick in ODIs after Chetan 
Chauhan, Kuldeep Yadav and 
Kapil Dev. Later in 2019, Kuldeep 
would go on to pick up India’s fifth 
ODI hat-trick.

Shami also joined Saqlain Mushtaq, 
Chaminda Vaas, Brett Lee, Lasith 
Malinga, Kemar Roach, Steven 
Finn and JP Duminy in the list of 
bowlers with hat-tricks in the 
World Cup

On this day: Mohammed 
Shami becomes the second 
Indian bowler with a hat-

trick in the World Cup

Rishabh Pant says Shubman Gill was furious after missing out 
on ton during 2021 Gabba Test: He was shouting

Virat Kohli's pep talk to 
teammates as India gear up for 
rescheduled 5th Test against 
England

Naomi Osaka and LeBron James 
launch new media company

'New Delhi Japanese tennis star Naomi Osaka 
is set to launch a brand new media company 
in partnership with LeBron James, a four-
time NBA champion. The former World No. 
1, on Tuesday, June 21, stated that the 
organization will aim at telling stories about 
cross cultural barriers.Hana Kuma, which 
translates to "flower bear," will put forth a 
number of stories that are "culturally 
specific but universal to all audiences" and 
already has quite a few projects, going by the 
Hollywood Reporter."What excites me is 
being able to inspire people and tell new 
stories, particularly ones that I would have 
wanted to see when I was a kid. I always 
wanted to kind of see someone like me," 
Osaka was quoted as saying to the New York 
Times.The 24-year-old Osaka has won four-
time Grand Slams in her career, but hasn’t 
had the best of times of late on the court.

If reports are to bebelieved, James and 
Maverick Carter's The SpringHill Company 
is set to serve as operations, financing, and 
producing partner for Hana Kuma.

The production company is the latest project 
by Osaka and her long-time agent, Stuart 
Duguid.The duo also has a sports agency 
named Evolve, and on Monday, June 20, 
they signed Australian tennis star Nick 
Kyrgios as the first member.Kyrgios 
embodies the types of athletes we want to 
work with at Evolve," Osaka was quoted as 
saying to Boardroom, a sports business 
website.”He's got an unmatched style, 
passion, and personality that is unlike any 
other in the sport. We have some big things 
in the pipeline for him that are very unique 
and pioneering," she added.

Pant was the Indian skipper for 
the series against South Africa
The 24-year-old failed to make 
an impact with the bat against 
the Proteas
Lal says that Pant can be a 
captaincy contender in two 
years

Fabio Vieira has scored seven 
goals and made 16 assists from 
39 appearances for Porto in all 
competitions last season. He has 
also represented Portugal at the 
Under-21 level.

BBL Draft will be the primary 
way for signing overseas stars
ZEach team will have one 
retention pick
ZRecruitment of  domestic 
players remain the same
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New Delhi. India registered a total of 12,249 new Covid-
19 cases in the last 24 hours, marking a 23.4% increase 
since yesterday. It brings the total caseload to 
4,33,31,645 and the active caseload to 81,687.The top 
five states which have registered maximum cases are 
Maharashtra with 3,659 cases, followed by Kerala with 
2,609 cases, Delhi with 1,383 cases, Karnataka with 
738 cases and Tamil Nadu with 737 cases.

Of the new cases, 74.5% were reported from these five 
states, with Maharashtra alone responsible for 29.87% 
of the new cases. A total of 13 deaths were reported in 
the country in the last 24 hours, increasing the total 
reported death count to 5,24,903.India's recovery rate 
now stands at 98.6%. A total of 9,862 patients 
recovered in the last 24 hours, which brings the total 
recoveries to 4,27,25,055 across the country.

India's active caseload stands at 81,687. In the last 24 
hours, active cases have increased by 2,374.

India administered a total of 12,28,291 doses in the last 
24 hours, bringing the total tally of doses administered 
to 1,96,45,99,906. A total of 3,10,623 samples were 
tested in the last 24 hours.

NEWS BOX

Maharashtra political crisis: Rebel MLAs 
raise slogans in support of Eknath Shinde

Centre accords ‘Z plus’ 
security cover to NDA 
presidential candidate 

Droupadi Murmu

Delhi police arrest gangster 
involved in 4 robberies and 

1 murder case

New Delhi. Centre on Wednesday accorded 
'Z plus' security cover of CRPF 
commandos to NDA presidential candidate 
Droupadi Murmu, officials said.‘Z +’ 
security cover is the second-highest level of 
security protection provided by the Central 
government.

The BJP-led NDA announced Droupadi 
Murmu as its Presidential candidate on 
Tuesday evening. Meanwhile, former 
Union Minister Yashwant Sinha was 
selected as the joint Opposition candidate 
for the upcoming presidential elections.

Born in the Santhal community, Droupadi 
Murmu began her political career as a 
councillor in Rairangpur Nagar Panchayat 
in 1997 and rose through the ranks to 
become a minister in the Odisha 
government in 2000 and later the Governor 
of Jharkhand in 2015.

