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Maharashtra crisis: NCP stabbed Sena in the back,
discussions with CM on this were in vain, says rebel MLA

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Pune, June 25: Rebel Shiv Sena MLA
Mahesh Shinde from Satara district in
Maharashtra on Saturday said the NCP, one
of the three constituents of the ruling MVA,
had stabbed his party in the back and that
he and others had raised the issue with
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray without
success. Shinde, legislator from Koregaon
seat, is currently in Guwahati with Eknath
Shinde, who is leading a rebellion against
Thackeray since June 21, his main demand
being that the party withdraw from the
MVA, which also comprises the NCP and
Congress. Mahesh Shinde, in a recorded
message, accused Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar of discriminating against Sena
MLAs in development fund allocation.
"During a meeting with Chief Minister
saheb at Varsha bungalow in the presence of
some officials, we sought details about the
funds allocated to our constituencies. The
officials gave wrong numbers about the
funds. The CM was surprised when we told
him about the real figures," he said in the

recorded message. "The CM told officials
they and NCP leaders had betrayed the

party. But despite this, no change was wit-
nessed thereafter. While Shiv Sena MLAs

were given funds worth Rs 50 crore to Rs 55
crore for their constituencies, NCP MLAs

received Rs 700 crore to Rs 800 crore,"
Shinde alleged. He said NCP MLAs, who

were earlier defeated by Sena leaders, were
given more funds and many legislators from
the Uddhav-led party were not invited to
official functions. "We had three meetings
with the CM, who assured us there would
be improvement (in the allocation of funds).
He had given 'stay' on several things but the
deputy chief minister did not acknowledge
such stay orders. On the contrary, the CM's
stay orders were thrown into the dustbin
and developments works of our opponents
were given priority," he claimed. Shinde
said Maharashtra NCP chief Jayant Patil
would visit constituencies of Sena MLAs
and openly claim the future legislator from
the region would be from his party and not
from the Sena. "We apprised the CM of such
issues and he assured us these would stop
but in vain. In such a situation, it was diffi-
cult for us to work. The NCP, while talking
about the MVA staying united, was actually
stabbing the Shiv Sena in the back," Shinde
said. It was due to this anger over the NCP's
role that disgruntled legislators assembled
under the leadership of Eknath Shinde, the
Koregaon MLA said. 

Punjab to bring in law and order reforms: CM Bhagwant
Mann; reiterates govt commitment to eliminate gangsters

Naresh Malhotra

Chandigarh, June 25: Reiterating the
commitment of his government to elimi-
nate gangsters from Punjab, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Saturday
announced to introduce comprehensive
law and order reforms. Winding up the
discussion on Governor's address in the
Vidhan Sabha, the Chief Minister said the
government is duty bound to curb gang-
ster activities. He said the need of the hour
is to bring comprehensive law and order
reforms. Mann said the government will
soon introduce witness protection Bill and
modify jails of the state into high-security
jails. The Chief Minister said the govern-
ment has already set up the Anti-Gangster
Task Force headed by an ADGP-rank offi-
cer. He said the task force has been direct-
ed to adopt zero tolerance towards gang-
sters and work without any fear and preju-
dice, adding the force is being equipped
with advance facilities and resources for
this purpose. Mann said the Special Task

Force (STF) in coordination with district
police, intelligence wing and Central agen-
cies is launching need-based
operations to check cross-bor-
der smuggling of narcotics and
weapons. The Chief Minister
said the corruption-free gover-
nance is at the core of the
ethos of the government,
which has been duly proved in
its actions in the last 100 days.
He said an anti-corruption
helpline was launched within
the first few days of forming
the government and in just a
short period of time, 29 cases
have been registered and 47
arrests have been made. Mann
said the government has
exhibited a zero-tolerance poli-
cy against corruption by initiating an
action against its own Cabinet minister.
"The walls of this House have seen so
many governments but none of them has
initiated action against corruption to this

extent in the past," he added. On educa-
tion, the Chief Minister announced to

introduce multi-pronged improvements,
adding government schools will be trans-
formed into 'Schools of Eminence'. To
ensure that students get quality and
affordable education, the government is

committed not only to building the state-
of-art government schools, but also to reg-

ulate the fees of private
schools by not allowing them
to enhance their fees arbitrar-
ily from this year. Mann said
a no-objection certificate of
the schools found violating
the Fee Act of 2016 would be
cancelled and a fine of Rs 1
lakh would be imposed. Also,
the schools are no longer
allowed to force parents to
buy books or uniforms from
any particular shop. He said
though teachers form the
core of providing quality edu-
cation to the children, the
welfare of teachers have
often been neglected by the

successive governments. Mann said the
government has already started process of
filing vacant posts and the recruitment of
5,994 ETT teachers and 8,393 pre-primary
teachers is under process.

Will exchange views on energy, food security,
counter-terrorism: PM Modi ahead of G7 summit

Nashir Husain

New Delhi, June 25: Ahead of his visit
to Germany for the G7 summit, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said he will exchange
views with the leaders of the bloc
and its partners on issues such as
energy, food security, counter-ter-
rorism, environment and democra-
cy. Modi is visiting Schloss Elmau
in southern Germany on June 26
and 27 for the summit of the G7, a
grouping of the world’s seven rich-
est nations.The G7 leaders are
expected to focus on the Ukraine
crisis that has triggered geopoliti-
cal turmoil besides fuelling a glob-
al food and energy crisis. Modi is
attending the G7 summit following
an invitation by German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz. The summit is being hosted by
Germany in its capacity as the chair of
G7. “In an effort to strengthen interna-
tional collaboration on important global

issues impacting humanity, Germany has
also invited other democracies such as
Argentina, Indonesia, Senegal and South
Africa to the G7 Summit,” Modi said in a

statement ahead of his visit. “During the
sessions of the Summit, I will be
exchanging views with the G7 counties,
G7 partner countries and guest
International Organisations on topical
issues such as environment, energy, cli-

mate, food security, health, counter-ter-
rorism, gender equality and democracy,”
he added. Modi said he was looking for-
ward to meeting leaders of some of the

participating G7 and guest countries
on the sidelines of the summit. The
prime minister said he was also look-
ing forward to meeting Chancellor
Scholz again after the “productive”
India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations (IGC) last month.
“While in Germany, I also look for-
ward to meeting members of the
Indian Diaspora from across Europe
who are contributing immensely to
their local economies as also enrich-
ing our relations with European
countries,” the prime minister said.
Modi leaves for Germany on

Saturday night. From Germany, Modi
will travel to the United Arab Emirates on
June 28 to pay his condolences on the
passing away of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, the former president of the
Gulf nation. 

Manish Sisodia chairs meeting with Junior Engineers
of Delhi PWD, seeks inputs to improve city roads

Sanjay Kumar

NEW DELHI:  25TH JUNE: Manish
Sisodia held a meeting with Senior PWD
Officials and Junior Engineers
of the department on Saturday.
Shri Manish Sisodia also asked
for suggestions from the offi-
cials to make Delhi roads bet-
ter.  The Deputy Chief Minister
said that Junior Engineers are
frontline warriors of our mis-
sion to make Delhi roads world-
class and safer. For this, they
will have to develop a global
vision and take ownership of
their work. "They need to focus
on not just infrastructure of
roads across Delhi, but also on
making them beautiful and safer. They
must make it a point to be out in the field
and keep a tab on all the evolving irregular-
ities from time to time. They need to
ensure that these irregularities are

removed as soon as they are highlighted, to
avoid any inconvenience to the com-
muters," he said. He added that just as a
school principal takes care of every need of

the school administration and infrastruc-
ture to make it world-class, in the same way
our JEs should work to develop all the
Delhi roads in jurisdiction of global stan-

dards.  Along with motivating officials to
work in a mission mode, Shri Manish
Sisodia said, “Work of road maintenance is
an ongoing process and should continue

regularly. Officials will have to
ensure that commuters do not face
any problem during monsoon or
after monsoon anywhere across the
capital.” It is to be mentioned that the
government is working on a war foot-
ing to improve the roads of Delhi and
the Deputy CM who is the minister
of PWD too, is constantly inspecting
the roads with high officials. In order
to improve the roads and strengthen
them, along with basic infrastruc-
ture, standard road marking, sig-
nages, greenery on either side of the
roads are also being taken care of.

Deputy Chief Minister also informed that a
training-workshop will be organised by
PWD for Junior Engineers to enrich their
professional capabilities.

Opposition's presidential
candidate Yashwant Sinha gets

Z-category security cover
New Delhi, June 25: The Centre has extended a Z-

category cover of armed CRPF commandos to the
opposition’s presidential candidate Yashwant Sinha,
officials said on Friday. The squad has taken over the
task after the Union home ministry directed the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) VIP security

wing to ensure protection to the 84-year-old Sinha. The
armed personnel, about eight to 10 working in shifts,
would escort Sinha whenever he moved across the
country, they said. A higher Z-plus cover of CRPF com-
mandos has also been accorded to the NDA presiden-
tial candidate Droupadi Murmu. Sinha is expected to
file his nomination on June 27 following which he will
travel across the country seeking votes in his favour.
The presidential election will be held on July 18 to elect
a successor to incumbent Ram Nath Kovind and the
result will be out on July 21.

BSP extends support to
BJP-led NDA's presidential
candidate Droupadi Murmu

Lucknow, June 25: The BSP on Saturday extended
its support to the BJP-led NDA's presidential candidate
Droupadi Murmu, who is likely to be the first tribal
leader and the second woman to occupy the post.
Murmu on Friday filed her nomination papers for the
July 18 presidential election, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi handing over the set of papers to
Returning Officer PC Mody. "The BSP has decided to

extend support to Droupadi Murmu in the coming
presidential election keeping in mind that the adivasi
samaj is an important part of the party's movement,"
BSP supremo Mayawati said here. "The decision was
taken not to support the BJP or NDA nor to go against
the opposition UPA, but keeping in mind our party and
its movement for making a capable and dedicated adi-
vasi woman the president of the country," she said.
The BSP president while criticising the opposition par-
ties for keeping her out of consultation while deciding
on the presidential candidate, stressed that her party is
free to take its decision on the presidential election. 
NIA conducts searches in Mizoram in 
connection with seizure of explosives

Aizawl, June 25: The NIA has conducted searches in
Aizawl, Champai and Kolasib districts of Mizoram in connec-
tion with the seizure of a huge quantity of explosives, along
with Indian and Myanmarese currency, meant for a
Myanmar-based outfit. The searches were conducted at five
locations in Aizawl, Champai and Kolasib districts on Friday,
a National Investigation Agency (NIA) spokesperson said.
The case relates to the recovery of 2,421.12 kg explosives,
including 1,000 detonators and 4,500 metres of detonating
fuse, and Indian and Myanmarese currency from a vehicle
in Zawnling area under the Tipa police station, the NIA said.
This consignment was meant for Myanmar-based outfit
Chin National Front (CNF), who are in the process of accu-
mulating arms and ammunition to resist the government of
Myanmar, the spokesperson said. 

Northern Army commander
visits forward areas along LAC,

reviews newly-inducted weaponry
Jammu, June 25: With no end in sight in tension

between India and China over the issue of Line of
Actual Control (LAC), Northern Army Commander
Lt General Upendra Dwivedi visited the Lukung
area close to the famed river Pangong lake to review
the newly inducted weaponry in the region. Indian
and Chinese troops entered into a major clash in
mid-June in 2020 that resulted in deaths of 20 Indian
soldiers and over 30 Chinese men as per reports.
The Eastern Ladakh region has since then been wit-
nessing tension between both the armies who are
camping eyeball to eyeball at many spots. However
during the recent four-day visit to Ladakh, Dwivedi
visited the forward areas and examined the weapon-
ry including high-tech drones, All Terrain Vehicles
(ATV), and canons that were stationed in the region
recently. As per the official Twitter handle of the
Northern Command, the commander also wit-
nessed exercise Blitzkrieg by the Aksai Chin
Warriors where performance by ATV in treacher-
ous high altitude terrain were performed. Induction
of ATVs in the region will provide much needed bat-
tlefield mobility and operational readiness to the
troops. On the night of June 15-16, 2020, Indian
troops were attacked by Chinese soldiers with
sticks and other weapons but guns were not used
during the fight. Now the army has also trained the
troops along LAC in traditional Indian martial arts
(hand to hand fight). As per an official statement,
Dwivedi during his visit also witnessed Ex-Samghat
– unarmed combat package by fusing four tradition-
al Indian martial arts.

Delhi sees nearly 70%
jump in Covid containment

zones since June 17
New Delhi, June 25: With a rise in Covid

cases, the city’s containment zones have
increased from 190 on June 17 to 322 on June 24,
an increase of about 70 per cent, according to offi-
cial data. Most of the cases are being reported
from family or neighbourhood clusters, officials
said. In order to contain the spread of infection,
micro-containment zones with even one or two
houses are being made, they said. Normally, an
area is marked a containment zone where three
or more COVID-19 cases are detected. But it is
a dynamic exercise, conducted by district
authorities on a need-based manner, they said.
The Delhi Epidemic Disease COVID-19
Regulation, 2020, authorises district magistrates
to seal off a geographical area, banning entry
and exit of the population from the containment
zone and to take any measures directed by the
health department to prevent the spread of the
disease. Delhi has been witnessing a spike in
coronavirus cases since June 14 when the cases
breached the 1000-mark. Delhi logged 1,118
new cases on June 14, with a positivity rate of
6.50 per cent and two fatalities. Since then, the
national capital has been logging more than
1,000 cases everyday barring Wednesday when
it logged 928 single-day infections. 

India records 15,940
new covid cases

New Delhi, June 25: India’s tally of
covid infections rose by 15,940 in a day to
reach 4,33,78,234 while the active caseload
increased to 91,779, according to the
Union Health Ministry data updated on
Saturday. Active cases rose by 3,495 in a
day and now comprised 0.21 per cent of
the total infections, while the national
recovery rate was recorded at 98.58 per
cent, the health ministry said. The daily
positivity rate was recorded at 4.39 per cent
while the weekly positivity rate was 3.3 per
cent, according to the health ministry. The
number of people who have recuperated
from the disease surged to 4,27,61,481,
while the case fatality rate was 1.21 per
cent. According to the ministry, 196.94
crore doses of covid vaccine have been
administered in the country so far. Of the
20 more fatalities reported, 11 are from
Kerala, three from Maharashtra, two from
West Bengal and one each from Bihar,
Delhi, Punjab and Rajasthan. A total of
5,24,974 deaths have been reported so far
in the country,  38,026 from Tamil Nadu,
26,243 from Delhi, 23,532 from Uttar
Pradesh and 21,214 from West Bengal.
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Silchar of Cachar district for carrying out the Nagaon.  With more than 5.03 lakh affected 
flood inundation mapping as well as to people due to floods, many people took 
provide the relief materials in the inaccessible shelter on embankments and highways as 
areas.several areas under Assam`s Nagaon district 

continue to remain inundated. The flood 85.2 MT of GR items including packaged 
situation in Assam`s Nagaon district is still drinking water, rice, etc. were air transported 
grim as more than 5.03 lakh people in the today from Guwahati and Jorhat to Silchar.
district are still affected. Many areas under the The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 
Raha revenue circle in the Nagaon district are personnel along with SDRF, Fire and 
still under flood waters. Emergency personnel, Police Force and 

Nearly 1.42 lakh people of 155 villages under AAPDA MITRA Volunteers are helping the 
the Raha revenue circle have been affected by district administrations in the rescue 
the current wave of floods.In the Nagaon operation and relief distributions.
district, children are participating in A total of 33,03,316 people of 3,510 villages in 
preschool activities in the relief camp itself. 28 districts have been affected by floods in 
"We`re making children participate in the last 24 hours while 91658.49 hectares of 
preschool activities in relief camp (Nagaon) crop areas have been affected by floods.
itself, with morning prayers, physical "717 relief camps and 409 relief distribution 
exercises, drawings. Union Min Sarbananda centres have been opened in all affected 
Sonowal visited this camp earlier," NP Doley, areas. A total of 2,65,788 inmates are staying 
Integrated Child Development Services in these relief camps. The situation emerging 
supervisor The flood situation in Assam due to incessant rains is under close watch", 
remained critical on Friday as 45.34 lakh stated the official release.
people are still reeling under the deluge. The flood situation in Kampur area in Assam`s 

As many as 10 people`s lives were lost in the Nagaon district has slightly improved, but 
last 24 hours taking the total number of many areas under Kampur revenue circle are 
casualties to 117. Out of 117 deaths, 100 people died in the flood and 17 died in the landslide.Two drones have been deployed in still under flood waters.

