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Rebel Sena MLA writes to Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray
says Shinde went against leadership for rights of party legislators

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Mumbai, June 23: Rebel Shiv Sena MLA
Sanjay Shirsat has written a letter to
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, claiming that state minister
Eknath Shinde took the step of going
against the party leadership as Sena MLAs,
who faced “humilitation” for the past two-
and-a-half years, persuaded him to do so.
Trouble mounts for Uddhav and MVA, 42
MLAs supporting Shinde appear in one
frame Shiv Sena ready to walk out of MVA
govt, says Raut; asks rebel MLAs to return
to Mumbai to discuss issue with CM
Shirsat, the MLA from Aurangabad (West),
in a letter dated June 22, claimed that
despite the Shiv Sena being in power and
having its own chief minister, the coterie
around Thackeray never allowed them
access to 'Varsha', the CM's official resi-
dence. There was no question of going to
'Mantralaya', the state secretariat, as the
chief minister never came there, he said.
The letter was posted by Shinde on his
Twitter handle, claiming these were the

sentiments of the Sena MLAs  Shinde is

currently camping with some rebel MLAs

in Assam's Guwahati, plunging the Sena-led

Maharashtra government into a crisis. In

the letter, Shirsat said Eknath Shinde
opened doors for the party MLAs
to hear their grievances, issues
about development work in their
constituencies and related fund,
and problems with allies Congress
and NCP. ''Only Shinde heard us
out and took steps to resolve all the
problems. The party MLAs per-
suaded Shinde to take this step (or
revolt) for the rights of all the legis-
lators," Shirsat said in the letter.
While the Shiv Sena legislators had
no access to the chief minister, the
Congress and NCP, which are the
"real opponents" of the Shiv Sena,
were getting all the attention, he
claimed. Shirsat said the party
MLAs were not allowed to accom-
pany Maharashtra cabinet minister
Aaditya Thackeray (the CM's son)
to Ayodhya (during his recent
visit). ''The Shiv Sena votes did not
split in the Rajya Sabha polls, then
why so much distrust in us for the

Legislative Council polls?" he asked.

New Haryana Vidhan Sabha building will be
disastrous for Chandigarh, says architects’ body

Naresh Malhotra

Chandigarh, June 23: The Indian
Institute of Architects (IIA), Chandigarh
Chapter has expressed grave concern over
the proposal to have a new building for
Haryana Vidhan Sabha in Chandigarh.
Senior functionaries of the IIA Chandigarh
Chapter have shot a letter to the Home
Minister, Chief Ministers of Haryana and
Punjab and the UT Administrator, stating
that the proposed building near the railway
station on IT Park Road in Chandigarh is a
clear violation of the city’s master plan and
any such move will be nothing but tinker-
ing with Chandigarh’s unique character. In
a press conference held at here today, SD
Singh, chairman, IIA Chandigarh Chapter
said that in the communication, it has
requested to consider several other
options. “The idea of making new Vidhan
Sabha will be against master plan of city
and it may invite huge criticism at
International level,” he said, citing similar
proposals like destroying green belt of

mango trees, and Tata Towers project, in
the past which led to their cancellation at

the PMO level, causing a lot of embarrass-
ment to the Chandigarh Administration.
Surinder Bahga, former Chairperson of

Chandigarh-Punjab Chapter said,
“Chandigarh is considered as one of the

best experiment in urban planning and
architecture in India after Independence.
Thousands of Indian and foreign architects

visit Chandigarh and its Capitol Complex
as tourists because of iconic landmark
buildings designed by legendary architect
Le Corbusier.” He added that the whole
world knows that Chandigarh’s master
plan is originally prepared by Swiss-born
French Architect Le Corbusier, which was
followed in letter and spirit by the then
Punjab government. Revised Chandigarh
Master Plan-2031 was prepared by
Chandigarh’s Urban Planning Department
and was approved by Chandigarh
Administration and Union Ministry of
Home, Government of India. “Le
Corbusier compared Chandigarh Plan with
a human body where Capitol Complex con-
sisting of Secretariat, High Court and
Assembly Hall is ‘Head’ of the human body.
If Haryana will add new Assembly Hall,
then Chandigarh will have two heads,” he
said. “The proposal of constructing sepa-
rate Vidhan Sabha within the boundary of
city at different location is complete viola-
tion of original Le Corbusier plan and
revised master plan of Chandigarh.

Delhi’s roads will soon be
durable and aesthetic: Sisodia

ST Correspondent

New Delhi :  23rd June: Continuing
his surprise inspections on the third day,
the Deputy Chief Minister Shri Manish
Sisodia visited the road stretch from
Vidhan Sabha to Chandagi Ram Akhara
on Thursday. During the inspection of
the road, he directed the concerned
PWD officials to not just focus on
strengthening the roads but also mak-
ing them aesthetically appealing and
beautiful.  During the visit the Deputy
Chief Minister, who holds the PWD
portfolio, spotted cracks at various spots
and directed the engineers to get it
repaired on time before it leads to any
inconvenience to the commuters. He
directed the officials to get the recarpet-
ting of roads done soon. Shri Sisodia
said that engineers on duty need to
ensure that markings on roads are
extremely important and must not go
invisible at any time of the year and field

officers should keep a check on this at

priority.  While speaking to the engi-
neers,  Sisodia said, “The Department
need not wait for a bigger project for

landscaping and maintaining greenery
around this road. All the
horticultural require-
ments of the road must
be fulfilled and main-
tained from time to time.”
Sisodia directed the offi-
cials that along with the
strengthening of the
road, new signage should
be installed on the road
visited today and proper
road marking should be
done keeping norms in
mind. Along with this, he
also instructed to plant
better varieties of plants
at the central verge and
maintain greenery on
either side of the road.
He added that road main-

tenance activities should not affect the
commuters on this route and should be
done at the time of less movement.

Sonia Gandhi writes to ED seeking postpone-
ment of appearance till complete recovery

Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, June 23: Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on Wednesday wrote
to the Enforcement Directorate seeking
postponement of her appearance
by a few weeks till she recovers
completely from Covid and a lung
infection. The Congress president
had been summoned by the
agency for questioning in a money
laundering case related to the
National Herald newspaper on
June 23. Since she has been strict-
ly advised rest at home following
her hospitalisation on account of
Covid and lung infection,
Congress President Smt. Sonia
Gandhi has written to ED today
seeking the postponement of her
appearance there by a few weeks
till she has recovered completely.
"Since she has been strictly advised rest
at home following her hospitalisation on

account of Covid and lung infection,
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi
has written to ED today seeking the post-
ponement of her appearance there by a
few weeks till she has recovered com-

pletely," Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said on Twitter. Congress

president Gandhi was discharged from
the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital here on
Monday evening and was advised rest at
home, the party said. She was admitted
to the hospital on June 12, days after she

tested positive for Covid-19 on June
2. Gandhi, 75, had earlier been
scheduled to appear before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
June 8 but had sought more time
from the probe agency in view of
her Covid infection. The agency has
issued a fresh summons to her for
appearance before it on June 23.
Her son and former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi has been questioned
by the ED for 50 hours over five
days in connection with the same
case. The Congress has accused
the Centre of targeting opposition
leaders by misusing investigative

agencies and has termed the entire
action "political vendetta".  

Courts expected to pass order
at earliest in matters involving

personal liberty: Supreme Court
New Delhi, June 23: The Supreme Court has said

that in a matter involving personal liberty, courts are
expected to pass orders at the earliest in one way or
the other taking into account the merits of the case.
The apex court, while hearing a petition against a June
2 order of the Delhi High Court, observed that posting
an application seeking anticipatory bail after two
months cannot be appreciated. A vacation bench of
Justices C T Ravikumar and Sudhanshu Dhulia noted
that the petitioner's grievance is that his application for
anticipatory bail moved before the high court was post-

ed for August 31 without granting any interim protec-
tion.  “We are of the considered view that in a matter
involving personal liberty, the court is expected to pass
orders in one way or other taking into account the mer-
its of the matter at the earliest. At any rate, posting an
application for anticipatory bail after a couple of
months cannot be appreciated,” the bench said in its
order passed on June 20. The top court, which noted
that the application was moved on May 24, requested
the high court to dispose of the plea for anticipatory
bail on its own merits and in accordance with law expe-
ditiously, preferably within three weeks after re-open-
ing of the court.  “If the main application could not be
disposed of, for any reason, within the stipulated time,
relief sought for in the interlocutory application shall
be considered on its own merits. Till such time, we
grant interim protection from arrest to the petitioner
herein,” the bench said, while disposing of the petition.
India adds 12,249 coronavirus infections,
13 deaths; active cases up by over 2,300

New Delhi, June 22: India reported 12,249 new
coronavirus infections and 13 deaths, while active
cases went up by over 2,300 in a 24-hour span, accord-
ing to the Union Health Ministry data updated on
Wednesday. The latest updates pushed the country’s
overall covid numbers to 4,33,31,645 cases, 5,24,903
deaths and 81,687 active cases, the data released at
8am showed. The number of active cases rose by 2,374
from Tuesday to stand at 81,687, and now constituted
0.19 per cent of the total infections, the ministry said.
The country's covid-19 recovery rate was recorded at
98.6 per cent as the number of people who have recu-
perated from the disease increased to 4,27,25,055. The
case fatality rate was recorded at 1.21 per cent.
According to the ministry, 196.45 crore doses of covid
vaccine have been administered in the country so far.

Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya to chair crucial meeting

with experts on rising covid-19 cases
New Delhi, June 23: Union Health Minister

Mansukh Mandaviya will on Thursday chair a high-
level review meeting with the core team of experts
over increasing cases of covid-19 in the country, offi-
cial sources said. India has been witnessing an
increase in coronavirus infections over the last couple
of weeks. As on date, 10 states - Maharashtra, Kerala,
Delhi, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, West Bengal and Gujarat - have
over 1,000 active cases. India saw a single-day rise of
13,313 new coronavirus infections, taking the infection
tally to 4,33,44,958, while the active cases have
increased to 83,990, according to the Union health min-
istry data updated on Thursday. The death toll has
climbed to 5,24,941 with 38 new fatalities, the data
updated at 8 am stated. In a review meeting of
INSACOG held last week, states/UTs were asked to
submit "larger number" of samples for whole genome
sequencing from districts and areas which have seen a
surge in covid-19 cases over a period of seven days.
The direction was issued to check the possibility of any
new emerging variant or sub-variant and ascertain the
reasons behind the breakthrough infections, sources
had said.

Farmers’ movement to be
intensified in Himachal, says
farmer leader Rakesh Tikait

Mandi, June 23: Farmer leader Rakesh Tikait
said movement of farmers will be intensified in
Himachal Pradesh to protect their rights.
Addressing the
media here today,
Tikait said in view of
the promotion of
tourism in
Himachal, the state
government was
focusing on expand-
ing railway network,
national highways
and airports. “For
this, agricultural
land of farmers is being acquired for these devel-
opment projects. However, farmers are struggling
to get fair compensation for giving their land for
these development projects,” he said. “The four-
lane highway affected farmers of the state have
been demanding four times high compensation for
their land as per present market rates. But till now
government is reluctant to provide them fair com-
pensation,” he added. “Our fight will continue to
protect the rights of farmers in Himachal as well as
across the country. Efforts would be made to unite
farmers over burning issues related to farmers,”
he added. He said soon a draft related to demands
of farmers would be submitted to the state govern-
ment for further action.

PM Modi exhorts exporters to
set long-term export targets
New Delhi, June 23: Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Thursday appealed to
exporters and the industry to fix long-term
export targets for themselves and suggest
ways to the government to achieve those
goals. Inaugurating the new Vanijya Bhawan
here, he said the exports play a critical role
in the transition of a country from develop-
ing to developed status. During the last fis-
cal year, the Prime Minister said, despite the
historic global disruptions, India's exports
stood at a total (goods and services) of USD
670 billion (Rs 50 lakh crore). He added that
India's merchandise exports in 2021-22
crossed USD 418 billion (Rs 31 lakh crore),
as against the target of USD 400 billion (Rs
30 lakh crore). "Encouraged by this success
of the past years, we have now increased our
export targets and have doubled our efforts
to achieve them. Collective effort of every-
one is very necessary to achieve these new
goals…Industry, exporters and export pro-
motion councils are here. I will urge them to
set not only short-term but also long-term
export targets for themselves," he said. He
said that the new Bhawan would significant-
ly benefit people associated with trade, com-
merce and the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector. 

NDA's Presidential candidate
Droupadi Murmu calls on PM

Modi, he will be her first proposer
New Delhi, June 23: Droupadi Murmu,

NDA’s presidential candidate, on Thursday
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who will
be the first proposer tomorrow when she files
her nomination papers for the July 19 presi-
dential election. Murmu, 64, arrives in Delhi to
a rousing welcome by BJP leaders and work-
ers at the Delhi airport with union tribal affairs
minister Arjun Munda present to greet her.
Ecstatic voices filled the air as Murmu was
showered with rose petals and literally
mobbed by leaders elated her her nomination.
Top sources said PM Modi will be the first pro-
poser for Murmu tomorrow. The BJP is ready-
ing a set of four nomination papers with the
BJD accepting to sign one. The BJD support
to Murmu has spurred the NDA past the half
way mark in the electoral college for the pres-
idential election which consists of 10,86,431
votes. The BJP as of today is at 52 pc votes in
this college with Murmu set to become India’s
first tribal president, the first president to be
born post independence and the youngest.
BJD chief and Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik
today said BJP chief JP Nadda had called him
about backing Murmu’s nomination.



