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Uddhav Thackeray resigns as Maharashtra Chief Minister
after Supreme Court refuses to stay floor test tomorrow

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, June 29: Uddhav Thackeray
today resigned from the post of
Maharashtra Chief Minister after the
Supreme Court refused to stay Thursday’s
floor test for the Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment in the Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly. Addressing people moments
after the SC decision, Thackeray said he
was happy that in his “last Cabinet meeting”
he was able to fulfil the dream of Sena
founder Balsaheb Thackeray of renaming
Aurangabad and Osmanabad. Thanking
coalition partners Sharad Pawar and Sonia
Gandhi, he took on rebels led by Eknath
Shinde asking their reasons for the anger
against him. “Be happy that you have
brought down the son of Balasaheb
Thackeray. You have broken the heart of his
party. Last week I left the official residence
of Chief Minister, today I am resigning,” he
said even before the trust vote on the floor
of the House.      “I am also resigning from
the Maharashtra council, I am back to work-
ing for and with my people,” he said after
the two-bench vacation bench of Justices
Surya Kant and JB Pardiwala passed the
order on the plea of Shiv Sena chief whip

Sunil Prabhu, challenging the direction of
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshiyari While the rebels led by Eknath
Shinde sought an immediate floor test, the
Thackeray side wanted it to be postponed

by one week given that the issue regarding
the disqualification of 16 Sena rebels was
still pending. With the end to the nine-day

long Maharashtra political stand-off veering
in the favour of the rebels and opposition
BJP, the Maharashtra Cabinet headed by
Thackeray today approved the renaming of
Aurangabad to Sambhaji Nagar and adjoin-

ing Osmanabad to Dharashiv. The long-
pending move by the Shiv Sena-led MVA
was seen as an apparent bid by the belea-

guered Thackeray to underline his party’s
‘Hindutva’ lineage that has been challenged
by Shinde and opposition BJP. In its last
meeting, the Cabinet also approved naming
Navi Mumbai Airport as DY Patil
International Airport. The decisions were
taken even while the Supreme Court was
hearing Prabhu’s plea against the direction
of the Maharashtra Governor for a floor test
in the Assembly on Thursday. Significantly,
Thackeray also thanked ministers and
bureaucrats for their cooperation during the
past two-and–a- half years, saying that his
own people have brought upon the situation
on him. Leader of Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis is now expected to take charge as
Maharashtra Chief Minister. Shinde, who
had been camping in Guwahati since last
week with a majority of party legislators and
several independent MLAs, today reached
Goa. Appearing for Shinde in the Supreme
Court, senior advocate Neeraj Kishan Kaul
had argued that floor test can never be
delayed and that it was the “only way to
determine political accountability and avoid
horse trading.” He also said that proceed-
ings of disqualification pending “are no
grounds to delay the floor test”.

Kejriwal Government to procure 1,950
new modern & comfortable buses soon

Nashir Husain

NEW DELHI:29TH JUNE: The
Kejriwal Government is set to procure
1,950 new modern & comfortable buses
soon. The Delhi Cabinet under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Shri
Arvind Kejriwal gaves its nod
to the project today. The new
buses will start coming from
August-September 2022; by
September 2023 all the buses
including 1,500 electric and
450 CNG AC buses will be
inducted to the fleet. Chief
Minister Shri Arvind Kejriwal
said,“Earlier the biggest prob-
lem in Delhi was lack of buses
as buses were not procured for
many years. Presently there
are more than 7,200 buses in
the public bus fleet of Delhi,
this is the highest ever number of buses
in Delhi. Delhi needs about 11 to 12 thou-
sand buses, we will achieve this target by
December 2024. Delhi Government will

soon issue tenders to buy 4,880 more
buses; by December 2024, 11,910 buses
will be running on Delhi roads. Delhi's
transport sector will developed as per
international standards by integrating all
modes of transport.”  Transport Minister

Shri Kailash Gahlot tweeted, “Huge con-
grats to Delhi! Delhi Cabinet has given
its nod for 1950 Low Floor AC state-of-
the-art buses. Delhi's bus fleet is growing
more than ever & in less than 2 years

we'll have highest electric bus fleet ever.”
Arvind Kejriwal chaired a crucial meet-
ing of the Delhi Cabinet at the Delhi
Secretariat today. During this meeting, it
was decided to procure 1,950 modern
buses for Delhi's public transport fleet.

This includes 1,500 electric buses
and 450 CNG AC buses. Chief
Minister Shri Arvind Kejriwal
said, “After making significant
advancements in public health-
care and education, the Delhi
Government is now placing a
high priority on transportation in
order to give citizens of the city
modern, pleasant transportation
options. The major issue in Delhi
was the lack of new bus purchas-
es over a long period. A large-
scale procurement of the buses
has begun in the last few years is

evidence that we have repaired this sys-
tem. With the comfort of people and
Delhi's weather in mind, we are concen-
trating on buying air-conditioned electric
buses.

Rajasthan govt taking tailor murder case
very seriously, says CM Ashok Gehlot

Sanjay Kumar

Jaipur, June 29: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on Wednesday
said his government had taken a seri-
ous view of the gruesome murder of a
tailor in Udaipur, asserting that such
incidents could not take place without
the involvement of radical elements at
national and international levels.
MHA hands over Udaipur murder
probe to NIA; FIR registered under
UAPA Curfew continues in some
areas of Udaipur after Tuesday's mur-
der Kanhaiya Lal, the tailor, was on
Tuesday murdered by two men who
had posted videos online that said
they were avenging an insult to Islam.
The incident triggered stray cases of
violence in Udaipur and curfew was
clamped in seven police station areas
of the city. Mobile Internet services were
suspended across all 33 districts of
Rajasthan. "We are taking the incident

very seriously. This is not an ordinary
issue and it cannot happen until there is a
link with radical elements at the national

and international levels. This is what
experience says," Gehlot told reporters
in Jodhpur before leaving for Jaipur to

chair a law-and-order review meeting.
Terming it as a gruesome incident, the
chief minister said the murder of the tai-

lor is highly condemnable. He
said the SIT had started its
work and the government
would share its feedback after a
law-and-order review meeting.
Rajasthan Police had
announced a special investiga-
tion team (SIT) soon after the
arrest of the two men, identified
as Riaz Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad, in connection with
the murder. In a video clip,
Akhtari declared that they had
“beheaded” the man, and went
on to threaten Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Indirectly, the
assailants also referred to

Nupur Sharma, the BJP leader suspend-
ed from the party over a remark on
Prophet Mohammad.

Rebel Shiv Sena MLAs leave
Guwahati hotel for airport
Guwahati, June 29: Maharashtra MLAs, led by dissi-

dent Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde, checked out of
the hotel in Guwahati and left for the airport on
Wednesday evening. After delaying their departure by
around two hours, the dissident MLAs decided to leave
for Goa, from where they will go to Mumbai for the floor
test on Thursday, sources said. The travel schedule is
also dependent on the Supreme Court proceedings that
were underway, they said. The MLAs, their associates
and some family members left the Radisson Blu hotel in
three air-conditioned buses of the Assam State
Transport Corporation. The three buses were heading

to the airport, around 15 km away, under a heavy secu-
rity cover. Several escort vehicles were accompanying
the buses. Hundreds of policemen were deployed at the
Guwahati airport since the morning, officials said. A
chartered flight has already reached the airport to take
the legislators to Goa, they said. The MLAs had earlier
planned to leave Guwahati around 3 pm. In what seems
to be an apparent bid to topple the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government in Maharashtra, dissident legisla-
tors of Shiv Sena along with some Independent MLAs
were camping in Guwahati, around 2,700 km away from
Mumbai, since June 22.
An increase of 2,902 cases has

been recorded in the active
caseload in a span of 24 hours

New Delhi, June 29: With 14,506 new covid infec-
tions in the past 24 hours, India’s total tally of such
cases rose to 4,34,33, 345, and that of the active cases
to 99,602, according to the Union Health Ministry data
updated on Wednesday. India recorded 30 deaths due
to the coronavirus, and with it the death toll has
climbed to 5,25,077, the data updated at 8am said.
Active cases comprised 0.23 per cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national covid recovery rate was
recorded at 98.56 per cent, the health ministry said. An
increase of 2,902 cases has been recorded in the active
caseload in a span of 24 hours. The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 3.35 per cent, almost equal to the
weekly positivity rate, which was recorded at 3.36 per
cent, according to the health ministry. The number of
people who have recuperated from the disease rose to
4,28,08,666, while the overall fatality rate was recorded
at 1.21 per cent. According to the ministry, 197.46
crore doses of covid vaccine have been administered in
the country so far under the nationwide vaccination
drive. Among the 30 new fatalities, 12 were from
Kerala, five from Maharashtra, four from Delhi, three
from Goa, two from Bihar, and one each from
Karnataka, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

KK Venugopal agrees to
continue as Attorney-

General for 3 more months
New Delhi, June 29: Senior advocate KK

Venugopal has agreed to continue as the Attorney-
General for India for three more months following a
request by the central government, government
sources said on Wednesday. Venugopal, sources said,
was not willing to continue in the constitutional post
due to "personal reasons". But following a request by
the central government, he has agreed to continue as
the top law officer of the Centre for three more
months. Venugopal, 91, was appointed by the
President as Attorney General of India in July 2017. He
was subsequently reappointed to the post. He had
replaced Mukul Rohatgi. An eminent advocate of the
Supreme Court, Venugopal has appeared in a large
number of cases involving important issues of constitu-
tional and corporate law. He was an additional solicitor
general of India between 1979 and 1980. He has been
awarded Padma Bhushan in 2002 and Padma
Vibhushan in 2015.

Government to enforce strict
ban on identified Single Use

Plastic items from July 1
New Delhi, June 29: India will ban the manufac-

ture, import, stocking, distribution, sale, and use of
identified single-use plastic items with low utility
and high littering potentialall across the country
from July 1. States and Union Territories have been
asked to set up border checkpoints to stop inter-
state movement of any banned single use plastic
items. For effective enforcement of ban on identi-
fied SUP items, national and state level control
rooms will be set up and special enforcement teams
will be formed for checking illegal manufacture,
import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of
banned single use plastic items, according to
Environment Ministry officials. Capacity building
workshops are being organised for MSME units to
provide them technical assistance for manufactur-
ing of alternatives to banned single use plastic
items with the involvement of CPCB/SPCBs/PCCs
along with Ministry of Small Micro and Medium
Enterprises and Central Institute of Petrochemicals
Engineering (CIPET) and their state centres, they
added. Provisions have also been made to support
such enterprises in transitioning away from banned
single use plastics. “India has also taken steps to
promote innovation and provide an ecosystem for
accelerated penetration and availability of alterna-
tives all across the country. The success of the ban
will only be possible through effective engagement
and concerted actions by all stakeholders and
enthusiastic public participation,” they said.

MHA hands over Udaipur murder
probe to NIA; FIR registered under UAPA

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, June 29: The Union
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
handed over the probe into the ghastly
beheading of a man in Udaipur to the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) and
asked it to thoroughly investigate the
involvement of any terror outfit and inter-
national links. Rajasthan govt taking tailor
murder case very seriously, says CM
Ashok Gehlot Curfew continues in some
areas of Udaipur after Tuesday's murder
The office of the Home Minister (HMO)
in a tweet said, “The MHA has directed
the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
to take over the investigation of the brutal
murder of Shri Kanhaiya Lal Teli commit-
ted at Udaipur, Rajasthan yesterday.” It
further asserted that the involvement of
“any organisation and international links
will be thoroughly investigated”. Officials
said soon after the direction received
from the MHA, the NIA has registered a
case under stringent provisions of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and launched a formal investiga-

tion. On Tuesday evening, the MHA had
rushed an NIA team led by a Deputy

Inspector General (DIG)-rank officer to
Udaipur to undertake initial probe to
ascertain involvement of any terror
group, as the manner in which the grue-

some crime was committed indicated an
ISIS imprint, the officials said.     The

gruesome crime was committed in
Udaipur’s Maldas area and after the inci-
dent the two accused posted a video on
social media boasting about their act of

beheading a man, and also threatened
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Rajasthan Police arrested the two
accused within hours of the incident.
Preliminary investigation into the grue-
some killing of a tailor in Udaipur
revealed that one of the two prime
accused had links with the Pakistan-
based Dawat-e-Islami organisation and
had visited Karachi in 2014, the Rajasthan
Police chief said on Wednesday. The
police have detained three more people in
connection with the killing so far,
Director General of Police (DGP) M L
Lather said at a press conference here.
Two men, identified as Riaz Akhtari and
Ghouse Mohammad, hacked Kanhaiya
Lal to death with a cleaver at his shop in
Udaipur on Tuesday and posted videos
online saying they are avenging an insult
to Islam. The duo were taken into cus-
tody on Tuesday and booked under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and
the IPC, the police chief said. “One of the
accused, Ghouse Mohammad, has links
with the Karachi-based Ismalist organisa-
tion Dawat-e-Islami.

Shocking! Stray dog mauls
newborn to death after

picking it up from a private
hospital's ward in Panipat
Panipat, June 28: In a shocking incident,

a stray dog killed a 2-day-old infant, after
picking it up from a private hospital’s ward
in the wee hours on Tuesday. The infant was
sleeping along with grandmother in the
ward. The family members found the muti-
lated body of the infant from outside the hos-
pital when the stray dog was hacking the
infant. The incident was captured in the
CCTV cameras installed in the hospital, in
which the stray dog was seen moving with a
child in its mouth. Following the incident,
Sector 13/17 police reached the hospital and
sent the body of the infant to the mortuary
for postmortem examination. The incident
happened in a private hospital ‘Heart and
Mother Care Hospital’ here at around 2 am
as the dog was seen moving with a child in
his mouth at around 2 am. As per informa-
tion, Shabnam, wife of Aas Mohammad of
Furgan village of Kairana in Shamli district
of Uttar Pradesh admitted his wife to the
hospital for delivery on June 25. Shabnam
delivered a male child on the same night.
She has been admitted to a general ward on
the first floor of the hospital.