Narco-terror funding module busted in Kashmir's 
Budgam, 4 LeT associates held: Police

Telangana BJP leader 
files complaint 

against Ram Gopal 
Varma over tweet on 

Droupadi Murmu

New Delhi. President election: A BJP 
leader from Telangana has filed a 
complaint against Bollywood film 
director Ram Gopal Varma over his 
controversial remarks against 
presidential candidate Doupadi 
Murmu, reported news agency .. 

In his tweet, Ram Gopal Varma said: "If 
DRAUPADI is the PRESIDENT 
who are the PANDAVAS? And more 
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w h o  a r e  t h e  
KAURAVAS?" 

Reacting to this tweet, BJP leader 
Gudur Narayana Reddy, filed a 
complaint at the Abid Road Police 
S t a t i o n ,  a c c u s i n g  h i m  o f  
disrespecting the SC and ST 
community.

"This tweet is  tantamount to 
disrespecting the SC and ST people. 
Here, he calls 'Draupadi' the 
President. If he would have only 
mentioned Draupadi, Pandavas and 
Kauravas, we would have had no 
objections. We, the BJP workers, are 
hurt at such comments from RGV," 
Reddy told.

According to the news agency, the BJP 
leader requested the cops to register a 
case under the SC/ST Atrocities Act 
and demanded severe punishment for 
the director.

BJP-led NDA on Tuesday announced 
former Governor of Jharkhand 
Draupadi Murmu's name as a 
Presidential candidate for the 
upcoming elections. 

man-made or natural, like flash Srinagar. As many as eight women 
floods, cloud bursts, snow National Disaster Response Force 
avalanches and landslides. Our (NDRF) personnel will join the 
eight teams will be deployed at mountain rescue teams which are 
different points on both routes to be deployed at different 
and they will help devotees in locations across the twin trek 
every adverse condition".routes of Amarnath yatra.

"Thirty people are in one team, all After a gap of two years, the 
are trained mountain rescuers Amarnath yatra will start from 
and this time we have inducted June 30 and all the arrangements 
eight trained females into our h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  t h e  
team who will be deployed at administration for the smooth 
Sheshnag  because  f rom pilgrimage.
Pahalgam to holy cave, it is long The 43-day yatra is scheduled to 
distance and tough terrain, and start from the twin routes - a 48-
these brave and trained female km trek from Nunwan to the cave 
personnel will help female shrine from Pahalgam in south 
pilgrims if they face any kind of Kashmir's Anantnag and a 14-km 
problem during the yatra", he shorter route from Baltal in 
said.Ganderbal district of central 

Every member of the team is Kashmir.
w e l l - e q u i p p e d  a n d  h a s  As many as eight teams of the 
individual kits with gaiters over NDRF will be deployed at ensure the safety and convenience of pilgrims.

mitts and mountain rescue equipment like different points on both routes.These Deputy commandant of NDRF RK Sharma said, 
carabiners, jumars, descending rappels, personnel have gone through special "NDRF teams have been deployed here for 
avalanche rods, helmets etc.training in mountain rescue operations to rescue operations in disasters, whether it is 

Amarnath yatra: 8 women NDRF 
personnel to join mountain rescue teams

At least eight women NDRF personnel will be deployed for the rescue operations in disasters during the Amarnath yatra.

Assam floods: People take shelter on highways as 
houses remain inundated, over 45.34 lakh affected

Driving license of  ex-
IPS officer Amitabh 
Thakur’s wife turns out 
to be fake

JammuKashmir. Jammu and Kashmir “Investigations also revealed that the module 
police today busted a narco-terror funding has been working on the directions of 
module and arrested four associates of LeT terrorists operatives for collection of 
in the state's Budgam District. SSP Budgam narcotics and subsequently distributing the 
said that "Police, along with 53 RR and 181 proceeds of narcotics among the terrorists,” 
BN of CRPF, arrested four associates of he said.As per the police statement, five 
LeT and recovered incriminating materials, vehicles have also been seized, that were 
explosives, ammunition and vehicles from purchased from the proceeds of narcotics 
their possession." sales with the intention of keeping the 

money and proceeds safe.The arrested persons have been identified as 
Younis Manzoor, Mehboob Ahmed, Irshad .It added that these vehicles were set to be sold 
Ahmad Ganie and Muzaffar Ahmad - all on the directions of active terrorists and 
residents of Budgam District. He further operatives as and when money was required 
said that "preliminary investigation has by the terrorists.
revealed that the arrested associates were “Besides, incriminating material, explosive 
involved in providing logistic support to substance including 03 grenades, 02 AK-
LeT by distributing proceeds of narcotics to Magazines and 65 rounds of AK-47 were 
active militants and operatives of the also recovered from their possession,” 
outfit." statement reads.

9 prisoners at 
Nagpur Central 
Jail test positive 
for Covid-19

In his tweet, Ram Gopal Varma 
said: "If DRAUPADI is the 
PRESIDENT who are the 

PANDAVAS? And more importantly, 
who are the KAURAVAS?"

Nagpur. As many as nine prisoners in Nagpur 
Central Jail have been tested positive for 
Covid-19, an official of the Health 
Department of the Municipal Corporation 
has confirmed.

In view of the increasing number of infections, 
12 jail inmates had undergone Covid-19 
tests four days ago. Of the samples, four 
were tested positive. Subsequently, the 
contact tracing with those infected was 
initiated by the jail authorities.

On Friday, 5 more prisoners tested positive for 
Covid-19, taking the count to 9. As per the 
information, prisoners have mild symptoms 
and have been quarantined.

NAGPUR COVID TALLY
As many as 65 new Covid-19 cases have been 

reported in Nagpur in the last 24 hours. On 
Friday, 1,899 samples were tested in the 
district out of which 65, including 5 
prisoners, were found to be Covid positive.

These include 46 people from the city and 19 
from the rural.On the recovery front, 60 
patients recovered, including 34 from city 
and 26 from rural.

Agra.The driving license of RTI activist 
Nutan Thakur, wife of Uttar Pradesh's 
famous IPS officer Amitabh Thakur, turned 
out to be fake in verification made by the 
RTO office in Agra.

According to the information received by 
India Today, this driving license was made 
when Nutan's husband, Amitabh Thakur, 
was posted in Agra in the year 2002. When 
its term expired on June 3, Nutan Thakur 
applied for its renewal. In the investigation 
done for verification of the application, 
someone else's license was found registered 
on this number. No record of Nutan 
Thakur's license was found.

Nutan Thakur got this license in January 
2002, the duration of which was only till 
January 2, 2022. It was learned from the 
sources that Nutan Thakur had applied for 
renewal a few days ago in the office of RTO 
Agra on the photocopy of the driving 
license through one of her acquaintances. 
RI Umesh Katiyar said that on January 2, 
2002, this driving license issued by RTO 
number 117/AG/06 was made for 
motorcycles and light motor vehicles. 
When the record of the license was checked 
in the RTO office, it was found that no 
license was registered with this number in 
the files in the name of Nutan Thakur.

A senior employee of the RTO office said that 
between the years 2000 and 2008, a large 
number of fake driving licenses were issued 
from outside the RTO by touts. Till now, 
people have to bear the brunt of this. In this 
context, RTO (Administration) AK Singh 
said that the maximum numbers of 
complaints are being received regarding 
fraudulent driving licenses issued during 
these eight years. The details of many 
driving licenses issued during the year 2000 
to 2008 are not even recorded in the office 
files.

Covid-19 fourth wave scare: Maharashtra mulls 
making masks mandatory for THESE people

The Maharashtra government is mulling making face masks mandatory for suburban train commuters in Mumbai amid surge in Covid-19 cases. 

New Delhi. As Maharashtra witnesses another "Coronavirus cases are on the rise in the state, 
surge in Covid-19 cases, Chief Minister chiefly in Mumbai, Thane, Pune, Raigad and 
Uddhav Thackeray is considering making Palghar districts. People should follow 
face masks mandatory in Mumbai suburban COVID-19-appropriate behaviour on their 
trains. The step was discussed on Friday own," Uddhav Thackeray said as per the 
(June 24) as the CM, who is battling a official statement. In early June, the 
rebellion from party MLAs, reviewed the Maharashtra Chief Minister had urged 
coronavirus  s i tuat ion with  senior  people to use face masks and get vaccinated 
government officials. As per the official if they want to avoid Covid-19 curbs.
statement by the Chief Minister's Office Meanwhile, Maharashtra logged 4,205 new 
(CMO), Thackeray held a virtual meeting Covid-19 infections on Friday, which pushed 
with senior bureaucrats, wherein he the total tally to 79,54,445. With thee new 
discussed the possibility of making face fatalities, the death toll mounted to  
masks mandatory for suburban train 1,47,896, the state health department said. Of 
passengers. the new cases, Mumbai alone reported 1,898 

“The mask mandate option was discussed as a cases and the city currently has a test 
measure to curb growing cases of the novel positivity rate of 12.70 per cent. On 
coronavirus infection in the Mumbai Thursday, Maharashtra had crossed the 
Metropolitan Region (MMR),” the statement 5000-mark with 5,218 fresh coronavirus 
added.  The Maharashtra government had cases. Notably, the number of active Covid-
struck down the mask compulsion in April 19 cases has surpassed the 25,000-mark in 
this year as the cases declined. the state. 

The arrested persons have been identified as Younis Manzoor, Mehboob Ahmed, Irshad 
Ahmad Ganie and Muzaffar Ahmad - all residents of Budgam District.

Bihar: Commuters to 
soon get Mumbai's 
Marine Drive-like 
experience in Patna
Bihar. The Bihar government has thrown 

open to the public a four-lane JP Ganga 
expressway on Friday (June 24). The road 
connects Digha on the west side to Gandhi 
Maidan on central Patna covering a 
distance of 7.5 km all along the Ganga 
river.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has 
inaugurated his most ambitious road 
project- JP Ganga expressway. This road 
will decongest the heavily congested 
Ashok Rajpath. Road Construction 
Minister Nitin Navin was also present 
with Bihar Chief Minister during the 
inauguration.

Besides the JP Ganga e-way, Nitish Kumar 
also inaugurated phase 2 of Atal path and a 
railway over-bridge in Mithapur locality.

Know more about JP Ganga Path:
"JP Ganga e-way is based on Mumbai's 

Marine drive. It was a highly ambitious 
project that was completed by the Bihar 
government and it will benefit the 
residents of Patna. The Mithapur railway 
over-bridge was a demand of residents for 
the last 19 years and it is also completed 
now. The idea is to make Patna a smart city 
and it is possible only when the road 
communication gets smooth and hassle 
free," Navin said.

The flood situation in Assam remained critical on Friday as 45.34 lakh people are still reeling under the deluge.
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Cash-Strapped Pakistan Gets $2.3 Billion From China

Washington A US-based Hindu body on Friday 
urged the US Congress to reject the “Hinduphobic” 
r e s o l u t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  A m e r i c a n  
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar this week, asserting 
that it “unfairly and dishonestly” condemns India’s 
human rights record.Co-sponsored by lawmakers 
Rashida Talib and Juan Vargas, the resolution urges 
t he  St a t e  Depa r tmen t  t o  ac t  on  t he  
recommendations of the US Commission on 
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) and 
designate India as a Country of Particular Concern 
(CPC) under the International Religious Freedom 
Act.

The USCIRF's recommendations are not binding on 
the State Department and for the past several years 
successive American administrations have ignored 
such recommendations."With House Resolution 
1196, Congresswoman Ilhan Omar is clearly 
taking talking points from Jamaat-e-Islami and 
Muslim Brotherhood-linked groups, which is 
extremely troubling to see from an elected official 
who has sworn an oath of loyalty to the United 
States Constitution,” said HinduPact executive 
director Utsav Chakrabarti.Omar is a politically 
controversial Democratic Congresswoman from 
Minnesota, who has been called out internationally 
in the past for her anti-Semitic remarks, HinduPact 
said.“This is not the first time nor will it be the last 
time she shows her anti-Hindu and anti-Indian bias 
while revealing her ties to Pakistan. In April, Omar 
visited Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(PoK) following a photo op with former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan,” it said.The same month, the 
United States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF), released a biased 
report. Omar heavily references this biased report 
in her malicious resolution, the body said in a 
statement.Omar, who visited Pakistan in April and 
met top Pakistani leaders, including former Prime 
Minister Khan and travelled to Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK), is yet to disclose the nature, 
including the funding, of the visit.

India had condemned the US Congresswoman's visit 
to PoK, saying her travel to the region violated the 
country's sovereignty and it reflected her "narrow-
minded" politics."If such a politician wishes to 
practice her narrow-minded politics at home, that 
may be her business. But violating our territorial 
integrity and sovereignty in its pursuit makes it 
ours. This visit is condemnable," External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi had said.

Chakrabarti noted in April that this year’s USCIRF 
report followed “a pattern of reports that have 
appeared in previous years. Based on publicly 
available information on topics like Citizen’s 
Amendment Act (CAA) and Kashmir, the USCIRF 
report is a ‘copy-and-paste’ of talking points 
peddled by an agglomeration of Islamist groups 
working with radical Islamist-linked group 
‘Justice for All’, on whose platform USCIRF 
commissioners are known to appear regularly.”

American Hindu body urges US 
Congress to reject ‘Hinduphobic’ 

resolution by Ilhan Omar

NEWS BOX 

US House passes gun-safety legislation 
as court expands gun rights

magazines."The legislation ... includes several last 30 years," and cited the "100 people killed Washington  The US House of Representatives 
strong steps to save lives, not only from with guns each day" in America. Many of on Friday passed significant gun-safety 
horrific mass shootings but also from the daily those deaths are the result of suicide.legislation for the first time in three decades, 
massacre of gun crime, suicide and tragic sending it to President Joe Biden to sign, a day "Today they (Democrats) are coming after law-
accidents," House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said after a Supreme Court ruling that broadly abiding American ci t izens '  Second 
during debate.The bill does take some steps on expanded gun rights.The House voted 234- Amendment liberties," said Representative 

193 for the bill. No Democrats were Jim Jordan, the senior Republican on the 
opposed, while 14 Republicans backed the House Judiciary Committee. He was 
measure. It was supported by major law referring to the constitutional right to "keep 
enforcement groups and its passage was a and bear arms" that conservatives argue 
rare defeat for U.S. gun manufacturers and should be broadly protected.On Thursday, 
the National Rifle Association.House the Supreme Court, with its 6-3 
action followed a late Thursday Senate conservative majority, struck down New 
vote of 65-33 to pass the bill, with 15 York state's limits on carrying concealed 
Republicans, including Senate Minority handguns outside the home. The court 
Leader Mitch McConnell, in favor. found that the law, enacted in 1913, was 

unconstitutional.Biden will sign the bill on Saturday morning, 
the White House said.Gun control has long That ruling and the gun-safety legislation 
been a divisive issue in the United States passed on Friday illustrate a deep divide 
with multiple attempts to place new over firearms in the United States, weeks 
controls on gun sales failing time after time after the Uvalde and Buffalo shootings that 

background checks by allowing access, for the until Friday. killed more than 30 people, including 19 
first time, to information on significant crimes young children at an elementary school.The The bill does not go as far as Democrats, 
committed by juveniles. It also cracks down on National Rifle Association, the nation's most including Biden, had sought. It includes 
gun sales to purchasers convicted of domestic powerful gun lobby, declared the court ruling provisions that would help states keep guns out 
violence. It provides new federal funding to "a monumental win" for American gun of the hands of those deemed to be a danger to 
states that administer "red flag" laws intended owners.themselves or others and close the so-called 
to remove guns from people deemed boyfriend loophole by blocking gun sales to On Friday it attacked the bill passed by 
dangerous to themselves and others.those convicted of abusing unmarried intimate Congress, calling it a "senseless" gun control 