THE SIKH TIMES2 DELHI NCRNew Delhi, Friday, 24 June, 2022

Edited, Printed, Published 
Owned by Simmi Babbar
N - 31, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar 

Delhi-110009 
Printed at Qaumi Patrika Printing

Press, A-4/A-144, Tronica City
(Loni), Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Corporate Office:  
5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, 
Press Area, ITO, New Delhi 

Editor-in-Chief 
Gurcharan Singh Babbar

Mob : 9654077232, 9971359517
Website : www.thesikhtimes.in

Email : sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

Legal Advisors:
Advocate Mohd. Sajid

Advocate Dr. A.P.Singh
Advocate Manish Sharma
Advocate Pooja Bhaskar Sharma

THE SIKH TIMES

RNI No. DELENG/2008/25465



THE SIKH TIMES3 STATENew Delhi, Friday, 24 June, 2022

Indian Army comes out with terms, conditions for Agnipath scheme
New Delhi. The Indian Army on Sunday released terms and conditions and related details for prospective applicants wanting to join

the force under the Agnipath military recruitment scheme.The Army said 'Agniveers' would form a distinct rank in the Indian Army
that would be different from any other existing ranks and they can be posted to any regiment and unit. It said 'Agniveers' will be barred
from disclosing classified information gained during the four-year service period to any unauthorised person or source under the
Official Secrets Act, 1923. "With the introduction of this scheme, the enrolment of soldiers in the regular cadre of the Indian Army,
except technical cadres of the medical branch, will be available only to personnel who have completed their engagement period as
Agniveer," the Army said.It said the release of an Agniveer at his own request prior to completion of terms of engagement is not per-
mitted. "However, in most exceptional cases, personnel enrolled under this scheme may be released if sanctioned by the competent
authority," it said. The Agnipath scheme, announced on June 14, provides for the recruitment of youths between the age bracket of 17-
and-half years to 21 for only four years with a provision to retain 25 per cent of them for 15 more years. Later the government extend-
ed the upper age limit to 23 years for recruitment in 2022. The personnel to be recruited under the new scheme will be known as
'Agniveers'. The Army said the new recruits will be subjected to the provisions of the Army Act, 1950 and will be liable to go wherever
ordered by land, sea or air. The Army said a "distinctive insignia" will be worn by the 'Agniveers' on their uniform during their service
period and that detailed instructions on it will be issued separately. The Army said that based on organisational requirements and poli-
cies, 'Agniveers', on completion of their engagement period in each batch, will be offered an opportunity to apply for enrolment in the
regular cadre. "These applications will be considered in a centralised manner by the Army based on objective criteria including per-
formance during their engagement period and not more than 25 per cent of each specific batch of Agniveers will be enrolled in regu-
lar cadre post completion of their four-year engagement period," according to the document released by the Army.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large are hereby
informed that my client Smt.
Puneeta W/o Sh. Akhilesh Singh
R/o Plot No. 66, F/F, Block-A, Gali
No. 10, Om Vihar, Phase-5,
Uttam Nagar, DK Mohan Garden
Delhi-110059; Purchasing a
Property from Mrs. Pooja
Sharma vide ATS dt. 01.04.2022,
Along with taking a Loan from
India Shelter Home Finance
Corporation Limited, against
property i.e. Residential Property
Bearing No. WZ 54, Area meas-
uring 50 sq. yds., Out of Khasra
No. 67/18, Situated in the Area of
Village Hastsal Colony Known as
Om Vihar, Phase-IV, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi, being the
owner of said Property by virtue
of Gift Deed dated 31.12.2021
executed by Mr. Rajan Kumar in
favour of Mrs. Pooja Sharma duly
regd. as Doc no. 28328, Vol. No.
7072, on Page 87-93, in S.R-II B,
New Delhi; hereinafter referred to
as “  the said property “ submitted
the Original Papers regarding this
property with India Shelter Home
Finance Corporation Limited, And
Original Property Papers i.e. 1.
GPA with Consideration (Regd.),
ATS & Will dated 15.12.2005
executed by Mrs. Krishna in
favour of Mr. Sushil Sharma and
Mr. Surender Sharma, 2. GPA
(Notarized), ATS (Notarized), Will
dated 08.05.2010 executed by
Mr. Sushil Sharma and Mr.
Surender Sharma in favour of Mr.
Umesh Jain, 3. Will (Notarized)
dated 08.05.2010 executed by
Mr. Surender Sharma in favour of
Mr. Umesh Jain, And 4. Will
(Notarized) dated 08.05.2010
executed by Mr. Sushil Sharma in
favour of Mr. Umesh Jain; has
been lost somewhere by my
client along with Filed e-FIR vide
Application/LR No. 524026/2022
at Delhi Police Shanti Sewa
Nyaya, Lost Property Record on
dt. 23.06.2022 and is not trace-
able, If any Person Found the
same, Kindly return it at the
address mentioned below, The
Original Papers regarding this
property and Any person, who
has got, rights, interest, title,
claim, encumbrances, charges of
any nature whatsoever in respect
of the above said Property or any
part thereof, can send their objec-
tions with their documentary evi-
dence at below address within 7
days from the date of publication
of this notice, failing which, it shall
be presumed that the said
Property in entirely is free from all
such claims, interest, charges,
encumbrances etc.

Sahil Virmani 
(ADVOCATE)

Address G-721
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
8929535407, 9643394303

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC IN
GENERAL: my client TARIKH
ALI S/O BABU KHAN R/O
PLOT NO. C-299, C-305, KH.
NO. 564, BLOCK-A, RAJEEV
NAGAR EXTN, BHALSWA
DAIRY, DELHI-110042, have
severed his all relation to his son
TASLIM and have disowned
him from all his movable and
immovable property because of
his disobedience. My client will
not be responsible for any act
done by him in any manner.

HARISH CHAUDHARY
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO-605, 
LAWYERS CHAMBER BUILDING, 

ROHINI
COURT, DELHI-110085.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Before the Central Government
Registrar of Companies, Delhi
In the matter of sub-section (3)
of Section 13 of Limited Liability
Partnership Act, 2008 and rule
17 of the Limited Liability
Partnership Rules, 2009 In the
matter of the Limited Liability
Partnership Act, 2008, Section
13 (3) AND In the matter of Yeva
Entertainment LLP having its
registered office at 1202-B,
DMALL, Netaji Subash Place,
Pitampura, New Delhi- 110034,
Petitioner Notice is hereby given
to the General Public that the
LLP proposes to make a petition
to Registrar of Companies,
Delhi under section 13 (3) of the
Limited Liability Partnership Act,
2008 seeking permission to
change its Registered office
from the state of "New Delhi" to
the state of "Rajasthan". Any
person whose interest is likely to
be affected by the proposed
change of the registered office
of the LLP may deliver or cause
to be delivered or send by
Registered post of his/her objec-
tions supported by an affidavit
stating the nature of his/her
interest and grounds of opposi-
tion supported by an affidavit to
the Registrar of Companies,
Delhi, within 21( twenty one)
days from the date of publication
of this notice with a copy to the
petitioner LLP at its registered
office at the address mentioned
above. For and on behalf of
Yeva Entertainment LLP

Sd/
Anand Kumar Mittal.
(Designated Partner)

1202-B, DMALL,
Netaji Subash Place,

Pitampura, New Delhi- 110034

NAME CHANGE
I, Aziz Fatma Jafri w/o Imtiyaz
Hussain Jafri R/o H. No.96-C,
4th Floor, Right Side, Gali
No.14, Zakir Nagar, Jamia
Nagar, New Delhi-110025,
have changed my name to
Aziz Fatima Jafri for all future
purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMARI KAMAL KANWAR
W/o JC-472350W SUB
GANGA SINGH R/o VPO-
BALU SINGH KI DHANI,
TEH-POKARAN, DISTT-
JAISALMER, RAJASTHAN-
345024, have changed my
name from KUMARI KAMAL
KANWAR to KAMAL KAN-
WAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 23/06/2022
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I , Anju sharma W/o Shashi
Kant R/o Yamuna Vihar Delhi-
110053. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known As Anju.

NAME CHANGE
I, BABITA DAHIYA W/o NO-
798990-F SGT MANPAL
SINGH DAHIYA R/o DAHIYA
NIWAS, H NO-103, GALI NO-
1, VILL-WAZIRABAD, DELHI-
110084, have changed my
name from BABITADAHIYA to
BABITASOLANKI for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated
23/06/2022 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-18019687Y NK
NAWRAJ S/O CHANAN
SINGH R/O VILL-GHARYALI
DASSU WALIA DI, PO-
GHARYALA, TEH-PATTI,
DIST-TARN TARAN, PUN-
JAB-143416, have changed
my name from NAWRAJ to
NAWRAJ SINGH for all future
purposes.

Date of Birth Change
I, Shalini D/o Sh. Raj Kumar
R/o A-49, F/F, Gali No.04,
Pratap Nagar, Mayur Vihar,
Phase-1, East Delhi, Delhi
110091 declare That my date
of birth has been wrongly
mentioned in my 10th Pass
Marksheet, Bearing No.
001228 as 03.02.1990 instead
of 30.01.1994. That my actual
and correct date of birth is
30.01.1994.

NAME CHANGE
I, NALNI W/O RAJESH
SINGH BHANDARI residing at
H NO-206, GALI NO-6,
AMBEDKAR BHAWAN,
MANDAWALI, FAZALPUR,
DELHI-110092 have changed
my name to NALINI BHAN-
DARI for all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Paras S/O Manjeet Singh
R/O E-42 phase-5,om vihar
uttam nagar West Delhi -
110059 have changed my
name from Paras to Paras
Talwar for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ching Sueru W/O Dominic
Pius Dsouza. R/O PKT. A-
2/18C, Keshav Puram, Delhi-
110035 have changed my
name from Ching Sueru to
Ching Mejares Dsouza For all
future purpose.
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Sri Lanka's economy has 'completely collapsed': Wickremesinghe

Seoul North Korean leader Kim Jong Un continued 
to preside over the second day of the nation's major 
party meeting on its military and defence policies 
on Wednesday, the state media reported on 
Thursday, amid concerns over a potential 
imminent nuclear test.At the meeting, the party 
discussed adding operation duties of the frontline 
units, modifying operation plans and restructuring 
key military organisational formations, Korea 
Central News Agency (KCNA) said, adding Kim 
stressed the importance of efforts to enhance the 
operational capabilities of the frontline units.The 
meeting is being closely watched as it could 
provide clues on the timing of a nuclear test, which 
the North is seen to have been preparing for weeks. 
South Korean officials have said the test can come 

"at any time" and that the timing would be decided 
by Kim.But an official at South Korea's 
presidential office on Wednesday said he thought 
North Korea could be delaying what would be its 
seventh nuclear test in consideration of China's 
political calendar and the nation's COVID-19 
situation.Kim Jong Un on Tuesday presided over 
the military meeting, which KCNA reported would 
discuss major tasks to further enhance the function 
and role of the military commissions at all levels as 
well as the military policy line and key defence 
policies of the party.Last year, Kim laid out 
military development plans that included smaller 
nuclear bombs, hypersonic missiles, spy satellites, 
and drones.In April, he called on the country's 
military to "bolster up their strength in every way 
to annihilate the enemy", and has tested an 
unprecedented number of ballistic missiles this 
year, including massive intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs), new hypersonic missiles, and a 
short-range missile potentially designed for 
tactical nuclear weapons.Meanwhile, North Korea 
has recently reported an outbreak of an 
unidentified intestinal epidemic in its farming 
region, which has been adding further strain on the 
isolated economy, already battling chronic food 
shortages and a wave of COVID-19 infections.

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un 
oversees military meeting 
amid potential nuclear test

NEWS BOX 

Taliban seek help after deadly earthquake kills 1,000 in Afghanistan
(27 miles) from the southeastern city of Kabul The death toll from an earthquake in 
Khost, near the border with Pakistan, the Afghanistan on Wednesday hit 1,000, disaster 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) said.management officials said, with more than 

600 injured and the toll expected to grow as Shaking was felt by about 119 million people 
information trickles in from remote mountain in Pakistan, Afghanistan and India, the 
villages. A foreign ministry spokesman said European-Mediterranean Seismological 
the Taliban would welcome international Centre (EMSC) said on Twitter, but there 
help. were no immediate reports of damage or 

casualties in Pakistan.The EMSC put the Houses were reduced to rubble and bodies 
earthquake's magnitude at 6.1, though the swathed in blankets lay on the ground after 
USGC said it was 5.9.Disaster experts and the magnitude 6.1 earthquake, photographs 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  w o r k e r s  s a i d  t h e  on Afghan media showed.An unknown United Nations' disaster risk reduction office 

impoverished hilly areas struck by the quake number of people remained stuck under rubble said efforts to provide relief and save people 
were especially vulnerable, with landslides and in outlying areas, health and aid workers trapped under rubble would face huge 
and poorly built houses adding to widespread said, and rescue operations were complicated challenges due to the terrain and weather."The 
destruction."We were all sleeping at home... by difficult conditions including heavy rains, roads are poor even at the best of times so 
and the room fell over us," said Gul Faraz as he landslides and many villages being nestled in having a humanitarian operation put in place is 
received treatment for injuries with his wife inaccessible hillside areas."Many people are going to be immediately challenged by the 
and children at a hospital in Paktika. Some still buried under the soil. The rescue teams of lack of easy access to the area," she said, 
family members had been killed, he said."All the Islamic Emirate have arrived and with the adding that rain combined with the tremor 
the houses in our area were destroyed, not one, help of local people are trying to take out the created a further risk of landslides for 
but the entire region has been destroyed."dead and injured," a health worker at a hospital humanitarian workers.The UN humanitarian 

in the hard-hit Paktika province said, asking Most of the confirmed deaths were in the eastern office said it was deploying medical health 
for anonymity as he was not authorised to province of Paktika, where 255 people were teams and providing medical supplies.Interior 
speak to media.Mounting a rescue operation killed and more than 200 injured, Ayubi said. ministry official Salahuddin Ayubi said the 
will prove a major test for the hard-line In the province of Khost, 25 were dead and 90 death toll was likely to rise "as some of the 
Islamist Taliban authorities, who took over the had been taken to hospital.Adding to the villages are in remote areas in the mountains 
country last August after two decades of war challenge for Afghan authorities is recent and it will take some time to collect details."
and have been cut off from much international flooding in many regions, which has blocked DEADLIEST QUAKE IN 20 YEARS
assistance because of sanctions. The Taliban- stretches of highway.Afghanistan is also 

Wednesday's quake was the deadliest in 
led ministry of defence is leading rescue grappling with a severe economic crisis.

Afghanistan since 2002. It struck about 44 km 
efforts.Loretta Hieber Girardet from the 

Colombo  Sri Lanka's economy has out on this opportunity. We are now seeing announced in April that it is suspending nearly 
"completely collapsed" and it is facing a far signs of a possible fall into the very bottom. USD 7 billion foreign debt repayment due for 
more serious situation beyond the mere However, we must come out of this situation. this year out of about USD 25 billion due 
shortages of fuel, gas, electricity and food, If not, we will be unable to seek solutions to through 2026. Sri Lanka's total foreign debt 
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe any other issue in the country," he said."We are stands at USD 51 billion.The foreign currency 
warned on Wednesday, underscoring the now facing a far more serious situation beyond crisis has crimped imports, creating severe 
urgency of arriving at an early agreement with the mere shortages of fuel, gas, electricity and shortages of food, fuel, electricity and other 
the IMF to obtain an additional credit facility. food. Our economy has faced a complete essentials like medicines, forcing people to 

collapse. That is the most serious issue before stand in long lines to fulfill basic needs.The Sri Lanka has been facing the worst economic 
us today. These issues can only be resolved Indian credit lines since January this year have crisis since independence in 1948 which has 
through the reviving of the Sri Lankan provided a lifeline to Sri Lanka amidst prompted an acute shortage of essential items 
economy. In order to do this, we must first growing public dissent over the worsening like food, medicine, cooking gas and fuel 
resolve the foreign reserves crisis faced by us," economic conditions.But Wickremesinghe across the island nation.Giving an update to 
he said.For Sri Lanka, the Prime Minister said, said India would not be able to keep Sri Lanka Parliament on the government’s mitigation 
the only safe option now is to hold discussions afloat for too long."We have taken loans measures taken so far, Wickremesinghe, also 
with the International Monetary Fund. “In amounting to USD 4 billion under the Indian the finance minister, said, it is no easy task to 
fact, this is our only option. We must take this credit line. We have requested more loan revive a country with a "completely collapsed" 
path. Our aim is to hold discussions with the assistance from our Indian counterparts. But economy, especially one that is dangerously 
IMF and arrive at an agreement to obtain an even India will not be able to continuously low on foreign reserves."If steps had at least 
additional credit facility."The nearly-bankrupt support us in this manner. Even their been taken to slow down the collapse of the 
country, with an acute foreign currency crisis assistance has its limits. On the other hand, we economy at the beginning, we would not be 
that resulted in foreign debt default, had too must have a plan to repay these loans.facing this difficult situation today. But we lost 

Ukrainian 
photographer 
‘executed in cold 
blood’ by Russian 
troops: Report

40 killed in Bangladesh flood, PM Hasina visits affected areas
(BWDB), the Surma was flowing at 1.43 
cm above the danger level in Sylhet’s 
Kanaighat area on Tuesday evening. The 
water level in Surma was 10 cm in Sylhet, 
1.3 cm in Amalshid and 0.35 cm in 
Sheola.Sayed Ahmad Chowdhury, a 
senior meteorologist at the Sylhet 
Meteorological Office, said the rainfall in 
Sylhet has come down a lot. After a week 
of continuous rains and landslides, floods 
have occurred all over Chhatak in 
Sunamganj.Hundreds of acres of boro 
crops planted on high ground have been 
submerged in the flood waters. The water 
level in all the rivers including Surma, Dhaka The Bangladesh administration on 
Piyain and Chela, continued to rise till Wednesday announced that at least 40 people 
Tuesday morning.have been killed so far in the floods. Prime 

All crusher mills in Chhatak town are Minister Sheikh Hasina also visited the flood-
closed. Cargo loading and unloading on hit areas on Tuesday.Officials said the flood 
the river has been stopped. Hundreds of situation is dire in Sylhet and Sunamganj 
workers have been unemployed for a districts, while it remained unchanged in the 
week. 90 percent of the houses in the northeastern districts. The Surma, the main 
entire Sunamganj town are still river of Sylhet division, is still flowing over the 
submerged under the water. Traffic is danger line. The flood water is flooding the 
closed on the main roads of Sunamganj suburbs there.
and Chhatak municipal areas.The main The Surma’s water now flows into the town affected areas of Sylhet, Sunamganj, Netrokona people affected by the floods, the prime roads in isolated areas of Chhatak, Tahirpur, through various drains. The water has flooded and adjoining areas on Tuesday. Hasina said the min is te r  sa id ,  "Everyone  f rom the  Dowarabazar and Bishwamvarpur upazilas are several homes and road communication in people of the country have always had to deal administration has worked at the risk of their still flooded. There is no alternative means of several areas has been cut off. Two lakh people with natural calamities and will continue to do lives. In many places, when no one could reach, transportation to these upazilas except by boat. are trapped in the flood water in two districts.A so while emphasising building regional our leaders got there and sent pictures to me. I All educational institutions are closed due to total of 40 people, including three in Rangpur infrastructure.The prime minister talked about would immediately send the picture to the army flood water.In several areas, the rivers were division, 15 in Mymensingh division and 22 in building elevated roads which could be chief so he can send rescue teams to wherever flowing above the danger level.Sylhet division, were killed in the floods from accessible even during floods and disasters. She they can go.”She thanked the party leaders and The flood situation in Sylhet city has been June 16 to June 21. also said that dredging measures would be taken workers and said the relief work would have worsening since last Wednesday due to heavy PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT to maintain the depth of the rivers.Praising the been harder without their help.According to the rains. As a result, the residents of the city have Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited the flood role of party leaders and workers in helping the Bangladesh Water Development Board fled their homes to stay in other areas.