Curd, paneer, other pre-packed &
labelled food items to attract GST

Chandigarh, June 29: Pre-packed and
labelled food items like meat, fish, curd,
paneer and honey will now attract 5 per cent
GST, a tax that will also be levied on the fee
that banks charge for the issue of cheques.
Earlier, unbranded food products were
exempted from GST. This after the GST
Council accepted most of the recommenda-
tions of a group of ministers (GoM) from
states on withdrawing exemptions with a view
to rationalising the levy, officials said. The
panel headed by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and comprising represen-
tatives of all states and UTs, on the first day of
the two-day meeting accepted the GoM's rec-
ommendation for reviewing the exemption
from GST that packed and labelled food items
currently get. So pre-packed and labelled meat
(except frozen), fish, curd, paneer, honey,
dried leguminous vegetables, dried makhana,
wheat and other cereals, wheat or meslin flour,
jaggery, puffed rice (muri), all goods and
organic manure and coir pith compost will not
be exempted from GST and will now attract 5%
tax. Similarly, an 18% GST will be levied on fee
charged by banks for the issue of cheques
(loose or in book form).
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Mumbai: Over a month after Indrani Mukerjea, accused
in the Sheena Bora murder case of 2015, was granted bail,
she has managed to find a friend
to stand as a surety but the formal-
ities will take some more time.
Indrani’s lawyer, Sana Raees
Khan, sought some more time
from the special CBI court to fur-
nish the surety. Khan told the
court that Indrani’s friend, Dr
Vandana, who is a doctor from
Mumbai, will be standing as a
surety for her and she had already
filed her documents in the
Tehsildar office for the process to
be initiated. Khan added that it will
take 21 working days to procure a
solvency certificate from the Tehsildar office which will then
be furnished in court. It was on May 18 that Mukerjea was

granted bail by the Supreme Court. Since the special CBI
court was on leave, on May 18, the incharge court fixed the

conditions for the release of the
accused on bail. As per the con-
ditions imposed on Mukerjea,
she was directed to be released
on furnishing a Personal Bond of
Rs 2 lakh with one or more local
solvent surety/sureties. In the
same order, it was directed that
as furnishing solvent surety in
the sum as directed may take
some time, Mukerjea was provi-
sionally released on furnishing
cash bail amount of Rs 2 lakh
and a time of two weeks from
May 19 was fixed to comply with

the conditions. However, earlier this month, Mukerjea
approached the court again stating that owing to her long

incarceration in prison and as her mobile was seized by
investigators, she had no contacts to get in touch with peo-
ple and look for a person who would stand for surety for her.
Investigating agency CBI, which had opposed any time
being given to Mukerjea last time around, opposed again.
However, the special judge, SP Naik Nimbalkar, granted
Indrani six more weeks to furnish the relevant documents.
Mukerjea was accused of killing her own daughter Sheena
Bora in 2012 and disposing of her body in the jungles of
Raigad near Pen. Sheena Bora was Indrani Mukerjea's
daughter from the latter's first marriage with Siddharth Das.
Indrani Mukerjea's then husband, Peter Mukerjea, knew of
the conspiracy, but the murder was discovered three years
later. From 2015, Indrani Mukerjea was lodged at the
Byculla prison, which is meant for women under trial. After
her arrest in the case, she was
questioned by the Mumbai
Police and later the case was
transferred to the CBI.

Sheena Bora murder case: Indrani Mukerjea
finds friend to stand as surety for her

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, GANGOTRI wife of shri RAM
SARAN SINGH, residing at
House No.143, Block-14,
Dakshinpuri Extn., Dr. Ambedkar
Nagar, South Delhi, Delhi-
110062, do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare that I  have
embraced ISLAM and renounced
HINDUISM with effect from
05/04/2019 and also I have
changed my name to SANA for
all purposes. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, Prem Narayan S/O Radhey
Shyam Gupta  residing at WZ-
30A, CHAUKHANDI VIL-
LAGE, TILAK NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110018 have changed
my name to PREM NARAYAN
GUPTA for all future purpose.  

NAME CHANGE
I, GURSHEEN KAUR RANA
D/O PARAMJEET KAUR
RANA residing at PLOT NO-
4, ABCHAL NAGAR SANT
KABIR SCHOOL, NILOTHI
EXTN, DELHI-110041 have
changed my name to GUR-
SHEEN KAUR for all future
purpose.   

NAME CHANGE
I, MANU DEVI W/o  NO-
10136312N HAV SATYAWAN,
R/o VPO-DUBALDHAN, TEH-
BERI, DISTT-JHAJJAR
(HARYANA)-124202 have
changed my name from
MANU DEVI to MANU for all
future purposes vide Affidavit
Dated 29/06/2022 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.  

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohsin Khan s/o Chaudhary
Wali Mohammad R/o B-42/1,
First Floor, Johri Farm, Noor
Nagar extn., Jamia Nagar,
Delhi-110025, have changed
my name to Mohsin Wali Khan
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Wali Mohammad Chaudhary
s/o Abdul Majeed Khan R/o B-
42/1, First floor, Johri Farm,
Noor Nagar extn., Jamia
Nagar, Delhi-110025, have
changed my name to
Chaudhary Wali Mohammad
for all future purposes  

NAME CHANGE
I, REENA KV M/o NO-
14686380Y HAV JIDIN D R/o
HOUSE-NADEMMAL, VILL-
CHORODE, PO-MUTTUN-
GAL, TEH-VADAKARA, DIST-
KOZHIKODE, KERALA-
673106, have changed my
name from REENA KV to
REENA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUBHASH CHANDER S/O
MOOL RAJ HANDA residing
at N-102-C, GALI NO-2
NARAYAN NAGAR, LAXMI
NAGAR, DELHI 110092 have
changed my name to SUB-
HASH HANDA for all future
purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that MY
CLIENT SH. ANITA MOHAN
W/O LATE CHANDER
MOHAN R/O F-119, BLOCK-
F, SECTOR-44, NOIDA, GAU-
TAM BUDH NAGAR, UP-
201301  is owner of Property
No. F-119, BLOCK-F, SEC-
TOR-44, NOIDA, GAUTAM
BUDH NAGAR, UP-201301
vide Transfer deed dt.
5/9/2019 Reg. No.5572 is reg-
istered on Sub-Registrar 1,
Gautam Budh Nagar,  My
Client Mrs Anita Mohan want
to sell this property, Any per-
son(s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection
may write/contact within 7
days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice with the
undersigned or my client at
above Address/Phone No.
9899199204.              

Sachin Yadav
(Legal Advisor),

Contact No. 9158004910

NAME CHANGE
I, ISHA GANDHI W/O
ANKUSH PRUTHI R/O
173C/23, DLF COLONY,
ROHTAK, HARYANA-124001
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
FROM ISHA GANDHI TO
ISHA FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE.

PUBLIC NOTICE
THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENER-
AL PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT OUR
CLIENT'S CUSTOMER MR. ANNA
GANDHI SINGH IS INTENDING TO
PURCHASE  PROPERTY NO. 324
AND NEW NO. 324/7A, MEASUR-
ING 50 SQ. YARDS., SITUATED IN
THE OLD LAL DORA OF 1908-1909
OF VILLAGE HASTSAL, UTTAM
NAGAR, NEW DELHI  FROM MRS.
SHUNTY GANDHI WHO IS THE
ABSOLUTE OWNER OF THE
ABOVE SAID PROPERTY VIDE
SALE DEED DATED 07.12.2012 AS
DOC NO. 28742. 

HOWEVER, ORIGINAL ORIGINAL
GPA, ATS & WILL DATED
07.12.2012 EXECUTED BY MRS.
SOMWATI DEVI W/O MR. VIREN-
DER GUPTA IN FAVOUR OF MRS.
SHUNTY GANDHI W/O MR. VIKAS
GANDHI HAS BEEN LOST AT VIL-
LAGE HASTSAL, UTTAM NAGAR,
NEW DELHI . IF ANY FIND THE
ABOVE SAID ORIGINAL DOCU-
MENTS, RETURN BACK THE
SAME TO THE SAID PROPERTY IS
BEING MORTGAGE WITH M/S
AAVAS FINANCIERS LIMITED
"(FORMERLY KNOWN AS AU
HOUSING FINANCE LTD.) AT 2ND
FLOOR ,E-49/12 E BLOCK OKHLA
INDUSTRIAL AREA PHASE 2 NEW
DELHI 110020

HENCE THIS NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT ANY PERSON,
BANK/S OR FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TION/S, OR ANY PARTY/IES, HAV-
ING ANY CLAIM, CHARGE, INTER-
EST, TITLE, DEMAND, RIGHTS, OF
WHATSOEVER NATURE IN
RESPECT OF OR AGAINST THE
SAID PROPERTY BY WAY OF
INHERITANCE, SHARE, TRANS-
FER,  MORTGAGE, POSSESSION,
HOWSOEVER NATURE, ARE
HEREBY REQUIRED TO MAKE
THE SAME KNOWN IN WRITING
WITH DOCUMENTARY SUPPORT
TO THE UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 7
DAYS FROM THE DATE OF PUBLI-
CATION, FAILING WHICH THE
SAID CLAIM OF SUCH PERSON/S,
IF ANY WILL BE CONSIDERED AS
WAIVED AND SETTLED.

MR. SAMIR KUMAR /

LALIT KUMAR 

(ADVOCATE) 

M/S. EXCEL LAW GROUP

OFFICE ATADDRESS: 87-D, ON

3RD FLOOR, POCKET-2, SEC-

TOR-6, DWARKA, 

NEW  DELHI

MBL 8130395390/91

Kejriwal Government to procure 1,950
new modern & comfortable buses soon

Contd....Front page
I'm pleased to share that we approved the purchase of 1950 buses during today's cabinet

meeting." He added, "The procurement for these buses will end in September of the follow-
ing year, although deliveries will begin in August of the current year. In addition to this pur-
chase, we already have 7,200 buses, which are the highest ever in Delhi's history.
Additionally, 4,800 bus tenders will be released soon, as some of the buses will need to be
replaced because they will no longer
be functional in a few years.
According to our calculations,
Delhi's roads will be served by
11,910 buses by the end of 2024. This
meets the needs of Delhi residents,
and we will reach the goal in the fol-
lowing 2.5 years."   He continued,
"Our current goal is to modernise
the entire transportation network in
accordance with international stan-
dards. We need to combine and mod-
ernise our various modes of trans-
portation, which include the metro
and taxis. The transportation indus-
try will now be the centre of our
attention."

The Sikh Times
(National Daily English Newspaper)
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Trump wanted to join Jan 6 Capitol riot, aide 
spills the beans on former US President

official who was Trump's deputy chief testimony," multiple media reported. Washington Donald Trump tried to 
of staff for operations.The New York T h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  d i d  n o t  grab the steering wheel of his 
Times and NBC, citing sources in the immediately respond to a request for presidential limousine on Jan. 6, 2021, 
Secret Service, said the head of comment from Reuters.Hutchinson's when his security detail declined to 
Trump's security detail, Robert Engel, lawyer Jody Hunt wrote on Twitter that take him to the U.S. Capitol where his 
and the limousine driver were she had "testified, under oath, and supporters were rioting, a former aide 
prepared to testify under oath that recounted what she was told. Those testified on Tuesday.The then-
Trump never lunged for the steering with knowledge of the episode also president dismissed concerns that 
wheel. Engel was in the room when should testify under oath."Dozens of some supporters gathered for his fiery 
Ornato relayed the story, Hutchinson courts, election officials and reviews speech outside the White House that 
said.Citing her conversation with by Trump's own administration wheel of the heavily armored day carried AR-15-style rifles, instead 
Ornato, Hutchinson testified that rejected his fraud claims, including presidential vehicle and lunged in of asking security to stop screening 
Trump struggled with Secret Service outlandish stories about an Italian a n g e r  a t  a  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  attendees with metal-detecting 
agents who insisted he return to the security firm and the late Venezuelan official.Trump, a Republican, denied magnetometers so the crowd would 
White House rather than join President Hugo Chavez's tampering her account of his actions."Her fake look larger, the aide testified."Take the 
supporters storming the Capitol where with U.S. ballots.Four people died the story that I tried to grab the steering effing mags away; they're not here to 
Congress was meeting to certify day of the attack, one fatally shot by wheel of the White House Limousine hurt me," Cassidy Hutchinson, who 
Democrat Joe Biden's victory over him police and the others of natural causes. in order to steer it to the Capitol was a top aide to Trump's then-White 
in the presidential election.Trump's More than 100 police officers were Building is 'sick' and fraudulent," House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, 
supporters were roused by his false injured, and one died the next day. Four Trump wrote on Truth Social, his quoted Trump as saying that morning.
claims that his 2020 election defeat officers later died by suicide.At the end social media app.In a statement, the Hutchinson, in testimony on the sixth 
was the result of fraud"'I'm the effing of about two hours of testimony, Secret Service said it was cooperating day of House of Representatives 
president. Take me up to the Capitol Representative Liz Cheney, one of two with the House committee and would hearings into the deadly Jan. 6 Capitol 
now,'" Hutchinson quoted an enraged Republicans on the nine-member respond "on the record to the assault by Trump's followers, said the 
Trump as saying. She said Trump tried House panel, presented possible committee regarding the new conversation was relayed to her by 
from the back seat to grab the steering evidence of witness tampering and .allegations surfaced in today’s Tony Ornato, a senior Secret Service 

Turkey agrees to lift objections to Sweden, Finland joining NATO

Barentsburg, Norway: Russian flags flap in the stiff 
polar breeze, a bust of Lenin looms out of the snow and 
a vast slogan declares, "Communism is our goal!"
No, this is not some time warp Soviet settlement lost in 
the Arctic wastes, but a corner of Norway where 
Moscow can -- theoretically at least -- mine, build, drill 
and fish what it likes.Welcome to Spitsbergen, the 
largest island of the Svalbard archipelago and "NATO's 
Achilles heel in the Arctic".These spectacular islands of 
glaciers and mountain peaks halfway between Norway 
and the North Pole are a strategic and economic 
bridgehead not just for Moscow but also for Beijing.
All because of one of the most bizarre and little-
understood international treaties ever concluded, which 
gives Norway sovereignty but allows the citizens of 46 
countries to exploit the islands' potentially vast 
resources on an equal footing.Which is why 370 
Russians and Ukrainian miners from the Donbass work 
in Barentsburg, a cut-off corner of Spitsbergen where 
the Soviets dug coal for decades and where it is pitch 
dark for nearly three months of the year."Spitsbergen 
has been covered with Russian sweat and blood for 
centuries," Moscow's consul Sergey Gushchin 
said."I'm not arguing that it's not Norwegian territory 
but it's part of Russian history," he added.He makes no 
attempt to hide that some Ukrainians have left since the 
Russian invasion in February.Moscow has long wanted 
a bigger say in the archipelago which has been a haunt 
of its hunters, whalers, fishermen since the 16th 
century.It also insists on calling the islands by the 
original Spitsbergen rather than the Norwegian 
Svalbard, the official name since shortly after the treaty 
handing them to Norway was signed in 1920 while 
Russia was otherwise engaged with the civil war 
between Reds and Whites.