A two-term former MLA from Rairangpur, 
Droupadi Murmu held on to her assembly 
seat in 2009 when the BJD had snapped ties 
with the BJP weeks ahead of the state 
elections which were swept by Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik.Droupadi Murmu 
also holds the distinction of becoming the 
first woman Governor of Jharkhand.

India logs 12,249 fresh Covid-19 cases, 13 
deaths; active infections rise to 81,687

New Delhi. Politician and Punjabi instead of a village road and the good network in Pakistan. Apart 
singer Sidhu Moose Wala could shooter could not follow the car and from this, Punjab's gangster Jaggu 
have been killed on May 27, two the plan failed,” Priyavat told the Bhagwanpuri also used to get drugs 
days before he was assassinated, police. Meanwhile, the police are from Pakistan. At least 40 pistols 
sources in the Special Cell of Delhi also investigating if the weapons ordered from Pakistan were caught. 
Police told India Today. used by the accused were received The Bishnoi gang has been ordering 

from Pakistan through drones and weapons from Pakistan, Madhya The main accused, Priyavrat Fauji, 
the weapons were not made in India. Pradesh, Munger, a network of who was the head of the 'Bolero 
“The kinds of weapons, grenade Bishnoi is also sitting in America, Module' of the gangster, told the 
launchers, hand grenades, electronic which transports weapons from police during interrogation.
de tona tors  and  r i f les  were  different borders to Punjab,” the Priyavrat said during interrogation 
recovered. These weapons were not police source said.that on May 27, Sidhu Moose Wala 
made in India”, said the sources of On May 29, singer-politician Sidhu had left his house in only one 
the Special Cell, adding that such Moose Wala was shot dead by vehicle. “On May 27, Sidhu had left 
weapons were found in Pakistan unidentified assailants in Punjab's alone in the car, after which the 
recently and it is suspected that these Mansa district. Sidhu Moose Wala shooters in the Bolero and Corolla 
weapons could also be part of the was shot dead a day after the state cars followed Sidhu. Sidhu had left 
same consignment.As per the government curtailed his security for court in connection with a case 
police, gangster Lawrence Bishnoi cover. His cousin and a friend, who and the shooter's car started chasing 
was receiving weapons from were travelling in a jeep with him, his car but Moose Wala's car started 
Pakistan. “Lawrence Bishnoi has a were also injured in the attack.moving fast on the main highway 

As per the police sources, an accused in the Sidhu Moose Wala murder case, Priyavrat Fauji, told the 
Special Cell of Delhi Police that the Punjabi singer could have been killed before May 29.

having a destabilising effect with New Delhi.India has said that incitement 
b r o a d e r  r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  to violence is the antithesis of peace, 
implications. “India continues to remain tolerance and harmony and the 
deeply concerned at the worsening legitimate exercise of the right to 
situation in Ukraine and reiterates its freedom of opinion and expression 
call for an immediate cessation of under a constitutional framework plays 
violence and an end to hostilities. We an important and positive role in 
support all diplomatic efforts to end the s t reng then ing  democracy  and  
conflict,” especially talks between combating intolerance.
Ukraine and Russia. “As we have said Speaking at the UN Security Council 
earlier, we endorse the call by the meeting on Ukraine ‘Incitement to 
Secretary-General for an independent violence leading to atrocity crimes’ on 
investigation into atrocities in Ukraine,” Tuesday, India’s Deputy Permanent 
he said. He noted that in the wake of the Representative Ambassador R. 
conflict, increasing fuel prices and Ravindra also said that undoubtedly 
shortage of food grains and fertilizers terrorism is the antithesis of all 
are having a disproportionate impact, in religions and cultures.
particular on developing countries.“We need to collectively combat both 

“In this context, it is necessary for all of us radicalisation and terrorism,'' he said. 
to adequately appreciate the importance He said the legitimate exercise of the 
of equity, affordability and accessibility right to freedom of opinion and 
when it comes to food grains. Open expression under a Constitutional 
markets must not become an argument framework plays an important and 
to perpetuate inequity and promote posit ive role in strengthening principles of democracy and pluralism discrimination should not be limited to a 

discrimination,” he said.democracy, promoting pluralism and provides an enabling environment for select few religions and communities, but 
He reiterated India’s commitment to combating intolerance. diverse communities to live together,” should encompass all those affected.” 

working constructively in mitigating the “Incitement to violence is the antithesis of Ravindra said. Expressing concern that the Ukraine 
adverse impact of the conflict on food peace, tolerance and harmony. India has conflict has impacted not just Europe, but The United Nations has the responsibility to 
security.always believed that a society based on the whole world, he said the conflict is ensure that countering hate speech and 

Incitement to violence is antithesis of 
peace, tolerance and harmony: India

At the UN Security Council meeting on Ukraine ‘Incitement to violence leading to atrocity crimes’, India said that 
incitement to violence is the antithesis of peace, tolerance and harmony.