Media baron Rupert Murdoch, 91, set to divorce wife Jerry Hall: Report
News and the Wall Street Journal.Before the 
wedding, a friend of the couple told the 
Guardian: “They are very sweet together, in a 
little couple bubble. They act like a married 
couple already, talking over each other, holding 
hands.She puts her feet up on his legs, they 
disagree on things like any married couple. She 
hates Trump, he understands Trump, it’s been 
like that from the beginning.”

The split with Hall, the paper said, may yet 
“reverberate throughout [Murdoch’s] business 
empire, which maintains powerful sway in 
America and abroad through its right-leaning 
news brands including the the Sun in Britain WORLD.Billionaire Rupert Murdoch and 
and Sky News in Australia”.actress Jerry Hall are getting a divorce, the New 

The billionaire, whose net worth Forbes estimates York Times reported on Wednesday, citing two 
at $17.7 billion, built a sprawling media empire people familiar with the matter.Murdoch got 
with assets around the globe. He sold the Fox married to Hall in a low-key ceremony in 
film and television studios and other central London in March 2016. The Fox Corp 
entertainment assets to Walt Disney Co (DIS.N) (FOXA.O) chairman and his former 
in a $71.3 billion deal that closed in March supermodel wife were frequent fodder for the 
2019.Murdoch previously was married to tabloids, which chronicled their marriage at 
entrepreneur Wendi Deng, whom he divorced Spencer House and the festivities surrounding 
in 2014 after 14 years of marriage. They have (NWSA.O) publisher of the Wall Street Journal, representative for Hall, who is 65, did not the elder Murdoch's 90th birthday celebration 
two daughters. He split from his second wife, according to the report.The 91-year-old immediately respond to a request for comment. last year at Tavern on the Green in New York 
Anna Murdoch Mann, a Scottish journalist with Murdoch controls News Corp and Fox Corp The Times said people close to Murdoch were City.
whom he had three children, in 1999. He and his through a Reno, Nevada-based family trust that “surprised” to hear of the end of a marriage, Murdoch's divorce, his fourth, is unlikely to alter 
first wife, Patricia Booker, a former flight holds roughly a 40% stake in voting shares of which had allowed Lachlan Murdoch, Rupert’s the ownership structure of businesses he holds 
attendant with whom he had a daughter, each company.Bryce Tom, a spokesperson for oldest son, to take a more prominent role stakes in, which include Fox Corp, the parent 
divorced in 1966.Murdoch ,  dec l ined  to  comment .  A running properties including, in the US, Fox company of Fox News Channel, and News Corp 

Paris Ukrainian photographer 
Maksim Levin was "executed in 
cold blood" alongside his friend 
Oleksiy Chernyshov by Russian 
forces north of Kyiv on March 13, 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
said in a 16-page report on 
Wednesday."The evidence against 
t h e  R u s s i a n  f o r c e s  i s  
overwhelming," the press freedom 
group said in an introduction to the 
report on its website.

Reuters could not independently 
verify the report's conclusions. 
Russia’s defence ministry did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment.Born in 1981, Levin 
was a documentary filmmaker and 
had occasionally contributed to 
Reuters coverage of the country 
since 2013. He went missing on 
March 13, the day RSF says he was 
executed.John Pullman, Reuters 
global managing editor for visuals, 
said of Levin in April: "His death is 
a huge loss to the world of 
journalism. Our thoughts are with 
his family at this difficult time."

RSF said it examined evidence at the 
scene which included bullets and 
Levin's burnt-out car, as well as 
photos taken of Levin and 
Chernyshov's bodies when they 
were discovered on April 1.The 
report said the position of 
Chernyshov's body and other 
evidence indicated he may have 
been burned alive and Levin was 
likely killed by one or two gunshots 
from close range. It said a photo of 
his corpse showed three visible 
bullet impacts.RSF gathered 
evidence from May 24 to June 3.

Ukrainian prosecutors say Levin was 
killed by two shots from small arms 
by members of Russia’s armed 
forces. Reuters was unable to 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  v e r i f y  t h i s  
information.

Rupert Murdoch's split with Jerry 
Hall, the paper said, may yet 
“reverberate throughout 
[Murdoch’s] business empire, 
which maintains powerful sway in 
America and abroad through its 
right-leaning news brands.

Bangladesh has so far 
reported 40 deaths as a 
result of the flood. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
visited the flood-affected 
areas on Tuesday.

Washington A 25-year-old man of 
Indian-origin, who was found 
injured inside a Sports Utility 
Vehicle after sustaining an 
apparent gunshot wound to his 
head has died, according to 
authorities in the US state of 
Maryland.

The person identified as Sai Charan 
Nakka, 25, was found injured with 
an apparent gunshot wound inside 
a silver Hyundai Tucson SUV, 
news portal wmar2news.com 
reported on Monday.About 4:30 
am on Monday,  Maryland 
Transportation Authority Police 
were summoned to a single-
vehicle crash on southbound 
Interstate 95 near the Caton 
Av e n u e  e x i t . N a k k a  w a s  
immediately rushed to the 
University of Maryland R. Adams 
Cowley Shock Trauma Centre, 
where he was pronounced dead a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  t h e  r e p o r t  
said.Baltimore police have 
launched a homicide investigation 
following Nakka’s death, it 
added.Additional details about the 
incident were not immediately 
clear.Gun violence is a leading 
cause of premature death in the US.

Guns kill more than 38,000 people 
and cause nearly 85,000 injuries 
each year, according to the 
A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
Association.

Indian-origin man in 
US found injured 
inside SUV, 
pronounced dead

Havana: Cuban courts issued 
prison terms -- some up to 18 years 
-- for another 74 people involved 
in last summer's unprecedented 
anti-government protests, officials 
said Wednesday.

Judicial authorities in Havana, 
S a n t i a g o  a n d  M a t a n z a s  
announced sentences for 74 
defendants accused of sedition, 
public disorder, and other crimes 
related to the protests. Two 
defendants were acquitted.Of 
those who were sentenced, 56 got 
between 10 and 18 years behind 
bars, while the other 18 -- 
including 12 teenagers -- had their 
s e n t e n c e s  c o m m u t e d  t o  
"correctional labor."

Those convicted "attacked the 
constitutional order and stability 
of our socialist state," the 
prosecutor's office said.

Mass protests broke out across Cuba 
on July 11 and 12 last year, with 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s  d e m a n d i n g  
freedom amid economic strife, 
shortages of food and medicine, 
and growing anger at the 
government. They were the 
biggest protests in Cuba since the 
1959 revolution.

74 Anti-Government 
Protesters In Cuba 
Sentenced To Up To 
18 Years
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Guwahati. The flood situation in Assam CM VISITS NAGAON
remained grim on Wednesday as 12 more Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma also 
people, including four children, were killed travelled to Nagaon, by train, to review the 
in the last 24 hours. With these deaths, the situation. He visited the different flood-hit 
toll in this year's flood and landslides rose to areas in a boat and interacted with the people 
100.While four deaths were reported from who have taken shelter at the relief camps in 
Hojai district, two people lost their lives in Kampur College and Raha Higher 
Kamrup, and three each were killed in Secondary School.
Barpeta and Nalbari. Over 54.7 lakh people He also interacted with flood-affected people 
have been affected in 4,941 villages across taking shelter at the Chaparmukh railway 
32 districts. station. Sarma met the flood-affected 

A total of 845 relief camps and 1025 relief families at makeshift relief camps along the 
distribution centres have been set up by the national highway in Nellie in Morigaon 
district administrations in the affected district and assured them of all possible help. 
districts where over 2.71 lakh people are The chief minister is likely to visit Silchar in 
taking shelter. Cachar on Thursday to take stock of the 

Fire and emergency services personnel swung situation.Union Shipping Minister 
into action as the flood situation worsened in Sarbananda Sonowal visited a relief camp at 
Chirang district on Wednesday. Phulaguri Higher Secondary School in 

districts continue to reel under flood waters. Services of the Assam police have been 
Kapili block in Nagaon district, and Bajali ,  Baksa,  Barpeta,  Biswanath,  engaged in the relief and rescue operations.WATER LEVEL ABOVE DANGER MARK interacted with the affected people.Bongaigaon, Cachar, Chirang, Darrang, 

The Army continued its relief and rescue Over 99,026 hectares of crop area have been Dhemaji, Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Dima-Hasao, He said that a central team would visit the state 
operations on Wednesday in the districts of damaged in the current wave of floods this Goalpara, Golaghat, Hailakandi, Hojai, soon, assess the damage, prepare a report 
Darrang, Barpeta and Kamrup. As many as year. The water level in Kopili, Disang and Kamrup, Kamrup Metropolitan, Karbi and submit it to the government for support 
seven composite columns of the Army have Brahmaputra rivers is flowing above the Anglong West, Karimganj, Kokrajhar, and assistance.At least 26 of the total 233 
been working round the clock to reach out to danger level at several places.Lakhimpur, Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon, camps have been inundated by the 
the flood victims to provide relief and Besides the Army, National Disaster Response Nalbari, Sivasagar, Sonitpur, South floodwater in Kaziranga National Park with 
medicines in the remotest flood affected Force (NDRF), State Disaster Response Salmara, Tamulpur, Tinsukia and Udalguri 11 animals dying due to drowning.
areas.Force (SDRF) and the Fire and Emergency 

BJP conducting sale of  MLAs amid floods, say TMC 
workers detained for staging protest in Guwahati

Uttarakhand 
connection comes to 
fore in Sidhu Moose 
Wala’s murder case

New Delhi. The Uttarakhand 
connection has emerged in the 
murder case of Punjabi singer 
Sidhu Moose Wala after the arrest 
of three accused in the case. 
According to police sources, one 
of the accused, Priyavrata alias 
Fauji, stayed in Dehradun for a 
few months and left in April, after 
which he allegedly killed Sidhu 
Moose Wala in Mansa on May 
29.Two others arrested by the 
Delhi Police from Gujarat have 
been identified as Priyavrata alias 
Fauji, Keshav and Kuldeep alias 
Kashish.

Police sources have not confirmed 
whether the conspiracy to kill the 
Punjabi star was hatched in 
Dehradun. According to sources, 
along with Fauji, four others were 
also staying in Dharampur/Nehru 
Colony, whose wires are being 
linked to a murder in Sonipat.

The name of the Lawrence Bishnoi 
gang cropped up in connection 
with the murder of Sidhu Moose 
Wala. The Punjabi singer was 
shot dead in Mansa district on 
May 29. Two days after Moose 
Wala’s murder, the Uttarakhand 
Special Task Force (STF) 
arrested six of Lawrence 
Bishnoi's gang from Shimla 
bypass in Dehradun.

MLAs, went missing after the results Guwahati. Several TMC members 
of the MLC polls were declared, a and workers of the Assam unit were 
development believed to be a result detained for staging a protest outside 
of cross-voting by certain MLAs of Raddision Blu Hotel in Guwahati 
the ruling government. According to where rebel Maharashtra MLAs, 
sources, around 42 MLAs are including Shiv Sena's Eknath 
believed to be camping at the hotel in Shinde, are staying. They have 
Guwahati.Maharashtra CM Uddhav accused the BJP of hosting the 'sale' 
Thackeray moved out of his official of MLAs amid Assam floods.
residence, Varsha, to the family's Several MLAs, led by Shiv Sena leader 
private home, 'Matoshree' on Eknath Shinde, are camped at a hotel 
Wednesday.in Assam's Guwahati, plunging the 

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena leader Sanjay MVA government into a political 
Raut claimed about 20 MLAs are in crisis.The protest was led by TMC's 
touch with them.state president Ripun Bora. Assam 

cops have removed Ripun Bora from Earlier in the day, Congress MP 
the protest site outside Radisson Blu Gaurav Gogoi also slammed Prime 
along with other TMC protesters. Minister Narendra Modi and said 
Bora blamed CM Homanta Biswa that the PM should visit the state and 
Sarma for facilitating dissidents announce a special package. He said 
from Maharashtra when people were that the PM is busy toppling the 
dying in the devastating floods in Maharashtra government and also 

The current political turmoil in Maharashtra Assam. with the Gujarat elections at a time when 
started when Eknath Shinde, along with 26 floods have hit the state.MAHARASHTRA POLITICAL CRISIS

Karnataka.  A good monsoon forecast is a relief half kilometre I would have to walk. She is the and borewell recharging methods so that -as he 
to everyone - whether directly involved in motivator.”After receiving a diploma, Ayyappa puts it - the running rainwater slows to a walk, 
agriculture or not. But Karnataka farmer, worked in Larsen and Toubro for 23 years - then stops and goes to sleep where he wants it 
Ayyappa Masagi, says that with good rainwater before buying 6 acres of land to follow his to.Ayyappa said, “This is a drought prone area. 
usage farmers can have more control of the dream of farming. But he ran into difficulties When I purchased this land, people were asking 
success of their crops - even in areas that after a few years. - why are you coming here? No rain, water. 
receive low rainfall. This Karnataka Now the same village people are saying - this is “For 3 years, very good water. Good crop. Then in 
agriculturalist has been working out ways to Vaikunta!” 2002, 3 years consecutive drought. All the 3000 
best use rainfall - and is keen to share what he Areca nut plants fell down. It became totally All the manure for the farm is generated from the 
has learnt over the decades. barren,” he said. “And I left my job also in farm itself.“All livestock eat my agricultural 

