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BJP empowering poor, Opposition parties their own
families: Nadda at BJP National Executive meet

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Hyderabad, July 2: BJP president J P
Nadda on Saturday accused Opposition par-
ties of trying to derail various programmes of
his party-led governments at the Centre and in
states meant for a “resilient and resurgent”
India. In his inaugural address at the two-day
BJP National Executive meeting here, Nadda
said the Opposition parties in their zeal to
oppose Prime Minister Narendra Modi have
begun opposition to the country by going after
the government’s good measures and
schemes aimed at empowering India. These
parties are trying to ensure that government
programmes are met with “destruction”, he
said. While the BJP has been working to
empower the poor, opposition parties are
working to empower their own families and
are mired in corruption, he said. Lauding
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his “good
governance” of eight years and consistent
service of 20 years in public office, Nadda
hailed his leadership and noted popular sup-
port to him on successive polls, Union minis-
ter Smriti Irani said briefing reporters on his

speech. Responding to a question on

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao not receiving Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his arrival in the city, Irani said Rao
has not “insulted” an individual but the institu-

tion. Modi has given a clarion call for coopera-

tive federalism and has met leaders of various
parties with respect, she said, accusing KCR,
as the chief minister is commonly referred, of
disrupting constitutional protocol. 

KCR receives Yashwant Sinha at Hyderabad
airport; skips welcoming PM Modi again

Naresh Malhotra

Hyderabad, July 2: The Telangana capi-
tal has been witnessing some high-voltage
political activities, with BJP holding its high-
profile National Executive meeting in pres-
ence of its top brass, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on one hand, and
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar’s show of
strength, and his direct snub against his
opponent, on the other.  The ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samithi today organised
a rally in support of Yashwant Sinha,
Opposition’s candidate for the presidential
poll with scores of pink banners (TRS party’s
colour) supporting him. While KCR person-
ally received Sinha at Begumpet airport, he
was conspicuous by his absence when the
PM Modi landed at the airport a couple of
hours later. This was the third time in the
past six months when KCR, an open critic of
Modi and the BJP,  had decided to “overlook
the protocol”.  Slamming the Telangana CM,
Union Mnister Smriti Irani said not only did
KCR disrupt what had constitutionally been
a federal protocol in the country, he had also

broken the ‘maryada’. “This is a reflection on
him (KCR). He has not insulted an individual

but an institution” she said TRS cadres also
took out rally from the airport to Jal Vihar,
where a meeting in support of Sinha was

held. “Weigh the two candidates and then
vote. It will bring a qualitative change,” KCR

said.  Taking a jibe at the PM, the Chief
Minister claimed that India’s $5 trillion econ-
omy goal had become a joke with rising infla-

tion.  Accusing the Centre of “killing democ-
racy and using constitutional bodies to
harass”, he also challenged the BJP to topple
his government. “I am waiting for that. I will
become free and then will topple your gov-
ernment at the Centre,” he said.  The BJP
has been regularly attacking TRS and KCR
for practicing “corrupt and dynastic” politics
On the other hand, KCR’s son, TRS minister
KT Rama Rao, has been tweeting photo-
graphs of party posters taking potshots at
the PM. Yesterday, he took a jibe at the saf-
fron party calling it “ WhatsApp University”
and “jumla jeevis”. “Welcome the WhatsApp
University for its executive council meeting
to the beautiful city of Hyderabad,” KTR
said. He also wrote to PM Modi and leaders
of the BJP visiting Hyderabad to “study good
administrative practices and implement
them in their states”, asking them to “dis-
cuss about development agenda instead of
hate and divisive agenda”.  Alleging that the
BJP had “hate and narrow-mindedness in its
DNA”, KTR said that “it would be too much
to expect from the party that it would focus
on issues concerning people at the meet”.

SIT report on Bargari sacrilege cases blames Dera Sacha
Sauda; CM Bhagwant Mann hands over report to Sikh leaders

Nashir Husain

Chandigarh, July 2: A Punjab Police
Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing
the three sacrilege cases at Burj Jawahar
Singh Wala and Bargari villages
in Faridkot district has in its final
report squarely blamed the Sirsa-
based Dera Sacha Sauda for the
incidents. It has named Dera
head Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh
as the conspirator besides nam-
ing several followers, including
the three who have been
absconding. The report was
made public on Saturday when
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
handed over its copies to some
Sikh leaders who have been pur-
suing the case. The Sikh delega-
tion comprised Major Singh
Pandori, Chamkaur Singh, Bhai Rupa,
Resham Singh Khukhrana and Baldev Singh
Joggewala. This is the first time that a report
has been made public in this manner.

Inspector-General Border Range SPS
Parmar headed the five-member SIT consti-
tuted on April 4 last year on the directions of
the Punjab and Haryana High Court. The
SIT had submitted the final report to DGP

VK Bhawra and DGP Intelligence Prabodh
Kumar on April 21 this year for approval. The
467-page report counters several claims
made by the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in its investigation. The CBI had found

no evidence of the Dera Sacha Sauda’s
involvement and had filed a closure report.
The investigation report was also submitted
in a challan before a Faridkot court earlier.
The first case pertained to theft of Guru

Granth Sahib from Gurdwara Sahib
at Burj Jawahar Singh Wala on June
1, 2015. Then, on September 25, two
posters containing derogatory
remarks against Sikh religion, Sikh
preachers and Guru Granth Sahib
were found pasted outside Dhodha
Peer Gate at Burj Jawahar Singh
Wala. The third incident was report-
ed on October 12, when the pages of
Guru Granth Sahib were found
strewn outside the Bargari gurdwara
as well as in the village streets. The
SIT report said accused Sukhjinder
Singh alias Sunny,    Sukhjinder

Singh alias Sunny, Shakti Singh, Baljit Singh,
Ranjit Singh alias Bhola and Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh were involved in the second
incident regarding pasting of sacrilege
posters. 

Udaipur killing: Kanhaiya Lal murder
accused attacked at Jaipur court

Sanjay Kumar

Jaipur, July 2: A group of lawyers
Saturday attacked the four accused in
the Kanhaiya Lal murder
case, kicking and slapping
them and hurling abuses as
they were being taken to a
prisoner vehicle after being
produced in a court here.
The clothes of one of the
four accused were also
torn, and the agitated
lawyers raised slogans
against Pakistan and
demanded the capital pun-
ishment for them. The four
persons—main accused
Riaz Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad, and two oth-
ers namely Mohsin and
Asif—were produced in a
special court here amid tight security
arrangements. The court sent the
four to police remand till July 12.

There was heavy security deployment
on the premises, but as the accused
were being taken out of the court, the

group of lawyers attacked them
before police personnel somehow
managed to hustle them into a waiting

prisoner transport vehicle. The
lawyers shouted slogans such as
“Pakistan Murdabad” and “Kanhaiya

ke hatyaron ko fansi Do
(hang the murderers of
Kanhaiya)”. Udaipur tai-
lor Kanhaiya Lal was
hacked to death on
Tuesday by Akhtari and
Ghouse who said in a
video posted online that
they had avenged an
insult to Islam. Akhtari
and Ghouse were
arrested by the state
police on the day of the
incident while Mohsin
and Asif were nabbed
two days later. The lat-
ter two have been
accused of being

involved in the conspiracy and carry-
ing out a recce of Kanhaiya Lal’s tai-
loring shop.

GST collections up 56 pc to
Rs 1.44 lakh crore in June

New Delhi, July 2: GST collections in June wit-
nessed a 56 per cent year-on-year increase to over Rs
1.44 lakh crore on economic recovery and better anti-
evasion measures, the finance ministry said on Friday.
Goods and Services Tax (GST) collections in June,
2021 stood at Rs 92,800 crore. Speaking at the GST
Day celebrations, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said Rs 1.4 lakh crore is the “rough bottom
line” for monthly GST revenue collections. This is the
fifth time that the monthly GST collections crossed the
Rs 1.40-lakh-crore mark since inception of GST and
fourth month at a stretch since March 2022, the min-

istry said in a statement. During June, revenues from
import of goods were 55 per cent higher and the rev-
enues from domestic transactions (including import of
services) were 56 per cent higher than the revenues
from these sources during the same month last year.
The total number of e-way bills generated in the month
of May 2022 was 7.3 crore, which is 2 per cent less than
7.4 crore e-way bills generated in the month of April
2022, the ministry added. GST collections in May was
Rs 1.41 lakh crore and in April hit a record high of Rs
1.68 lakh crore.

2 arrested in UP for duping
over 2,000 people on pretext

of providing jobs under central
government scheme

Shahjahanpur (UP), July 2: Two persons were
arrested on Saturday for duping 2,335 people on the
pretext of providing them employment under the ‘Jal
Jeevan Mission’. An ambitious scheme of the Central
government, Jal Jeevan Mission aims to provide safe
tap water to every household. Informing about their
operations Superintendent of Police (SP) of
Shahajahanpur S Anand told PTI, “We received infor-
mation that some people have set up an office in the
South City colony area and were duping people in
name of giving them jobs.” The police raided the said
office and arrested the mastermind Durgesh Shukla, a
native of Unnao and Mithilesh of Pratapgarh district.
“The accused used to give advertisement of jobs under
the Jal Jeevan Mission in newspapers. The accused
used to take Rs 5K from the applicants and provided
them a t-Shirt and a fake joining letter. The applicants
were asked to conduct surveys in rural areas,” said the
officer. “As per the record recovered from the office,
the accused have duped over 2,335 people,” the SP
added. The accused have allegedly set up such offices
in 11 districts, including the state capital Lucknow. The
police recovered fake joining letters, stamps and hoard
of t-shirts of Jal Jeevan mission.

India slams US Commission on
International Religious Freedom

for ‘misrepresenting’ facts
New Delhi, July 2: India on Saturday slammed the

US Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) for its “biased” and “inaccurate” comments
on the country. The strong reaction from the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) came a day after the USCIRF
alleged “repression” of critical voices, especially reli-
gious minorities and those reporting on and advocating
for them in India. “We have seen the biased and inaccu-
rate comments on India by the US Commission on
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF),” MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said. He said the com-
ments reflect a “severe lack of understanding” of India
and its constitutional framework, its plurality and its
democratic ethos. “Regrettably, USCIRF continues to
misrepresent facts time and again in its statements and
reports in pursuance of its motivated agenda. 

Haryana: Policy notwithstanding,
employee can be transferred

before 5 years, rules HC
Chandigarh, July 2: The Punjab and Haryana

High Court has made it clear that the Haryana
Government’s online transfer policy cannot be
interpreted to mean that the state is totally prohib-
ited from carrying out an employee’s transfer prior
to five-year stay in a zone. The ruling by Justice
Vinod S Bhardwaj came on a petition filed by
Naresh Kumar and other petitioners against the
state of Haryana and other respondents for quash-
ing “transfer drive-2022” to the extent that they
were being transferred forcefully in accordance
with a list dated June 10. The High Court cannot
re-write the policy for the state or hold any clause
to be badly embodied, more so, when the policy
itself is not a subject matter of the challenge. —
Justice Vinod S Bhardwaj, Punjab and Haryana
High Court Appearing before Justice Bhardwaj’s
Bench, the petitioners’ counsel contended that the
government notified the online transfer policy for
“taxation inspector, assistant field cadre and clerks
of field cadre in the Excise and Taxation
Department”. The policy prescribed a minimum
tenure of five years for an employee at a station
before he could be transferred under the policy. In
an attempt to buttress the contentions, reference
was made to the provisions of the online transfer
policy. After hearing the counsel for the petitioners
and considering the relevant clauses, Justice
Bhardwaj asserted the perusal of the procedure
required to be adopted by the state government
allowed an employee to participate in the online
transfer policy upon the completion of a three-year
stay in a specific zone.

Fourth batch of over 6,000
pilgrims leaves Jammu for

Amarnath cave shrine
Jammu, July 2: Amid tight security

arrangements, the fourth batch of 6,113 pil-
grims, including 1,292 women, left the
Bhagwati Nagar base camp here on Saturday
to pay obeisance at the 3,880-metre-high holy
cave shrine of Amarnath in south Kashmir
Himalayas, officials said. The pilgrims, also
comprising 195 sadhus and 25 children, will
reach the twin base camps of Pahalgam in
Anantnag district and Baltal in Ganderbal
district later in the day. Over 20,000 pilgrims
have offered their prayers at the cave shrine,
housing the naturally formed ice-shivlingam,
since the commencement of the 43-day yatra
on June 30 from the twin routes - the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam in south
Kashmir's Anantnag and the 14-km shorter
Baltal in central Kashmir's Ganderbal. Of the
latest batch that left the Bhagwati Nagar
base camp, the officials said 4,173 pilgrims
left in a convoy of 148 vehicles for the
Pahalgam base camp, while 1,940 pilgrims
preferred the Baltal route and departed in a
fleet of 80 vehicles. With this, 23,214 yatris
have left the Bhagwati Nagar base camp for
the Valley since June 29, the day the first
batch of pilgrims was flagged off by
Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha.

21 IPS officers transferred
in Uttar Pradesh

Lucknow, July 2: The Uttar Pradesh Government on
Saturday ordered transfer of 21 Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers, including police chiefs of 14 districts.
According to the transfer list released on Saturday,
Ayodhya Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Shailesh
Kumar Pandey has been given the same post in Prayagraj
in place of Ajay Kumar who has been made SP CBCID
Lucknow. Kasganj SP Rohan Botre has been made the
new SP Ghazipur. Kannauj SP Prashant Verma has been
made SSP Ayodhya. Commandant of PAC Ghaziabad
Rajesh Kumar Srivastava has been made SP Kannauj.
Ghazipur SP Rambadan Singh has been made Deputy
Commissioner of Police Gautam Budh Nagar. Saharanpur
SSP Akash Tomar has been made SP of Gonda while
Gorakhpur SSP Vipin Tada has been made SSP
Saharanpur. Mathura SSP Gaurav Grover has been made
the new SSP of Gorakhpur. Muzaffarnagar SSP Abhishek
Yadav has been made the SSP Mathura, Amroha SP
Vineet Jaiswal is the new SSP Muzaffarnagar. Amethi SP
Dinesh Singh has been made SP of Bijnor. Gautam Budh
Nagar Police Commissionerate Deputy Commissioner of
Police Elamaran has been made SP of Amethi.   SP
Regional Intelligence, Ayodhya. Police Academy
Moradabad SP Vijay Dhul has been posted as Deputy
Commissioner of Police Kanpur, CBI SP Rahul Raj has
been posted as Deputy Commissioner of Police Lucknow.

