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Emergency a ‘black spot’ on India’s
vibrant democracy: PM Modi in Germany

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Munich, June 26: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday said that the
emergency imposed 47 years ago is a
“black spot” on India’s vibrant democ-
racy as he praised the countr y’s demo-
cratic values. Addressing the Indian
diaspora during a massive event at the
Audi Dome indoor arena here, he said
that democracy is in the DNA of ever y
Indian. “For ty-seven years ago, an
attempt was made to hold that democ-
racy hostage and crush it. Emergency
is a black spot on India’s vibrant
democracy,” Modi, who is visiting
Germany to attend the G7 Summit,
said, targeting the Congress Par ty.
“We Indians feel proud of our democra-
cy wherever we live. Ever y Indian can
say with pride that India is the mother
of democracy,” Modi said. Emergency
was announced in the countr y on June
25, 1975 when Indira Gandhi was the
prime minister, and was lifted on
March 21, 1977. 

PDP leader Mehbooba Mufti urges
Kashmiri youth to shun militancy

Naresh Malhotra

Srinagar, June 26: PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Saturday appealed to the youth of
Kashmir to shun militancy and save their
lives, claiming security forces were getting
incentives for killing them. Mehbooba said
Jammu and Kashmir was going through a
tumultuous phase and in the times to come,
it will need its youth. “I hear every day that
three or four youths have been killed,
which means the local recruitment here
has increased,” she told reporters here. “It
is my request to the parents and the chil-
dren to save their lives because killing you
is an incentive for them (security forces).
They get money and promotions for that,”
she alleged. So, do not pick up arms. They
kill four-five (militants) every day... I appeal
to you this is not right and you should leave
it, the PDP president said. Referring to the
protests by Kashmiri Pandits over the tar-
get killings of the members of the commu-
nity, she said people, including religious
leaders, should emphasise on the fact that

Pandits were a part of the Kashmiri society
and are its asset. Kashmiri Pandits are still
protesting. When the situation was
bad during my tenure (as CM), even
then no Pandit was killed. We provided
them salary for 17 months while they
were home. I appeal to our people, our
maulvis (religious leaders) to
announce that they (Kashmiri
Pandits) are our assets,” she said.
“Whenever something wrong happens
here, the BJP uses this community
(Kashmiri Pandits) to defame us,” she
added. About the unprecedented secu-
rity arrangements for this year's
Amarnath Yatra, the former Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister said the
administration has created such an
atmosphere as if some attacker is com-
ing. “They are yatris, our guests. We
have been caring for them for cen-
turies. But, (this year), you (adminis-
tration) have placed so many nakas (securi-
ty checkpoints) that it seems the yatra is
taking place for the first time,” she added.

Referring to the revocation of Article 370 by
the Centre in August 2019, Mehbooba said

the endeavour is to take away “our lands,
jobs, mineral, water, assets, but do not let
them take your courage”. “They want to

give us a sense of hopelessness and help-
lessness that nothing will happen now and
what has happened, has happened. But, it is
not like that. I do not accept that whatever
has happened, has happened. We all have
to get united. “If we lose hope and accept
everything, then, God forbid, our position
will become worse that the people in the
Gaza strip who have certain rights... So, do
not lose hope. We still have many things
which we need to safeguard. Otherwise, a
time will come when our situation will be
worse than what Israel did to Gaza Strip,”
she said. The PDP chief said if the people
stand united and use their powers in a
peaceful manner, democratically, constitu-
tionally and politically, “then we will suc-
ceed and get back what was taken from us”.
On the ban on Falah Aam Trust (FAT)
schools, followed by administration's direc-
tion that schools built on government land
should be shut, she said, after 2019,
attempts are being made to “disempower”
the people of Kashmir. “Now, there is a lat-
est attack on education.

AAP's Durgesh Pathak wins
Rajinder Nagar Assembly bypoll

Nashir Husain

New Delhi, June, 26: "This victory is
due to the policies of Arvind Kejriwal.
People have shown faith in his method of
governance, and how he has improved
schools and colleges. I will serve the area
with commitment and ensure that all prob-
lems, including water supply, are
redressed," Pathak said. AAP candidate
Durgesh Pathak celebrates with supporters
after winning Rajinder Nagar by-elections,
in New Delhi, Sunday, June 26, 2022.
Crediting AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal for his
win, the ruling party’s victorious candidate
from Delhi’s Rajinder Nagar assembly
Durgesh Pathak said Sunday he would
ensure the promises made by him, includ-
ing those on better water supply, are ful-
filled. “The message of today’s victory is
that CM Arvind Kejriwal has taken Delhi to
new heights of development. We asked for
public support so that the continuity of
work is maintained. People have seen how
the BJP has targeted the poor by increasing

prices. They also ran away from the MCD
election because they knew they were

going to lose,” said Durgesh Pathak outside
the counting booth in Rajinder Nagar. Also
Read |Newsmaker | Durgesh Pathak: At 31,
an AAP veteran and now Rajinder Nagar
MLA Durgesh Pathak, originally from

Gorakhpur, studied English from Allahabad
University. He then moved to Delhi in 2010

to prepare for the civil services exam.
Within months, he became part of the anti-
corruption movement led by Anna Hazare.
When Kejriwal and his associates decided
to form the AAP, Pathak was with them.

'Road to Vidhan Bhavan
from airport goes via

Worli': Aaditya Thackeray 
Mumbai, June 26: In a subtle warning to the Shiv

Sena rebels currently camping in Guwahati, party
leader and Cabinet Minister Aaditya Thackeray has
said the road from Mumbai airport to Vidhan Bhavan,
the state legislature complex here, goes via Worli.
Worli, traditionally a Shiv Sena bastion in Mumbai, is
the Assembly constituency represented by Aaditya
Thackeray. Addressing the party workers on Saturday
evening, the 30-year-old son of Shiv Sena president and
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, also said there was

no place for “traitors” in the party. He made the state-
ment amid the ongoing political crisis in Maharashtra
that was triggered by senior minister Eknath Shinde’s
rebellion. Majority of party MLAs have sided with
Shinde and they are currently camping at Guwahati in
Assam, a BJP-ruled state. Shinde and his group have
claimed that they are the “real Shiv Sena”. The rebel
group said it enjoys a two-thirds majority in the legisla-
ture party and will prove its strength in the House. The
dissidents have named their group as “Shiv Sena
(Balasaheb)”. Amid these developments, Aaditya
Thackeray has started holding meetings with the party
workers and office-bearers from Saturday, which is
being seen as a move to prevent any erosion of the
cadre loyal to the Thackerays. In his address, Aaditya
said, “The road from the airport to the Vidhan Bhavan
passes via Worli. It’s good that the rebels left (Shiv
Sena). There is no room for traitors in the party.” The
Mumbai civic polls are expected later this year and the
Shiv Sena, which has been ruling Asia’s largest civic
body for nearly three decades, is striving to retain its
hold over it. The Maharashtra legislature secretariat
had on Saturday issued ‘summons’ to 16 of the rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs, including Shinde, seeking written
replies by the evening of June 27 to the complaints
seeking their disqualification.

CM Manik Saha wins
decisive Town Bardowali
assembly constituency
Agartala, June 26: The ruling BJP won three assem-

bly seats and the Congress bagged one in the high-
stakes by-elections in Tripura on Sunday, officials said.
Chief Minister Manik Saha won the bypoll to the cru-
cial Town Bardowali seat by 6,104 votes. He secured
17,181 votes, which is 51.63 per cent of the total votes
polled, as per the Election Commission. His nearest
rival Asish Kumar Saha of the Congress bagged 11,077
votes or 33.29 per cent of the total votes. Congress can-
didate Sudip Roy Barman won the Agartala seat by a
margin of 3,163 votes. He secured 17,241 votes, which
is 43.46 per cent of the total votes polled. His nearest
rival Ashok Sinha of the BJP got 14,268 votes (35.57 per
cent). With this victory, Roy Barman became the only
Congress MLA in the assembly after the party’s com-
plete rout in the 2018 assembly elections. The CPI(M)
lost its citadel of Jubarajnagar to the BJP by a margin of
4,572 votes. BJP candidate Malina Debnath got 18,769
votes (51.83 per cent), while CPI(M)’s Shailendra
Chandra Nath secured 14,197 votes (39.2 per cent). In
Surma, BJP’s Swapna Das won by a margin of 4,583
votes, securing a total of 16,677 votes (42.34 per cent).
Her nearest rival Baburam Satnami of TIPRA Motha
got 12,094 votes (30.7 per cent). Thanking the people of
the state for voting for the BJP, the chief minister said
that the results reflect an understanding between the
CPI(M) and the Congress. “The people who voted for
us, I thank them. This is the victory of BJP workers. In
Town Bardowali, I expected the margin to be a bit
more. However, the results prove the understanding
between the CPI(M) and Congress. 

Media and entertainment industry expected to generate Rs 7.5
lakh crore annually by 2030: IB minister Anurag Thakur

Pune, June 26: The media and entertainment ecosystem is a sunrise sector, which is expect-
ed to generate Rs 4 lakh crore annually by 2025 and grow to Rs 7.5 lakh crore by 2030, Union min-
ister Anurag Singh Thakur said here in Sunday. The Minister for Information and Broadcasting
also said that the rapidly expanding digital infrastructure in the country and the ongoing advance-
ments taking place in the AVGC (anima-
tion, visual effects, gaming and comics)
sector have the potential to make India the
preferred post-production hub of the
media and entertainment industry. He was
delivering the key-note address at the
National Conference on ‘Changing
Landscape of Media and Entertainment
2022’ organised by the Symbiosis Skill and
Professional University in Pune. “The
media and entertainment ecosystem is a
sunrise sector, which is expected to gener-
ate Rs 4 lakh crore annually by 2025 and
reach USD 100 billion or Rs 7.5 lakh crore
industry by 2030. The government has designated audio-visual services as one of the 12
Champion Service Sectors and announced key policy measures aimed at nurturing sustained
growth,” he said. “Many job roles have emerged in the field - video editing, colour grading, visu-
al effects (VFX), sound design, rotoscoping, 3-D modeling, etc. Each job role in this sector
requires a specific set of skills and competencies. It is imperative for the industry and academia
to come together and design programmes relevant to the needs of this sector,” Thakur added.
The government is also exploring new partnerships with the private sector to ensure Indian stu-
dents are in tune with the upcoming technology trends in the sector, the minister said. Stating
that the content creation industry in India has undergone a massive uplift with ‘Digital India’,
Thakur said, “With quality content, easy access and an eager audience, India is ready to narrate
its own success story and become a content creation hub.” He said that India was chosen as first
ever Country of Honour at the Cannes Film festival and the Indian delegation walked the red car-
pet as pan-India flavour not as Bollywood as they call it.

UP bypoll: BJP wrests Rampur,
Azamgarh from SP, CM Yogi calls victo-
ry seal of approval on his governance

Lucknow, June 26: The BJP demolished two
Samajwadi Party bastions on Sunday by wresting
the Rampur and Azamgarh parliamentary seats.
The BJP won both seats in the by-elections. UP
chief minister Yogi Adityanath said that the results
were a seal of approval on his working and his gov-
ernment. He said that the results were a vindica-
tion of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s policies.
Rampur and Azamgarh have been considered as
SP strongholds and this, being the first by elec-
tions after the March assembly elections, is a
major blow to the party leadership. Rampur and
Azamgarh are the constituencies of SP’s two
tallest leaders—Akhilesh Yadav and Mohd Azam
Khan. Azamgarh was earlier held by SP president
Akhilesh Yadav and he had resigned after win-
ning the assembly polls in March. However, he
did not campaign in Azamgarh and this raised sev-
eral questions in political circles even though
Akhilesh Yadav’s cousin Dharmendra Yadav was
the SP candidate. He had also not allowed his
estranged uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav to campaign
in Azamgarh. In Azamgarh, the BSP successfully
engineered SP’s defeat by fielding a Muslim can-
didate, Guddu Jamali, who walked away with over
two lakh votes and allowed BJP’s Dinesh Lal
Yadav Nirahua to walk home victorious. 

Assam flood situation grim,
death toll mounts to 118

Sanjay Kumar

Guwahati, June 26: The flood situa-
tion in Assam remained grim on Saturday
with the death count rising to 118
and Silchar town in Cachar district
submerged for the sixth straight
day, officials said. Ten more people
have died in the past 24 hours—two
each from Barpeta, Dhubri,
Karimganj and Udalguri districts
and one death each from Cachar
and Morigaon—due to floods and
landslides. The total population
affected by the floods declined to
33.03 lakh in 28 districts as against
the previous day’s figure of 45.34
lakh in 30 districts, a bulletin issued
by the Assam State Management
Disaster Authority (ASDMA) said.
The situation improved marginally in
some districts, as rivers showed a reced-
ing trend though the Brahmaputra at
Dhubri and Kopili in Nagaon were flow-
ing above the danger mark, the officials

said. The Cachar district administration
is engaged in rescue operations in
Silchar to evacuate marooned people to
safety, with priority on shifting ailing per-

sons to hospital, Deputy Commissioner
Keerthi Jalli said. Packets with food,
drinking water bottles and other essen-
tials are being airdropped in the town by
Indian Air Force helicopters, and this will

continue till the situation improves, she
said. Two drones have also been
deployed in Silchar for carrying out flood
inundation mapping as well as to provide

relief materials to the affected
people. Eight NDRF teams com-
prising 207 personnel from
Itanagar and Bhubaneswar, along
with an Army unit with 120 person-
nel and nine boats from Dimapur
have been stationed in Silchar.
Nearly three lakh people are under
distress in Silchar with an acute
shortage of food, clean drinking
water and medicines, the officials
said. The worst flood-affected dis-
tricts in the state are Barpeta with
8,76,842 people in discomfort fol-
lowed by Nagaon (5,08,475),

Kamrup (4,01,512) and Dhubri (3,99,945),
according to the ASDMA bulletin. The del-
uge has hit 93 revenue circles and 3,510
villages, while 2,65,788 people have taken
shelter in 717 relief camps, it said.

