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Chhatarpur.  As the monsoon storms bear down on India,
a dedicated group of women hope that after years of back-
breaking labour, water shortages will no longer leave their
village high and dry.India is struggling to meet the water
needs of its 1.4 billion people -- a problem worsening as cli-
mate change makes weather patterns more unpredictable.
Few places have it tougher than Bundelkhand where scarce
water supplies have pushed despairing farmers on the plains
to give up their lands and take up precarious work in the
cities."Our elders say that this stream used to run full
throughout the year, but now there is not a single drop," said
Babita Rajput while guiding AFP past a bone-dry fissure in
the earth near her village."There is a water crisis in our area,"
she added. "All our wells have dried up."Three years ago, Ms
Rajput joined Jal Saheli ("Friends of Water"), a volunteer net-
work of around 1,000 women working across Bundelkhand to
rehabilitate and revive disappeared water sources. Together
they carry rocks and mix concrete to build dams, ponds and
embankments to catch the fruits of the June monsoon, a sea-
son which accounts for about 75 percent of India's annual
rainfall.Agrotha, where Ms Rajput lives, is one of more than
300 villages where women are chalking out plans for new
catchment sites, reservoirs and waterway revitalisations. Ms
Rajput said their work had helped them retain monsoon rain-

water for longer and revive half a dozen water bodies around
their village. Though not yet self-sufficient, Agrotha's resi-
dents are no longer among the roughly 600 million Indians
that a government think-tank says face acute water shortages
daily. The women's efforts provide a rare glimmer of hope as
national shortages worsen. Water utilities in the capital New
Delhi fail to meet demand in summer, with trucks regularly
travelling into slums to supply residents unable to draw water
from their taps.

How Bundelkhand Women Are Trying To
Revive Disappeared Water Bodies

12 killed, 31.54 lakh affected as
Assam flood situation worsens

Guwahati. The flood situation in Assam remained dire on
Wednesday, with 12 more people killed in the deluge in the previ-
ous 24 hours. Cachar and Chirang districts each reported two
deaths, while Barpeta, Biswanath, Darrang, Dhemaji, Golaghat,
Kamrup Metropolitan, Lakhimpur, and Nagaon each reported
one. The 12 new fatalities bring the state's flood and landslide
death toll to 151 in less than three months. On the other hand, the
current floods have displaced over 31.54 lakh people across 26
Assam districts. Bajali, Barpeta, Biswanath, Cachar, Chirang,
Darrang, Dhemaji, Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Dima Hasao, Goalpara,
Golaghat, Hailakandi, Hojai, Kamrup, Kamrup Metropolitan,
Karimganj, Lakhimpur, Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon, Nalbari,
Sonitpur, Tamulpur, Tinsukia, and Udalguri are among the affect-
ed districts. Cachar remained the worst-hit district for the second
day in a row, with nearly 14.31 lakh people affected by the calami-
ty's devastation. The floods have affected at least 7,25,306 people
in Silchar alone. On Wednesday, several areas in Southern Assam
town were inundated for the tenth day in a row. Over 5.49 lakh
people in Barpeta are experiencing days of misery, while nearly
5.20 lakh people in Nagaon are suffering as floodwaters pour into
their villages. The Brahmaputra and its tributaries have flooded
2,675 villages and submerged 91,349 hectares of cropland. aThe
Army, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), Assam Police Fire and Emergency
Services (F&ES) personnel, and other volunteers have been
working around the clock to rescue the stranded people and pro-
vide all-out assistance. The floods have damaged thousands of
houses, scores of roads, several bridges, and irrigation canals, as
well as causing breaches in many embankments throughout the
state's affected districts. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Rajesh Mann S/o Late
Bhagwan Singh R/o 490, Near
Corporation Bank, Alipur, North
West, Delhi 110036 has debarred
his daughter Shweta from his all
movable immovable properties
and severe all relations with her,
due to her misconduct, misbe-
haviour. I shall not be responsible
for any acts, deeds any things
done by her. Any person dealing
with her, then they will be self
responsible.

Vipul Upadhyay
Advocate

Ch. No.232, Rohni Courts,
New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that my client
Mr. Parveen Kapoor S/o Mr.
Jaswant Rai Kapoor is the
owner of Freehold Commercial
Shop area measuring 27 sq.,
yds., part of House No. 46,
New No. 698/7, Situated at
waka abadi Jacumpura,
Gurgaon, under Nagar Nigam
Gurgaon, Haryana.  Vide Sale
Deed dated 07/07/2021 duly
registered in the office of SR
Gurugram, as Doc No. 2021,
Book No. 01, Dated
07/07/2021. In the Chain
Document Surviving member
Certificate of Late Mrs. Krishan
Devi, is not available, now our
client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have
any right over the said proper-
ty. and same property is going
to be financed by Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank Limited,
SCO-36, Sector-15, Part-20
HUDA Market, Gurugram-
122001. If any person(s) have
any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or
interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 7 days
from the date of Publication of
this notice and or the same to
the undersigned if found by
any one. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our client
Mr. Bhupesh Kumar is the
owners of Freehold
Commercial Shop No. LG-17,
on Lower Ground floor, having
super area measuring 206 Sq.,
ft., Situated in the Commercial
Complex Namely known as
Lakshmi Bazar, Vijay Park,
Gurugram, Haryana. vide
Transfer deed dated
27.01.2022 as Doc No. 9882,
in Book No. 1, Volume No.
61/1801, on Pages 158.5/81 to
83, SR-Gurgaon Our client has
lost/Misplace his Original Sale
deed dated 30.09.1996 It. was
executed in favour of Mrs.
Bimla Devi Now our client is
declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right
over the said property. and
now same property is going to
be financed by and now the
same property is going to be
financed by DCB Bank Ltd.,
Branch Karol Bagh, New Delhi. 
If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the right, title or
interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days
from the date of Publication of
this notice and or the same to
the undersigned if found by
any one. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I, NEERAJ KUMAR S/O
JAGDISH PRAKASH residing
at RZ-220A, DHARAMPURA
PHASE-1, NAJAFGARH,
DWARKA, DELHI-110043
have changed my name to
NEERAJ KAUSHIK for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Prakesha Garg D/o Vishal
Garg R/o H.No-7, 3rd Floor,
Block-6, South Patel Nagar,
Delhi-110008, have changed
my name to Preksha Garg for
all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJ RANI W/o OM
PRAKASH R/O VILL-RAJ MATI
PUR, PO-SANGI PUR, TEH-
AJAHRA LAL GANJ, DIST-
PRATAP GARH, (UP)-230139,
have changed my name from
RAJ RANI to RAJ RANI PAL for
all future purposes vide affidavit
dated 29/06/2022 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sonu Kumar s/o Attar Singh R/o
H. No. J-99, NH-IV, Adarsh Colony,
Near Adarsh Nagar, Thana,
Faridabad-121001, Haryana,
have changed my name to Sonu
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SINISAJI W/O   SAJI MON
MATHEWresiding at   43-C,
POCKET-A, DILSHAD
GARDEN, DELHI- 110095,
DELHI, INDIA have changed
my name to SINI MOL SAJI
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAJI MONMATHEW S/O
P.L. MATHEW residing at
43-C, POCKET-A, DIL-
SHAD GARDEN, DELHI-
110095, DELHI, INDIA have
changed my name to SAJI
MON MATHEW for all future
purpose.
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public opposition to China's uncompromising 
r u l e  o v e r  t h e  c i t y. P a t r i o t i s m  o n  
displayAuthorities have tightly restricted 
media coverage of Xi's visit, with the 
government barring multiple journalists from 
covering events around it.As of Wednesday, 
AFP has confirmed that 13 local and 
international journalists were denied 
accreditation to cover the handover 
celebrations.Two AFP reporters were among 
those rejected, with a government official 
citing unspecified "security reasons". A third 
AFP reporter was later granted accreditation.
The Hong Kong Journalists Association 
expressed "deep regret" at the rejections and 
said the quarantine and testing requirements 
reporters were made to undergo made staff 
substitutions difficult.The government told 
media the decision was "a balance as far as 
possible between the needs of media work and 
security requirements".Police on Tuesday 
announced large-scale road closures on Hong 
Kong island and temporarily banned the flying Hong Kong: Chinese President Xi Jinping is neighbouring Shenzhen on the mainland, Hong Kong's few remaining opposition of drones in the entire city, citing security expected to visit Hong Kong Thursday, according to local media.Those coming into groups, said it will not demonstrate on July 1 concerns.Select sites across the financial hub prompting a massive security effort ahead of Xi's orbit during the trip, including the after national security officers spoke with have also been closed off, including the high-celebrations marking the 25th anniversary of highest-ranking government officials, have volunteers associated with the group. speed rail terminus, a performance venue for the city's handover to communist China. been made to limit their social contacts, take And Hong Kong's top polling group Chinese opera and Hong Kong's Science Park.Government leaders have been forced into a daily PCR tests and check into a quarantine announced that it would delay publishing the A number of Science Park workers told AFP closed-loop system, parts of the city shut hotel in the days leading up to the visit."To results of a survey that gauged government they had not received any notification about a down, and multiple journalists barred from play safe, if we are going to meet the popularity "in response to suggestions from visit by Xi but said they were told to work from Friday events that will showcase the paramount leader and other leaders in close relevant government departments after their home on Thursday.Authorities have also Communist Party's control over the city after a quarters, I think it is worthwhile to go into the risk assessment".The July 1 handover sought to portray an image of public support political crackdown that dismantled a closed-loop arrangements," veteran pro- anniversary in Hong Kong has traditionally for the celebrations, including with mass democracy movement and crushed dissent. Beijing politician Regina Ip told AFP. been marked by tens of thousands taking to the displays of Hong Kong and China flags draped Details around the trip, Xi's first outside Authorities have moved to eliminate any streets in peaceful rallies every year.But mass across dozens of public housing estates.mainland China since the Covid-19 pandemic potential source of embarrassment during Xi's gatherings have essentially disappeared in At one estate, a 26-year-old resident surnamed began, have been kept under wraps, but he is time in the city, with national security police Hong Kong over the past few years under a Chan complained at small flags that had been expected to make appearances in Hong Kong making at least nine arrests over the past mixture of coronavirus restrictions and a placed outside every floor at a stairwell. "It is on Thursday and Friday.However, the Chinese week.The League of Social Democrats, one of security crackdown aimed at eliminating any unnecessary and too much," he told AFP.leader will likely spend the night in 

NEWS BOX

Russians fight to encircle Ukraine’s last eastern stronghold
while draining the Russian forces of Amstor shopping center Wednesday morning Kremenchuk. Russian forces battled 
manpower and resources.Avril Haines, the US in hope of finding missing loved ones.Wednesday to surround the Ukrainian 
director of national intelligence, said Russia military’s last stronghold in a long-contested “This is pure genocide,” local resident Tatiana 
“may think time is on its side” due to the eastern province, as shock reverberated from a Chernyshova said while going to lay flowers 
escalating costs borne by the West and fatigue Russian airstrike on a shopping mall that killed at the site. “Such things cannot happen in the 
as the war grows longer. The most likely at least 18 in the center of the country two days 21st century.”“We need to engage everyone to 
scenario predicted by American intelligence, earlier.Moscow’s battle to wrest the entire help stop the war, help us fight these scum — 
Haines said, is a “grinding struggle” in which Donbas region from Ukraine saw Russian these Russian aggressors,” Chernyshova said.
Russia consolidates its hold over southern forces pushing toward two villages south of Psychologists working at the site with 
Ukraine by the fall.The US correctly predicted Lysychansk while Ukrainian troops fought to families said they were trying to help people 
Russia would invade Ukraine in February, but prevent their encirclement.Britain’s defense come to terms with their loss.“We are trying Kremenchuk where Ukrainian authorities say 
was wrong in assessing that it would quickly ministry said Russian forces were making to help them release their emotions now, as 20 people remain missing.Ukrainian State 
seize Kyiv. Speaking at an event in “incremental advances” in their offensive to later it becomes harder and much more Emergency Services press officer Svitlana 
Washington on Wednesday, Haines said capture Lysychansk, the last city in the painful,” said one psychologist, who did not Rybalko told The Associated Press that along 
Russian President Vladimir Putin “has Luhansk province under Ukrainian control give his name as he was not authorized to with the 18 people killed, investigators found 
effectively the same political goals that he had following the retreat of Ukraine’s forces from speak to the press.After the attack on the mall, fragments of eight more bodies. It was not 
previously, which is to say that he wants to take the neighboring city of Sievierodonetsk. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy immediately clear whether that meant there 