Capt Amarinder Singh
likely to merge party

with BJP, claims saffron
party leader

Chandigarh, July 2: Former
Punjab chief minister Capt
Amarinder Singh is likely to merge
his party Punjab Lok Congress with
the BJP after his return from
London, where he is recovering
after a spinal surgery. Though there
is no word from the party, senior
Punjab BJP leader Harjit Singh
Grewal on Saturday claimed that a
decision in this connection had been
made. Before departing for London,
Singh had conveyed his intention to
merge his party with the BJP,
Grewal said, adding that the former
chief minister would announce the
merger on his return. Singh, the
scion of the erstwhile Patiala royal
family and a two-time chief minister,
had floated the PLC after he quit the
Congress following his unceremoni-
ous exit as chief minister last year.
The PLC contested the 2022 state
assembly polls in alliance with the
BJP and Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa-led
Shiromani Akali Dal (Sanyukt).
However, none of the PLC candi-
dates could register a win, with
Amarinder himself losing from the
Patiala Urban seat.
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every passing day.Chandigarh.Less than four months after Cheema had also said that the state 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) came to government had already planned to finance Mann also assured the people 
power with a thumping majority in this scheme by cutting wasteful expenditure that the AAP government is 
Punjab, the party’s government on and through enhancement of their own tax committed to the progress 
Friday fulfilled its first guarantee of revenue.of the state and the 
providing 300 units of power free prosperity of its people. KEJRIWAL CONGRATULATES PEOPLE 
every month to all Punjabis, starting OF PUNJABWith the implementation of 
from Friday (July 1). the decision, as many as 73 Delhi Chief Minister and AAP national 

“The guarantee of providing free lakh families are expected convener Arvind Kejriwal on Friday 
electricity up to 300 units has started to be benefitted. congratulated the people of Punjab on the 
from July 1, 2022...This means that roll out of a free electricity scheme, saying Finance Minister Harpal 
people will get free power as they will that the party walks the talk. Giving 300 Singh Cheema, while 
have zero amount of electricity bills,” units of free electricity to each household present ing the AAP-
said the chief minister. every month was one of the key poll government 's  maiden 

Mann, in another landmark decision, promises of the AAP, and it announced a budget on June 27, had said 
also declared that in a major relief to scheme to that effect after coming to power that providing 300 units of 
the common man across the state, “all earlier this year.“Congratulations to the free power would put an Mann added that the state government is 
electricity bills, prior to December 31, 2021, people of Punjab! From today people of additional burden of Rs 1,800 crore on the committed to fulfilling every guarantee 
will be waived off”. Punjab will get 300 units of electricity free state exchequer. “AAP government is promised to the people of the state.

of cost. Lakhs of families will now have zero fulfilling its first guarantee made to the The chief minister categorically said that it Meanwhile, training his guns at the 
electricity bills every month," Kejriwal people of Punjab by providing 300 units of was a big reprieve for the people of the state Opposition, the chief minister said that 
tweeted in Hindi with the roll out of the domestic power supply per month free to all who were hitherto shelling out money for previous governments made tall promises to 
scheme.“We have fulfilled our promise. The citizens of Punjab with effect from July 1. paying huge power bills. “From now people during the polls but they were hardly 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) does what it says. This will bring big relief to Punjabis, who onwards, all consumers will get 300 units of fulfilled in five years. However, he said that 
People of Punjab will also get freedom from are reeling under exorbitant power bills,” power free, which will mitigate the woes of the AAP government has set a new precedent 
expensive electricity," Kejriwal added.Cheema had said.the common man,” he added. by fulfilling one after another guarantee with 

EC to publish 
finalised J&K voters' 

list on Oct 31
Srinagar.The Election Commission 

will publish the finalised electoral 
rolls of Jammu and Kashmir on 
October 31, the union territory's first 
voters' list after the boundaries of 
assembly seats were redrawn in the 
delimitation exercise.

In a letter to the chief electoral officer 
of Jammu and Kashmir, the poll 
panel has given a timeline to 
complete various activities before 
the final publication of the electoral 
rolls on October 31.

Officials said the voters' list will keep 
getting updated as there are four cut-
off dates in a year now when those 
turning 18 can enrol themselves as 
voters.Earlier, those turning 18 on or 
before the first day of the year, could 
apply to become voters on January 1. 
Now, those turning 18 on or before 
January 1, April 1, July 1 and 
October 1 can apply to become 
voters.As per existing policy, the 
revision of electoral rolls with 
reference to January 1 of the coming 
year as the qualifying date is carried 
out in later part of each year in all 
states and union territories so that the 
final publication of the electoral rolls 
could be made in the first week of 
January of the succeeding year.

However, due to various reasons, the 
annual revision of electoral rolls 
could not be undertaken in Jammu 
and Kashmir after special summary 
revision, 2019.In the meantime, an 
exercise to redraw the boundaries of 
constituencies in the UT was in 
progress and the finally delimitated 
segments were notified by the 
Delimitation Commission on May 5 
this year.

As the revision of electoral rolls was 
not conducted for the last three years 
in Jammu and Kashmir, new eligible 
electors could not get themselves 
registered in the electoral rolls, the 
letter noted.

" ... in order to update electoral roll on 
the basis of newly delimitated 
constituencies, so that all newly 
eligible young electors can have the 
opportunity to get themselves 
enrolled, the exercise of Special 
Summary Revision with reference to 
the next qualifying date is required to 
be undertaken without further 
delay," the letter said.

The electoral roll revision needs to be 
carried out before the first assembly 
election is conducted in the Union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

bridges have been damaged across the Guwahati.The flood situation in Assam 
affected districts of the state.remained grim on Friday as 14 more 

deaths, including six children, were Currently, the rivers Brahmaputra, 
reported in the past 24 hours and over Kopili, Disang and Burhiding are 
29.70 lakh people in 30 districts were flowing above the danger mark in six 
affected by the deluge. With this, the toll districts.
from this year's floods and landslides has CM REVIEWS FLOOD SITUATION
gone up to 173. Meanwhile, on Friday, Assam Chief 

Six people lost their lives in Cachar, Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma visited 
followed by three in Nagaon and two in the flood-ravaged Silchar town in the 
Barpeta, while Karimganj, Kokrajhar and Cachar district. During his visit to the 
Lakhimpur districts recorded one death district headquarter town, CM Sarma 
each. Over 29.70 lakh people are affected visited a relief and medical camp. The 
at present in Bajali, Baksa, Barpeta, are inundated. The worst affected is Cachar, Chief Minister directed the concerned 
Biswanath, Cachar, Chirang, Darrang, where over 14.04 lakh people have been officials to ensure the inmates have access to 
Dhemaji, Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Dima Hasao, affected by the deluge, followed by Nagaon proper sanitation, drinking water, and 
Goalpara, Golaghat, Hailakandi, Hojai, with more than 4.32 lakh people still nutritious food besides others during their 
Kamrup, Kamrup Metropolitan, Karbi suffering due to the crisis brought to their stay in the camp.CM Sarma also distributed 
Anglong West, Karimganj, Kokrajhar, lives by the devastating floods. ex-gratia relief to the next of kin of 10 
Lakhimpur, Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon, deceased who lost their lives in the recent Authorities are running 894 relief camps and 
Nalbari, Sivasagar, Sonitpur, Tamulpur, floods. He also informed that the process of distribution centres in 23 districts, where as 
Tinsukia and Udalguri districts. On the other granting relief to family members of the rest many as 3,03,484 people are currently taking 
hand, a total of 2,450 villages are under water of the deceased has begun and will soon be shelter. Due to the impact of the flood waters, 
and more than 63,314 hectares of crop areas disbursed.many houses, roads, embankments and 

Flood claims 14 lives in Assam as 
situation worsens, toll touches 173

With 14 more deaths caused by the floods in the last 24 hours, the toll in Assam 
reached 173 with over 29 lakh people in 30 districts affected by the deluge.

Punjab: AAP fulfils poll promise, announces 
300 units of free power to families each month

Udaipur killers in NIA 
custody, were 
provoked by Pak 
handlers to ‘do 
something big’

Kolkata. Relentless search operations by the 
Indian Army, Assam Rifles, Territorial 
Army, SDRF and NDRF continue after a 
after a massive landslide hit the company 
location of 107 Territorial Army of the 
Indian Army deployed near Tupul railway 
station in Manipur’s Noney district. Mortal 
remains of 24 people, including territorial 
army personnel and civilians, have been 
recovered so far. Fresh teams were deployed 
today to augment the efforts in the search.

So far, 13 Territorial Army personnel and five 
civilians have been safely rescued, while the 
search for other missing persons still 
continues. The civil administration has 
cautioned civilians living in downstream evacuate due to the likelihood of breach in Meanwhile, another landslide hit near the 
areas of the river to take precautions and the dam created on the river by the landslide. tragedy site at Noney, Manipur

Kanwar Yatra 2022: 
Preparation on final 
stage in UP for 
annual trek starting 
from July 14

Lucknow.After a gap of two years due to the 
Covid pandemic, Kanwad Yatra is set to 
begin on July 14 and preparations are being 
finalised in Uttar Pradesh for the pilgrims. A 
huge influx of kanwariyas is being 
anticipated this time owing to the two-year 
break.

Kanwad Yatra, which takes place in the month 
of Sawan, will end on July 26. Kanwariyas 
(devotees of Lord Shiva) collect water from 
the Ganga River at Haridwar, Uttarakhand to 
offer at Shiva temples in their areas as part of 
the yatra.The UP government also held a 
meeting with officials of Uttarakhand, 
Rajasthan and Haryana in this regard.

Meanwhile, the Delhi government recently 
announced that 175 camps for kanwariyas 
will be set up to ensure that they do not face 
any inconvenience.

Jaipur. A day after officially taking over the 
probe into the Udaipur murder case, the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) has 
taken custody of the two main accused, 
Muhammad Riaz and Ghouse Muhammad.

Early on Saturday morning, an NIA team 
reached the high security jail in Rajasthan’s 
Ajmer and took custody of the two accused. 
They are now being transported to Jaipur 
under heavy security cover. They will be 
produced in court today.

Meanwhile, intelligence sources told India 
Today that Muhammad Riaz and Ghouse 
Muhammad had been indoctrinated by 
Pakistan-based handlers, identified as 
Salman Haider and Abu Ibrahim. The 
sources said that Haider and Ibrahim had 
been provoking the two accused to stage a 
major attack in the wake of the row over 
Nupur Sharma’s remarks about the Prophet.

According to sources, Muhammad Riaz and 
Ghouse Muhammad had allegedly been 
trying to arrange for explosives like RDX to 
carry out terror strikes. The two had talked 
about “doing something big”, they said.

Tailor Kanhaiya Lal was beheaded on 
Tuesday by two cleaver-wielding men, 
Muhammad Riaz and Ghouse Muhammad, 
who posted a grisly video of the crime 
online claiming responsibility for the deed. 
Both the accused were arrested in 
Rajsamand hours after the crime.

The two accused had links to Dawat-e-Islami, 
a religious movement based in Pakistan, 
sources said. A case has been registered 
under the stringent Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA) and is being 
investigated by the NIA with support from 
the Anti-Terrorist Squad and Special 
Operations Group (SOG) of the Rajasthan 
Police.

On Friday, an Udaipur court transferred the 
murder case to the NIA. So far, three more 
suspects have been arrested and 10-plus 
people have been rounded up in connection 
with the case.

Exclusive: Eyewitness recalls Udaipur beheading 
horror for the 1st time on camera

In an exclusive interview with India Today/Aaj Tak, an eyewitness to the beheading of tailor Kanhaiya Lal by two men recounted the grisly attack, for the first time on camera.

our pleas. The accused fled away Pakistan, sources said.Udaipur. In an exclusive interview 
on the same bike,” the eyewitness with India Today/Aaj Tak, an A case has been registered under the 
said.The harrowing incident was eyewitness to the beheading of stringent Unlawful Activities 
caught on the CCTV camera inside tailor Kanhaiya Lal by two men Prevention Act (UAPA) and is 
the shop, which was functional at recounted the grisly attack, for the being investigated by the NIA with 
the time of the crime, he said.first time on camera. support from the Anti-Terrorist 

UDAIPUR MURDER CASE SO Squad and Special Operations The eyewitness, who worked at 
FAR Group (SOG) of the Rajasthan Kanhaiya Lal's shop, said the two 

Police.accused, Mohammad Riyaz and Tailor Kanhaiya Lal was beheaded 
Ghouse Mohammed, came on a on Tuesday by two cleaver- On Friday, an Udaipur court 
bike bearing number 2611 and wielding men, Muhammad Riaz transferred the murder case to the 
parked it right in front of the shop and Ghouse Muhammad, who NIA, which brought the two main 

posted a grisly video of the crime accused to Delhi. They will be “When they entered the shop, 
online claiming responsibility for produced in court today.Kanhaiya Lal, a co-worker and I 
the deed. Both the accused were were present inside the shop. They In addition to Muhammad Riaz and 
arrested in Rajsamand hours after had come on the pretext of getting some help but no one from outside run out of the shop but was hit on Ghouse Muhammad, three more 
the crime. The two accused had clothes stitched. All of a sudden, came for our help,” he added. the back by a weapon, which suspects have been arrested and 
links to Dawat-e-Islami, a they attacked Kanhaiya Lal,” said caused him injuries. “No help 10-plus people have been rounded The eyewitness said he hit one of the 
religious movement based in Sharma. “We shouted, trying to get came forward from outside despite up in connection with the case.attackers. His co-worker tried to 

Manipur landslide: 24 bodies recovered; 18 rescued, 
search continues for the missing

BSF hands back 3-
year-old Pak boy who 
accidentaly reached 
border in Punjab

Ferozepur (Punjab). A 3-year-old 
Pakistani boy, who accidently reached 
the International Border (IB) in Punjab, 
has been handed over to his family by the 
Border Security Force (BSF), officials 
said on Saturday.