Japanese company invents ‘flood-resistant’ floating homes
for earthquakes, but it also experiences heavy World A Japanese housing development 
flooding caused by torrential rains and typhoons, company, ‘Ichijo Komuten’, has invented a 
which leads to destruction and loss of lives.On the floating house which the company claims 
other hand, Assam has also witnessed one of the will help to solve the problems of flood-prone 
most devastating floods this year, with the death countries.The house’s structure is unique 
toll due to floods and landslides now going up to because it is waterproof, the company said, 
139 across the state. The catastrophe first hit the adding that as soon as the level of water 
state on April 6 this year.Cachar is the worst-hit increases, the house starts floating.In an 
district with over 8.62 lakh people suffering, interview with a US television channel, the 
followed by Barpeta where nearly 5.73 lakh company said, “The house looks like a 
people are reeling and over 5.16 lakh people being normal house, but when the water started 
hit in Nagaon. Meanwhile, thousands of flood-filling up around it, the house slowly started 
affected victims in Silchar town continued to leaving the ground and rising upwards.”
remain in distress for the ninth consecutive day on The company also demonstrated the floating 

ground as soon as the flood is over. As the water gets Tuesday with acute scarcity of drinking water, lack house for the general public, News18 reported.
less the house touches the ground. Electric things of relief material and without electricity supply. Meanwhile, the company said, “The house is 
have been installed upwards, so that water does not Most of the areas in the town of the Southern Assam connected by thick iron rods. It is connected to the 
reach there. The house can float at a height of up to 5 district continue to remain submerged under waist ground by thick cables, which release the house 
meters."Japan has long been conditioned to prepare to knee-deep water.upwards when floods occur and affix it back to the 

Abortions can resume in US’s Texas 
after judge blocks pre-Roe v. Wade ban

Washington  Abortions can resume in Texas after the Guttmacher Institute, an abortion rights 
a judge on Tuesday blocked officials from advocacy research group.Following the Supreme 
enforcing a nearly century-old ban the state's Court's decision, federal courts have been lifting 
Republican attorney general said was back in orders blocking Republican-backed abortion 
effect after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the restrictions. On Tuesday, a federal appeals court 
constitutional right to the procedure nationwide. cleared the way for a six-week ban in Tennessee to 

take effect.Paxton, in an advisory issued after the The temporary restraining order by Judge 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled, said the state's 2021 Christine Weems in Harris County came in a last-
trigger ban, which bars abortions almost entirely, ditch bid by abortion providers to resume services 
would not take immediate effect. Providers say after the U.S. Supreme Court on Friday 
that could take two months or more.But Paxton overturned the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that 
said prosecutors could choose to immediately guaranteed the right of women to obtain 
pursue criminal charges against abortion abortions.The order allows clinics to resume 
providers based on a different, old statute that had services, for now, in a state where abortion was 
gone unenforced while Roe v. Wade was on the already severely restricted to only up to six weeks 
books but that remained Texas law.Texas abortion of pregnancy under a Texas law that took effect in 
providers in a lawsuit filed on Monday argued the September that the U.S. Supreme Court declined 
1925 ban had been repealed and conflicted with to block."Every hour that abortion is accessible in 
the more recent trigger ban the Republican-Texas is a victory," Marc Hearron, a lawyer for the 
dominated legislature passed.The lawsuit was abortion providers at Center for Reproductive 
filed the same day that judges in Louisiana and Rights, said in a statement.Texas Attorney 
Utah blocked officials from enforcing their states' General Ken Paxton on Twitter said he was 
"trigger" bans, and abortion providers in Idaho, immediately appealing the judge's "wrong" 
Kentucky and Mississippi sued to obtain similar decision, saying the pre-Roe laws "are 100% in 
relief.The Oklahoma Supreme Court in a 8-1 effect & constitutional." A further hearing is 
decision on Monday rejected a request by scheduled for July 12.The decision came amid a 
providers to block implementation of a near-total flurry of litigation in state courts by abortion rights 
ban on abortions that took effect in May, before the groups seeking to slow or halt restrictions on the 
U.S. Supreme Court's ruling but after a draft ability of women to terminate pregnancies that are 
version leaked.In Iowa, where the state's top court now taking effect or are poised to do so in 22 
ruled the Iowa constitution does not include a states.Those states include 13 that like Texas 
"fundamental right" to abortion, Republican enacted so-called "trigger" laws designed to take 
Governor Kim Reynolds on Tuesday said.effect if Roe v. Wade was overturned, according to 

2 gunmen killed, 6 cops injured in 
bank shootout in Canada

Saanich (British Columbia) Canadian police shot dead two men during a 
gunfight on Tuesday at a bank in British Columbia which left six officers 
injured, and nearby homes were evacuated after the discovery of a possible 
explosive device, police said.
Emergency response team members arrived on the scene at the Bank of 
Montreal in Saanich, on Vancouver Island, near the border with the U.S. state 
of Washington, around 11 a.m. (1800 GMT), law enforcement said.
"This remains an ongoing police incident with a heavy police presence in the 
area," according to a statement posted by Saanich, British Columbia, police 
on their website."Homes and businesses in close proximity to the scene of the 
incident have been evacuated due to the presence of apotential explosive 
device in a vehicle associated to the suspects."Later, police said they were 
lifting the shelter-in-place order but that the block near the bank remained 
closed over the potential bomb.The suspects were "heavily armed" and initial 
reports suggest they were wearing body armor, Saanich police chief Dean 
Duthie told a press conference, saying he did not have any further 
information about them.Six officers were taken to hospital with gunshot 
wounds."At this time we anticipate that some officers will be released 
following emergency treatment, whereas other officers sustained very 
serious injuries and have been taken into surgery," he said.

After weeks of  diplomacy and hours of  talks on Tuesday, Finnish President Sauli Niinistö said the three leaders had signed a joint agreement to break the logjam.

Philippine News Website, Co-founded By 
Nobel Laureate, Ordered To Shut Down

Manila: A Philippine news site co-founded by Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Maria Ressa has been ordered to shut down, the company said Wednesday, a 
day before President Rodrigo Duterte -- its arch-nemesis -- leaves office.
Ressa has been a vocal critic of Duterte and the deadly drug war he launched 
in 2016, triggering what media advocates say is a grinding series of criminal 
charges, probes and online attacks against her and Rappler.
The latest blow was delivered by the Philippine Securities and Exchange 
Commission.In a statement Wednesday, it confirmed the "revocation of the 
certificates of incorporation" of Rappler for violating "constitutional and 
statutory restrictions on foreign ownership in mass media".
Rappler said the decision "effectively confirmed the shutdown" of the 
company and vowed to appeal, describing the proceedings as "highly 
irregular"."We have discussed all possible scenarios with Rapplers (staff) 
since SEC issued its first order in 2018," Glenda Gloria, executive editor and 
co-founder of the site, told reporters."Nothing ever sufficiently prepares an 
organization for a 'kill' order."
Rappler has had to fight for survival as Duterte's government accused it of 
violating a constitutional ban on foreign ownership in securing funding, as 
well as tax evasion.It has also been accused of cyber libel -- a new criminal 
law introduced in 2012, the same year Rappler was founded.

Duterte has attacked the website by name, calling it a "fake news outlet", over 
a story about one of his closest aides.The news portal is accused of allowing 
foreigners to take control of its website through its parent Rappler Holdings' 
issuance of "depositary receipts".nder the constitution, investment in media 
is reserved for Filipinos or Filipino-controlled entities.The case springs from 
the 2015 investment from the US-based Omidyar Network, which was 
established by eBay founder Pierre Omidyar.Omidyar later transferred its 
investment in Rappler to the site's local managers to stave off efforts by 
Duterte to shut it down.Ressa, who is also a US citizen, and Russian 
journalist Dmitry Muratov were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in October 
for their efforts to "safeguard freedom of expression".Ressa is fighting at 
least seven court cases, including an appeal against a conviction in a cyber 
libel case, for which she is on bail and faces up to six years in prison.
The International Center for Journalists has urged the Philippine government 
to reverse its order to shut down Rappler.
"This legal harassment not only costs Rappler time, money and energy. It 
enables relentless and prolific online violence designed to chill independent 
reporting," ICFJ said in a statement posted on Twitter.

suggestions Sweden and Finland had conceded Seven leaders met in Germany and just ahead Madrid Turkey agreed on Tuesday to lift its 
too much.Asked if the Swedish public will see of the NATO gathering, as a message from opposition to Sweden and Finland joining 
the agreement as a concession on issues like Moscow.Ukrainian President Volodymyr NATO, ending an impasse that had clouded a 
extraditions of Kurdish militants regarded by Zelenskyy, who is due to address NATO leaders’ summit opening in Madrid amid 
Ankara as terrorists, Andersson said “they will leaders by video on Wednesday, called the Europe’s worst security crisis in decades, 
see that this is good for the security of strike on the mall a “terrorist” act.triggered by the war in Ukraine.
Sweden.”U.S.  Pres ident  Joe  Biden Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko traveled to After urgent top-level talks with leaders of the 
congratulated the three nations on taking a Madrid to urge the alliance to provide his three countries, alliance Secretary General 
“crucial step.”Amid specuation about a U.S. country with “whatever it takes” to stop the Jens Stoltenberg said that “we now have an 
role in ending the deadlock, a senior war.Wake up, guys. This is happening now. agreement that paves the way for Finland and 
administration official said Washington did not You are going to be next, this is going to be Sweden to join NATO.” He called it “a historic 
offer any concessions to Turkey to coax it to knocking on your door just in the blink of an decision.”Among its many shattering 
accept a deal. But the official said the U.S. eye,” Klitschko told reporters at the summit consequences, President Vladimir Putin’s 
played a crucial role in helping bring the two venue.Stoltenberg said the meeting would invasion of Ukraine has prompted Sweden and 
parties closer together, and Biden spoke with chart a blueprint for the alliance “in a more Finland to abandon their long-held nonaligned 
Erdogan Tuesday morning at the behest of dangerous and unpredictable world” — and status and apply to join NATO as protection 
Sweden and Finland to help encourage the that meant “we have to invest more in our against an increasingly aggressive and 
talks.The agreement came at the opening of a defense,” Stoltenberg said. Just nine of unpredictable Russia — which shares a long 
crucial summit, dominated by Russia’s NATO’s 30 members meet the organization’s border with Finland. Under NATO treaties, an 
invasion of Ukraine, that will set the course of target of spending 2% of gross domestic attack on any member would be considered an 
the alliance for the coming years. The summit product on defense. Spain, which is hosting the attack against all and trigger a military nations, but he said he was “absolutely to impose embargo restrictions in the field of was kicking off with a leaders’ dinner hosted summit, spends just half that.Stoltenberg said response by the entire alliance. confident” Finland and Sweden would become defense industry” on Turkey and to take by Spain’s King Felipe VI at the 18th-century Monday that NATO allies will agree at the NATO operates by consensus, and Turkish members, something that could happen within “concrete steps on the extradition of terrorist Royal Palace of Madrid.Top of the agenda in summit to increase the strength of the President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had months.Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena criminals.”Turkey has demanded that Finland meetings Wednesday and Thursday is alliance’s rapid reaction force nearly eightfold, threatened to block the Nordic pair, insisting Andersson said the agreement was “good for and Sweden extradite wanted individuals and strengthening defenses against Russia, and from 40,000 to 300,000 troops. The troops will they change their stance on Kurdish rebel Finland and Sweden. And it’s good for lift arms restrictions imposed after Turkey’s supporting Ukraine.Moscow’s invasion on be based in their home nations, but dedicated to groups that Turkey considers terrorists. NATO.”She said completing the process of 2019 military incursion into northeast Feb. 24 shook European security and brought specific countries on NATO’s eastern flank, After weeks of diplomacy and hours of talks on membership should be done “the sooner the Syria.Turkey, in turn, agreed “to support at the shelling of cities and bloody ground battles where the alliance plans to build up stocks of Tuesday, Finnish President Sauli Niinistö said better.”“But there are 30 parliaments that need 2022 Madrid Summit the invitation of Finland back to the continent. NATO, which had begun equipment and ammunition.Beneath the the three leaders had signed a joint agreement to approve this and you never know,” and Sweden to become members of NATO.” to turn its focus to terrorism and other non-state surface, there are tensions within NATO over to break the logjam.Turkey said it had “got Andersson told the Associated Press. Details of exactly what was agreed were threats, has had to confront an adversarial how the war will end and what, if any, what it wanted” including “full cooperation ... Turkey hailed Tuesday’s agreement as a unclear. Amineh Kakabaveh, an independent Russia once again.Biden said NATO was “as concessions Ukraine should make to end the i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t ”  t h e  r e b e l  triumph, saying the Nordic nations had agreed Swedish lawmaker of Kurdish origin whose united and galvanized as I think we have ever fighting.There are also differences on how groups.Stoltenberg said leaders of the 30- to crack down on groups that Ankara deems support the government depends on for a been.”A Russian missile strike Monday on a hard a line to take on China in NATO’s new nation alliance will issue a formal invitation to national security threats, including the majority in Parliament, said it was “worrisome shopping mall in the central Ukrainian city of Strategic Concept — its once-a-decade set of the two countries to join on Wednesday. The Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, and its that Sweden isn’t revealing what promises it Kremenchuk was a grim reminder of the war’s priorities and goals. The last document, decision has to be ratified by all individual Syrian extension. It said they also agreed “not has given Erdogan.”Andersson dismissed horrors. Some saw the timing, as Group of published in 2010, didn’t mention China at all.