The Brady gun control group described the partners. However, it did not ban sales of measure that "will only infringe on the rights 
"Bipartisan Safer Communities Act" as "the assault-style rifles or high-capacity of the law-abiding.”
strongest gun violence prevention law in the 

consortium of banks to Pakistan was expected Islamabad: Pakistani Finance Minister Miftah 
within a "couple of of banks and Pakistan had Ismail said on Friday that a loan of USD 2.3 
signed a USD 2.3 billion loan facility billion from a Chinese consortium of banks 
agreement earlier. In an update on the had been credited to the central bank's 
agreement, on Wednesday, Pakistan's finance account.Taking to Twitter, Ismail wrote, "I am 
minister Miftah Ismail said that cash inflow pleased to announce that a Chinese consortium 
under the loan agreement is expected within loan of RMB 15bn (roughly USD 2.3 bn) has 
days.Pakistan is in a deep financial crisis and been credited into State Bank of Pakistan 
this development comes after reports (SBP) account today, increasing our foreign 
emerged of  Pakis tan  reaching  an  exchange reserves."To cope with the country's 
understanding with the International dwindling cash reserves, Ismail earlier said 
Monetary Fund (IMF), as per the media that a loan of USD 2.3 billion from a Chinese 
outlet.Ismail said that after a visit by Foreign consortium of banks to Pakistan was expected Chinese consortium of banks has today signed 

Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari and follow-within a "couple of days".Notably, a Chinese the RMB 15 billion ($2.3 billion) loan facility 
up discussions by Prime Minister Shehbaz consortium of banks and Pakistan had signed a agreement after it was signed by the Pakistani 
Sharif with Prime Minister Li Keqiang, the USD 2.3 billion loan facility agreement side yesterday. Inflow is expected within a 
Chinese side had not only agreed to roll over earlier. In an update on the agreement, on couple of days. We thank the Chinese 
the amount but also done so at a cheaper Wednesday, Pakistan's finance minister g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h i s  
interest rate of 1.5pc plus Shanghai Interbank Miftah Ismail said that cash inflow under the transaction."To cope with the country's 
Offered Rate (Shibor) instead of earlier 2.5pc loan agreement is expected within days. dwindling cash reserves, Ismail earlier said 
plus Shibor.that a loan of USD 2.3 billion from a Chinese Taking to Twitter, Ismail had written, "The 

2 dead, 14 wounded in 
mass shooting at gay bar 
in Norway’s Oslo: Police

US companies reach out to women employees after abortion rights ruling
new state laws were passed. "No driver should U.S. companies including Walt Disney Co 
have to ask a rider where they are going and (DIS.N) and Facebook parent Meta Platforms 
why," a spokesperson said.Inc (META.O) said on Friday they will cover 

employees' expenses if they have to travel for A draft of the Supreme Court ruling on abortion 
abortion services after the U.S. Supreme Court was leaked in May. At that time, many other 
overturned Roe v Wade.The U.S. Supreme companies, including online review site Yelp 
Court on Friday overturned the landmark 1973 (YELP.N), Microsoft Corp (MSFT.O), and 
ruling that recognized a woman's constitutional Tesla (TSLA.O), said they would help cover the 
right to an abortion, handing a victory to cost of travel for employees seeking 
Republicans and religious conservatives who reproductive services. Apple (AAPL.O) 
want to limit or ban and, in some states, repeated that it supported employees making 
criminalise, the procedure.Many states are their own decisions on reproductive health and 
expected to further restrict or ban abortions that its healthcare covered travel for services 
following the ruling, making it difficult for unavailable nearby.
female employees to terminate pregnancies TRAVEL EXPENSES REIMBURSE
unless they travel to states where the procedure Yelp co-founder and Chief Executive Jeremy 
is allowed.For example, in Oklahoma, a bill due Stoppelman on Friday said the ruling "puts 
to take effect in August bans abortion except in women's health in jeopardy, denies them their 
medical emergencies and penalizes providers human rights, and threatens to dismantle the 
who violate the law with up to $100,000 in fines progress we've made toward gender equality in 
and 10 years in prison. States offering abortion the workplace since Roe."Alaska Air Group 
protections include New York and Maryland. (ALK.N), parent of Alaska Airlines, said on 

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE Friday it is "reimbursing travel for certain 
Disney told employees on Friday that it remains medical procedures and treatments if they are posts mentioning abortion, citing a "respectful Chief Executive Lauren Hobart said on committed to providing comprehensive access not available where you live. Today's Supreme communications" policy barring employee LinkedIn that the company would pay up to to quality healthcare, including for abortions, Court decision does not change that."Other discussions of political topics, according to a $4,000 in travel for employees or their family according to a Disney spokesperson. companies offering the benefit include Johnson LinkedIn post by a Meta employee in Seattle. members and a support person if abortion was 

& Johnson (JNJ.N), online dating sites The company's benefits will cover the cost of not available nearby.Companies that offer oderators also took down links to Facebook posts OkCupid and Bumble Inc (BMBL.O), Netflix employees who need to travel to another reimbursements for abortion-related travel by outgoing Chief Operating Officer Sheryl Inc (NFLX.O) and JPMorgan Chase & Co location to access care, including to obtain an could be vulnerable to lawsuits by anti-abortion Sandberg that condemned the ruling, the (JPM.N), the nation's largest bank. read abortion, it said.Facebook owner Meta will groups and Republican-led states, and even employee wrote.The Meta spokesperson moreOkCupid sent in-app messages to reimburse travel expenses for employees potential criminal penalties.Lawyers and other declined to comment on internal policy when customers in 26 states likely to ban abortions, seeking out-of-state reproductive care, but the experts said employers could face claims that asked about the reports of limiting internal gearing up for a political fight. "Act now by company was also "assessing how best to do so their policies violate state laws banning, discussion. calling your representatives and demanding given the legal complexities involved," fac i l i t a t ing  or  a id ing  and  abe t t ing  COMPANIES REACH OUT TO WOMEN freedom and choice," said a copy of the message according to a spokesperson.But Meta also abortions.Ride hailing company Lyft (LYFT.O) EMPLOYEES tweeted by OkCupid Chief Marketing Officer moved to limit internal discussion of the ruling. said it would legally shield drivers in abortion Policies supporting abortions varied among Melissa Hobley.Moderators on its forum Workplace removed cases, saying it would expand a recent policy as companies.Dick's Sporting Goods (DKS.N) 

Roe v. Wade, the case overruled by US 
Supreme Court after 50 years | EXPLAINED

to get an abortion on time and did not right to life and liberty. The decision Washington In a verdict that is likely to have 
attend any of the oral arguments. was written by Justice Harry Blackmun. large scale ramifications across the United 

The judgment relied heavily upon an States of America, the US Supreme Court in a 33 years later, at the age of 55, she filed an 
earlier judgment from 1965 which had 6:3 ruling on Friday overturned the 1973 affidavit in a district Court in Texas saying 
struck down a ban on contraceptives landmark decision of Roe v. Wade on the issue that she got involved in the case 'without 
imposed by the State and upheld the of abortion. Almost fifty years, after an fully understanding its ramifications'. 
liberty of married couples to use American woman’s constitutional right to When she met Weddington and Coffee for 
contraceptives without governmental abortion was recognised, the Supreme Court the first time, they asked her “Norma, don’t 
restrictions.has effectively eliminated the right altogether, you think that abortion should be legal?”In 

allowing states to enforce ban on abortions.Two her affidavit, she said, “Unsure, I WHY HAS THE DECISION BEEN 
Texas-based attorneys, Sarah Weddington and responded that I did not know. In fact, I did OVERTURNED?
Linda Coffee, were dealing with several cases not know what the term abortion really The US Supreme Court now, in a 6:3 
regarding abortion litigation in the US during even meant”.The lawyers reportedly told judgment, overturned Roe v Wade in a 
the 1970s. During the course of their cases, they her that they had met two or three other case called 'Planned Parenthood v 

injunction which would allow McCorvey to get decided to file a suit stating that abortions were women but they didn’t fit their criteria. She Casey', stating that the Constitution makes no 
an abortion.medically necessary for women. What they asked them what made her fit the criteria, they reference to abortion and no such right is 

needed was a plaintiff who would help them replied “You’re white, you’re young, pregnant 1973 LANDMARK RULING implicitly protected by any constitutional 
make a valid case before the court. Their first and you want an abortion”.The law suit was provision.An appeal was filed in the Supreme Court later in 
plaintiff was a married couple who agreed to filed in the District Court in Texas in 1970 on 1970 and in January 1973, in a 7:2 decision, the The majority opinion has been drafted by Justice 
come on board, but in this, the woman was not behalf of McCorvey, under the pseudonym US Supreme Court held that women in the Samuel Alito who is joined by Justices Clarence 
pregnant. 'Jane Roe'. The defendant was the County’s United States had the right to choose whether Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and 

District Attorney, Henry Wade. In June 1970, In June 1969, they met 21-year-old Norma they wanted to get an abortion or not. The ruling Amy Coney Barrett. Chief Justice John Roberts 
the Court ruled in favour of Jane Roe and stated McCorvey, who was then pregnant with her that came in favour of Jane Roe extensively wrote a separate but concurring opinion. 
that the law against abortion in Texas violated third child. She eventually became their lead spoke against excessive government control Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and 
the right to privacy but did not grant an plaintiff in the case even though she wasn’t able and restrictions and upheld the individual’s Elena Kagan dissented.

Oslo Two people were killed and 14 
wounded on Saturday in a shooting 
at a nightclub and in nearby streets 
in  Norway 's  capi ta l  Oslo ,  
Norwegian police said.

A suspect believed to be the sole 
perpetrator was apprehended, 
police told reporters.The crime 
scene extended from the London 
Pub via a neighbouring club and 
onwards to a nearby street where 
the suspect was apprehended a few 
minutes after the shooting began, 
police spokesman Tore Barstad 
told newspaper Aftenposten.

The London Pub is a popular gay bar 
and nightclub in the centre of Oslo.

"I saw a man arrive with a bag, he 
picked up a gun and started to 
shoot," journalist Olav Roenneberg 
of public broadcaster NRK 
reported.Oslo is due to hold its 
annual Pride parade later on 
Sa tu rday. "Two  peop le  a r e  
confirmed dead," the Oslo police 
department said in a tweet.Some 14 
people were taken to hospital, 
several with severe injuries, police 
said.Photographs published by 
newspaper VG, broadcaster NRK 
and others showed a large 
gathering of emergency responders 
outside the London Pub, including 
police and ambulance workers.

Helicopters hovered above central 
Oslo while ambulance and police 
car sirens were heard across the 
city.

Kigali External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Friday called on 
Singapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong here and also met 
s e v e r a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  h i s  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  f r o m  t h e  
Commonwealth nations to discuss 
bilateral ties and geopolitical 
trends.Jaishankar arrived here on 
Wednesday on a four-day visit to 
attend the 26th Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting 
( C H O G M ) .  H e  w i l l  b e  
representing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the summit on 
June 24-25.“Pleasure to call on PM 
@leehsienloong of Singapore. An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  
geopolitical trends,” he said in a 
tweet.Jaishankar also called on 
Presidents of Maldives and 
Uganda Ibrahim Solih and Yoweri 
Museveni and discussed the broad-
based bilateral cooperation with 
the two leaders.

He also met his counterparts from the 
UK, Namibia, Jamaica, Sierra 
Leone and Cyprus and discussed a 
range of regional and global issues 
with them.“Great to catch up with 
my British counterpart Foreign 
Secretary @trussliz. Always useful 
to exchange notes on the state of 
the world,” he said in a tweet.

EAM Jaishankar meets 
several leaders, 
counterparts in Rwanda

Oslo: Two people were killed and 
14 wounded on Saturday in a 
shooting at a nightclub and in 
nearby streets in Norway's capital 
Oslo, Norwegian police said.

A suspect believed to be the sole 
perpetrator was apprehended, 
police told reporters.

The crime scene extended from the 
London Pub via a neighbouring 
club and onwards to a nearby 
street where the suspect was 
apprehended a few minutes after 
the shooting began, police 
spokesman Tore Barstad told 
newspaper Aftenposten.

The London Pub is a popular gay 
bar and nightclub in the centre of 
Oslo.

"I saw a man arrive with a bag, he 
picked up a gun and started to 
s h o o t , "  j o u r n a l i s t  O l a v  
Roenneberg of public broadcster 
NRK reported.It  was not 
immediately clear what was the 
motive for the attack.

Oslo is due to hold its annual Pride 
parade later on Saturday.

"Two people are confirmed dead," 
the Oslo police department said 
in a tweet. people were taken to 
hospital, several with severe 
injuries, police said.

s published by newspaper VG, 
broadcaster NRK and others 
showed a large gathering of 
emegency responders outside the 
London Pub, including police 
and ambulance workers.

Helicopters hovered above central 
Oslo while ambulance and police 
car sirens were heard across the 
city.

2 Dead, Several Injured 
In Norway Nightclub 
Shooting: Police
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resident asked.Guwahati/Silchar. Assam is now at the centre 
of two major events -- one a power struggle Another said Chief Minister Sarma must 
involving Maharashtra legislators and the visit the submerged areas where people are 
other, a struggle for survival for lakhs of stuck inside their homes."We want the 
people hit by devastating floods. chief minister to come here and assess the 

situation. There are so many people who About 33 lakh people across 28 out of the 
are trapped here because of the floods. He state's 35 districts have been affected by 
needs to help them right now. People are floods since April this year. 117 people have 
not being able to leave their homes," the died in floods and landslides since April this 
resident said.year.  About 80 per cent of Silchar, the state's 

second largest city, is submerged as people In Guwahati, opposition parties led by the 
struggle for food and water supply. Congress staged a protest against the BJP-

led government. They demanded that the Against this backdrop, the Radisson Blu hotel 
Maharashtra MLAs be sent back and the in Guwahati has become the centre of a 
government focus on managing the floods.power struggle within the Shiv Sena, part of 

the ruling alliance in Maharashtra. Responding to questions from the media, Mr 
Sarma said, "Should I shut down Sena rebel and Maharashtra minister Eknath 
Guwahati's hotels because there is flood in Shinde has claimed support of a majority of 
some part of the state. We have spent so the party's MLAs and the crisis is 
much money to promote tourism, should I threatening to toppled the Maharashtra 
stop those who have come to Assam?"government.While Assam Chief Minister 

Himanta Biswa Sarma has maintained that There is a massive shortage of water, food 
this is an internal struggle of Sena, sightings and medicines in the flood-hit areas as 

many residents questioned the priorities of brought here from Maharashtra and being of state ministers and BJP leaders at the National Disaster Response Force teams 
the BJP-led state government. kept in a five-star hotel for horse trading? Is Guwahati hotel suggest otherwise. work overtime. The Indian Air Force has 

this what the Assam government is?" a been air dropping essential supplies too."Assam is drowning and ministers are being As the NDTV hit the flooded streets in Silchar, 

19 SFI activists held in Rahul Gandhi 
office vandalism case in Kerala

TSPSC Group 4 
notification 2022: File sent 
to Telangana CM KCR for 
approval of 9618 posts- 

Check details

Hyderabad. The Telangana state 
government is planning to fill 
9,618 vacant Group-4 posts in 
state government departments in 
Telangana by releasing a single 
notification for Telangana State 
Public Service Commission 
(TSPSC) Group 4. According to 
the latest media reports, the file 
for the proposal of the single 
notification for TSPCS Group 4 
has been sent to Chief Minister 
KCR for approval, and the final 
decision from Telangana CM is 
awaited. The TSPSC Group-4 
includes the recruitment of junior 
assistants, junior stenographers, 
typists, accountants etc in all the 
districts, the Telangana. 

Chief Secretary to Government 
S o m e s h  K u m a r  r e c e n t l y  
conducted a review on the 
recruitment of Group-4 posts. 
The recruitment on Group-1 
posts is already under process 
under a long hiatus. The advice 
was sought from the Public 
Service Commission as well as 
other recruitment agencies for the 
single notification for Group-4. 
All were compiled into a file and 
sent to the CM for approval.

Meanwhi le ,  the  Te langana  
government is expected to release 
the TS Intermediate result 2022 
for 1st and 2nd year today.TS 
Intermediate Exams 2022 were 
given by approximately 9 lakh 
students. Telangana board 
conducted the intermediate 
exams in offline mode and in two 
shifts. 