17 Trekkers Rescued
By Indian Army In

Jammu And Kashmir
Srinagar, June 26: The Indian Army

on Thursday evacuated at least 17
trekkers who were on a seven-lake trek
in Jammu and Kashmir. According to the
army press release, these trekkers were
stranded on the trek due to bad weather
and severe snowfall near Vishansar
lake."Indian Army's Displaced
Equipment Team located at Sonamarg
successfully evacuated 17 trekkers, who
were on a famous Seven Lake trek and
were stranded due to bad weather and
severe snowfall near Vishan Sar," the
army press release read. The army res-
cued these trekkers after more than 12
hours of patrolling in the terrain and
brought them to the Army camp. "After
more than 12 hours of patrolling in dif fi-
cult terrain, the army team could safely
evacuate all tourists and bring them back
to the Army camp. The rescued trekkers
were thankful to the rescue team espe-
cially the Indian Army," it read.
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Guwahati. The flood situation in Assam
remained grim as seven more people, including
two children, have died in the last 24 hours. The
deluge has wreaked havoc in the state and the
death toll has now reached 107, of which 17 people
have died in the landslides. The seven new deaths
- two each from Cachar and Barpeta and one each
from Dhubri and newly created Bajali and
Tamulpur districts. A total of 4,536 villages are still
reeling under the flood waters. Barpeta is the
worst-hit district with over 10.32 lakh people being
affected, followed by Nagaon with over 5.03 lakh
people being displaced. The flood situation saw a
slight improvement with the total population affect-
ed by flooding registering a decline to 45.34 lakh
across 30 districts of the state. A total of 2.84 lakh
people are taking shelter in 759 relief camps set up
by the respective district administrations across all
the 30 affected districts. River Brahmaputra,
Disang and Kopili are flowing above the danger
level mark at Dhubri, Sivasagar and Nagaon dis-
tricts. Meanwhile, Integrated Child Development
Services said they are making chil-
dren participate in pre-school activi-
ties in relief camp Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that the Centre is
continuously monitoring the flood sit-
uation in Assam and is working close-
ly with the state government to pro-
vide all assistance to overcome the
challenge. "Army and NDRF teams

are present in the flood-affected areas. They are
conducting evacuation operations and assisting
those who are affected. The Air Force has conduct-
ed over 250 sorties as a part of the evacuation
process," he said. Expressing his concern over the
devastation caused by the catastrophe, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday tweeted,
“Over the last few days, parts of Assam have wit-
nessed flooding due to heavy rainfall. The Central
Government is continuously monitoring the situa-
tion in Assam and is working closely with the State
Government to provide all possible assistance to
overcome this challenge.” “Army and NDRF teams
are present in the flood affected areas. They
are conducting evacuation operations and
assisting those who are affected. The Air
Force has conducted over 250 sorties as a
part of the evacuation process,” the Prime
M i n i s t e r
tweeted. The
state govern-
ment has

started emergency helpline numbers 0361-
2237219, 9401044617, 1079 (toll free) for rescue,
relief and other emergency situations of the people
in affected areas in the district. In view of the cur-
rent flood situation in Assam, the Assam State
Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA) has
expedited the rescue services by engaging con-
cerned stakeholders and deployment of additional
resources and support systems in the severely
affected districts, especially Cachar. A total of eight
teams of National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) with 207 personnel have been deployed in
the Barak Valley districts for rescue operations. 

Assam floods: Situation grim as 45 lakh
affected, 7 more deaths push toll to 107
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my
client Smt. Satya Devi W/o Late
Brahm Dutt Saini R/o H.No.
1194-A, Upper Ground Floor,
Kotla Mubarakpur, New Delhi has
severed all relations with her son
namely Mehar Dutt and his wife
Babita, disowned them from all
her immovable and movable
properties due to their disobedi-
ence and bad behavior. My client
shall not be responsible for their
any acts and deeds in any man-
ner whatsoever.

Kuldeep Singh Grewal
Advocate

CH. NO. 873
LAWYERS BLOCK,

SAKET COURTS, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large are hereby
informed that my client Sh.
Sanjay Mishra S/o Sh.
Ramchandra Mishra R/o H. No.
A-175, Yusufpur, Chipyana Khurd
Tigri, Dadri, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, U.P. - 201301; has taken a
Loan for Construction from
IndoStar Home Finance Private
Limited, against property i.e. The
Freehold Residential Plot Area
measuring 50 Sq. Yards, i.e.
41.80 Sq. meters, Situated at
Khasra No. 125 of Village
Yusufpur Chak Shahberi,
Pargana & Tehsil Dadri, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.; being
the owner of said property by
Virtue of Sale Deed dated
15.10.2016 executed by Mr.
Pradeep Kumar in favour of Sh.
Sanjay Mishra duly registered as
Doc. No. 16402, Vol. No. 9953,
on Pages No. 85 to 104, on dt.
15.10.2016, in S.R.-Dadri, U.P.; In
respect of undisputed ownership
of Sh. Sanjay Mishra; hereinafter
referred to as “  the said property
“ submitted the Original Papers
regarding this property with
IndoStar Home Finance Private
Limited, If any person, who has
got, rights, interest, title, claim,
encumbrances, charges of any
nature whatsoever in respect of
the above said Property or any
part thereof, can send their objec-
tions with their documentary evi-
dence at below address within 7
days from the date of publication
of this notice, failing which, it shall
be presumed that the said
Property in entirely is free from all
such claims, interest, charges,
encumbrances etc. 

Note: That the Property No. is
not mentioned in Property
Papers.

Sahil Virmani 
(ADVOCATE)

Address G-721
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
8929535407, 9643394303

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SHESARAJ DHAMALA S/o Sh.
YAK DEV DHAMALA R/o H. No.
2527, Gali No-9, Nalwa Gali,
Chuna mandi, Pahar Ganj, Delhi-
110055, declare that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly written as NAMRAJ
DHAMALA and DEV DHAMALA
in my Driving Licence
No.DL0920150317581, The
actual name of mine and my
father are  SHESARAJ
DHAMALA and YAK DEV
DHAMALA , respectively which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL CON-
CERNED that my clients Sh.
Durga Prasad S/o Late  Dalip
Singh  and Smt. Jagwati  W/o Sh.
Durga Prasad, both R/o House
No. 20, Bazar Lane, Near Rama
Tent, Bhogal, New Delhi have
irreconcilable differences and
strained relationship with their
daughter Ms. Nisha  age 22
years. Thus, my clients have
decided with full state of mind to
severe/disown all relations  from
her for all manners and purposes
relating to moveable and
immoveable property. My clients
further restrains her from entering
the house/interfering their person-
al life. It is further clear that my
client shall not be responsible for
her acts, omission and further will
not be held responsible while she
deal with anyone in any manner
for any purpose and intent.

(SANDEEP KUMAR)
Advocate 

Chamber No. 643,
Saket  Courts

New Delhi-110017

NAME CHANGE
I, HASSAN  S/O SHANDAR
residing at H NO-9/84
KHICHRI PUR DELHI-110091
have changed my name to
HASAN  for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjay Kumar Ahuja s/o
Sarup Dayal R/o 2C 68B, Nit
Faridabad, Haryana, have
changed my name to Sanjay
Ahuja for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, MUNSRIF S/O USMAN resid-
ing at MOHELLA DHOJYA,
NEAR MASJID, VILLAGE
SHIKRAWA, (192), MEWAT,
HARYANA-122508 have
changed my name to MUN-
SHARIF for all future purpose.  

NAME CHANGE
I, MR-07082W LT COL DEEPI-
KA GULATI W/o COL MANOJ
GOPINATH R/o H NO-795,
SECTOR-21, PANCHKULA,
HARYANA-134112, have
changed my name from DEEPI-
KA GULATI to DEEPIKA
GULATI MANOJ for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated
25/06/2022 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Lal Mohammed S/o Abdul
Majeed R/o 140, Pandit Ram
Prasad Bismil Camp, Patparganj,
Delhi-110091 have changed my
name to Lal Mohammad.

NAME CHANGE
I Navnita Kumari W/o Anoop
Kumar Bhagat R/o ,A-516, UGF
002, Block-A, Palam Vihar,
Sector 2,  Gurgaon, Cartarpuri
Alias Daulatpur Nasirabad,
Gurgaon, Haryana -122017 have
changed my name to Nawnita for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I gunbir Kaur Arora w/0 gur-
bax singh Arora r/o a 604,
tulip ivory sector 70 gurgaon
haryana 122101 have
changed my name to gunbir
Kaur for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, KM ANJLA KUMARI W/O
MANOJ SINGH CHAUHAN
residing at H NO-327-328,
THIRD FLOOR, DS NEW
RAJINDER NAGAR, DELHI-
110060 have changed my
name to ANJALI CHAUHAN
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MONIKA W/O VIJAYKUMAR
KALHERA residing at H.NO.
495, HOUSING BOARD
COLONY, SECTOR - 2P
HUDA, ROHTAK - 124001
(HARYANA) , have changed my
name to MONIKA KALHERA
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-1563862F NK SUBHAG
PRASAD YADAV S/O SHIV
PRASAD YADAV R/O H.NO-P-
60/04, CVD LINE, SADAR
BAZAR, DELHI CANTT, NEW
DELHI-110010, have changed
my minor son's name from
ASISH to ASHISH YADAV for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohed Shahnawaz Khan
s/o Sarfaraz Khan R/o RZ-
525/24, Tughlakabad Extn.,
Delhi-110019, have changed
my name to Muhammad
Shah Nawaz Khan for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjida Begum w/o Sarfaraz
Khan R/o RZ-525/24, Tughlakabad
Extn., Delhi-110019, have changed
my name to Sajida Khan for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as KHA-
JAN SINGH Alias KHEM
SINGH S/O HARPAL SINGH
R/O DE1513, DABUA
COLONY, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121001 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KHEM SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, Aparna Samanta Spouse of
Army No. 14843382A Rank -
HAV Name - Manoj Kumar
Pramanik Presently Residing
at  Unit - 5017 ASC Bn (MT),
Kanchrapara Military Station, P.
S. - Bizpur, Dist - North 24
Parganas, State - West Bengal
& Permanently Residing at Vill
& Post - Bhubannagar, Tehsil -
Kakdwip, Dist. - South 24
Parganas, State - West Bengal
Pin - 743347 have changed
my name from Aparna
Samanta to Aparna Pramanik
& Correct Date of Birth
14/11/1991 for all future pur-
poses. Vide Affidavit No. 3286,
Dated 28 April 2022 before The
First Class Judicial Magistrate
at Barrackpore Court, North 24
Parganas (W.B) in presence of
Ld. Advocate G. M. Nabi.
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Ukraine's Sievierodonetsk falls to Russia after one of war's bloodiest 

Washington: A series of blockbuster congressional 
hearings that have shocked Americans with eye-
popping allegations of a plot by Donald Trump to 
steal the 2020 election went on a break this week as 
investigators began taking stock of new evidence.

Legal experts say the damning testimony against 
Trump provided by figures from the Republican 
political establishment over the last two weeks 
have amply confirmed a pattern of presidential 

misconduct that led inexorably to the January 6 
2021 insurrection.But Washington remains split 
over whether his election disinformation campaign 
and intense pressure on local officials and poll 
workers to overturn his defeat to Joe Biden amount 
to prosecutable crimes.With no more public 
presentations expected until mid-July, here are 
some key takeaways from the committee's first five 
hearings.With the committee attempting to distill 
documents and testimony from 1,000-plus 
witnesses, the hearings could easily have been 
messy.Instead, it has been able to tell a credible, 
compelling and straightforward story about a 
desperate politician unable to accept defeat and 
resorting to extreme measures to cling to power.

Across five hearings dealing with different aspects of 
the plot, the committee has shined a light on what it 
describes as a seven-step conspiracy directed by 
Trump.In short, they are: Trump's election fraud 
disinformation campaign; his effort to corrupt the 
Justice Department; his intense pressure campaign 
on Pence; his bullying of state officials; his legal 
team's effort to create fake slates of electors; his 
assembling and directing the January 6 
insurrectionists; and his refusal to call off the mob 
as it rioted at the Capitol for hours.

It's not just Trump who has seen his reputation hit by 
allegations of mendacity, illegal conduct or plain 
old incompetence.His attorney Rudy Giuliani was 
once a widely-respected mayor of New York but 
became a figure of ridicule as he pushed his boss's 
stolen election fantasies in a series of eccentric 
media appearances.Witnesses said Trump was 
persuaded by Giuliani to falsely declare victory on 
election night -- throwing America into crisis -- 
after the advisor had spent one of the biggest 
evenings of his boss's life getting drunk.

Five Key Takeaways From US 
Capitol Riot Hearings

NEWS BOX 

Taliban urges US to unfreeze funds to help 
Afghanistan after earthquake claims 1,150 lives

World  The Taliban on Saturday urged the continuing to provide aid to families in Paktika this scale.The Afghan authorities have ended 
United States to unfreeze Afghanistan’s and Khost, the two southeastern Afghan the search for survivors and said that the 
foreign funds and lift financial sanctions to provinces hardest hit by Wednesday’s 5.9 supplies of medicine and other critical aid 
help the war-ravaged country deal with its magnitude earthquake.“There are, however, were inadequate.Ministry of External Affairs 
deadliest earthquake yet which killed more unconfirmed reports that between 700 and 800 spokesperson Arindam Bagchi on Friday said 
than 1000 people. families are living in the open across three of that India had sent a second consignment of 

the six worst-affected districts,” a UN relief assistance to Kabul to support the people Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi on 
statement on Saturday said. of Afghanistan. The relief assistance consists Saturday, while speaking to reporters in Kabul, 

of essential items including family ridge tents, said, "In these testing times, we call on the “Families living in non-damaged and partially 
sleeping bags, blankets.New Delhi also United States to release Afghanistan's frozen damaged buildings have also reportedly 
decided to deploy Indian officials at the Indian assets and lift sanctions on Afghan banks so resorted to living out in the open out of fear that 
mission in Kabul on Thursday to ramp up that aid agencies can easily deliver assistance there may be further tremors,” the statement 
humanitarian efforts.to Afghanistan."Meanwhile, US President Joe added.According to Taliban officials, the 

Biden in February had signed an executive earthquake killed 1,150 people, injured about “In order to closely monitor and coordinate the 
order to free up half the $7 billion in frozen 1,600 and destroyed nearly 3,000 homes, with efforts of various stakeholders for the effective 
Afghan central bank assets on US soil, hundreds more partially damaged. According delivery of humanitarian assistance and in 
splitting the money between humanitarian aid to UNICEF, at least 121 children were among continuation of our engagement with the 
for Afghanistan and to possibly satisfy those killed and the toll is likely to Afghan people, an Indian technical team has 
terrorism-related lawsuits against the Taliban, increase.The destruction hit some of the reached Kabul today and has been deployed in 
Voice of America reported.The United Nations poorest and most remote mountainous Afghan our Embassy there,” said a statement issued by 
said humanitarian organizations, in areas near the Pakistan border which lacked the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on 
coordination with Taliban authorities, are the infrastructure to withstand calamities of Thursday.