The incident was reported in Ferozepur 
Sector of the state at around 7 PM on 
Friday when the BSF troops noticed a 
child crying near the IB fence. The child 
kept crying and calling "papa, papa", 
following which the BSF field 
commander sought an immediate flag 
meeting with the Pakistani Rangers so 
that he could be handed back, they said.

The child was shortly handed over to the 
Rangers in the presence of his father, the 
officials said.

The Punjab government on Friday rolled out its first pre-election guarantee of providing 300 units of 
free power every month to the residents of the state.

A massive landslide hit the company location of 107 Territorial Army of the Indian Army 
deployed near Tupul railway station in Manipur’s Noney district on Wednesday. A total of 13 

territorial army personnel and five civilians have been rescued so far.

New Delhi, Sunday, 3 July, 2022
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Russia seizes control of Sakhalin gas project, raises stakes with West
contract from Sakhalin-2. The in which Japan's Mitsui has a 12.5 Tokyo/London Russian President 
action also raises the risks facing per cent stake and Mitsubishi Vladimir Putin has raised the stakes 
Western companies still in Russia. holds 10 per cent.Japanese Prime in an economic war with the West 

Minister Fumio Kishida said on and its allies with a decree that seizes "Russia 's  decree effect ively 
Friday that Russia's decision full control of the Sakhalin-2 gas and expropriates foreign stakes in the 
would not immediately stop LNG oil project in Russia's far east, a move Sakhalin Energy Investment 
imports from the development, that could force out Shell and Company, marking a further 
while Japan's Industry Minister Japanese investors. escalation in ongoing tensions," 
Koichi  Hagiuda sa id  the  said Lucy Cullen, a principal The order, signed on Thursday, creates 
government did not consider the analyst from consultancy Wood a new firm to take over all rights and 
decree a requisition.Mackenzie.Many Western firms obligations of Sakhalin Energy 

and its allies for freezing Russian have already packed up, while others "The decree does not mean that Japan's Investment Co, in which Shell and 
assets and other sanctions.have said they would quit, but Putin's L N G  i m p o r t s  w i l l  b e c o m e  two Japanese trading companies, 

Sakhalin-2, in which Shell has a 27.5 move adds complications to an immediately impossible, but it is Mitsui and Mitsubishi, hold just 
per cent minus one share stake, is one already complex process for those necessary to take all possible under 50 per cent.The five-page 
of the world's largest LNG projects looking for the exit. Moscow has measures in preparation for decree, which follows Western 
with output of 12 million tonnes. Its been preparing a law, expected to unforeseen circumstances," Hagiuda sanctions imposed on Moscow over 
cargoes mainly head to Japan, South pass soon, to allow the state to seize told reporters.Japan has 2-3 weeks of its invasion of Ukraine, indicates the 
Korea, China, India and other Asian assets of Western firms which decide LNG stocks held by utilities and city Kremlin will now decide whether the 
countries.to go.Shell, which has already gas suppliers and Hagiuda has asked foreign partners can stay.

MAKING PREPARATIONSwritten off the value of its Russian his U.S. and Australian energy State-run Gazprom already has a 50 per 
assets, made clear months ago it counterparts for alternative supplies, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov cent plus one share stake in Sakhalin-
intended to quit Sakhalin-2 and has he said.According to the decree, said Russia saw no grounds for 2, which accounts for about 4 per 
been in talks with potential buyers. It Gazprom keeps its stake but others halting LNG deliveries from cent of the world's liquefied natural 
said on Friday it was assessing the must ask the Russian government for Sakhalin-2 and said the future of gas (LNG) production.The move 
Russian decree. a stake in the new firm within one other projects or investments would threatens to unsettle an already tight 

month. The government will decide be determined case by case.Sources have said Shell believed there LNG market, although Moscow said 
whether to approve any request.was a risk Russia would nationalise "There can be no general rule here," he it saw no reason for Sakhalin-2 

foreign-held assets, while Putin has Gazprom, Sakhalin Energy and the said.Japan, which depends heavily deliveries to stop. Japan imports 10 
repeatedly said Moscow would Russian energy ministry did not on imported energy, has said it would per cent of its LNG each year from 
retaliate against the United States respond to requests for comment.not give up its interests in Sakhalin-2, Russia, mainly under a long-term 

New York moves to ban concealed guns in many places, including Times Square

London. WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has 
appealed to the High Court in London to block his 
extradition to the United States to face criminal charges, 
his brother said on Friday, the latest step in his legal 
battle that has dragged on for more than a decade.
Assange, 50, is wanted by US authorities on 18 counts, 
including a spying charge, relating to WikiLeaks' 
release of vast troves of confidential US military 
records and diplomatic cables which Washington said 
had put lives in danger.
Last month, Home Secretary Priti Patel approved his 
extradition, with her office saying British courts had 
concluded his extradition would not be incompatible 
with his human rights, and that he would be treated 
appropriately.Australian-born Assange's legal team 
have lodged an appeal against that decision at the High 
Court, his brother Gabriel Shipton confirmed. The court 
must give its approval for the appeal to be heard, but it is 
likely the legal case will take months to conclude.
"We also urge the Australian government to intervene 
immediately in the case to end this nightmare," Shipton 
told Reuters.The saga began at the end of 2010 when 
Sweden sought Assange's extradition from Britain over 
allegations of sex crimes. When he lost that case in 
2012, he fled to the Ecuadorean embassy in London, 
where he spent seven years.When he was finally 
dragged out in April 2019, he was jailed for breaching 
British bail conditions although the Swedish case 
against him had been dropped. He has been fighting 
extradition to the United States since June 2019 and 
remains in jail."We're going to fight this. We're going to 
use every appeal avenue," his wife Stella Assange told 
reporters after Patel approved his extradition.

Monkeypox symptoms in UK patients differ from previous outbreaks in other regions: Study
London Symptoms of monkeypox patients in the likely to see additional monkeypox cases in the symptoms.Individuals diagnosed with monkeypox 
UK differ from those observed in previous future.The researchers call for additional resources were advised on isolation measures and regularly 
outbreaks elsewhere in the world, according to a to support services in managing this condition. assessed subsequently via telephone welfare 
study published in The Lancet Infectious Diseases checks.The 54 patients observed in this study “Currently, the UK and several other countries are 
journal on Saturday.The researchers looked at 54 represent 60 per cent of the cases reported in the UK seeing a rapid increase in monkeypox cases among 
patients who attended sexual health clinics in during the 12 day study period during May this individuals attending sexual health clinics, with no 
London, UK and were diagnosed with monkeypox year.apparent links to countries where the disease is 
during a 12-day period in May this year. endemic,” said Nicolo Girometti, from the Chelsea All except two of the patients in the cohort were not 
The finding suggests that patients in this group had & Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation aware of having been in contact with a known case 
a higher prevalence of skin lesions in the genital and Trust.Monkeypox is a novel diagnosis within the and none reported travel to sub-Saharan Africa, 
anal area and lower prevalence of tiredness and sexual health setting and our study, the first to however many had recently visited other European 
fever than in cases from previously studied publish on cases from this UK outbreak, will countries.All patients identified as men who have 
outbreaks of monkeypox.Based on these findings, support future case finding and clinical care,” sex with men and there was a median age of 41, the 
the researchers suggest current case definitions for Girometti said.The researchers collected data from researchers said.As many as 90 per cent of the 
‘probable cases’ of monkeypox should be reviewed monkeypox patients at four sexual health centres in patients who responded to the questions on sexual 
to help identify cases.They also predict that the high London, UK.Confirmed cases were defined as activity reported at least one new sexual partner 
prevalence of genital skin lesions in patients and the individuals with laboratory-confirmed infection during the three weeks prior to symptoms, and 
high rate of co-occurring sexually transmitted using a RT-PCR test.They recorded data about the almost all reported inconsistent condom use in this 
infections means that sexual health clinics are patient’s travel history, sexual history, and clinical same time period.

Biden predicts states will try to arrest 
women who travel for abortions

country that this is a gigantic deal that goes Washington President Joe Biden predicted on 
beyond; I mean, it affects all your basic rights".Friday that some US states will try to arrest 

women for crossing state lines to get abortions Biden said the federal government will act to 
after the Supreme Court overturned the protect women who need to cross state lines to 
constitutional right to the procedures get an abortion and ensure their access to 
nationwide. medication in states where it's banned.New 

Mexico's governor, Michelle Lujan Grisham, Thirteen Republican-led states banned or severely 
told the meeting her state "will not cooperate" on restricted the procedure under so-called "trigger 

any attempts to track down women who have 
had abortions to punish them. "We will not 
extradite," she said.Abortion rights groups 
have filed legislation in multiple states 
seeking to preserve the ability of women to 
terminate pregnancies.Judges in Florida, 
Louisiana, Texas and Utah have since issued 
decisions preventing those states from 
enforcing new restrictive abortion laws, while 
Ohio's top court on Friday declined to block 
the Republican-led state from enforcing an 
abortion ban.New York Governor Kathy 
Hochul told the group that "just a handful of 
states" are going to have to take care of health 

laws" after the court struck down the landmark of women across the country."There is such 
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling last week. Women in stress out there," Hochul said. "It is a matter of 
those states seeking an abortion may have to life and death for American women," she added.
t r a v e l  t o  s t a t e s  w h e r e  i t  r e m a i n s  Biden also told the group there were not enough 
legal.Convening a virtual meeting on abortion votes in the Senate to scrap a supermajority rule 
rights with Democratic state governors on known as the filibuster to codify Roe v. Wade's 
Friday, Biden said he thinks "people are gonna protections into law.
be shocked when the first state ... tries to arrest a He had proposed that senators remove the 
woman for crossing a state line to get health filibuster but the suggestion was shot down by 
services."He added, "And I don't think people aides to key Democratic lawmakers.
believe that's gonna happen. But it's gonna "(The) filibuster should not stand in the way of us 
happen, and it's gonna telegraph to the whole being able to (codify Roe)," Biden said.

Google to delete US users' location history on visit to 
abortion clinics, domestic violence shelters

WORLD.Tech giant, Google, on Friday made an announcement that it will 
delete users' location history when they visit abortion clinics, domestic 
violence shelters and other places in the US.Jen Fitzpatrick, a senior vice 
president at Google, wrote in a blog post, "If our systems identify that 
someone has visited one of these places, we will delete these entries from 
Location History soon after they visit," as reported by AFP.
This change will take effect in the coming weeks," he added. Fitzpatrick also 
sought to reassure users that the company takes data privacy seriously.This 
step will be taken for places where privacy is sought. Other places include 
fertility centers, addiction treatment facilities and weight-loss clinics.
US SUPREME COURT BANS ABORTION
The announcement comes a week after the US Supreme Court made the 
tectonic decision to strip American women of constitutional rights to 
abortion, leading a dozen states to ban or severely restrict the procedure and 
prompting mass protests across the country.Activists and politicians have 
been asking tech giants to limit the amount of information they collect to 
avoid it being used by law enforcement for abortion investigations and 
prosecutions.

New York lawmakers voted to pass new gun laws that ban weapons from a long list of  "sensitive places".

Urgent’ action needed in Europe 
over monkeypox spread: WHO

CopenhagenThe World Health Organization called on Friday for 'urgent' 
action t  prevent the spread of monkeypox in Europe, noting that cases had 
tripled there over the past two weeks."Today, I am intensifying my call for 
governments and civil society to scale up efforts ... to prevent monkeypox 
from establishing itself across a growing geographical area," WHO Regional 
Director for Europe, Hans Henri Kluge said."Urgent and coordinated action 
is imperative if we are to turn a corner in the race to reverse the ongoing 
spread of this disease."Since early May, a surge in monkeypox cases has been 
detected outside West and Central African countries where the viral disease is 
endemic.Ninety percent of all laboratory-confirmed cases registered 
worldwide -- or 4,500 infections -- are in Europe, Kluge said.
Thirty-one countries and areas have now reported infections.Kluge said 
Europe remains at the centre of the expanding outbreak and the risk remains 
high.The WHO does not think the outbreak currently constitutes a public 
health emergency of international concern but will review its position 
shortly, he said.Most monkeypox infections so far have been observed in 
men who have sex with men of a young age, chiefly in urban areas, according 
to the WHO.It is investigating cases of possible sexual transmission but 
maintains the disease is primarily spread through close contact.

still debating the bill. "They may think they New York New York lawmakers voted to pass 
can change our lives with the stroke of a pen, new gun laws on Friday that ban weapons 
but we have pens, too."from a long list of "sensitive places," 

including Times Square, and require people The court allowe that people could be banned 
who want a gun license to get more training from carrying weapons in certain "sensitive 
and submit their social media accounts to places," but warned lawmakers against 
government review.The bill was headed to applying the label too broadly. The court also 
New York Governor Kathy Hochul, a made it easier for pro-gun groups to have a 
Democrat, who was expected to sign it into gun regulation overturned, ruling that a 
law, to take effect beginning Sept. 1.The w e a p o n s  r e g u l a t i o n  w a s  l i k e l y  
emergency legislative session began on unconstitutional if it was not similar to the 
Thursday, a week after the Supreme Court's sort of regulations around in the 18th century, 
conservative majority struck down New when the Constitution's Second Amendment 
York's restrictive gun-license laws and ruled was ratified.The bill's list of sensitive places 
for the first time that the U.S. Constitution included: government buildings, medical 
grants an individual the right to carry facilities, places of worship, libraries, 
weapons in public for self-defense.New playgrounds, parks, zoos, schools, colleges, 
York's Democratic leaders have lambasted summer camps, addiction-support centers, 
the ruling, saying there will be more gun homeless shelters, nursing homes, public 
violence if there are more people carrying transit including the New York City subway, 
guns. They conceded they must now loosen places where alcohol or marijuana is 
the state's century-old permit scheme but consumed, museums, theaters, stadiums and 
sought to keep as many restrictions as they other venues, polling places and Times 
can in the name of public safety, which may Square.Republican lawmakers complained 
end up a target for more legal challenges.The that the bill made the right to carry weapons 
court ruled the law legislators are changing lesser than other constitutional rights, such as 
gave too much discretion to officials to deny free speech and freedom of religion.
a permit.Hochul, who ordered the "Now, it's going to be easier to get a concealed-
extraordinary session in the legislature, said carry [license]," Mike Lawler, a Republican "flagrant violation" of the court's ruling and the New York NRA state director, said in a official they had "proper cause," or some 
the state's gun-licensing regulations had member of the Assembly, said during the created more barriers to New Yorkers' self- statement.The court ruled in New York State kind of special reason, for carrying a 
resulted in New York having the fifth-lowest debate. "But you're not going to be able to defense rights, indicating it may soon face Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen that New handgun for self-defense. read more
rate of gun deaths of the 50 US states.Our carry it anywhere."The National Rifle legal challenges."Gov. Hochul and her anti- York officials had too much subjective Reluctantly and not without protest, Hochul state will continue to keep New Yorkers safe Association, the powerful gun-owners' rights Second Amendment allies in Albany have discretion over which gun-license applicants agreed the state must remove the "proper from harm, even despite this setback from the group whose New York affiliate was the defied the United States Supreme Court with could enjoy what it said was a constitutional cause" requirements, though the bill still Supreme Court," she said at a news successful lead plaintiff in last week's an intentionally malicious rewriting of New right. Applicants were denied a concealed- requires licensing officers find the applicant conference in Albany while lawmakers were Supreme Court case, said the bill was a York's concealed carry law," Darin Hoens, carry permit if they could not convince an is of "good moral character.