Nineteen activists of the Students' Federation of ADGP-rank officer and suspended Kalpetta as a group of activists entered the Lok Sabha 
India (SFI), the students wing of the ruling Deputy Superintendent of Police pending member's office and vandalised it, prompting 
CPI(M), have been arrested and remanded so enquiry.Meanwhile, the opposition Congress the Chief Minister to strongly condemn the 
far in connection with the attack on Congress continued to charge that the vandalisation of incident and warn of stern action against the 
MP Rahul Gandhi's office here and more Gandhi's office and the act of violence was culprits.The incident occurred when the SFI 
arrests are expected on Saturday, police said. done with the knowledge of the ruling Marxist activists held a march to Gandhi's Office 

party and its top leadership Leader of alleging his inaction in the issue of buffer All the arrested persons were identified as local 
Opposition in the state Assembly, V D zones around forests.While the main SFI activists and they were remanded for two 
Satheesan visited the vandalised office this opposition party claimed that the attack weeks by a local court.
morning and reiterated that it was done with happened with the knowledge of the Vijayan, "The arrest of 19 people have been recorded so 
the knowledge of Vijayan. the chief minister, in a strongly worded far. Some more persons were taken into 

message, said this land ensures space for He also alleged that a former personal staff of custody and more arrests are expected to take 
freedom of expression and democratic protest Health Minister Veena George was among place today. At present, the case is investigated 
but it was a wrong practice if it turns into those involved in the attack on Gandhi's office by the Mananthavady Deputy Superintendent 
violence.here."Congress and UDF will continue our of Police and it will be handed over to the 

protest. Goondaism thrives in Kerala with A recent Supreme Court order mandates the ADGP-led special investigation team soon," 
Pinarayi Government's active support," he maintenance of an eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of he told .
tweeted earlier. one kilometre around national parks and Hours after SFI activists vandalised the Wayanad 

wildlife sanctuaries, which has led to A protest march of the SFI against Rahul office of Gandhi, the Left government on 
widespread protest in various parts of Kerala.Gandhi's office here on Friday turned violent Friday night ordered a high-level probe by an 

Bhubaneswar. economic opportunities, especially for  Odisha chief minister Naveen 
women. It’s exciting to see how our P a t n a i k  o n  F r i d a y  s h a r e d  t h e  
collaboration is helping to drive Odisha’s transformational progress by the state on 
progress towards achieving Zero Hunger and strengthening livelihood and food security 
the other UN Sustainable Development with a specific focus on marginalised 
Goals.”communities and women at the United 

Nations World Food Programme (WFP) WFP also appreciated the transformational 
headquarters in Rome. Naveen delivered an work of the state in the fields of disaster 
address in the presence of WFP executive management, food production, and food 
director David Beasley and the leadership security.“We have discussed, today, that the 
team of WFP, said a release issued by the government of Odisha and WFP will 
chief minister’s office. collaborate to take forward this learning 

experience and provide a global training “Over the last two decades, Odisha has been 
development,” Naveen said.  Welcoming the platform,” Beasley said.through a transformational journey in the 
chief minister, Beasley said: “It is a pleasure to field of food production, food security, Also present at the event in Rome were Valerie N. 
welcome the chief minister of Odisha and share livelihoods, disaster management, and so on. Guarnieri, assistant executive director of the 
our impressions on the innovative work the By attaining food sufficiency, initiating large- United Nations World Food Programme, 
State is doing in partnership with WFP in India. scale development programmes designed Manoj Juneja, assistant executive director of 
Our joint goal of strengthening livelihoods and around creating climate-resilient livelihoods the United Nations World Food, Bishow 
food security across Odisha is being translated and nutrition, and focussing on partnerships, Parajuli, representative and country director, 
into action with a series of ambitious projects the state is moving consistently towards WFP India and Himanshu Bal, Odisha state 
to support inclusive development and new Sustainable Development Goals and inclusive head, WFP India.

Anamika Malhotra, arguing for the police, Mumbai.The Bombay High Court has Bhati’s wife stated that it was at her husband’s 
said there was a clear breach of the bail rejected the anticipatory bail plea of instance that she was forced into the act. She 
condition by Bhati as, to date, he had failed suspected gangster and alleged Dawood described the incident where she was 
to surrender his mobile phone and when Ibrahim aide Riyaz Ahmed Bhati, who was physically close to the complainant and the 
asked, the explanation offered was that his booked by Versova Police station last year, video was shot through a concealed camera 
mobile is with his daughter and the same for forcing his wife into a sexual relationship and then demand of Rs 25 lakh was made.
would be surrendered within two days. with other men and shooting the entire Bhati’s wife, too, stated that she had also 
However, he has not complied with the incident for blackmailing and extorting approached the Woman Commission about 
same.oreover, the investigating officer money from those persons.Justice Bharti instituting a complaint against him.
recorded a statement from one person to Dangre, while rejecting the plea, observed The court perused the two statements and said 
whom a reference had been made by the that Bhati was prima facie involved in such that they revealed that Bhati is “prima facie 
complainant. The court noted that the acts and his custodial interrogation was involved in the act of forcing his wife into a 
statement of the said person on December 6, necessary, as he had failed to co-operate with sexual relationship with other men and Aniket Nikam and Vivek Arote representing 
last year led to the modus operandi, which the investigating agency and abide by the shooting the entire incident and for Bhati had argued that it was an act that all of 
involves Bhati arranging girls/women for condition imposed on him while he was blackmailing and extorting the amount from them had done together and there was no 
sexual pleasure for payment of money.The admitted to ad-interim bail. the said persons/customers.”blackmail, but if the complainant still 
said person referred to a party in January The FIR in the case is registered at Versova Justice Dangre held, “it is apparent that insisted, this amount of Rs 10.85 lakh would 
2021 stating that he received a phone call Police station and according to the custodial interrogation of Bhati is very be paid by Bhati to the complainant.Justice 
from a woman who had been brought to the complaint, Bhati had called a man in the necessary and particularly when he has Dangre noted that on such an assurance, 
party and she told him that she was desirous hotel for sexual pleasure and videographed failed to co-operate with the Investigating Bhati was granted interim bail. Nikam and 
of disclosing something to the complainant the act with his wife. Thereafter, he Agency and abide by the condition that was Arote said that they were depositing the 
and him. She disclosed that she was not a demanded an amount and threatened to make imposed upon him while he was admitted to amount with the court.
friend of Bhati but his wife.the video viral if it wasn’t paid. Advocates ad-interim bail.However, Additional Public Prosecutor 

Bombay high court refuses to grant pre-
arrest bail to Dawood's aide Bhati

Naveen Patnaik flags food feat at 
UN headquarters in Rome

Watch daring act by a 
railway employee who 
saves man on the 
tracks seconds before 
train passes them by

Chandigarh.The Ministry of Railways has 
put out a tweet praising the bravery of one of 
its employees who saved the life of a man 
who was lying on the railway track seconds 
before a train passed by.

The tweet says, “A precious life was saved by 
the courageous act of help by on-duty staff, 
who jumped on tracks himself to save a 
person from getting gravely injured. Indian 
Railways is proud to have daring & diligent 
staff like H. Satish Kumar and commends his 
bravery.”

The incident took place at a railway station in 
West Bengal where Satish Kumar was 
showing the green flag to an approaching 
train when he noticed a man lying on the 
tracks. He sprinted a fair distance, jumped 
down the platform, got hold of the man and 
took him to safety seconds before the train 
passed them by.

He has received a lot of praise on the Twitter 
where people have demanded a cash reward 
for the daring act by the brave man, who 
went beyond the call of duty to save a life.

As Assam Hotel Hosts Sena Mutiny, 
Questions On Flooded Streets

The state is currently facing its second wave of  floods, with 28 out of  the 35 districts in the state affected. 117 people 
have lost their lives and over 33 lakh have been affected since April.

It is a pleasure to welcome chief minister of Odisha and share our impressions on the 
innovative work the State is doing in partnership with WFP in India: David Beasley

47th anniversary of 
Emergency in India: 
What exactly happened 
on June 25, 1975? Why 
did Indira Gandhi take 
such a step?

New Delhi. On this day (June 25), 47 years 
ago, former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
had imposed a nationwide state emergency 
which went down as one of the most 
notorious events in Indian history. It 
curtailed restrictions on civil liberties, 
press freedom and led to crackdowns 
aga ins t  t he  Congress ’ po l i t i ca l  
oppositions. The order for imposing the 
Emergency was issued by President 
Fakhruddin Ali under Article 352 of the 
Constitution. 

Why did Indira Gandhi impose 
Emergency in 1975?

He cited ‘internal disturbances’ as the reason 
for invoking the order which cancelled 
elections and gave the Prime Minister 
unprecedented powers. The Indira Gandhi 
government also reasoned that there were 
threats to national security which required 
such strict measures. At the time, a war 
with Pakistan had recently ended due to 
which the economy had suffered leading to 
protests and strikes. This, the government, 
said that hurt the country to large extent.

It is believed that the Emergency was 
imposed after the 1975 verdict of the 
Allahabad High Court which convicted 
Gandhi of electoral malpractices and 
disqualified her from the Parliament and 
stated that she won’t be able to hold any 
elected post for the next 6 years. Soon after 
this verdict, she had declared the 
Emergency.

Hours after the attack, the Left govt ordered a high-level probe by an ADGP-rank officer and suspended 
Kalpetta Deputy Superintendent of Police pending enquiry

Mayawati backs presidential 

candidate Droupadi Murmu, 

says 'BSP not invited to discuss 

opposition nominee'

Lucknow. President Election 2022: Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati on 
Saturday announced that her party has 
decided to support NDA's Presidential 
election candidate Droupadi Murmu. 
Clarifying her stand, she said BSP isn't doing 
so in support of the NDA or the Centre. "The 
BSP has decided to extend support to 
Droupadi Murmu in the coming presidential 
elections keeping in mind that the Adivasi 
samaj is an important part of the party's 
movement," she said."This decision was 
taken not to support the BJP or NDA nor to go 
against the opposition UPA, but keeping in 
mind our party and its movement for making 
a capable and dedicated Adivasi woman the 
president of the country," she added.

However, Mayawati did allege that BSP was 
not invited by the opposition to discuss its 
presidential candidate. She said it shows a 
casteism motive. "Mamata Banerjee invited 
only selected parties in the meeting she 
called on June 15 to select an opposition 
candidate for Presidential election & when 
Sharad Pawar called a meeting on June 21, 
then also BSP was not invited. It shows their 
casteism motives," she said.
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people. India, which has been generously assisting There is no respite for Afghanistan from tragedies — 

Afghanistan in recent years by providing foodgrains, man-made or natural. An earthquake rocked the 

medicines and Covid vaccines, needs to rise to the eastern part of the war-torn country on Wednesday, 

occasion once again. An Indian delegation had met killing around 1,000 people. The Taliban regime, 

Taliban leaders earlier this month, demonstrating New which took charge of Kabul in August last year as the 

Delhi’s readiness to engage with Kabul despite the fact US troops pulled out, faces three major challenges — 

that the current government in Afghanistan is neither rescue, relief and rehabilitation. The disaster has 

representative nor inclusive.The two countries are prompted Taliban’s reclusive supreme leader 

bound by a ‘thousand ties’, as the then Afghan President Haibatullah Akhundzada to appeal to the 

Ashraf Ghani had put it while welcoming PM Modi in international community and all humanitarian 

Kabul in December 2015. Modi had inaugurated the organisations to spare no effort to help the affected 

Afghan Parliament building, which had been built by people. Though international recognition continues 

India at a cost of $90 million. Even amid the two-to be elusive for the regime, it needs to pull out all the 

decade-long war, India managed to invest around $3 stops to deal with the upheaval caused by the quake. 

billion in more than 500 projects in Afghanistan in Close coordination between the Taliban and the 

sectors such as power, water supply, road connectivity, global community is a must to ensure that relief 

healthcare, education and agriculture. Helping the material reaches the needy at the earliest. takeover last year.Afghanistan is already facing a crisis on 
quake-hit country would bring more goodwill to New Unfortunately, the emergency response has been many counts — severe drought has triggered a famine, 
Delhi and cement India’s reputation as a responsible and hampered by the absence of several international aid while the economy is in dire straits after decades of 
reliable power in the region.agencies, which had left Afghanistan after the Taliban conflict. The quake has added to the woes of the Afghan 

NDA’s prez pick high on 
optics, symbolism Fitness for soldiering not just about youthfulness

Political economy of Agnipath stir

a young man’s nascent urge to embody the nation within ONE of the questions that has foxed political pundits is 
himself.Underlying this is the financial stability and why Indians do not protest nor vote over unemployment. 
status, and multiple perks and connections that a Even when surveys say that the lack of jobs is the biggest 
government job brings. It has become even more issue, it doesn’t make any difference to voting patterns. 
valuable since the economic slowdown that India has Then, why did so many young people come out on the 
faced since 2011-12, after the post-crisis economic streets — in most cases spontaneously — to express their 
stimulus was quickly phased out. Even though the extreme anger over the Agnipath scheme? The answer 
private sector is venerated and celebrated in public lies in what a soldier’s job means to young people in 
discourse, there has been a growing sense amongst the India’s smaller towns and villages.The now-banned 
majority of India’s youth that a private sector job or TikTok platform provides some unlikely insights. 
entrepreneurship is out of their reach. This can be seen in Amongst the many genres and themes that were popular 
the two surveys by CSDS-KAS on youth attitudes, in on TikTok, two are relevant for us here. The first were 
2007 and 2016. During these nine years, there was a videos that celebrated men in uniform for their 
sharp rise in youth preference for government jobs, and willingness to lay down their lives for the nation. 
their preference for private sector jobs or Another was videos of young men training to become 
entrepreneurship fell sharply.This has always been a soldiers, running on the road dragging heavy tires behind 
potentially explosive situation, where, on the one hand, them, or performing feats of extreme physical exercise. 
government jobs are reducing, vacancies are not being These videos would be edited to popular songs about the 
filled, and on the other, there are millions of young army and of the ‘supreme sacrifice’.Another genre of 
people who are desperate to get a job in any arm of the TikTok videos relates to sarkari naukri. These are 
government. This has been exacerbated by the lack of usually comic videos, about how young women are 
jobs in general, since 2018-19. If one takes the latest attracted to young men with government jobs, even if 
four-monthly sweep by CMIE, one finds that 38% of they are otherwise unattractive. A typical viral TikTok 
young people, male and female, within the age bracket of video of this kind, with several variations, was that 
20-24 want to work. This proportion is likely to be depicting a traditionally ‘pretty’ woman standing with a 
almost double when it comes to young men in their early traditionally ‘ugly’ man, and a passerby doubting 
twenties. Out of the 54 million young people who want to whether they are actually seeing each other. The man 

even beautiful women (‘suno sundar ladkiyo’) only want mercantile castes and classes over the bureaucratic-
work, 26 million are unemployed.This unemployment replies ‘sarkari naukri ka kamaal hai (it is the magic of a 

money, status and stability (‘ek sarkari naukri fenke managerial groups within the field of elite politics. For 
level doesn’t cause any real political rumblings. Things government job).’ Another video template, performed 

maaronga’). This is where jingoism, patriarchy, financial historical reasons, the mercantile elite has resisted the 
change when it comes to government jobs (just like by multiple users, was that of a man telling a young 

stability and the urge to be connected to power — conversion to western enlightenment discourse and its 
medical and engineering tests), because there is a long woman that she will stop spurning his advances once he 

through a government job — all coalesce to form the material practices. This allows it to appeal to the people 
preparation period before one can apply for these jobs. throws a sarkari naukri at her family.

notion of an ‘ideal job’.This might not be a new in the name of a common culture and language, however 
That is why, you will often see television visuals of These genres might be different, in terms of their content, development, but it has accelerated over the past 10 manufactured and imagined these customs might be.
young people agitating over some government entrance mood and mode of performance — one inspirational, the years, as the Right has established its overwhelming The rise of this ‘new’ elite has given the lower middle-class exam, or delay in getting appointment letters after being other comic — they have several thematic ties. Both dominance in mainstream media and in public culture. groups a chimerical sense of participation in the process selected. Similarly, young men who have physical emerge from a context of extreme patriarchal What would be seen as ‘toxic masculinity’ in liberal of power. If earlier, they saw the government as a potential train for years to fulfil their dream of joining the ‘machismo’. The discursive motifs are connected: spaces, is an ideal in the ideologies of the Right. There is benefactor, today, they see the government as an Army. It is only natural that when they are told that they Young men aspire to be tough as well as strong and are a paradoxical identification with the state, embodiment of national identity. This is what makes will only be in uniform for four years, the violence ready to sacrifice themselves. Even if the man is simultaneously with the deification of private enterprise. joining the Army such a potent act. It combines bottled up inside them will explode and set fire to the unattractive, in some cases, it does not matter, because This is closely connected with the victory of the machismo, honour, power and authority and it fructifies streets.