Kyiv Russian forces fully occupied the eastern Russia's defence ministry said "as a result 
Ukrainian city of Sievierodonetsk on of successful offensive operations" 
Saturday, both sides said, confirming Kyiv's Russian forces had established full 
biggest battlefield setback for more than a control over Sievierodonetsk and the 
month following weeks of some of the war's nearby town of Borivske.Not long after 
bloodiest fighting.Ukraine called its retreat that, however, Ukrainian shelling from 
from the city a "tactical withdrawal" to fight outside Sievierodonetsk forced Russian 
from higher ground in Lysychansk on the troops to suspend evacuation of people 
opposite bank of the Siverskyi Donets river. from a chemical plant there, Russia's 
Pro-Russian separatists said Moscow's Tass news agency quoted local police 
forces were now attacking Lysychansk. working with Russian separatist 

authorities as saying.The fall of Sievierodonetsk - once home to 
more than 100,000 people but now a Oleksiy Arestovych, senior advisor to 

will be needed before we see victory is on the 
wasteland - was Russia's biggest victory since Zelenskyy, said some Ukrainian special forces 

horizon.""The city is now under the full 
capturing the port of Mariupol last month. It were still in Sievierodonetsk directing artillery 

occupation of Russia," Sievierodonetsk 
transforms the battlefield in the east after fire against the Russians. But he made no 

Mayor Oleksandr Stryuk said on national 
weeks in which Moscow's huge advantage in mention of those forces putting up any direct 

television. "They are trying to establish their 
firepower had yielded only slow gains.Russia resistance.Russia's Interfax news agency cited 

own order, as far as I know they have 
will now seek to press on and seize more a representative of pro-Russian separatist 

appointed some kind of commandant."Kyrylo 
ground on the opposite bank, while Ukraine fighters saying Russian and pro-Russian 

Budanov, Ukraine's military intelligence 
will hope that the price Moscow paid to forces had entered Lysychansk across the river 

chief, told Reuters that Ukraine was carrying 
capture the ruins of the small city will leave and were fighting in urban areas there.

out "a tactical regrouping" by pulling its forces 
Russia's forces vulnerable to counterattack. Russia also launched missile strikes across out of Sievierodonetsk.Russia is using the 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy vowed in a Ukraine on Saturday. At least three people tactic ... it used in Mariupol: wiping the city 
video address that Ukraine would win back the were killed and others may have been buried in from the face of the earth," he said. "Given the 
cities it lost, including Sievierodonetsk. But rubble in the town of Sarny, some 185 miles conditions, holding the defence in the ruins 
acknowledging the war's emotional toll, he (300 km) west of Kyiv, after rockets hit a and open fields is no longer possible. So the 
said: "We don't have a sense of how long it will carwash and a car repair facility, said the head Ukrainian forces are leaving for higher ground 
last, how many more blows, losses and efforts of the local regional military administration.to continue the defence operations."

Zelenskyy says Ukraine 
will win back lost cities, 
admits war is tough to 
bear

Horror on Oslo Pride day as gunman goes on deadly rampage at gay bar
Roenneberg of broadcaster NRK said he was in Oslo Terrified revellers at a gay bar in Oslo hid in 
the area at the time and saw a man arrive with a a basement and desperately called loved ones as 
bag, take out a gun and start to shoot: "Then I a gunman went on the rampage, killing two 
saw windows breaking and understood that I people and injuring 21 on the day the city was 
had to take cover."due to celebrate its annual Pride parade.

WIDESPREAD CONDEMNATIONAuthorities said the suspect, a 42-year-old 
Norwegian citizen of Iranian origin, was European leaders condemned the shooting, as 
believed to be a radicalised Islamist with a did the White House."I am shocked by the 
history of mental illness who had been known to heinous attack on innocent people in Oslo," EU 
intelligence services since 2015.The suspect Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
will be subjected to a psychiatric evaluation in tweeted.No-one should have to fear for their 
the coming days as part of the investigation, life or well-being simply for who they 
police said.The attack took place in the early are."French President Emmanuel Macron, 
hours of Saturday, with victims shot inside and writing in both French and Norwegian on his 
outside the London Pub, a longstanding hub of official Twitter account, expressed his 
Oslo's LGBTQ scene, as well as in the sympathies. "We stand stronger against hate if 
surrounding streets and at one other bar in the we stand together," he said.John Kirby, a 
centre of the Norwegian capital. spokesperson for the White House's National 

Security Council, told reporters on board Air The deceased were two men in their 50s and 60s, 
Force One the Biden administration had been police said."Everything indicates that this has 
in touch with Norway to offer condolences and been an attack by an Islamist extremist," Prime 
support."We're all horrified by the mass Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere told a news 
shooting in Oslo today targeting the LGBTQI+ conference."We don't (yet) know if the queer 

Norway's minister of culture and equality and minutes after embarking on the shooting spree, community there and our hearts obviously go community was the intended target, but we 
herself a prominent campaigner for LGBTQ according to police, who said they believed he out to the all the families of the victims, the know it is a victim."Bili Blum-Jansen, who was 
rights. acted alone. Two weapons, including a fully people of Norway, which is a tremendous ally, in the London Pub, said he fled to the basement 

automatic gun, were retrieved from the crime CRYING AND SCREAMING' and of course the LGBTQI+ community there to escape the hail of bullets and hid there along 
scene, they added.The man has declined to be While the official parade was called off, several and around the world," he said.Norwegian with 80 to 100 other people.Many called their 
interrogated by police, his lawyer John thousand people held a spontaneous march in security authorities raised the country's partners and family, it felt almost as if they were 
Christian Elden told public broadcaster NRK.central Oslo, waving rainbow flags and terrorism threat assessment to its highest level saying goodbye. Others helped calm down 

Witnesses described the chaos that erupted inside chanting in English: "We're here, we're queer, following the attack, in which 21 people were those who were extremely terrified," he told 
and outside the London Pub, which has been we won't disappear."Norway's Crown Prince also wounded, 10 of them severely.The police, TV2."I had a bit of panic and thought that if the 
open since 1979."Many people were crying and Haakon, his wife Crown Princess Mette-Marit who are not normally armed, will carry guns shooter or shooters were to arrive, we'd all be 
screaming, the injured were screaming, people and their youngest child, 16-year-old Prince until further notice, it said.Other major events in dead. There was no way out."Rainbow flags 
were distressed and scared - very, very scared," Sverre Magnus, later joined the prime minister the capital went ahead as planned on Saturday, symbolising the Pride community were on 
said Marcus Nybakken, 46, who had left the bar and other officials to lay red and white roses police and organisers said, including a large prominent display across Oslo this week, but 
shortly before the shooting and returned later to near the London Pub."We must protect the right outdoor music festival and a soccer match Saturday's planned parade was cancelled at the 
help."My first thought was that Pride was the in Norway to love whomever we want," Haakon between the women's teams of Norway and advice of police.”Last night the rainbow was 
target, so that's frightening."Journalist Olav told reporters.The suspect was detained New Zealand.coloured black," said Anette Trettebergstuen, 

Protests erupt outside US Supreme Court 
after ruling overturns abortion rights

fight attempts to prohibit a pill used for part the result of a long campaign for installing Washington/Jackson Hundreds of 
medication abortion. anti-abortion justices to the top court. The ruling protesters descended on the US Supreme 

had the support of all three justices appointed by Court on Saturday to denounce the "The decision is implemented by states," 
Trump.It is at odds with broad public opinion. A justices' decision to overturn the half- Biden said. "My administration is going to 
Reuters/Ipsos poll last month found that about century-old Roe v. Wade precedent that focus on how they administer and whether 
71% of Americans - including majorities of recognized women's constitutional right or not they violate other laws."The White 
Democrats and Republicans - said decisions to abortion. House said it also would challenge any 
about terminating a pregnancy should be left to efforts by states to restrict women's ability The sweeping ruling by the court, with a 6-
a woman and her doctor, rather than regulated to travel out of their home state to seek an 3 conservative majority, was set to alter 
by the government. A majority, however, abortion.At a rally in western Illinois on American life, with nearly half the states 
support some limits.The ruling will likely loom Saturday, former President Donald Trump considered certain or likely to ban 
large in the Nov. 8 midterm elections, when praised the Supreme Court ruling, calling it abortion.Conservative Justice Clarence 
Biden's Democrats could lose their narrow "a victory for the Constitution, a victory for Thomas suggested the court's reasoning 
majorities in Congress. Some party leaders the rule of law and above all a victory for could also lead it to reconsider past 
hope the decision will win over suburban swing life." He reminded his audience that in rulings protecting the right to another Supreme Court decision this week voters, though some activists were disheartened 2016 he made a campaign promise to nominate contraception, legalizing gay marriage expanding gun rights.Earlier in the afternoon, a over suffering such a defeat while their party judges "who would stand up for the original nationwide, and invalidating state laws banning supporter of Friday's ruling said: "The thing that held total power in Washington.meaning of the Constitution."Meanwhile, a gay sex.As the day progressed, the number of 'my body, my choice' advocates don't get is that 

Vatican official, Andrea Tornielli, wrote in an "They can ask for votes for more power but don't demonstrators outside the Supreme Court the aborted baby never had a choice."President 
editorial that anti-abortion activists should be they already have the Congress and the White increased substantially. The fenced-off area in Joe Biden, who on Friday expressed his deep 
concerned with other threats to life too, such as House?" said Patricia Smith, a 24-year-old front of the high court was filled largely with disappointment with the court ruling, said on 
easy access to guns, poverty and rising abortion rights supporter who went to the those demanding abortion rights.Crowds Saturday that the White House will monitor 
maternity mortality rates.For Christian Supreme Court to protest. "They have not been carried posters with slogans such as "Abort how states enforce bans, with administration 
conservatives who had long fought to overturn able to pass much in terms of legislation despite SCOTUS." One protester carried a placard that officials having already signaled they plan to 
Roe, Friday's ruling was a cherished win and in the power, so what is the point?"said "limit guns, not women" in reference to 

K y i v  U k r a i n i a n  P r e s i d e n t  
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Saturday 
said Ukraine would win back all the 
cities it had lost to Russia, 
including Sievierodonetsk, and 
admitted the war was becoming 
tough to handle emotionally.

In a late-night video address, he also 
said Ukraine had been hit by 45 
Russian missiles and rockets over 
the previous 24 hours, which he 
described as a cynical but doomed 
attempt to break his people's spirits.

"Therefore  a l l  our  c i t i es  -  
S i ev i e rodone t sk ,  Done t sk ,  
Luhansk - we'll get them all back," 
he said.It was the only time in the 
address that  he mentioned 
Sievierodonetsk, which finally fell 
to Moscow's forces earlier in the 
day after weeks of brutal fighting.

"At this stage of the war it's 
spiritually difficult, emotionally 
difficult ... we don't have a sense of 
how long it will last, how many 
more blows, losses and efforts will 
be needed before we see victory is 
on the horizon," he said.The 
re lent less  miss i les  a t tacks  
confirmed that sanctions against 
Russia were not enough to help 
Ukraine, which needed more 
weapons, he said.”The air defense 
systems - the modern systems that 
our partners have - should not be on 
training grounds or in storage, but 
in Ukraine, where they are needed 
now, needed more than anywhere 
else in the world," he said.

Canada: Miners in the Klondike 
gold fields of Canada's far north 
have made a rare discovery, 
digging up the mummified remains 
of a near complete baby woolly 
mammoth.Members of the local 
Tr'ondek Hwech'in First Nation 
named the calf Nun cho ga, which 
m e a n s  " b i g  b a b y  
animal."Paleontologist Grant 
Zazula said the little tyke, which 
retained its skin and hair, "is 
beautiful and one of the most 
incredible mummified ice age 
animals ever discovered in the 
world.""I am excited to get to know 
her more," he said in a statement.

The baby mammoth's remains were 
discovered during excavation 
through permafrost south of 
Dawson City in Canada's Yukon 
territory, which borders the US 
state of Alaska.The animal is 
believed to be female and would 
have died during the ice age, more 
than 30,000 years ago when woolly 
mammoths roamed this region 
alongside wild horses, cave lions 
and giant steppe bison.The 
discovery marks the first near 
complete and best-preserved 
mummified woolly mammoth 
found in North America.A partial 
mammoth calf, named Effie, was 
found in 1948 at a gold mine in 
Alaska's interior.A 42,000-year old 
mummif i ed  i n f an t  woo l ly  
mammoth, known as Lyuba, was 
also discovered in Siberia in 2007. 
Lyuba and Nun cho ga are roughly 
the same size, according to the 
Yukon government.It noted that 
the Yukon has "a world-renowned 
fossil record of Ice Age animals, 
but mummified remains with skin 
and hair are rarely unearthed.”

Rare Mummified Woolly 
Mammoth Found In 
Canadian Gold Mine

Paris: Politicians representing a 
parliamentary majority on 
Saturday voiced support for a bill 
enshrining abortion rights in 
France's constitution, after the 
US Supreme Court revoked the 
nationwide legal protection for 
American women to terminate 
pregnancies.The landmark ruling 
by the conservative-majority 
court on Friday overturned 
a l m o s t  f i v e  d e c a d e s  o f  
constitutional protections for 
abortion in the United States, 
allowing individual states to 
regulate the procedure.The 
American religious right had 
never accepted the previous 1973 
"Roe v. Wade" ruling that 
guaranteed US abortion rights 
and several conservative states 
immediately announced they 
would ban abortion.France was 
one of several US allies to 
condemn the decision, with 
President Emmanuel Macron 
denouncing a threat to women's 
freedom.The leader of Macron's 
party in parliament on Saturday 
said she had tabled a bill to 
"enshrine the respect for abortion 
in our constitution" amid the rise 
of the far-right National Rally, a 
party she described as "fierce 
opponents" of abortion.