His journey has been a long one that began when 2002. My wife called me useless fellow.” waste. They will Give droppings and urine. 
he learnt the value of water was just a child. Droppings will go to compost. All urine to live Ayyappa quit his job with its monthly salary of 
Ayyappa remembers how his mother's liquid manure. We use cow dung and urine, ?50000 to gain experience with an NGO for just 
struggles for drinking water made him eggs, groundnut cakes for 10,15 days. Then ?5000 a month - to see if he could gain more 
interested in water. “Reason is my mother,” he filter it this is the only manure I am using,” he knowledge of crops and water. After returning 
said. said. Ayyappa works as a consultant for water to Bengaluru, an Oxfam fellowship helped him 

planning for industries and homes - but his “In my childhood, my mother would take me and in the learning process. And he bought 3 acres 
main goal is improving farmers use of water. He fetch the water from the stream early morning 3 of land in Tumakuru district. He experimented 
conducts training programmes and spreads the o'clock. I was born and brought up in north with rainwater - and through trial and error 
word in whichever way he can.Karnataka. Drought prone area. When the found what worked and what didn't. He tried 

summer comes it is very difficult to get different sizes of pits to plant coconuts before “Through social media, through books, through 
drinking water. If you go early, you get water. If reaching the conclusion that 4 feet by 4 feet print media. Then I have a training centre. I 
you go late, no water. I was 3- to 4-year-old boy. worked the best. He blocks rainwater with earth want to train more and more water warriors and 
Then I would put it on my head and one and a in compartments and trenches, uses soak pits educated farmers. 

above the 21-feet mark for flood affected due to water-logging.A group of 14 Srinagar. Heavy rains lashed Jammu 
declaration, they said.Vaishov trekkers was stranded near Tarser Lake in and Kashmir on Wednesday, 
stream, which flows mainly through south Kashmir and a rescue team was rushed triggering flash floods and 
Kulgam district, was flowing to the spot from Pahalgam.The snowfall in landslides, with authorities forced 
dangerously above the flood alert the upper reaches and rains in the plains have to shut schools in several districts 
mark. However, the water level has sent the mercury nosediving and Srinagar including Doda, Kishtwar and 
started receding since 10 am, the witnessed its coldest June day in almost 50 Ramban and evacuate people from 
officials said.A breach was reported years, according to available data.low-lying areas, while the strategic 
in a temporary diversion along the Jammu-Srinagar national highway Srinagar on Tuesday recorded a maximum 
banks of Vaishov stream as remained blocked for the second temperature of 15.0 degrees Celsius, which 
Chamgund in Kulgam, they said day leaving hundreds of vehicles was 14.2 degrees lower than normal for this 
adding many areas of the district stranded.In Kashmir, the Jhelum time of the year.
have been flooded.Authorities have crossed the danger mark at Sangam An incident of house collapse was also 
started moving people from low-in Anantnag district and the water reported from Ramban district, while five 
lying areas to safer locations, they level was rising in other rivers also, people trapped in flash floods in river Ans in 
said.The Doodhganga stream was officials said.A high alert has been Reasi district were rescued by the police, 

We d n e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  o f f i c i a l s  also flowing close to flood alarm sounded in areas close to river officials said.
said.''Snowfall and heavy rains triggered level at Barzulla in the heart of Srinagar's Chenab  and  i t s  t r ibu ta r ies ,  they  The Doda district administration has declared 
flash-floods in Simthan top area following civil lines area.said.Snowfall in the higher reaches including high alert in several areas in the mountainous 
which 50 passengers including some women the holy cave shrine of Amarnath has brought The weatherman had forecast improvement in district."We have been forced to declare high 
and children, were stranded. The police got down the day temperature substantially, the weather later in the day.Schools in many alert in areas close to river Chenab and its 
the track cleared and after a lot of hard work officials said.Police rescued 50 passengers parts of the valley were closed due to the tributaries, and also on slopes and slide-
rescued all the passengers, an official travelling in ten vehicles which were trapped heavy rains which resulted in waterlogging prone areas of Ramban and Doda districts," 
said.The water level at Sangam in Anantnag due to snowfall and heavy rains in the high- in low-lying areas.Many houses in Bemina, an official said.
district was measured at 21.60 ft, marginally altitude area in Kishtwar district on Rambagh and Rajbagh areas of the city were 

Flash floods, landslides as heavy rains, snowfall lash J&K

Water Warrior Ayyappa Masagi

ISRO's GSAT-24 satellite 
launched by French 
company
Bengaluru. The GSAT-24 satellite, built by 

ISRO for NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), 
was successfully launched by French 
company Arianespace from Kourou in 
French Guiana (South America) on 
Thursday.

GSAT-24 is a 24-Ku band communication 
satellite weighing 4180 kg with pan-India 
coverage for meeting DTH application 
needs. It was the first "demand driven" 
communica t ion  sa te l l i t e  miss ion  
undertaken by NSIL post space sector 
reforms.

NSIL, a Government of India company under 
the Department of Space, has leased the 
entire satellite capacity to Tata Play.

GSAT-24 was launched on-board Ariane-V 
VA257 flight from the Guiana Space 
Centre, Europe’s spaceport in Kourou.

Assam floods: 4 kids among 12 killed in last 24 
hours, over 54 lakh people affected

Twelve people, including four children, have died in Assam floods in the last 24 hours as the situation 

continues to remain grim. More than 54 lakh people have been affected.

Karnataka agriculturalist, Ayyappa Masagi has been working out ways to best 
use rainfall and is keen to share what he has learnt over the decades

Police announce Rs 1 
lakh reward for details 
on two women’s murder 
in Karnataka

Mandya. Karnataka’s Mandya police on 
Wednesday announced a reward of Rs 1 lakh 
for anyone who comes forward with the 
details related to the brutal murder of two 
women. The mutilated bodies of two women 
were  found  i n  Pandavapu ra  and  
Srirangapatna areas of Karnataka’s Mandya 
district on June 7.

While one body was packed in a bag, the other 
one was found in a water body. The upper 
parts of their bodies were missing. The 
Mandya police had registered a suo motu 
case and 16 days have passed since then, but 
the police have not been able to make much 
progress.

The police suspect that both the cases are 
related by looking at the way the bodies have 
been severed. The police have also not been 
able to make much headway in the case 
because the bodies are disfigured and no 
further clues are available to find out about 
the identity of the two women.The Mandya 
police had formed seven teams to investigate 
the case.

Murmu arrives in 
Odisha capital from 
Mayurbhanj, set to leave 
for Delhi on Thursday

Bhubhaneshwar.  NDA presidential 
candidate Droupadi Murmu reached here 
on Wednesday night, covering a distance of 
about 280 km on road from her native 
Rairangpur town in Mayurbhanj district, 
amid cheers and greetings by locals along 
the way.

She is set to leave for Delhi on Thursday 
morning.Murmu was received by Odisha 
BJP president Samir Mohanty and 
Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita Sarangi at a 
guest house here, where she will be putting 
up for the night, an official here said.

"She is scheduled to leave for the Delhi on 
Thursday morning around 9 am," the 
official told reporters here.

The NDA presidential candidate, who was set 
to visit her alma mater, Unit-II Girls’ High 
School, in the state capital had to drop the 
idea, in view of the crowds she drew 
everywhere she went.

She also wanted to pay obeisance at Shree 
Lingaraj temple here, but the plans had to 
be shelved owing to delay in her arrival 
here, the official said. Murmu’s school 
teachers and some of her college lecturers, 
however, greeted her at the guest house.

"We are proud that our alumnus is tipped to 
become the next President of India," said 
her school's headmistress, Kalyani Mishra.

The former Jharkhand governor had 
graduated from Rama Devi Women’s 
College, now a university. Murmu had also 
worked as a Class-III employee in the 
irrigation department of Odisha after 
completing her graduation.

Heavy rains in Jammu and Kashmir caused flash floods and landslides on Wednesday. Schools were shut in several districts.

One of the arrested people stayed in Dehradun 

for a few months before the attack on Punjabi 

singer Sidhu Moose Wala. However, police are 

yet to confirm whether the conspiracy to kill 

was hatched in Uttarakhand.

Lok Sabha By-
Elections: Voting 
Begins In UP's 
Azamgarh, Rampur 
Seats

Lucknow.  Polling began this morning in Uttar 
Pradesh's Azamgarh and Rampur, the Lok 
Sabha seats considered a stronghold of the 
Samajwadi Party in the state.

Over 35 lakh people are eligible to vote in the 
bypolls and will be deciding the fate of 19 
candidates.The by-elections to the Azamgarh 
seat were necessitated by the resignation of 
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, who 
was elected to the Uttar Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly as an MLA in the elections earlier 
this year.The Rampur seat was vacated by 
senior Samajwadi Party leader Azam Khan, 
who too was elected to the state Assembly.

The polling started at 7 am and will continue till 
6 pm, the office of the Chief Electoral Officer 
said.According to an official statement 
issued here by the Election Commission, two 
general and as many expense observers have 
been deputed by it to keep an eye on the polls.

Besides, 291 sector magistrates, 40 zonal 
magistrates and 433 micro-observers have 
also been deputed, it said.For ensuring 
security and peaceful conduct of the polls, 
adequate number of central and state forces 
have been deployed.
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of the total population, the tribal people have remained THE nomination of Droupadi Murmu as the ruling 
hardly a footnote in the country’s growth story. The NDA’s presidential candidate is a path-breaking 
implementation of laws such as the SC & ST moment in the history of post-Independence India. 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act and the Scheduled Tribes That this decision comes amid the Azadi ka Amrit 
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Mahotsav celebrations to mark 75 years of the 
Forest Rights) Act has left a lot to be desired. The tribal nation’s independence makes it all the more special. 
populace’s prolonged neglect is being addressed, albeit, If she wins the July 18 poll, Murmu will become the 
symbolically with the elevation of Murmu, who has first person from the tribal (Adivasi) community, the 
r isen through the  ranks  wi th  remarkable  first native of Odisha and the second woman ever 
tenacity.Murmu has donned several hats over the (after Pratibha Patil) to occupy the top post. The 
decades — government employee, schoolteacher, confidence reposed in her by the BJP-led NDA was 
councillor, MLA, minister, Governor. One tragedy after summed up by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
another — the loss of her husband and two sons — has tweet: ‘Millions of people, especially those who have 
failed to impede her gritty journey. Her down-to-earth experienced poverty and faced hardships, derive 
personality was plainly visible in the video clip that great strength from the life of Droupadi Murmu.’ She 
went viral on Wednesday, showing her sweeping the is set to follow in the footsteps of KR Narayanan and 
floor at a Shiv temple in Rairangpur in her home district Ram Nath Kovind, who both rose from the poor, 
Mayurbhanj. If elected, which appears imminent, her marginalised and downtrodden stratum of society to 
presidency is expected to be a much-needed shot in the become the President.Though India has more than 
arm for tribal and women’s empowerment.700 Scheduled Tribes that account for over 8 per cent 

Unicorn universe expanding 
in tough times Old connection

The confusion next door

Afghanistan. The reality is that many Pashtuns on both PEOPLE in Pakistan heaved a sigh of relief when the 
sides of the border do not recognise the Durand Line as Shehbaz Sharif government assumed office, after a no-
an international border.The main focus of attention in confidence vote in Parliament led to the ouster of Imran 
Islamabad is now on seeking foreign aid to save the Khan from office. Imran made too many mistakes. He 
country from bankruptcy. At a recent event, Pakistan’s offended the army establishment led by General Bajwa, 
former Finance Minister Dr Hafeez Pasha agreed that the and even locked horns with the all-powerful USA. 
country’s economy was indeed in a free fall. It was also According to Imran, the Americans were baying for his 
noted that while Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves blood after he visited Russia for a meeting with 
were hovering around $10 billion and its rate of growth President Putin. The US, however, has a track record of 
was plummeting, India had foreign exchange reserves of maintaining good relations with the Pakistan army and 
$600 billion and a 6-8% rate of growth. Bangladesh, ISI. It is, therefore, not surprising that the first important 
likewise, had reserves of $45 billion and 6% GDP Pakistani to visit Washington DC, at the invitation of the 
growth rate. Moreover, during the last five years, only Biden Administration, was the present ISI Chief, 
Chinese companies have been investing in Pakistan, Lieutenant General Nadeem Anjum. Pakistan’s Foreign 
which remains an ‘international basket case’, forever Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari was not invited to 
yearning for foreign aid and IMF support.Washington. He met Secretary of State Blinken in New 

York.In the meantime, Pakistan’s coalition government China, meanwhile, is making efforts to get Pakistan off the 
led by Shehbaz has run into serious domestic problems. hook from continuing scrutiny by the Financial Action 
The Prime Minister had been booked earlier on charges Task Force. Merely ‘arresting’ 70-year-old Lashkar-e-
of rampant corruption. Moreover, the unchallenged Taiba leader Hafiz Mohammed Saeed and sentencing 
leader of the Pakistan Muslim League is not Shehbaz, him to 20 years in jail for his role in 26/11 is hardly 
but former PM Nawaz Sharif, now in virtual self-exile in meaningful. This ‘arrest’, 14 years after the Mumbai 
London, purportedly for medical treatment. Shehbaz’s terrorist attack, is certainly not a credible manifestation 
son, nominated as the Chief Minister of Punjab, also of Pakistan being irrevocably committed to dismantling crucial Gulf countries like the UAE and Saudi Arabia, expressing interest in ties with India.
faces corruption charges.Adding to these uncertainties is its infrastructure of terrorism. Pakistan’s ‘all-weather about his leadership.Given the vulnerabilities of the Pakistan’s writ in Baluchistan province is also being 
the forthcoming retirement of Army Chief General friend’ China is also blocking moves to get Saeed’s political class in Pakistan, it is obvious that the military challenged because of its continuing exploitation of 
Bajwa on November 29. All this leaves Pakistan amidst deputy, Rehman Makki, declared as an international will ensure that it continues to play a leading role in the natural resources, which has created serious disaffection 
uncertainty, though it does appear that General Bajwa’s terrorist.Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has country’s national life. While it is too early to predict the among the people. This has grown stronger because of 
successor will be appointed on schedule. Imran’s strongly advocated the need for greater engagement with results of future elections, scheduled for October, one resentment arising from the arrogant and exclusive 
favourite, the publicity seeking former ISI Chief India, while noting that Pakistan was presently isolated cannot rule out the prospect of the army and Imran behaviour of the Chinese in the Baluchistan port of 
Lieutenant General Faiz Ahmed, appears to have little or on the world stage. While there is naturally anger in India making common cause. India has wisely avoided any Gwadar. Four Chinese scholars were killed in a suicide 
no chance of becoming the next Army Chief. While over Pakistan’s continuing support for cross-border involvement in Pakistan’s internal politics. It is evident blast executed by a female Baluch student of Karachi 
Imran is in a tearing hurry for early general elections, the terrorism, Pakistan now increasingly realises that it is that as a result of its policies in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa University. The Chinese are the most heavily guarded 
army top brass is not. There is, however, every paying a heavy price for its support for terrorism. The province bordering Afghanistan, Pakistan is facing a foreign nationals in Baluchistan, with the Gwadar port 
possibility of Imran being voted to power in any Opposition in Pakistan has, however, strongly criticised Pashtun backlash, with its writ on its border areas being being a major target of Baluch nationalists, who are also 
elections held in the near future. He, however, has his Bilawal for his views. It is important to keep channels of challenged by the Tehrik-e-Taliban. Moreover, as a targeting projects along the $62 billion China-Pakistan 
own problems. He faces the dislike and animosity of communication with Pakistan open for travel, trade and result of its present policies, even the ruling Taliban in Economic Corridor. Pakistan also faces challenges 
President Joe Biden and the misgivings of leaders of dialogue. Afghanistan have misgivings about Pakistan, while across the Durand Line from the Pashtun areas of 

Murmu’s march

EVEN as the economy is struggling to recover from 
the double whammy of the Ukraine conflict and 
rising global interest rates, there is one segment 
growing rapidly, seemingly unaffected by 
external developments. And that is the ecosystem 
of unicorns. India has touched the milestone of 
100 unicorns this year. It comes over a decade 
after the first start-up venture became a unicorn in 
2011. The country now ranks third in terms of 
overall unicorns, following the US and China. 
Collectively, these 100 entities have raised over 
$90 billion in funding and have a valuation of over 
$333 billion.A unicorn is a start-up company that 
has achieved a valuation of $1 billion. These 
ventures began to be described as the mythical 
beasts of yore about a decade ago to highlight 
their rarity. But now, with the US having about 
487 unicorns and China 301, the terminology is 
expanding to decacorns, or start-ups with a 
valuation of $10 billion. Even India has a few 
already, including Flipkart, Nykaa, Byju’s and 
Swiggy.What is interesting is that the spurt in 
unicorns has occurred from 2020 onwards, in 
other words, after the pandemic. As many as 11 
unicorns emerged in that year, followed by a 
record of 44 in 2021. Another 16 have been 
created in 2022 so far, according to Inc42, and 
predictions are that these will touch 250 by 2025. 
Funding is reported to be slowing down due to the 
impact of the war in Ukraine as well as the 
aggressive rate hikes by the US Federal Reserve, 
but the eco-system for innovation and start-ups 
remains fairly vibrant in 2022. Despite the 
funding worries, many more start-ups look set to 
join the club this year.As for the reasons behind 
the surge in unicorns over the past three years, the 
key factor has been the shift in the work 
environment during the pandemic. From the norm 
of going to office physically, life has changed to 
working from home (WFH). The WFH culture 
has driven innovation towards the internet and 
digital platforms. The use of the internet became a 
much bigger part of the people’s lives in 2020 and 
2021 when there were constraints in moving out 
of the house. So, making retail purchases, 
carrying out financial transactions, operating a 
business or even education became an online 
activity. Digital payments became widespread 
through fintech companies like Paytm and 
Mobikwik while e-commerce through Flipkart, 
Amazon and more recent start-ups like Big Basket 
expanded rapidly to tier 2 and 3 cities.