Russian troops and their separatist allies most of Ukraine” and push it away from accused Russia of becoming a “terrorist” state. were more victims. A number of survivors 
control 95% of Luhansk and about half of Nato.We perceive a disconnect between On Wednesday, he reproached Nato for not suffered severed limbs.“The police cannot say 
Donetsk, the two provinces that make up the Putin’s near-term military objectives in this embracing or equipping his embattled country for sure how many (victims) there are. So we 
mostly Russian-speaking Donbas.The latest area and his military’s capacity, a kind of more fully.“The open-door policy of Nato are finding not the bodies but the fragments of 
assessment by the Institute for the Study of mismatch between his ambitions and what the shouldn’t resemble old turnstiles on Kyiv’s bodies,” Rybalko said. “Now we are clearing 
War, a Washington-based think tank, said the military is able to accomplish,” Haines said. subway, which stay open but close when you at the very epicenter of the blast. Here, we 

Meanwhile, crews continued to search through Ukrainians were likely in a fighting approach them until you pay,” Zelenskyy told practically cannot find bodies as such.”
the rubble of the shopping mall in withdrawal to seek more defensible positions Nato leaders meeting in Madrid.Several families stood by what was left of the 

US plans to expand military 
presence in Europe amid 
Russia threat
Madrid President Joe Biden said Wednesday 
the U.S. will significantly expand its military 
presence in Europe, the latest example of 
how Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
reshaped plans for the continent’s security 
and prompted a reinvestment in NATO.
Among the changes will be a permanent U.S. 
garrison in Poland, for the first time, creating 
an enduring American foothold on the 
alliance’s eastern flank. Biden also said the 
U.S. would send two additional squadrons of 
F-35 fighter jets to the United Kingdom and 
more air defenses and other capabilities to 
Germany and Italy.
“The United States will enhance our force 
posture in Europe and respond to the 
changing security environment as well as 
strengthening our collective security,” he 
said during a meeting with NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg at the alliance’s 
annual leaders summit in Madrid.
The dry language belied the dramatic shift 
under way as the U.S. prepares to keep 
100,000 troops in Europe for the 
“foreseeable future,” up from 80,000 before 
the war in Ukraine began.Stoltenberg, who 
earlier Wednesday said the alliance was 
facing its biggest challenge since World War 
II because of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
welcomed Biden’s announcement.This 
really demonstrates your decisive leadership 
and strength in the trans-Atlantic bond,” 
Stoltenberg said, thanking Biden for 
“unwavering support from you and from the 
United States to Ukraine.”The expanding 
U.S. military presence is still far short of its 
numbers during the Cold War, when roughly 
300,000 American troops, on average, were 
stationed in the region. But it signals a 
renewed focus on European security. And the 
U.S. announcement is bolstered by other 
commitments made by allies on the 
continent.NATO plans to increase the size of 
its rapid reaction force from 40,000 to 
300,000 troops by next year. Although the 
troops would be based in their home 
countries, they would be ready to deploy 
further east, where the alliance will stockpile 
equipment and ammunition.

Hong Kong On High Alert Ahead Of Xi Jinping's Expected Visit

Alleged truck driver who 

posed as victim arrested 

over migrant deaths in US

SAN ANTONIO The suspected 
driver of a truck packed with 
dozens of migrants who died in 
sweltering heat during a smuggling 
attempt in Texas this week was 
charged in U.S. federal court on 
Wednesday with a single count of 
migrant smuggling resulting in 
death.
Homero Zamorano Jr, 45, a Texas 
native, was arrested on Monday 
near the scene of the incident after 
he tried to pose as a survivor of the 
tragedy, which left 53 migrants 
dead and ranks as the greatest loss 
of life ever from a single human 
trafficking incident in the United 
States.If convicted, he could face a 
maximum sentence of life in prison 
or possibly the death penalty, the 
U.S. Justice Department said in 
announcing the charges.Also 
detained as a co-defendant in the 
case on Wednesday was Christian 
Martinez, 28, who was arrested on 
Tuesday and was charged with one 
count of conspiracy to illegally 
transport migrants resulting in 
death.Federal prosecutors said 
Martinez was linked to the ill-fated 
smuggling operation through 
communications with Zamorano 
detected between the two men after 
a search by investigators of 
Zamorano's mobile phone.The 
tractor-trailor truck packed with 
migrants from Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador was 
discovered abandoned on Monday 
in a desolate, industrial area near a 
highway on the outskirts of San 
Antonio, Texas, about 160 miles 
(250 km) north of the U.S.-Mexico 
border.Temperatures in the area 
that day had soared as high as 103 
Fahrenheit (39.4 Celsius), and 
authorities called to the scene 
found no water supplies or signs of 
working air-conditioning inside the 
cargo trailer.Officials described 
finding the rear door to the trailer 
ajar with "stacks of bodies" inside, 
many of them hot to the touch. 
Other victims were discovered on 
the ground nearby. 

W a s h i n g t o n :  I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n  
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi has won 
the Democratic primary from Illinois with a 
decisive mandate, successfully overcoming a 
highly communal campaign run by his 
opponent Junaid Ahmed.Mr Krishnamoorthi, 
who is very popular in the eighth 
Congressional District of Illinois, defeated 
Junaid Ahmed with over 71 per cent of the 
votes."I am honoured that the Democratic 
pr imary voters  in  I l l inois '  e ighth  
Congressional District voted in an 
overwhelming and decisive fashion in 
support of my re-election campaign for 
Congress," Mr Krishnamoorthi said.
"My constituents want peace, progress and 
prosperity. In Congress, I have for the middle 
class, for women's reproductive rights, and 
against inflation and increasing gas prices. 

Hong Kong 
authorities have 
moved to 
eliminate any 
potential source of 
embarrassment 
during Xi 
Jinping's time in 
the city.

2015 Islamist attacks on Paris: Main 
suspect handed life sentence

also for the time it devoted to allowing victims to 
testify in detail about their ordeal and their 
struggles in overcoming it, while families of 
those killed spoke of how hard it was to move on.
Thirteen other defendants, 10 of whom were also 
in custody, were also in the courtroom alongside 
Abdeslam at the hearings.
The court found them guilty of crimes ranging 
from helping provide the attackers with weapons 
or cars to planning to take part in the attack. Six 
more, tried in absentia and believed to be dead, 
were also found guilty.

Arthur Denouveaux, a survivor of the Bataclan Some of those judged in absentia were also 
attack, where 90 people died, called it a fair sentenced to life in prison, as was Mohamed Paris  A French court on Wednesday handed a life 
ruling."It will help us," Denouveaux, who heads a Abrini, who was meant to be the 10th member of sentence to the lone survivor of the Islamist squad 
victims' association, told reporters, while adding: the commando unit until he backed off a few days that killed 130 people in a night of carnage across 
"it's not healing everything." before the attacks. Unlike Abdeslam, Abrini will Paris, bringing some closure to survivors and a 
A defiant Abdeslam had said at the start of the trial qualify for possible early release after 22 years.country whose psyche was left scarred.
that he was a "soldier" of Islamic State, which has The other defendants were sentenced to shorter Salah Abdeslam was found guilty on terrorism 
claimed responsibility for the attacks.He later jail terms. Several will not go back to prison as the and murder charges, with no possibility of early 
apologised to the victims and said during the trial time spent in preventive custody will be deducted release, the most severe criminal sentence 
that he had chosen at the last minute not to from their sentence.possible in France and one handed out only four 
detonate his explosive vest. But, based on the times previously. "This is important for the victims," Catherine 
investigations and hearings, the court ruled Szwarc, a lawyer representing some of the Nineteen other men judged for helping organise 
otherwise."The court considered that the victims, said of the guilty verdicts.the November 13, 2015 attacks that targeted the 
explosive vest malfunctioned," judge Jean-Louis Bataclan music hall, six bars and restaurants and But for some victims, the end of a long, intense 
Peries said. Abdeslam is "guilty of being a the Stade de France sports stadium were also all trial stirred some mixed feelings.
member of a terrorist network," he also said.found guilty."Justice has been served," Paris "There is also a little bit of fear," Denouveaux had 
The ruling can be appealed, and some lawyers of mayor Anne Hidalgo said."Against inhumanity, told Reuters ahead of the verdict. The trial "filled 
the accused hinted they would do so. The 120-it's our democracy's strength to respond with our lives for the past 10 months and what will 
page text of the ruling is set to be made public on justice to the attacks that plunged our city and our replace it? But we have overcome a terrorist 
Thursday.It has been a trial like no others, not country in mourning. Paris remembers and will attack, it will be easier to overcome the emptiness 
only for its exceptional length of 10 months, but always stand by the victims and their families." following the trial.”

Putin would not have embarked on Ukraine war if he were a woman: British PM Boris Johnson
London Russian President Vladimir Putin would During the recent G7 Summit in Germany, leaders -- Russia’s second richest man and owner of 
not have embarked on a “crazy, macho war” of the powerful bloc mocked Putin over his major conglomerate Interros.Potanin continues to 
against Ukraine if he were a woman, British infamous bare-chested picture atop a horse. amass wealth as he supports Putin’s regime, 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said. acquiring Rosbank, and shares in Tinkoff Bank in Asked about Johnson's remarks, the prime 

the period since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the In an interview with the German media at the end minister's official spokesman said that "there is 
FCDO said.Anna Tsivileva, Putin’s cousin and of the G7 Summit in Schloss Elmau this week, not a deliberate policy", adding: "The British 
President of the prominent Russian coal mining Johnson pointed to Putin’s machismo as a public would expect leaders to be robust with 
company, JSC Kolmar Group, has also been contributory factor in the Russia-Ukraine someone killing innocent civilians on a daily 
sanctioned.Tsivileva’s husband Sergey Tsivilev is conflict.He also called for more women in basis."Johnson's comments come ahead of a 
Governor of the coal rich Kemerovo region and “positions of power” as one of the measures North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
the couple have significantly benefited from their towards global peace.If Putin was a woman, meeting in Madrid where western allies will 
relationship to Putin. JSC Kolmar Group is also which he obviously isn’t, if he were, I really don’t discuss how to respond to future threats.
being sanctioned.As long as Putin continues his think he would have embarked on a crazy, macho At the summit, Johnson is set to call on fellow 
abhorrent assault on Ukraine, we will use war of invasion and violence in the way that he members of the defensive alliance to ramp up 
sanctions to weaken the Russian war machine. has,” Johnson told broadcaster ZDF.“If you want defence spending.Meanwhile, the UK Foreign, 
Today’s sanctions show that nothing and no one is a perfect example of toxic masculinity, it’s what Commonwealth and Development Office 
off the table, including Putin’s inner circle,” a UK he is doing,” he said, referring to the 69-year-old (FCDO) announced new sanctions to target 
government spokesperson said.Russian president. Putin’s “inner circle”, including Vladimir Potanin 

The November 13, 
2015, attacks targeted 
the Bataclan music hall, 
six bars and restaurants 
and the Stade de France 
sports stadium.