Russian missiles kill at least 19, including 
a child, in Ukraine’s Odesa region

Pokrovsk. Russian missile attacks on residential areas killed at least 19 
people, including a child, in a Ukrainian town near Odesa early Friday, 
authorities reported. The airstrikes pierced the cautious relief expressed a 
day earlier after Russian forces withdrew from a Black Sea island from 
where they could have staged an assault on the city with Ukraine’s biggest 
port.
Video of the pre-dawn attack showed the charred remains of buildings in the 
small town of Serhiivka, located about 50 kilometers (31 miles) southwest 
of Odesa. The Ukrainian president’s office said three Kh-22 missiles fired 
by Russian bombers struck an apartment building and a campsite.
“A terrorist country is killing our people. In response to defeats on the 
battlefield, they fight civilians,” Andriy Yermak, the chief of staff to 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.
Large numbers of civilians died in Russian strikes and shelling earlier in the 
war, including at a hospital, a theater used as a bomb shelter and a train 
station. Until this week, mass casualties involving residents appeared to 
become more infrequent as Moscow concentrated on capturing eastern 
Ukraine’s Donbas region.Asked about Friday’s strike, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov reiterated Moscow’s claim that it wasn’t targeting 
residential areas during the war, which is now in its fifth month. The Russian 
military is trying to strike munitions depots, weapon repair factories and 
troop training facilities, he said.Ukraine’s Security Service said 19 people 
died, including two children. It said another 38, including six children and a 
pregnant woman, were hospitalized with injuries. Most of the victims were 
in the apartment building, Ukrainian emergency officials said.The airstrikes 
followed the pullout of Russian forces from Snake Island on Thursday, a 
move that was expected to potentially ease the threat to nearby Odesa, home 
to Ukraine’s biggest port. The island sits along a busy shipping lane.Russia 
took control of it in the opening days of the war in the apparent hope of using 
it as a staging ground for an assault on Odesa. The Kremlin portrayed the 
departure of Russian troops from Snake Island as a “goodwill gesture” 
intended to facilitate shipments of grain and other agricultural products to 
Africa, the Middle East and other parts of the world.Ukraine’s military 
claimed a barrage of its artillery and missiles forced the Russians to flee in 
two small speedboats. The exact number of withdrawing troops was not 
disclosed.

WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange lodges appeal 
against US extradition 
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Constitutional culture in India. We honoured everywhere in the world, New Delhi. The Chief Justice of India NV 
need to spread awareness about the including in India."Ramana on Saturday said that the political 
ro les  and responsibi l i t ies  of  party in power believes that every He said that we need to focus on issues that 
ind iv idua l s  and  ins t i tu t ions .  governmental action is entitled to judicial unite us and not on those that divide us.
Democracy is all about participation."endorsement and the parties in opposition "Inclusivity strengthens the unity in society 

expect the judiciary to advance their Both India and the United States are which is key to peace and progress. We need 
political positions and cause but the known for their diversity, said the CJI to focus on issues that unite us. Not on those 
judiciary is answerable to the Constitution adding that this diversity needs to be that divide us. In the 21st century, we cannot 
only. honoured and cherished, everywhere allow petty, narrow and divisive issues to 

in the world.Chief Justice Ramana made the comments at dictate human and societal relationships. 
a felicitation organised by the Association It is only because the United States We have to rise above all the divisive issues 
of Indian Americans in San Francisco, US. honours and respects diversity, that to remain focused on human development. 

you were all able to reach this country A noninclusive approach is an invitation to "As we celebrate 75th year of Independence 
of proper understanding among people and make a mark through your hard disaster."CJI Ramana also reminded the this year and as our Republic turned 72, 
about the Constitution and the functioning work and extraordinary skills, CJI told the audience while they may be leading an with some sense of regret I must add here 
of the democratic institutions," he said. Indian community there. affluent life in USA, their parents and that we still haven't learnt to appreciate 

relatives back home in India should also be wholly the roles and responsibilities CJI further said, "It is the vigorously He said, "It is the tolerance and inclusive 
able to live in a peaceful society which is assigned by the Constitution to each of the promoted ignorance among the general nature of American society that is able to 
free from hate and violence.Institutions," Chief Justice Ramana said. public which is coming to the aid of such attract the best talents from all over the 

forces whose only aim is to run down the world, which in turn is contributing to its "Please remember. You all might have become "The party in power believes that every 
only independent organ i.e., the judiciary. growth. Honouring qualified talents from millionaires and billionaires. For you to Governmental action is entitled to judicial 
Let me make it clear. We are answerable to diverse backgrounds is also essential to enjoy your wealth, you need to have peace endorsement. The parties in opposition 
the Constitution and Constitution alone. To sustain the confidence of all sections of the around you. Your parents back home also expect the judiciary to advance their 
enforce checks and balances envisioned in society in the system. This principle of should be able to live in a society which is political positions and causes. This flawed 
the Constitution, we need to promote inclusivity is universal. It needs to be free from hate and violence," he said.thinking of all hues flourishes in the absence 

After Udaipur, another murder in Maharashtra over 
post on Nupur Sharma; NIA likely to probe case

Udaipur murder: ASP 
suspended, 31 officers 
transferred after Hindu 

man beheaded
Udaipur  murder The 

Rajasthan government on Friday 
night suspended Udaipur ’s 
Additional Superintendent of 
Police (ASP) Ashok Meena, PTI 
reported. The suspension order 
issued by the Joint Secretary 
(Police) of the home department 
Jagveer Singh does not mention 
any reason for the action. While it 
is not yet clarified why the 
Udaipur ASP was suspended, it is 
believed that he was terminated for 
negligence in the matter of tailor 
Kanhaiya Lal, who was constantly 
threatened for a social media post 
supporting Nupur Sharma and 
then brutally beheaded in broad 
daylight by two Islamic radicals.

Apart from this, Udaipur Range IG 
a n d  U d a i p u r  d i s t r i c t  
superintendent of police were 
transferred on Thursday night. 

Prafulla Kumar is the new IG and 
Vikas Sharma is the new SP in 
Udaipur. Jodhpur Commissioner 
Navjyoti Gogoi has also been 
s h i f t e d  a n d  g i v e n  t h e  
responsibility of Jaipur Police 
Academy.

The transfers and suspension came 
after opposition and several 
journalists alleged that the 
R a j a s t h a n  p o l i c e  a n d  
administration denied Kanhaiya 
Lal security despite his claim that 
h e  w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  
threatened for the post.

Later, Rajasthan Deputy Chief 
Minister Sachin Pilot said that the 
government will investigate if 
there were any negligence on the 
administration’s part and strict 
actions will be taken if any merit is 
found in the allegations against 
senior officials.

Udaipur murder case
Kanhaiya Lal, a Hindu tailor was 

beheaded by two Islamic radicals 
over a social media post, in which 
he supported now-suspended BJP 
leader Nupur Sharma, who made a 
controversial remark against 
Prophet Muhammad. The killers 
later released Udaipur killing 
video in which they also 
threatened PM Modi. 

. Udaipur

Mumbai. A 54-year-old chemist was hacked to Amravati city. He had allegedly shared a post Maharashtra Police. The incident occurred 
death in Maharashtra’s Amravati for allegedly on some WhatsApp groups in support of between 10 pm and 10.30 pm on June 21, 
making a social media post in support of Nupur Sharma for her comments. He even when Kolhe was going home on a two-
suspended BJP leader Nupur Sharma. mistakenly shared the post in a WhatsApp wheeler after closing his shop, he said, adding 

group in which some Muslims were also that his son Sanket (27) and wife Vaishnavi Chemist Umesh Prahladrao Kolhe was stabbed 
members, including his customers," an were accompanying him on a different to death in Amravati on June 21, a week before 
official of the City Kotwali police station told . vehicle. "When all of them reached near two men hacked to death Kanhaiya Lal, a 

Mahila College's gate, two motorcycle-borne tailor in Rajasthan's Udaipur.Local BJP Meanwhile, the Maharashtra ATS team is in 
men came from behind and blocked Kolhe's leaders submitted a letter to police over the Amravati to investigate the matter. ATS 
path. A youth alighted from the motorcycle murder of Umesh Prahladrao Kolhe, alleging sources said that they are investigating 
and stabbed Kolhe on his neck with a sharp that he was killed to “take revenge and set an whether there is any terror angle in the case. 
weapon and escaped from the spot. Kolhe example”. The ATS is also investigating whether the 
collapsed on the road in a pool of blood. same pattern was used by the Amravati Confirming the same to Aaj Tak/India Today, 
Sanket rushed him to a hospital, where he accused like the Udaipur accused.police said they have received the letter from 
died," the official said.BJP leaders and are investigating the matter. According to sources in MHA, an NIA team has 

The police have seized the knife used in the An FIR has been lodged and six people have reached Amravati and is likely to take over the 
crime and obtained the CCTV footage that been arrested in connection with the case, investigation. The team is examining the 
captured the sequence of events.police said. "Kolhe ran a medical store in matter and taking details from the 

Hyderabad after a gap of 18 years.New Delhi. KT Rama Rao, the IT 
minister of Telangana where the The Tweet was put out by the minister 
BJP will hold a national hours ahead of the two-day national 
executive meeting today, shared executive by the BJP in Hyderabad, 
pictures of grand office the first physical meeting of the 
buildings in state capital party's key decision-making body 
Hyderabad as he took a swipe at outside the national capital after a 
the national party. Though Mr gap of five years.
Rao did not mention the BJP by The meeting will be BJP's third in a 
name, he chose to use words southern state after coming to 
like "WhatsApp university power in 2014.
executive council meeting" and After consolidating its position in the 
"Jhumla Jeevis" to give enough north-western region following the 
hints on the target of his Tweet. ouster of Uddhav Thackeray 

Though "WhatsApp university" government in Maharashtra, the 
is a term that has emerged for BJP as set it eyes on southern states 
r u m o u r  m o n g e r i n g  o r  espec ia l ly  Telangana .Pr ime 
circulation of fake content on Minister Narendra Modi will hold a 
the messaging platform, the massive rally in Hyderabad 
term has often been used by members to learn the best practices and tomorrow. The rally is expected to 
Opposition parties to take jibes at the BJP. schemes being implemented by the Telangana be based on the theme of local culture and 

government."Don't forget to enjoy our Dum Mr Rao, who is also the working president of tradition.
Biryani and Irani Chai," Mr Rao added in the Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS), the party In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, the BJP had won 
Tweet.BJP is holding its national executive in ruling the state, also advised the visiting four Lok Sabha seats in Telangana.

anything wrong in life".Mumbai. Shiv Sena MP and Uddhav 
Thackeray’s confidant Sanjay Raut on When asked whether it is a politically 
Friday appeared before the Enforcement motivated case, Raut said, "We will come 
Directorate (ED) in Mumbai to record his to know that later. I think I am appearing 
statement in an alleged money laundering before an agency which is neutral, and I 
case. According to reports, Raut was have full confidence in them."
grilled by the anti-corruption agency for Why is Sanjay Raut being investigated?
almost 10 hours and told the media that he In April this year, the ED had also attached 
is fully cooperating in the investigation. immovable properties worth Rs 11.15 
Raut reached the ED office at Ballard crore, including a flat at Dadar, held by 
Estate in south Mumbai around 11.30 in Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
the morning and left around 10 at night. Raut`s wife Varsha and eight land parcels 
"It is our duty to go in front of the central at Kihim near Alibaug, jointly held by the 
agencies if they have any doubt in their latter with Swapna Patkar, in connection 
minds so that people do not have any with the redevelopment scam. Swapna is 
doubt in their minds about us. We were the wife of Sujit Patkar, who is a close 
questioned for 10 hours and we gave full associate of the Sena leader.
co-operation," Raut told reporters outside The ED had earlier summoned him on June 
the ED office. 28. However, Raut had termed the ED's 

"I gave full cooperation and answered all summons as a "conspiracy" to stop him 
their questions. I will appear again if they from fighting against the Shiv Sena's 
call me," Raut said while speaking to the political opponents in the wake of a 
media outside. rebellion by party MLAs and said he will 

Earlier, the heavy police force was not be able to appear before the agency on 
office. After his arrival, the Sena MP waved the ED office.deployed outside the central agency's Tuesday as he had to attend a meeting in 
at his supporters before entering the office office as a large number of Shiv Sena Without sharing the details of the questions Alibag (Raigad district). The ED then issued 
with his lawyer and urged his party members workers were present at the spot. Barricades during interrogation, Raut said “I was a fresh summons and asked him to appear 
not to assemble or cause any trouble outside were placed on the roads leading to the fearless and undaunted and have not done before it on Friday.

Sanjay Raut grilled by ED for over 10 
hours amid Maharashtra power crisis

Telangana's KTR Takes A "WhatsApp 
University" Swipe Ahead Of Big BJP Meet

Woman Gang-Raped In 
UP, Suffers Miscarriage 
After Assault: Cops

Judiciary Is Only Answerable To 
Constitution: Chief Justice

Both India and the United States are known for their diversity, said the CJI adding that this diversity needs to be honoured and cherished, everywhere in the world.