Sidhu Moose Wala could be killed 
before May 29, accused tells police

New Delhi.A team of Delhi Police’s special cell 
on Tuesday arrested Shakti Singh whose name 
is involved in three robberies and one murder 
case. Police said Shakti Singh was an active 
member of the Vikas Dalal (now dead) and 
Manjeet Mahal gang.Police also recovered one 
pistol and four live cartridges from Shakti Singh 
at the time of his arrest.

INVESTIGATION DETAILS
According to the police, Shakti Singh committed 

several armed robberies with Vikas Dalal. This 
includes three petrol pump robberies and one 
car robbery. Shakti is also involved in an 
attempted murder case.In all the cases except 
for the car robbery, Shakti Singh and Vikas 
Dalal were captured on CCTV.

The car that was robbed in 2019 from Dwarka was 
used by Vikas Dalal in a shootout that happened 
at the Dwarka Mor metro station in Delhi. Vikas 
Dalal was killed in the incident.

After Vikas Dalal’s death, Shakti shifted his base 
from Haryana and Delhi to Rajasthan and began 
hiding and operating from there.

The police first received information that Shakti 
Singh was operating from Rajasthan under the 
instructions of Manjeet Mahal who is currently 
lodged in Tihar jail. After two months of 
investigation, the police found out on June 18 
that Shakti Singh had been sighted in Delhi’s 
Kapashera. The police then laid a trap and he 
was apprehended.

New Delhi.Around 40 MLAs of the Maharashtra 
cabinet raised slogans on Tuesday night when they 
were camped at a hotel in Surat, Gujarat, along with 
their leader, Maharashtra minister Eknath Shinde.

In the video, the rebel MLAs can be seen chanting, 
“Shinde sahaab tum aage badho hum tumahre saath 
hai. [Shinde sir, you go forward, we are together 
with you].”

The Maha Vikas Aghadi government was thrown into 
chaos when Shinde along with other MLAs went 
“incommunicado” after the Maharashtra MLC poll 
results were declared on Monday. Shinde claims 
that he enjoys the support of 40 MLAs. According 
to the Independent MLA and Minister of State 
Bacchu Kadu, more MLAs are set to join the rebel 
camp.

Meanwhile, all the MLAs along with Shinde reached 
Guwahati on Wednesday morning.

Delhi police on Tuesday arrested 
Shakti Singh, a gangster involved in 

four armed robberies and one 
attempted murder.

Mahila Congress prez 
spits at cops during ED 

protest

New Delhi.A video emerged on Tuesday 
showing All India Mahila Congress 
(AIMC) President Netta D'Souza spitting at 
police personnel during a protest against 
Rahul Gandhi’s Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) questioning.

In the video, Netta D’Souza can be seen 
arguing with the police while standing 
inside a bus. Moments before the bus door 
closes, she spits at the police.

CONGRESS PROTEST IN DELHI
The Congress party held a protest on Tuesday 

against the ED questioning of Rahul 
Gandhi and the government’s Agnipath 
scheme. The protest started at the All India 
Congress Committee (AICC) headquarters 
in Delhi. Police later detained 197 
protesters including 18 MPs, to maintain 
order in the area.

Delhi government 
makes changes in auto 

registration process
New Delhi.The Delhi Government issued an 

order on Tuesday to prevent the direct 
transfer of permits and vehicles to a new 
buyer in the case of default of loans. This 
was done in the light of various cases that 
emerged in connection to the procedure 
being followed for the transfer of auto 
rickshaws. The vehicles are often 
repossessed by financiers like banks and 
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) 
in the case of default of loans.These 
provisions were made under section 51 of 
the Motor Vehicle Act and Rule 61 of the 
Central Motor Vehicle Rules. In the case of 
loan defaults, the vehicle shall be 
transferred to the financier only under the 
production of relevant orders given by a 
court or an arbitrator.This reiterates the 
provision that a direct transfer of the vehicle 
and permit to another buyer is not legally 
permissible. The department has further 
clarified that the loan arrangement is only in 
respect of the vehicle and not the permit 
issued to the original owner. In case the 
registered owner is unable to produce any 
evidence to the contrary, the Registration 
Certificate (RC) of the original registered 
owner will be cancelled on default of loan 
and a fresh Registration Certificate (RC) 
shall be issued in the name of the financier. 
The permits issued against such vehicles 
shall be deemed to be surrendered to the 
Transport Department and such repossessed 
vehicles can be sold by the financier to the 
auction purchaser following due process 
and legalities. Even in such cases, the permit 
will not be transferred or deemed to be 
transferred in favour of the auction 
purchaser. The purchaser, who must be a 
resident of Delhi having an Aadhaar Card of 
Delhi address, possessing a valid LMV 
driving licence and a PSV badge, can then 
approach the department to get the vehicle 
transferred in their name. In addition to this, 
the purchaser must hold a valid LOI and 
valid permit issued for the auto-rickshaw 
(TSR) from the Transport Department but 
must not possess at present any auto-
rickshaw (TSR) in their name.

New Delhi, Thursday, 23 June, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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