Indian-American Congressman 
Raja Krishnamoorthi Wins 
Democratic Primary From 
Illinois

Islamabad. A day after the murder of a Hindu 
tailor, Kanhaiya Lal, in Udaipur, Rajasthan 
Police said that Ghouse Mohammad, one of 
the two accused in the case, had gone to 
Karachi in Pakistan in 2014 and had links with 
Dawat-e-Islami. However, Pakistan in a 
statement on Wednesday rejected the report 
calling it “misleading” and an attempt to 
“malign” the country.We have seen reports in 
a segment of the Indian media referring to 
investigations into the murder case in 
Udaipur, mischievously seeking to link the 
accused individuals, Indian nationals, to an 
organisation in Pakistan,” said Asim Iftikhar 
Ahmad, spokesperson, Pakistan Foreign 
Office.Adding that such “insinuations” are 
“typical of the BJP-RSS ‘Hindutva’ driven 
Indian regime’s attempts at maligning 
Pakistan including by externalizing their 
internal issues through pointing of fingers 
towards Pakistan.”The gruesome murder of 
the tailor on June 28, who had reportedly 
shared a post on social media in support of BJP 
official Nupur Sharma has shaken the nation. 
While the perpetrators, Mohammad Riyaz 
Attari and Ghouse Mohammad, have been 
caught; the investigations have thrown up 
more details about the connections of one of 
the accused with Pakistan’s Dawat-e-Islami 
organisation.One of the accused, Ghouse 
Mohammad, has links with the Karachi-based 
Islamist organisation Dawat-e-Islami. He had 
visited Karachi in 2014. So far, we have 
detained five people, including the two prime 
accused," Rajasthan DGP ML Lather was 
quoted as saying.

Pak denies Udaipur killing 
accused's links to Karachi-based 
Islamist outfit
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from India, a rise of 55 per cent since April. The The death of 50 people, believed to be illegal 

CBP also arrested 2,310 individuals from immigrants, in San Antonio in the USA is the latest in 

Turkey and 3,394 from Russia — it’s obvious a string of migration tragedies that have left 

that the relatively porous US-Mexico border humanity badly shaken. At least 46 bodies were 

attracts a high number of illegal immigrants, found in an abandoned tractor-trailer in a remote 

who are at the mercy of ruthless human back road in San Antonio, Texas, some 240 km from 

smugglers. Often, migrants must hike miles of the border with Mexico. They faced a horrible death, 

difficult desert terrain, in extreme summer confined into a non-cooled tractor-trailer without 

heat, endangering their lives.Human beings water for an unspecified period of time, in 

have migrated from place to place for temperatures nearing 38°C. Though the nationalities 

thousands of years, trying to ‘find a better life’.of the victims and the survivors were not officially 
 In the modern context, overpopulation and confirmed, reactions from Mexico suggest that they 

greater pressure on the natural resources have were Mexicans. Indeed, over the past few months, 
led to stricter border controls — yet, there has been a spurt in migrant crossings at the US-
desperation will make people gamble their Mexico border.As the mayor of San Antonio said, 
very lives. There are no easy solutions to the the people who died “were likely trying to find a 
vexed issue of illegal immigration — except better life” — migrants are driven towards the USA 
justice, stability and more equitable or Europe due to conflict or lack of opportunities in 

Protection (CBP) force. The arrests have been surging, distribution of global wealth. These ideas could be termed their home countries. Hope and desperation make them 
with 2,39,416 individuals nabbed along the Mexico utopian — yet these are the very ideas that are worth disregard the very real risks they undertake, the least of 
border in May. Among those arrested were 2,438 persons working and hoping for.which is being arrested by the US Customs and Border 

The rules of engagement Transparency in selection of CDS is a must

Twin deficits cloud growth prospects

system consisting of cash and cash equivalents. If it government control on spending and high international The country is facing a problem of twin deficits. It is 
is high, we have a situation of too much money commodity prices, all leading to high inflation and loss having had to tackle simultaneously a growing current 
chasing too few goods and we get a high level of of global competitiveness.account deficit and a fiscal deficit. These two problems 
inflation. The fiscal deficit is expressed as a are critical in themselves, but when they occur together, The Union Finance Ministry recently publicly warned that 
percentage of GDP or the size of the economy. If the there is a chance that they may reinforce each other and, a twin deficit problem is emerging. This is partially due 
economy keeps growing fast, then it needs more and thus, cause the economy to spiral into a crisis. If that to essential imports becoming costlier as a result of the 
more liquidity and can bear a higher level of happens, then say goodbye to any post-pandemic growth Ukraine war and the country’s rising subsidy bill. The 
nominal fiscal deficit.recovery prospects. war and rise in international fuel prices, in particular, 

To find money to pay for the fiscal deficit, the have forced the government to reduce taxes on fuels so The current account deficit measures the extent to which 
government has to borrow. When it does this that they do not become unaffordable. This has reduced the country is overspending in its economic transactions 
through the market, it tends to crowd out private revenue intake and pushed up the fiscal deficit. As the with the rest of the world. The total value of goods and 
borrowing, that is mostly business borrowers who rupee is simultaneously depreciating, there is now the services that it is importing is exceeding that of the total 
are thereby left to cut down on their capital risk of a “cycle of wider deficit and weaker currency”.value of what it is exporting. This results in a net dollar 
expenditure budgets because a large government outgo, which has to come from the country’s foreign One solution the government has in mind is relooking at 
borrowing programme has sent interest rates exchange reserves.A persistent and growing current revenue expenditure. Two items in particular engaging 
upwards.The other way for the government to account deficit, reflected in the falling foreign exchange its attention are fertiliser subsidy and food subsidy under 
borrow is straight from the central bank by issuing reserves, is a signal to the markets that the domestic the PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana which has been 
what amounts to IoUs and which results in the currency, the rupee, is likely headed downwards. There extended, thus raising the food subsidy bill. All these 
system effectively printing money. All this leads to is an excess demand for dollars from importers than the issues are being examined in order to address the cardinal 
excess money chasing a given supply of goods — a supply of dollars from exporters which the country’s need to maintain macroeconomic stability, if need be 
recipe for high inflation.hen the rupee devalues in central bank — the keeper of the reserves — tries to stem even at the cost of setting aside the pursuit of economic 

and the reserves have gone down to $591 billion.
response to a burgeoning current account deficit, it by making the dollar costlier that is devaluing the growth in the short term.

The fiscal deficit measures the extent to which the 
makes imports costlier and if they are essential imports rupee.Rs 78-mark against the US dollar. Seeing this, Macroeconomic stability goes hand in hand with keeping a 

government (Centre and the states) overspends — 
like food (edible oil), fertilisers and fuel (petrol, diesel, businesses will try to speculate against the rupee. tight rein on inflation, which after reaching record highs 

earnings exceeding expenditure. For this purpose, 
LPG) whose consumption cannot be curtailed over Exporters will try to delay bringing in their hard currency is now expected to peak. While noting the action being 

earnings include the government’s revenue earnings plus 
much, then the consumer’s pocket begins to pinch. He earnings in the expectation that over time they will get taken by the RBI to make money costlier by taking out 

net borrowing, i.e., what is left over from fresh 
cuts down on savings and this, in the aggregate, results in more rupees per dollar because of the gradual the liquidity pumped in during the peak of the Covid-19 

borrowings after meeting repayment obligations on past 
less resources being available for investment in modern devaluation and importers will find deferred payment infection, the government is clearly aware that ensuring 

borrowings.Expenditure is incurred on the revenue 
plants and equipment incorporating new technology.arrangements less attractive. there isn’t too much money going around is half the story. 

account which covers what the government spends to 
If simultaneously the government has over-borrowed to At its extreme, this leads to a run on the currency, rendering The other half — the really intractable one — is trying to 

keep itself going (like paying salaries) and interest on 
meet its expenditure requirements and there is a high it nearly valueless, with reserves dwindling to near zero ensure that there is an adequate supply of goods. This is 

past borrowing. Plus, what is perhaps most important, it 
level of fiscal deficit, the net upshot is low investment and the country unable to pay for the most essential not in Indian hands, but depends on how long the Ukraine 

includes what is spent on the capital account, that is to 
across the board and high input costs which tend to make imports, as is happening in Sri Lanka, and to a lesser war-induced disruptions linger. Till then, it is best to keep 

create assets like roads and railways and also plants and 
the economy globally uncompetitive. This reduces the extent, in Pakistan (reserves below $10 billion). India has our fingers crossed as to whether the economic recovery, 

machinery of departmental undertakings.
export potential of the economy and adds to the current for a time prided itself on its reserves exceeding $600 which is still on, will last out through the rest of the 

he fiscal deficit influences the amount of liquidity in the 
account deficit. Thus, the twin villains of the piece are lax billion. But recently, this landmark has been breached financial year.  

Death of immigrants

The 14th BRICS Summit was held virtually on June 
23 under the chairmanship of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping. The leaders of the other four member 
states — PM Narendra Modi, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa and Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro — took part in it. The summit was 
convened at a truly extraordinary time for the 
group on account of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
The statements of the leaders of the member states 
and the summit declaration revealed the new 
alignments that are impacting current global 
geopolitics as well as the dilemmas confronting 
major countries, such as South Africa, Brazil and 
India that wish to pursue independent approaches 
to protect their interests.Xi Jinping is pushing 
China’s ruthlessly aggressive rise and is willing to 
bend or, where required, break the rules of global 
engagement which undergird the present world 
order. Predictably though, he is constantly 
seeking to blame other states that are, either singly 
or through forming or strengthening groups, 
resisting Chinese unilateralism masquerading as 
multilateralism. In his statement at the summit, he 
said, inter alia, ‘Our world today is overshadowed 
by the dark cloud of Cold War mentality and 
power politics...Some countries attempt to 
expand military alliances to seek absolute 
security, stoke bloc-based confrontation by 
coercing other states into picking sides and pursue 
unilateral dominance at the expense of others’ 
rights and interests’. He went on to warn, ‘If such 
dangerous trends are allowed to continue, the 
world will witness even more turbulence and 
insecurity.’The Chinese President’s targets were 
not difficult to discern, even if he did not name 
any country or group. China perceives itself and 
wishes other countries to acknowledge that it is 
the equal of the US, the world’s pre-eminent 
power. The reference in ‘some countries’ is to the 
US even if he has used the plural. He has 
obviously the expansion of NATO, which is likely 
to include Finland and Sweden, and the 
consolidation of Quad in mind. Even after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, China has 
continued to focus on NATO’s eastward 
expansion in its statements on the crisis. China 
has signalled that Russia was provoked and hence 
its invasion of Ukraine was somewhat justified.

The fact is whatever the provocation, the Russian 
invasion is unpardonable. This is especially 
because it is a permanent member of the UN 
Security Council, which is mandated to maintain 
international peace and security. The UN General 
Assembly session of March 2, which was 
convened under the ‘uniting for peace’ 
mechanism, illustrated the international 
community’s great unhappiness with the Russian 
action. As many as 141 countries voted in favour 
of a resolution condemning Russia, five countries 
voted against it while 35 abstained. Many 
countries which voted for the resolution or 
abstained acknowledge that NATO’s expansion 
has given rise to Russian anxieties and may even 
have been provocative, but that cannot condone 
its invasion which has devasted Ukraine. It has 
also exacerbated the difficult global economic 
situation caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
particularly hitting the food and energy security of 
poor countries.Four months have passed since 
Russian troops crossed into Ukraine. Russian 
ambitions have got limited to securing Ukrainian 
territory in the east and south and severely 
denying, if not eliminating, Ukraine’s access to 
the sea. However, this does not mean that its 
consequences to the European security order or 
impact on world order itself will be any less. It has 
sharpened the contradictions between China and 
Russia, on the one hand, and the western powers 
on the other. It has accentuated the difficulties of 
the other important powers, including India, that 
need to manoeuvre between them. An indication 
of the new problems can be witnessed in parts of 
the summit declaration. Paragraph 21 of the 
document states, ‘We commit to respect the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states, 
stress our commitment to the peaceful resolution 
of differences and disputes between countries 
through dialogue and consultation, support all 
efforts conducive to the peaceful settlement of 
crises.’