Easy funding has been another reason for the rise of 
the unicorn universe. Investors are conscious of 
the enormous scope for expanding the digital 
ecosystem in this country. Internet penetration 
here remains at a relatively low level of about 41 
per cent, so the potential for growth is enormous. 
Surveys have also shown that though online 

shoppers appear to have taken over the 
marketplace, a paltry seven per cent of the 
consumers are in the online space. Even those 
using online platforms like WhatsApp are still 
largely opting for physical retail purchases, 
according to the latest data. Out of 44 crore 
WhatsApp users, only 15 crore are buying online. 
In this backdrop, venture capital funds are making 
investments based on long-term projections for 
the next five to 10 years.Interest has also been 
heightened in the wake of regulatory tightening 
on tech companies in China since last year. 
Venture capitalists are thus giving a fresh look at 
developments in this country and are keen to 
make long-term investments here.

At the end of the day, however, investors will only 
put their money on viable ideas.

grew weaker and the Hindu and Buddhist The reactions from a number of Islamic countries 
influences across Southeast Asia withered away. to insulting remarks about the Holy Prophet 
The advent of Islam in South Asia was ascribed have raised larger issues about India’s place in 
responsibility for this by these scholars — the the Islamic world. In downtown Srinagar, on a 
fountainhead in India having eroded, the recent visit, there were images that struck me as 
spiritual nourishment that Southeast Asia had a casual tourist. Kashmir’s medieval mosques 
received was no longer available and, they and khanqahs wear their Buddhist and Hindu 
argued, across the region once flourishing past with ease — some resemble pagodas and 
Buddhist and Hindu kingdoms eroded and even an untrained eye is reminded of Buddhist 
disappeared much as they did in India.chaitya halls or Hindu temple spires.

The Greater India school of history writing itself Alongside there is much to remind also of 
had a short shelf-life. Its scholarship was to a Kashmir’s proximity to Central Asia. For 
great extent rooted in India’s colonial status instance, it can be found in the mass of graves 
where asserting a cultural supremacy in our that surround the tomb of the mother of the 15th 
ancient history tempered the humiliation of century ruler, Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. The tomb 
being a subject nation. More detailed research with its dome, glazed tiles and brickwork is a 
showed the limitations of postulating a direct pure Central Asian transplant and the Sultan 
transplanting of Indian culture in Southeast Asia. himself is also believed to be buried here. More 
There was also a pushback from historians and easily identifiable amongst the many graves is 
scholars in largely Islamic Indonesia and that of Mirza Muhammad Haidar Dughlat, a 
Malaysia: themselves in the throes of contemporary of the Mughal emperor, 
decolonisation, they were loath to accord a Humayun, best known for writing a book — the 
hegemonic status to Indian Buddhist monks and Tarikh-i-Rashidi is a history of Central Asia and 
Hindu priests in the first millennium.of the Mughals. What makes this Mirza even 

more interesting is how Kazakhstan — the For us in India, the scholarship of the Greater India 
Central Asian neighbour most distant from us Society stands out as it represented a major 
geographically — has claimed him as one of its indigenous impulse to study non-Indian history 
own, naming a prominent university in his and perhaps the only one to date. And yet, 
honour and commemorating him in other alongside its other limitations, these historians 
ways.There are other similar examples. In remained myopic towards Islam in different 
Turkmenistan, soon after its emergence as an parts of Southeast Asia from the 15th century. 
independent state from the edifice of the Soviet They did have the empirical evidence that over 
Union, a search began for potential national large parts of the region Islam carried an Indian 
icons. A largely forgotten affiliation was tag and, in fact, had reached from the coasts of 
discovered with Bairam Khan, a premier noble India. Scattered through their writings are 

defeated and forced him out, remains in relative obscurity.in Humayun’s court. Bairam fitted the role required to be references to how the Islamisation of the Malay-
So in Central Asia, the Mughals of India are often invoked an icon for a newly-independent country. He had been Indonesian world began with Muslim preachers and 

as successful builders of States. To our east, across the regent when Akbar was a young boy and played a critical traders from India in the Karnataka, Malabar and 
whole of Southeast Asia, influences from India have role in stabilising the Mughals at a difficult time in their Coromandel coasts, and followed an earlier template of 
permeated the region for over two millennia. The wide early history in India. For a nascent Turkmenistan, this Buddhism and Hinduism reaching these shores. Yet this 
prevalence of Indian scripts, languages, religious motifs, was a good enough reason to incorporate him as part of its remained largely peripheral to their principal interests 
iconographic and architectural styles over the first national pantheon where he remains a prominent figure. and was perhaps another reason why they remained cut 
millennium riveted the attention of many in India. In the Even more striking is the case of Babur in Uzbekistan off from emerging intellectual trends in Southeast Asia. 
early decades of the last century, a fraternity of historians where the Mughals were repeatedly defeated and forced Perhaps delving into this question today would also show 
organised themselves under the banner of a ‘Society for out by the Uzbeks in the late 15th and early 16th up other connections or even pose the question whether 
the Study of Greater India’. To them, this expansion of centuries. Babur as a young princeling had to make his the popularity in Indonesia of the much-derided Tablighi 
Indian culture across the Bay of Bengal all the way to the way to Kabul. Babur’s future greatness as the founder of Jamaat, on account of the infringement of Covid 
Pacific represented almost a colonisation, even if it was an empire in India that went on to outrank the Safavids in regulations in Delhi at the start of the pandemic, follows a 
usually without political and military domination.Persia or the Ottomans in Turkey makes him an Uzbek circuit established centuries earlier by traders, Buddhist 

From the beginnings of the second millennium, this impulse national hero. Shaybani Khan, the native Uzbek who monks and Hindu priests from India.

Nomination of  tribal leader as prez candidate a watershed

India’s place in the Islamic world

Despite uncertainty in Pakistan, keep channels of communication open
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Shah Rukh Khan’s son 
Aryan Khan is inspired 
by Timothée Chalamet

Shah Rukh Khan's son Aryan has been prepping for 
his Bollywood directorial debut for quite some 
time. He completed his course in direction and 
screenplay writing at University of Southern 
California in the USA. Following this, there were 
reports that the star-kid was supposed to assist 
filmmaker Karan Johar with his ambitious project 
Takht. However, with the pandemic hitting, Takht 
has now been put on the back burner. Aryan was 
later seen on the sets of Shah Rukh Khan's 
upcoming film Pathaan, where he is said to have 
assisted and choreographed a few action scenes. 
While we await any confirmation on that, sources 
close to Aryan reveal that he is currently working 
on a script and is highly inspired by American actor 
Timothée Chalamet's filmography.

'ARYAN KHAN IS  OBSESSED WITH 
TIMOTHEE CHALAMET'S FILMOGRAPHY'

A source close to the star-kid informed 
IndiaToday.in, "Aryan is highly inspired by 
Timothée Chalamet's filmography and has been 
busy watching a lot of his movies. It wouldn't be a 
stretch to say that Aryan is currently obsessed with 
the 26-year-old's body of work. From a sci-fi film 
like Dune to a coming-of-age film like Call Me By 
Your Name or his brief appearance in films like 
Interstellar and supporting roles in Little Women, 
Aryan wants to experiment and not restrict himself 
to a particular genre. He is thinking seriously about 
how he wants his career to shape, even before he 
makes his debut. Aryan is currently working on a 
script that he is writing and is preparing for 
direction as well. While directing and writing is his 
immediate goal, the star kid also has acting 
ambitions and is mulling over his next step."

ABOUT ARYAN KHAN
Aryan was also spotted on the sets of sister Suhana 

Khan's acting debut, Archies. Suhana has recently 
returned from Ooty after wrapping a schedule for 
Archies, which will premiere on Netflix.

Meanwhile, Aryan Khan was given a clean chit by 
the Narcotics Central Bureau (NCB) after he was 
arrested and had to undergo trial for alleged 
possession of drugs since October 2021. The 
young star kid was also put behind the bars and was 
granted bail after spending nearly 22 days in 
Mumbai jail.

Ranbir Kapoor as Shamshera in 
new teaser is karam se dacait, 

dharam se azad

arun Dhawan is one of the few actors who has never shied 
away and has no qualms about approaching a director for a 
role. He has been doing that since the beginning of his career. V

In an interview with Indiatoday.in, VarunDhawan revealed that it was 
he who asked director Raj Mehta to cast him in JugJugg Jeeyo. The 
film also features Anil Kapoor, Neetu Kapoor, and Kiara Advani.

VARUN REVEALS HE APPROACHED RAJ MEHTA FOR JJJ
Speaking exclusively with IndiaToday.in, Varun said, "We were stuck 

in a pandemic we didn't know whether to start a film or 
not start a film. For this film the script was ready and I 
have known Raj (Mehta) since he had assisted on 
Humpty Sharma Ki Dulhania and Badrinath Ki 
Dulhania, so I knew him pretty well that way. I have a 
friend who is very close to Raj and he told me about 
this (JugJugg Jeeyo) script and asked me to speak with 
him. But, I got to know that Raj was hesitant to talk to 
me about this film, he wasn't sure if I would be keen on 

doing it. So then I just called Raj and gave him 
two-three bad words and told him, 'Are you mad?' 
If you have something good please come to me. 
He made Good News' but never came to me, he 
said I was too young for that. So eventually, I 
went to Raj and took the script and gave him no 
other option."

He also revealed that he was dying to work with 
Kiara Advani in a film. He said, "I was dying to 
work with Kiara. We did one song and it did so 
well. So I just wanted to work with her as an actor 

and felt that our jodi or pair didn't get the limelight it needed or the 
platform. So this was perfect for both of us."

ABOUT JUGJUGG JEEYO
Directed by Raj Mehta, JugJugg Jeeyo is slated to release in theatres on 

June 24. The film stars Varun Dhawan, Anil Kapoor, Kiara Advani 
and Neetu Kapoor.The trailer of the Raj Mehta directorial is packed 
with love, romance, and a big family reunion. By the looks of the 
trailer, it seems the film deals with the complexities of relationships. 
However, the makers seem to have more in store for us.

irector Anand L Rai's Raksha Bandhan will be clashing at the box 
office with the much-awaited Aamir Khan and Kareena Kapoor DKhan’s Laal Singh Chaddha, which is directed by Advait Chandan. 

The two films are releasing on August 11 worldwide. While Raksha 
Bandhan revolves around the brother-sister bond, Laal Singh Chaddha is an 
official Indian adaption of Tom Hanks’ Forrest Gump. Recently, Aanand L 
Rai spoke to IndiaToday.in, about the big clash.

AANAND L RAI TALKS ABOUT RAKSHA BANDHAN CLASHING WITH 
LAAL SINGH CHADDHA

In a recent media interaction, Akshay Kumar shared his thoughts about his film 
clashing at the box office with Laal Singh Chaddha. He said he would want both 
films to have a good run in theatres.

Speaking to IndiaToday.in, director Aanand L Rai said, "It's a very good weekend. 
I was just telling somebody that it's not a weekend. It's a vacation as there are 
almost 5-7 days of holidays. It's a very long weekend and both films will definitely 
do well. It's the right space for two films to come. If not for us, somebody else would 
have released their film on that day. We were only making sure three films didn't come 
on the same day. If that was the case, we would have avoided that. But, two films can 
definitely come that weekend."

Talking about the Akshay Kumar-starrer, he added, "Raksha Bandhan is a film of heartland 
and with this, I have gone back to my roots."

ALL ABOUT RAKSHA BANDHAN
Raksha Bandhan's story is written by Himanshu Sharma and Kanika Dhillon. The Aanand L 

Rai-directorial has been co-produced by Aanand L Rai, Alka Hiranandani, and ZEE Studios. 
Presented by Colour Yellow, ZEE Studios, and Cape of Good Films, the film is set to hit 
screens on August 11. The team is now busy promoting the film.

n Saturday, the first look of Ranbir Kapoor 
as Shamshera was leaked online. Sporting a Orugged look with long hair and beard, the 

actor’s never-seen-ever avatar was well-received 
by fans. While the film’s trailer releases on Friday, 
the makers unveiled a teaser of the film on June 22 
and it is too good to miss!

SHAMSHERA TEASER OUT
Ranbir Kapoor will break his long hiatus from films 

with Shamshera. His first-look poster from the 
film was leaked on June 18, before the makers 
made it official. And now, the teaser of Shamshera 
is finally out! Loaded with action, drama, and 
dialogues, we now know what Ranbir’s world as 
Shamshera looks like. Also, you get a glimpse into 
Sanjay Dutt's character!

RANBIR'S LEAKED SHAMSHERA POSTER
Ranbir Kapoor's first-look poster from Shamshera 

has created quite some buzz. The film was also 
compared with KGF: Chapter 2 and Ranveer 
Singh's look as Alauddin Khalji from Padmaavat. 
In case you missed, here's the leaked poster:

ABOUT SHAMSHERA
Shamshera releases on July 22. The film stars Ranbir 

Kapoor, Vaani Kapoor and Sanjay Dutt in lead 
roles. Ranbir Kapoor-starrer Shamshera is 
produced by Yash Raj Films. It is reportedly set in 
the fictitious city of Kaza, where a warrior tribe is 
imprisoned, enslaved and tortured by a ruthless 
authoritarian general Shudh Singh. In Shamshera, 
Ranbir Kapoor is playing a larger-than-life 
quintessential Hindi film hero for the first time in 
his career.