Helping Afghanistan

PRESIDENTIAL polls have a history of turning the 
country’s political fortunes. The numbers game 
for Rashtrapati Bhavan began in 1967 when the 
united Opposition, under the banner of the 
Samyukta Vidhayak Dal, nominated former Chief 
Justice of India K Subba Rao for the President’s 
post. Justice Rao was the author of the judgment 
in Golaknath vs State of Punjab, where he ruled 
that fundamental rights could not be amended by 
Parliament. The Congress, led by Indira Gandhi, 
was quick to oppose Subba Rao. She sought 
support from the Left parties to get Dr Zakir 
Hussain elected as President.

When President Zakir Hussain died on May 3, 1969, 
in office, Indira stunned her own party managers 
by backing VV Giri. The Congress party had 
issued a whip to all party members to vote for 
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy. Indira appealed to all 
Congress MPs and MLAs to vote according to 
their “conscience”. VV Giri was elected and 
Indira was subsequently expelled from the 
Congress.The build-up for the presidential 
elections 2022 started six months ago when the 
Opposition was viewing it to be some sort of a 
contest as the combined strength of the NDA was 
short of 50 per cent in the electoral college that 
elects the President. Some leaders in the 
Opposition had a calculation, counting heavily on 
the possible electoral success of the Samajwadi 
Party-RLD combine in Uttar Pradesh and the 
Congress’ success in the Uttarakhand Assembly 
polls that would have depleted the NDA vote kitty 
further. The names of two towering personalities, 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and Sharad 
Pawar, were zeroed in on as the Opposition’s 
nominees, though Kumar has constantly denied 
such a possibility. It was also proposed that poll 
strategist Prashant Kishor would try to bring 
Andhra Chief Minister Jaganmohan Reddy and 
Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao 
into the Opposition camp to make the contest far 
closer than expected.However, this grand strategy 
never took off. The re-election of the Yogi 
Adityanath government in UP and the assumption 
of power by the Pushkar Dhami dispensation in 
Uttarakhand dealt a blow to the Opposition’s 
game-plan. Next, Kishor fell out with the 
Congress and announced his focus on Bihar. The 
subsequent political uncertainty in Maharashtra, 
the Congress’ obsession with the Enforcement 
Directorate’s probe into the National Herald case 
and other events further eroded the Opposition 
ranks.When Mamata Banerjee took the initiative 
to search for a joint Opposition nominee, Pawar 
ruled himself out, followed by Farooq Abdullah 
and Gopalkrishna Gandhi. Hurriedly, the 
Opposition opted for Yashwant Sinha, former 
Union Finance Minister and IAS officer-turned-
politician. The former BJP stalwart, however, 
lacks the ability to penetrate the NDA vote bank. 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar quickly 
announced support to NDA nominee Droupadi 
Murmu.

The selection of Murmu, an Adivasi politician from 
Odisha, has been hailed as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s masterstroke by the BJP-NDA 
leaders. The choice seems high on optics and 
symbolism. The country has had a woman 
President, Pratibha Patil, whose tenure (2007-12) 
was lacklustre. GG Swell, a tribal Christian, had 
unsuccessfully contested the 1992 presidential 
elections against Dr Sharma.A closer look at the 
past presidents would tell a fascinating story of 
those holding the high office having a streak of an 
independent mind. Rajendra Prasad’s differences 
with Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru are well 
documented. Even Giani Zail Singh, initially 
viewed as an ‘Indira Gandhi loyalist’, went on to 
give some difficult moments to PM Rajiv Gandhi, 
launching against him a war of nerves of 
extraordinary ferocity. Despite his four-fifths 
majority in the Lok Sabha, and, perhaps, because 
of the Bofors allegations, Rajiv lived in constant 
dread of a presidential proclamation dismissing 
him and dissolving the House. He heaved a sigh of 
relief only when Zail Singh's term was over on 
July 24, 1987.

before, but at the same time, it has added some more best of accuracy. One will not see many jawans below 21 THE Agnipath scheme has become one of the most 
technical equipment for battlefield situational awareness or 22 years taking part in those competitions. Our most discussed schemes related to the military. Since the 
and so on. The soldiers need to have the necessary mass adopted lot of soldiers, even in the infantry which needs government has taken a decision to implement it, the 
and strength in their bodies so that they can carry that the most physically fit jawans as compared to any other services chiefs were at pains to describe its benefits during 
much weight into the battle.Anyone who has visited any arm, do not mostly belong to the Agnipath service bracket. its launch ceremony. The benefits stated are: a more 
Indian Army recruitment training centre would have It is not just for competition, this factor applies across the youthful profile, more technology-savvy and more 
noticed that almost 80 per cent of our recruits do not have board, whenever we need to pick up jawans for the most diverse manpower available to the military. The age 
the muscle mass necessary for a soldier. We are genetically sensitive operations on the Line of Control or in profile planned for entry is 17.5 to 21 years (raised to 23 as 
not as well-built as the people in western countries. Only a insurgency areas.a one-time relaxation). A youngster who is physically and 
small percentage of our recruits have had enough milk or academically good, normally, makes it in the first chance. If the crunch issue is youthful profile, why would the 

The age bracket of the majority of the Agniveers infantry not pick the young soldiers for the most 
in the unit is likely to be 18 to 23 years. The sensitive tasks? When the whole sub-unit has to take 
average age of a sepoy will be around 21-22 part, then everyone goes, but that does not prove the 
years. point that we are taking the younger ones because of 

their youthful profile. This whole argument that the The requirement of physical fitness in the Army is 
Indian Army soldiers are old and, therefore, the military utmost in the infantry, they being foot soldiers. 
needs a reform of the Agnipath type is a made-up Therefore, it is appropriate to discuss this issue 
argument. Individuals normally do not do very well in in the context of an infantry battalion. I am an 
their first exposure to gunfire. Operations need battle-infantry officer. I have served with my unit 
hardened soldiers and not greenhorns. The word across all terrains, including in active 
‘veteran’ when used in the context of the Army, operations, therefore, I may share my first-hand 
signifies exactly that. It is the combination of physical experience. The soldiers, on whom we actually 
fitness, endurance and experience which delivers in the depend upon for the better part, for the most 
battle.difficult of the tasks, including those which 

require extreme physical challenges, are not the The second issue is about technology adoption. The 
raw soldiers. With some exceptions, the most younger generation is definitely more technology-
adapted soldiers are in the age bracket of 22 to savvy, but the Army will not gain by changing its 
35 years.Before I discuss the reasons, I would soldiers every four years. Some of the weapon systems 
explain about the foreign armies who have are so complex that the jawans need a fairly long time to 
adopted such measures. In the developed learn to exploit them and gain confidence.ghee at home. The others come from very modest 
countries, their folks are not willing to join the armed Agnipath will help the government save on its pension bill. backgrounds. Their health actually starts improving after 
forces as a full career. Some of those countries had to However, the other two arguments put up in support of they start getting proper nutrition in the Army. In the 
resort to conscription and the others had to incentivise the Agnipath do not stand scrutiny against past experience.Indian Army, the graph of physical fitness of a soldier 
military service for getting their people to serve a short The government has also decided to do away with caste-actually starts going up after he joins the Army. It moves 
stint in the military. We have seen that these militaries are based regiments in the Army. Our experience with the all-up through his 20s, then it flattens and starts going down at 
not doing very well in operations. The argument being put India regiments has been as good. At the same time, we around 35 years. This is the reason why a soldier is taken in 
forward in favour of Agnipath does not rest on any need to appreciate that regimentation in a mixed unit is a the Army for 15 years and not allowed beyond that.
substantiated merit. function of long service in the unit. Therefore, there is a On the issue of physical fitness, the western countries are 

The kind of physical fitness required of a soldier is not just direct link between the changes proposed by government. better placed than us. Even at a young age, their citizens 
related to age. An infantry soldier needs to carry 30 to 35 Strong regimentation, be it through the caste bond or long have much higher body mass, including arms’ strength. 
kg of weight in battle, because he needs to be self- service together, is one of the reasons why the Army units Our recruits are good in long distance running, but they are 
sustained for logistics as well as ammunition. Some of can take on much heavier casualties, as compared to most very lightly built, particularly in the upper body. It takes 
them have to carry machine guns, mortars and other man- western armies.around five years of service for them to build their bodies 
pack weapon systems. The additional loads are shared Taking the performance of a military for granted can be and toughen up to carry the battle loads.
within the entire fighting sub-unit. Even in the most disastrous, like Russian President Putin has realised. Four The infantry units hold regular professional weapons 
advanced countries’armies, the soldiers have to carry that years of service for a jawan in our context is too less. It is competitions, like mortars firing, MMG firing, anti-tank 
much weight. Technology has provided no succour to that. likely to be disruptive and will need modification down weapons, commando platoon and so on. They need to 
Technology has made some of the equipment lighter than the line.carry complete battle loads and fire their weapons to the 

After farmers’ stir, alliance seems to be regaining ground

This whole argument that the Indian Army soldiers are old and, therefore, the military needs a reform of the Agnipath type is a made-up argument. Individuals normally don’t 
do very well in their first exposure to fire. Operations need battle-hardened soldiers and not greenhorns. The word ‘veteran’ when used in the context of the Army, signifies 

exactly that. It is the combination of physical sfitness, endurance and experience which delivers in the battle.

A soldier’s job means everything to the youth in India’s smaller towns and villages
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Ranveer vs Wild with Bear 
Grylls trailer: Ranveer crosses 
mountains & dark caves to get 

THIS for wife Deepika

Ranveer Singh will soon be seen taking an 
adventurous ride in Netflix special Ranveer vs 
Wild with Bear Grylls. Ahead of the show's 
release, the makers dropped the trailer sharing a 
glimpse of Ranveer's ventures out in the jungle, 
doing his own stunts for the first time ever, while 
picking up new survival skills. Not just that, he will 
also be seen getting into the depths of the wild to 
find a rare gift for his lady love, Deepika Padukone 
in the forests of Serbia with viewers picking the 
course of his escapades. Yes, you read it right, 
Ranveer who never fails to make his lady love feel 
special will search for a special flower for Deepika. 

In the trailer, he can be heard saying, "Pyaar ke liye 
log chaand taare tod ke laate hain, main Deepika ke 
liye ek phool tod ke laane waala hoon. Woh bahut 
special phool hai, woh kabhi marta nahi hai, bilkul 
meri pyaar ki tarah. (People move mountains for 
love, I’m going to get a special flower for Deepika. 
Just like my love, the flower never dies.)" 

Talking about the show, Ranveer revealed that 
during his journey on Ranveer vs Wild with Bear 
Grylls, he felt fearful many times but he took the 
leap of faith to overcome his fears. "Sometimes 
fear can stop you and limit you. It can stop you 
from taking the next step, from growing and 
evolving. Don't let fear have that control or power 
over you. It will stop you.""One has to keep 
moving forward. Fear is one thing that when you 
experience it you must feel it, deal with it, process 
it and overcome it. You have to take that leap of 
faith," Singh added. Ranveer Vs Wild With Bear 
Grylls marks Ranveer's OTT debut. Ranveer 
Singh's upcoming projects

Ranveer Singh was last seen on the screen in 
Jayeshbhai Jordaar. He will be next seen in Cirkus 
and Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani.

Adnan Sami's massive 
transformation stuns the internet 

as he looks unrecognizable in 
pics from Maldives

hen we hear that one of our favorite celebrities is ready to start filming one of 
their major projects, we frequently tend to check it out or explore it to learn 
more, even just to have a quick look at how they are dressing or what they are W

about to shoot.
In the case of Seerat Kapoor, curiosity has been on the extreme rise! Alas, the wait is over 

as the actress gets papped from the sets of 
her upcoming feature with ace producer 
Dil Raju, setting standards high. 

Seerat has been currently in Hyderabad 
shooting for her next big Telugu feature, 
which is backed by Dil Raju's production, 
and we hear the film is all about dance. On 
the sets, the actress gets papped looking no 
less than a goddess of beauty. Without a 
doubt, we can say that Seerat is one of 
those actresses we have in tinsel town who 
can hail any look like a pro with her unique 
style, and that's what the talk is about. We 
have brought to you the exclusive image 
from inside the sets of Dil Raju.

Seerat has just given us a quick sneak into 
her look from her on location which seems 
to be some studio where Seerat is seen 
donning a black crisscross sports bra with 
denim pants and net stockings beneath it.

Talking about the hair, the actress went with 
her perfect curls in a half-tie updo. In 
addition, her make-up seems neutral, with 
perfect brows and a light lip shade to 
complete her look. We notice long earrings 
for accessories. This look is winning our 
hearts and we can't wait to see the entire 
ensemble of the actress. In the picture, 
Seerat is captured while taking a shot in 
front of the camera. Although we aren't able to gauge much through the picture, we can't 
wait for the actress to reveal further details.

On the work front, Seerat will be also making her big screen Bollywood debut along with 
Nasiruddin Shah and Tushar Kapoor in Maarich, which is soon going to hit the theaters.

areena Kapoor wished her sister Karisma Kapoor on her 
48th birthday with an adorable childhood picture. The Kactress took to her social media and expressed her love 

for her elder sister as she shared a cute photo of little Karisma. 
Calling her the 'best sister,' Bebo wrote, "To the pride of our 
family …This is my most favourite picture of you, Aaj Sab 
bolo... Happy birthday to our LoLo #just the best sister ever… 
@therealkarismakapoor."

After Kareena's post, several of Bebo and Lolo's fans, friends 
and family members wished the Raja Babu actress. Neha 
Dhupia wrote, "Happy birthday Lolo." Ranveer Singh posted 
heart emojis. "Ohhh lolo (heart emojis) happy birthday to our 
loveliest," Amruta Arora wished Karisma. Director Zoya 
Akhtar also commented on the photo saying, "How cute 
(smiley emoji) happy b Lolo." 

Meanwhile, Kareena Kapoor is currently holidaying in London 
with her family, husband Saif Ali Khan and two sons, Taimur 
and Jeh. They are accompanied by their relatives Rima Jain, 
Armaan Jain, Anissa Malhotra and Nitasha Nanda. 

Kareena Kapoor's Upcoming Projects
The actress recently wrapped her OTT debut, which is a murder 

mystery and will stream on Netflix. It is a screen adaptation of 
one of Keigo Higashino's most acclaimed works, 'The 
Devotion of Suspect X'. It is based on a story of a single 
mother who thought she had finally escaped the clutches of 
her abusive ex-husband but things do not really go her way. 
The project also stars Vijay Varma and Jaideep Ahlawat in 
prominent roles. 

Kareena also has 'Laal Singh Chaddha' in her kitty, It is 
scheduled to release on August 11, 2022. The film also stars 
Aamir Khan, Naga Chaitanya, and Mona Singh. It is the 
official remake of Tom Hanks' 1994 film 'Forrest Gump' and is 
directed by Advait Chandan.

dnan Sami has undoubtedly entertained 
music lovers with his versatile songs in a Acareer spanning over 25 years. Apart from 

his songs what caught the most attention recently 
was his massive weight loss as he is speculated to 
lose almost 155 kg. He rubbished reports which 
claimed that he underwent liposuction surgery. 
While his transformation motivated many, it also 
left few of his fans shocked. The singer who was 
honoured with the Padma Shri, India's fourth-
highest civilian award last year is currently having 
the time of his life with his family in the Maldives. 
On Thursday, Adnan took to Twitter and shared 
pictures from his Island vacation. While everything 
just seemed perfect like the picturesque 
background, fans failed to recognize Adnan in his 
pictures.  As he shared the pictures, he mentioned, 
"Just Chilling in Kudavillingiliresort…Another 
Paradise!"