Seven months after the tragic death of Gen Bipin Rawat, the 
search for his successor has only become more 
complicated and speculative in nature. Many names are 
being bandied about, ranging from service Chiefs to 
serving and retired three-star Generals. There are 
rumours of serious tussles between various camps over 
their respective candidates. Unfortunately, even alleged 
political leanings of potential candidates are being 
discussed. All this has caused avoidable turmoil and 
turbulence within and outside the military.

A transparent and correct selection of our senior 
commanders to include the CDS, the service Chiefs and 
the C-in-Cs of all three services, is a major factor in 
ensuring long-term stability and war-fighting capability 
of our armed forces. Till a few years back, selection of 
these critical appointments was based on a time-tested 
process of seniority and merit. Some who missed the cut 
did question the efficacy of the process, but by and large, 
the system worked well, without too much of heartburn.

However, two major policy changes have significantly 
affected the stability of the system and psyche of the 
senior officers. The first was the government’s decision to 
do away with the rigidity of the seniority clause for the 
Chief, which started stoking the fire of personal 
ambitions and agendas among the Cs-in-C. The second 
was to reduce the mandatory residual service rule for the 
appointment of Army commanders from two years to 18 
months. Earlier, with the truncated tenures of subordinate 
corps and divisional commanders, it was the Army 

jobs, including critical appointments in the Election Coming to the selection of a CDS, the recent tweaking of commanders who provided stability and continuity at the 
Commission, CAG, CIC, CVC, UPSC, RBI, NSA and the selection parameters must be reviewed so that command and directional level. That has now been 
many others. So why cannot military officers also serve transparency and professional competence of the adversely affected.
beyond 60 years and provide continued stability and candidate are maintained. Much as some analysts may Apart from values and character qualities which are so 
experience to their own organisation? insist, I am of the firm belief that a C-in-C without essential for command, selection to the top ranks should 

adequate exposure in Delhi’s corridors of power will not The retirement age of the CDS has already been fixed at 65 be based on pure professional criteria. Seemingly, the 
be a suitable candidate for CDS, let alone a Lieutenant years. The service Chiefs can theoretically serve for three four identifiable areas could be seniority, professional 
General who hasn’t even commanded an Army. The best years or till the age of 62, whichever is earlier. However, exposure and experience in command, length of 
candidate for a CDS is one of the service Chiefs after his in the last 25 years, only two Army Chiefs have served up command tenures, and most importantly, impartial 
tenure. If push comes to shove, a retired Chief could be to three years, with the average tenure of the remaining recommendations for promotion by the chain of 
recalled to take on the job, as was done in the US when eight being just about 27 months.Some changes are command.Of these, one complex issue is that of 
Gen Peter Schoomaker was pulled out three years after definitely needed to ensure that the most experienced and providing viable command tenures which enable 
retirement and appointed the Army Chief.professional officers are selected for the critical exposure to the handling of large forces in operational 

appointments of C-in-Cs, Chiefs and CDS. It is therefore In conclusion, why do our military geniuses restrict their conditions. Unfortunately, short tenure of divisional 
recommended that: i) Fixed tenure of three years for analysis and media wars to only the selection of a Chief or (where an officer handles a homogenous all arms force 
service Chief, unless promoted as CDS; ii) One of the a CDS? It’s time we get out of this tunnel vision and start for the first time) and corps commanders results in an 
service Chiefs be promoted to CDS with a fixed tenure of thinking of projecting our officers as future National officer being rapidly promoted from brigadier to an Army 
two years; iii) Retirement age of Cs-in-C be increased to Security Advisers (NSAs). It would be of interest to note commander in barely five years. This is certainly not 
62 years unless promoted as Chief; iv) Lieutenant that in the last 47 years, as many as 10 military officers desirable.All this boils down to one overriding factor, the 
Generals and Major Generals from combat arms do a have served as NSA to the President of the United States. age of retirement. In no profession or job are people so 
fixed two-year tenure as corps/divisional commanders Not only that, but Lloyd J Austin, the present US Minister rich in experience and knowledge put to pasture at the age 
followed by a stint on staff and retire at 60/58 years unless of Defence (Secretary of Defence) is also a retired four-of 60 years. In the civil services itself, most secretaries 
promoted to the next rank (as is being done now). star General who never even occupied the Chief’s chair!continue for another 10 years or more in post-retirement 

50 succumb to the dream of  a ‘better life’ in Texas

Two major policy changes have significantly affected the stability of  the system. The first was the govt’s decision to do away with the rigidity of  the seniority clause 
for the Chief. The second was to reduce the mandatory residual rule for appointing Army commanders from two years to 18 months. Earlier, with the truncated 

tenures of  subordinate corps and divisional commanders, the Army commanders had provided stability. That has now been adversely affected.

If the government has over-borrowed to meet its expenditure and the fiscal deficit is high, the net upshot is low investment and high input costs which make the economy uncompetitive. This reduces the export 

potential of the economy and adds to the current account deficit. Thus, the twin villains are lax govt control on spending and high global commodity prices, causing inflation and loss of competitiveness.
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FILM 8

Samantha-Starrer Yashoda's 
Release Likely to Get 

Postponed; Here's Why

outh star Samantha Ruth Prabhu will soon be 
seen in her upcoming movie titled Yashoda, Swhich is scheduled to release on August 12 this 

year. However, there have been reports that the 
female-centric drama is likely to get postponed.

It is known that the project is in the post-production 
phase and is taking more time than expected, and 
hence, the release might get delayed. However, an 
official confirmation regarding the same is yet 
awaited.

Helmed by director duo Hari and Hareesh, the film is 
being produced by Sivalenka Krishna Prasad 
under the banner of Sridevi Movies. Yashoda has 
been shot completely in Telugu and will be dubbed 
in Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, and Hindi 
languages. In addition to Samantha, the 
multilingual project also stars Varalaxmi 
Sarathkumar, Rao Ramesh, Unni Mukundan, and 
Murali Sharma playing key roles.

The music of the pan-India film has been scored by 
Manisharma. M. Sukumar, who has worked on 
Tamil films like Maina, Kunki, Geethu, and Telugu 
films like Chilasou, Republic, etc. has provided 
cinematography for the film.

The actress was last seen in the Tamil period rom-
com Kaathu Vaakula Rendu Kaadhal, a Vignesh 
Shivan directorial. Speaking of her professional 
front, Samantha currently has a few projects lined 
up for release. Earlier, in August this year, she 
completed the shoot of director Gunasekhar’s 
upcoming directorial Shaakuntalam.

Samantha became a nationally acclaimed actress 
with her stint on the Family Man 2 web series. 
Critics, including viewers, were pleasantly 
surprised by Samantha’s performance in the dark 
comedy-drama.

The film Yashoda has been made with a concept that 
is less suited to Samantha’s craze and the potential 
that Samantha currently has.

When  
Revealed That 

Dharmendra Shot Real 
Bullet On Sets Of Sholay

Amitabh Bachchan

ower couple Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor have occupied one of the top 
spots on the list of trends ever since they announced that they are all set to 
welcome their first child. The actress updated her fans about the P

good news via an Instagram post that she shared on her timeline. The 
caption of her post read, “Our baby coming soon.”

According to Bollywood Life, the couple will 
reportedly go on a short vacation as they were 
unable to go on a honeymoon after their 
wedding due to their hectic schedules. “She will 
finish her shoot in the first half of July. But the 
two haven’t had the time to go on a honeymoon 
due to their packed schedules. But they will head f o r  
a quick babymoon before heading back to Mumbai. 
European countryside is on their mind where they can just 
relax in each other’s company and plan for what lies 
ahead,” Bollywood Life quoted a source as saying.

On the work front, the duo will star together as lovers in Ayan 
Mukerji’s Brahmastra, which is scheduled to release on 
September 9 this year. In the film, Alia Bhatt will play the 
role of Isha, while Ranbir Kapoor will be portrayed as 
Shiva. The couple will be sharing screen space with 
Amitabh Bachchan, Mouni Roy and Nagarjuna.

Meanwhile, Alia Bhatt is currently shooting for her 
Hollywoo
d  d e b u t  
f i l m .  T h e  
a c t r e s s  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  
f i l m i n g  To m  
Harper’s Heart of 
Stone, in which she 
s t a r s  a l o n g s i d e  
Jamie Dornan, Gal 
Gadot  and  many 
others. In addition to 
this, she is also expected 
to be seen in films like 
Darlings, Jee Le Zara and 
Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem 
Kahani. Whereas, Ranbir 
Kapoor is shooting with 
Shraddha Kapoor for Luv 
Ranjan’s romantic-comedy 
film, which is yet to be 
titled. Additionally, he will 
also be seen in Shamshera.

he Amitabh Bachchan and Dharmendra-starrer 
Sholay directed by Ramesh Sippy is such a cult Tclassic of Indian cinema that it has not lost its 

relevance and popularity even after 47 years of its 
release. We still keep all our work aside and stay 
glued to our television sets whenever the iconic 
movie is aired.Interesting trivia from the sets of the 
movie still keep coming even after decades of its 
release and when we listen to them, it is with utmost 
intrigue and fascination. Did you know that 
Dharmendra was having trouble getting a particular 
scene right during the filming of Sholay and had 
demonstrated his frustration in an unusual way?Two 
years ago, Amitabh Bachchan made this revelation 
on the sets of Kaun Banega Crorepati where he was 
hosting his Sholay co-star Dharmendra. While the 
pair of Jai and Veeru reminisced about their Sholay 
days and talked a lot about the film, Amitabh shared 
a small anecdote.He was conversing with CRPF 
DIG Preet Mohan Singh, a contender who had 
informed the actor that he was a big admirer of the 
film. When the action reached its climax, Singh had 
advised that Dharmendra should have grabbed extra 
ammo, which might have just rescued Vijay, the role 
played by Amitabh, from certain death. Dharmendra 
nearly fired a real bullet at Amitabh during the 
sequence, according to Big B“Dharam ji was down 
below when we were filming that scene, and I was up 
on the hill. Dharam ji removes the ammunition from 
a chest after opening it. He attempted it once and was 
unable to pick up the bullets; he then tried it a second 
time but failed. Dharam ji became really irate.“I’m 
not sure what he did, but when he loaded the 
cartridge into the weapon, real bullets were inside! 
He discharged the gun because he was so irate about 
not obtaining the right shot. I was standing on the 
slope when the bullet passed by my ear, making a 
“whoosh" sound. He had actually shot a bullet. I 
escaped unhurt. So, absolutely, there were numerous 
instances like this during the film and Sholay was 
indeed a special film,” he said during the show..

hojpuri actress Prachi Singh has raised the temperature as she channeled her 
inner Samantha Ruth Prabhu. She was recently seen in her Oo Antava Bavatar. The actress recreated Pushpa’s item number look for 

her next film, Namak Haraam. She has shared some of 
the BTS clips as well as some of her pictures on her 
Instagram highlights. Prachi was seen flaunting her abs 
in a thigh-high multicoloured slit skirt and a black blouse.

Keeping it bold, she went heavy with her makeup and added 
a red lip. She left her hair open with some braids on the 
front. Finally, she added a pair of juttis and finished the 
entire look.