Saharanpur. Four men allegedly gang-raped 
a woman and impregnated her, police said on 
Saturday.The woman suffered a miscarriage 
after the accused assaulted her as they learnt 
about her pregnancy, the police said.

In a complaint at the Deoband police station, 
the 24-year-old woman alleged that in 
January a young man entered her house 
when she was alone. He allegedly raped her 
and also filmed the act. He threatened to kill 
her parents and also make the video viral if 
she lodged a complaint.

The woman alleged that the man continued to 
sexually abuse her. He also took her to an 
unknown place in Deoband, where he kept 
her hostage, and three other men, all aged 
25-30 years, gang-raped her.

Referring to the complaint, Superintendent of 
Police (rural) Suraj Rai said the woman 
claimed that when she became pregnant, the 
accused tried to kill her. However, on June 
25, she managed to escape from them and 
returned home. On June 26, the four men 
arrived at her house and allegedly assaulted 
her, following which she suffered a 
miscarriage, the senior police official said.

Police said the woman has been hospitalised 
the matter is being investigated. 

Police in Amravati said they are investigating whether a chemist was murdered for allegedly 

making a social media post in support of suspended BJP leader Nupur Sharma.

Maha Vikas Aghadi 
Fields Sena's Rajan 

Salvi For Maharashtra 
Assembly Speaker

Mumbai. Shiv Sena MLA Rajan Salvi on 
Saturday filed his nomination as the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi's (MVA) candidate for the post 
of Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 
Speaker, election for which will be held on 
July 3.

On Friday, first-time BJP legislator Rahul 
Narvekar had filed his nomination for the 
post.While Mr Narvekar represents Colaba 
Assembly constituency in Mumbai, Mr 
Salvi is the MLA from Rajapur segment in 
Ratnagiri district.

A special two-day Assembly session has been 
convened on July 3 and 4. While election for 
the speaker's post will be held on Sunday, the 
newly sworn-in Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, in whose cabinet BJP leader 
Devendra Fadnavis is the deputy chief 
minister, will face the floor test the next day.

The MVA alliance consists of the Shiv Sena, 
NCP and Congress. The government of these 
three parties collapsed on Wednesday 
following a rebellion by Eknath Shinde, who 
took oath as CM the next day.

Congress leader Balasaheb Thorat said Mr 
Salvi is the opposition's candidate for the 
election to the speaker's post.

Jayant Patil, Dhananjay Munde (NCP), Ashok 
Chavan (Congress), Sunil Prabhu (Shiv 
Sena) were prominent among those who 
were present with Salvi when he filed his 
papers here. The deadline for filing of the 
nomination papers was 12 noon on Saturday.

The post of assembly speaker has been lying 
vacant since Nana Patole of Congress 
resigned in February last year to become the 
party's state unit president.

After Udaipur beheading, 
slain Kamlesh Tiwari's 
wife gets threat letter

Lucknow. After the murder of a tailor in broad 
daylight in Rajasthan’s Udaipur, the wife of 
slain Hindu Samaj Party chief Kamlesh 
Tiwari has alleged that she received an 
anonymous letter threatening to kill her.

Kiran Tiwari said she discovered the threat 
letter, delivered in a white envelope, inside 
her Lucknow home on June 22. It was written 
in Urdu. Significantly, the letter also had 
black and white photos of several people, 
including Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath. The photos had big X marks on 
them, with the word “target” written by hand 
next to them.

Police said they have received a complaint and 
are investigating the matter.

Kamlesh Tiwari, the president of little-known 
right-wing outfit Hindu Samaj Party, was 
shot before his throat was slit in Lucknow on 
October 18, 2018. The incident happened in 
his office in the Uttar Pradesh capital. The 
assailants came to meet him on the pretext of 
working for his outfit.

Tiwari made headlines in December 2015 after 
making objectionable remarks about Prophet 
Muhammad. His utterances led to protests by 
various Muslim groups at many places, with 
some of the protesting outfits calling for his 
head. Protesters at Muzaffarnagar in Uttar 
Pradesh and Tonk in Rajasthan demanded 
that Kamlesh Tiwari "should be beheaded".

KT Rama Rao also advised the visiting members to learn the best practices 
and schemes being implemented by the Telangana government.
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EDITORIAL 6

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Himachal The Centre is set to implement a ban on single-use 

Pradesh. The implementation has been patchy plastic (SUP) across the country from tomorrow. 

in general, with the authorities often adopting a The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

lax attitude and things eventually returning to Climate Change has prohibited the manufacture, 

business as usual.The planet is choking on import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of 

plastic — only 9% of the plastic trash is identified SUP items that have ‘low utility and 

recycled. The volume of global plastic waste is high littering potential’, such as plastic 

estimated to almost triple by 2060. India wrappings used for packaging, earbud sticks and 

accounts for over 20% of the world’s disposable cutlery. National and state-level 

mismanaged plastic waste, which is neither control rooms will be established in an effort to 

recycled/incinerated nor buried in landfills and ensure strict enforcement, while states and union 

ends up mostly in sewers and water bodies. It territories have been told to set up border 

needs the participation of all stakeholders to checkpoints to prevent inter-state movement of 

reduce and avoid dependence on SUP. banned items. The Union Government, which 

Innovative initiatives can make a difference, issued a notification to ban SUP in August 2021, 

such as Himachal’s buyback scheme under claims that it has given ample time to the 

which the government will pay students Rs 75 manufacturers to make a switchover and is also 
pinch if the substitutes (paper/cloth bags) are not easily for every kg of single-use plastic items they deposit with helping them produce the alternatives.
available or lack affordability and durability. Several It is inevitable that the ban will encounter teething troubles, their school/college. The nation and society as a whole 
states have imposed a complete or partial ban on single-such as resistance from a section of the trader community must wage a war against the menace that poses grave 
use plastic over the years, including Karnataka, as well as the industry. The end-users will also feel the environmental and health hazards.

Grieving for Teesta Lessons from China’s war-preparedness drill

It’s time drug regulation system is reviewed

different clinical trial phases. Assisting the suggested the names of the so-called experts to the Amidst the public glare on the Agnipath scheme and the 
regulator in the technical approval process is a CDSCO so that they could have a pliant SEC.Moreover, political crisis in Maharashtra appeared a report of 
mechanism called the Subject Expert the decision to seek expert opinion was with the non-alleged corruption involving India’s much-celebrated 
Committee (SEC), consisting of external medical functionaries of the CDSCO, which left ‘the pharmaceutical sector and the country’s drug regulatory 
experts. Given the high stakes involved in drug doors wide open to the risk of irrational and incorrect system. This case of bribery is different from such cases 
development and competitive pressures, drug decisions’, with the potential to harm public health. reported routinely and those involving much higher 
companies always seek to speed up the Experts connected with the regulatory process must be sums of money because it has implications for people’s 
regulatory process. They hire middlemen and made to declare ‘conflict of interest’ outlining all past health. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has 
companies that handle paperwork relating to the and present pecuniary relationships with drug companies arrested a top official of the Central Drugs Standard 
approval process, just as they outsource clinical that stand to benefit from their recommendations. Even Control Organisation (CDSCO) — the regulatory body 
trials to third parties.In the present case, the drug such basic precautions were not taken.for drug approvals in India — and a senior official in 
had undergone clinical trials in other markets charge of regulatory affairs of a Bengaluru-based Based on the evidence that emerged from examining the 
and the company was seeking a waiver of phase pharmaceutical firm as well as officials of a company files of the CDSCO and testimonies of experts, the panel 
III clinical trials in India. If all its data was in acting as middlemen on behalf of the pharma company. was unequivocal in concluding that “there is sufficient 
order, it would have gotten the approval in any evidence on record to conclude that there is a collusive According to the report, the company officials bribed a 
case. The CBI has alleged that the company nexus between drug manufacturers, some functionaries joint drug controller to speed up clearance for one of its 
bribed the CDSCO official to get a favourable of CDSCO and some medical experts.”flagship products — the injectable insulin. Those 
response from the SEC for its application. The involved in bribing the official were caught red-handed Has the situation changed since 2013? No, as shown in the 
officer attended the SEC meeting held on May and arrested and 11 locations were raided in Bengaluru, latest case involving the SEC that waived the clinical 
22, 2022, and tampered with its proceedings by Delhi and Gurugram. trials for the insulin shot developed outside India. 
replacing the word ‘data’ with ‘protocol’. This Experts have questioned the approvals granted to some The process of marketing new drugs — those developed in 

sham. Many approvals were given for the waiver of has serious regulatory implications. The company or Covid drugs by the SECs during the pandemic.It has India and elsewhere — in the Indian markets is quite 
clinical trials in India, and some files were not even persons acting on its behalf tried to influence a critical been almost a decade since the last investigation into the elaborate, involving multiple steps and players. Starting 
traceable.regulatory procedure in connivance with an insider. It functioning of the drug regulatory authority in India took with pre-clinical studies to establish the safety and 

The panel which reviewed the approvals given by the also exposes malfunctioning in the CDSCO division place. The government and Health Ministry owe an efficacy in animals to clinical trials in humans to ensure 
SECs found that ‘an overwhelming majority are which handles the SEC. The conduit company, which explanation if any corrective steps have been taken since safety, efficacy and dosing, a new drug has to undergo 
recommendations based on personal perception without counts several large pharma companies among its then to reform the regulatory system and make the extensive testing. Data from each stage has to be 
giving any hard scientific evidence or data. Such clients, also needs to be investigated thoroughly. process of drug approvals evidence-based and presented to the drug regulator before the start of the next 
opinions are of extremely limited value and merely a Above all, the probity of the SEC members becomes transparent.The present case provides an opportunity for phase. If all goes well, marketing approval is given. In 
formality’. Still worse, the panel found documentary suspect. While the company, Biocon, has denied any another exercise to clean it up. the case of drugs already approved by the regulators in 
evidence to conclude that many opinions were written by wrongdoing, the CDSCO and Health Ministry have kept mature markets such as America and Europe, the Indian The review should not only cover the CDSCO but also the 
‘the invisible hands of drug manufacturers and experts mum. As a follow-up, the CBI should investigate not rules allow bypassing some stages of approval, provided functioning of the Food Safety and Standards Authority 
merely obliged by putting their signatures’. The only all the cases handled by the compromised CDSCO the results of all clinical data gathered elsewhere are of India (FSSAI). In the name of ‘ease of doing 
language used in the opini on given by different experts officials but also the approvals given by this particular presented and the regulator is satisfied with it. business’, it is unethical for the government to let the 
was identical, confirming the suspicion that they were all SEC as well as other SECs. A parliamentary panel in regulators sleep with the regulated, and in the process, In the case of emergencies like a pandemic, the drug 
written by the manufacturers concerned. The 2013, which investigated the functioning of the compromise people’s health and food safety. regulator may permit the simultaneous conduct of 
parliamentarians suspected that drug companies even regulatory system, had found that the SEC set-up was a 

Single-use plastic

I had great faith in the judiciary. Alas, I have lost it. 
Like other institutions, the media in particular, it 
has caved in or is in the process of doing so. I did 
not expect the court to swim against the tide and 
hold our powerful PM complicit in the attack on 
Zakia Jafri’s husband, but no sensible Indian 
expected the topmost judicial authority to make 
extremely disparaging remarks against Teesta 
Setalvad and RB Sreekumar and accuse them of a 
pre-planned conspiracy to harm PM Modi!These 
remarks were immediately picked up by BJP 
stalwarts and a politicised Gujarat Police to 
register an FIR against these two for conspiracy to 
harm an innocent man, who incidentally had not 
received the clean chit from his own senior at that 
time — PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a man of 
principles.I have known Teesta and Sreekumar 
for many years. Teesta was responsible for the 
conviction of a BJP minister in fomenting the riots 
in Ahmedabad in 2002. Another one jailed for 
leading the mobs was Babu Bajrangi, a notorious 
Muslim baiter from the Hindu far-Right. Teesta 
went about her mission relentlessly and 
succeeded. The courts, especially the Supreme 
Court, saw the justice in her pleadings and helped 
the process of delivering it.

Perhaps the steady support of the courts had made 
her believe that she would succeed again but this 
time the target was one that even the most intrepid 
of today’s judges would hesitate to touch. But to 
pass those unnecessary strictures that an eager 
leadership was bound to pounce on to extract 
revenge was not expected.I have known Teesta 
and Sreekumar for many years. Teesta was 
responsible for the conviction of a BJP minister in 
fomenting the riots in Ahmedabad in 2002. 
Another one jailed for leading the mobs was Babu 
Bajrangi, a notorious Muslim baiter from the 

Hindu far-Right. Teesta went about her mission 
relentlessly and succeeded. The courts, especially 
the Supreme Court, saw the justice in her 
pleadings and helped the process of delivering it.

Perhaps the steady support of the courts had made 
her believe that she would succeed again but this 
time the target was one that even the most intrepid 
of today’s judges would hesitate to touch. But to 
pass those unnecessary strictures that an eager 
leadership was bound to pounce on to extract 
revenge was not expected.Just as I believe that 
Teesta’s campaign for justice for a beleaguered 
minority has its origin in compassion, the Gujarat 
Police’s swift action against their own one-time 
senior surprised me. Sreekumar, the son of a 
freedom fighter from Kerala, spent more than a 
decade in the Intelligence Bureau before reverting 
to the state. He was promptly made head of the 
state’s Intelligence appaatus, for which he was 
eminently suited.

When the Godhra train burning took place, 
Sreekumar was on leave. Otherwise, as a senior 
officer in charge of Intelligence gathering and 
analysis, he would have been present at the 
meeting called by Modi at the CM’s residence that 
night. His assistant, Sanjeev Bhat, was too junior 
to be given access and had to wait in another room 
till the instructions were handed down to him by 
the DGP. A contingent of the Army requisitioned 
in aid of civil power, led by a Lt General, was kept 
twiddling its thumb on the tarmac as no 
instructions for deployment were given to the 
General, despite his personal call on Modi at his 
residence.I learnt that the instructions were to go 
slow for a day. This piece of information was 
enforced by the non-deployment of the Army 
contingent. Any expectation that riots will stop at 
a given signal is misplaced. Once the mob 
assumes an identity of its own, separate from that 
of the individuals that compose the mob, there is 
no way to control the insanity till, like the eye of a 
storm, it dissipates.