Russia, China Eye NATO's 'Arctic 
Achilles Heel', Born Of  Strange Treaties
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EDITORIAL 6

participation and income. The opposition came from By overturning the landmark ‘Roe vs Wade’ 

the Christian Right, for whom overturning the ‘Roe’ judgment of 1973, which had made abortion a 

judgment was a mission due to their belief in the constitutional right, the Supreme Court of the 

sanctity of life. It’s a deeply political judgment, too — United States has taken a big step backward. The 

as far back as October 2016, Donald Trump, then the court, hearing a challenge to a Mississippi state law 

Republican presidential candidate, had said he’d that sought to ban most abortions after 15 weeks of 

nominate conservative judges to the Supreme Court pregnancy, upheld the ban by a 6-3 majority. The 

and that would ‘automatically’ lead to the overturning verdict, apart from further polarising the country 

of the 1973 judgment. This is exactly what has between the liberals and the conservatives, will 

happened.sIt’s obvious that the court has delivered a have a massive impact on the lives of women in the 

judgment which flies in the face of public opinion — US — near-total ban on abortion will come into 

according to the Pew Research Center, around 61% of effect in the states ruled by the Republican Party, 

the Americans support abortion under most conditions either immediately or 30 days after this verdict.
Nearly 50 years ago, the ‘Roe’ judgment had struck while 37% believe it should be illegal in the majority of 

down laws that made abortion illegal in several the circumstances. Women’s rights activists say that 
states in the US, allowing abortion up to the point of the court has taken away women’s control over their 
‘foetal viability’— the point at which a foetus can bodies and their right to make a choice about 

changed or they had second thoughts. Over the years, 
survive outside the womb. That judgment gave women something that can have a fundamental impact on their 

various studies have found that the abortion legalisation 
greater autonomy over their bodies, allowing them the lives. They are right, because the court has delivered an 

led to a reduction in the number of girls who became teen 
choice to not have a child in case the circumstances ideological judgment instead of a kind and humane one.

mothers, boosted women’s education, labour force 

At 100, I’m happy 
breaking records

End of critical pedagogy

Taliban complicity impacts India’s Af policy

Afghan military trainees — which is a case of Delhi.The tumultuous developments of the last quarter The devastating earthquake that struck Afghanistan on 
resurrecting the traditional linkages that existed pre- century that ravaged Afghanistan include the enormity June 22 has led to the death of over 1,100 persons and it is 
August 2021.Given the enormous humanitarian of 9/11 and the al Qaida-Osama bin Laden saga, feared that this number could increase. Thousands have 
crisis that has engulfed Afghanistan and the scant followed by the abrupt end to the US-led global war on been rendered homeless and the destruction in the 
resources that the Taliban can muster — including terror (GWOT) in August 2021 that, ironically, brought affected Paktika region is almost total.New Delhi, in 
skilled human resources (thousands of qualified the Taliban back to power in Kabul.Given the profile of keeping with its traditional commitment to the people of 
Afghans have fled their nation, fearing retribution) the Taliban and a deep-seated anxiety about how they Afghanistan, has reached out to provide immediate 
— it is evident that the regime in Kabul is keen to would conduct themselves, India, along with many humanitarian relief and assistance and on June 23, an 
have Delhi back as a dependable aid and other nations, evacuated its diplomats and citizens from Indian technical team reached Kabul to enable effective 
development donor.In the aftermath of 9/11 Afghanistan and ostracised the regime.Paradoxically, delivery to the victims.Despite the scale of the 
(September 2001) and the gradual reconstruction of the June 18 gurdwara attack by the IS-KP has introduced earthquake tragedy, the global isolation of the Taliban 
Afghanistan, many critical human security-related a shared security interest between India and the Taliban regime prevented a more robust international aid effort 
sectors were aided by India and in the last two with respect to the IS-KP. This group, that has its origins from reaching the victims and this remains the 
decades, Delhi has provided $3 billion worth of in West Asia, appears to have embedded itself in geopolitical cross that weighs down heavily on the 
development sector aid. In addition, a large number Afghanistan and is reported to have reached a tactical people of Afghanistan.The return of the Taliban to power 
of Afghan students have availed themselves of accommodation with other Islamist terror groups in the in Kabul in August 2021 after the hasty US withdrawal 
scholarships to study in India and thousands of surrounding regions.Periodic reviews by the UN has compelled many nations to review and rewire their 
Afghans visit India for medical treatment.However, Security Council’s Monitoring Team on Afghanistan Afghanistan policies and India is no exception.Like 
this very nascent early June Indian engagement with have noted the presence of al-Qaeda, Jaish-e-many other nations, India has not accorded diplomatic 

while reviewing the larger security implications of this the Taliban received a jolt with a terror attack on Karte Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba in the country and the recognition to the current Taliban regime in Kabul. But 
revival of the terror footprint.India, it may be recalled, Parwan gurdwara in Kabul a fortnight later (on June 18) role of the Haqqani network and, cumulatively, all these the potentially significant political overture by India in 
has been singed by Islamist terror groups with linkages to that killed two persons. The attack was claimed by the IS- strands pose a security challenge to India that has been early June and the Islamic State terror attack on a local 
Afghanistan since December 1999 and these attacks KP (Islamic State-Khorasan Province), which declared dealing with the state-supported terrorist scourge for gurdwara that followed soon after merit review.On June 
include one on the Indian Parliament (December 2001) that this was “an act of support” for the Prophet and the decades. The fact that Sirajuddin Haqqani, a UN-2, an official Indian delegation visited Kabul to 
and a suicide attack on the Indian embassy in Kabul (July targets were the minority Sikhs and Hindus in designated global terrorist, is the interior minister in the coordinate the humanitarian assistance that Delhi had 
2006).The Taliban at the time had provided shelter to Afghanistan and the “apostates” who protected them.In a Taliban regime points to the multilayered complexity provided earlier in the year and this signalled a nuanced 
Islamist terror groups that targeted India and, here, the departure from their traditional antipathy to all other that the Indian establishment has to contend with.In this shift in the troubled bilateral relationship. The Indian 
role of Pakistan has compounded the Indian challenge. religions, the Taliban offered support for the maze of terror networks and state complicity in relation Foreign Ministry issued a
The Pakistan army and the ISI (its intelligence agency) reconstruction of the gurdwara, apart from announcing to Afghanistan, the close strategic relationship between carefully worded press note which highlighted the 
mid-wifed the birth of the Taliban in the early 1990s and financial aid to those killed and injured. Further, they China and Pakistan further shrinks the space for India. humanitarian assistance focus of the visit. The sub-text to 
saw this Afghan group as an investment to furthering assured the minority community leaders that a “serious Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi hosted a meeting on be inferred is that the visit was an ‘official’ engagement 
Rawalpindi’s strategy of acquiring ‘strategic depth’ effort” would be made to ensure their safety from such March 31 of Afghanistan and its neighbours — that with the Taliban for a limited purpose and not an 
against India. The Pak army-Taliban axis saw India being attacks.This terror attack by the IS-KP has resulted in predictably excluded India — in the Anhui province of endorsement of the regime.Acknowledging this aid, the 
marginalised in relation to Afghanistan and this has been Delhi putting on hold whatever initiatives had been China and the participants collectively affirmed their Taliban encouraged India to reopen its mission in Kabul 
an abiding security and geopolitical challenge for envisaged by way of engaging with the Taliban regime, support to the Taliban regime.and resume direct flights to the country and also accept 

Abortion law in the US

I have just returned from Vadodara after 
participating in the inaugural National Open 
Masters Athletics Championships and am told 
that I have created a national record for the 100m 
event by the oldest person. I covered the distance 
in 45.40s in the 100-plus age category. My second 
gold of the tournament came in 200m race with a 
timing of 1m 52.17s. I wanted to take part in other 
events also but was told that the organisers have 
capped the participation by one athlete to just two 
events. Though I am feeling very happy, I wish 
there was some competition. I happened to be the 
lone runner in both the races as there was no other 
entry in the 100-plus age category.

Honestly, it has been just over a year since I have 
started taking part in competitions on the 
insistence of my granddaughter, who is also a 
runner and regularly participates in the masters 
athletics meets. Had I known earlier that such 
competitions were held for people of my age, I 
would have given them a shot a long time back. 
But better late than never.In the last one year, I 
have travelled to Varanasi, Bengaluru, Badlapur 
in Maharashtra, Kerala and even Pokhara in 
Nepal. I have already lost count of the medals but 
can say that I have won most of the races. Apart 
from the thrill of competition and the joy of 
winning a medal, the one thing that excites me 
very much is predicting the winners during the 
competition. I love guessing who will win while 
the race is still on.My granddaughter Sharmila 
Sangwan (42) keeps a tab on the tournament 
schedule. The Masters Athletics Federation of 
India will release its schedule in November, after 
which I will start gearing up for future 
competitions.

I have had a busy season this year. The month of 
May was really hectic for me as there were three 
back-to-back tournaments in Nepal (May 1-5), 
Bengaluru (May 11-15) and Kerala (May 18-22), 
and then at Vadodara from June 16 to 19. As a 
result, I had to travel a lot. While many would 
advocate travelling by air as it is quick or by train 
as it is comfortable, I prefer to travel by our family 
car. It gives us the freedom to stop and move at 
will. Also, one does not feel the distance if the 
family is around. I do get tired, but that is only 
because of singing bhajans and folk songs 
endlessly on my family’s demand. Now, I am 
happy to be back in the village.

Ever since my husband, Nihal Singh, died 23 years 
ago, I have been staying with my two sons, 
Mahender Singh and Mukhtiar Singh, at Kadma 
village in Charkhi Dadri district of Haryana, 
where my four daughters and their children visit 
me often. We are blessed to have a big and happy 
family. And since we are so close, someone or the 
other is always visiting.I consider myself lucky 
enough to have witnessed six generations of my 
family and spent time with them. I can proudly say 
that I have attended the marriages of my great 
grandsons and held their kids in my lap. I had just 
reached home from Vadodara when one of my 
great grandsons excitedly came up to me and said 
that he had seen my photo on the same page as that 
of Virat Kohli in the newspaper. It is nice to see 
that tinge of pride and joy in their eyes.Wherever I 
go to attend competitions, people keep asking me 
about the secret of my health, and I tell them it is 
happiness. I think if you try to live an energetic 
life, do not shirk responsibilities and enjoy what 
you do, you will remain hale and hearty. At this 
age, people suffer from arthritis, diabetes, blood 
pressure and other ailments, but I face no such 
health issues. I take no medicine.

I wake up around 5 am, offer morning prayers and 
tend to the cattle. Upon return, I perform daily 
ablutions and wash my clothes. Breakfast time is 
family time. We all have it together and then I 
either go to the nearby fields or catch up with the 
near and dear ones in the village. After lunch, I rest 
for a while and spend some time with the children 
in the house. Apart from cooking, I like to do all 
my work myself.My eating habits are simple. I eat 
whatever everyone in the family eats. Milk, curd, 
millets, rice, ghee, homegrown vegetables, it is 
traditional Haryanvi fare. By God’s grace, I have 
not reached a stage where I have to be selective 
about the food I eat.

Who can resist the growing devaluation of humanities and 
social sciences, particularly when the society we live in is 
intoxicated with the glory of techno-science, and the 
aspiring class conditions its children to believe that the 
only meaning of existence is to pursue a career in 
medicine and engineering, and hence, except physics, 
chemistry, mathematics and biology, there is nothing 
worth learning? And the process of this devaluation has 
further been accelerated by the emergent politics of 
knowledge that in the name of rationalising the syllabus 
and reducing the ‘academic burden’ has deleted several 
significant topics from NCERT textbooks of classes VI to 
XII. Hence, as these new experts chosen by the ruling 
regime told us, our children should not know about, say, 
the Gujarat riots in 2002; nor is it required for them to be 
aware of the Narmada Bachao Andolan or the Naxalite 
movement. They also believe that it is not a good idea to 
enquire why women and sudras were prevented from 
studying the Vedas. Or for that matter, it is not necessary 
to know about the Mughal courts. And why should 
youngsters bother to know about the impact of 
globalisation on agriculture?Well, no great pedagogue 
would deny that the bombardment of the young mind 
with a heavy load of information is not a sign of 
meaningful education. Moreover, the NCERT texts are 
certainly not perfect; and the liberal-left intelligentsia that 
wrote it might have their biases. Yet, the way these texts 
have been damaged through a politically motivated 
process of deletion of select themes and issues would 

majoritarianism and gross socio-economic inequality. name of education, they need just a set of technical skills frighten every sensitive educationist. Indeed, it is an 
Have we forgotten the way some of our finest historians to run the techno-corporate machine. Or, they need attempt to kill the liberating potential of critical 
and social scientists — Irfan Habib and Ranjit Guha, ‘disciplined’ loyalists always ready to sing in tune with pedagogy. This can be understood only if we recall the 
Rajni Kothari and Ashis Nandy, or Irawati Karve and Vina what the ruling regime dictates. Hence, what these forgotten truth — the way disciplines like history, 
Majumdar — wanted to expand our mental horizon? experts have done with the NCERT texts seems to be in sociology and political studies have the capacity to open 

tune with what we are seeing everywhere — the Who would tell these experts who have damaged the one’s eyes, and make one see beyond the dominant 
arrogance of power and castigation of every dissenting NCERT texts that it is important for a school student to commonsense of the age, and probe into the discourse of 
voice as anti-national.know and feel disturbed about the Gujarat riots because it power. A reflexive mind endowed with a creatively 

was a severe blow to the cherished ideals of secularism Is it possible to resist this trend and save education? Even nuanced critical consciousness is what social sciences 
and cultural pluralism? Who would tell them that children though I loathe to be a pessimist, I must say that the ought to cultivate.Hence, the goal of history is not to force 
must know about the Narmada Bachao Andolan because obstacles are enormous. The fact is that in an atmosphere the child to memorise the dates of wars and treaties; 
this nonviolent environmental movement raised serious that continually breeds the ideology of toxic nationalism, instead, a sense of history should arouse a learner’s 
questions about the devastating consequences of what the it is not easy to celebrate the spirit of free enquiry. interest in comprehending the major socio-cultural and 
nexus of the political class and the corporate elite regards Moreover, when children’s education, for all practical techno-economic transformations that characterise the 
as development? These experts have to be reminded of yet purposes, has been reduced to packaged ‘success journey of the human race. And sociology is not about 
another fact: a true learner — a wanderer with freshness manuals’ that coaching centres sell, and a bunch of knowing a set of discrete facts about tribe, caste and 
— should have the capacity to say that the Emperor is toppers sponsor, why should you and I bother to think family; instead, it is about asking critical questions — 
naked even if the sycophants all around think about emancipatory education? Yet, I would like to say, the way patriarchy, Brahminism and organised 
otherwise.From Hitler to Stalin, the taboo on critical believe that there are still some teachers and parents religions have often legitimised the subjugation of 
pedagogy is inseparable from the cult of narcissism and amongst us who continue to inspire the youngsters to find women, Dalits and the toiling masses. Or, an introduction 
authoritarianism. In fact, authoritarian masters all over the treasure of real knowledge in a different domain — to political studies does not mean that you ask a class XII 
the world, as history has demonstrated, are never not in the official curriculum, but in a living and vibrant student to memorise the Preamble of the Constitution, 
comfortable with the kind of education that nurtures mind that echoes with Rabindranath Tagore: ‘Where the and vomit it in the examination; instead, it ought to 
creativity, self-reflexivity and critical thinking. In a way, mind is without fear and the head is held high/Where encourage the young learner to ask why the spirit of the 
they need moral and intellectual dumbness. Or, in the knowledge is free…’Preamble is denied every moment amid the might of 