Varun Dhawan, in an exclusive conversation 

with Indiatoday.in spoke about his upcoming 

film JugJugg Jeeyo featuring Kiara Advani.

 talks about 
JugJugg Jeeyo

 talks about 
JugJugg Jeeyo

Raksha Bandhan director Aanand L Rai 
responds to film's clash with 

Laal Singh Chaddha
Aamir Khan's 

Varun Dhawan

 Kiara 
Advani,
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New Delhi: India’s central bank appears to have “When there is a pressure on the rupee, instead of The strategy largely works like this: When the 
ramped up intervention in the forwards market dipping into the reserves much, they are now RBI intervenes in the spot market to curb rupee 
to slow the rupee’s decline and preserve its liquidating those outstanding forwards,” said losses, it sells dollars and buys rupee, depleting 
hard-earned reserves.The Reserve Bank of Amit Pabari, managing director at CR Forex. interbank liquidity. And, then on the spot 
India has run down its forward-dollar book by The forwards were built to cushion the impact settlement date does what is commonly known 
$12 billion to $15 billion from about $64 of events like now, he added.Pressure is as a buy-sell swap in the forwards market to 
billion at the end of April, according to mounting on emerging-market currencies as offset the liquidity impact.Most strategists 
estimates by DBS Bank Ltd. Standard the Federal Reserve’s interest-rate hikes spurs continue to be bearish on the rupee amid $27 
Chartered Plc. said the authority has fund flows to the US from developing billion of outflows from Indian equities this 
significantly intervened through forwards. economies. The rupee has declined more than 5 year.

per cent this year and set a fresh all-time low of The move shows the central bank is pulling out  Bank of America expects the currency to slide to 
78.3862 on Wednesday.A large forward dollar all the stops to curb losses in the currency, 81 to a dollar by year-end.“In the current global 
book acts as an additional buffer in the hands of which set a series of record lows this month and scenario where the dollar remains strong and 
the RBI over and above the spot reserves. threatens to further accelerate inflation. The elevated commodity prices have a negative 
Governor Shaktikanta Das has said the central RBI’s intervention strategy has caused dollar- bearing for India’s current account dynamics, 
bank uses a multi-pronged intervention rupee one-year annualized forward premiums we have a bearish view on rupee,” said Parul 
approach to minimize actual outflows of to fall below 3 per cent for the first time in a Mittal Sinha, head of India financial markets at 
dollars.decade, according to Standard Chartered. Standard Chartered.

Uber may have explored selling Indian 
arm; company calls the report false

New Delhi: consistently profitable. In May, it delivered a Uber Technologies Inc. explored 
positive outlook for earnings, signaling the options for its Indian ride-hailing business, 

including a sale, but suspended discussions company plans to capitalize on robust ride 
after tech startup valuations cratered, people demand without compromising profits by 
familiar with the matter said.The US company focusing on product changes, rather than 
began weighing alternatives and reached out to incentives, to address a driver shortage.
several interested parties after recognizing it India and Japan are the sole major remaining 
had limited potential for profitable expansion in Asian markets for Uber, which has scaled back 
the country, the people said, asking not to be sharply since the tumultuous days of former 
named as the information is not public. It chief Travis Kalanick. The San Franciso-
pondered a stock swap with local companies or based company started services in India in 
even a pullout, before a global equity market 2013 and now offers ride-hailing in almost 100 
rout upended plans, the people added. A stock cities across the country, its website showed.
deal was favored in exploratory talks as that 

Conversations around an India deal had been incentives and cash subsidies.would allow Uber to retain a foothold in India, 
preliminary and the company could decide not Also Read: Uber Technologies revenue jumps the people said.Uber and its local-rival Ola had 
to revisit those options, the people said.83% to $5.8 billion as customers go outbeen struggling to eke out a profit in a rapidly 

Uber also sold its food-delivery business in India growing but price-sensitive market, where “Bloomberg’s reporting is categorically false. We 
to local rival Zomato Ltd. in 2020 in return for a have never explored exiting India — not even constant driver attrition was pressuring 
stake in the local startup. The US giant now for a minute,” company spokesperson Ruchica margins. A sale to a local operator could have 
competes mainly with Ola, which had selected mirrored similar deals it struck with Didi Tomar said in an emailed statement. Uber 
bankers to prepare for an initial public offering Global Inc. in China and Grab Holdings Ltd. in remains committed to India and continues to 
in Mumbai, Bloomberg News reported last Southeast Asia, where Uber ceded the markets hire people “aggressively.”
year. Uber announced in May that it would add but kept an equity stake in the dominant local Uber, whose shares have gyrated wildly since its 
500 tech workers this year to its Bangalore and player to tap future growth. The maneuvers 2019 IPO, has hived off money-losing 
Hyderabad engineering centers.ended costly turf wars waged with driver businesses to achieve its goal of being 

Gold, silver prices dip on MCX 
on June 23 | Check city-wise 
rates here
New Delhi The prices of gold and silver are 

trading on the lower side of the Multi 
Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Thursday.

Gold futures, maturing on August 5, 2022, 
stand at Rs 50,800 per 10 grams, recording a 
marginal dip of Rs 160 or 0.31 per cent. The 
previous close was recorded at Rs 50,904.

Similarly, silver futures, due on July 5, 2022, 
witnessed a downfall of Rs 396 or 0.65 per 
cent and were retailing at Rs 60,374 per kg 
on the MCX against the previous close of Rs 
60,648.The rate for 24-carat of gold was Rs 
51,990 per 10 grams for major cities such as 
Delhi and Kolkata, while in Bengaluru it is 
retailing at Rs 52,040.The rate of gold varies 
for different regions based on certain 
parameters such as the excise duty, making 
charges and the state taxes.

milk suppliers in Delhi-NCR, last week saidNew Delhi: Edible oil prices in the retail The department monitors prices for 22 
it has reduced prices of its cooking oils by upmarket have started easing with essential commodities (rice, wheat, 
to Rs 15 per litre with softening of rates insoftening of international rates and the atta, gram dal, tur (Arhar) dal, urad 
global markets. The company sells its edible government's timely intervention, Food dal, moong dal, masur dal, sugar, 
oils under the Dhara brand.Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey said on gur, groundnut oil, mustard oil, 

Wednesday. vanaspati, sunflower oil, soya oil, The price of Dhara mustard oil (1 litre poly
palm oil, tea, milk, potato, onion, pack) has been reduced from Rs 208 to RsAs per government data, the average retail 
tomato and salt) based on data 193 per litre.Dhara refined sunflower oil (1prices of packaged edible oils have ease 
collected from 167 market centres litre poly pack) will be sold at Rs 220 now slightly, except for groundnut oil, across 
sp read  ac ros s  t he  coun t ry  from Rs 235 per litre earlier. The rate of the country since the beginning of this 
representing North, West, East, Dhara refined soyabean oil (1 litre poly pack)month and are ruling between Rs 150 
S o u t h  a n d  N o r t h - e a s t e r n  will come down from Rs 209 to Rs 194.and 190 per kg.
regions.The retail and wholesale India imports more than 60 per cent of its edibleLast week, edible oil firms Adani Wilmar recently they cut the price by Rs 10-15 per 

prices of 22 commodities from 167 centres oil requirement.India's import of edible oiland Mother Dairy reduced the MRP litre.As per the data compiled by the 
are received daily from the State Civil remained almost flat at 131.3 lakh tonnes (maximum retail price) for different varieties Department of Consumer Affairs, the 
Supplies Departments of the respective state during the 2020-21 marketing yearof cooking oils by Rs 10-15 per litre. Both the average retail prices of groundnut oil 
governments through a mobile app (November-October), but in value terms, companies said the stock with new MRPs (packaged) stood at Rs 188.14 per kg on June 
developed by the Centre's Department of inwards shipments rose 63 per cent to recordwill hit the market shortly."Trends in edible 21 as against Rs 186.43 per kg on June 
Consumer Affairs. Rs 1.17 lakh crore, according to data oils prices are very positive due to the 1.Mustard oil rates have come down 

Adani Wilmar on Saturday cut the prices of its compiled by the Solvent Extractors'government's timely intervention and global marginally to Rs 180.85 on June 21 from Rs 
edible oils by Rs 10 per litre. The MRP of Association of India (SEA).The import ofdevelopments," Pandey told reporters. 183.68 per kg on June 1. Vanaspati price is 
Fortune refined Sunflower oil's 1-litre pack vegetable oils (edible and non-edible) duringNot only edible oils, retail wheat and wheat flat at Rs 165 per kg.The price of soya oil is 
has been reduced to Rs 210 from Rs 220 per first seven months of 2021-22 oil marketingflour prices are stable as well, he said, adding marginally down to Rs 167.67 from Rs 
litre. The MRP of Fortune Soyabean and year, ending October, rose 1 per cent to that regulations have been useful in keeping 169.65, while rate of sunflower dipped 
Fortune Kachi Ghani (mustard oil) 1-litre 77,68,990 tonnes compared to 76,77,998domestic prices in check.A senior food slightly to 189.99 from Rs 193 per kg.Palm 
packs has been reduced to Rs 195 from Rs tonnes in the corresponding period of theministry official said major edible oil brands oil rate has come down to Rs 152.52 per kg on 
205 per litre.Mother Dairy, one of the leading preceding oil year.have reduced MRP in phases and most June 21 from Rs 156.4 per kg on June 1.

Gold price Check gold rate in 
Delhi, Patna, Lucknow, 
Kolkata, Kanpur, Kerala and 
other cities

New Delhi. Vodafone Idea (Vi) has 
opted for a four year moratorium 
on payment of Rs 8837 crore in 
AGR dues in addition to one 
exercised last year. Similarly, the 
telecom company has the option to 
convert interest on deferred 
amount into additional equity to 
government.

The government is set to own 33 per 
cent stake in Vi following an earlier 
decision to convert interest with 
net present value of interest worth 
Rs 16,000 crore into equity.

In a stock exchange notification Vi 
said that it received a letter from 
government on June 15 offering 
four year moratorium for all AGR 
dues upto financial year 2018-19.

The company's board decided on 
Wednesday to defer the AGR dues 
of Rs 8,837 crore.

That amount is subject to revision on 
account of disposal of various 
representations and final amount 
has to be paid in six equal 
i n s t a l m e n t s  a f t e r  e n d  o f  
moratorium in March 2026.

Vi has to decide on conversion of 
interest on these AGR dues in 90 
d a y s . L a s t  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  
governmen t  gave  t e l ecom 
companies an option to defer AGR 
payments for four years as a part of 
its telecom reforms package. 
These covered dues upto 2016-17 
which were a part of the Supreme 
Court order. Vi opted for a 
moratorium on these dues last 
October.According to official data, 
telecom operators owe over Rs 
1.65 trillion to the government in 
adjusted gross revenue up to 
financial year 2018-19.The fresh 
calculation shows AGR liability on 
Bharti Airtel was Rs 31,280 crore, 
Vodafone Idea Rs 59,236.63 crore, 
Reliance Jio Rs 631 crore, BSNL 
Rs 16,224 crore, MTNL Rs 
5,009.1 crore up to financial year 
2018-19.The company in a 
separate filing said that its board 
has approved raising of Rs 436.21 
crore from Vodafone Group 
company Euro Pacific Securities 
through issue of preferential share 
at a unit price of Rs 10.2 apiece or 
warrants at the same price.

Vodafone Idea defers Rs 
8,837 crore AGR dues 
payment by four years

Some gaps in ILC recommendations on 
resolution process, say experts

Tax Searches On Ex-NSE Head Accused Of  
Sharing Info With Himalayan Yogi

Google News re-opens in Spain 
after eight-year shutdown

New Delhi Alphabet reopened Google News 
in Spain on Wednesday, eight years after it 
shut down the service because of a Spanish 
rule forcing the company and other news 
aggregators to pay publishers for using 
snippets of their news.

Madrid last year transposed European Union 
copyright rules, revamped in 2020, into 
legislation, allowing media outlets to 
negotiate directly with the tech giant.

The move prompted an announcement from 
Google last year that it would re-open 
Google News in the following year.

"Today, on the global 20th anniversary of 
Google News, and after an almost eight-year 
hiatus, Google News is returning to Spain," 
Fuencisla Clemares, vice president for 
Iberia, said in a blogpost.She said the 
company also planned to launch Google 
News Showcase, its vehicle for paying news 
publishers, as soon as possible in Spain.

She said the company also planned to launch 
Google News Showcase, its vehicle for 
paying news publishers, as soon as possible 
in Spain.

undesirable outcomes, and so allowing be netted right after a firm files for New Delhi  A report by the Insolvency Law 
such cases after approval of a resolution insolvency. “Nowadays, defaulting Committee (ILC) has said the resolution 
plan would be more efficient, the report companies start taking preemptive steps process of insolvent firms could be 
said. before filing for the Corporate expedited by continuing legal action 

Insolvency Resolution Process(CIRP). against improper or fraudulent transactions If an amendment is made to continue such 
This change would rectify that and make even after the corporate resolution process legal proceedings after completion of the 
the resolution process more effective,” has been completed.The report however resolution process, who will take it up? A 
Swaroop said.Another important aspect doesn’t say who should take charge of the resolution professional (RP) initially 
the report talks about is that secured legal action regarding such transactions, reports improper transactions and he/she 
creditors (who have stepped out of the said Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code is discharged after the resolution process 
liquidation process by choosing to realise (IBC) experts. The Committee cites is over. Then the successful bidder of the 
their interest elsewhere) should also be transactions that may be wrong or resolution plan acquires the insolvent 
required to  contr ibute  towards  fraudulent related to the insolvency process company.“The applicant might say that 
workmen’s dues. Sometimes such (avoidable transactions and improper they cannot pursue the avoidable 
creditors might choose to not put their trading). It considered the question whether transaction/improper trading litigation 
assets in the liquidation pool and choose legal action against such transactions s i n c e  i t  w a s  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  

successful resolution plan is implemented, other mechanisms for quicker recovery. should continue after the resolution process Professional(RP) who filed for the case. 
the NCLT can issue a notice stating that Even in such cases, the Committee has of an insolvent firm is over. The report After the completion of the resolution 
such cases are pending. The successful recommended that these creditors should noted two things would happen if they are process, the RP is discharged. In that sense, 
resolution applicant can then take over,” he pay the workmen.not. First, National Company Law the law should clearly state who should 
said.The Committee has also revised the Tribunals would have to end cases related to pursue the litigation,” said Abhishek “These workmen dues are of the past 24 
period during which improper or fraudulent such transactions before the approval of the Swaroop, partner at Saraf and Partners. months when the company was in distress 
transactions can be reported. Earlier, such resolution plan. Second, if such cases are and the workmen chose to remain with the In such a case, Swaroop said since the benefit 
transactions were vetted after the resolution not resolved till the completion of the company in its critical time. This is a of the resolution has gone to the resolution 
process had started. Now, the Committee resolution process, they would be termed socially adept change. It recognises the applicant/successful bidder, he/she should 
recommends that such transactions should unnecessary.Both cases would lead to distress of the workmen,” Swaroop said.pursue such legal proceedings. “Once a 

New Delhi: Gold prices bounced back on 
Thursday. The price of 22 carat of gold rose 
by Rs 200 to Rs 47,650 per 10 grams as 
against its previous close of Rs 47,450. 
Meanwhile the price of 24 carat of gold was 
also trading higher by Rs 230. The price of 
24 carat of gold stood at Rs 51,990 as against 
its previous close of Rs 51,760.

Gold prices inched lower on Thursday, 
pressured by expectations of aggressive 
interest rate hikes after the U.S. Federal 
Reserve chief doubled down on the central 
bank`s fight against inflation. Spot gold was 
down 0.2% at $1,832.91 per ounce by 0239 
GMT. U.S. gold futures fell 0.2% to 
$1,834.30, said a Reuters report.