Fans were shocked to see Adnan's selfie and they 
took to the comments section, reacting to his 
pictures. One of them wrote, "You should be made 
the universal brand ambassador of that Before-
After adverts, no matter who wants to promote their 
brands, only your pics to be used...Wonderful 
Transformation...."Another fan commented, 
"Damn you look so good, Rab Rakha!"

from the sets of her 
upcoming film 'Dil Raju'

Kareena Kapoor Khan wishes Karisma on birthday with 
adorable post, calls her 'pride of our family'

Check out this BTS picture of 

Seerat
 Kapoor 

Seerat Kapoor has been currently in 
Hyderabad shooting for her next big 

Telugu feature, which is backed by Dil 
Raju's production, and we hear the film 

is all about dance.
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decrease in cess collection, widened further as a New Delhi: By almost four years, until March 31, 
result of COVID-19, despite the fact that states' 2026, the government has prolonged the 
protected revenue has been expanding at a 14 deadline for the the GST compensation cess 
percent compounded growth rate.The whole levy.The compensation cess will continue to be 
GST compensation due from the centre to the collected from July 1, 2022, to March 31, 2026, 
states through May 31, 2022, has been made in accordance with the Goods and Services Tax 
available.PTI reported that according to Rajat (Period of Levy and Collection of Cess) Rules, 
Mohan, senior partner at AMRG & Associates, 2022, which were announced by the finance 
the extension of the compensation cess charge ministry.On June 30, the cess levy was 
will result in increased tax rates being applied supposed to terminate. However, the GST 
to goods including tobacco, cigarettes, hookah, Council, which consists of state FMs and is 
aerated water, high-end motorcycles, aircraft, presided over by Union Finance Minister 

issued ? 1.1 lakh crore in 2020–21 and ? 1.59 yachts, and motor cars.Nirmala Sitharaman, opted to prolong it till 
lakh crore in 2021–22 as back-to-back loans to March 2026 in order to return the loans that Deloitte India Partner M S Mani, told PTI, "the 
cover a portion of the shortfall in cess were obtained in the previous two fiscal years to extension of the levy of compensation cess, 
collection, which is causing the states' resource make up for the shortfall in their revenue although expected, will continue to impose a 
gaps.For the borrowing in 2021–2022, the collection.The system of compensating states burden on the impacted businesses, especially 
Centre has paid back ? 7,500 crore in interest for revenue shortfalls brought on by the sectors like automotive, which need to be 
costs, and ? 14,000 crore is still owed this fiscal inclusion of their levies, including VAT, in the encouraged as it is one of the sectors that have a 
year. The principal will be repaid beginning in single national tax GST, will stop in June 2022, m u l t i p l i e r  e f f e c t  o n  G D P  a n d  
2023 and will continue through March 2026.On Sitharaman stated following the 45th GST employment."While Abhishek Jain, Partner 
July 1, 2017, the government implemented the Council meeting in Lucknow in September of Indirect Tax, KPMG in India, told PTI, "The 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), and states were last year.To repay the borrowings made in issue of whether the states would be 
guaranteed reimbursement for any revenue 2020–21 and 2021–22 to make up for states' lost compensated beyond five years or not may 
losses resulting from its implementation for GST revenue, a compensating cess on luxury finally get decided in the upcoming GST 
five years.The gap between predicted revenue and depreciable products will still be collected Council meeting." 
and the actual revenue receipt, which includes a until March 2026.The Centre has borrowed and 

Sensex, Nifty gain for 2nd day amid firm 
global trends; close up nearly 1%

New Delhi:  Benchmark Sensex and Nifty rose cent, Hindustan Unilever by 2.3 per cent, ICICI per cent), consumer discretionary goods & 
by nearly 1 per cent on Friday, extending gains Bank by 2 per cent, and Bharti Airtel by 1.72 per services (1.68 per cent), consumer durables 
for a second straight day on the back of buying cent.Index heavyweight Reliance Industries (1.47 per cent) and finance (1.40 per cent). 
in auto, banking, and energy stocks in line with rebounded 1.47 per cent and Tata Steel by 1.42 Information Technology and teck were the only 
firm global trends.The 30-share BSE Sensex per cent. Nestle, HDFC Bank, HDFC, Ultratech laggards.As many as 2,401 stocks advanced, 
advanced further by 462.26 points or 0.88 per Cement, Maruti, Kotak Bank, Axis Bank and while 906 declined and 141 remained 
cent to settle at 52,727.98 as 23 of its SBI also advanced.On the other hand, Tech unchanged.On a weekly basis, Sensex jumped 
constituents ended in the green. During the day, Mahindra, Infosys, HCL Technologies, TCS, 2.66 per cent or 1,367 points after two straight 
it rallied 644.15 points or 1.23 per cent to Wi p r o  a n d  S u n  P h a r m a  w e r e  t h e  weeks of losses. The broader Nifty spurted by 
52,909.87.The Nifty rose by 142.60 points or laggards.Markets edged higher for the second 2.64 per cent or 405.75 points, ending two 
0.92 per cent to settle at 15,699.25 with 39 of its consecutive session, driven by firm global cues. weeks of losses."Markets are witnessing 
scrips posting gains. Sensex and Nifty had Healthy rebound financials, metals and PSU consolidation after the sharp decline and 
recovered nearly 1 per cent on Thursday. banks aided sentiments," Ajit Mishra, VP - awaiting some fresh triggers. Since we don’t 

Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.The have any major domestic events, global updates "Mirroring a firm trend in the global market and 
broader markets outperformed and ended viz. market performance, crude movement and in response to declining commodity prices, the 
higher in the range of 1.4 per cent to 1.6 per easing of the geopolitical situation will remain domestic market maintained its positive trend. 
cent. Barring IT, all the other sectoral indices on the participants’ radar," Mishra said.The up-move was supported by broad-based 
ended in the green.buying except in IT," said Vinod Nair, Head of Elsewhere in Asia, markets in Tokyo, Seoul, 

Research at Geojit Financial Services. The BSE smallcap gauge jumped 1.60 per cent Hong Kong and Shanghai ended with sharp 
and the midcap index gained 1.53 per cent. gains.European markets were also trading in From the Sensex pack, M&M was the biggest 

the green in mid-session deals. The US markets gainers, spurting 4.28 per cent. IndusInd Bank Among the BSE sectoral indices, telecom jumped 
had ended with gains on Thursday.rose by 2.59 per cent, Bajaj Finance by 2.58 per 2.53 per cent, auto (1.98 per cent) power (1.73 

GST compensation cess 
extended till March 2026, govt 
notifies
New Delhi: According to a notification issued 

on Friday, June 24, the central government 
has extended the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) compensation levy until March 2026. 
This compensation window extension, 
however, is not for states, according to the 
notice. The expansion of the GST 
compensation charge has made it possible to 
repay previous borrowings undertaken to 
pay promised compensation to states. This 
comes just as the GST council is set to meet 
in a few days."In exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-section (2) of section 12 
read with section 8 of the Goods and 
Services Tax (Compensation to States) Act, 
2017 (15 of 2017), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following rule, on the 
recommendations of the Council: "On 
Friday, the finance ministry issued an 
extraordinary gazette. Read More: 

Free Term Insurance Calculator
"The time for levying and collecting cess 

under sub-section (1) of section 8 of the 
Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to 
States) Act, 2017 shall be extended till 
March 31, 2026." the gazette further read. 
Read More: 

The extension was ordered to repay previous 
borrowings promised compensation to 
states. The prolongation of the GST levy will 
also aid in the payment of compensation to 
states due for the months of May and June 
2022.The levy of GST compensation cess on 
some products and services has already been 
extended until March 2026 to compensate 
states for borrowings and arrears of 
compensation paid in the previous two fiscal 
years.In a move to get all states on board 
with the new norm that subsumed most 
state-level levies, the Centre pledged a GST 
revenue growth of 14% per year for five 
years up to June 30, 2022, while rolling out 
the regime in 2017. For the next five years, 
any shortfall will be covered by the 
compensation cess fund, according to the 
Centre.The extension has been notified in 
accordance with the payback plan agreed 
upon at the GST Council meeting in 
September 2021. States will not receive GST 
compensation beginning July 1st of this 
year. Despite the fact that some states have 
requested an extension, the Centre remains 
opposed. The GST council will convene 
next week in Chandigarh.

class.The government slapped a 10 per cent 
super tax on 13 high-earning sectors with a 
revenue impact of Rs 80 billion for the next 
financial year 2022-23.

The Poverty Alleviation Tax, a one-time tax, 
which was levied at the rate of 2 per cent of 
the income of over Rs 300 million through 
the Finance Bill on June 10, has been 
proposed to amend as a 1 per cent tax on the 
income between Rs 150 million to 199.99 
million, 2 per cent tax on the income between 
Rs 200 million to 249.99 million, 3 per cent 
tax on the income between Rs 250 million to 
299.99 million and 4 per cent tax on the 
income of 300 million and above, reported 
Geo News.The government slapped a 10 per 
cent super tax on 13 big industries including 
cement, sugar, steel, oil and gas, RLNG 
Terminal, textiles, banking, auto industry, 

New Delhi: Owing to the demand of the tobacco, fertilizer, aviation, chemicals and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) beverages.The government has proposed a 
withdrawing relief given on June 10, tax on jewellery shops as on-premises of 
Shehbaz Sharif government on Friday shops, it has been fixed at Rs 40,000 per shop 
increased the tax rates for the salaried class. delivery platform Blinkit for Rs 4447 crore: Ismail also chaired a meeting related to the of jewellery. There are nearly 30,000 
It had withdrawn the tax relief to the salaried All you need to know) government`s strategy for hiking power jewellery shops and only a few shops are 
class announced on June 10 and the Federal tariffs, reported Geo News. registered. The Withholding Tax on the sale The Ministry of Finance high-ups disclosed to 
Board of Revenue (FBR`s) collection target of gold by consumers was cut to 1 per cent The News that all IMF`s demands on the The Fund has objected to the government`s 
was increased to Rs 7,470 billion, reported from 4 per cent, reported Geo News.The fiscal front were almost fulfilled and now it estimates of allocating Rs 225 billion for 
Geo News.On Personal Income Tax (PIT), Imran Khan-led PTI government had made a was expected that the Fund staff would share Price Differential Claims (PDCs) for the next 
the government raised a tax amount of Rs 80 commitment with the IMF for raising the tax a draft of the Memorandum of Financial and budget as the IMF assessed that it might 
billion as first, the government abolished tax amount of Rs 335 billion through an Economic Policies (MEFP) next week on escalate to over Rs 350 to Rs 450 billion.
relief of Rs 47 billion and then raised a tax increased rate of slabs for the salaried class Monday. (ALSO READ: Govt extends GST The government, to collect the amount, took 
amount of Rs 35 billion, so the FBR was but the PDM-led coalition government compensation cess till March 2026) The IMF some drastic measures by increasing the tax 
going to collect Rs 235 billion from salaried convinced the IMF for collecting Rs100 and the Ministry of Finance as well as the rate on high-income earners to fetch Rs 120 
class in the next budget against a collection of billion less than agreed by the previous PTI-State Bank of Pakistan are holding parleys billion for poverty alleviation and Rs 35 
Rs 200 billion in the outgoing fiscal year. led government with the IMF.continuously. Finance Minister Miftah billion by raising tax rates for the salaried 
(ALSO READ: Zomato to acquire grocery 

Zomato to acquire grocery 
delivery platform Blinkit for 
Rs 4447 crore: All you need to 
know

New Delhi: A recent decline in 
commodi ty  p r ices  a l l ayed  
concerns about inflation and the 
prospect of rate hikes, causing 
stocks on international markets to 
surge on Friday and post  
significant gains for the week.

The MSCI global index jumped 4.8 
percent for the week, ending three 
straight weeks of falls, and the 
S&P 500 increased 3.1 percent, its 
largest daily percentage rise since 
M a y  2 0 2 0 . I n d i a n  e q u i t y  
benchmarks rose for the second 
straight session on Friday, capping 
off a positive week. The domestic 
indices followed overnight gains 
on Wall Street by Asian markets, 
which closed out the week on a 
high.For the week, the S&P 500 
increased by 6.4 per cent, the Dow 
increased by 5.4 per cent, and the 
Nasdaq increased by 7.5 per cent. 
A bear market was verified the 
previous week by the benchmark 
S&P 500. From a two-week low, 
US Treasury yields slowly 
increased. Both the global MSCI 
stock index and the pan-European 
STOXX 600 index increased by 
2.62 per cent and 2.63 per cent, 
respectively.Investors  have 
expressed fear that the aggressive 
i n t e r e s t  r a t e  r i s e s  b e i n g  
implemented by the Federal 
Reserve and other major central 
banks to combat inflation could 
lead to a recession, which would 
decrease demand for commodities 
and other items."The (stock) 
market came into this week 
oversold, so it was time for a 
bounce," Quincy Krosby, chief 
equity strategist at LPL Financial 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, told 
Reuters"We've seen oil prices 
come down along with other 
commodity prices," she said, 
adding that the market's move is 
reflecting "expectations of at least 
a marked slowdown if not an out-
and-out recession."The pan-
European STOXX 600 index rose 
2.62% and MSCI's gauge of stocks 
across the globe gained 2.63%.

Standard copper on the London 
Metal Exchange was down 0.

Global Stocks' Gains Sharp For 
The Week On Tempered 

Inflation Outlook

Forex Reserves Fall As Rupee Hits New All-Time Lows Repeatedly

Pakistan raises tax rates for salaried class on IMF demands

?India's foreign exchange 
reserves fell to their lowest in 
over a year, dropping nearly 
$6 billion to about $591 
billion in the week ending 
June 17.

New Delhi:

assets and pro-cyclical currencies. This is a 
dollar-positive environment. As above, one 
is starting to hear of the need for 'more 
forceful' monetary tightening around the 
world now," he added.If the rupee's 
performance is anything to go by, and with 
the RBI participating actively in the spot and 
futures FX markets to defend the fledgling 
rupee, further erosion in the country's import 
war chest is more likely. Indeed, the rupee hit 
a new life-time low close of 78.33 against the 
US dollar on Friday.

A further breakdown of the RBI report showed 
all components of the country's foreign 

India's foreign exchange reserves exchange reserves declined during the week 
fell to their lowest in over a year, dropping under review.The foreign currency assets 
nearl  $6 billion to about $591 billion in the (FCA), which are the biggest component of 
week ending June 17, data showed. the forex reserves, decreased by $5.362 

The Reserve Bank of India's weekly statistical billion to $526.882 billion, according to a 
supplement data showed the country's forex PTI report.The value of the appreciation or 
reserves fell by $5.87 billion to $590.588 depreciation of non-US currencies held in 
during the week ending June 17 from foreign exchange reserves, such as the euro, yen.The rupee has declined significantly, lacklustre trend in domestic equities and $596.458 billion in the week ending June 10, pound, and yen, is included in the foreign hitting new record intra-day lows and all- persistent foreign capital outflows weighed below the $600 billion level for the second currency assets (FCA), expressed in dollar time low closes - almost every other day on investor sentiments.”A phrase starting to week in a row.For the third week in a row, the terms.Gold holdings fell by $258 million to since breaching the 77 per dollar market just be used more broadly amongst the central nation's foreign exchange reserves had $40.584 billion.The Special Drawing Rights after the Russia-Ukraine war started in late bank community is the need for 'more decreased. Over the last three weeks under (SDRs) of the International Monetary Fund February. forceful' monetary tightening to address scrutiny, it has fallen by $10.785 billion. (IMF) fell by $233 million to $18.155 billion inflation," Chris Turner, Global Head of The rupee breached the 78 per dollar rate for That fall in the country's import cover is in the week ending June 17.The information Markets at ING, had noted.the first time on June 13, during the latest primarily driven by the dollar's surge across showed that the country's reserve position RBI reporting period for the forex reserves. "Central bankers driving real interest rates the board, with emerging market currencies with the IMF fell by $17 million to $4.968 higher will be a continued headwind for risk Forex traders said weak Asian currencies, a taking a bigger hit along with the Japanese billion during the reporting week.

New Delhi: Zomato, a food delivery platform, 
has agreed to purchase instant grocery 
company Blinkit in an all-stock deal for Rs 
4,447 crore ($569 million), as it tries to 
capitalise on a rapidly increasing market for 
quick grocery delivery.

According to a regulatory filing, Zomato 

would offer up to 629 million shares, 
representing a 6.88 percent ownership stake 
on a fully diluted basis, at an allotment price 
of Rs 70.76 per share. Before the transaction 
was announced, Zomato shares finished at 
Rs 70.35 on the BSE, up 1.15 percent. Read 
More: SBI customers alert! UPI services 
will be down between these hours

HOTPL, Blinkit's storage and auxiliary 
services business, was also acquired by 
Zomato for $8 million. It would not, 
however, acquire the B2B trading firm 
because it no longer fits into its strategic 
ambitions, according to the company. Read 
More: Gold price today, June 25: Check gold 
rate in Delhi, Patna, Lucknow, Kolkata, 
Kanpur, Kerala and other cities

According to a report, Japan's SoftBank, 
which owns 46 percent of Blinkit, would 
receive a 3.2 percent ownership in Zomato 
as part of the purchase. Tiger Global 
Management will own around 1.3 percent of 
Zomato, with Sequoia Capital owning an 
additional 0.5 percent.