Striking down ‘Roe’ judgment is a regressive step

Not easy to celebrate the spirit of free enquiry in atmosphere of toxic nationalism

The terror attack by the IS-KP on the Karte Parwan gurdwara has resulted in Delhi putting on hold whatever initiatives had been envisaged by way of engaging 

with the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, while reviewing the larger security implications of this revival of the terror footprint.
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Suriya, Kajol Invited to 
Become Members of the 

Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences

Suriya and Kajol are among the 397 people that have 
been invited to become members of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. In the wee 
hours of Wednesday (IST), it was reported that 
stars such as Billie Eilish, Jamie Dornan, Dana 
Walden and Leonard Maltin are among the stars 
who have been invited to become members. 
Suriya’s name was associated with the Oscars after 
fans were hoping his revolutionary film Jai Bhim 
would bag an Oscar nomination.

According to Hollywood Reporter, if the invitation is 
accepted, Suriya, Kajol and others on the list will 
be able to cast their vote for the Oscar nominations 
and winners. According to Deadline, the invitees 
this year include 71 Oscar nominees and 15 
winners. The li also features about 44% of women 
and 37% of the group belong to underrepresented 
communities.

Suriya becomes the first Tamil/South Indian actor to 
have received the prestigious invite.

Besides Kajol and Suriya, the list includes Billie 
Eilish and Finneas O’Connell, Ariana DeBose, 
Troy Kotsur, Paramount chief Brian Robbins and 
Disney general entertainment chief Dana Walden. 
Kajol and Suriya are yet to react to the invitation.

Kajol was last seen in a short film Devi helmed by the 
debutant director Priyanka Banerjee. The film also 
starred Neha Dhupia, Neena Kulkarni, Shruti 
Haasan, Sandhya Mhatre, Mukta Barve, Shivani 
Raghuvanshi, Rama Joshi and Yashaswini Dayam. 
She is currently working on Revathi’s upcoming 
film Salaam Venky. The film was announced in 
October 2021. Originally titled The Last Hurrah, 
the film’s title was changed when the shooting 
commenced. She is also rumoured to be making a 
cameo in Karan Johar’s Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem 
Kahani.

On the other hand, Suriya was last seen in Kamal 
Haasan-led Vikram Vedha. Suriya has a cameo in 
R Madhavan’s upcoming film Rocketry: The 
Nambi Effect. The actor plays a journalist in the 
Tamil version of the film.

Salman Khan Parts Ways 
With DSP On Kabhi Eid 
Kabhi Diwali, Ropes In 
KGF's Ravi Basrur for 

BGM: Report

ctor Arjun Kapoor celebrated his 37th birthday in Paris with his ladylove 
Malaika Arora. After posing together with the Eiffel Tower as the 
backdrop, Malaika shared a new set of dreamy photos from their Parisian A

holiday. In the new post, Malaika and Arjun are posing in full style. While other 
pics show them adorably posing together.

Malaika captioned the post: “Eiffel good too… hehehehe am a caption chor 
@arjunkapoor #paris #eiffeltowerseries." Arjun Kapoor reposted Malaika’s 
post on his Instagram stories and wrote: “Caption chor, photo chor and jumper 
chor also."

Fans were elated to see Malaika’s pics with Arjun. One user commented, “This is 
probably the most beautiful post I have ever seen." 
Another one wrote: “Lovebirds. Happy to see 
you both."

Earlier, Malaika shared a photo of the 
cake-cutting occasion with Arjun 
and wrote, “Make a wish my 
love…… may all ur wishes n 
dreams come true.”

Arjun Kapoor and Malaika 
Arora are the most 
talked-about couple of 
B-Town. The duo often 
creates a buzz on 
social media with 
their mushy pictures. 
A f t e r  m u c h  
s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d  
rumours, they finally 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e i r  
relationship in 2019.

In an earlier interview, 
Arjun opened up about 
his relationship with 
Malaika and how they have 
evolved as a couple over the 
years. “The decision to come 
out and be open about our 
relationship was not something that 
was planned," Arjun told the Hindustan 
Times. “It’s not like we spoke about it. It 
happened organically. We allowed things to 
happen after a certain point when we felt we were solid and 
steady enough to face all the speculation and all the conversation 
that would come our way because that would be temporary," Arjun 
added.

few weeks ago, it was reported that Salman 
Khan had roped in Pushpa music director ADevi Sri Prasad to compose the music for his 

upcoming release Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali. 
However, it is reported that the actor and the music 
director have parted ways. That’s not all, it is also 
claimed that Salman has now turned toward KGF 
fame Ravi Basrur with the duties to compose the 
background score for the film.

As per reports, Salman and DSP parted ways mutually. 
It is claimed that the actor was not impressed with 
the songs that Prasad composed for the film thus 
leading to his exit.

“Salman and his team were not really happy with the 
tracks that were composed by the musician for the 
film. While they stood out independently, Salman 
felt that they didn’t have the meat to fit into the film’s 
narrative. Hence, the duo mutually decided to part 
ways and team up on something even bigger," a 
source informed Bollywood Hungama.

A separate insider told the publication that Salman has 
roped in Basrur. “Ravi Basrur also composes music 
and is working on a special track for Bhaijaan as 
well. While he already has a theme music for 
Bhaijaan in place, he is also working on a soulful 
melody which will be shot in upcoming schedules," 
the source claimed. Amid these developments, it is 
also claimed that Salman has convinced Ram 
Charan to appear in the film in a cameo role.

It seems like Salman is leaving no stone unturned to 
ensure the film is entertaining. Kabhi Eid Kabhi 
Diwali will also star Pooja Hegde. This will also be 
the Bollywood debut for Shehnaaz Gill and she has 
already started shooting for it. Besides Kabhi Eid 
Kabhi Diwali, Salman also has Tiger 3 in the making 
and a cameo in Shah Rukh Khan’s Pathaan.

Actor-turned-travel vlogger Shenaz Treasury shared on her Instagram Stories on 
Tuesday, that she has been diagnosed with prosopagnosia. Shenaz is known for 
playing the role of Alisha in Shahid Kapoor-Amrita Rao starrer Ishq Vishk.

Prosopagnosia, also known as face blindness, is a disease where one cannot 
recognise people’s faces. Talking about her illness on her Instagram story, 
Shenaz wrote, “I have been diagnosed with prosopagnosia 2. Now, I 
understand why I’ve never been able to put faces together. It’s a cognitive 
disorder. I always felt ashamed that I can’t recognise faces. I recognise voices.”

In another story, she wrote, “Signs and symptoms of face blindness or 
prosopagnosia. 1. You have failed to recognise a close friend or family 
member, especially when you weren’t expecting to see them. Yes, that is me. 
Takes me a minute to register who the person is. Sometimes even a close friend 
I haven’t seen in a while."

She added, “You have difficulty recognising neighbours, friends, coworkers, 
clients, schoolmates. People you know expect you to recognise them. Failing 
to recognise someone might make you seem aloof. Many sufferers report 
losing friends and offending coworkers because they have failed to recognise 
them. This is me.” Shenaz also wrote, “So you confuse characters in movies or 
on television more so than other people? Yes, I do. I can’t tell the difference if 
two characters have the same height and build and hairstyle.” She concluded 
by saying, “So now please understand that this is a real disorder and not me 
being aloof or snobbish.” She called it a “real brain issue.”

Shenaz is currently working as a travel blogger. She has also appeared in films 
such as Umar, Aagey Se Right, Radio, Luv Ka The End, and Delhi Belly.

Ishq Vishk Fame 

 Diagnosed With Prosopagnosia: 'I 
Always Feel Ashamed'

Shenaz Treasury

 for Stealing Caption As She Posts 

New Pics from Paris Vacay

Arjun Kapoor 
Trolls

Malaika
 Arora

Malaika Arora took 
to Instagram and 

shared photos from 
her Paris vacation 
with her boyfriend 

Arjun Kapoor.
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kids while not taking any offs or leaves 
in the last 27 years. Internet users have 
poured both their heart and money out 
for Kevin at the crowd-funding 
website. As per a Dailymail report, the 
GoFundMe page has funds exceeding 
$200,000.

Kevin Ford, 54, has recieved a huge 
support from Internet --in terms of 
donations --for his relentless service, 
because the "small goodie bag" given 
to him as a mark of acknowledgement 
did not go down well with several New Delhi: Burger King employee who recently 
users. Many internet users thought that found himself among Twitter's most popular 
Kevin deserved more than just a trends for not taking a single leave in 27 years 
goodie bag for his years of service, a the greatest reward for him. The fundraising has a bigger reward than just the goodie bag he 

thought well echoed by Kevin's daughter too. page started by the Kevin's daughter has so far got from his employer. While the Burger King 
While Kevin has garnered a lot of attraction got donations exceeding Rs 1.5 crore.Kevin employee named Kevin Ford had recieved a 
among Internet users, he has now been Ford's daughter Seryna started a donation page goodie bag containing a movie ticket, a 
catapulted into further spotlight with TV at GoFundMe page to acknowledge the years of Starbucks sipper, some chocolates, and some 
studios now taking his interviews.hard work her father had put into to raise his mints by his employer, Internet seems to have 

Sebi imposes penalties on National Stock Exchange, 
Chitra Ramakrishna in co-location case

SRVS, Deviprasad Singh, and MR 
Shashibhushan.A penalty of Rs 1.10 crore 
has been slapped on Prashanth D'souza, 
Om Prakash Gupta, Sonali Gupta, Rahul 
Gupta.Sebi has also imposed a fine of Rs 3 
crore on Sampark Infotainment Pvt. Ltd, 
Rs 5 crore on GKN Securities, and Rs 6 
crore on Way2Wealth Brokers Private 
Ltd. Meanwhile, a penalty of Rs 10 lakh 
has been imposed on Netaji Patil, Rima 
Srivastava, Parshant Mittal, and Mohit 
Mutreja.Earlier in March this year, the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
arrested former National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) Chief executive officer (CEO) 5 crore on Ravi Varanasi, according to a 

Chitra Ramakrishna in the co-location scam Business Today report.Having regard to the 
case.Ramakrishna had allegedly shared factors listed in Section 15J of the SEBI Act and 

New Delhi  The Securities and Exchange Board sensitive information about the exchange with a Section 23 J of the SCRA, it is now established 
of India (Sebi) has slapped hefty fines on the "yogi who lives in the Himalayas". The CBI had that W2W and GKN, in collusion with the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE), Chitra in a statement mentioned that the alleged unfair employees of NSE and Sampark made 
Ramakrishna, Anand Subramanian and others practices took place between 2010 and 2015.significant profit due to unfair latency 
in connection with the NSE co-location case. The Sebi had charged Ramkrishna and others advantage available with them," the Sebi order 
The regulatory body for securities and stated. with alleged governance lapses in the 
commodity market has imposed a penalty of Rs appointment of Anand Subramanian as the SEBI ACTS TOUGH5 crore on Chitra Ramakrishna, Rs 7 crore on chief strategic advisor and his re-designation as Apart from this, the Sebi has also imposed a NSE, Rs 5 crore on Anand Subramanian, and Rs group operating officer and adviser to the MD.penalty of Rs 1 crore each on Nagendra Kumar 

Rupee crashes, Sensex 
plunges | Factors that are 
spooking investors
New Delhi  The Sensex and Nifty fell and the 

rupee dropped to a record low against the 
US dollar on Wednesday. The NSE Nifty 50 
index fell 0.53 per cent to 15,766.25, and 
the S&P BSE Sensex slipped 0.5 per cent to 
52,910.42.The rupee dropped 0.25 per cent 
to a record low of 78.97 per US dollar.

The share market fell after a four-session 
rally, as worries about high oil prices and 
inflation returned to the forefront, while 
Reliance gained after announcing a 
leadership change at its telecom 
unit.Dampening sentiment further across 
Asian equities was overnight data that 
showed US consumer confidence dropped 
to a 16-month low in June, which had sent 
Wall Street sharply lower.