Militaries around the world conduct simulations and war 
games to hone their war-fighting capabilities, ensure 
operational readiness and improve logistics. At times, the 
names allotted to the war games are designed to indicate 
intent to an adversary. China’s People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) also conducts war games, often in localised areas.

Recently, and in the backdrop of enhanced threats directed 
towards Taiwan, China conducted a major war game 
which it termed a ‘War Preparedness Mobilisation 
Exercise’. It was centred around Guangzhou in the PLA’s 
Eastern Theatre Command and the named adversary was 
Taiwan. Very unusually, a video of the proceedings of this 
exercise convened by the Guangdong Province 
Communist Party Committee on May 14 was ‘leaked’. It 
is yet unclear whether this was part of psy-war against 
Taiwan, or an unauthorised recording of the meeting by a 
disgruntled PLA officer.The recording nevertheless 
reveals interesting details, which will undoubtedly be 
carefully analysed by China’s neighbours and 
competitors to help them better discern war indicators. 
China’s neighbours will pay special attention to the 
planning sequence and its essential elements, which will 
largely be replicated in all provinces directly involved in 
military operations.The hour-long video, at the outset, 
details the importance accorded by the Chinese to 

Wang Shouxin, Political Commissar of the Guangdong the province and company-platoon-level forces at 
ideological preparation, or indoctrination. This is 

Military Region, were more specific. They said: (i) subordinate administrative units. Revealed were the 
followed by the interplay of civil and military, roles of the 

provincial industry must obey the unified command of the existence of a ‘confidential information remote delivery 
PLA Military Commander and Political Commissar, roles 

joint command; (ii) military-civilian departments at all system’ capable of integration into the joint command 
and responsibilities of the central and provincial CCP 

levels should accomplish their duties and ensure system; a national defence mobilisation task information 
organisations and tasking and utilisation of the defence-

coordination; (iii) the needs of the troops to support command system; command communication links down 
related assets in the Guangdong province and the region. 

frontline operations must be fully ensured; (iv) the lives of to the county level military-civilian joint commands and 
It specifies the pre-eminent authority of the Provincial 

the masses and stability of the rear (of the battlefield) must below relying on ultra-short wave, Tiantong-1 satellite 
Party Secretary who heads the provincial military-

be ensured; (v) mobilisation of the Taiwan Strait and phones; and an ‘integrated confidential password system’ 
civilian joint command with the Military Region 

South China Sea must be simultaneously coordinated; (vi) on the ‘Acer government intranet’. The Chinese emphasis 
Commander and Political Commissar as members. The 

all resources in the Taiwan Strait area need to be pooled; on dual-use is visible in its ability to have the capacity to 
Provincial Governor is responsible for implementing the 

(vii) since there are a large number of migrant workers and integrate military and civil communications systems. It 
mobilisation while the provincial military district 

a large number of factories and enterprises, precautions also reveals that the Chinese will first target 
commander is responsible for military activity before the 

require to be taken to prevent a run on banks, evacuations communications networks.The exercise disclosed the 
commencement of the war.Next in priority in the 

by factories, and exodus of migrant workers wanting to go authority of the Civil-Military Command to marshal 
preparations, after efforts to raise the morale and 

home; (viii) roads and targets must be well protected; (ix) resources and accelerate the production of drones, ships 
ideological awareness of troops, is civil-military 

because of China’s proximity to Hong Kong and Macao and aircraft. It revealed, too, that the PLA and tech 
coordination. The provincial leadership stressed on the 

and the long coastline, it is essential to prevent infiltration companies like Huawei, Tencent etc are intertwined.
need to “quickly set up a joint military-civilian command 

and sabotage by the enemy; and (x) Hong Kong must not For India, specifically, the provinces in the Western Theatre party committee”. It simultaneously identified the 
be used as a base by the enemy to create chaos to disrupt Command that will be mobilised are: Tibet (Xizang), importance of self-defence, focussing on “super-dense 
the war.Communications were accorded a lot of Sichuan, Xinjiang, Chongqing, Gansu, Ningxia and cities”, important military and livelihood targets and good 
importance. This is not surprising, considering China’s Qinghai. Sichuan, particularly, has a concentration of air defence of military targets and people’s lives and 
efforts to develop quantum communications and its defence manufacturers, including aircraft and drone properties. Specific responsibilities were assigned to the 
apprehensions about the US and West’s ability to disrupt companies. Lanzhou, Lhasa and Chengdu will be the available forces and resources for radiation 
and jam signals and communications. The importance of mobilisation headquarters. Chengdu is, in any event, the environmental monitoring, nuclear, biological and 
military and civilian links was underscored. While headquarters of the Joint Operations Command to be set chemical support, and biochemical medical testing were 
information data security centres and information rooms up in times of war or crisis. In the actual preparatory marshalled.The recommendations of the military 
were established at all command points, a battalion-level phase, posters for recruits and guidance for civilians will commanders, PLA Major-General Zhou He, Commander 
information and communication force was deployed in appear in these areas. of the Guangdong Military Region, and Major-General 

Ban’s efficacy hinges on availability of  alternatives

The leaked video reveals interesting details, which will undoubtedly be carefully analysed by China’s neighbours and competitors to help them better discern war indicators. China’s 
neighbours will pay special attention to the planning sequence and its essential elements, which will be replicated in all provinces involved in military operations.

In 2013, a parliamentary panel which investigated the functioning of the regulatory system had found that the Subject Expert Committee set-up was a sham. Many approvals were given for the waiver of clinical trials and some files 

were not traceable. The panel found that most recommendations were based on ‘personal perception without giving any hard scientific evidence or data.’
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Swayamvar Mika Di Vohti: 
Mika Singh Tells Chandrani 

Das ‘Aap Shweta Tiwari 
Lagti Ho’ During Date

inger Mika Singh is currently entertaining one 
and all in the show ‘Mika Di Vohti’ where a lot of Sladies have participated to win his heart. The 

Hawa Hawa singer who is currently in search of his 
bride in the show compared Kolkata-based 
contestant Chandrani Das’ to that of TV actress 
Shweta Tiwari.

In one of the episodes, Mika told Chandrani Das that 
she looks like Shweta Tiwari. In the episode, 
Divyanka Tripathi had organised a speed dating 
round with all the contestants.

For those unaware, Chandrani Das from Kolkata is an 
actress and producer by profession. A bit shy at first, 
Chandrani opened up about having gone through a 
difficult financial crisis in the family and how she 
fought back to find stability.Chandrani likes to paint 
artwork and while spending ‘date’ time in the show 
with Mika, she said that she might not be able to 
dance, sing and entertain like others, but she would 
be what it requires to hold a family together.The 
Kolkata-based actor-producer speaks less, however, 
she has caught Mika’s attention owing to her demure 
nature. Mika also during their ‘date-time, tries to 
make her feel comfortable. In another task round, 
Chandrani wrote some personal lines for Mika and 
the couple performed a romantic number.Mika 
Singh’s quest towards finding his life partner seems 
quite tough judging by the previous episodes. The 
show might have a lot more fun as the competition 
continues given the zeal with which the contenders 
are competing for. After a few episodes, Mika 
Singh’s quest to find his life companion appears to be 
rather difficult. We might be having a lot more fun as 
the competition continues given the zeal with which 
t h e  c o n t e n d e r s  a r e  v y i n g  f o r  M i k a ’s  
affection.Currently, the show has 8 potential brides 
taking up tasks to win Mika’s heart. The show started 
with 12 contestants from various states of India. This 
includes Chandrani Das, Neet Mahal, Reshma 
Gulani, Sonal Khilwani, Dhwani Pawar, Bushra 
Sheikh, Poonam Sood, Divya Rai, Prantika Das, 
Ashlesha Rahul, Nisha Dubey, and Pratiksha Das.

Nia Sharma Sets Instagram on Fire 
As She Grooves to Badshah's 

'Tauba' in Sultry Outfit

ia Sharma is one of the most prominent names 
in the TV world and has garnered a massive Nfan following owing to her acting skills and 

style statements. She often grabs attention with her 
bold avatar. Apart from her voguish pictures, Nia 
always manages to shine on the screens with her 
fantastic performance. The actress recently got 
featured in Badshah, Malvika Mohanan and Payal 
Dev’s song Tauba and fans are loving her.

The Jamai Raja actress took to Instagram and treated 
fans to yet another reel where she kept it all fiery and 
sultry wearing an all-white cutout outfit. The actress 
charged up her fans as she partook in the Tauba 
challenge. The actress looks breathtakingly 
beautiful as she impresses fans with her sensuous 
moves in the song.

Soon after the video was posted on the photo-sharing-
platform, scores of fans chimed into the comments 
section to shower love on the actress.

While one fan wrote, “Wow Niu this is outstanding ?? 
you are incredibly awesome ??,,” another social 
media user added, “Wow that’s perfect.”

A third comment reads, “Awesome .”
The song Tauba was released on YouTube on June 24. 

It has garnered more than 1.9 million views, and is 
one of the trending songs .Penned by Badshah and 
Payal Dev, the song has also been crooned by the 
musical duo.

Talking about Nia, the actress often drops stunning 
pictures on her Instagram account, leaving netizens 
impressed. However, the actress has also ruled 
headlines because of her bold looks. In a recent 
interview, Nia Sharma talked about what is written 
about her and mentioned that she is very different 
from the kind of image that is generally perceived.

“I am definitely not somebody that is so badly written 
about, I don’t deserve it. The s****iest of things like 
Nia Sharma chali, dikh gaye kapde, utar gaye kapde, 
yeh main nahin hoon yaar (Nia Sharma walked, 
clothes were seen, clothes were off, I am not that 
person),” the actress told Bollywood Hungama.

ollywood actor Janhvi Kapoor has the action flick is expected to hit the silver 
kick-started her weekend on a screens next year. The announcement of the Bcheerful note alongside her co-star same was made official via social media by 

Varun Dhawan’s wife Natasha Dalal. On both Janhvi and Varun. While Varun 
early Saturday, the Roohi actor took to shared, “Ab hoga #BAWAAL! So excited 
Instagram to give fans a glimpse of her and grateful to announce my next with the 
recent boating session that she enjoyed amazing duo, Sajid Nadiadwala and Nitesh 
with the fashion designer. Tiwari along with Janhvi Kapoor. Can't 

wait to see you in theatres on 7th April 2023 It appears that the duo attended a boat party 
#goodfriday".organized by their common friends. If the 

photo is anything to go by, it seems that \Janhvi Kapoor expressed “Joining hands 
Janhvi and Natasha had a gala time together with two of the finest, Sajid Nadiadwala 
at the close-knit celebration. While Janhvi and Nitesh Tiwari. I’m so grateful and 
opted for a white ensemble for the get- happy to announce my next, #BAWAAL 
together, on the other hand, Dalal looked starring opposite Varun Dhawan. See you 
comfy in a black sweatshirt. The duo shared in cinemas on 7th April 2023."Meanwhile, 
an infectious smile while striking a pose for Janhvi Kapoor has begun promoting her 
the selfie alongside their friends. The Roohi upcoming movie Good Luck Jerry in full 
fame captioned the candid moment as “too swing. In another post, the young star used 
blessed to be stressed" with a quirky GIF. the hashtag of her film to share a slew of 

stunning photos of her in white designer In terms of work, Janhvi Kapoor and Varun 
wear. Helmed by Sidharth Sengupta, the Dhawan are all set to share the screen space 
black comedy film will premiere on Disney together in Nitesh Tiwari’s directorial 
plus Hotstar on 29 July 2022.Bawaal. Bankrolled by Sajid Nadiadwala, 

 And Her Bawaal Co-star Varun Dhawan’s Wife 
Natasha Dalal Enjoy Boat Party

 Reveals Budget of Shabaash-
Mithu, Points Out Pay 
Disparity in Bollywood
ctress Taapsee Pannu’s latest project Shabaash 
Mithu, based on the life of Indian cricketer Mithali 
Raj, has been making headlines recently. With the A

trailer of the movie recording an impressive 13 million 
views in just 2 days, the expectations from the movie 
are high. Taapsee recently opened up during an 
interview about the pay disparity in 
Bollywood while comparing the 
budget of her upcoming film with 
that of the A-list actors.

Taapsee has been seen at the 
forefront of speaking out 
about women’s rights 
through her characters 
and she has also earlier 
shared her concerns 
over the pay disparity 
for actresses in the film 
industry. In a recent 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
Bollywood Hungama, the 
actress said that actresses in 
t h e  i n d u s t r y  l a c k  
opportunities and Shabaash 
Mithu is her highest budget film yet. 
“The entire budget of the film is equal to 
the salary of an A-list actor in the industry,” 
she added.

She also said that as actresses they have raised the 
topic and moved in the right direction, as they are 
trying to reduce the differences. If it was 10-12 
years ago, she wouldn’t have been sitting there 
promoting such a film. She agreed that things have 
changed for the better, but they are still nowhere 
equal.

The story of the much-anticipated film is based on the 
life of former India Women’s cricket team captain 
Mithali Raj, who recently announced her retirement. 
Taapsee will play Mithali in the film Shabaash Mithu, which 
follows the cricketer’s journey. Mithali is the highest run-scorer 
in women’s cricket globally with 7805 runs in 232 matches in ODIs.

Mithali’s followers will find the film more momentous because the cricketer 
recently declared her retirement. Mithali announced her retirement from all 
kinds of cricket on social media a few days ago. Taapsee shared her 
reaction to Mithali’s retirement and said on Instagram, “Some 
personalities and their achievements are gender agnostic. You changed 
the game, now it’s our turn to change the perspective! Etched in history 
our captain forever Mithali on to the next innings of life.”

The Srijit Mukherji directorial which also features Vijay Raaz in a 
pivotal role, will be released in theatres on July 15.