Let us tell you that the film Namak Haram has been in the buzz 
for a long time. Now, her fans are waiting eagerly for her 
upcoming item number. Apart from Prachi Singh, Trishakar 
Madhu, Ashi Tiwari, and Kandan Bhardwaj will also be seen in 
the lead roles. Bhojpuri item queen Seema Singh will also be seen 
in this movie.

Apart from her acting skills, she is also known for her fitness. She 
keeps posting her pictures on Instagram and never fails to impress 
her fans.

Recently, she posted a picture wherein she looked stunning with all her 
bling. She wore a whole blingy co-ord set with a white bikini top 
inside. She paired this outfit with golden heels. Playing with her 
makeup, she went all glam and added bold shimmery and smokey eyes w i t
h a nude lip.

  Nails The Oo Antava Look in Latest Insta Post

Ranbir 
Kapoor and 

Alia Bhatt are 
expecting their 

first baby 
together. The 

couple tied the 
knot in April 

this year.

Bhojpuri Star

Prachi Singh

 to Head For 'Quick Babymoon' 

With Ranbir Kapoor Before 

Coming to Mumbai?

Pregnant 

Alia 
Bhatt
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the rising inflation caused by the pandemic New Delhi: The Delhi Cabinet has decided to 
and supported the merits of the proposal, extend the city's free ration scheme until 
saying it was important to extend the September 30, said Delhi Chief Minister 
scheme to provide much-needed relief to Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday (June 29). 
the masses, according to a government According to the CM, the move will benefit 
statement.According to a PTI report, the nearly 73 lakh people in Delhi. In the 
Delhi government distributes free rations aftermath of the coronavirus pandemic, he 
to beneficiaries under the National Food said that his government has been providing 
Security Act (NFSA), 2013. With over free rations to nearly 73 lakh citizens since 
2,000 fair price shops, the government April 2020.
provides 17.77 lakh ration card holders and "The Delhi government has been providing free 
around 72.78 lakh beneficiaries with free ration to the people for the last couple of years. 

Later, the government issued a statement saying ration. NFSA beneficiaries include needy The government offers ration at a nominal rate 
that during the meeting, the Food and Civil people such as migrant workers, unorganised from ration shops. However, for the last few 
Supplies department proposed extending the workers, construction workers, domestic years, we've been giving that for free. We have 
scheme for NFSA beneficiaries for four helpers, and those who do not have ration extended this scheme till September 30 and 
months, from June to September 2022. (ALSO cards.will continue supplying free ration in the 
READ: Rupee hits fresh low, falls 18 paise to Under the free ration scheme, five kg of food coming months too," Kejriwal said at a online 
close at 79.03 against US dollar) grains is provided free of charge to the needy in media briefing after the cabinet meeting. 

by TaboolaSponsored LinksYou May Like accordance with the NFS Act 2013. This (ALSO READ: Employee disappears after 
Thanks to this financial loophole, Morbi are equates to four kilograms of wheat and one accidentally receiving 286 times his salary! 

raking financial benefits.The CM recognised kilogram of rice per person per month.Chile-based company takes legal action) 

PAN-Aadhaar linking rule change from July 1: Double 

penalty for not linking PAN with Aadhaar from today
inconvenience to taxpayers, as per 
notification dated March 29, 2022, a 
window of opportunity has been 
provided to taxpayers up to March 31, 
2023 to intimate their Aadhaar to the 
prescribed authority for Aadhaar-PAN 
linking without facing repercussions, 
the CBDT said, adding such intimation 
would have to be accompanied by late 
fees."However, till 31st March, 2023 the 
PAN of the assessees who have not 
intimated their Aadhaar, will continue to 
be functional for the procedures under 
the Act, like furnishing of return of 

PAN card for a year now. income, processing of refunds etc," the CBDT 
The Income Tax Department has said that non- statement said.After March 31, 2023, the PAN 

linking of PAN with Aadhaar by March 31 of taxpayers who fail to intimate their Aadhaar, New Delhi: The Central Board of Direct Taxes would attract penalty of up to Rs 1,000, but such as required, shall become inoperative and all the (CBDT), which is the apex decision making PAN will remain functional for one more year consequences under the Act for not furnishing, body on direct taxes, had in the past extended till March 2023, for filing ITR, claiming intimating or quoting the PAN shall apply to the deadline for linking Permanent Account refunds and other I-T procedures. such taxpayers, the CBDT added.Number (PAN) with Aadhaar. However, there's 
Now, the bad news is that those taxpayers who Once your PAN becomes inactive, you will be a good and a bad news related to the linking of 

link their PAN Card with biometric Aadhaar by restricted from doing financial transactions PAN card with Aadhaar card. As per a circular 
June 30, 2022, would be required to pay late (where quoting of PAN is mandatory like issued by CBDT, PAN, not linked to Aadhaar, 
fees of Rs 500. Beyond that, the penalty would mutual funds), subjected to TDS at higher rates would become "inoperative" after March 31, 
rise to Rs 1,000.In order to mitigate the and penalty under section 272B.2023. This means that you can still use your 

RBI fighting on several fronts 
to slow rupee's decline to 
fresh records
New Delhi:India’s central bank is fighting on 

several fronts to slow the rupee’s decline to 
fresh records, with little respite in sight.

The Reserve Bank’s challenges include 
crashes in forward dollar premiums to 
rising open interest in futures that adds to 
pressure on the currency. Strategists say 
that the pressure will continue amid 
shrinking interest rate differentials with the 
US, elevated oil prices fueling domestic 
inflation and a widening trade deficit.

“The RBI has been intervening in all markets 
to defend the rupee,” said Dhiraj Nim, 
economist and FX strategist at Australia & 
New Zealand Banking Group Ltd. “The 
pressure on the rupee remains, and the 
central bank will have to continue 
intervening to smoothen the depreciation 
path.”The rupee closed down 0.3% to 78.97 
a dollar on Wednesday, extending this 
year’s losses to 5.9%. RBI’s stated stance is 
that it intervenes to curb currency volatility 
and not influence its direction. Below are 
charts showing the central bank’s 
intervention on different fronts.

The spot forex market has been the central 
bank’s traditional intervention route to ease 
currency volatility. The nation’s forex 
reserves are down $43 billion this year 
amid the interventions and revaluation on 
strength in the dollar. This time, the RBI has 
been careful in spending its reserves amid 
higher crude prices and record outflows 
from domestic equit ies.QuantEco 
Research expects the currency to drop to 81 
to a dollar by March, while substantial FX 
reserves and India’s long-term economic 
potential will buffer any precipitous decline 
of the currency.

Onshore Forwards Market
The RBI has been dipping into its $64 billion 

long-dollar book to offset some of its spot 
intervention. The monetary authority is 
entering into buy/sell swaps to offset some 
impact of the spot sales on reserves and 
money market liquidity, according to Vivek 
Kumar, an economist at QuantEco 
Research. That has sent dollar/rupee 
forward premiums crashing to levels not 
seen in a decade.The cash dollar shortage 
and fall in premiums may end up weighing 
on the rupee by encouraging importers to 
demand dollars and disincentivize any 
carry trades, according to Emkay Global 
Financial Services Ltd.

into effect, it will mean that employees 
will not be able to get more than 50 percent 
of his/her net monthly salary in form of 
allowance.This also means that there will 
be a consequent rise in gratuity and PF 
contribution of the employee. Hence, 
while the take home pay of the employees 
may be reduced, the Gratuity and PF 
component may rise.

12 hours work-weekNew Delhi: IF the Modi government 
Experts also believe that the new draft will implements four labour codes on wages, 

impact the working hours of employees social security, industrial relations and 
with some media reports saying that occupation safety, health and working 
employees may be allowed a four-day conditions from tomorrow (July 1), there 
workweek but they will have to work for could be a lot of changes in terms of salary 
12 hours on those four days. The labour restructuring, PF and gratuity component, 
ministry has apparently made it clear that working hours and Earned Leaves as per 
48-hour weekly work requirement is a media reports. If these labour codes are 
must. The biggest change could be seen in implemented, the new wage code will impact 
cases of Earned Leave. Government all the mentioned aspects. Since these are 
departments now allows 30 holidays in 1 now early speculations, nothing concreted 
year, defense employees get 60 holidays in should be infered till the government 
1 year. Employees can cash up to 300 Code, 2020, the Code on Social Security, of Wage CodeThe government's notification officially notifies the rules.

holidays on carry forward, however the 2020, and the Occupational Safety, Health on Code on Wages 2019 may reduce the take-Till now, 23 states have pre-published draft 
Labor union is demanding to increase and Working Conditions Code, 2020 on home pay while components like PF and rules on these laws, while the Centre has 
number of holidays to 450 in new code. At September 29, 2020. Gratuity might rise. This is based on the completed the process of finalising the draft 
present there are 240 to 300 holidays in grounds that the new wage code mentions Since labour is a concurrent subject, the Centre rules on these codes in February 2021. The 
different departments. Employees can take provision entailing that the employee's basic wants the states to implement these as well in central government had notified four labour 
these holidays in cash only after 20 years of salary will be at least 50 percent of his/her net one go, as has been reported earlier.codes, namely, the Code on Wages, 2019, on 
service.monthly CTC. Hence, if this provision comes Reduced in-hand salary after implementation August 8, 2019, and the Industrial Relations 

Russia muscles in on Indian 
oil market at expense of  OPEC 
titans

New Delh i :  RBI  Governor  
Shaktikanta Das on Wednesday 
emphasised the need for proper 
interpretation of data to facilitate 
more informed decision making as 
i t  w i l l  b r i n g  c l a r i t y  i n  
communication from decision 
makers as well as formation of 
rational expectations from market 
participants. "The importance of 
statistics in public policy is well 
understood. In the face of high 
uncertainty brought on by the 
COVID-19  pandemic ,  t he  
discipline of statistics found itself 
in  grea ter  spot l ight .  This  
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  g l o b a l  
phenomenon has tested human 
endeavour in multiple facets and 
magnitude," he said.Speaking at 
the RBI's annual 'Statistics Day 
Conference', Das mentioned that 
lockdowns in various countries, 
including India, posed severe 
challenges to the compilation and 
availability of data relating to the 
spread of the pandemic, and its 
impact on various economies and 
the world urgently needed 
solutions to a problem it had never 
seen before. 

Recalling India's experience in data 
gathering, he said the Ministry of 
Sta t i s t i c s  and  P rogramme 
Implementation was compelled to 
publish imputed figures for 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 
two consecutive months during the 
first wave of the pandemic in 2020 
due to immense difficulty in 
collection of prices for many 
items. (ALSO READ: Delhi govt’s 
BIG step! CM Kejriwal announces 
extension of free ration scheme) 

He said statistical innovations 
arising out of the pandemic 
disruption will have long-lasting 
benefits and added that the 
upheaval also posed challenges to 
statistical agencies to build more 
public trust in the resulting 
statistics.

Proper interpretation of 
data necessary for more 

informed decision making: 
RBI Governor

Lanka IOC provides fuel as government pumps go dry in island nation

New Wage Code likely to be implemented from today: 
Office timings, salary, PF may change from July 1

to work out a credit purchase agreement with 
the oil state.Meanwhile, the government's 
statistics office said Tuesday that the 
economic growth in the first quarter of this 
year is projected to see a minus 1.6 per cent 
growth due to the economic crisis.A release 
said fuel shortages had impacted all sectors 
with reduced production contributing to the 
negative growth.by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like

Thanks to this financial loophole, Morbi are 
raking financial benefits.

PlentySavingA decision to stop chemical 
fertiliser imports due to the forex crisis too 
had contributed to the loss of crops.