Set In Stone": France 
Wants To Enshrine 
Abortion Rights In 
Constitution

New Delhi, Monday, 27 June, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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New Delhi. Amid the ongoing political tussle face this type of action. Their office will also 
in Maharashtra, the Mumbai police on be attacked. No one will be spared," Shiv 
Saturday (June 25) imposed prohibitory Sena Pune city head Sanjay More had said.
orders in the city and increased security at The Thackeray loyalists staged protests 
offices of various political parties and against the rebels, hurled stones, and 
leaders, including ministers, MLAs and defaced the posters of the dissident MLAs 
MPs, and their residences. The move comes on Saturday. Earlier in the day, state minister 
after reports of angry Shiv Sainiks Eknath Shinde had written to Maharashtra 
vandalizing the offices of rebel Shiv Sena Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray over the 
legislators surfaced. The city police issued alleged "malicious" withdrawal of security 
the prohibitory orders under section 37 of of family members of the 38 rebel MLAs. In 
the Mumbai Police (MP) Act in the first his letter, Shinde claimed that the security 
week of June, ahead of the Rajya Sabha provided to the MLAs at their residence as 
elections, which will now continue to well as to their family members has been 
remain in place till July 10, PTI reported. As "illegally and unlawfully withdrawn". 
per the order, the assembly of five or more The political crisis had begun in the state after 
persons at one place will remain banned. Shiv Sena MLA Eknath Shinde leader along 

After Shiv Sena workers vandalised the office with some MLAs left Maharashtra, 
of rebel party MLA Tanaji Sawant in Pune demanding Uddhav Thackeray break the 
on Saturday, the city police issued an alert Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance with 
directing all police stations to ensure Congress and NCP. Now, the majority of 
security at party leaders’ offices. "Our party Shiv Sena MLAs have shifted their loyalty 
workers vandalised Tanaji Sawant`s office. to Shinde and are camping in Guwahati, 
All traitors and rebel MLAs who have leading the Maharashtra government on the 
troubled our chief Uddhav Thackeray will brink of collapse. 

Maharashtra crisis: Sena stages 'joote maro' protest in Pune 
as rebel supporters blacken Uddhav posters

Air Force Airlifts 96 
Tonnes Of Relief Material 

For Assam, Meghalaya
Guwahati/Shillong. The Indian 

Air Force (IAF) has airlifted at 
least 96 tonnes of relief material 
on Saturday using the aerial 
platforms in continuation with its 
humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief (HADR) operation 
in Assam and Meghalaya, the IAF 
said on Sunday.

"In continuation of HADR efforts 
to provide relief and succour in 
Assam and Meghalaya, IAF has 
airlifted 96 Ton of relief material 
on 25 Jun 2022 using various 
aerial platforms, flying 37 hours 
in 46 sorties," the IAF tweeted.

According to the IAF, they have 
been conducting flood relief 
operat ions in  Assam and 
Meghalaya since June 21.

"Continuing its efforts to provide 
relief to the flood-affected 
p o p u l a c e  o f  A s s a m  a n d  
Meghalaya since past 4 days, IAF 
has airlifted 203 Tonnes of relief 
material in 74 HADR missions 
while also rescuing 253 stranded 
personnel utilising various 
helicopter and transport aircraft," 
it said in another tweet.

The IAF had utilised C-130, An-32, 
Mi 17V5, Mi 171V, Mi17s and 
ALH extensively for continuing 
its flood relief operations in 
Assam and Meghalaya.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has 
flown around 74 missions, 
rescued 253 persons who were 
stranded in the flood in Assam 
and have dropped over 200 
tonnes of relief material as part of 
humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief (HADR) operation 
to the state, IAF informed on 
Saturday.Meanwhile, the Assam 
State Disaster Management 
Authority (ASDMA) on Saturday 
had informed that the overall 
flood situation in Assam has 
improved but over 33.03 lakh 
people in 28 districts continue to 
remain affected due to the natural 
calamity in the state.According to 
ASDMA, a total of 117 people 
have lost their lives till then due to 
the flood and landslides in the 
state this year; of which 100 
people died in floods alone, while 
the remaining 17 died of 
landslides.As per the reports, at 
least 10 people, including four 
children died after drowning in 
the flood water in the last 24 
hours on Saturday.

New Delhi. Amid the ongoing of the party's rebel MLA 
p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  i n  Tanaji Sawant, who is 
Maharashtra, Shiv Sena currently camping in a hotel 
workers supporting Chief in Guwahati, Assam, a day 
Minister Uddhav Thackeray earlier.
held a ‘Joote Maro’ andolan Meanwhile, the Shinde camp 
against the rebel Sena MLAs on Saturday had floated an 
in Pune on Sunday.Earlier, idea to form a separate group 
the supporters of Eknath n a m e d  ' S h i v  S e n a  
Shinde camp had painted (Balasaheb)'.On the other 
over posters put up in support hand, Chief Minister Uddhav 
of Uddhav Thackeray in Thackeray chaired a national 
Thane.This comes in the executive meeting with Sena 
wake of the growing power leaders in Mumbai, passed 
struggle between two Sena resolutions and moved the 
f a c t i o n s  l e d  b y  t h e  Election Commission (EC) 
Maharashtra CM and rebel to restrain any other political 
l eader  Ekna th  Sh inde  outfit or faction from using 
respectively. the name of Shiv Sena and its 

Shiv Sena workers were seen founder late Balasaheb 
vandalising the Pune office Thackeray.

Agartala.The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has bagged victory on three out of four seats 
in the Tripura bypolls. Tripura chief minister 
and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader 
Manik Saha won the assembly poll from 
Town Bardowali constituency by a margin 
of 6,104 votes, the Election Commission 
said.

Congress candidate Sudip Roy Barman won 
the prestigious Agartala seat by 3,163 votes.

The BJP won Town Bordowali, Jubarajnagar 
and Surma seats in Tripura bypolls, 
respectively. BJP workers celebrated after 
CM Manik Saha's victory.Manik Saha, a 
Rajya Sabha MP, was appointed the chief 
minister of the state last month after then 
CM Biplab Deb's sudden resignation. He 
had to win this by-election to continue as the 
chief minister

He will now resign as an MP after being 
elected to the assembly, as per the rules. The 
bypoll was held in the Town Bardowali seat 
after Asish Kumar Saha resigned as a BJP 
MLA and joined the Congress in February.

Jubarajnagar seats, held on June 23. cast their votes in the elections and 22 The counting began at 8 am for the bypolls for 
candidates were in the fray.Over 78 per cent of the total 1,89,032 people had the Agartala, Town Bardowali, Surma and 

Akhilesh Yadav from the campaign. after "frisking"."There was some confusion. Lucknow. The BJP managed to pull ahead 
Now he (Dharmendra Yadav) is inside and of the Samajwadi Party as the counting "No, it does not matter. He was 
counting is going on smoothly," the SP said.of votes for the by-polls to the Rampur checking on my campaign all the 

and Azamgarh Lok Sabha constituencies time," Samajwadi Party candidate in The two constituencies voted on June 23, with 
in Uttar Pradesh entered their fifth hour Azamgarh Dharmendra Yadav said, Azamgarh recording a turnout of 49.43 per 
on Sunday amid tight security. when  asked about the former Chief cent and Rampur 41.39 per cent.

Minister 's  absence from the Both seats have been strongholds for the Over 35 lakh people were eligible to vote in the 
campaign.party led by Akhilesh Yadav. While the bypolls to decide the fate of 19 candidates.

Azamgarh seat was vacated following Mr Yadav earlier got into an argument In Rampur, the BJP had fielded Ghanshyam 
the election of the former Chief Minister with security personnel over Singh Lodhi, who recently joined the party. 
to the state assembly, the Rampur seat allegedly being denied access to the Asim Raja, handpicked by Azam Khan, is the 
was similarly vacated by the party's strongroom. Samajwadi Party candidate. The Mayawati-
tallest Muslim leader Azam Khan. Mr Yadav alleged that "an attempt is led Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) did not 

The counting process started at 8 am. being made to change EVMs contest from the seat. The Azamgarh seat 
(Electronic Voting Machines) and saw a triangular contest among the BJP's In Azamgarh, the candidate from strong performance appears to have majorly 

that is why he was not allowed entry inside." Dinesh Lal Yadav 'Nirahua', a Bhojpuri Mayawati's Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), impacted the Samajwadi Party's Dhamendra 
The SP leader was later allowed inside. actor-singer, the SP's Dharmendra Yadav and Shah Alam, has amassed over 1 lakh votes, Yadav.

the BSP's Shah Alam, also known as Guddu coming very close to both the BJP and Superintendent of Police, Azamgarh, Anurag Another factor for this tight finish seems to be 
Jamali.Samajwadi Party (SP) candidates. This Arya said those entitled were allowed entry the absence of Samajwadi Party Chief 

In UP Bypolls, BJP Ahead On Both Seats 
On Akhilesh Yadav's Home Turf

BJP bags 3 out of 4 seats in Tripura bypolls, CM 
Manik Saha wins from Bardowali

Bihar Drugs Inspector 
Jitendra Kumar's 
residence raided, huge 
amount of  cash seized

Patna. A team of surveillance department 
raided the residence of Drug Inspector 
Jitendra Kumar in the disproportionate 
assets case on Saturday in Patna, capital of 
Bihar. The officials seized a large amount of 
cash from Drug Inspector`s possession that 
took them several hours to count. 

Apart from cash, the officers found documents 
of many properties, a huge amount of gold 
and silver and four luxury cars, informed 
Surendra Kumar Maur, DSP Monitoring 
Department.

"A team of surveillance department raided the 
residence of Drug Inspector Jitendra Kumar 
in the disproportionate assets case. A huge 
amount of cash, many land papers, gold, 
silver and four luxury cars were recovered," 
said the DSP Monitoring Department 
officer. In the video, the officials were seen 
counting the bundles of notes of all 
denominations between Rs 100 and Rs 2,000 
piled up on the table and bed.More details 
are awaited.

Maharashtra political crisis: Prohibitory orders in 
Mumbai, gatherings of 5 or more banned

Maharashtra political crisis: The move comes after reports of angry Shiv Sainiks 
vandalizing the offices of rebel Shiv Sena legislators surfaced. 

BJP won three out of 4 seats in the Tripura bypolls and Chief Minister Manik Saha 
won the assembly poll from Town Bardowali constituency.

How long will you hide 
in Guwahati: Sanjay 
Raut taunts rebel MLAs
Mumbai . Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut on 

Sunday posted a tweet targetting the rebel 
MLAs of the party, in which he said that 
however long they may "hide" in Assam's 
Guwahati, they will ultimately have to 
come to "chowpatty", a reference to 
Mumbai.

"How long will you hide in Guwahati, you 
will have to come to chowpatty," the Sena 
MP tweeted in Hindi along with a photo of 
the state Assembly's Deputy Speaker 
Narhari Zirwal looking into the distance.

Key government establishments, including 
the Mantralaya (state secretariat), Vidhan 
Bhavan (legislature complex), Raj Bhavan 
and the chief minister's official bungalow 
'Varsha' are located in the vicinity of the 
Girgaum beach, which is also known the 
Girgaum chowpatty, in south Mumbai.

Majority of Shiv Sena MLAs have shifted 
their loyalty to minister Eknath Shinde and 
are currently camping in Guwahati, 
plunging the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
government led by Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray, who heads the Sena, into a 
crisis.

The Maharashtra legislature secretariat had 
on Saturday issued 'summons' to 16 of the 
rebel Shiv Sena MLAs, including Shinde, 
seeking written replies by the evening of 
June 27 to the complaints seeking their 
disqualification.

The party's national executive has authorised 
Uddhav Thackeray to take action against 
the rebel MLAs. After rebel supporters blackened the posters of Uddhav Thackeray, Shiv Sena supporters in Pune held a 

‘joote maro’ protest against the rebel MLAs amid the ongoing political crisis in the state.Active Covid-19 cases in 

country rise to 92,576

New Delhi. India logged 11,739 new 
coronavirus infections taking the total tally 
of COVID-19 cases to 4,33,89,973, while the 
active cases rose to 92,576, according to the 
Union Health Ministry data updated on 
Sunday.

The death toll climbed to 5,24,999 with 25 new 
fatalities, the data updated at 8 am stated.

The active cases comprise 0.21 per cent of the 
total infections, while the national COVID-
19 recovery rate was 98.58 per cent, the 
ministry said. An increase of 797 cases has 
been recorded in the active COVID-19 
caseload in a span of 24 hours.

The daily positivity rate was recorded at 2.59 
per cent and the weekly positivity rate at 3.25 
per cent, according to the ministry.

The number of people who have recuperated 
from the disease surged to 4,27,72,398 while 
the case fatality rate was recorded at 1.21 per 
cent.According to the ministry, 197.08 crore 
doses of Covid vaccine have been 
administered in the country so far under the 
nationwide COVID-19 vaccination drive.

India's COVID-19 tally had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on 
August 23, 40 lakh on September 5 and 50 
lakh on September 16. It went past 60 lakh on 
September 28, 70 lakh on October 11, 
crossed 80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on 
November 20 and surpassed the one-crore 
mark on December 19.

The country crossed the grim milestone of two 
crore on May 4, three crore on June 23 last 
year and four crore on January 25 this year.

The 25 new fatalities include 10 from Kerala, 
six from Delhi, four from Maharashtra, two 
from West Bengal and one each from 
Himachal Pradesh,  Jharkhand and 
Rajasthan.