Taapsee 
Pannu

Janhvi Kapoor
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AICPI.New Delhi: The central government is likely to Based on changes in the All India Consumer 
provide relief to its employees and retirees at a Price Index, the DA is updated (AICPI). The In light of the extraordinary situation brought on 
time when India's inflation rate has consistently likelihood of government employees receiving by the Covid-19 outbreak, the central 
exceeded the Reserve Bank of India's comfort an increase in their dearness allowance is very government had withheld three payments of 
zone of 2–6%. The CPI inflation rate has strong due to the high AICPI. Retail inflation DA and DR for January 1, 2020, July 1, 2020, 
already surpassed its eight-year high, and a for May was 7.04 percent, exceeding the RBI's and January 1, 2021. Nirmala Sitharaman, the 
variety of commodities are seeing rising finance minister, stated in a written 
costs. The government is anticipated to response to a query in the Rajya 
announce another DA increase for central Sabha in August of last year that the 
government employees under the 7th pay withholding of DA and DR saved 
commission in order to counteract the around Rs 34,402 crore.
effects of inflation. According to a notice from the 

In July, the government may take into department of expenditures, 
account raising the DA by up to 5%. If the following the most recent increase 
claim is to be believed, central that went into effect in April, an 
government employees will receive a DA employee whose basic pay is Rs 
of 39%. Government workers currently 18,000 will receive a Dearness 
receive a DA of 34% of their base pay. Allowance of Rs 6,120. The 
They will receive a 39 percent dearness employee was receiving DA of Rs 
allowance in addition to their base salary 5,580 at the earlier rate of 31%. 
if the DA raise of 5% is enacted. This will imply that following the 
Government employees receive the most recent DA hike, there has 
dearness allowance (DA), whilst been an increase of Rs 540. The DA 

target range of 2 to 6 percent. Read More: Mark pensioners receive the dearness relief (DR). will be Rs 7,020 if the DA is enhanced by an 
Zuckerberg, Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos lose $60 Read More: Airtel Plans: Rs 499 postpaid plan, additional 5%, or if the employee receives 39% 
billion of their wealth in first 6 months of 2022Rs 999 postpaid plan, Rs 1,199 postpaid plan, DA on a basic salary of Rs 18,000 instead. This 

Rumors that the government may consider a DA Rs 1,599 postpaid plan offer Disney+Hotstar indicates that if the DA raise of 5% is applied, 
hike of 5% in July have been fueled by the April subscription the salary will rise by Rs 900.

Mark Zuckerberg's WARNING for Facebook employees: 
'Get ready for intense performance appraisal

corporation had intended to bring on New Delhi: Meta has issued a warning to its staff, 
approximately 10,000 new engineers, but telling them to prepare for "difficult times" 
things have changed.Chris Cox, the chief ahead. Meta is actively reducing its hiring. CEO 
product officer of Meta, recommended in a Mark Zuckerberg of the firm disclosed a nearly 
message that the business run leaner, meaner, 30% reduction in the company's planned 
and better-executing teams. "I must stress that engineering hiring. During a weekly employee 
the situation is dire and that there are strong Q&A, Zuckerberg also stated that the company 
headwinds. We must perform flawlessly in a is "turning up the heat" on performance 
slower-growth environment where teams management to remove employees who are 
shouldn't anticipate massive influxes of new unable to fulfill their goals.
engineers and funding, "Cox said.Actually, a lot of the employees at the company 

The largest social network firm in the world, definitely shouldn't be there, according to 
Meta, had a loss in daily active users recorded Zuckerberg. I think some of you might decide 

Meta is the worst in recent memoryMeta has by Facebook this year, which caused Meta to that this place isn't for you, and that self-
generally acknowledged freezing the lose approximately half of its market value. The selection is OK with me, so that's part of my 
employment process but has declined to popularity of Instagram Reels is growing, hope for raising expectations, having more 
provide specific numbers. According to though. Users in the US and other markets were aggressive goals, and just sort of turning up the 
Zuckerberf, the corporation has lowered its spending a lot of time on Reels, according to heat a little bit," he was cited by Reuters as 
goal for employing engineers in 2022 to Cox.saying. Employees were informed by 
between 6,000 and 7,000. Initially, the Zuckerberg that the current economic crisis in 

Gold price Gold rates go up by 
Rs 930, Check gold rate in 
Delhi, Patna, Lucknow, 
Kolkata, Kanpur, Kerala and 
other cities

New Delhi: Onhe price of gold in India 
jumped by Rs 930. As of Saturday, the price 
of 24 carat gold (10 grams) in India is Rs 
51,790, while 22 carat gold (10 grams) is Rs 
47,440. Yesterday, the price of 24 carat gold 
(10 grams) in India was Rs 50,860, while 22 
carat gold (10 grams) was Rs 46,590.

Gold prices have fluctuated in major Indian 
metro cities over the last 24 hours. Today's 
gold price in Chennai is Rs 52,285 for 24 
carat (10 grams) and Rs 47,927 for 22 carat 
(10 grams). Read More: 

The gold prices in the national capital is Rs 
52,200 for 24 carat (10 grams) and Rs 
47,850 for 22 carat (10 grams). In Kolkata, 
the price of 24 carat (10 grams) gold is Rs 
52,200, whereas 22 carat (10 grams) gold is 
Rs 47,850. In Mumbai, however, the price 
of 24 carat gold (10 grams) is Rs 52,200, 
while the price of 22 carat gold (10 grams) 
is Rs 47,850. Read More: 

On June 30, the Central government 
increased the customs duty on gold from 
10.75% to 15% to curb gold imports, noting 
that there has been a sudden surge of gold 
imports.In May, a total of 107 ton of gold 
was imported and the import volume last 
month was also significant, it said.

Internationally, Gold fell on Friday en route 
to a third straight weekly dip as a firm dollar 
and looming rate hikes soured appetite for 
the non-yielding asset, while India's import 
tax hike on bullion also dampened its 
demand prospects.Spot gold fell 0.1% to 
$1,804.81 per ounce by 1:52 p.m. ET (1752 
GMT), and declined 1.2% for the week. US 
gold futures settled down 0.3% to $1,801.5.

New Delhi: 

had to have one kind of solution for one The Centre’s capex outlay is estimated at Rs 
area,” she said.The government is going 7.5 trillion in FY23. Of that, Rs 1 trillion will 
on with its plans of bank privatisation, the go to states as a long-term, interest-free loan 
FM pointed out. “We’ll keep going. The for their capex needs, according to the FM.
plans are almost ready and we will bring The entire Rs 1 trillion could be given to states 
amendments to the Banking Regulation in the July-September quarter itself. “Many 
Act soon.” Referring to banking as a states are ready with their plans to spend the 
“strategic sector”, she said the Centre capex on greenfield or brownfield projects. 
would continue owning some banks. The rules for distributing the Rs 1 trillion 
However, in the banks which the loan were framed by late April and states In an exclusive interview with BS, 
government decides to exit, it could do so brought their projects for evaluation in Sitharaman says spend on capital assets may 
completely.May.”Sitharaman said she was confident that work better than sector-specific fiscal 

 “I can exit some banks completely. But the amount (Rs 1 trillion) would be picked up stepsThe government would depend on its 
whether we do that or we keep some stake by states before the end of the second quarter.public capital expenditure programme to 
is all part of the decision-making process,” revive demand in the economy and might not Speaking on the biggest challenge for fiscal 
she said.While there has been no official go for sector-specific fiscal measures, inflation staying above the MPC’s medium-and monetary policymakers — inflation — 

confirmation from the government, Central Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told term target of 4 (+/-2) per cent. The Reserve Sitharaman said the 6 per cent upper limit of 
Bank of India and Indian Overseas Bank are Business Standard on Friday.In a wide- Bank of India expects inflation to average the Monetary Policy Committee’s (MPC’s) 
said to be the candidates for privatisation.On ranging interview, Sitharaman said the above the 6 per cent mark till the October-medium-term inflation target was a ‘sacred’ 
extension o compensation to states after the Centre would finalise the privatisation of a December quarter.Sitharaman said the number.“The challenges are all external. Our 
recent GST Council meeting, the FM said the public sector bank soon. Also, the fiscal ecoomy recovered strongly from the three inflation is nowhere near what countries have 
trust between the Centre and states was intact deficit and growth situation were very waves of the Covid-19 pandemic because the experienced. But even this will be 
because the Centre had not failed on its comfortable this year in spite of continuing Centre took a “variegated approach’’ for burdensome on our people, because we have 
promises.“I have heard the states. The two external headwinds, she added. different sectors rather than opting for “one people with very low income who can’t 
Covid-hit years cannot be taken to measure size fits all” measures.“afford to have that kind of burden on  “The route we have chosen and the one we are 
any kind of revenue growth percentage. And themselves,” she said.sticking with is capex. Even during the We had our way of handling the pandemic and 
after that also, when revival is taking place, pandemic, we adopted this method of spend that was very much tailored to the uniqueness Headline retail inflation for May 2022 cooled 
about 8-9 per cent is the most that the best-on capital assets to ensure economic revival. of the Indian economy. In that, you have a down from the 8-year high of the previous 
performing states have reached,” Sitharaman And states really showed that they had the large number of medium and small-scale month to settle at 7.04 per cent. It was still a 
said.absorptive capacity,” Sitharaman said. industries spread across so many sectors. You fifth straight month of headline retail 

Its a jackpot! Truck driver 
goes to take Rs 1.5 lakh 
lottery prize, ends up with 
Rs 7.5 crore

New Delhi: The Central government 
has made seven key amendments 
to existing rules of the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act 
(FCRA) rules 2011 that aim at 
prohibiting acceptance and 
utilization of foreign contribution 
or foreign hospitality for any 
activities detrimental to the 
national interest.

The new rules, now renamed as 
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Amendment Rules, 2022, came 
into effect on Friday (July 1) with 
the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) issuing a notification and 
its publication in the Official 
Gazette. The new rules are an 
amendment to the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Rules, 
2011."In exercise of the powers 
conferred by section 48 of the 
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act, 2010 (42 of 2010), the Central 
Government hereby makes the 
following rules further to amend 
t h e  F o r e i g n  C o n t r i b u t i o n  
(Regulation) Rules, 2011. These 
rules may be called the Foreign 
Con t r ibu t ion  (Regu la t ion )  
Amendment Rules, 2022," stated 
the notification.In the new rules, 
t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  s e v e n  
amendments.Among those, there 
are two amendments in rule 6 by 
substituting the words "one lakh 
rupees" with the words "ten lakh 
rupees"; and the words "thirty 
days" with the words "three 
months" .There  i s  a l so  an  
amendment in rule 9, in sub-rule 
(1), in clause (e), for the words 
"fifteen days", the words "forty-
five days" shall be substituted; and 
in sub-rule (2), in clause (e), for the 
words "fifteen days", the words 
"forty-f ive days" shal l  be 
substituted.Clause (b) of rule 13 
has been omitted from the fresh 
rules; and in rule 17A, for the 
words "fifteen days", the words 
"forty-f ive days" shal l  be 
substituted.The last amendment is 
done in rule 20, and it mentions 
that for the words "on a plain 
paper", the words "in such form 
and  manner,  inc lud ing  in  
electronic form as may be 
s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Government" shall be substituted.

Centre makes FCRA stricter, 
amends 7 pts in 2011 rules; 

MHA issues notice

Mark Zuckerberg, Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos lose $60 
billion of their wealth in first 6 months of 2022

Capex is the route to economic revival, 
says FM Nirmala Sitharaman

who hold them are rapidly losing altitude.
According to the index, Tesla Inc suffered its 

worst quarter ever in the three months 
ending in June, while Amazon.com Inc fell 
by the most since the dot-com bubble burst.

Despite losing more than $60 billion in 
wealth, Tesla's co-founder has the world's 
largest fortune, valued at $208.5 billion, 
with Amazon's Bezos ranking second with 
a net worth of $129.6 billion.The ranking 
also places France's richest individual, 
Bernard Arnault, in third place with a 
fortune of $128.7 billion, followed by Bill 
Gates with $114.8 billion.Musk, Bezos, 
Arnault, and Gates are the only four people 
with fortunes above $100 billion at the start 
of the year. While ten persons in the globe 
ec l ipsed  tha t  amount ,  inc lud ing  
Zuckerberg, who is now ranked 17th on the 
list with $60 billion.more than half in the first half of 2022. stimulus measures in the aftermath of the 

New Delhi: According to the Bloomberg Covid-19 outbreak, boosting the value of Changpeng Zhao, the crypto pioneer who According to the index, the world's 500 
Billionaires Index, Tesla founder Elon everything from tech companies to debuted on the Bloomberg Billionaires Index wealthiest people lost $1.4 trillion in the first 
Musk's fortune fell by almost $62 billion, cryptocurrencies that  s truck their  in January with an estimated worth of $96 half of 2022, the largest six-month decrease 
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos' money fell by industries.As countries and governments billion, had his fortunes plummet by about in the global billionaire class's history. 
around $63 billion, and Facebook co- raise interest rates to battle rising inflation, $80 billion this year due to the upheaval in According to the index, governments and 
founder Mark Zuckerberg's fortune fell by the highest-flying stocks and the billionaires digital assets.central banks released unprecedented 

New Delhi:  As customers delay 
purchasing electric two-wheelers amid 
fire incidents, Ola Electric again saw its 
registration dipping in the month of 
June, taking the company to fourth place 
in the overall category.Bhavish 
Aggarwal-run Ola Electric saw 5,869 
electric scooters' registrations (as of June 
30), according to the VAHAN data. The 
June tally for EV two-wheelers was led 
by Okinawa Autotech, at 6,976 vehicles, 
followed by Ampere Vehicles Pvt Ltd at 
6,534.Hero Electric came third with 
6,486 EV 2-W registrations across the 
country.Ather Energy moved up from 
May to reach 3,797 vehicles, along with 
Revolt that saw a big leap in registrations 
to reach 2,419 vehicles for June.Ola 
Electric was the top EV player in the 
country in April and since then, it has 
s e e n  i t s  p o s i t i o n  s l i d i n g  
continuously.Ola's registration numbers 
fell by more than 30 per cent on June 30, 
compared to May 30.Okinawa had sold 
9,302 electric scooters in May and Ola 
Electric delivered 9,225 units of the S1 
Pro electric scooter.According to Ola 
Electric, they were prepared to see the 
impact of supply chain constraints, 
especially on cell shortage in June.We 
calibrated our business priority for the 
month to focus on bettering our customer 
service and brought our TAT (turnaround 
time) to within 48 hours. Come July, we 
are confident that supply chain issues 
will start fading out and our strong order 
book will be fulfilled," the company said 
in a statement.

7th Pay Commission: DA hike of  5% expected in July; Here's 
how much your salary will increase, check latest update..