Here are the indicative price of 22 Carat Gold 
Today, 23 June 2022 (except GST, TCS, and 
other levies)Gold price in the national 
capital on Wednesday fell by Rs 205 to Rs 
50,487 per 10 gram in line with a decline in 
international rates of the precious metal. In 
the previous trade, the yellow metal settled 
at Rs 50,692 per 10 gram. Silver also 
tumbled by Rs 926 to Rs 59,959 per kg from 
Rs 60,885 per kg in the previous trade.

(Disclaimer: The prices are just indicative 
collected from various sources. You must 
collate the price with your jeweller before 
investing/purchasing.)

RBI may have boosted forwards intervention 
to slow rupee fall, save reserve

Reliance Industries seeks new 
technologies to make cheaper 
green hydrogen
New Delhi  Reliance Industries Ltd., 

controlled by Indian billionaire Mukesh 
Ambani, is assessing new technologies for 
making electrolyzers in its efforts to 
produce low-cost green hydrogen in the 
country.As part of the push, the company 
also plans to bid for any production-linked 
incentives the government may offer to 
encourage the technology, Kapil  
Maheshwari, president for new energy at 
Reliance, said at the BloombergNEF 
summit in New Delhi on Wednesday.Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government 
unveiled the first phase of its green 
hydrogen policy in February, offering a 
range of incentives for companies to set up 
projects. India is considering offering more 
“sweeteners” for producers, Power and 
Renewable Energy Minister Raj Kumar 
Singh said last week.Green hydrogen has 
drawn tens of billions of dollars in 
investment commitments from investors, 
including Ambani and rival tycoon 
Gautam Adani. The fuel, produced by 
splitting water with the help of clean 
energy like wind power, is seen as critical 
to decarbonizing hard-to-abate industries 
such as oil refineries and steel mills, 
helping meet global targets to zero out 
e m i s s i o n s  a n d  f i g h t  g l o b a l  
warming.Maheshwari said India needs to 
provide certainty about policies and help 
build a market for green hydrogen by 
requiring some industries to purchase the 
fuel, a step the government is already 
discussing.Reliance will pursue an 
aggressive target to produce green 
hydrogen at $1 per kilogram by the end of 
this decade, Ambani said last year. At the 
time, the cost of producing the fuel was 
between $2.22 and $4.62 a kilogram in 
India.
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the red ring (7-7). At the 
halfway mark of the game, 
Deepika managed to score 
only 323 points.

Deepika also shot 18 perfect 
10s at the halfway mark, 
one behind Gahyun and it 
showed how inconsistent 
she was.Deepika went 
down the barrel in the final 
set of 36 arrows, where 
she managed to score 315 
points, after hitting five 7s 'New Delhi Archer Deepika Kumari 
and one 6 to finish her flattered to deceive in the qualifying 
journey in the qualifying round after she finished 37th behind 
round. The veteran had a Ankita Bhakat in the World Cup Stage 
share of 11 perfect 10s in the second round. Deepika is set to lock 3 on Wednesday, June 22.Deepika, the 

the final-half.Ankita (644), placed 31, horns with Chiara Rebagliati in her first World No.3, made her India comeback 
was the best among the Indian women as round.after her poor show in the Tokyo 
she made the mixed pair team with 27th The former World No.1 failed to live up to Olympics 2020. She shot 638 in the 72-
placed Tarundeep Rai (670).Pravin expectations. After she started off with arrow qualification round, 37 points 
Jadhav, who was also returning after the four 10s, which included two X (closest to behind Lee Gahyun of Korea. Gahyun 
Tokyo Olympics last year, finished 30th the centre) and a 9, Deepika hit the black finished on top of the women's recurve 
with 668 points. The very experienced ring (4) and misfired in the last arrow of section.A poor ranking meant that 
Jayanta Talukdar (667), in the meantime, the fifth end.Deepika got a tough draw as she is likely 
took the 32nd spot as the recurve men's to face Korea’s Choi Misun, who won the She couldn’t find any sort of rhythm as she 
team secured the eight seeding in the gold medal in the 2016 Rio Olympics in ended the first-half by shooting twice in 
draw.

'New Delhi American legend Chris Evert 
believes that Australian Nick Kyrgios 
could have a breakthrough at the 
upcoming Wimbledon, which begins on 
June 27.

The 27-year-old often bamboozles his 
opponents with a number of incredible 
shots, but it is his on-court antics and 
run-ins with umpires that overpowers 
his talent.

However, the 18-time Grand Slam 
champion Evert said that she has been 
impressed by what she has seen from 
Kyrgios and added that the Australian 
seems more committed in his game.

"I've been watching him a lot since I've 
been bedridden with Covid," Evert, who 
last month finished chemotherapy for 
stage one ovarian cancer, was quoted as 
saying."I feel like since the Australian 

belief in himself now."Evert further said beat Serbia's Laslo Djere 5-7, 7-6(1), 7-Open, where he won the doubles title 
that Kyrgios' commitment to the game 6(1) at the Mallorca Championships on and he had that match with Medvedev, 
was in doubt instead of his talent. June 21 before withdrawing from the something clicked in him because lately 

tournament due to pain in his abdominal "When everyone said, 'Why isn't it when I see him play, he seems more 
muscle.happening, he's lazy' and they criticized committed in his game.

Nick, I always said it will come in his The 2022 Wimbledon will take place from "Yes, we still see the occasional arguing 
own time. When he wants it, it's all his ... June 27 to July 10. The draw for the with the umpire, but it's not happening as 
and it seems like it is getting nearer to Championships will be announced on much. He seems fitter and like he has 
that time."Kyrgios came from behind to Friday (June 24).

Wimbledon: When I see Nick Kyrgios play, he seems more 
committed in his game - American legend Chris Evert

NED vs ENG: Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler 
back Eoin Morgan to rediscover his form - 

He's a phenomenal leader
'New Delhi  Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler have backed 

Eoin Morgan to come good and reckoned that the 
southpaw will be back to his very best going forward.

On Wednesday, June 22, England handed Netherlands a 
3-0 defeat with an eight-wicket victory in the third and 
final match of their ODI series at the VRA Ground in 
Amstelveen.The left-handed Morgan had a torrid time 
in the series after scoring two back-to-back ducks. He 
missed the third match due to a groin injury and Buttler 
led the Three Lions.It’s almost been a year since the 
35-year-old batter scored a half-century in limited-
overs cricket for the Brits. His poor run of form has 
also raised questions about his selection for the T20 
World Cup later this year in Australia.

"Well, he's only had two low scores so I wouldn't say he's 
going through a hard time at the moment," England 
Test captain Stokes was quoted as saying to the 
reporters."I think the press are the only ones giving 
him a hard time and I think the players have shown it's 
not an issue with them."People are allowed to not score 
many runs and more than that, he's our captain. He's a 
phenomenal leader and always will be, so I've got no 
issues with anything going on with him at the 
moment," Stokes added.

IRE vs IND | Here we go: Yuzvendra 
Chahal and Ruturaj Gaikwad leave for 2 

T20Is against Ireland
'New Delhi After nearly four years, team India is touring 

Ireland to play a two-match T20I series. The team will be 
led by Hardik Pandya, who guided new entrants Gujarat 
Titans to the IPL 2022 glory in their maiden season.

The matches will take place on June 26 and 28 in Dublin and 
start at 9 pm (IST).Yuzvendra Chahal and Ruturaj 
Gaikwad, the members of the touring party, shared their 
excitement with their fans about the forthcoming series. 
Among the two, only Chahal is the one who had played 
the previous series against Ireland in 2018, which India 
won 2-0.The legspinner took six wickets in two T20Is 
against Ireland in 2018, whereas Hardik Pandya dazzled 
with his nine-ball 32 not out in the second T20I. In the 
recently concluded IPL 2022, Chahal finished as the 
highest wicket-taker, taking 27 wickets in 17 outings for 
Rajasthan Royals.Meanwhile, top-order batter Gaikwad 
scored 368 runs in 14 matches at a strike rate of 126.46 for 
Chennai Super Kings. He missed a century by a whisker 
against SunRisers Hyderabad.

India squad: Hardik Pandya (c), Bhuvneshwar Kumar (vc), 
Ishan Kishan, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Sanju Samson, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Venkatesh Iyer, Deepak Hooda, 
Rahul Tripathi, Dinesh Karthik (wicket-keeper), 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar Patel, Ravi Bishnoi, Harshal 
Patel, Avesh Khan, Arshdeep Singh, Umran MalikIreland 
squad: Andrew Balbirnie (c), Mark Adair, Curtis 
Campher, Gareth Delany, George Dockrell, Stephen 
Doheny, Josh Little, Andrew McBrine, Barry McCarthy, 
Conor Olphert, Paul Stirling, Harry Tector, Lorcan 
Tucker, Craig Young.

'New Delhi  coming in next, it's probably the toughest Right-handed batter Steve Smith 
said that he is working on improving his thing to face a reversing ball on those kinds 

of wickets against some good bowlers in game while facing quality spin bowling. 
(Shaheen) Afridi and Hasan Ali.”"So it's Earlier this year, the veteran played three 
playing the game and being patient and Tests against Pakistan, where he was 
playing the tempo, which we spoke a lot Australia’s second-highest run-scorer in the 
about in Pakistan; against the new ball you series after Usman Khawaja. Smith scored 
can play a few more shots, like I did in the 226 runs from four innings at an average of 
third Test when I got in a little bit earlier, and 56.50.While he scored three half-centuries, 
got some boundaries away early,” he Smith was disappointed after he failed to 
stated.But then when the ball gets a bit convert even one of them. The New South 
softer, it's reversing, you have to rein it back Wales-born cricketer said that playing shots 
in until you get your moment to go a bit more against spin-bowling and putting pressure on 
aggressive.”But against the spin, I know I've the opposition is the best way forward.
got a few more shots that I can potentially Smith put forth his opinions before Australia’s 
bring out and put a bit more pressure back on two-match Test series against Sri Lanka, set 
the bowler," Smith added.to get underway on Wednesday, June 29 at 

Smith has been among the greatest batters in the Galle International Stadium.
Test cricket in his era, having scored 8010 "I probably had three opportunities to get 

been a bit more aggressive against the spin Unplayable Podcast. runs from 85 matches at an average of 59.77 hundreds in Pakistan, I just didn't quite 
over there, and played a few more shots,” "But I was also batting at stages where the ball with 27 centuries and 36 half-centuries to convert them. I feel like my plans were in a 
Smith was quoted as saying on The was reversing quite big and I know as a batter show for his efforts. pretty decent place, but I could've potentially 

Ranji Trophy Final: Sarfaraz Khan 
suffers a nasty mid-pitch collision 
with Madhya Pradesh bowler

New Delhi 

trophies he won; a legend, for sure, 
but also a modern-day Liverpool 
icon.

Klopp added: "I respect completely his 
decision and I’m sure our supporters 
do also. If you love LFC, you have to 
love Sadio non-negotiable. It is 
possible to do this while accepting 
our loss is Bayern’s gain. We wish 
him nothing but success in every 
match he plays in, unless, of course, 
it’s against us. His star will continue 
to rise, I have no doubts."Mane left 
Liverpool after helping the side to 
reach Champions League glory in 
2019 and the Premier League title in 
2020. He won the Club World Cup 
(2019), FA Cup (2022) and Carabao 
Cup (2022) with Liverpool. He 
scored 120 goals in 269 games in all 
competitions during his time at 
Anfield.Liverpool have signed 
Darwin Nunez from Benfica for a 

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp anticipated signing on Wednesday (June 22). "He leaves with our gratitude and our love. He fee worth upto 100 million euros. The 22-
hailed Sadio Mane as a modern-day icon and leaves with his status among the greats Reflecting on Mane's impact at Anfield, Klopp year-old Uruguayan Nunez will replace 
added that the Senegalese is one of the guaranteed. And, yes, he leaves in a moment told Liverpoolfc.com: "It’s a big moment. Mane at Anfield. Mohamed Salah will 
greatest players of the Premier League club. where he is one of the best players in world There is no point in anyone trying to pretend remain with Liverpool for at least one more 

Mane joined Bayern Munich on a three-year football. But we must not dwell on what we otherwise. One of Liverpool’s greatest ever season. The club has also signed Fabio 
contract after six seasons with Liverpool, the now lose, instead celebrate what we were players is leaving and we must acknowledge Carvalho and Calvin Ramsay.
Bundesliga champions confirmed the much- privileged to have. The goals he scored, the how significant this is.

SL vs AUS: Steve Smith looks to make changes in approach 
while playing spin - I know I have got a few more shots

'New Delhi Mumbai batter Sarfaraz Khan, on 
Thursday, June 23, suffered a nasty mid-
pitch collision with Madhya Pradesh fast 
bowler Gaurav Yadav during the second day 
of the Ranji Trophy final at the M. 
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bangalore.

During the 105th over of the Mumbai innings, 
his head crashed on to Yadav’s shoulders. 
The batter was looking at the ball going 
away to the boundary, but didn’t notice that 
the bowler was on his way. After he collided 
with Yadav, Sarfaraz sat on the ground and 
winced in pain.He was seen holding the side 
of his head. Thereafter, the Mumbai doctor 
rushed on to the field and treated the batter, 
who was batting on 70. After getting treated, 
Sarfaraz stood back on his feet and resumed 
his innings. Luckily for him, he didn’t 
sustain a major injury.Sarfaraz was unbeaten 
on 40 at the close of play on the first day. In 
the first session on Day 2, the youngster 
notched a patient half-century off 152 balls. 
He took his time in the middle and showed 
an immense amount of character in the 
crunch match.Sarfaraz is currently 
Mumbai’s leading run-scorer in the series. In 
fact, he is also the top run-getter of the 
tournament. Before the final, he had scored 
three centuries and two half-centuries, 
giving an account of the stupendous skills he 
possesses.

Sarfaraz came into the Ranji knockout after 
playing some handy knocks for the Delhi 
Capitals (DC), led by Rishabh Pant, in the 
2022 edition of the Indian Premier League 
(IPL).

One of Liverpool's greatest ever players: Jurgen Klopp 
hails Sadio Mane as a modern-day icon of the club

Deepika Kumari slips to 37th in qualifying round of Archery World Cup Stage 3
Archer Deepika 
Kumari, the World 
No.3, made her India 
comeback after her 
poor show in the 
Tokyo Olympics last 
year.

'New Delhi Former world no.1 Serena 
Williams's return to professional tennis is 
going from strength to strength as she and 
world no.3 Ons Jabeur reached the women's 
doubles  semi-f inal  a t  Eas tbourne  
International.

Williams and Jabeur defeated Shuko Aoyama 
and Chan Hao-ching in straight sets 6-2, 6-4 
on Wednesday (June 22). After a one-year 
layoff, Williams shrugged off the rustiness in 
her first doubles match to make for a winning 
combination - officially called 'ONSRENA' - 
with Jabeur.

"I have had some really good training leading 
up to Wimbledon and up to this tournament, 
and really hitting the ball well and just 
working out, and it has been working. It has 
just been connecting. ... I feel like I have been 
serving well so that has been really good. 
Working really hard on that," Williams was 
quoted as saying after the match.Jabeur 
added: "We played much better (than in the 
opening round). I think we are getting used to 
each other now. I am ready for more 
tournaments, to be honest with you 
(Williams). I think I am learning from the 
best how to serve much better."Williams 
surprisingly confirmed last week that she 
will be participating in the upcoming 
Wimbledon, where she has received a singles 
wildcard entry. The 23-time Grand Slam 
champion had not played competitive tennis 
since retiring out from last year's Wimbledon 
in the first-round match against Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich. She suffered a hamstring injury at 
the Championships, where she has won 
seven titles so far.The 2022 Wimbledon will 
take place from June 27 to July 10. The draw 
for the Championships will be announced on 
Friday (June 24).