UP Lok Sabha Bypoll: Both Azamgarh and Rampur seats have been strongholds for the Samajwadi Party led by Akhilesh Yadav.
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vulnerable young women are being used as surrogate FIVE months after the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act came 
mothers across India, often without complete into force, the Health Ministry has notified the rules 
knowledge of the implications of surrogacy. There are governing surrogate pregnancies. Among other things, 
complex ethical questions related to surrogacy, and the the rules make it mandatory for couples who wish to 
possibility of breaking or bending the law acquires become parents to buy three-year health insurance for 
severe moral implications.Before commercial surrogate mothers. The rules also stipulate that ‘the 
surrogacy was barred by law this year, surrogacy had number of attempts of any surrogacy procedure on the 
become a thriving ‘industry’ in India, and Gujarat had surrogate mother shall not be more than three’, and the 
become a hub of its commercial exploitation — Anand mother be allowed abortion during surrogacy in case of 
was called India’s ‘surrogacy capital’. Activists and a complication. Strict rules have been framed to 
opposition parties have made a strong case for the right regulate private surrogacy clinics, which must have a 
of surrogate mothers to gain commercially through the team of specialist doctors and counsellors.It’s 
‘service’ they offer, but the new law permits only estimated that up to 15 per cent Indian couples — a 
altruistic surrogacy. Though the debate on barring total of around three crore couples — are afflicted with 
commercial surrogacy has not ended, the law enacted infertility, and many of them are seeking treatment. 
this year and the new rules notified this week are a step More and more of them are opting for surrogacy, and 
in the right direction. The subject is complex and still the strictest, most watertight rules must be framed to 

surrogacy, permitting surrogacy only for altruistic in development, however, and the authorities must protect the rights of all individuals involved — the 

purposes, in the cases of couples suffering from infertility keep pace with the scientific progress and ethical surrogate mother, the baby and the couple seeking a child. 

or disease; however, it’s a well-documented fact that questions around it.The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act bars commercial 

Loquat on other side Why US, others are resetting ties with S Arabia

Glaring chinks in the Agnipath armour

intimidate an enemy. Nor does the experience of US — THE recently introduced Tour of Duty (ToD), or Agnipath 
indisputably the most technologically advanced in the scheme, has drawn strong protests from the youth who 
world — in Somalia, Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan etc. had been awaiting their turn to join as regular soldiers, 
lend support to that argument. Even in our context, if recruitment for which had been put on hold some two 
technology could be an effective substitute, we won’t years ago due to the Covid pandemic. The protests spread 
have deployed 50,000-60,000 soldiers in eastern Ladakh across many states. A peaceful protest by citizens is their 
for so long and in an open-ended commitment.It is being democratic right. But violence and destruction of public 
claimed that by ultimately selecting only 25 per cent of property need to be condemned in the strongest words. 
the Agniveers for service, the Army will get the best. But The protests are against the government but the property 
that is already happening through our recruitment system belongs to the country, to us all.It had been held 
where for a single vacancy, thousands line up and the repeatedly that the modernisation of defence forces is 
selection is through a vigorous process involving slowing down for want of funds since the revenue budget 
multiple tests.The implementation of the Agnipath is disproportionately high. In this, defence pensions were 
scheme may have been in the planning for long. But for cited to be the main villain that allegedly drained the 
the affected youth, it came too suddenly. Their anger was funds that otherwise could be used for modernisation. 
further fuelled by abruptly cancelling the recruitment The ToD scheme was supposedly conceived to 
process that was suspended two years ago due to Covid ameliorate that problem since short-duty soldiers, the 
and for which the aspirants had already passed certain Agniveers, would not be given pension, and savings 
tests. The protests could have been minimised if the would accrue. However, the government subsequently 
suspended enrolment was completed and the Agnipath clarified that Agnipath is not inspired by the need for 
scheme was implemented from next enrolment cycle. curtailing military pensions.The other propagated reason 
That would have also given time for the benefits of the is to keep the military youthful. But how young is 
scheme to be announced and understood more youthful; at what age does youthfulness start losing its 
deliberately. As it happened, the new benefits being sheen? The argument that lowering of mean age from 32 
announced by the government somewhat hurriedly years to 26 will become a panacea to improve the Army’s 
appeared reactive and did not inspire the needed efficacy is more arithmetical than pragmatic. Such a 
confidence. Even the corporate heads making promises conclusion ignores the experience and psychological 
for employing the Agniveers did little to soften the anger. benefits that age brings. Even a retired Army Chief of age. We had to pass the same tests of endurance, forces does not seem to have been factored in. With our 
It was clear that they were doing so after a government speaking to the media in support of the Agnipath scheme strength and agility etc at 34 that we had passed at 20. It volatile borders on two fronts and with the Army having 
nudge to seek their support. After all, even now nearly cited the example of the Kargil war having been fought was obviously based on the premise that the physical been perpetually engaged in war-like situation, the need 
55,000 soldiers retire annually. They are in the 35-38 by very young soldiers. But the fact that those soldiers attributes required for a soldier do not materially degrade for tinkering with the ethos and functioning of the Army 
year age-group, are disciplined, skilled, and have had a lifelong bond with the Army and had the assurance till the age of 35. Significantly, the Assam Rifles jawans is ill-advised. The dedication that comes with the 
relatively lower ambitions to give job stability. It was that if something happened to them, their kin would get serve till 58, spending almost their entire life in North- permanent bonding cannot be expected from a short-
strange to see some corporate spokespersons claiming pension and other related benefits from the government, East hills. Having commanded the Assam Rifles, I can term contractual soldier.Yet another argument being 
that they would prefer a young man of 25, who has been which would not be the case for Agniveers, seems to have empirically say that age never came in the way of their advanced is that the induction of advanced technology 
rejected by the Army, over a soldier 10-12 years older been overlooked to support a pre-determined decision. It duty.It is rightly argued that the Agniveers would acquire can substitute soldiers, may be partially true and only in 
who has successfully completed his military may be relevant to mention that after 1962, the Army had the Army ethos and culture that would benefit the some specific cases. It needs reiteration that the ultimate 
engagement. The corporate pronouncements carry no prescribed certain annual physical efficiency tests. The country at large. However, the adverse impact of the aim of war is to subdue the enemy’s will. It is debatable 
conviction.  standards laid down were the same for all up to 35 years scheme on the operational capabilities of the defence that keyboards and radars can be suitable substitutes to 

New surrogacy rules

Partition came as a rude shock and caught my 
family completely by surprise. We were dispersed 
across greater Punjab and even beyond. At one 
extreme end was my father Nanak Singh, working 
as a Tehsildar in Bikaner state at Suratgarh. 
Families were large and we were four brothers 
and three sisters. My elder sister was married in 
PEPSU and lived at Ajraur in Patiala district. My 
eldest brother was working with the Defence 
Audit Department at Rawalpindi. At the other end 
was my brother-in-law, posted as personal 
assistant to the Deputy Commissioner of our 
district, Campbellpore. It has been renamed as 
Attock. My mother was at Pindi en route to Attock 
to be with my sister, who was pregnant.We lived 
in the only house made of bricks in Adhwal 
village in Chakwal tehsil. We had ample lands and 
I remember our loquat trees as the taste and 
fragrance of their fruit still lingers. There was 
belief that even if Partition takes place, we all will 
live peacefully. We trusted our neighbours. Our 
village was close to the Katas Raj shrine in 
Chakwal and had a significant Sikh and Hindu 
population. In any case, we loved our lands and 
despite my father colonising canal-irrigated areas 
by distribution, nobody wanted to relocate or 
leave our village in Potohar, known for its hardy 
soldiers.On the day of reckoning, I was 15 years 
old and found myself as the head of family as my 
elder brother was in the neighbouring township of 
Sukhon for his matriculation examination. My 
responsibility included my ailing grandmother, 
younger brother and kid sister.

Like ominous clouds, we saw the arrival of rabble 
rousers and a gathering of villagers. It was more of 
a craving for land and our properties and was 
couched in religious frenzy. We were forced to 
huddle in a local gurdwara. It had a small pond 
and provided some notion of protection. People 
were given responsibilities of looking out, 
cooking and stocking. The gurdwara was under 
siege of sword-brandishing gangs threatening us 
and issuing periodic ultimatums.The most 
important duty was carried out by a retired soldier 
from the Signals branch. He quietly sneaked out at 
night to the nearest post office to send an 
emergency telegram on the Morse Code machine.

Our plans in the event of an attack by the mob 
included killing all females to save their honour 
and the family heads were to carry out the 
beheading. I had grown up overnight and prayed 
relentlessly to be saved and more fervently, to be 
s p a r e d  o f  t h i s  d a s t a r d l y,  i n h u m a n  
responsibility.They say sincere prayers are 
inevitably answered. Our youngsters’ team was 
on sentry duty and at dawn, we spotted a white 
hawk signifying divine blessings. As we raised 
jaikaras (slogans), we spotted military trucks on 
the horizon. We were relocated by Sikh troops to 
Wah camp in Rawalpindi. My grandmother, 
however, refused to leave the village. My eldest 
brother had to use his military links and go to the 
village with an escort to bring out my 
grandmother and also valuables buried in our 
house. These were called ‘dafni’. We were 
evacuated after a week to India in trains, again 
under escort.The train journey had its own share 
of challenges but we managed to make it safely. 
We saw some ghastly scenes which are best 
forgotten. My brother-in-law decided to stay on 
and despite being the Deputy Commissioner’s 
PA, he had to hide in a tubewell to escape the 
marauding mobs. The DC finally forced him to 
move to Patiala.My wife, whom I met only on the 
day of our wedding, had a similar story in 
Chakwal township. She lost her father, a 
respected trader and leader, to merciless mobs as a 
10-year-old kid. Her widowed mother and family 
also made their way to Ludhiana through refugee 
camps. They struggled with no real base in India. 
Such horror stories resonated across our 
families.Our family struggled initially, but all of 
us made a mark later. Education and hard work 
were the catalysts. In 1994, accompanied by my 
wife, I visited my village, Adhwal. We had gone 
as part of a jatha (congregation) and with great 
difficulty managed to get the permissions. The 
civil services in Pakistan have great privileges and 
they gave me protocol with a vehicle as courtesy. 
It was nostalgic to be back in my village but very 
disappointing to see hardly any progress as the 
place seemed to be in a time warp despite being 
part of the Islamabad capital territory.

potential ramifications mentioned was the possible has come as an opportunity for MBS to re-position Fearing a domestic political backlash because of 
reorientation of the US relationship with the Middle East, himself on the world stage.Early on in his career, MBS inflationary pressures, US President Joe Biden has 
including the KSA. The assessment was that as the US had taken an interest in reshaping the KSA’s economy announced a trip to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), 
dependence on the Middle Eastern crude oil became with the intention of diversifying its economy. After which is being seen as a U-turn in terms of the Biden 
marginal, this could radically alter the geo-political taking over control in April 2015, he professionalised the administration’s engagement with 36-year-old Saudi 
priorities of the US in the region. A host of reasons, partly Saudi Aramco management, officially the Saudi Arabian Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS). The ties between 
related to structural economic realities, technical and Oil Company. He had launched its IPO in 2019, though the two countries had hit a low as the US President had 

after a rocky start Aramco has been able to been critical of the KSA’s involvement in Yemen 
establish itself as the most valuable listed and the alleged role of MBS in the murder of 
company in the world. It is still not listed on journalist Jamal Khashoggi.The KSA’s decision 
NYSE, though in May it reportedly surpassed to extend a ceasefire in Yemen and the OPEC 
tech giant Apple as the world’s most valuable (Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 
company.The US is not the only player that had Countries) announcement that it would increase 
to revise its strategy toward the KSA. Turkey is oil production changed the frosty dynamics 
another country as the KSA-Turkey animosity between the ruling Democratic Party’s 
had acquired topical salience in the last few leadership in the US and MBS. The recent 
years. Turkey’s decision to deploy more troops developments provide some key lessons in 
in Qatar, which was facing a blockade from the understanding the current geo-political 
KSA, exacerbated the tensions between the landscape as within the global south and 
KSA and Turkey. In July 2020, Turkish emerging economies, the KSA remain an 
President Erdogan visited Qatar to further important player both as a traditional supplier of 
cement the strategic relationship between the crude oil as well as an investor. (In India’s case, it 
two countries. The KSA and Turkey followed is the fourth largest trading partner as more than 
divergent foreign policy goals in many places.18 per cent of India’s crude oil imports come 

from the KSA and it has been a critical partner in The tensions had become more apparent after the 
the security realm, particularly counter killing of Khashoggi in the KSA’s Istanbul 
terrorism, for more than a decade now).The consulate in 2018. The facts presented by the pandemic, have come together to point out that this 
Russian invasion of Ukraine impacted the calculations of Turkish authorities hinted at the direct involvement of analysis was faulty. Fracking required consistent 
many countries, including the US, with regard to energy MBS in the killing. A trial has already started in Turkey economic investments which have been hard to come by 
security. The banning of imports of Russian crude oil, that accused 20 KSA citizens in absentia; the KSA has since 2019 and were further exacerbated after the onset of 
including the European Union decision to ban 90 per cent declined to extradite them. There was a counter-reaction Covid-19 in March 2020.Russia's invasion of Ukraine was 
of Russian oil by the end of this year, has not only led to oil sweeping within the KSA as the leadership has decided to the last straw on the camel’s back. Notwithstanding 
shortages but also caused panic. It has demonstrated that refer to the Ottoman rule over its territory in the context of various requests by the US administration, an increase in 
the role of the KSA, the second largest oil producing colonialism and revise textbooks. In Riyadh, a sign the crude oil supply by the oil producers is not even 
country, cannot be ignored. The much-celebrated US self- bearing the name of the Ottoman sultan, Suleiman the sufficient to meet the US demand, not to speak of Europe. 
sufficiency in crude oil and gas achieved through fracking Magnificent, was reportedly removed from one of the In addition, because of various domestic regulations on 
has come across as exaggerated. Fracking, practised in the main streets.shipping the internal production will not necessarily meet 
US states of Texas and New Mexico, is the technique of With a tottering domestic economy as the inflation rate is the domestic demand. Resultantly, all economies, 
creating fractures in rocks and rock formations by reportedly above 70 per cent and the Turkish lira losing 44 including the US, are facing inflationary trends because of 
injecting specialised fluid into cracks to force them to per cent of its value against the dollar in 2021, it was the shortage of crude oil supply and other infrastructural 
open further, resulting in more oil and gas to flow out of difficult for the Turkish President to continue to bottlenecks.
the formations. The adoption of this technique resulted in grandstand. Turkish exporters reportedly complained It is in this equation that the role of the KSA has become 
the US becoming a net exporter rather than an importer of their goods were stuck at Saudi customs for longer than critical. Apart from the UAE, the KSA is one of the two 
crude oil and gas. The total domestic production of crude was necessary. Erdogan has already visited the KSA in countries that has reportedly the major share of OPEC's 
oil reportedly jumped from 5.4 million barrels a day in April, seen as an attempt to repair the KSA-Turkey ties, spare capacity. The KSA initially hesitated to increase the 
early 2010 to a record 13 million at the end of 2019. which was followed by MBS’s visit to Turkey on June 22. production and then later in consultation with OPEC 

Geopolitical analysts were quick to emphasise the various Qatar-KSA tensions have also ceased as there is a agreed. And there is little doubt who has gained the 
consequences of the development. One of the major restoration of diplomatic ties between the two.maximum from the global crude oil shortage. The crisis 

Now comes the tricky part of  implementing them

Russian invasion of Ukraine impacted the calculations of many countries, including the US, with regard to energy security. Under the de facto control of Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, Saudi Arabia’s clever positioning to leverage its assets in the current crude oil crisis has forced the US and others to re-establish relations with it. This 

only proves that the magic of black gold has far from waned and it will continue to impact geopolitical undercurrents.