The nearly-bankrupt country, with an acute 
foreign currency crisis that resulted in 

Colombo: Lanka IOC, the subsidiary of Indian foreign debt default, had announced in April 
Oil Corporation in Sri Lanka, kept its pumps that it is suspending nearly USD 7 billion 
open throughout Tuesday as the cash-starved foreign debt repayment due for this year out lines for over 3 days. The military, which Russia, as the island nation desperately looks 
government's fuel entity's fuel stations did of about USD 25 billion due through 2026. issued the tokens, said they would be given to replenish its dwindling fuel stocks amid an 
not operate in the island nation due to the Sri Lanka's total foreign debt stands at USD priority when the normal deliveries are unprecedented economic crisis due to a 
worsening energy crisis. 51 billion.Sri Lankans continue to languish in resumed by the state-run Ceylon Petroleum crippling shortage of foreign exchange 

On Monday, The Sri Lankan government long fuel and cooking gas queues as the C o r p o r a t i o n  ( C P C ) . S r i  L a n k a ' s  reserves.Angry people waiting in the queue 
announced that only essential services will government is unable to find dollars to fund unprecedented economic crisis caused by for the fuel want President Gotabaya 
operate from midnight till July 10 and all imports.So far, there have been an estimated forex shortages has led to a severe crisis in the Rajapaksa and his government to resign 
other operations will be temporarily twelve deaths in fuel queues due to energy sector. Fuel shortages have seen long immediately for their inability to tackle the 
suspended as the crisis-hit nation faces an exhaus t ion ,  phys ica l  a i lmen t s  o r  queues at retailers and with the end of the fuel shortages.Since June 24, no fuel tankers 
acute fuel shortage.A LIOC spokesperson accidents.Indian credit lines for fuel and credit line worth USD 700 million granted by with supplies have arrived in the island nation 
said they issued petrol to private vehicle essentials have provided lifelines until the India, the pumps have run dry. while the CPC says no new orders have been 
owners on Tuesday but had to limit the issues ongoing talks with the International placed.On Monday, Sri Lankan Energy The Sri Lankan government is now exploring 
due to the demand.The government issued Monetary Fund could lead to a possible Minister Kanchana Wijesekera visited Qatar options to purchase discounted oil from 
tokens to vehicles that had waited in long bailout.

?The Income Tax Department has 
said that non-linking of  PAN with 
Aadhaar by March 31 would attract 
penalty of  up to Rs 1,000, but such 
PAN will remain functional for one 
more year till March 2023, for filing 
ITR, claiming refunds and other I-T 
procedures.

Delhi govt’s BIG step for deprived citizens! CM 
Kejriwal announces extension of  free ration scheme

NEW DELHI: Watch out Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia, Russia is making huge inroads into 
the Indian oil market and has quite possibly 
become the largest supplier to the giant 
Asian buyer.

Deprived of many of its traditional European 
buyers, Moscow is on course to deliver 
somewhere between 1 million and 1.2 
million barrels a day to the world’s third-
largest oil importer this month, according to 
tanker tracking figures compiled by 
Bloomberg and two oil analytics firms.

That would place it neck-and-neck with, or a 
little above, Iraq, and far ahead of Saudi 
Arabia. The surge in flows will be viewed 
with unease by Baghdad in particular, since 
Iraq’s oil has increasingly had to discount to 
compete for market share in Asia.

Refiners in India have been gorging on cheap 
Russian barrels in a way they never did 
before the invasion of Ukraine, making it 
noticeable even to Vladimir Putin, Russia’s 
president.Flows to Asia rose because some 
European companies stopped buying, 
putting an onus on Russia to find alternative 
markets.Vessel tracking figures vary from 

provider to provider, depending on different 
assumptions and underlying information 
about cargoes. But figures from Kpler, 
Vortexa and Bloomberg all underscore the 
dominant position Russia has assumed in 
India.Kpler’s data show that arrivals of 
Russian oil into India averaged 1.2 million 
barrels a day so far in June, a quarter of all 
crude flowing into the country. Iraq’s daily 
supplies will be around 1.01 million barrels, 
whie Saudi Arabia’s are on course for 
662,000 a day.Vortexa figures suggest 
Russian deliveries of 1.16 million barrels a 
day, more than Iraq’s 1.131 million. Tanker 
tracking compiled by Bloomberg indicates 
that 988,000 barrels a day will arrive from 
Russia this month, slightly below a figure of 
1.003 million a day from Iraq.

India has defended the Russian purchases, 
citing its national interest to source cheaper 
crude. The buying has delivered one part a 
trove of cash that Russia garnered from 
commodity markets, funding its war.

Russia’s muscling into the Indian and Chinese 
markets has been eating into share of Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia in the world’s biggest oil 
consuming region.

The two nations’ combined deliveries to India 
have dropped by about 500,000 barrels a day 
since April, as Russian flows ramped up, 
according to tracking data.When the price 
goes up and you are left with no option, you 
will buy from anywhere,” oil minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri told reporters last week. 
“We have a very well defined understanding 
of what India’s interests are.”

On Monday, The Sri Lankan 
government announced that only 
essential services will operate 
from midnight till July 10 and all 
other operations will be 
temporarily suspended as the 
crisis-hit nation faces an acute 
fuel shortage.

?Working week to be reduced.

?In hand pay to shrink.

?PF, Gratuity components to be 
hiked.
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something I wanted when I started off, not 
something you envisage when you start off 
but when they arise, you react and deal 
with them,” the head coach said.The 
former India batter argued that India had 
played fine cricket despite battling through 
injuries and captaincy shifts and people 
were clear about the roles they need to take 
up if and when any hiccup occurs."...in 
spite of number of captains we have had, 
we have played pretty good cricket, over 
last six to eight months. We have got our 
contingency plans in place and 
communications are clear and within the 
group everyone knows what we are going 
to do if some situation arises,” Dravid was 
quoted as saying by 

New Delhi Indian captain Rohit Sharma is 
In case Rohit Sharma is unable to play 

racing against time to get fit ahead of the 
against England, Dravid said that it was that can happen in times we are living in, rescheduled Test match against England, set possible that Cheteshwar Pujara might be COVID-19, unfortunate injuries to people, to begin on July 1 at Edgbaston. Sharma who called to open.what happened to Rahul (groin injury) and 

contracted a bout of Covid-19 ahead of the "Any such decision is taken in consultation now to Rohit in last 3 weeks," Dravid said 
game, has not been officially ruled out yet, with the player. As a player not every emphatically.Dravid has played with six 
but head coach Rahul Dravid stated that situation is as expected and it can happen at captains since taking over, starting from 
India have put in contingency plans, in case a times that number three will have to open," Shikhar Dhawan in Sri Lanka, and then Virat 

he said.Barring Pujara, there are candidates Kohli, Rohit Sharma and Rishabh Pant. situation arises.
in Mayank Agarwal, who was flown out of Hardik Pandya captained the Indian team in Dravid stressed on the fact that the plans had 
India to be added as a back up to the squad. the Ireland T20I tour, and now it is highly been communicated well and there was no 
India have also opened with Hanuma Vihari likes that Jasprit Bumrah will potentially fill confusion in the team.
previously, who recently said that he did not the mantle for Rohit."It is what it is. When I took this job, even I 
have any problems with batting at any "Sometimes, we have had to balance out the couldn't have predicted that we will have so 
position in the line-up.workload and just have to react to that, its not many captains in six or seven months but 

that India were one opener short in their 
Test match against England, but they had 
enough cover in Shubman Gill and Rohit 
Sharma. However, the Indian captain's 
Covid-19 infection put India in a tricky 
situation and they were forced to fly out 
Mayank Agarwal as a back up for the Test 
match.KL Rahul is crucial to India's plans 
in the upcoming months, with the batter 
forming the backbone of the Indian team in 
all formats of the game. Rahul, partnering 
with Rohit Sharma at the top of the order 
has brought back stability in the Indian 
line-up, soaking up the new ball before 
counterattacking the opposition side.With 
two World Cups lined up in back to back 
years, India will hope that Rahul gets back New Delhi India opener KL Rahul has had a and said that his road to recovery had begun. to full fitness and gets some game time successful surgery in Germany and is in 

"Hello everyone. It's been a tough couple of ahead of the tournaments.India are path of progress after suffering a groin 
weeks but the surgery was successful. I'm scheduled to play the Asia Cup and the T20 injury that ruled him out from India's T20I 
healing and recovering well. My road to World Cup in the months of September and series against South Africa and then 
recovery has begun. Thank you for your October, before starting the preparation for subsequently against England. Rahul took 
messages and prayers. See you soon," he their ODI WC, which they last won in 2011 to his social media to announce the news 
wrote on Twitter.KL Rahul's injury meant under Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

On the path of recovery: Indian opener KL Rahul 
completes successful surgery in Germany New Delhi  After a successful outing at 

the Kourtane Games in Finland, India's 
Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra is 
being primed for a podium finish at the 
p r e s t i g i o u s  D i a m o n d  L e a g u e  
competition in Stockholm on Thursday, 
30 June.Chopra won the Kourtane 
games under treacherous conditions, 
slipping on his winning throw 
awkwardly under heavy rainfall. 
However, he got up quickly to reassure 
everyone watching and ended up 
clinching the gold medal with the same 
throw.This would be Chopra's first 
appearance in the Diamond League 
since 2018, where he is yet to win a 
medal. The 24-year-old has competed in 
the event seven times, managing his best 

at fourth position back in 2018.
"We started training in December, so it 

was a bit late. I needed to get fit again as 
my weight had also increased after the 
Tokyo Games," Chopra said during a 
pre-event press conference."I had 
gained 13kg-14kg, so the plan was to get 
fit again and hence we started the season 
a bit late."Our main target this year are 
the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  and  
Commonwealth Games as the Asian 
Games has been postponed," he 
added.The prestigious one-day meet at 
the Swedish capital will be Chopra's 
biggest event ahead of the World 
Championships in Eugene, USA, next 
month. He will also be facing the 
toughest field of the season so far with 
all the three Tokyo Olympics medallists 
in fray.Chopra's closest competition at 
the moment, Germany's Johannes 
Vetter, who has shaken up the athletics 
world with the maximum number of 90-
plus throws among the active throwers, 
is on the sidelines and would not take a 
part in the event.After winning gold at 
Kuortane, where he had been training, 
Chopra has shifted to Uppsala, less than 
100km from Stockholm, reported news 
agency PTI. It further stated that Chopra 
would not be taking part in any event 
after the Diamond League and before 
the July 15-24 World Championships.

of away from it.We've started brilliantly, and I 'New Delhi Veteran England pacer James 
think we've shown what style of cricket we Anderson has been racing against time to get 
want to play under Ben (Stokes) and Brendan match fit ahead of the rescheduled Test match 
(McCullum).""Having got to know those two against India. The right-arm medium pacer 
and see them work together over the past few revealed on Wednesday that he has been 
weeks, they'll want to build on that and not just keeping his 'fingers crossed' for a return 
settle for those performances. They'll want against India in the fifth Test match beginning 
even better performances as we go, even more at Edgbaston on Friday, 1 June.
positive cricket, and I think that's really Anderson, who will turn 40 next month, missed 
exciting," Anderson said.his side's 3-0 sweep over reigning World Test 