World Cup-winning England off-
spinner Laura Marsh retires from 
all forms of cricket

Liverpool forward Mohamed Salah said that 
Sadio Mane, the former member of the 
Premier League club, will be missed by 
everyone at Anfield.The Senegalese joined 

Bayern Munich on a three-year contract 
after six seasons with Liverpool, the 
Bundesliga champions confirmed the 
much-anticipated signing."It’s been quite a 
ride! Thank you for all the good times and I 
wish you all the best in your new adventure! 
You will be missed by all of us," Salah 
tweeted.Mane left the Premier League club 
Liverpool after helping the side to reach 
Champions League glory in 2019 and the 
Premier League title in 2020. He won the 
Club World Cup (2019), FA Cup (2022) and 
Carabao Cup (2022) with Liverpool. During 
his time at Anfield, he scored 120 goals in 
269 games in all competitions.

Mane scripted history for his national team, 
becoming Senegal's all-time top scorer 
earlier this month. He achieved the feat 
during an Africa Cup of Nations 
qualification match against Benin, where he 
netted all the goals in Senegal's 3-1 
victory.Meanwhile, Liverpool have signed 
Darwin Nunez from Benfica for a fee worth 
upto 100 million euros. The 22-year-old 
Uruguayan Nunez will replace Mane at 
Anfield. Salah will remain with Liverpool 
for at least one more season.

ZSadio Mane scored 
120 goals in 269 
games in all 
competitions during 
his time at Anfield. He 
helped Liverpool win 
the Champions 
League in 2019 and 
the Premier League 
title in 2020.

You will be missed by all of us: 

Liverpool's Mohamed Salah pens 

a heartfelt message for former 

teammate Sadio Mane
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New Delhi. The 38th edition of the 
IndiaIndonesia Coordinated Patrol 
(IND-INDO CORPAT) between the 
Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy is 
being conducted from June 13 to 24.

The Indian Naval Ship INS Karmuk, an 
indigenously built missile corvette based 
at the Andaman and Nicobar Command, 
along with a Dornier Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft, is participating in the CORPAT 
while the Indonesian Navy is being 
represented by KRI Cut Nyak Dien, a 
Kapitan Pattimura (PARCHIM I) class 
corvette.

Maritime interaction between India and 
Indonesia has expanded substantially 
with frequent port visits, participation in 
bilateral and multilateral exercises and 
training exchanges. Under the broad 
ambit  of  this  s t rong mari t ime 
relationship, the two navies have been 
carrying out CORPATs along the 
International Maritime Boundary Line institutional measures to prevent of the Andaman and Nicobar Command.
(IMBL) every year since 2002 with the unlawful activities at sea as well as The Indonesian warship during its three-
aim of keeping this vital part of the Indian conduct Search and Rescue (SAR) day port call at Port Blair, participated in 
Ocean Region safe and secure for operations. The current edition of the multiple activities including professional 
commercial shipping and international IND-INDO CORPAT commenced on discussions, a pre-sail conference and 
trade. June 13 with the arrival of KRI Cut Nyak various sports fixtures. The sea phase for 

Dien at Port Blair on the Andaman and The CORPAT has also strengthened the 38th edition of CORPAT was 
Nicobar islands. The opening ceremony understanding and interoperability undertaken on June 21 and 22 along the 
was conducted on June 14 under the aegis between the navies and facilitated IMBL in the Andaman Sea.

NEWS BOX

Delhi Police trying to locate pregnant 
woman who went missing from hospital

Pre-dawn earthquake in 
Karnataka sends 

residents into tizzy

Indian Navy, Shipping 
Directorate General sign 

landmark MoU

New Delhi. An earthquake measuring 3.4 on 
the Richter scale shook parts of Hassan 
district and neighbouring regions in 
Karnataka in the wee hours of Thursday, a 
disaster management official said.

The earthquake was also felt in many villages 
near Somwarpet in Kodagu district. People 
ran out of their houses following the tremor.

According to Karnataka State Disaster 
Management Authority Commissioner, 
Manoj Rajan,  the epicentre was 
Maluganahalli village under Nagaranahalli 
village panchayat in Holenarasipura Taluk 
of Hassan district.

He said as per the seismic intensity map of the 
said earthquake from the epicentre, the 
intensity observed is moderate and the 
tremor may be felt up to a maximum radial 
distance of 40-50 kms from the epicentre.

“This type of earthquake does not create any 
harm to the local community, although 
there might be slight shaking observed 
locally. As the epicentre falls in Seismic 
Zone-II, the chances of the occurrence of 
earthquakes are very less and the possibility 
of damage is low.

"As the region is void of any structural 
discontinuities as per the tectonic map, the 
community need not panic as the intensity 
observed is moderate and not destructive,” 
the commissioner explained.

Indian Navy conducts coordinated 
patrol with Indonesian Navy

Raghav Chadha leaving the seat after being New Delhi. The voting for bypolls to three Bypolls for the Sangrur LS seat began on 
elected to the Rajya Sabha recently.Lok Sabha seats and seven Assembly seats is Thursday morning. While the ruling AAP 

scheduled across five states and Delhi is has fielded Gurmel Singh, the main Uttar Pradesh
being held on Thursday. The bypolls are opposition Congress has fielded former In Uttar Pradesh, two Lok Sabha seats, 
underway in Delhi, Punjab, Tripura, Uttar Dhuri MLA Dalvir Singh Goldy.Rampur and Azamgarh, are going for 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand Barnala MLA Kewal Dhillon, who joined the bypolls today. The bypolls to the Azamgarh 
today and the counting of votes will take party on June 4, is the BJP's pick for the seat were necessitated by the resignation of 
place on June 26. In May, the Election bypoll elections. Shiromani Akali Dal Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav, 
Commission released the schedule for the (Amristar) chief Simranjit Singh Mann is who was elected to the Uttar Pradesh 
bypolls to the parliamentary and assembly also in the fray.Legislative Assembly as an MLA in the 
constituencies in five states and Delhi. elections earlier this year.On the other hand, Tripura

has fielded Durgesh Pathak against BJP Here are the states and constituencies where Rampur seat was vacated by senior SP The bypoll elections in Tripura will be held in 
former councillor Rajesh Bhatia and the bypolls are taking place: leader Azam Khan, who too was elected to Agartala, Town Bardowali , Surma and 
Congress’s Prem Lata. the state Assembly.Delhi Jubarajnagar seats across 222 polling 

Delhi Chief Electoral Officer Ranbir Singh The BJP has fielded Ghanshyam Singh Lodhi The voting is underway for the bypoll to stations. The main contest is in Bardowali 
was quoted by PTI as saying that mock polls from Rampur. SP has fielded Asim Raja. The Rajinder Nagar seat in Delhi, which is where Chief Minister Manik Saha is 
were held at all polling stations and voting Azamgarh seat will see a triangular contest largely seen as a battle between AAP and contesting against Congress's Asish Saha.
h a s  b e g u n  u n d e r  t i g h t  s e c u r i t y  among BJP's Dinesh Lal Yadav 'Nirhua', a BJP for the crucial assembly constituency. A The bypoll to Jubarajnagar was necessitated 
arrangements. Six companies of CAPF have famous Bhojpuri actor-singer, SP's total of 1,64,698 voters are eligible to as CPI(M) MLA Ramendra Chandra 
also been deployed. The bypoll was Dharmendra Yadav and BSP's Shah Alam.exercise their franchise in the bye-election, Debnath died. 
necessitated in the wake of AAP leader in which 14 candidates are in the fray. AAP Punjab

The voting for bypolls to three Lok Sabha seats and seven Assembly seats is being held today. The 
counting of votes will be done on June 26. Details here.

resolutions touching upon making the order of the single judge. The CJ New Delhi.The Madras High Court, 
amendments to party bye-laws to nominated Justice Duraiswamy and on Thursday, ruled that no 
abolish co-ordinator and joint co- Sundar Mohan as the judges to make a unannounced resolutions could be 
ordinator posts and restoring the special sitting and hear the appeal.taken up at the meeting of the 
general secretary post to pave the AIADMK general and executive JUBILATION IN OPS CAMP
way for a single leadership shall be councils. This restrains the camp led Accordingly, the bench sat at the senior 
taken up.by joint coordinator Edappadi K judge's residence and commenced the 

Palaniswami (EPS) from initiating It was a day of events providing hearing around 1 am and passed its orders 
any move over the single leadership contrasting jubilation for party around 4 am today, which effectively led 
issue. leaders and their cadres. Around 9 to joy and jubilation in the OPS camp.

pm on Wednesday, Justice Krishnan The meeting of the main opposition The internal rumblings of the AIADMK 
Ramaswamy, in his brief order, party's general council, its highest over the single leadership issue, with a 

senior judge's residence, on an appeal permitted the meeting, but refrained decision-making body, is slated at a majority of district secretaries and others 
against a single judge order. from restraining the EPS group from marriage hall in Vanagaram, near Chennai. favouring EPS to take over the mantle, had 

taking up any other fresh resolutions, ‘NO AMENDMENT TO BYELAWS’In a late-night hearing that stretched till prompted Panneerselvam to write to the 
which would ultimately result in unitary early Thursday, a special division bench of As per the latest order of the bench, the former seeking deferring today's meeting, 
leadership. The aggrieved group met Justices M Duraiswamy and Sundar meeting can take place as scheduled and even as speculations were rife that the GC 
Chief Justice MN Bhandari and obtained Mohan granted relief to party co-ordinator the already decided 23 resolutions can be and EC could discuss the matter to affect 
his permission to prefer an appeal against O Panneerselvam at a special sitting at the taken up and adopted. No other new the unitary leadership.

No unannounced resolutions to be taken up at AIADMK general 
council meeting, says Madras HC; OPS camp jubilant

The Madras High Court has ruled that no unannounced resolutions can be taken up at the AIADMK general 

council meeting on June 23. This restrains the camp, led by joint coordinator Edappadi Palaniswami, from 

initiating any move to take over as the single leader.

Voting begins for bypolls to 3 Lok Sabha seats, 7 
Assembly seats; counting on June 26

New Delhi. A landmark Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was signed between the 
Indian Navy (IN) and the Directorate General 
(DG) of Shipping on June 20 to facilitate the 
transition of Indian Navy personnel - both serving 
and retired - into the Merchant Navy.

Through this MoU, DG Shipping has envisioned 
certification of IN personnel in accordance with 
the International STCW (Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers) 
conventions. This will help fulfil the prime 
minister’s vision of expanding the Indian 
presence and shares in global seafarers. The MoU 
is also in line with the central government’s focus 
on the maritime domain including the blue 
economy as the optimal utilisation of skilled and 
trained human resources.

The DG Shipping issued the detailed procedures to 
bring the transition into effect through a DGS 
order 17 of 2022. The order duly acknowledges 
the naval sea service and advanced training 
undergone by the IN personnel and covers almost 
all the officers’ and sailors’ cadres of the IN, both 
in the nautical as well as technical domain.

The scheme would require the naval personnel to 
acquire a certificate of competence - which is 
recognised globally - after undergoing relevant 
bridging courses and examinations and a 
minimum merchant ship sea service in certain 
cases as mandated by STCW provisions. This 
would aid IN personnel in a smooth transition to 
various designations on-board merchant ships, 
both in India as well as in shipping companies 
across the globe.

The transition schemes, which have been 
formulated after due diligence and taking into 
consideration a host of factors including 
international regulations, have introduced 
various provisions which offer a direct transition 
to IN personnel even up to the apex ranks in the 
Merchant Navy.

New Delhi.A pregnant woman, search, even doctors and 
who was admitted to Lal hospital personnel were 
Bahadur Shastri hospital in unable to ascertain 
Delhi on Wednesday, has where the pregnant 
gone missing from within the woman would have 
premises. The woman’s gone.
family has sought the help of After this, the family 
the police, which have begun informed the police and 
operations to trace her. sought their help. Police 

On Wednesday morning, Rajni, have started to trace out 
who was  f ive  months  how the woman had 
pregnant, was admitted to Lal disappeared from the 
Bahadur Shastri Hospital hospital.  When the 
after her health deteriorated. family tried to talk to the 
Around 5 pm, the husband, hospital administration 
Vinod and his niece went out on the matter, all the 

Soon, relatives began looking for the to have some food, and when they officials were reportedly shying away 
woman for several hours, but they were returned, they discovered that the from responsibility and refused to say 
unable to find any clues. After a long pregnant woman was missing. anything.

The Indian Navy and the Directorate 
General of Shipping signed a landmark 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 
facilitate the transition of Navy personnel 

into the Merchant Navy. 

India Sees Surge In 
Covid Infections; 38 
Deaths Reported In 

Last 24 Hours
New Delhi.  With a surge in the cases of 

coronavirus infection in India, the country 
reported as many as 13,313 new cases of 
Covid-19 on Thursday in the last 24 hours, as 
compared to the 12,249 cases on Wednesday, 
informed the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare.According to the Ministry, 10,972 
people have recovered from the infection 
which took the total number of recoveries to 
4,27,36,027 at the rate of 98.6 per cent.

With the recorded cases, India's active 
caseload now stands at 83,990 at the rate of 
0.19 per cent. As per the Health Ministry, the 
country's daily positivity rate stands at 2.03 
per cent, while the weekly positivity rate 
remained at 2.81 per cent.

Thierty-eight people have died in the last 24 
hours due to the infection, taking the total 
number of deaths to 5,24,941. Cumulatively, 
85.94 crore covid tests have been conducted 
in the country so far, of which 6,56,410 tests 
were conducted in the last 24 hours only.

According to the Health Ministry, 196.62 crore 
vaccine doses against the Coronavirus 
infection have been administered so far 
under the Nationwide Vaccination Drive of 
the Union Government. As part of the 
nat ionwide vaccinat ion drive,  the 
Government of India has been supporting the 
States and UTs by providing them with 
COVID Vaccines free of cost. In the new 
phase of the universalization of the 
COVID19 vaccination drive, the Union 
Government will procure and supply (free of 
cost) 75 per cent of the vaccines being 
produced by the vaccine manufacturers in the 
country to States and Uts. Amid the recent 
surge reported in COVID-19 cases across the 
country, the Health Ministry of India on June 
9 urged States and Union Territories to not 
lower their guards and strictly maintain the 
COVID appropriate behaviour. 

AIIMS Delhi director 
Randeep Guleria likely 
to remain in charge for 

next few months
New Delhi. AIIMS-Delhi director Dr 

Randeep Guleria is likely to continue to lead 
the charge for a few more months as a PM-
led panel has asked for a wider range of 
names to appoint the next AIIMS Delhi 
director to the post.

The tenure of Dr Guleria, was slated to end on 
March 24 but was extended by three months 
till June 24, as the PM-led panel was in the 
process of scrutinising candidates for the 
major post. India Today has learnt that the 
names proposed earlier were sent for wider 
consultative feedback. However, more 
names are now being sought.

NAMES SUGGESTED FOR THE POST
The three AIIMS doctors whose names were 

recommended earlier were Nikhil Tandon, 
head of the department of endocrinology, 
Rajesh Malhotra, Chief of AIIMS Trauma 
Centre and the head of the department of 
orthopaedics and Pramod Garg, professor in 
the gastroenterology department.

The names that were shortlisted earlier by the 
search cum selection committee and 
approved by the institute body were sent to 
the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) for approval.

The Appointments committee of the cabinet 
headed by the Prime Minister has therefore 
sought more names. Until such time, Dr 
Randeep Guleria will continue to hold the 
post at AIIMS Delhi, according to sources.

New Delhi, Friday, 24 June, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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