It had been held repeatedly that the modernisation of defence forces is slowing down for want of funds since the revenue budget is disproportionately high. In this, defence pensions were cited to be the main villain that allegedly 

drained the funds that otherwise could be used for modernisation. The Tour of Duty scheme was supposedly conceived to ameliorate that problem since short-duty soldiers wouldn’t be given pension.
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Arjun Kapoor Shares 
"Eiffel Good" Pics With 
Girlfriend  

From Paris Vacation
Malaika Arora

Birthday boy Arjun Kapoor is currently having the 
time of his life as he enjoys a holiday with his 
girlfriend Malaika Arora in Paris. The actor, who 
has turned 37 today (June 26), has shared new 
photos from the picturesque location on his 
Instagram handle. In a series of selfies, Arjun poses 
with Malaika, while in the background we can see 
the Eiffel Tower. Sharing the post, he captioned it 
as "Eiffel good... I knew I would... #parisvibes". 
Soon after Arjun Kapoor shared the post, his 
industry friends and fans flooded the comment 
section. Rakul Preet Singh, Tara Sutaria, 
Rajkummar Rao's wife Patralekhaa and others 
dropped heart emoticons. A fan commented, 
"Adorable couple, while another wrote, "Best 
couple". 

On Saturday, Arjun Kapoor shared a selfie on his 
Instagram handle, wherein he is looking uber cool 
in a green t-shirt paired with a black beanie cap. 
Sharing the image, he wrote, "Looking Ahead 
Now." Check out the post below: 

Arjun Kapoor and Malaika Arora jetted off to Paris 
on Thursday to celebrate the former's birthday. 
Soon after they checked into the picturesque 
location, Arjun and Malaika shared pictures on 
their Instagram stories. Malaika shared a photo of 
Arjun posing in front of the Eiffel Tower and 
captioned it as "#verytouristy". She also re-shared 
Arjun's post, offering her fans a glimpse of the food 
and drinks, as they enjoy their time in Paris.  

Meanwhile, on the work front, Arjun Kapoor has 
several films in his kitty - Mohit Suri's Ek Villain 
Returns, co-starring Tara Sutaria, John Abraham 
and Disha Patani, The Lady Killer with Bhumi 
Pednekar and Kuttey.  

Shahid Kapoor and 
Mira Rajput Get Goofy 

In Switzerland

ollywood actress Esha Gupta is hotness overloaded in her 
latest post! The Aashram 3 actress never fails to impress her 
fans with her steamy social media posts. She often treats her B

huge fan following to stunning pictures and videos and her fans 
can’t get enough of them. Maintaining the trajectory, Esha dropped 
another steamy video that will make her fans go weak in the knew.

In the reel, we see the actress looking gorgeous as ever in a breathtaking 
avatar, as she donned a sexy orange bikini while she soaked in the sun. 
We see Esha smilingly walking at the beach, bare feet, as she stops and 
kisses the camera in the end. Esha flaunted her super-toned body, dressed in 
the tiny bikini, and she had a cute bucket hat on her head, while her shiny 
stands were left open. We also catch a glimpse of the gorgeous location in the 
backdrop, with the beach waters meeting the skyline at the end of the horizon and 
a clear blue sky.

Taking to the captions, Esha wrote, “Sunshine
Soon after the Raaz 3 actress posted the glamorous video, scores of her fans 

chimed into the comments section to shower compliments on the actress.
While one fan wrote, 

gorgeous as  ever,”  
a n o t h e r  a d d e d ,  
“Stunning and Hot .”

A third social media user 
wrote, “Even girls have 
crush on you .”

Meanwhile, Esha Gupta 
never fails to amuse her 
fans with her stunning 
pictures and videos. She 
has an active presence on 
social media. Earlier this 
week, Esha posted a 
couple pictures in a sexy cutout black dress.

In the first picture featured in the post, Esha is seen flaunting her back in the 
sexy black dress. The actress wore a matte lip shaded and kohl-rimmed eyes, 
with her shiny locks curled in waves, Esha leaves us spellbound. As we scroll 
further, we see Esha flaunting her toned waist in the extremely low cut dress. She 
looks magnetic in the all black avatar. The next photo sees Esha striking stunning 
pose while she seated on a table. The Rustom actress sported a pair of pointy high 
heels, that perfectly complimented her steamy avatar. The last pic 
is a trophy that the actress has won as “Most Desirable 
Women of TheYear.”

On the professional front, Esha Gupta was last seen 
playing a pivotal role alongside Bobby Deol 
in MX Player Original’s Aashram Season 
3. She made her debut with 2012’s 
crime-thriller Jannat 2 opposite 
Emraan Hashmi and Randeep 
Hooda. She has also worked in 
movies such as Rustom, Raaz 3, 
Commando 2, Humshakals and 
Baadshaho.

fter a long wait, fans of actor Ranbir Kapoor have much 
to rejoice. After Sanju in 2018, the actor is back with two Abig releases this year - Shamshera and Brahmastra. The 

first of the two films, Shamshera is set to release in theatres on 
July 22. The lead cast of the film including Ranbir, Vaani 
Kapoor and Sanjay Dutt came together for the trailer release of 
the film on Friday and have also begun promotions. And much 
to the delight of Ranbir's fans, Vaani Kapoor has uploaded a 
selfie with the actor who is famously not on social media. 
Sharing the black and white selfie in which they are both 
smil ing,  Vaani  wrote,  “With the one & only 
Shamshera.#shamshera 22nd July”

After the selfie, Vaani Kapoor also dropped a video from the 
trailer launch event of the film that spanned three cities – 
Mumbai, Vadodara and Indore. In the clip, Ranbir is seen 
posing for Vaani's video. Then the lead actors are also seen 
interacting with the media and their fans.

Dropping the video, Vaani Kapoor said, “3 cities, one day, all the 
love and heart-warming 50 million+ views for the trailer in 
one day. We are humbled and thankful to you all.”

The first look of Ranbir Kapoor as Shamshera was also released 
by the team on social media. In the caption, Vaani wrote, “The 
hero who rose to be a legend – Shamshera.”

This was followed by another poster of Ranbir Kapoor as 
Shamshera. In the caption, Vaani said, “He's fiercely 
courageous & fights for freedom, he is Shamshera.”  

The first look poster of Vaani Kapoor as Sona also created a buzz 
on social media. In the caption, the actress said, “She is 
relentless and has a heart of gold. She is Sona!”

Shamshera is directed by Karan Malhotra and will be out in 
theatres on July 22. The film will be released in Hindi, Tamil 
and Telugu.

hahid Kapoor and Mira Rajput are on vacation 
with their family in Switzerland and it would Snot be wrong to say that they are having a blast. 

Need proof? Take a look at their social media 
handles. Even better -- let us make it easier for you 
and tell you what Shahid and Mira are up to. Late on 
Saturday, Shahid shared a video of himself 
standing on a moving walkway or a travelator with 
the stunning mountains in the background. As he 
approaches the camera, Shahid is seen being his 
usual cheeky self. In the caption, he said, “Aeee 
Amitttt…” and added the classic song Roop 
Suhana Lagta Hai from The Gentleman in the 
background.

That's not all. Shahid Kapoor even shared a series of 
Instagram Stories in which he is seen with his better 
half, Mira Rajput. In one image, the couple is seen 
smiling for the camera.

This is followed by another picture of Shahid Kapoor 
and Mira Rajput with their children Misha and 
Zain. In it, the family of four is seen staring at the 
magnificent view of the mountains while relaxing 
by a lake with their backs facing the camera.

Meanwhile, Mira Rajput also added a photo to the 
family vacation album. In it, she is seen posing 
along a railway track. The narrow-gauge track is 
nestled amid majestic green mountains. In the 
caption, she said, “"Zindagi ek rail ki patri hai (life 
is a rail track)."  Mira's brother-in-law Ishaan 
Khatter commented on her post, “Waah, kya sher 
chhed diya aapne.

Vaani Kapoor Shares A Selfie With The "One 
And Only Shamshera" Ranbir Kapoor

Esha Gupta took 
to Instagram and 

posted an adorable 
video that sees the 
actress smiling as 

she flaunts her 
sexy bikini body 

while taking walk 
on a beach.

Hotness Overload!

Esha Gupta
  Flaunts Super-Toned Body In

Sexy Bikini
 Kisses The Cam
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New Delhi: Tata Consultancy Services Students and researchers who are 
(TCS), India’s largest IT services pursuing a Ph.D., MS, M Tech, or are 
c o m p a n y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  m a r k e t  in their final year of BE or B Tech are 
c a p i t a l i z a t i on ,  ha s  ope ne d  t he  eligible to apply for the Computer 
registrations for the 2022 Internship Science related internship offered by 
Program. The IT major is inviting TCS. However, TCS is also accepting 
applications from interested interns to students pursuing master's and 
pursue an internship with the company in doctoral degrees in psychology, 
the field of Computer Science (CS). The sociology, economics, mathematics, 
IT firm is seeking students who have game design, and organizational 
impressive educational qualifications and behaviour. TCS is acknowledged by 
a passion for research and development. AIESEC as a Global Exchange 

Partner. For the unversed, more than “If you have a consistent, shining academic 
200 AISEC interns receive career record, coupled with a passion for R&D, 
development opportunities each year come join us to conduct research in an 
via the company’s ACE Program.industrial R&D environment and solve eight weeks for short internships to 16 to 18 

industry-scale problems under the supervision How to apply to TCS 2022 Internship Program weeks for long internships. However, TCS 
of senior researchers," TCS said in its official offers the flexibility to customize the length in If you're interested in applying to the TCS 2022 
statement. (ALSO READ: After Coinbase, some circumstances. (ALSO READ: No Internship Program, you will need to fill out the 
Vauld, Bitcoin trading platform Bitpanda lays person-to-person transactions via FASTags, form on the official portal. Students can email to 
off 250 employees) NCPI clarifies on fraud videos) careers.research@tcs.com to get help with any 

The internships can range in length from six to questions. TCS 2022 Internship Program Eligibility

Bank Fraud: Bengaluru banker arrested for 
diverting Rs 5.7 crore to girlfriend

claimed that the accused staff tampered New Delhi: For allegedly diverting 
with it and used it as collateral to issue Rs. Rs 5.7 crore to his girlfriend, whom 
5.7 crore as overdraft in several he met on a dating app, the branch 
installments. Read More: Gold price manager of the Indian Bank branch 
today, June 26: Check gold rate in Delhi, in Bengaluru's Hanumanthanagar 
Patna, Lucknow, Kolkata, Kanpur, Kerala was recently detained. The culprit, 
and other citiesHari Shankar, was given a 10-day 

police custody following a The bank, after conducting an internal 
complaint from the zonal manager investigation, found that the money was 
of Indian Bank. transferred in 136 transactions to 28 

accounts at various West Bengaln banks Additionally, assistant branch 
and two accounts in Karnataka. Two of manager Kausalya Jerai and clerk 
Shankar's coworkers are being questioned Muniraju, two of Shankar's 
since it is suspected that he employed coworkers, have been listed as 
them improperly to commit the scam.suspects by the police in a FIR. The 

suspected fraud allegedly occurred The investigation further showed that Rs 
statements.The police claim that a female between May 13 and May 19, according to 12.5 lakh of Hari Shankar's personal funds were 
customer made a fixed deposit of Rs 1.3 crore in police sources. Shankar said during the moved to the accounts before these transactions 
her name and, using that amount as collateral, interview that he lost the money to online happened. A bank account where Rs 7 lakh was 
obtained a loan for Rs 75 lakh. The customer scammers who tricked him into using a dating improperly transferred has been frozen by 
provided the necessary paperwork, but it is app, and the police are checking his Indian Bank.

Bank Holidays: Banks to remain 
shut for 17 days; Full list here
New Delhi: According to the Reserve Bank of 

India's (RBI) calendar of holidays, banks 
will be closed a total of 17 days in the month 
of July 2022. The gazette holidays are 
observed by all banks, whether public and 
private. Additionally, banks are closed on 
Sundays and all statutory holidays. Besides 
that, the banks are closed on the second and 
fourth Saturdays of each month.