Other Blinkit (formerly Grofers) investors 
who stand to gain new Zomato shares 
include Korea's KTB Ventures, Yuri 
Milner's Apollete Asia, and Bennett 
Coleman & Co. Ltd.The Blinkit acquisition 
highlights the hyper-competitive and cash-
hungry character of the fast commerce 
industry. Blinkit was one of almost 40 
unicorns born in India last year. A unicorn is 
a startup with a valuation of $1 billion or 
more.While the statutory lock-in period is 
six months, we have negotiated a 12-month 
lock-in period for selling Blinkit 
stockholders," Zomato noted.

In a blog post, Zomato's founder and CEO, 
Deepinder Goyal, stated that rapid 
commerce has been the company's strategic 
objective since last year, when it first 
invested in Blinkit. "This market has grown 
significantly, both in India and abroad, as 
customers have discovered great value in 
speedy delivery of groceries and other 
necessities." This company is also 
synergistic with our main food business, 
offering Zomato a long-term advantage," he 
added.Dhindsa will continue to be the 
market leader in rapid commerce. The 
transaction is expected to close in August.

The agreement will provide assistance to 
Blinkit as competition in rapid commerce 
has increased. Earlier this year, Blinkit 
reportedly fired off employees.

?Pakistan had withdrawn the 
tax relief  to the salaried 
class announced on June 10.

?The IMF and the Ministry of  
Finance as well as the State 
Bank of  Pakistan are holding 
parleys continuously.

Nearly Four Years; Until March 2026
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innings after West Indies won the toss and New Delhi Bangladesh came up with an 
opted to bowl.Bangladesh were going improved batting show on Day 1 of the 2nd 
steady at 105/2 after a solid partnership Test but none of their batters were able to 
between Anamul Haque and Najmul convert their starts into big scores. West 
Hossain Shanto. Haque, who last played a Indies bowled the visitors out for 234, the 
Test eight years ago on the same ground, second time in the series Bangladesh have 
was sent back for 23 by Phillip while Kyle been shot out on the opening day of the Test.
Mayers dismissed Shanto LBW for 26.West Indies reached Stumps on Day 1 of the 

It was a disappointing outing with the bat for 2nd Test at the Darren Sammy Stadium in St 
captain Shakib Al Hasan as he was out Lucia at 67 for 0 with captain Kraigg 
bowled by Jayden Seales for 8.Brathwaite and opener John Campbell 

remaining unbeaten on 30 and 32, Bangladesh was 159-6 at tea with Liton Das 
otherwise disappointing batting show. respectively. West Indies trail Bangladesh's settled in, but as soon as he reached his 14th 
Tamim looked like he had his eye in while first innings total by 167 runs.West Indies Test fifty, he was dismissed by Joseph on 53.
hitting nine boundaries for 46, but he was are looking to complete a clean sweep of the The team passed 200 thanks to tailenders 
rooted to the crease while poking at Alzarri 2-match Test series after having won the Shoriful Islam, who hit five boundaries off 
J o s e p h  a n d  w a s  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  series opener in Antigua by 7 wickets last Roach for 26, and Ebadot Hossain, who was 
covers.Anderson Phillip, given his Test week.Notably, Bangladesh were shot down 21 not out.seales and Joseph claimed three 
debut after Gudakesh Motie was tried in for 103 in the first innings of the first Test as wickets each and Phillip and Mayers two 
Antigua, earned the first wicket with his West Indies went on to win it by a each.Campbell and Brathwaite showed 
second delivery when he bowled Mahmudul comfortable margin with almost 2 days to there were no tricks in the pitch when they 
Hasan Joy for 10. However, senior pacer s p a r e . O p e n e r  Ta m i m  I q b a l  a n d  scored at more than four an over in 16 overs 
Kemar Roach, who shone with 7 wickets in wicketkeeper-batter Litton Das were the to reduce the deficit to 167 runs.
the first Test, went wicketless in the first only positives for Bangladesh in an 

on Saturday.Notably, it was Patidar's New Delhi  Rajat Patidar continued is fine run 
second hundred in the ongoing Ranji in the ongoing Ranji Trophy season as the 
Trophy season. He is second on the list Madhya Pradesh batter hit a hundred in the 
of run-scorers in the ongoing season, final against Mumbai on Day 4 of the big 
having taken his tally past 600 at an final at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in 
average of 89 in 6 matches. Mumbai's Bengaluru on Saturday, June 25. Patidar got 
Sarfaraz Khan is on top of the list with to his 100 in just 163 deliveries as the young 
937 runs.Patidar also achieved a special batter punished the Mumbai bowlers on a 
double as the Madhya Pradesh batter hit good batting pitch in Bengaluru.Rajat 
a hundred in the Ranji Trophy final, a Patidar flaunted his flamboyance as the 29-
month after scoring a hundred in the year-old demoralised the Mumbai bowling 
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2022 attack with his free-flowing knock. Patidar 
Eliminator for Royal Challengers had a reprieve when he was caught off a no-
Bangalore against Lucknow Super ball when he was batting just after getting to 
Giants. Patidar hit 112 in just 54 balls as his fifty. Patidar curbed his aggression and 
RCB were able to knock out Lucknow played a stellar role in his 60-run stand with 
and progress to the Qualifier 2. Patidar captain Aditya Shrivastava.Patidar was also 
hit a fifty in Qualifier 2 against the third centurion for Madhya Pradesh in 
Rajasthan but it was not enough for RCB the first innings of the Ranji Trophy final as 
to progress to the final.Patidar played Yash Dubey (133) and Shubham Sharma 
crucial knocks in the knockouts for (116) helped them come up with a strong 

with a superbly-timed flick against Mohit Madhya Pradesh as he hit a quickfire 85 reply to Mumbai's total. It was the 8th first-
Avasthi. Patidar kept the scoreboard moving against Punjab in the quarter-final and class hundred for Patidar in 42nd 
at a brisk pace even as he was losing partners followed it up with a crucial 79 in the semi-match.Patidar resumed on his overnight 
in quick succession in the morning session final against Bengal.score of 67 and began Day 4 proceedings 

Ranji Trophy Final: Rajat Patidar completes special 
double after hundred for MP vs Mumbai in Bengaluru

'New Delhi The Caribbean Premier League, 
one of the most entertaining cricket 
franchise leagues across the world, have 
announced a new format of cricket called 
the 6ixty, with the expectation of being 
more participatory for the fans.

CPL has introduced a host of new rules, 
trying to eliminate the batter's advantage in 
the shortest format of the game to some 
extent, while on the other hand it has given 
incentives for bold cricket.Former 
cricketer Aakash Chopra offered his two 
cents on the competition and said that it 
might be odd to change the format too 
much.”Test matches used to be timeless, it 
was drawn once because a team would 
have missed their ship. Then came ODI 
cricket - that also went from 60 to 50 overs, 
then T20 came and now T10 has come. I 
mean how much will you change the game, 
the 6ixty is going to come. It is T10 with a 
twist."mentals are that a team has 11 
players and you need to get 10 players out 
to get the team all out. They said 10 players 
are too many for 10 overs, so we will make 

it shorter, get only six players out and the 
team is all out. 11 fielders will still be there 
o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  I  
understand."Although he backed some 
ideas of change and said that it is good that 
incentives were present for both batters 
and bowlers."This is very interesting that 
if any team hits two sixes in the first 12 
balls, then you can unlock a third 
powerplay, you don't need to take that 
together but anytime till the ninth over. So 
you have an incentive to go big in the first 
12 balls.""Five consecutive bowlers to be 
bowled from one side, that means five 
overs from one end and then five from the 
other, which does make sense, that you are 
trying to save time. The over is still of six 
deliveries, not like The Hundred."Chopra 
though pointed out the mystery hit pointer 
in the new format where the crowd decides 
a random ball in the innings which will be 
awarded as a free hit. He argued that it is 
quite odd for the bowler to be at a 
disadvantage despite doing nothing 
wrong.

whereas you go back 4-5 years, it was probably Australia are set to play Sri Lanka in a two-match 
the opposite," said Maxwell."It's been a nice Test series starting June 29. Pat Cummins’ team 
shift in mood and change in the way people see would be hopeful of coming out with points, 
me as a player, and that's really heart-warming as after excellent performances in the previous 
well," he added.He spoke on length about not series in the World Test Championship.
batting with pressure on his head, something that The team has performed well in the home 
has helped to express himself on the field."I'm conditions and in Pakistan, but they will be faced 
just putting less pressure on myself full-stop," he with a completely different challenge against 
said. "I think I've gone through those stages spin in Australia. The white ball side has already 
where I beat myself up for a shot that might be been troubled by the same, and now it is on Pat 
seen as indifferent or a dismissal that people Cummins to change the results.

completely fallen apart," Maxwell said of the don't agree with."I know what I'm trying to do. I Sri Lanka have been very strong in their home 
Baggy Green that had been doused in know what the team wants me to do. I know what conditions, and because of that, Australia have 
celebratory fluids and then left untouched in its the team expects me to do.The prolific hitter been prompted to opt for Glenn Maxwell as a 
neat accompanying carry bag for years,” delved a little into the new dressing room and cover in the middle order. This is the first time 
Maxwell said."So I'm going to need a new one said that over the last couple of years, the new that Maxwell has been picked up for a Test squad 
over here,” Maxwell added. leadership has changed what goes on behind the since 2017, and is heavily primed to play the first 

scenes."I'm so glad I get to stick around with Maxwell stated that he was glad to have the Test match. Speaking ahead of the match, 
them (my teammates) and help them win this backing of the cricketing fraternity ahead of this Maxwell joked that he would need a new Test 
Test series and to have that backing in the potential selection in the first XI.To have the cap, because the last one has been torn to shreds.
changeroom all-round is something that's really whole cricket fraternity, it actually feels like "She (Vini Raman) got it out of the bag and it had 
been special.they're really on my side to play Test cricket, 

ENG vs NZ | England captain Ben 
Stokes joins Adam Gilchrist in an 
elusive record in Test cricket

New Delhi CHAMPAGNE BOTTLE contributions from Madan Lal (17), India may be one of the most 
Syed Kirmani (14) and Balwinder dominant cricket nations in the world at the However, Kapil Dev had a steely 
Sandhu (11) got them to 183, which is moment but the seeds for the dominance determination to make sure India 
an unforgettable figure in Indian were sown on this day, 39 years ago as Kapil makes all the right noises in the UK. 
cricket.183 against the mighty West Dev-led Indian team won the coveted The influential captain firmly 
Indies looked meager but Kapil Dev's Cricket World Cup trophy, beating the believed that India did not go to 
men were charged up to give their mighty West Indies in the final. On June 25, England to make up numbers but to 
much-fancied opponents a run for their 1983, India scripted history and stunned the create a stir. And, India exactly did 
money.Sandhu got Gordon Greenidge world by rallying against odds and winning that.
early to lift India's hopes but Vivian the prestigious trophy at the home of cricket, "When that tour was starting I saw a 
Richards was breaking a million the Lord's Cricket Ground.Not many gave small champagne bottle in (Kapil 
Indian hearts back home as he started India a chance when they arrived in the UK Dev's) bag. I told him to give it to us. 
taking the attack to the Indian for the World Cup campaign. The lack of 'What are you going to do with it? 
bowlers.Richards hit 7 boundaries for expectation was understandable as India had You don't drink'.But he kept it till 
his 28-ball 33 but it was Madan Lal and India were up against the mighty West won a grand total of 1 match across the the end. And if you see, that was the 

Kapil Dev's combination that stopped the Indies, who were looking to complete a hat-previous two editions of the tournament - first bottle that opened on the balcony of 
run machine from taking the game away trick of World Cup wins. It was Clive Llyod 1975 and 1979.In fact, not many Indian Lord's. We tried to take it from him but he 
from India.In an unforgettable moment that who won the toss and sent India to bat at the players themselves believed that the team didn't give it. He believed from the 
has become part of Indian cricket's history, iconic Lord's in London.India got off to a could go on and script history. Kirti Azad beginning that we could win it," Azad had 
Kapil Dev went running backwards to take a horror start as legendary Sunil Gavaskar fell best described the mood in the camp when said, highlighting Kapil's resolve.India 
stunning catch and dismiss Richards as the for just 2 runs to Andy Roberts. However, I n d i a ' s  Wo r l d  C u p  s q u a d  w a s  began their campaign by stunning the 2-time 
dismissal turned out to be a game-changing Kris Srikanth hit a quickfire 38 after announced."When I got to know that I have and then defending champions West Indies. 
moment.With Richards back in the hut early, stitching a 57-run stand with Mohinder been selected, Jimmy was in Lancaster and I India defeated Zimbabwe in their second 
India had their tails up. Amarnath, Madan Amarnath.But quick wickets from the was in Lancashire. I called him and jokingly group-stage match but big defeats to 
Lal, Kapil himself, Sandhu and Roger Binny relentless West Indies pacers hurt India's said I am coming there, let's go together to Australia and West Indies in their subsequent 
bowled their hearts out as West Indies were progress. Yashpal Sharma (11), Sandeep the hotel and enjoy the free holiday we have matches put them in a spot of bother. Then 
bundled out for 140.The image of Amarnath Patil (27), Kapil Dev (15) all got starts but got for a month," Azad had told India Today came the celebrated 175 from Kapil Dev 
traping Michael Holding LBW and running none of them were able to convert them into Consulting Editor Rajdeep Sardesai during against Zimbabwe at Tunbrige Wells -- a 
back to the dressing room in jubilation is big knocks.India were in danger o getting the 38th anniversary of the World Cup knock that galvanised the rest of the team 
etched in the minds of cricket fans.bowled out for less than 150 but useful triump last year.KAPIL AND THAT towards the ultimate goal.In the big final, 

Feels like whole cricket fraternity are on my side: ‘Spin 
specialist’ Glenn Maxwell on return to Test cricket

New Delhi  England captain Ben Stokes 
joined legendary Australian batter, Adam 
Gilchrist, as the second-highest hitter of 
sixes in Test cricket after his quick cameo in 
the first innings of the thi/rd and final Test 
match at Leeds.

Stokes, who hit two boundaries and a six in his 
18-run cameo matched Gilchrist’s record of 
100 sixes. While the Australian, one of the 
most prolific hitters in cricket, hit 100 
maximums in 137 innings, while Stokes has 
done it in 151. The list is led by Brendon 
McCullum with 107 hits in 176 innings. 
McCullum and Gilchrist are known as one 
the most aggressive batsmen in the history of 
cricket, and are unparalleled in their 
attacking approach.Ben Stokes has tried to 
emulate the same since taking up Test 
captaincy from Joe Root, and according to 
McCullum’s philosophy, has tried to run 
towards danger, not away from it.

Stokes, before coming into the Test team was 
seen hitting sixes for fun in County cricket, 
where he was especially in a punishing 
mood against spin bowling. He has emulated 
the same against New Zealand as well. 
Stokes was part of two crucial partnerships 
in the first two matches, which essentially 
led to England’s comeback from a position 
of disadvantage. After Stokes’ cameos, the 
responsibilities were taken up by Joe Root in 
the first Test and Jonny Bairstow in the 
second.

Glenn Maxwell has 

been added to the 

Australia Test 

squad for Sri Lanka 

tour as the World 

Test Championship 

hopefuls look to 

get points from 

spinning 

conditions in Sri 

Lanka.

39 years of 1983 World Cup triumph: When Kapil's Devils 
brought down the mighty West Indies to inspire a nation

West Indies sieze control of  2nd Test after 
Bangladesh batters disappoint on Day 1

West Indies vs Bangladesh: 
Litton Das hit a fifty in an 
otherwise ordinary batting 
performance from 
Bangladesh as the visitors 
were bowled out for 234 on 
the opening day of the 2nd 
Test in St Lucia.

'New Delhi ATK Mohun Bagan are leaving no 
stones unturned to assemble a strong squad 
ahead of the new season of Indian Super 
League which is scheduled to be the premier 
competition in Indian football, in the new, 
revamped season.The club has been been on 
a signing spree after the departure of 
stalwarts Roy Krishna and David Williams 
who made the club a powerhouse in Indian 
football. They had already picked up Indian 
speedster Ashique Kuruniyan from 
Bangalore and now have picked up Paul 
Pogba’s brother Florentin Pogba from 
French club Sochaux.