"Worries about crude prices, inflation, rate 
hikes and accompanying recession fears 
are coming back to the market after a few 
days of respite," said Ajit Mishra, vice 
president, research at Religare Broking, 
Reuters reported."It's still too early to say if 
the market has reached the bottom, the 
overall trend is still downwards with the 
negative flow of news."Interest rate and 
inflation worries have kept the Nifty and 
Sensex on course for their worst month 
since the pandemic-hit March of 2020. The 
blue-chip indexes had lost nearly 9 per cent 
this year, as of Tuesday's close.The 
domestic equity markets are likely to see 
their biggest foreign fund outflows this 
month since March 2020.Overseas 
investors had offloaded a net $6.29 billion 
worth of equities this month, as of June 28, 
compared with a net selling of $4.63 billion 
in the same period last month, Reuters 
reported quoting Refinitiv data.

On Wednesday, the Nifty Bank index slid 1.4 
per cent, while the Nifty FMCG index fell 
1.3 per cent.However, the country's most 
valuable firm Reliance Industries helped 
plug some losses in the market with a 1.1 
per cent gain. Billionaire Mukesh Ambani 
stepped down on Tuesday from the role of 
director of the telecoms arm of Reliance in 
favour of his son Akash, setting the stage 
for a leadership transition at his energy-to-
retail conglomerate.

New Delhi  economic issues will face an additional test Facing pressure from Opposition-
ruled states, the GST council on Tuesday due to the Supreme Court ruling.
agreed to include their demand for a The Ministry of Finance set the tone on the 
discussion on extension of compensation to issue late last week by notifying the 
states as an agenda item on Day 2 of the extension of levying compensation cess 
meeting on Wednesday, 24 hours before the under the GST regime till 2026. Through the 
five-year deadline ends.The decision came notification, the duration for levy of GST 
about after the Centre versus states fault line compensation cess was extended by nearly 
over compensation to states beyond June 30 four years.The notification brought in the 

GST (Period of Levy and Collection of Cess) erupted minutes before the start of the GST 
Rules, 2022, under which the compensation council’s first meeting in this year
cess will continue to be levied from July 1, The first salvo came from Congress-ruled 
2022 to March 31, 2026.Chhattisgarh. The state panchayat and rural 

Under the Goods and Services Tax development minister T S Singh Deo, absent 
(Compensation to States) Act, 2017, states from the meeting since he tested Covid 
were guaranteed compensation at the positive, shot off a letter to Finance Minister 
compounded rate of 14 per cent from the base Nirmala Sitharaman demanding extension of 
year 2015-16 for losses arising due to compensation for another five years. In his 
implementation of the GST regime for five letter, he said that the loss suffered by the 
years since its rollout (July 2017).state due to the GST regime is ten times 

compared to the pre-GST era. He claimed consensus for taking any decision.The issue discussion said five years ago, GST was After the Lucknow meet in September 2021, 
that since 2018, the state has suffered a was also flagged in the GST council by created with an open mind. He added that this Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had 
revenue loss of 13,709 crore. members who were present. Top sources say time too, a similar open-minded approach stated that from June 2022, the regime of 

that member ministers from Delhi and Tamil needs to be adopted instead of discussing the compensating states for revenue shortfall due Next, chief advisor to the West Bengal chief 
Nadu took the lead to push for a discussion on issue to negate it.”Compensation to states is to subsuming of taxes like VAT levied by the minister, Amit Mitra, in a letter to 
the issue. The finance minister of a South all set to turn into the hot button issue of the states GST, will end. However the Sitharaman, cited the May ruling by the 
Indian state confirmed that after a discussion, meet on Wednesday, as it would pit several compensation cess, levied on luxury and Supreme Court that the recommendations of 
the council decided to include the item in the Opposition-ruled states against the Centre. demerit goods, was to continue till March the GST council are not binding on the Union 
agenda for Wednesday. With political differences between the Centre 2026 primarily to repay the borrowings in and states and they only have a persuasive 

and the states at an all-time high, the 2020-21 and 2021-22 to compensate states value only. Terming the observation Another member said, “The Delhi finance 
council’s capability to create consensus over for GST revenue loss.significant, he asked the council to arrive at a minister Manish Sisodia pushing for a 

Ruchi Soya Industries Ltd now 
becomes Patanjali Foods Ltd

New Delhi: Airbnb is making 
permanent its ban on parties at 
homes listed on the site for short-
term rentals. The San Francisco 
company believes the ban has 
worked, saying on Tuesday that 
reports of parties at listed 
properties have dropped 44 per 
cent from a year ago. More than 
6,600 guests were suspended last 
year for related violations, Airbnb 
said.

Airbnb began to crack down on 

parties in 2019 after a fatal 
shooting at a party in a house in 
California. At that time, the 
company prohibited advertising 
parties at Airbnb locations on 
social media. (ALSO READ: 
Gold price today, June 29: Check 
gold rate in Delhi, Patna, 
Lucknow, Kolkata, Kanpur, 
Kerala and other cities) The 
number of parties at Airbnb 
locations increased during the 
pandemic, Airbnb said, as people 
moved gatherings from bars and 
clubs to rented homes. That led to 
a temporary ban in 2020. (ALSO 
READ: Burger King employee 
who didn't take a single leave in 
27 years get Rs 1.5 cr) While 
making the ban permanent, 
Airbnb said it will lift a limit of 16 
people at rented properties. It said 
the cap was prompted by health 
concerns before vaccines against 
COVID-19 were available. 

Booking an Airbnb for a 
party? Check new rules or 

you could get blocked 
from platform

Sebi slaps heavy penalties in NSE 'dark fibre' case, bourse fined Rs 7 cr

Forced by Opposition, GST Council to discuss 
compensation to states barely 24 hours before deadline

?The fundraising page started by the 
Burger King employee Kevin Ford's 
daughter to acknowledge his 
hardwork over the last three decades 
has so far got donations exceeding Rs 
1.5 crore.

same matter in which Sebi barred Sampark brokers using co-loc facility “who 
from providing telecom services to any in good faith and in compliance 
securities market intermediary. Back then, with the NSE guidelines did not 
the regulator directed NSE to deposit take dark fibre services from any 
another Rs 62.6 crore, Way2Wealth Rs unauthorized vendors and instead, 
15.34 crore and GKN Securities another Rs stuck to their regular telecom 
4.9 crore. The order was appealed before service providers.”
the Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) Coming hard at NSE, Sebi order 
where hearings are pending. says NSE had failed to conduct a 

It has been alleged that the cabling for NSE’s s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  G K N  
co-lo rack was done in such a manner that “indicating favorable treatment 
Way2Wealth and GKN Securities got the by NSE which shows the collusive 
benefit of lower latency compared to other nexus between NSE and GKN in 
trading members connected to the the matter of P2P connectivity to Market regulator Securities and Exchange 

Sampark. the detriment of several other rule Board of India (Sebi) has slapped heavy 
abiding stock brokers.”In the latest order, Sebi has said, “undoubtedly, penalties in 2015 ‘dark fibre’ case, where 

GKN established direct P2P connectivity J u s t i f y i n g  t h e  p e n a l t y  o n  certain brokers exploited National Stock 
between its racks located in NSE Colo & Ramkrishna, Sebi order says, “the Exchange's (NSE) internet infrastructure to 
BSE Colo center with the help of dark fibre CEO of an organization cannot get faster connectivity to its co-location 

resource allocation, view on market price. It or near dark fibre provided by an escape from accountability and facilities (colo).
is nobody's contentions that more speed and unauthorized service provider which assured responsibility with respect to the day to day NSE has been slapped with a penalty of Rs 7 
latency will necessarily result in more trading more speed and low latency thereby assuring operations of various functional divisions.”crore, its former Managing Director and CEO 
volume,” Sebi order said.faster data transmission and assuring GKN of The order makes similar arguments in case of Chitra Ramkrishna, former Group Chief 

The order further says even “W2W was a direct faster access to the market data disseminated Subramanian and Varanasi that given their Operating Officer Subramanian and current 
beneficiary of preferential treatment by NSE, by NSE in comparison to the other high key positions at the exchange, they can’t be Chief Business Development Officer Ravi 
since NSE allowed W2W to continue to use frequency trading brokers located in the Colo absolved of the responsibility for the lapses at Varanasi Rs 5 crore each. The regulator has 
the Sampark line even after knowing that facility of these two exchanges.” the co-lo facility.The order also penalises also imposed a Rs 3 crore penalty on internet 
Sampark did not have the requisite licenses to The regulator also didn’t buy GKN’s officials at NSE and Sampark for facilitating service provider Sampark Infotainment. 
provide such connectivity.”contention that its turnover didn’t increase an arrangement between Sampark and Meanwhile, broking firms Way2Wealth 

Sebi also didn’t accept W2W’s submission that manifold due to the advantage it gained from Reliance Communication to take over its Brokers and GKN Securities have to pay Rs 6 
the lapses were due to an oversight and it had early access to market data.“The entire issue existing infrastructure, which Sebi says was crore and Rs 5 crore, respectively.The latest 
no knowledge about the license status of is about gaining more speed and accuracy in “an attempt to give post facto legitimacy to an 186-page order follows a 2019-order in the 
Sampark.Sebi says this deprived other executing its trades as per its trading strategy, unauthorised activity of Sampark.”

New Delhi Bitcoin's price on Wednesday fell 
to $20,000-mark as the nosedive in 
cryptocurrency markets has wiped out 
millions of dollars. The sudden plunge in 
crypto values, which started in May amid a 
broader economic slowdown, continued as 
investors remained jittery.

The world's largest and the most popular 
cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, dipped for a 
fourth consecutive day. On Wednesday, 
Bitcoin's price was down to $20,162.20.

The world's second largest cryptocurrency in 
terms of market capitalization, Ethereum, 
crashed to $1,135.39."Since the start of 
t h i s  w e e k ,  B i t c o i n  a n d  m o s t  
cryptocurrencies have been facing 

turbulence with market movements. On 
Tuesday, Bitcoin fell below US$21,000, 
with increasing selling pressure, sending 
the largest crypto slightly lower than 
Monday," Edul Patel, Co-Founder & CEO 
of Mudrex said."If bulls can attempt to 
move Bitcoin above the US$21,000 level 
and hold, we might see BTC trading at 
US$22,000 in the coming days," Patel 
said.Other cryptocurrencies such as XRP 
was down by 3.24 per cent, Solana fell 7.40 
per cent, Cardano was down by 2.96 per 
cent, Stellar was down 3.22 per cent, 
Polkadot fell 5.76 per cent.

?Sebi has also imposed a 
penalties on other accused

?Earlier in March this year, the 
CBI arrested Chitra Ramakrishna

?Ramakrishna had allegedly 
shared sensitive information 
about the exchange

Burger King employee who didn't take a single 
leave in 27 years get Rs 1.5 crore donation

New Delhi: Edible oil firm Ruchi Soya 
Industries Ltd on Tuesday said the name of 
the company has been changed to Patanjali 
Foods Ltd with effect from June 24.

In 2019, Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurved 
acquired Ruchi Soya for Rs 4,350 crore 
through an insolvency process.

In a regulatory filing, Ruchi Soya informed 
that it has "received an e-mail dated June 27, 
2022, from the Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
mentioning that a fresh 'Certificate of 
Incorporation pursuant to change of name' 
dated June 24, 2022, was issued by the 
Registrar of Companies, Maharashtra, 
Mumbai".Accordingly, the name of the 
company stands changed from Ruchi Soya 
Industries Ltd to Patanjali Foods Ltd with 
effect from June 24, 2022.

Ruchi Soya is filing the required documents in 
respect of the change of name to stock 
exchanges separately.Last month, Patanjali 
Ayurved Ltd sold its food retail business to 
group firm Ruchi Soya Industries Ltd for Rs 
690 crore as part of its strategy to focus on 
non-food, traditional medicine and wellness 
business.chi Soya recently raised Rs 4,300 
crore through its follow-on public offer 
(FPO) mainly to clear its debt.

The company's net profit increased to Rs 806.3 
crore in 2021-22 from Rs 680.77 crore a year 
ago. Total income jumped to Rs 24,284.38 
crore during the last fiscal from Rs 
16,382.97 crore in 2020-21.Ruchi Soya sells 
its products under brands like Ruchi Gold, 
Mahakosh, Sunrich, Nutrela, Ruchi Star and 
Ruchi Sunlight.

Bitcoin falls to $20,000-mark, 
cryptocurrency market in red

?NSE has been slapped with a 
penalty of  Rs 7 cr, its former MD 
and CEO Chitra Ramkrishna, 
former Group COO Subramanian 
and current Chief  BDO Ravi 
Varanasi Rs 5 cr each
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'Ne w Delhi  Indian top order batsman Deepak 
Hooda won the player of the series award 
after his two stunning performances with the 
bat. The Lucknow Super Giants batter, who 
has been in stunning form was asked to open 
the bat in the first game in place of Ruturaj 
Gaikwad and turned up with a stroke-filled 
47 off 29 balls in a rain-marred game. The 
batter did not stop there and hit a 
magnificent 104 off just 57 balls in his 
second outing and had a record-breaking 
176-run stand with Sanju Samson.peaking at 
the press conference after the series, Hooda 
revealed that he had not opened at any level 
before this, but once an opportunity is given, 
it is foolish to say no.“Leave international, I 
have never opened in my life. (Chuckles) 
But yes, being a top order batsman, you have 
to take on the challenges that you are 
presented with, you have to cope up with 

going ahead of himself. One has to live in the short balls. When you go to Australia, or you them. You do not have an option, and if you 
moment and if your process and ethics are play very good competitive cricket, that’s do not have an option then why don’t you go 
right, you will do well.”Indian team under where they bowl at you.”India would now be out there like a warrior. 
the tutelage of Rahul Dravid is yet to finalise moving to England to play a white-ball tour That’s how I think. I was ready for that and 
the squad for the T20 World Cup and after the rescheduled Test match. Dravid has things were working my way. I am happy 
Hooda’s knock and his ability to access all said before that he would like to finalise the about that.”Asked about if he was elated 
parts of the ground provides a lot of 18-20 people for the ICC tournament in after his outings, Hooda said that it was 
flexibility to the batting unit.Asked about his Australia soon and the England tour would important to remain grounded.“I have 
approach against the short balls, Hooda be a litmus test for many players in the learned lately that a player should not be 
revealed that he loves to take them on.“I like Indian squad.