There are a number of regional festivals to be 
celebrated throughout the country in the 
month of July. As a result, according to the 
local calendar, banks in the states and Union 
Territories will be closed on holidays. Read 
More: 7th Pay Commission: 3 BIG gifts to 
govt employees in July; DA hike, 18-months 
arrear, PF interest rateBank customers are 
advised to plan ahead for work linked to 
their accounts. However, even on holidays, 
internet banking services will be accessible. 
Read More: Bank Fraud: Bengaluru banker 
arrested for diverting Rs 5.7 crore to 
girlfriend RBI has categorised bank 
holidays under three categories - Holiday 
under Negotiable Instruments Act; Holiday 
under Negotiable Instruments Act and Real-
Time Gross Settlement Holiday; and Banks' 
Closing of Accounts.

states with Opposition-ruled states interim report suggesting some correction in 
aggressively pushing for its continuation inverted duty structure and doing away of 
beyond the 5-year period which ends in June. some exemptions, while the other panel for 

deciding rates on casinos, horse racing and Major changes proposed by the officers' panel 
online gaming is likely to suggest the highest or the Fitment Committee in the tax rates are 
28 per cent slab for such activities.a uniform 5 per cent GST rate on prostheses 

(artificial limbs) and orthopaedic implants Besides rate rationalisation, the Council is 
(trauma, spine, and arthoplasty implants). likely to see Opposition-ruled states 
Besides, orthoses (splints, braces, belts and aggressively pushing for continuation of 
calipers) too have been proposed in the compensation for revenue loss. The Centre 
lowest bracket of 5 per cent. will defend its case for ending compensation 

in June, as was promised at the time of launch Currently, these goods attract tax rate of either 
of GST by citing tight revenue position.12 and 5 per cent.The committee has also 

recommended reduction in GST rate on After the 45th GST Council meeting in cent currently.
ropeway travel to 5 per cent from 18 per cent Lucknow in September last year, the Union Also, a clarification would be issued on GST 
currently with ITC, Himachal Pradesh Finance Minister had said the regime of rates on electric vehicles, to state that EVs, 
placing this request before the GST Council paying compensation to states for revenue whether fitted with battery or not, would 
in September last year.It also suggested that shortfall resulting from subsuming their New Delhi: The all-powerful GST Council at attract 5 per cent tax rate.Besides, Nicotine 
GST rate on ostomy appliances (including taxes such as VAT in the uniform national tax its meeting in Chandigarh this week is likely Polarilex Gum, which is commonly used to 
pouch or flange, stoma adhesive paste, GST will end in June 2022.to make changes in goods and services tax aid in smoking cessation in adults, attracts 18 
barrier cream, irrigator kit, sleeves, belt, However, the compensation cess, levied on (GST) rates on a handful of items and may go per cent GST, the committee has 
micro-pore tapes) should be reduced to 5 per luxury and demerit goods, will continue to be with the officers panel's recommendations to c lar i f ied .The commit tee  g ives  i t s  
cent, from 12 per cent at present.Also, tax collected till March 2026 to repay the maintain status quo in rates of over 215 items. recommendation regarding tax rates, after 
rates on sewage treated water is likely to be borrowings that were done in 2020-21 and analysing demands from stakeholders, in The 47th meeting of the GST Council, headed 
cut to 'nil'. Currently, an ambiguity in 2021-22 to compensate states for GST every meeting of the Council. This time by Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
wordings in the GST rates slab has led to two revenue loss.Goods and Services Tax (GST) around it has suggested that status quo in tax Sitharaman and comprising representatives 
orders from Authority for Advance Ruling was introduced in the country with effect rates be maintained in over 215 goods and of all states and UTs, is scheduled for June 
(AAR) stating that sewage treated water from July 1, 2017 and states were assured of services.The GST Council will also be 28-29. The Council is meeting after a gap of 
attracts 18 per cent GST rate.The Fitment compensation for the loss of any revenue presented two reports of Group of state six months.Apart from rate rationalisation, 
Committee also recommended tax rate be arising on account of implementation of GST finance ministers.the Council is expected to see a stormy 
hiked on Tetra Pak to 18 per cent, from 12 per for a period of five years.discussion around compensation payout to The GoM on rate rationalisation will give its 

Petrol, Diesel price: Did fuel 
rates increase on Sunday? 
Check prices in your city

New Delhi: On June 25, 2022, the 
price of gold in India remained 
unchanged. As of Sunday, the price 
of 24 carat gold (10 grams) in India 
is Rs 50,830, while 22 carat gold 
(10 grams) is Rs 46,560. Gold 
prices have not changed in the 
recent 24 hours.

Gold prices have fluctuated in major 
Indian metro cities over the last 24 
hours. Today's gold price in 
Chennai is Rs 52,285 for 24 carat 
(10 grams) and Rs 47,927 for 22 
carat (10 grams). Read More: 
Petrol, Diesel price today: Did fuel 
rates increase on Sunday? Check 
prices in your cityThe gold prices 
in the national capital is Rs 51,820 
for 24 carat (10 grams) and Rs 
47,500 for 22 carat (10 grams). In 

Kolkata, the price of 24 carat (10 
grams) gold is Rs 51,820, whereas 
22 carat (10 grams) gold is Rs 
47,500. In Mumbai, however, the 
price of 24 carat gold (10 grams) is 
Rs 51,760, while the price of 22 
carat gold (10 grams) is Rs 47,450. 
Read More: Garena Free Fire 
redeem codes for today, 26 June: 
Check s teps  to  redeemOn 
Saturday, 24 carat gold (10 grams) 
priced Rs 51,820 in Bhubaneswar, 
while 22 carat gold (10 grams) cost 
Rs 47,500. The price of 24 carat 
(10 grams) and 22 carat gold has 
dropped by Rs 170 in the previous 
24 hours (10 grams).

Globally, Gold edged up as the dollar 
retreated and recession fears 
buoyed its safe-haven appeal, but 
looming interest rates hikes set the 
non-yielding asset on course for a 
weekly dip.Spot gold rose 0.4% to 
$1,830.22 per ounce by 2:20 p.m. 
ET (1820 GMT), after earlier 
touching a one-week low of 
$1,816.10. U.S. 

Gold price today, Check 
gold rate in Delhi, Patna, 
Lucknow, Kolkata, Kanpur, 

Kerala and other cities

7th Pay Commission: 3 BIG gifts to govt employees in 
July; DA hike, 18-months arrear, PF interest rate

GST Council Meet: Rate Changes On Some Items 
On Cards, States' Compensation Top Agenda

Due to the pandemic, the 
Finance Ministry halted the DA 
hike from January 2020 to 
June 30, 2021. The DA hike 
was reinstated in July of  last 
year. 

only till 60
Free Term Insurance Calculator
Seniors Aged 50-80 Get This Benefit In July
PlentySavingWith the predicted 5% increase, 

DA, which is currently at 34% following a 
3% increase in January of this year, would 
rise to 39%. If this rises to 6%, it will be a 
huge boost in the face of growing inflation in 
India and around the world. On the basis of 
the base income of employees, such a raise 
would represent a rise of up to Rs 3,400 per 
month, or little more than Rs 40,000 
annually.

DA Arrears
The reports onthe settlement of 18-month-old New Delhi: Lakhs of government employees 

Dearness Allowance (DA) arrears have may see an increase in their dearness 
gathered traction once more. According to allowance (DA) next month, in July 2022. 
recent sources, the issue of payment of DA The DA is declared twice a year, in January 
arrears for the period January 2020 to June and July.It is expected that the government 
2021 may be addressed soon. Employees of may consider rising retail inflation into the 

Due to the pandemic, the Finance Ministry DA hike of 5% likely in July the Central Government should not give up DA amount for July 2022.
halted the DA hike from January 2020 to hope of receiving Rs 2 lakh in pending According to the All-India Consumer Price DA announcements are typically made in June 30, 2021. The DA hike was reinstated in arrears in a single payment. The amount of Index (AICPI) data thus far this year, central March and September of each year. July of last year. Read More: Petrol, Diesel DA arrears would be determined by the employees are set to receive a large DA boost However, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, price today: Did fuel rates increase on employees' pay band and structure.of 5%. This figure is a percentage point more there was no increase or adjustment in the Sunday? Check prices in your city than the previously predicted 4% increase. If PF InterestDA amount for one and a half years after 

Following that, DA for all Central Government the AICPI data for May continues to rise, this December 31, 2019. Read More: Gold price The EPF, Central Board of Trustees suggested 
employees was increased to 28% from 17% f i g u r e  m i g h t  r i s e  t o  6 % . b y  today, June 26: Check gold rate in Delhi, an annual rate of interest of 8.10 percent to be 
in July 2021, based on the recommendations TaboolaSponsored LinksYou May LikePatna, Lucknow, Kolkata, Kanpur, Kerala credited on EPF accumulations in members' 
of the 7th Pay Commission. Get life cover till age 85 by paying premium and other cities accounts for the fiscal year 2021-22. 

New Delhi. the price of petrol and diesel 
throughout  the  country remained 
unchanged. Since May 21, when Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
announced a cut in excise duty on petrol of 
Rs 8 per litre and diesel of Rs 6 per litre, Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs) have 
maintained gasoline prices stable.

On Sunday, petrol consumers in Delhi will pay 
Rs 96.72 per litre, down from Rs 105.41 per 
litre previously, while diesel consumers will 
pay Rs 89.62 per litre, down from Rs 96.67 
per litre previously. The retail price of petrol 
in Mumbai is Rs 111.35 per litre, while 
customers in the financial capital pay Rs 
97.28 per litre for diesel. This Sunday, the 
price of petrol in Kolkata is Rs 106.03 per 
litre, while the price of diesel in West 
Bengal's capital city is Rs 92.7 per litre. In 
Chennai, the retail price of a litre of petrol is 
Rs 102.63, while the retail price of diesel is 
Rs 94.24. Read More: TCS 2022 Internship 
Program: Check how to apply, eligibility 
details

Public sector OMCs such as Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd (IOCL), Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL), and 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd adjust the 
retail price of petrol and diesel in the country 
(BPCL). Changes in the prices of gasoline 
and diesel take effect at 6 a.m. daily. The 
modification of fuel retail prices is 
influenced by a variety of factors such as 
foreign exchange rates, international crude 
oil prices, and worldwide inflation, among 
others. The price of petrol and diesel varies 
by state due to local considerations such as 
state taxes, VAT (Value Added Tax), and 
freight expenses, among others.

The 47th meeting of  the GST 
Council, headed by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and comprising 
representatives of  all states 
and UTs, is scheduled for 
June 28-29

TCS 2022 Internship Program: Check 
how to apply, eligibility details

New Delhi: Dispelling rumours doing the 
rounds on social media that one should be 
cautious while driving on highways as those 
pretending to clean the glass of cars can 
defraud the owner by wiping on FASTag, the 
NPCI on Saturday clarified that the payment 
infrastructure does not allow person-to-
person transactions. These videos 
circulating on social media are baseless and 
false, the National Payments Council of 
India (NPCI) said in a clarification issued on 
Twitter."NETC FASTag operates only for 
person-to-merchant (P2M) transactions. No 
person-to-person (P2P) transactions are 
facilitated through NETC FASTag network. 
(ALSO READ: Deserves high valuation: 
Anand Mahindra praises Mumbai woman-
led food business) "This means an 
individual cannot receive the money in 
NETC FASTag ecosystem from fraudulent 
transactions. Only authorised system 
integrators (SI) on behalf of concessionaires 
are allowed to participate for specific plazas 
and initiate payment transactions," NPCI 
said. (ALSO READ: Bitcoin trading 
platform Bitpanda lays off 250 employees) 

NPCI further said that the infrastructure 
deployed between SI system/concessionaire 
and banks are secured by whitelisting only 
permitted IP addresses and URLs.It said the 
hardware installed at the toll plaza data 
centre/server room is cryptographically 
secured through Hardware Security Module 
(HSM).NPCI said that every merchant (toll 
and parking plazas) on-boarded by it is 
allotted a unique plaza code which is done 
only by authorised acquirer banks active on 
the NETC FASTag ecosystem.Every 
acquirer bank is provided with a unique 
acquire ID (AID). The combination of the 
plaza code and bank acquirer ID is mapped 
at the NPCI end. Geo-location of every 
merchant (plaza) has been stored at 
respective acquirer banks and NPCI," it 
stated.Thus, no transactions can be executed 
through open internet connectivity and no 
financial transactions can be initiated 
without the enlisted prerequisites, NPCI 
said.

No person-to-person 
transactions via FASTags, NPCI 
clarifies on fraud claim videos
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go. You must give an opportunity to Former India captain Dilip Vengsarkar has 
someone who is in form. He is young, keen said Umran Malik deserves to be in the 
to play and hungry for success," added the Indian squad for the T20 World Cup in 
former national chairman of selectors," he Australia, adding that it's important to give 
added.Meanwhile, World Cup-winning an opportunity to a pacer who is in form and 
former India fast bowler Roger Binny also raring to go.Umran Malik was handed a 
backed Umran Malik to play for India maiden India call-up for the T20I series 
sooner than later."There is definitely going against South Africa at home earlier this 
to be a bigger bunch of fast bowlers coming month. However, the Jammu and Kashmir 
through now. And he (Umran) should be pacer warmed the benches, without getting 
given a chance straight away because he has an opportunity in any of the 5 matches.
proved that he is quick and if you saw him Umran Malik is also part of the Hardik 
bowl some of the yorkers in the IPL that was Pandya-led Indian team which is set to play 
brute force. So you cannot keep a youngster 2 T20Is in Ireland on June 26 and 28. It will 
out for that long," Binny said.Umran faces be interesting to see if the young pacer gets 
stiff competition for a spot in the T20 World his maiden India cap in Dublin as India are 
Cup squad as India have several quality looking to test their bench strength in the 
pacers, including Bhuvnehwar Kumar, T20 World Cup year.Notably, Umran was 

"I hope so because he (Umran) is a very Avesh Khan, Harshal Patel along with all-rewarded for his consistent performances in 
exciting talent. He did well in the IPL and he format star Jasprit Bumrah. Young left-arm IPL 2022 whrein he clocked pace in excess 
deserves a chance as he looked the best pacer Arshdeep Singh, who is travelling of 150kph consistently, sending shivers 
bowler in the format. I hope he is on the with the T20I side, is also in contention down the spine of opposition batters. Umran 
plane and I am sure he will do well if given along with Deepak Chahar, who is improved his cosnistecy and control when 
an opportunity," Vengsarkar said in recovering from a hamstring injury that compared to IPL 2021 as the pacer took 22 
Mumbai."He (Umran) is young and raring to ruled him out of IPL 2022. wickets in 14 matches for SRH.

1. India already are missing their first-New Delhi The Board of Control for Cricket 
choice opener KL Rahul, who has not in India said on Sunday that Rohit Sharma 
travelled to England due to an injury tested positive for Covid-19 and has been in 
concern that also kept him out of the home isolation in the team hotel at Leicestershire 
T20I series against South Africa.even as the rest of his teammates are 

involved in the 4-day practice match against Rohit Sharma was India's top scorer during 
the local county side.Rohit Sharma tested the tour of England last year. The opener 
positive for Covid-19 in the Rapid Antigen scored 368 runs in 4 Tests at an average of 
Test conducted on Saturday, June 25. The over 50. Rohit also scored his maiden 
India captain did not take the field on Day 3 overseas Test hundred at the Oval last year. 
of the 4-day practice match at the Rohit and Rahul's heroics at the top meant 
Leicestershire County Club.Rohit is India took a 2-1 lead in the series before the 
currently under the supervision of the BCCI 5th Test, which was set to be held in 
medical team in England and it remains to Manchester in September, was postponed captain opened the innings for the visiting 
be seen if he will be fit to take the field in the due to Covid-19 concerns in the Indian team and made 25 runs before getting out to 
rescheduled 5th Test against England, camp.India's Test regulars arrived well in R o m a n  Wa l k e r,  t h e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d  
starting July 1 in Birmingham.Rohit will advance to prepare for the rescheduled 5th Leicestershire pacer who ended up with 5 
undergo an RT-PCR test to determine the Test, which will be part of the World Test wickets.Rohit not coming out to open the 
CT value, the BCCI said.”Team India Championship cycle.Notably, India off-batting for India on Day 3 of the practice 
Captain Mr Rohit Sharma has tested spinner R Ashwin had joined the team late in match helped raise a few eyebrows as the 
positive for COVID-19 following a Rapid Leicestershire as he had been in home skipper hadn't spent a lot of time in the 
Antigen Test (RAT) conducted on Saturday. isolation after testing positive for Covid-19 middle in the first innings. However, as it 
He is currently in isolation at the team hotel in Chennai. Ashwin missed the flight to turned out, Rohit was not even at the 
and is under the care of the BCCI Medical London even as the likes of Virat Kohli, Leicestershire county ground during Day 3 
Team," the BCCI said in a statement on Cheteshwar Pujara, Jasprit Bumrah and action.India will face a huge setback if Rohit 
Sunday.Rohit Sharma was part of the Ravindra Jadeja among others left from is not available for the first Test, starting July 
ongoing 4-day practice game as the India Mumbai on June 16

Rohit Sharma tests positive for Covid-19, India 
captain doubtful for Birmingham Test vs England New Delhi  Australia are scheduled to take 

on Sri Lanka in a two-match Test series 
with the hopes of maintaining their 
s t r o n g h o l d  i n  t h e  Wo r l d  Te s t  
Championships. The Pat Cummins-led 
team has already decimated England at 
home, and have been able to eke out a 

result in their favour during the historic 
tour of Pakistan.