The elder brother of the World Cup winner 
from France, Florentin is a Guinea 
international who has been capped 31 times 
for his national team. During his youth days, 
Florentin represented the France U20 team 
as well.A central defender by trait, Pogba is 
expected to be a rock at the ATK defence, 
which suffered big problems in the last 
campaign.With their new signings, ATK are 
looking to go back to their old ways, with 
rapid speed in the wings. They have let go of 
their title-winning right-back Prabir Das and 
have signed Ashish Rai in his place.

ATK have also picked up Brendon Hamill from 
Australia’s top-tier football, and could have a 
star-studded line-up going into the 
league.One of the most successful teams in 
the history of the competition, ATK Mohun 
Bagan have their own battles to fight with 
sections of fans demanding that the legacy 
club Mohun Bagan move away from ATK, 
which originally played in the ISL. The 
merger of the club soon turned sour over fans 
clashing ideologies, with Mohun Bagan fans 
demanding they have bigger say in slogans 
and crests.

Paul Pogba’s brother Florentine 
Pogba completes move to Indian 
Super League, set to play for ATK 
Mohun Bagan

New Delhi 38-year-old India batter Murali 
Vijay returned to competitive cricket after a 
break of nearly 2 years. Vijay took the field 
for Ruby Trichy Warriors in the Tamil Nadu 
Premier League in Match 2 of the season 
against Dindigul Dragons in Tirunelveli on 
Friday, June 24.

However, Murali Vijay managed just 8 runs in 
his first competitive outing since Indian 
Premier League 2020. Vijay struggled to get 
going as there were obvious signs of rust. 
Vijay took 13 balls before he was run out by 
Silambarasan.Murali Vijay, who played 61 
Tests for India, last played for Chennai Super 
Kings in IPL 2020 in the UAE in September 
2020. Vijay did not play the TNPL last year 
or turn up for domestic cricket for Tamil 
Nadu earlier this season.

He last played for Tamil Nadu in the Ranji 
Trophy in December 2019. Vijay's last Test 
for India was in 2018 against Australia in 
Perth.Notably, Vijay confirmed that the long 
absence from competitive cricket was just a 
personal break and that he is feeling good 
about his game again.

"I want to play as long as possible. Just took a 
personal break," Vijay said ahead of the 
TNPL, as quoted by the PTI."I have a young 
family and wanted to take care of them. I'm 
enjoying my cricket now and I'm feeling fit, 
hopefully.

Murali Vijay returns to competitive 

action after nearly 2 years, out for 

8 in TNPL 2022 match

T10 with a twist: Aakash Chopra 

concerned about too much chopping 

and changing in cricket formats
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will encourage manufacturers to New Delhi. With an aim to enhance road 
incorporate higher safety levels in new car safety in India, the Centre has proposed a 
models.Global New Car Assessment car assessment programme called the 
Programme (Global NCAP) serves as a Bharat new car assessment programme 
platform for cooperation among new car (NCAP) wherein automobiles in India 
assessment programmes worldwide and shall be accorded 'Star Ratings' based on 
promotes the universal adoption of the their performance in crash tests. Union 
United Nation’s most important motor transport minister Nitin Gadkari on Friday 
vehicle safety standards worldwide.tweeted about the new programme saying, 

"I have now approved the Draft GSR A total number of 3,66,138 road accidents 
Notification to introduce Bharat NCAP have been reported by states and union 
(New Car Assessment Program), wherein territories in 2020, claiming 1,31,714 lives 
automobiles in India shall be accorded and causing injuries to 3,48,279 persons. NCAP shall be aligned with global crash-
Star Ratings based upon their performance Tamil Nadu witnessed the highest number test protocols factoring in the existing 
in Crash Tests". The minister said Bharat of road accidents at 45,484 in 2020.The Indian regulations, allowing OEMs to get 
NCAP will prove to be a critical Bharat NCAP's safety ratings are aimed at their vehicles tested at India's own in-
instrument in making the automobile helping car buyers to take decision wisely house testing facilities.The transport 
industry Aarmanirbhar with the mission of before purchasing a car.Going by the minister noted that Star Rating of Indian 
making India the Number 1 automobile NCAP, the ratings of some of the cars for Cars based on Crash Tests is extremely 
hub in the world.What’s the new car India are as below: Kia Carens (3 stars)  crucial not only to ensure structural and 
assessment programme? Toyota Urban Cruiser (4 stars), Hyundai passenger safety in cars, but to also 

i20 (3 stars), Honda City 4th Gen ( 4 stars), The Bharat new car assessment programme increase the export-worthiness of Indian 
Nissan Magnite (4 stars), Mahindra (NCAP) will be rolled out from April 1, automobiles. It will be a voluntary 
XUV700 (5 stars), Tata Punch (5 stars), 2023, reported Hindustan Times. programme under which the cost of new 
Mahindra Thar (4 stars), Maruti Suzuki s-car for the purpose of assessment shall be The proposed assessment will allocate Star 
Presso (0 star), Hyundai Grand i10 Nios (2 borne by the respective vehicle Ratings from 1 to 5. According to Nitin 
stars), Maruti Suzuki Ertiga (3 stars) etc.manufacturer or importer.Bharat NCAP Gadkari, the testing protocol of Bharat 
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Himachal Pradesh: Kejriwal, Mann To Hold 
Tiranga Yatra In Kullu Ahead Of Polls

CBI initiates inquiries 
into alleged corruption, 

irregularities in 
different depts of 

Lakshadweep admin

"Air Pollution Poses 
Threat To Right To Life": 

Human Rights 
Commission

New Delhi. A 25-member Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) team headed by a DIG-
rank officer camped in Lakshadweep is 
carrying out joint surprise checks along 
with the vigilance officials of Lakshadweep 
administration in alleged corruption and 
irregularities in the different departments of 
Lakshadweep administration.

The departments include Lakshadweep Co-
operative Marketing Federation (LCMF), 
Fisheries Department, Public Works 
Department, Khadi Board and Co-
operative Society and Animal Husbandry 
Department.

NCP leader Mohd Faizal who is an MP from 
Lakshadweep and his nephew Abdul 
Razzaq are under the scanner of the CBI. 
Razzak is representative of SRT General 
Merchants Importers and Exporters, 
Colombo, Srilanka.

To facilitate the export, fish were procured 
from local fishermen through LCMF and 
were sold to the Colombo-based company. 
However, no payments were made by the 
company to LCMF, resulting in a huge 
revenue loss.

India To Start Vehicle Safety Rating System From 
Next Year. Here’s What Car Buyers Should Know

New Delhi. recognise the democracies of the global consideration is very well understood. I India's regular participation at 
south as its partners. Germany is hosting would even say appreciated across the the G7 summits clearly reflects that the 
the summit in its capacity as G7 chair for countries. I do not see any point in assuming West needs its support to confront major 
this year. From Germany, Modi will travel any pressure on that issue. India has challenges facing the globe, Foreign 
to the United Arab Emirates on June 28 to continued its oil trade and purchases from Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra said on 
pay his condolences on the passing away wherever we need to do it," he said. Kwatra Friday, ahead of Prime Minister Narendra 
of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, said it is purely determined, governed and Modi's visit to Germany to attend the 
the former president of the Gulf nation. motivated by India's energy security annual conclave of the powerful bloc.

considerations, noting that it is one of the Asked whether India would be under The summit of the G7, a grouping of the 
key aspects in terms of the country's pressure from the G7 countries to restrict world's seven richest nations, will be held 
national economic interests.its procurement of crude oil from Russia, in the Alpine castle of Schloss Elmau in 

the foreign secretary made it clear that the The Western countries are gradually slashing southern Germany on June 26 and 27 amid 
sourcing of energy is totally driven by the their energy purchases from Russia the war in Ukraine that has fuelled a global 
country's national interests, adding that following its attack on Ukraine. Asked food and energy crisis. "India's regular 
consideration is 'very well understood'. about the growing food crisis arising out of participation at the G7 summits clearly 
"Whatever the trading arrangements that the Ukraine crisis, Kwatra said India has points to increasing acceptance and 
India puts in place with regard to the taken a very "proactive" stance to ensure the recognition that India needs to be a part of discussions with the leaders of G7 and also 

purchase of crude oil all over the world are food security of the vulnerable countries.any and every sustained effort to find the guest countries on the sidelines of the G7 
determined purely from the consideration of solutions to solve global challenges," Ukraine is a major producer of wheat and the summit. Besides India, Germany has also 
energy security of India and there is no other Kwatra said at a media briefing. halt in its exports of the staple food has invited Argentina, Indonesia, Senegal and 
consideration," he said."I think that triggered its shortage.He said Modi will hold bilateral meetings and South Africa as guests for the summit to 

The summit of the G7, a grouping of the world's seven richest nations, will be held in the Alpine castle of Schloss Elmau in southern Germany on 
June 26 and 27 amid the war in Ukraine that has fuelled a global food and energy crisis.

India's participation at G7 summits shows West needs 
its support to confront challenges: FS Kwatra

New Delhi. The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) took suo motu cognizance 
of media reports quoting an external survey that 
air pollution is a great threat to human health in 
India, reducing life expectancy overall by 5 years 
and 9.7 years for the people in Delhi.

The Commission has observed that the contents of 
the media reports, if true, raise a serious issue of 
the Right to Life, said a press release on Saturday.

The Commission has issued notice to the Secretary, 
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change calling for a report on the matter 
within four weeks, including the status of the 
National Clean Air Program launched in 2019.

The report has further categorized Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Haryana and Tripura among the top 
polluted Indian states.

The Commission has also expected state authorities 
to take the issue with utmost sincerity in a time-
bound manner.

According to the media reports carried on June 15, 
2022, the residents in Delhi would gain 10 years 
of life expectancy on average if the annual 
average PM 2.5 levels did not exceed 5 
micrograms per cubic metre, as per WHO 
standards.

Pradesh in a tweet on friday New Delhi.  Delhi chief minister and 
tagged chief minister Jai Ram Aam Aadmi Party National 
Thakur urging people to give Convenor Arvind Kejriwal, and 
Arvind Kejriwal a chance.Punjab chief minister Bhagwant 

Mann, will hold a Tiranga Yatra at Earlier Delhi Deputy CM Manish 
Dhalpur in Kullu today to woo the Sisodia also visited Shimla on 
voters in the poll-bound state of June 7 where he raised 
Himachal Pradesh. The Tiranga questions about Himachal 
Yatra will start at 12 pm, according Pradesh’s education system.
to the tweet by AAP Himachal He also compared Delhi and 
Pradesh. Both leaders last visited Himachal’s education systems 
the state on June 11 and held an and alleged that the current state 
election rally in Hamirpur district. government does not allocatae 
The crucial Assembly elections are adequate funds to the education 
scheduled to be held later this year. department but spends lavishly 

The visit comes on the back of AAP on sons wedding.
clinching its first victory in  “Himachal has many industries 
Municipal Corporation elections in like in Baddi, yet it doesn’t have discuss the state of education at an event 
Haryana. The stakes were high for AAP money for education. Where’s the money called ‘Shiksha Samvad’. AAP is trying 
that has been scaling up its political going? How come a minister affords to to make education an election issue 
ambitions ahead of the 2024 general host 10 receptions in five-star facilities which is why the party leaders are also 
elections. AAP leaders are now eyeing from Delhi to Shimla for his son’s seen making elaborate comments on the 
the Himachal Pradesh state elections wedding. It’s this money that should state’s education system.
where the BJP is in power.  have gone into education,” Sisodia made Criticising the condition of government 

During the Hamirpur visit, both leaders the allegation during his visit to Shimla.schools in the state, AAP Himachal 
interacted with teachers and parents to 

The NHRC has issued notice to the 
Secretary, Union Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change calling for a 
report on the matter within four weeks, 

including the status of the National Clean 
Air Program launched in 2019.

47th anniversary of 
1975 Emergency in 

India: Rajnath Singh 
looks back at 'dark 
chapter' in history

New Delhi. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Saturday termed the 1975 emergency, 
which was declared 47 years ago, as a "dark 
chapter" in the history of the country. "The 
imposition of emergency in India 47 years 
ago is such a dark chapter in the history of 
this country, which can never be forgotten. 
On this day, all Indians should not only 
dedicate themselves to the defence of 
democracy but should also take a pledge to 
maintain the dignity of the constitution and 
institutions," Singh tweeted.

Emergency was declared for a 21-month 
period from 1975 to 1977 by the then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. Officially issued by 
President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed under 
Article 352 of the Constitution due to the 
prevailing "internal disturbance", the 
Emergency was in effect from June 25, 
1975, until its withdrawal on March 21, 
1977.

The order vested upon the then Prime 
Minister the authority to rule by decree, 
allowing elections to be suspended and civil 
liberties to be curbed.The final decision to 
impose an Emergency was proposed by 
Indira Gandhi, agreed upon by the 
President, and thereafter ratified by the 
Cabinet and the Parliament (from July to 
August 1975), based on the rationale that 
there were imminent internal and external 
threats to the Indian state.

Covid-19 fourth wave scare: Maharashtra mulls 
making masks mandatory for THESE people

The Maharashtra government is mulling making face masks mandatory for suburban train commuters in Mumbai amid surge in Covid-19 cases. 

New Delhi. As Maharashtra witnesses another "Coronavirus cases are on the rise in the state, 
surge in Covid-19 cases, Chief Minister chiefly in Mumbai, Thane, Pune, Raigad and 
Uddhav Thackeray is considering making Palghar districts. People should follow 
face masks mandatory in Mumbai suburban COVID-19-appropriate behaviour on their 
trains. The step was discussed on Friday own," Uddhav Thackeray said as per the 
(June 24) as the CM, who is battling a official statement. In early June, the 
rebellion from party MLAs, reviewed the Maharashtra Chief Minister had urged 
coronavirus  s i tuat ion with  senior  people to use face masks and get vaccinated 
government officials. As per the official if they want to avoid Covid-19 curbs.
statement by the Chief Minister's Office Meanwhile, Maharashtra logged 4,205 new 
(CMO), Thackeray held a virtual meeting Covid-19 infections on Friday, which pushed 
with senior bureaucrats, wherein he the total tally to 79,54,445. With thee new 
discussed the possibility of making face fatalities, the death toll mounted to  
masks mandatory for suburban train 1,47,896, the state health department said. Of 
passengers. the new cases, Mumbai alone reported 1,898 

“The mask mandate option was discussed as a cases and the city currently has a test 
measure to curb growing cases of the novel positivity rate of 12.70 per cent. On 
coronavirus infection in the Mumbai Thursday, Maharashtra had crossed the 
Metropolitan Region (MMR),” the statement 5000-mark with 5,218 fresh coronavirus 
added.  The Maharashtra government had cases. Notably, the number of active Covid-
struck down the mask compulsion in April 19 cases has surpassed the 25,000-mark in 
this year as the cases declined. the state. 

‘I have closely seen 
Narendra Modi suffering’: 

Amit Shah on Gujarat 
riots ruling

New Delhi. Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
lauded the Supreme Court verdict 
dismissing the plea challenging the clean 
chit given by SIT to then Gujarat Chief 
Minister Narendra Modi and several others 
in 2002 riots that took place in the state. He 
said that the truth had come out, "shining like 
gold."He also said Narendra Modi had 
endured pain for the last 19 years without 
speaking a word and followed "Lord Shiva 
who swallowed poison and held it in his 
throat."In an exclusive interview with ANI, 
Shah sought an apology from people who 
leveled "politically motivated" allegations 
against the then Gujarat Chief Minister 
following the 2002 riots."The Supreme 
Court has dismissed all allegations, it has 
said why allegations were levelled. You can 
say in a way that allegations are politically 
motivated, this has also been proved. It was a 
battle of 19 years, such a big leader without 
saying a word, endured pain like Lord Shiva 
drank poison and continued to fight (sabhi 
dukhon ko bhagwan Shankar ke vishpan ki 
tarah gale mein utarkar sehen karkar ladta 
raha). Now in the end when the truth has 
come out like glittering gold, it has come out 
with full shine, then it is natural to feel 
joyous (anand hi hoga)," the Home Minister 
said. "I have closely seen Modiji enduring 
this pain, facing the allegations despite being 
on the side of truth and because the judicial 
process was underway he did not speak. 
Only a man with a strong heart can do this. 
The interview we are doing today, I could 
have done in 2003 as Gujarat Home Minister 
and later as party chief. 
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