New Delhi 

the heart of a modern approach, 
which was considered to be data 
heavy, something very different 
from the ideas of English cricket at 
the time.

“I’m very happy with my decision. 
The day it hit me I was emotional, it 
was a difficult day, but since then 
I’ve been very content. I’d reached 
the end of the road.The World Cup is 
in October and the feeling that day, it 
felt a million miles away.”

Eoin Morgan will now join Sky’s 
commentary team and going 

international career till the T20 World Cup, forward wants to work in an administrative 
because it would have been everything position in English cricket.I don’t spend a 
against what he had stood for.“It goes 

lot of time in the boardroom, so I don’t know 
England captain Eoin Morgan against everything I stand for, I just would 

how that would work, but I’m doing a decided to hang up his boots on Tuesday, 29 have felt like an imposter,” he said, when 
course at the moment to allow me to sit on a June. The World Cup-winning captain, who asked about an England farewell  
board at some stage,” he said.also led the team to the final of 2016 T20 appearance.Morgan’s retirement news was 

A veteran of 248 ODI internationals, Morgan World Cup in India stated that it was time met with love and respect across English 
scored 7701 runs at an average of 39. He hit for him to move on.Morgan, who has been cricketing circles, who have held him in 

woefully out of touch for close to two years high regard since the 2015 debacle in the 14 centuries and 47 fifties. He was also a 
now said that he chose not to extend his ODI World Cup in Australia.Morgan was at part of 115 T20Is and 16 Test matches.

Felt a million miles away: England's Eoin Morgan on 
deciding to retire ahead of the T20 WC in Australia Indian batter Deepak Hooda became the 

fourth centurion for India in the T20 
format, after his breathtaking 104 off 57 
balls against Ireland at Malahide on 
Tuesday, 28 June. Hooda’s ability to 
access all parts of the ground without 
losing his shape awed the fans in the 
packed stadium in Ireland as India made 
merry and put up 225 runs in 20 overs, 
largely due to the partnership between 
Hooda and Sanju Samson.

With the T20 World Cup approaching in 
Australia later this year, and the initial 
India squad yet to be finalised, fans 
flocked to their social media to express 

their support for the Lucknow Super 
Giants batter who has been in stunning 
form since April 2022.

Hooda was awarded with a spot in the 
Indian side after his brilliant form in the 
IPL, a tournament where he was solely 
responsible for acceleration in the 
middle overs for LSG. The Rohtak born 
repaid the faith of the selectors, hitting a 
stroke filled 47 off 29 balls in the first 
match and then turning up with a 
century in the second one.

The player had the likes of Aakash Chopra 
and Sanjay Manjrekar in awe, who took 
to Twitter to express their support to the 
player.“Deepak Hooda owned this 
series. Totally. And he happens to be the 
man who’s not got enough chancesbut 
how do you accommodate him when the 
senior guys are back? Run-up to the 
World Cup is going to be really 
entertaining,” wrote Chopra.What a 
phenomenal rise it’s been for Deepak 
Hooda! Unique way of creating 
opportunities for big hitting. Steps out at 
the last second to surprise the seam 
bowlers.Ends up hitting boundaries off 
g o o d  b a l l s  b o w l e d  i n  t h e  
stumps.Nightmare for bowlers,” 
Manjrekar expressed.India have tough 
competition in the batting order going 
into the World Cup and it will be made 
further difficult if the squad, especially 
its senior members, remain fully fit. 
With the likes of Rohit Sharma, KL 
Rahul and Virat Kohli occupying the top 
three positions, it will be interesting to 
watch that how the Indian team manages 
to make its selection calls for the T20 
World Cup.

really help that much. It's pure, clean tennis. I 'New Delhi  Greek international, and the 
haven't had the privilege of starting fourth seed in the prestigious Wimbledon 
Wimbledon with a title before the week tournament, Stefanos Tsitsipas advanced to 
before. That gives me a lot of confidence on the second round of the competition, beating 
having a strong start this year. Points or no 188th ranked Alexander Ritschard on 
points, I approach it, I try and approach it the Tuesday evening, June 28.Tsitsipas, who 
same way. I'm playing for just the idea that comes fresh from his win at Mallorca against 
Wimbledon has to offer," the 23-year-old Roberto Bautista Agut, was given a scare in 
said.“Yeah, it made me kind of fall in love the first round of the grass court competition 
more with the surface. I like playing on grass. when Ritschard got a big lead in the first set. 
Having tournament wins on surfaces elevates As the memories of first round exits loomed smoothly, however, he lost the third set of the 
you, puts you in a better mood, as well. It is fresh in the minds of the Tennis fans, game 5-7. However, the crucial break did not 
very good for your self-esteem, and that's Tsitsipas just about did enough to eke out a do the 28-year-old any good, as Tsitsipas 
how I have been feeling. It's important to feel result, winning the match 7-6(1) 6-3 5-7 6- marched into the second set with ease, 
that way, especially when you are competing 4.The first few minutes of the match had w i n n i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  s e t  6 - 4  
at the highest level of tennis. You know, Tsitsipas wildly gesturing to himself, unable comfortably.Speaking after the game, the 
winning titles can really boost your to figure out his opponent, who had taken a 4- Greek said that he came into the competition 
confidence and help you capture bigger titles 1 lead. with a lot of confidence and was loving the 
later on in your career. You've got to start However, the pep talk seemed to have done the surface.“Well, it definitely helps having a 
small. You don't go big straightaway unless, I trick and the Greek international tore through victory before a big event like this. Grass 
don't know, unless we take girls as an his Swiss challenge to pick the first set 7-6. court here is completely different. It's 
example, they seem to be doing that As the game went through, it looked like the perfect. You never get misbounces, which 
straightaway.fourth seed was going to get this done sometimes can help and sometimes doesn't 

year, went through every emotion former world number one LONDON: Seven-time champion Serena 
in three hours and 11 minutes of Williams.Williams suffered a second straight 
drama and put her fans through the Wimbledon first-round exit as she was But right from the start it was clear 
wringer too.But in the end, a lack of stunned by French debutant Harmony Tan that statistics and reputations 
match sharpness proved too much in a late-night Centre Court epic on could be ignored.A succession of 
as another quest for a 24th Grand Tuesday.A year after the American retired wild errors off the Williams racket 
Slam title hit the buffers and the injured from what many feared would be handed Tan a 2-0 lead before she 
question is will she ever get another her last Wimbledon match, her return had found some rhythm to move 4-2 
chance.Tan, who had only ever been eagerly anticipated but 115th-ranked ahead. But Tan, whose subtle 
won two Grand Slam main draw Tan ripped up the script with a nerve- game belongs to a bygone era, 
matches compared to the 98 won at shredding 7-5 1-6 7-6(7) win.With the showed great court craft and broke 
Wimbledon alone by Williams, Centre Court roof closed for the final two the mighty Williams serve twice in 
could hardly believe what she had sets and the time approaching the 11pm succession on her way to 
done after clinching by far the Wimbledon curfew, Tan had one match snatching the opener.Williams 
biggest victory of her modest point snatched away when the 40-year-old broke serve after a lung-bustin 19-easier to accept than last year.
career."I'm so emotional now. Serena is a Williams served at 5-6 in a rollercoaster minute game early in the second set that had "It was definitely a very long battle and fight 
superstar and when I was young I was deciding set.But Tan, who had never played both players gasping and then saved four and it's definitely better than last year. That's 
watching her so many times on the TV," the a Wimbledon main draw match before let break points in the next game before rolling a start," Williams told reporters. "I think 
24-year-old said on court. "For my first alone against one of the game's greats on a through the rest of the set as Tan faded.physically I did pretty good. I think the last 
Wimbledon, it's wow. Just wow."When I fever-pitch showcourt, was not done. Leading 3-1 in the decider Williams seemed couple of points I was really suffering 
saw the draw I was really scared. Because Sticking to the slice and slow ball shots that in control but it was an illusion as Tan struck there."Asked if she would be back at 
it's Serena Williams, she's a legend. I had flummoxed Williams throughout an a beautiful backhand winner to break back Wimbledon, Williams was coy.
thought if I could win one or two games it absorbing duel, she clawed her way into a 9- for 3-3.Roared on by the crowd, Williams Despite wildcard Williams's notional ranking 
was really good for me."7 lead before sealing victory as Williams broke again at 4-4 and celebrated wildly as of 1,204, on paper the match looked like a 

While defeat, which by ranking of opponent netted a forehand.Williams, who had not if she had won the title, but again Tan mis-match.The 24-year-old Tan had only 
was the worst of her Wimbledon career, was played a singles match since retiring hurt showed true grit and broke back with chalked up nine Tour wins in her career and 
a bitter pill to swallow, Williams said it was against Aliaksandra Sasnovich here last another stunning backhand.none on grass compared to the 832 for 

It’s pure, clean tennis: Fourth Seed Stefanos 
Tsitsipas breaks first round hoodo at Wimbledon

New Delhi Former India batter VVS Laxman, 
o oversaw India's T20I series in the head 
coach role in Ireland, heaped praise on the 
Irish team, saying the fight shown by the 
hosts in the series, especially in the series 
finale in Dublin on Tuesday, June 28 
impressed him.

Laxman said it's exciting to see young talents 
coming to the fore in Ireland cricket after 
Andie Balbrinie's men gave India a stiff test 
in the 2nd T20I in which 446 runs were 
scored in 40 overs.Chasing a steep target of 
226, Ireland nearly got past the finish line as 
they finished just 4 runs short of India's total 
after a last-over thriller at the Malahide 
Cricket Club in Dublin on Tuesday. Captain 
Balbrinie hit a 37-ball 60 after opener Paul 
Stirling smashed 40 from just 18 balls.

Ireland were 142 for 4 in just the 14th over 
when 22-year-old Harry Tector, who had 
smashed an impressive fifty in the first T20I, 
joined hands with George Dockrell. The duo 
went on a six-hitting spree as there were a 
few nervous moments for the Indian camp in 
Dublin.While Tector hit a 28-ball 39, 
Dockrell led the fight at the death for Ireland, 
hitting 3 sixes and as many boundaries in his 
16-ball 34 before lower-order batter Mark 
Adair hit 12-ball 23 not out. However, with 
Umran Malik successfully defending 17 
runs in the final over, India completed a 2-0 
sweep of the series.Laxman, who heads the 
National Cricket Academy, travelled with 
the Indian T20I squad to fill in for Rahul 
Dravid, who is overseeing India's 
preparations for the rescheduled 5th Test 
against England, starting July 1 in 
Birmingham.Notably, India's win on 
Tuesday was set up Deepak Hooda, who hit 
his maiden T20I hundred and Sanju Samson, 
who shone on his comeback, hitting a 
quickfire 77 as India posted 225 on the 
board.

This was Alexander 

Ritschard’s first ever 

tour level match
The Swiss international 

bothered Stefanos 

Tsitsipas throughout the 

game
Tsitsipas predicted that 

the world will be seeing 

a lot more of the 28-

year-old

Wimbledon: Serena Williams stunned 
by Harmony Tan in first round

I had never opened in my life: Deepak Hooda explains 
‘warrior’ mentality behind success with Indian team

Kuala Lumpur  India's PV Sindhu got off to a 
winning start at the Malaysia Open Super 
750 tournament in Kuala Lumpur on 
Tuesday but veteran star Saina Nehwal was 
knocked out in the opening round.

Sindhu came through a tricky test against 
Thailand's Pornpawee Chochuwong in 
straight games. Sindhu looked sharp and 
switched on as she outclassed the World No. 
10 shuttler 21-13, 21-17 to book her place in 
the second round.Notably, Sindhu, seeded 
7th at the Malaysia Open, put behind the 
disappointmen4t of the opening-round loss 
at Indonesia Open from earlier this month to 
come up with a dominant display. Sindhu 
will next face another Thailand shuttler in 
Pitthiaporn Chaiwan in the second round and 
faces a potential quarter-final meeting 
against her nemesis Tai Tzu Ying.

SAINA EXITS, PARUPALLI PROGRESSES
Meanwhile, London Olympics bronze 

medallist Saina went down fighting against 
American Iris Wang, ranked 33rd in the 
world, 11-21 17-21 in 37 minutes.

It's been a series of disappointments for Saina, 
who has been hampered by fitness issues. 
The former World No. 1 has not managed to 
go past the second round in any of the 
tournaments she has played in 2022.

Meanwhile, veteran shuttler Parupalli 
Kashyap also progressed to the 2nd round in 
the men's singles field after beating Heo 
Kwang Hee of South Korea 21-12, 21-7.

On the other hand, B Sumeeth Reddy and 
Ashwini Ponnappa, who will be leading 
India's charge at the Commonwealth Games, 
also couldn't get past world number 21 
pairing of Robin Tabeling and Selena Piek of 
the Netherlands, losing 15-21, 21-19, 17-
21.Earlier on Tuesday, India's HS Prannoy 
progressed to the second round in men's 
singles after overcoming a stiff challenge 
from Malaysia's Daren Liew. However, Sai 
Praneeth and Sameer Verma were shown the 
door in the opening round.

Malaysia Open 2022: PV Sindhu 
gets off to a winning start, Saina 
Nehwal knocked out early

New Delhi Indian opener Sanju Samson 
smashed 77 off 42 balls against Ireland in the 
second T20I against Ireland in Malahide on 
Tuesday, 28 June. Samson, alongside 
Deepak Hooda, shared the largest T20I stand 
for India, putting 176 runs between them, 
beating the earlier best of Rohit Sharma and 
KL Rahul of 165 runs against Sri Lanka in 
2017.