Anderson revealed that the camp has been quite champions New Zealand at Headingley 
upbeat, which makes playing more enjoyable because of "puffy ankle", though he was seen 
in the new regime."I certainly feel like I've got bowling during breaks in the Test.
a smile on my face on the field a bit more than I "I hate missing games. After that game at 
normally have! It's just been so much fun Headingley the feeling around the group is so 
playing with this group and the style of cricket good you want to be around it as much as 
that we have been playing," he said.possible," Anderson told Sky Sports."It was 

camp. The rescheduled Test match could look Notably, Anderson and Broad were left disappointing to miss the last game, seeing the 
very different than the proceedings in the frustrated in the Covid-19 era where England guys out on the field having a good time and 
original series, which saw a defensive England tried to manage the workloads and bio-bubble playing well. I'll keep my fingers crossed that I 
side under the captaincy of Joe Root.Ben lives of the players.can get back in this week," he added.
Stokes' England have been on a rampage, Barring Anderson, England have injury concerns Up by 2-1, India's fifth Test match at Old 
playing an aggressive brand of cricket, with a in their primary keeper Ben Foakes, who has Trafford last September was halted due to 
philosophy of running towards danger instead been replaced with Sam Billings in the teamconcerns over a COVID-19 outbreak in their 

match like that was won or lost based on a 
few points here and there," he reflected. "I 
didn't play well enough on those points 
tonight... Tonight's match, I don't see why it 
should change that view [that I can make 
deep major runs]."He pointed at the fourth 
set which he lost 4-6 to Isner and said that he 
should not have dropped his serve there, and 
that is where he was thrown out of the 
competition."He was serving really well, as 
you would expect. And then in the fourth set, 
(I) probably lost a game on my serve that I 
shouldn't have. Up 30-love... missed one of 
two shots in that game that... especially the 
one on the deuce point, I had a backhand New Delhi  Britain's Andy Murray crashed 
that, should never really have missed. And out of the prestigious Wimbledon 
then, when I had my opportunities, he competition after a 4-6, 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 (7-3), 
served extremely well."Murray has been 4-6 loss to America's John Isner on 
battling several injury crisis for years in his Wednesday, 29 June.Murray, who had the 
career, something that has stopped him short hopes of the local crowd on his back, failed 
of achieving what really could have been a to capitalise in crucial moments of the 
magnificent career for a Brit. Coming into a good place, with my game and... that didn't with the... problems I've had with my body match, letting Isner run away with points at 
the tournament, Murray had been struggling help, but... I mean the positive is that in the last few years, to make long-term important stages. Speaking at the press 
with an abdominal injury that hindered his physically I wa fine during the matches." predictions about, how I'm going to be, even conference, Murray rued the missed 
preparations. in a few weeks' time, never mind in a year's Asked about his return next year in the grass chances and stated that he could have had a 

However, he stated that he was absolutely fine time. court competition, Murray did not give a good run here."I could have had a good run 
during the match, but having that injury was definitive answer and stated that it all So if, physically I'm in a good place then yeah, here," the 35-year-old said in his post-match 
frustrating."My ab was absolutely fine depended on the condition that his body was I will continue to play. But it's not easy to press conference. "It's one of those matches 
during the match and the tournament and in."It depends on how I am physically. keep, my body, in optimal condition to that, had I got through, who knows what 
during the last couple of days in the build- That's... physically I feel good then, we'll try compete at the highest level," Murray would have happened.""I think most of the 
up, but... yeah, it's frustrating, 'cause I was in to keep playing. But it's extremely difficult concluded.players on the Tour would tell you that a 

Fingers crossed: Veteran pacer James Anderson racing 
against time to get fit ahead of  India Test match

New Delhi I England pacer Jofra Archer paid 
an emotional tribute to Eoin Morgan after 
the latter's retirement and revealed how the 
ex-England captain's masterclass helped the 
side win the 2019 World Cup. Archer said 
M o rg a n ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  t o o k  s o m e  
comprehending as it was unexpected.

Archer displayed a clinical performance when 
he took 20 wickets in 11 innings during the 
campaign and also bowled the Super Over in 
which Eoin Morgan's side secured their 
triumph against New Zealand.

"To be honest, it took some comprehending 
because it was so unexpected. The one on-
field episode of the 2019 World Cup I will 
always remember came right at the end when 
I was bowling the super over in the final 
against New Zealand at Lord's. New 
Zealand needed three runs off two balls to 
win when Eoin Morgan came to me and said, 
'Right, it's gamble time, what are we going to 
do to get a wicket or dot ball?" Archer wrote 
in his column for Daily Mail.

"I told him I wanted to bowl a bouncer. He 
asked me if I was sure and I said, 'Yeah'. 'Ok 
then', he said. 'Let's set a field for it'. I didn't 
expect him to let me bowl that particular ball 
because it's a pretty high risk, and although it 
turned out to be the right delivery in costing 
just one run, looking back I might have done 
things differently.""The summer of 2019 
was the greatest of my life and I really 
appreciated the part he played. I would like 
to thank him for going against the grain and 
selecting me because, before I came in, a lot 
of people were saying that a winning team 
should not be changed and that it would 
affect the chemistry in the group. As a 
captain, Morgs didn't only bring me into the 
squad, he made me feel welcome and those 
are two different things. He is an amazing 
person. He is an amazing cricketer as well."

Archer said he is aiming for a return to bowling 
by September this year and is optimistic 
about playing in the Men's T20 World Cup in 
Australia in October-November. Earlier this 
year, Archer was ruled out of competitive 
cricketing action in the English season after 
being diagnosed with a stress fracture in his 
lower back.

England are coming 

into the rescheduled 

Test match after 

white-washing NZ
England's new brand 

of cricket has been 

radically different 

from Joe Root's 

approach
India might not have 

the services of Rohit 

Sharma in the series

It's extremely difficult with the problems that I've had: 
Andy Murray on his return to Wimbledon next season

We have got our contingency plans in place, says Rahul 
Dravid in case Rohit Sharma is ruled out vs England

New Delhi  India are up against England in the 
rescheduled fifth Test match of the series that 
began in the summer of 2021. Much has 
changed since that series was bought at an 
abrupt closure for both teams.India have 
been drubbed by South Africa away from 
home, in a series where India were expected 
to roll them over. Stalwarts in the Indian 
batting line-up have lost their position, and 
above all, Virat Kohli has resigned as the 
captain of the national team from all formats 
of the game.

Not only the Indian team, but the England team 
has gone through its own changes as well, 
and possibly more aggressive ones since the 
summer of 2021. A loss against Australia and 
West Indies in back to back series meant that 
the English structure was shaken to the core. 
New management was appointed, a new 
captain and a coach were handed the duties 
which seem to be working for them.

When England meet India at Edgbaston, they 
will have the upper hand in the series, 
considering the fact that India have never 
been able to win a single match in their 
history of cricket.

However, one must know that, it has not 
stopped India from writing their own destiny 
in the record books.In case India manage to 
win or draw the Test match which starts on 
July 1, this will be their first ever series win 
since 2007. Last time India won the series 
against England away from home, the likes 
of Wasim Jaffer and Dinesh Karthik put their 
hands up to give India a 1-0 win against the 
Michael Vaughan-led side.For England, 
Stuart Broad is just one wicket away from 
picking up 550 Test wickets which will bring 
him in touching distance with the legendary 
Glenn Mcgrath, who has 536 wickets. 
However, it is possible that he will not get a 
chance to play in case James Anderson 
makes a comeback from his injury.

India eye historic win at ‘Fortress 
Edgbaston’ as team gears up for 
tough battle against new era 
England

New Delhi  India all-rounder Shardul Thakur 
on his nicknames 'Lord' and 'Beefy' 
(referring to Sir Ian Botham) that he got from 
his Indian mates after his brilliant 
performances against England in the 
ongoing Test series last summer.Shardul has 
earned the title of Lord from his teammates 
and cricket fans. He has already shown last 
year exactly what he is capable of in English 
conditions with both bat and ball and will be 
crucial for India's chances at Edgbaston. 
Thakur has been a revelation for the Indian 
side on overseas tours since his debut.Thakur 
played two crucial knocks during the Oval 
Test last year as his 57 helped India post 191 
runs in the first innings. The Indian pacer 
scored another important knock in the 
second innings as he contributed 60 runs to 
the Indian team's massive 466. Ultimately, 
the visitors won the game by 157 
runs.England is a bowler's paradise. The ball 
swings here and at a time you can get a lot of 
wickets in one spell. So yeah, England is one 
of my favorite places to play cricket. I am 
fine with any name (laughs). The name Bull 
is what they have been calling me since my 
Ranji Trophy days. 

After Kourtane success, Neeraj Chopra 
eyes elusive podium finish at the 

Stockholm Diamond League

ZKL Rahul is now on the path 
of recovery

ZIndia might potentially be 
without the services of their 
regular openers

ZThis would be India's first 
game against Ben Stokes' 
England

It's gamble time: Jofra Archer 
reveals how Eoin Morgan 
masterclass won England 2019 
World Cup

India tour of  England | Shardul 
Thakur on his nick-name 'Lord': 
It shows how much my 
teammates love me

India might have another new 
leader in case Rohit Sharma 
is not able to recover from 
his COVID-19 infection in 
time. India head coach Rahul 
Dravid said that it wasn't 
ideal, but was sympathetic 
towards the situation.

ZBritain's Andy Murray 
crashed out of 
Wimbledon in the second 
round against America's 
John Isner in a four-
setter, late on Wednesday 
evening.
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New Delhi. The Delhi Police on the transactions made from multiple bank According to police, Mr Zubair, when 
Wednesday wrote to multiple banks accounts," a senior police officer said. asked about the phone he used when he 
seeking information about bank account allegedly posted the tweet in question, He said Mr Zubair will be taken to 
details and other financial transactions of said he had lost it. Meanwhile, the Bengaluru on Thursday in connection 
fact-checking website Alt News co- anonymous Twitter handle, a complaint with the probe. "Our team will take 
founder Mohammed Zubair who is under from which led to Mr Zubair's arrest, does Zubair to Bengaluru tomorrow to seize 
police custody over an "objectionable" not exist on the microblogging website the devices, including the mobile phone 
tweet, officials said. Mr Zubair was anymore, sources in the Delhi Police said. and laptop, that might have been used to 
arrested on Monday for allegedly hurting A Delhi court had on Tuesday extended by post the tweet in question, and also to 
religious sentiments after posting the four days the custodial interrogation of collect other evidence linked to the case," 
tweet against a Hindu deity in 2018. Mr Zubair. During the hearing, Mr the officer said. Police had said that the 

Zubair's counsel said that the photo which "We are currently focusing on the source of objectionable tweet "led to a Twitter 
he had used in the tweet was from a 1983 donation and other financial transactions storm with hate speeches which was 
film by Hrishikesh Mukherjee, "Kissi Se made into the bank accounts associated detrimental to communal harmony".
Na Kehna", and that the film was not with Alt News. We have evidence that in The officer also said that the mobile phone 
banned. The court, however, rejected the the last three months, transaction used by the journalist at present has been 
submission, saying it was of no assistance amounting to ? 50 lakh was made into one formatted and does not have information 
to the accused at this stage. of the accounts. We are further analysing related to the case.

NEWS BOX

Need to strengthen anti-defection law: SC 
during Maharashtra floor test hearing

CBI arrests 2 
railway officers in 

Rs 1.80 lakh 
bribery case

Amarnath Yatra Starts 
After 2 Years, Huge 

Security Arrangements 
In Place

New Delhi. The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has arrested two 
railway officers for allegedly demanding 
and accepting a bribe of Rs 1.80 lakh in 
Haryana’s Ambala.

The accused, identified as senior divisional 
signal and telecommunication engineer, 
Vivek Langayan, and the chief office 
superintendent, Pawan Kumar, were posted 
in the office of the divisional railway 
manager (DRM), Ambala Cantonment.

CBI officials said that a case was registered 
on the complaint of a local contractor. The 
contractor claimed that he was awarded two 
contracts worth Rs 92 lakh and Rs 1.15 
crore through open tenders and that after 
the project or contract was completed, he 
had submitted revised estimates.

It was further alleged that the chief office 
superintendent demanded a bribe on behalf 
of the senior divisional signal and 
telecommunication engineer to approve the 
revised estimates.The bribe demanded was 
two per cent of the gross contract value, it 
was alleged.