However, playing Sri Lanka in Sri Lanka is 
different gravy. Australia will be hoping 
for their ace spinner Nathan Lyon to come 
good and trouble the opposition batters. 
SL pitches have shown the tendency to 
support turn from day one itself, and 
Cummins would hope that this time 
around, the spin department can take up 
the majority of the headache.

Ahead of the first Test match, Nathan Lyon 
delved into bowling in the subcontinent, 
and spoke about how Rangana Hearth 
changed his entire outlook while bowling 
in subcontinental Test matches."I had a 
conversation with him after the Test series 
(in 2016),” Lyon was quoted a saying by 
cricket.com.au."I said, 'What do you do 
that I don't do?' And he said, 'I know that if 
I put the ball in one spot, you blokes will 
stuff up'. Those were his exact words.

"That's a pretty simple mindset. (What) I 
took out of it was, the secret to everyone's 
success is if you can challenge their 
defence for long periods of time, you'll be 
able to create chances.Lyon’s numbers 
were substandard till 2016 in the spin 
conditions of the subcontinent but 
improved considerably after that period.

Lyon also talked about gaining knowledge 
from Muttiah Muralitharan, who he 
considered one of the greatest to have ever 
graced the game."I trained with Murali, 
batted against Murali, bowled with Murali 
for two or three hours a day," said Lyon, 
recollecting his first experience with the 
legendary off-spinner, during a week-long 
camp at Colombo’s SSC ground in 2014.

"So it was pretty remarkable spending time 
with him here in Sri Lanka, probably the 
greatest Sri Lankan cricketer to ever play 
the game, definitely the greatest (Sri 
Lankan) bowler.

World No. 77, James Duckworth of Australia, in New Delhi  Former World No. 1 Andy Murray said 
the men's singles campaign and he faces a he is feeling confident ahead of his Wimbledon 
potential 2nd-round match against 20th seed 2022 campaign after having recovered from an 
John Isner.I think I showed a couple weeks ago abdominal injury that threatened his participation 
that there was still good tennis left in me," in the grass-court Grand Slam. The Scott, ranked 
Murray said."I beat a guy in the top five, I was No. 51, is looking to make a splash at Wimbledon 
neck-and-neck with Berrettini, who is one of the where he won his titles in 2013 and 2016.
best grasscourt players in the world before the Murray had been bogged down by a persistent hip 
injury.injury that even forced him to consider retirement 

"I played well against Kyrgios, as well. The first set a couple of years ago but the 3-time Grand Slam 
was a good level. And I've been doing pretty well champion has been in a good run of form in the 
in practices. I know the tennis is in there; I just lead-up to Wimbledon 2022, Murray said his 2022 season. Murray reached the final of the 
need to bring it out during the event now."recovery from the abdominal injury has gone Stuttgart Open earlier this month and clinched his 

well.”It's gone well. I've been able to gradually first top 10 win over Stefanos Tsitsipas but the Murray spoke highly of his coach Ivan Lendl, 
progress my training this week and got to play a injury concern affected his show in the final saying the familiarity factor has been helping him 
few sets, and a lot of points. The last few days against Matteo Berrettini. do well in the ongoing season."Having Ivan 
have been good," Murray said.MURRAY (Lendl) on my team helps. We've had a lot of Murray opted out of the Queen's Club tournament, 
HOPING FOR BEST AT WIMBLEDON success in the past. We know each other well. He throwing his Wimbledon participation in doubt 

still believes in me. There are not loads of Having done well in Stuttgart Open, Murray is but the 35-year-old returned to train at SW19 
coaches, people out there that have done over this confident he can make waves at Wimbledon. The ahead of the grass-court Grand Slam, starting 
last period, and he has. That definitely helps.veteran player will open his campaign against Monday, June 27.Speaking to reporters in the 

New Delhi head  coach ,  the  Ind ian  team made his comeback during the Sri Lanka Even as the Test regulars are 
management will be keen on testing the series at home before the IPL.preparing fo r the much-anticipated 
bench strength in the absence of the rescheduled 5th Test against England in In the bowling front, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
regulars. With Hardik hinting a couple Birmingham, the focus will momentarily will be the leader of the pack after having 
of debuts for India, it will be interesting shift to Dublin when the white-ball travelled to Ireland as the vice-captain. India 
to see if the likes of Umran Malik, specialists will take on Ireland in the first of will also be tempted to try Ravi Bishnoi after 
Arshdeep Singh and Rahul Tripathi get a 2-match series on Sunday. the leg-spinner warmed the benches against 
an opportunity to play.Notably, the likes South Africa even as Yuzvendra Chahal Hardik Pandya will lead India for the first 
of Umran and Arshdeep were warming played all 5 matches.time as the Baroda all-rounder adds 
the benches as India persisted with an another chapter to his incredible comeback On the other hand, Ireland, who last played 
unchanged XI in the 5-match series story after having been bogged down by T20Is in February, will be looking to provide 
against South Africa. Tripathi, who was persistent back injuries. Hardik was the a stiff test. Andrew Balbirnie, their skipper, 
impressive in the IPL for SunRisers vice-captain of the side when India faced said Ireland will be switched on but it will be 
Hyderabad, was not picked for the home South Africa at home in 5 T20is earlier this an uphill test for the European side even 
series but he made it to the Ireland tour year as he was the deputy to Rishabh Pant, against this Indian side, which does not 
after receiving his maiden India call-up.who has flown to England to join the Test many of its big names.

C A N  S U R YA  I M P R E S S  O N  team. Notably, Ireland have never won a T20I 
COMEBACK?Hardik Pandya will look to impress in his against India. The two teams have met as 

Meanwhile, the focus will also be on maiden stint as India captain as the many as 3 times, including twice in the 2018 
Suryakumar Yadav, who returns to the assembly line of potential successors to tour. Under Virat Kohli, India posted in 
side for the first time after an injury in Rohit Sharma is only growing with every excess of 200 in both the matches, winning 

was impressive in IPL as he made all the IPL 2022. The Mumbai Indians star had series. Hardik, who led Gujarat Titans to by margins of 76 and 143 runs.Hardik 
right moves as the skipper of the newbie been a mainstay in the batting unit and with Indian Premier League title in 2022, has Pandya (c), Bhuvneshwar Kumar (vc), 
franchise."I have got an opportunity to lead Shreyas Iyer struggling for consistency, it's certainly risen the ladder quickly. All eyes Ru tu ra j  Ga ikwad ,  I shan  Kishan ,  
India. It's in itself a big thing. I don't play the an opportunity for Suryakumar to cement his will be on Hardik as the star all-rounder will Suryakumar Yadav, Sanju Samson, Rahul 
sport to show anyone anything, if I am good place.It will be interesting to see if India look to stamp his authority as captain.Hardik Tripathi, Deepak Hooda, Venkatesh Iyer, 
enough. I was always the same," Hardik said hand an opportunity to Sanju Samson, showed time and again in the IPL 2022 Axar Patel, Dinesh Karthik (wk), Avesh 
on the eve of the 1st T20i. especially after how Rohit Sharma picked campaign that he loves responsibility and Khan, Harshal Patel, Umran Malik, 

INDIA TO TEST BENCH STRENGTH him as a favourite to be in the India squad for thrives under pressure. As batting great Sunil Arshdeep Singh, Yuzvendra Chahal, Ravi 
With VVS Laxman joining the team as the the T20 World Cup in Australia, when he Gavaskar pointed out Hardik's shot selection Bishnoi.

There’s still good tennis left in me: Andy Murray 
upbeat ahead of  Wimbledon 2022 campaign

Birmingham India skipper Rohit Sharma has 
tested positive for COVID-19 in a Rapid 
Antigen Test (RAT) and placed in isolation 
ahead of 'fifth' Test against England, the 
BCCI said on Sunday.The Test match is 
scheduled to begin from July 1 in 
Birmingham and if Rohit remains in six-day 
isolation, either pacer Jasprit Bumrah or 
wicket-keeper batter Rishabh Pant could be 
asked to lead the team.

"Team India captain Mr Rohit Sharma has 
tested positive for COVID-19 following a 
Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) conducted on 
Saturday," BCCI Secretary Jay Shah said in 
a media release.”He is currently in isolation 
at the team hotel and is under the care of the 
BCCI Medical Team. An RT-PCR test will 
be conducted on Sunday to ascertain his CT 
value," the release added.Rohit had batted 
on first day of the ongoing warm-up game 
against Leicestershire but didn't take field on 
the second day. He did not bat in the second 
Indian innings.The 35-year-old Indian 
skipper is expected to open the innings 
alongside Shubman Gill in the Test match 
and his participation would now depend on 
result of his RT-PCR test and recovery.Off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin had also 
joined the squad in England late since he had 
also tested positive for COVID-19 before 
the team left for the UK tour.The matches are 
not played under a bio-bubble in the UK 
now. India too hosted South Africa recently 
without a bio-bubble.

2-time champion 

Andy Murray has 

recovered in time 

from an abdominal 

injury as he prepares 

to make an impact at 

Wimbledon, starting 

June 27. The World 

No. 51 will open his 

campaign against 

James Duckworth of 

Australia.

Ireland vs India: Focus on captain Hardik Pandya as India 
to test bench strength in T20 World Cup year

Umran Malik should be in India’s T20 World Cup 
squad, he is raring to go: Dilip Vengsarkar

'New Delhi Mumbai batsman Sarfaraz Khan 
capped off his stellar Ranji Trophy with a 
fighting century in the first innings of the 
final game, and a quickfire 45 in the second 
innings, when Mumbai were looking for runs 
in a rapid manner.Sarfaraz, who has 
conistently done well in the past two seasons 
of the Ranji Trophy has opened up the 
selection debate once again for the Indian 
Test side. With Ajinkya Rahane benched and 
Cheteshwar Pujara on his final legs, India are 
in need of a middle order batsman. Sarfaraz 
Khan fits in the role, and according to the 
need, has the flexibility to hold or score rapid 
runs in red-ball cricket.

Speaking about the same, former India 
batsman Sanjay Manjrekar has stated that the 
right hander from Mumbai might be of Test 
potential."Because of the way he bats, you 
sort of wonder whether he's a Test potential 
kind of a player. But the amount of runs he's 
got in the last two seasons - and he doesn't get 
103, 104, he gets big scores and it comes very 
quickly as well at a great strike rate," 
Manjrekar said during a press conference 
organised by the Sony Sports Network.

"So even if you don't have a spot readily 
available - you want to try out the incumbents 
first, because Shreyas Iyer has grabbed the 
opportunity as a Test batter by getting runs - 
there is absolutely no harm in getting 
Sarfaraz Khan in closer to the Indian Test 
squad," Manjrekar said.Manjrekar further 
argued that it was time for BCCI to show 
some care about Ranji Trophy and a selection 
might encourage players to put more weight 
on the tournament.Because when someone 
performs this heavily at the Ranji Trophy 
level, it's also to a message that we care about 
Ranji Trophy. We care about our First Class 
cricket .  And when you recognise 
performances of your Ranji Trophy cricket 
and reward the players with recognition at 
the Test level, then you also elevate the 
importance of Ranji Trophy level," he 
explained.

"He is very deserving of coming close to a Test 
squad selection even if not in the playing XI," 
Manjrekar concluded.

Very deserving of coming close to a 
Test squad: Sanjay Manjrekar 
backs Sarfaraz Khan after prolific 
form

DAMBULLA (Sri Lanka): Indian women's 
team captain Harmanpreet Kaur on Saturday 
overtook former skipper Mithali Raj to 
become India's leading T20I run-scorer.

Harmanpreet achieved this feat during the 
second T20I against Sri Lanka in which she 
remained unbeaten on 31. She now has 2,372 
runs in 123 matches at an average of 26.65, 

w i t h  o n e  c e n t u r y  a n d  s i x  h a l f -
centuries.Mithali had scored 2,364 runs in 89 
T20Is at an average of 37.52 with 17 half-
centuries.

Harmanpreet played a captain's knock and her 
31 runs helped India in a five-wicket victory 
in the second T20I of the three-match series 
against Sri Lanka at the Rangiri Dambulla 
International Stadium on Saturday.

With this win, India clinched the series 2-0.
Chasing 126, Smriti Mandhana (39) and 

Shafali Verma (17) took India off to a flying 
start with a 30-run partnership. From there 
on, India didn't look back and clinched a five-
wicket victory with five balls remaining.

India skipper Rohit Sharma tests 

positive for Covid-19: BCCI

SL vs AUS | Nathan Lyon reveals details 

about chat with Rangana Hearth that 

changed his career at subcontinent

ZIndia tour of England: Rohit 
Sharma tested positive for 
Covid-19 in a Rapid Antigen 
Test conducted on Saturday. 
The India skipper is in 
isolation at the team hotel in 
Leicestershire.

Harmanpreet Kaur overtakes 
Mithali Raj as India's leading 
run-scorer in women's T20Is

New Delhi, Monday, 27 June, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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