Touted to do great things when he debuted in 
2015, Samson’s career has been hit and miss 
for India. He has never quite been able to put 
strong performances on a consistent basis, 
which ended up translating into just 14 
outings in the T20I format in the last seven 
years.However, that did not stop the crowd 
from giving Samson a loud cheer when 
captain Hardik Pandya announced his name 
at the toss, and the Rajasthan Royals captain 
paid back the trust with an exhilarating 77 off 
42. In an innings where he played the second 
fiddle to Deepak Hooda’s 104 off 57, 
Samson hit nine boundaries and four sixes. 
He was outfoxed by Mark Aidar with a 
slower yorker which finished his outing in 
the second ball of the 17th over.Over the 
years, Samson has course corrected himself 
from a batter with supreme talent, to a mature 
team player with the ability to play mind 
boggling shots. He has been on the money 
with his batting at the Rajasthan Royals, a 
form he brought into the national side.

Run up to T20 WC will be entertaining: 
Deepak Hooda’s magical form keeps 
selectors on the edge of  their seats

England’s World Cup 
winning captain, 
someone who is well 
regarded for changing 
the culture of white-ball 
cricket in the country, 
Eoin Morgan decided to 
call time on his career.

Ireland vs India: VVS Laxman 
impressed with Irish fight in 
last-over thriller in 2nd T20I

Been a long time coming: Fans 
elated after Sanju Samson 
scores his maiden T20I half-
century for India
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New Delhi. The indigenously developed 
Laser-Guided Anti-Tank Guided Missile 
(ATGM) was test fired from Main Battle 
Tank (MBT) Arjun by Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
at KK Ranges with support of ACC&S 
Ahmednagar on Tuesday.

In this test, the ATGM hit the bull’s eye 
with textbook precision and successfully 
defeated the target at minimum ranges. 
Telemetry systems recorded the 
satisfactory flight performance of the 
missile.

The all-indigenous ATGM employs a 
tandem High Explosive Anti-Tank 
(HEAT) warhead to defeat Explosive 
Reactive Armour (ERA) protected 
armoured vehicles. The ATGM has been 
developed with multi-platform launch 
capability and is currently undergoing 
technical evaluation trials from 120 mm 
rifled gun of MBT Arjun.

w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  minimum to maximum range has been Engaging the target at lower ranges is a 
accomplished by the ATGM for MBT established. Earlier, the trials have been challenge due to the dimensional 
Arjun. With today’s trial the ATGM’s successful for maximum range.constraints of tank launched ATGMs, 
capability to engage targets from 

NEWS BOX

It's your turn now: Sacked BJP leader Naveen Jindal 
shares threat mails with video of Udaipur beheading

IMD issues red 
alert for North 

Bengal, moderate 
rain forecast for 

Kolkata

Keel-laying ceremony 
of 7th ship of Indian 
Navy’s prestigious 

P17A held in Mumbai

Kolkata. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has issued a red alert for 
North Bengal as high intercity rainfall is 
expected in the next couple of days. A 
heavy to very heavy rain warning has been 
issued for many parts of northern districts 
of West Bengal. There may be heavy rains 
in some districts of South Bengal, the 
weather office said on Tuesday in a bulletin.

It stated, warning of heavy to very heavy rain 
had been issued in Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, 
Alipurduar, Coochbihar, Kalimpong and 
North Dinajpur for Tuesday and 
Wednesday. There may be heavy rain in 
South Dinajpur. Red alerts have been 
issued in these districts. It is feared that 
landslides may occur in the hilly areas due 
to rain.

Since Tuesday morning, incidents of 
landslides have been reported in many parts 
of the hills. Due to continuous heavy rains, 
National Highway No 10 connecting West 
Bengal with Sikkim collapsed near Pagla 
Jhora. As a result of the landslide, all kinds 
of traffic were stopped on that road. It is 
learned that the administration is also 
facing problems in making the roads work 
normally due to the continuous rain.

On the other hand, South Bengal, including 
Kolkata, is likely to receive light to 
moderate rains. Heavy rains are forecast in 
Purulia, Bankura, West Burdwan, Birbhum 
and Murshidabad on Wednesday. Met 
officials stated on Tuesday.

Laser-guided anti-tank missile 
successfully tested from Arjun tank

conduct a floor test.The Supreme Court, in advice of the council of ministers, headed by New Delhi.  With the Governor of 
the Shivraj Singh Chouhan and others- a Chief Minister when they believed that Maharashtra, Bhagat Singh Koshyari, 
ve r sus -Speaker,  Madhya  Pradesh  dissolving the assembly was not in the asking Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray to 
Legislative Assembly and others, upheld the interest of the nation.prove his majority on the floor of the house 
powers of the Speaker in 2020 to call for a on Thursday, all eyes will be on the Supreme The Supreme Court had also defined the ambit 
floor test if there is prima facie proof that the court now as the CM’s faction of the Shiv of the discretionary power of a Governor for 
government has lost its majority.Sena has challenged the decision. the first time in 1974 in the Samsher Singh-

In this case, the court had said, "The intention vs-State of Punjab case.The Governor’s order came after his late-night 
behind a trust vote was to enable the elected meeting with former Maharashtra Chief Similarly, in the Rameshwar Prasad and 
representatives to determine whether the Minister Devendra Fadnavis. others-vs-Union of India, 2006 case, the top 
Council of Ministers commanded the court clarified that the discretion a Governor Over the years, the Supreme court has 
confidence of the House. It was the MLAs, could exercise under Article 163 rested on a intervened to order floor tests to overcome 
and not the Governor, who took the ultimate “compelling necessity”.deadlocks in various states. Though the court 
call whether a government should stay in independent call when the advice comes in the past has always preferred a floor test, it In its 2020 ruling, the Supreme Court had also 
power or not."from a chief minister whose majority could may defer the present one as the matter of discussed the right of a political party to 

When the House is in session, the Speaker calls be in question.disqualification of 16 MLAs is pending access captive MLAs who were whisked 
for a floor test. But when the Assembly is not before it. looks at the power of the Governor away to a resort. While the court did not There is an exception to this rule — If the 
in session, the Governor’s residuary powers and the precedents set by the top court in allow such a right, it underlined that the Governor feels that a government has lost its 
under Article 163 allow him to call for a floor such political crises. MLAs were entitled to decide for themselves majority and is clinging to office by not 
test. whether they wanted to continue to be holding a session of the legislature, he may POWER OF THE GOVERNOR

WHAT THE SUPREME COURT HAS members of the House when they lacked have the assembly convened.Under Article 174(2)(b) of the Constitution, 
DONE IN THE PAST faith in the incumbent government in the According to the Supreme Court’s 2016 the Governor has the power to dissolve the 

state. But that, the Court said, must be done The 2013 judgment by the top court stated that Nabam Rabia-vs-Arunachal Pradesh Assembly with the aid and advice of the 
on the floor of the House.Governors were not bound by the aid and Speaker case ruling, the Governor can Cabinet. However, the Governor can take an 

Maharashtra political crisis: Can the Supreme Court stay a floor test ordered by the 
Governor? What has been its stance in the past?  explains.

Explained | Maharashtra political crisis: Can 
Supreme Court stay floor test?

New Delhi. The keel-laying ceremony for the 
seventh ship (Y- 12654) of the prestigious P17A of 
the Indian Navy was held on Tuesday, June 28, by 
Rear Admiral GK Harish, Director General Naval 
Design (Surface Ship Group) at Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Ltd in Mumbai.

The ceremony was performed in the presence of 
senior officials of the Indian Navy and MDL. Keel-
laying is a major milestone activity in the 
construction of ships, symbolising the formal 
commencement of the erection process of warships 
on the building berth.

Seven Frigates under the P17A class are being 
constructed, of which four are being constructed at 
MDL and three in GRSE with MDL as lead yard. 
The P17A class frigates are being built using 
indigenously developed steel and fitted with 
weapons and sensors along with an Integrated 
Platform Management System.

The construction of these vessels is a major boost for 
AatmaNirbhar Bharat and India’s Make in India 
commitment with orders for equipment and 
systems on indigenous firms including MSMEs 
amounting to indigenous content to the order of 
75%.

Construction of P17A ships differ in the very concept 
of warship building by way of adoption of the 
modern technology ‘Integrated Construction (IC)’ 
where the blocks are pre-outfitted before joining to 
reduce the build period of warships. When 
commissioned, the platforms will enhance the 
combat capability of the Indian Naval fleet.

several nations for a boycott of New Delhi. A day after a man was 
Indian products.beheaded in Udaipur over a social 

media post in support of suspended Jindal said that he has informed the 
BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma, Delhi Police about the incident 
expelled BJP leader Naveen Kumar and has asked them to take the case 
Jindal shared screenshots on social into immediate consideration.
media of the death threats that he U D A I P U R  S H O P K E E P E R  
allegedly received on Wednesday MURDER
morning. Two men murdered a Hindu tailor in 

Taking to Twitter, Jindal said that he Rajasthan’s Udaipur on Tuesday 
had received three threatening and posted videos online that said 
emails at 6:43 am along with a video they were avenging an insult to 
showing the beheading of Udaipur Islam after the victim had addresses posted on social media. A 
tailor Kanhaiya Lal attached to it. He allegedly made social media posts in million-dollar bounty has been placed 
said that similar threats of beheading him support of suspended BJP spokesperson for killing me.”
and his family were made in the emails. Nupur Sharma.The BJP high command expelled Delhi 

Earlier this month, the sacked BJP leader The murder triggered outrage and stray BJP's media in-charge Naveen Kumar 
had alleged that he had been receiving incidents of violence in the state, where Jindal from primary membership of the 
death threats ever since his controversial prohibitory orders have been clamped party and suspended Nupur Sharma over 
r e m a r k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P r o p h e t  for a month. Curfew has been imposed their controversial remarks on Prophet 
Muhammad. till further orders in seven police station Muhammad after Gulf countries 

Jindal had told India Today, “I am areas of Udaipur city. The two accused expressed outrage over the comments 
receiving death threats through the have been arrested.and calls emerged on social media across 

No road widening 
inside Bandipur 
Tiger Reserve, 

clarifies BJP MLA 
after wildlife activist 

raises objection
Bengaluru. Karnataka BJP MLA Niranjan 

Kumar from Gundlupet Assembly 
Constituency had written a letter to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on June 20 
requesting him to widen NH-766 and also to 
place a divider on the road to avoid 
accidents. The letter received opposition 
from wildlife activists and conservationists 
who pointed out that this highway passes 
through the Bandipur Tiger Reserve.

Speaking to India Today, Niranjan Kumar 
said, "There is a divider from Nanjangud to 
Gundulpet. Vehicles coming from both 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala use this stretch. I've 
requested them (NHAI) to install a divider 
between the road and not to widen it because 
there have been a lot of accidents being 
reported in this place in recent days."

In the letter, Niranjan mentioned that a divider 
should be installed and the road should be 
widened on NH-766 from Nanjangud to 
Kerala border via Gundlupet. Wildlife 
Activist Joseph Hoover said, "Dividers 
should be installed from Begur to the forest 
gate, but inside the forest it is a critical 
wildlife area and a divider cannot be 
installed in that place. Wildlife areas should 
be left as it is without any disturbance. We 
are already suffering from extreme climate 
events and we cannot be losing our forests 
all the time."

Govt directs anti-terror agency NIA to take over 
Udaipur killing case, says all links to be probed

New Delhi. The Ministry of Home member NIA team to Udaipur 
Affairs has ordered the National soon after the incident.
Investigation Agency (NIA) to “MHA has directed the National 
take over the probe into the grisly Investigation Agency (NIA) to 
murder of a Hindu shopkeeper in take over the investigation of the 
Rajasthan’s Udaipur. brutal murder of Shri Kanhaiya 

The anti-terror agency will Lal Teli committed at Udaipur, 
investigate the involvement of Rajas than yes terday.  The 
any extremist or terror outfits and involvement of any organisation 
foreign conspiracies in the case. and international links will be 

thoroughly investigated,” the A tailor, identified as Kanhaiya Lal, 
Home Minister’s Office said in a was murdered on Tuesday by two 
tweet today.men who chopped his head off 

and later uploaded a video Meanwhile, Kanhaiya Lal’s killing 
admitting to killing the man over triggered outrage and stray cases 
a social media post in support of of violence in Udaipur, a part of 
former BJP spokesperson Nupur which was placed under curfew. 
Sharma. Prohibitory orders banning 

people from assembling were The two accused were arrested by 
clamped across the state for a police and the Rajasthan Police 
month and mobile internet formed a special investigation 
services suspended for the next team (SIT) to probe the matter. 
24 hours.The Centre had dispatched a four-

Eye-opener for people 
who trust 'others': 
Bengal BJP leader 

Suvendu Adhikari on 
Udaipur beheading

New Delhi. The gruesome murder of a Hindu 
shopkeeper in Rajasthan’s Udaipur was an 
eye-opener for people who trust “others”, 
said West Bengal BJP leader Suvendu 
Adhikari on Wednesday.

Taking to Twitter, Adhikari condoled the 
man’s death, writing, “I pay my respects to 
Sri Kanhaiya Lal of Udaipur; Rajasthan and 
pray that his departed soul attains eternal 
peace. His martyrdom is certainly an eye-
opener for people like us who live in 
harmony, trusting 'others'.”

He also approved of the Union Home 
Ministry’s to order a probe by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) into the matter.

Kanhaiya Lal, a tailor by trade, was beheaded 
by two men armed with cleavers, who 
recorded the attack and uploaded the video 
on social media. The accused had posted 
videos online stating that they were 
avenging an insult to Islam over the victim’s 
past posts supporting Nupur Sharma, the 
BJP spokesperson who was suspended for 
her controversial remarks on Prophet 
Muhammad.

The incident triggered communal tension in 
Udaipur, with curfew being imposed in the 
city, internet suspended, and prohibitory 
orders clamped across the state of Rajasthan 
for a month.

The men who allegedly carried out the 
daylight murder posted videos online 
admitting to the crime and were arrested by 
police.

Expelled BJP functionary Naveen Kumar Jindal shared on social media that he had received death 
threats with the video of the Udaipur tailor being beheaded attached to it.

The Centre has ordered the National Investigation Agency (NIA) to take over the probe into the grisly 
murder of a Hindu shopkeeper in Rajasthan’s Udaipur.

The keel-laying ceremony 
of the 7th ship of the 

Indian Navy’s prestigious 
P17A was held in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Thursday, 30 June, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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