A CBI spokesperson said: "The CBI laid a 
trap and caught the accused while 
demanding and accepting a bribe of Rs 1.8 
lakh from the complainant. Searches at 
residential and office premises in Ambala 
of both accused were conducted, which led 
to the recovery of incriminating 
documents."Both the accused were to be 
produced in a special CBI court on 
Wednesday.

Checking Financial Transactions Of 
Arrested Fact-Checker, Say Cops

who said the tweet was actually a screen-New Delhi. The beheading of a Hindu tailor in 
grab from an old movie. But ultimately, Rajasthan’s Udaipur for a social media post 
the case is before a court of law that is s u p p o r t i n g  ( n o w - s u s p e n d e d  B J P 
expected to decide it on merit. And then spokesperson) Nupur Sharma over her 
there are higher courts.“blasphemous” remarks against Prophet 

Muhammad is being treated by the central Punjab is the only state with a separate 
government as an act of terror. blasphemy law to deal with the 

desecration of religious scriptures. But The brutal killing and its filming by the two 
when ‘be-adbi’ or sacrilege cases happen, cleaver-wielding Muslim men, who were 
it’s not unusual to see mobs lynch the arrested quickly, have triggered massive 
accused and film acts of extreme outrage, also escalating the debate around 
violence.Meanwhile, parallels have also the idea of blasphemy. Let's first understand 
been drawn between the beheading in what it is and its origin before moving to 
Udaipur and the lynching of Muslim men other questions.
on suspicion of offences like cow ORIGIN OF BLASPHEMY
slaughter. There, it must be acknowledged Some religions or religion-based laws define 
that governments need to do more to blasphemy as acts or remarks that insult God 
ensure no vigilante groups resort to or a sacred religious figure or object. The 
violence and murder and accused are tried original idea behind treating blasphemy as a 
only as per the rule of law.crime was to ensure complete reverence and 

NEED FOR REFORMSprotect religions as they evolved. extremist organisations, taught and trained What puts the idea of blasphemy at odds with 
Activists have been fighting for religious and in radicalisation centres, to call for the But soon, other motivations also emerged. India’s rule of law is the fact that the 

educational reforms but they need more beheading of those accused of blasphemy or From ancient to medieval times, rulers constitution allows its people the right to 
support and acknowledgement of the actually carry out the extra-judicial medieval considered themselves undefiable. They freedom of speech and expression with 
problems from the wider population. While punishment. And as we have seen, this is no sought to project religion and state as one to reasonable restrictions.Fact-checking 
the ISIS-style Udaipur killers have been longer confined to places like Syria.assume divinity with titles like Zil-e-Ilahi website Alt News co-founder Mohammed 
linked to a Pakistan-based terror network, (the shadow of God). They used political Zubair’s arrest by the Delhi Police for SITUATION IN INDIA
the killing calls into question the education powers and the premise of blasphemy to allegedly hurting religious sentiments India is a democratic polity and society of 
and religious orientation a section of the crush opposing voices.More disturbingly, through a 2018 Twitter post has been called multiple faiths governed by the only book 
population, even if small, gets.it’s not unusual for members of terror or unjust by his lawyers and his supporters, that matters in the courts: the constitution.

What is blasphemy? Why is the idea, which once had a historical context, at odds with the rule of law now in a democratic society?

What is blasphemy? Why is the idea at odds with rule of law?

New Delhi. After a gap of two years, the Amarnath 
Yatra is all set to start today. To keep the 43-day 
yatra incident free, along with deploying 
maximum number of troops, aggressive counter 
terror operations are also being conducted by 
security forces on ground.Due to the offensive 
approach adopted by security agencies, violence 
by terrorists has come down and the action initiated 
by forces has gone up. In June this year, as many as 
30 terrorists - highest this year - have been 
eliminated. Data by the Home Ministry shows, in 
the first six months of the year, 121 terrorists have 
been killed by security forces, of which 34 were of 
foreign origin and 87 locals.

"A security grid for protection of tourists and yatris 
have been established and each jawan involved in 
the security set of this grid has been given proper 
de-induction training," a senior police officer told .

The de-induction course was for about two weeks to 
sensitise jawans with latest threat perceptions - 
from sticky bombs to improvised electronic 
devices, grenade throwing and drone attacks.

"District wise reviews have been taking place and 
special attention have been paid on four districts of 
south Kashmir - Kulgam, Shopian, Pulwama and 
Anantnag," the officer said.

Security agencies on the ground have been briefed on 
the usage of "sticky bomb" by TRF, another terror 
outfit whose chatter has been intercepted.

As per records, as many as 144 terrorists are still 
active in the Valley, of which 82 are foreign 
terrorists and 62 locals."We also have information 
about 69 local boys going to various terror 
organisations this year," discloses a senior level 
officer.The heightened security measures also 
come in the backdrop of a recent spurt in target 
killings, including those of workers belonging to 
the minority community.

Apart from the deployment, drone surveillance and 
RFID (radio frequency identification) chips will 
also be part of the three-tier security arrangements 
for the pilgrims."As many as 300 plus companies 
of various Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) 
apart from Jammu and Kashmir Police and the 
Army have been deployed and are providing three 
tier security," said an officer.

New Delhi.No doubt that Schedule X of petitions filed by the "rebel" faction led multiple cases, it has held that the term of 
the Constitution, which prescribes the by Eknath Shinde on July 11. suspension of an erring MLA cannot 
anti-defection provisions, is an exceed the duration of that particular These petitions have raised issues related 
important Constitutional principle that session of the House unless the legislator to the balance between anti-defection 
has to be strengthened, said the Supreme is facing expulsion. In some cases, it has provisions and the restrictions on the 
Court on Wednesday.With Uddhav allowed the anti-defection proceedings power of the Speaker to take up 
Thackeray's resignation from the post of to continue for long periods, and after the proceedings. They have also raised a 
chief minister, the focus of the battle for government falls, has held that MLAs question about the validity of the 
Maharashtra has shifted away from the were allowed to vote according to their resolution passed by the "rebel" MLAs 
court proceedings over the floor test and choice and not the whip of the party they over the appointment of the chief whip.
disqualification of MLAs to the political were choosing to leave.During the hearing, the bench also 
numbers game in the Assembly. A set of petitions seeking strengthening of remarked that there is "no doubt" that 

However, the legal issues remain open, as the anti-defection law is pending before Schedule X of the Constitution, which 
the Supreme Court (SC) on Wednesday the SC. These petitions seek orders that prescribes the anti-defection provisions, 
issued notice on the petition filed by the legislators found guilty under the is an "important Constitutional 
Shiv Sena's beleaguered Chief Whip provisions should be barred from principle" that "has to be strengthened".
Sunil Prabhu. contesting elections for at least five This remark came as senior advocate AM 

years. In addition, various legal issues, The SC vacation bench of justices Singhvi, appearing for the Uddhav 
including the power of the Governor to Suryakant and JB Pardiwala held a Thackeray faction of the Shiv Sena, 
order a floor test, time taken to decide a detailed 3.5-hour hearing on Wednesday a rg u e d  t h a t  d e f e c t i o n  w a s  a  
disqualification motion and punishment evening to consider whether it could "constitutional sin", and must be 
for MLAs who resign and join a different issue a stay on the floor test ordered by punished.
party before the floor test, are also Maharashtra Governor BS Koshiyari. The issue of punishing defection has come 
pending adjudication in cases filed by The court declined to stop the floor test but up in court on several occasions, as 
various political parties over the years.has issued notice to the Maharashtra instances of MLAs resigning or joining 

For now, the court allowed the floor test to Assembly secretariat and the Central other parties or cross-voting have come 
be held on Thursday morning, which is Government to respond to the legal up in the State Assemblies or Parliament.
now infructuous following Uddhav issues by July 11. The SC so far has largely taken a 
Thackeray's resignation.The court will also take up the pending conservative approach to punishment- in 

Centre asks social 
media platforms to 

remove content 
justifying Udaipur 

killing
New Delhi.Given the sensitivity surrounding 

the murder of Kanhaiya Lal, a tailor in 
Rajasthan's Udaipur, the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology 
has intervened and asked that content 
eliciting strong emotions be removed from 
social media platforms.

The ministry has issued a notice asking that 
platforms remove content to prevent 
incitement and disruption of public order.

Sources have told India Today that the IT 
Minis t ry  bel ieves  that  cur ta i l ing 
inflammatory content is necessary to restore 
public peace and harmony.

After the disturbing visuals of the attack went 
viral on social media, many accounts began 
to blame the violence on a community, with 
some even glorifying or justifying the 
killing.

In a bid to curb violence and to maintain law 
and order, the Ashok Gehlot government 
suspended internet services for 24 hours 
across the state. The authorities have also 
imposed section 144 in all districts for the 
next one month.

'Lalu Prasad Yadav' A Presidential 
Candidate? It's Not What It Seems

seconders from the electoral President, Governor of any state or New Delhi. As many as 115 
college made up of members of ministers of the Centre or any state nominations have been filed for 
Parl iament and legislat ive shall be eligible to contest the July 18 presidential election, 
assemblies. election.including that of NDA nominee 

Droupadi  Murmu and the  The nomination will also be rejected The rules state that a nomination 
combined opposition candidate if an aspirant does not pay ? 15,000 paper of a candidate has to be 
Yashwant Sinha. One of them is in cash or present a receipt subscribed by at least 50 electors 
'Lalu Prasad Yadav', but it isn't showing  such  an  amoun t  as proposers and at least 50 
what it seems. deposited in the Reserve Bank of electors as seconders and 

India or a government treasury. presented to the returning officer Besides NDA's Droupadi Murmu 
Cheques and demand drafts are appointed by the Election and Opposition's Yashwant Sinha, 
not acceptable means of paying Commission.a host of commoners have also 
security deposit.filed their papers for the top The nomination papers can be 

constitutional post in the country, The scrutiny of nomination papers is submitted either by the candidate 
which include a slum dweller from being done today and the final or by any of his proposers or 
Mumbai, a namesake of RJD candidates in the fray will be seconders.The candidate is also 
founder Lalu Prasad Yadav, a announced by the evening. required to furnish a certified copy 
social activist from Tamil Nadu of the entry showing his name in qualified to become a candidate to the central or state government or According to the Presidential and 
and a professor from Delhi. the current electoral roll for the contest the election to the office of under any local or other authority Vice Presidential Elections Act, 

parliamentary constituency in A nomination for the presidential the President of India. subject to the control of any of the any Indian cit izen having 
which he is registered as an poll will be rejected if it is not governments.completed 35 years and eligible to The aspiring candidate should not be 
elector.backed by 50 proposers and 50 be a member of the Lok Sabha is holding any office of profit under The incumbent President, Vice 

Sena Rebel Eknath 
Shinde Says Talks 
With BJP Soon On 
Ministerial Posts

New Delhi. Rebel Sena leader Eknath Shinde, 
who is meeting with his faction's MLAs 
before heading to the Governor later in the 
day, has said there has been no discussion 
with the BJP about the details of ministerial 
posts if they form a new government 
together.

"It will happen soon. Until then, please don't 
believe the ministerial lists and rumours 
about it," he tweeted in Marathi.

A day after Uddhav Thackeray quit as 
Maharashtra Chief Minister, Shiv Sena 
rebels may meet with the Governor after 
discussions today in Goa, where they 
arrived last night. The BJP claims they have 
the support of over 170 MLAs to form the 
new government.

2022 Presidential Election: According to the Presidential and Vice Presidential Elections Act, any 
Indian citizen having completed 35 years and eligible to be a member of the Lok Sabha is qualified to 

become a candidate to contest the election to the office of the President of India.

"It will happen soon. Until then, 
please don't believe the ministerial 

lists and rumours about it," he 
tweeted in Marathi.

New Delhi, Friday, 1 July, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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