New Delhi: A US truck driver who first 
believed his lottery ticket would win him Rs. 
1.5 lakh could not believe his good fortune 
after winning $1 million (about Rs. 7.5 
crore) on it. While travelling through 
Michigan, the 48-year-old Illinois resident 
purchased the lotto ticket from a petrol 
station in Mattawan. "As soon as I bought 
the ticket, I scratched the barcode and 
scanned it. I thought I had won one of the 
$2,000 prizes when I got the notice to submit 
a claim," he told mlive.com.He was thrilled 
to win the lottery, but when he looked again 
at the ticket, he received the biggest surprise 
of his life. When he scratched the ticket after 
getting back into his truck, he exclaimed, "I 
couldn't believe it when I realised I'd won $1 
million." After calling the lottery office to 
confirm the win, the man, who wished to 
remain unnamed, hung up. He recently 
received a settlement of $693,000, and he 
plans to buy a new truck with it. 
Additionally, the man wanted to save some 
money for later.However, this is not the first 
time a story about an unexpected lottery win 
has appeared online. Earlier this month, a 
US man mistakenly believed he had won 
$600 before winning a jackpot worth $585, 
949 (Rs 4.5 crore) (Rs 46,000). After seeing 
the big jackpot amount of $585,949, the 
North Carolina citizen purchased his $10 
50X The Cash Fast Play ticket at a nearby 
Pembroke Mini Mart (roughly Rs 4.6 crore).

When the man went to the lottery office to pick 
up his $600 award, he was informed that he 
had actually won the jackpot. The man 
reacted to the unexpected jackpot by saying, 
"There's no way I actually hit the jackpot," 
when he first received the news.He had 
plans to purchase a home and a vehicle with 
the prize money. He also intended to donate 
a portion of his award to the neighbourhood.

Ola Electric slips to 4th spot as 
EV registrations fall amid fire 
fears

?According to the index, the world's 500 
wealthiest people lost $1.4 trillion in the 
first half  of  2022.

?According to the index, governments 
and central banks released 
unprecedented stimulus measures in the 
aftermath of  the Covid-19 outbreak.

?Tesla Inc suffered its worst quarter 
ever in the three months ending in June, 
while Amazon.com Inc fell by the most 
since the dot-com bubble burst.

In an exclusive interview with BS, 
Sitharaman says spend on capital 
assets may work better than 
sector-specific fiscal steps
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NEWS BOX

before the pair of Pant and Jadeja rebuilt the 
team's innings. Although Jadeja played the 
second fiddle to Pant, he kept the scoreboard 
ticking with 10 boundaries.

Chopra added that Jadeja's growth as a Test 
cricketer is admirable."Sir Jadeja is at the 
peak of his powers as a batterhangs in 
therewilling to fight and trusts his technique 
to see him through the tough phases. His 

India recover after an early collapse with 'New Delhi Cricket commentator and former growth as a Test cricketer is admirable. Well 
their 222-run partnership for the sixth cricketer Aakash Chopra lauded the heroics played, Jaddu."India are currently on 338 for 
wicket."Rishabh Pant is India’s best ever of Rishabh Pant, saying he is the best-ever the loss of seven wickets at stumps, with 
wicket-keeper batter in ‘Tests’ and he’s not India wicketkeeper-batter in the longest Jadeja and Mohammed Shami as the 
even 25 yet. The number of Test match format of the game. overnight batters.For England, veteran fast 
defining innings he’s played in just 30 The 24-year-old Pant played a sparkling knock bowler James Anderson took three wickets 
matches is simply sensational," Chopra of 146 off 111 balls. His innings saw 19 and Matthew Potts got two. Ben Stokes and 
said.India were reduced to 98 for the loss of boundaries and four maximums. He, along Joe Root picked up one each after putting 
five wickets in 27.5 overs on rain-hit Day 1 with Ravindra Jadeja (83 not out), helped India to bat.

New Delhi World No. 5 Stefanos 
Tsitsipas is strongly marching in the 
ongoing Wimbledon, but off the court 
the Greek is own for his relaxed 
demeanour.The 2021 French Open 
finalist has reached the third round, 
where he will meet Australian Nick 
K y rg i o s  o n  S a t u r d a y  ( J u l y  
2).Tsitsipas regularly tweets a 
mixture of humorous, philosophical, 
and heart-warming messages. When 
asked about it, the Greek said: "They 
are mostly meant to be fun.

"It’s like I have a wall and I write 
success.different things, and people can say their quieter, you can process information much 

"I think sometimes you just need to... listen, stuff. It’s just such a fun thing to do. I like the more fluidly and much faster, and just 
absorb as much information as you can, and fact that I can look back to them in one or everything works better."
you can always just pick whatever you want. two years and I have a feed where I can The fourth round exit at the 2018 Wimbledon 
You’re always allowed to pick your preview all my past quotes and opinions I is Tsitsipas's best finish at the grasscourt 
information that you want to keep for might have had. It kind of acts as a memoir," major. In 2019 and 2021, he crashed out in 
yourself."It kind of came to my mind during he told ATPTour.com.Tsitsipas, who has the first round. The Greek made it to the 
practice. There are times when you really won a Tour-leading 42 matches this year, semifinal of the Australian Open 2022 and 
feel like talking and analysing everything, said that his ability to keep calm under was knocked out of the French Open 2022 in 
and once you start becoming a little bit pressure has played a crucial role in his the fourth round.

It is like I have a wall and it kind of acts as a memoir: 
World No. 5 Stefanos Tsitsipas on his tweets

Edgbaston Former England captain 
called upon the words of Test coach 
Brendon McCullum at the end of the 
first day of the fifth Test match between 
India and England, stating that Rishabh 
Pant’s innings are crucial for Test 
cricket to survive.The Indian left hander 
rescued his team from 98/5 and took 
them to a dominant position at the end of 
day’s play, scoring an exceptional 
counter-attacking 146 off 111 balls. 
Pant, the vice captain of India for this 
Test, combined with Ravindra Jadeja for 
the sixth wicket and hit 222 runs, highest 
for the sixth wicket by an Indian team in 
England.“[McCullum] said right from 
the start about the bigger picture of Test 
cricket and that for it to survive, we’ve 
got to make it much more entertaining, 
and today’s cricket was entertaining. 
There were wickets, there were runs, 
there were great catches. When you’re 
watching someone as entertaining as 
Pant, you’ve got to applaud an innings 
like that,” Collingwood said.“I take my 
hat off to the way that Pant played. 
When you play against world-class 
players, they can do world-class things. 
And today he had his day,” he further 
added.The T20 World Cup-winning said 
that batsmen should be fairly excited to 
bat in this track and it will be a great 
result if England restrict India below 
370.“I don’t feel as if our backs were 
against the wall for too long. I think the 
batsmen should be excited about batting 
on that wicket. It will be a great result if 
we keep them down to 360, 370,” he 
said.Collingwood compared Pant’s 
approach to England’s ‘Bazball’, a term 
given for Brendon McCullum’s style of 
aggressive cricket, something that 
England have adapted in the summer.

“Pant came out to play a bit of Bazball, as 
everyone keeps calling it,” said 
Collingwood. “When you have a bit of 
moisture in the pitch early on, you have 
a chance to take early wickets, which is 
what we did. We’re going against the 
grain of much of the cricket that’s been 
played over the last 100 years We are 
trying to play as positive as possible, and 
play entertaining cricket. Ben [Stokes] 
is not going to take a backwards 
step.”India will start their second day at 
338/7 with Ravindra Jadeja at the 
crease, batting at 83*. He will hope to 
complete his century after a hard day’s 
toil and hopefully take India over 400.

attacking James Anderson.What I try Edgbaston India were rescued by a 
out there is not to play the same type of stunning 222-run partnership from 
cricket, sometimes stepping out of the Rishabh Pant and Ravindra Jadeja for 
crease and sometimes going to my the sixth wicket on day one of the fifth 
backfoot. I keep on using the crease Test match between India and England. 
well, I try to give a little effort from my Playing the role of an aggressor, Pant, 
side and things happen,” he further the dominant player in that partnership 
added on his method.ripped into the England pace attack 

stepping out of the crease and hitting Asked about the unconventionality of 
them through his arc. This ended his shots, Pant said that the idea was to 
England in changing his strategy and give his full commitment to the 
putting in Jack Leach,, who got shot.“As a player I look to give my 100 
hammered by the youngster, leaking percent. Yes, I might play some 
close to eight runs per over.India different shots at some time but I try to 
recovered after their early setback of play my percentage so I feel if it is 

that the idea was to disturb the rhythm of the 98/5 in the first 30 overs and went on to there for me to hit the ball or try a 
English pacers so that they could not bowl at put a mammoth 338/7 at the end of day’s play different shot I tend to hit it,” he said.
the same spot throughout the day.where 73 overs were bowled. Pant, who got out India will hope that Ravindra Jadeja scores a 

“In a condition like England, if you know that the for 146 off 111 was the entertainer of the day, century with the tail and provide India a good 
bowler is bowling at the same spot and taking on the bowling attack, at a point, when total in their first innings. The visitors are 
troubling the batsman, I feel that it is very E n g l a n d  w e r e  a l l  o v e r  I n d i a  a t  playing a combinations of four pacers and 
important to disturb him,” Pant spoke about Edgbaston.Speaking after the game, Pant said Jadeja as the only all-rounder in the team.

T20Is, you have very little time in the 
game, so you need to be very much aware 
of the conditions that will be provided. 
The game sense has to be applied. Our 
motto will be to be very positive and 
aggressive at the same time," he 
said.Bangladesh were poor in their last 
World Cup outing, with the majority of 
the blame pushed to Liton Das for his 
failures with the bat and in the field. 
However, the batter has been in brilliant 
form since then and has amends to 
become one of the best batters in the 
world in current form."Shakib is there, 
Liton too. Me, Afif, Sohan and Mosaddek 
are there. Sheikh Mahedi too. I think 
we've got very good batting depth and our 

Roseau (Dominica) Bangladesh will hope to 
bowling attack is good with variety."The 

get over their disastrous Test outing against 
captain drew inspiration from their win 

the West Indies as soon as possible as they 
against West Indies in their last tour which 

play West Indies in a three-match T20I 
was hosted in the United States of 

series under the captaincy of Mahmudullah. 
America.

Bangladesh have been severely criticised 
"I was talking to Shakib while travelling in for their outings in the long format of the 

the bus to arrive here. When we entered Bijoy (Anamul) is just coming in. They will but we lack improvement in away game, after their back to back series losses at 
the dressing room, we were recalling how have to be given the right opportunity and at conditions. Many of the players are still home against England and then against West 
we played and won during that tour,” he the same time, me and the team young and inexperienced and will have to be Indies away from home.
said.management must ensure that they can play given time," he elaborated on the Test T20I captain Mahmudullah ahead of the T20I 

"It feels good to think about it but that was a with peace of mind and get their squad.Speaking on the T20I side of things, on June 2 has backed the Shakib Al Hasan-
long time ago. It's a new venue for us and opportunities in the correct way," the captain said that Bangladesh will have to led side to come good and stated that the 
we've to be mentally ready to have that Mahmudullah was quoted by Cricbuzz. assess the conditions as quickly as they can youngsters need time to settle into the 
adapt," he concluded.before playing an aggressive game."In "In home conditions, I think we're consistent squad."Munim (Shahriar) is still new and 

It is very important to disturb the bowler: Rishabh Pant 
provides glimpse in his method to madness vs England

Derby Sanju Samson and Deepak Hooda 
joined hands once again as India breezed 
past Shan Masood’s Derbyshire with a 
seven-wicket victory in their first T20 warm-
up in England. Chasing 150 runs from 20 
overs, opener Samson and number three 
Hooda put together a 51-run partnership 
after losing Ruturaj Gaikwad early in the 
second innings, from there, Hooda 
combined with Suryakumar Yadav to take 
India close to victory. The middle order duo, 
who have been in stunning form in the recent 
time have been knocking the door of the 
Indian team. While Surya broke through 
after much anticipation, Hooda utilised his 
chances to become India’s fourth T20I 
centurion recently in the Ireland tour. Hooda 
hit five boundaries and a six in his 59-run 
innings while Surya scored 36 runs aided by 
four boundaries and a six.

Earlier in the day, Arshdeep Singh showed his 
talents, picking up two wickets for 29 runs. 
Arshdeep picked the prized wicket in the 
powerplay, of Pakistan’s Masood, who has 
been in good touch in County and the 
Vitality Blast and then later returned to 
remove Alex Huges at the death. There has 
been an outcry in a section of the fans that 
Arshdeep should be included as a death over 
specialist in the Indian team and this 
performance certainly makes a case for the 
same. Barring Arshdeep, Umran Malik 
picked two wickets as well for 31 runs from 
his four overs.Barring these two, the likes of 
Venkatesh Iyer and Axar Patel were 
economical and picked one wicket each.

India are going to play one more warm-up 
game before heading into the T20I series, 
that starts on 7 July after the commencement 
of the Test match.

India were on 98/5 

inside the first 30 

overs of the day
Rishabh Pant hit 

146 off 111 balls 

before getting out 

to Joe Root
India scored 338/7 

in a rain curtailed 

day one

Bangladesh Test team faces huge criticism but T20I 
captain Mahmudullah backs players to come good

Rishabh Pant is India's best-ever wicketkeeper-
batter in Tests: Former cricketer Aakash Chopra

Colombo Australia won their first Test match 
against Sri Lanka in the Galle International 
Stadium by a mammoth margin of 10 
wickets. The Pat Cummin-led team 
continued its rise in the World Test 
Championship cycle, clinching crucial 
points in the sub continent, their second 
overseas tour in the last few months.

Cummins was aided by the batting of Usman 
Khawaja and Cameron Green and then by the 
off spin bowling of Nathan Lyon and Travis 
Head. Lyon entered the list of top 10 wicket-
takers in the history of Test cricket, 
surpassing Indian great Kapil Dev. He now 
has 436 wickets to his name from 109 Test 
matches.After the match, the captain spoke 
about eking out wins in overseas conditions 
and the need to be proactive in the 
subcontinent."A couple of new words we're 
using about our approach is being proactive 
and brave. We saw some really clear methods 
from all the batters. They might have been 
individually a bit different, but you saw 
everyone being really proactive and putting 
pressure back on the bowlers. You'd 
normally talk about it in one-day or T20 
cricket. But I think that's the style over here 
that's needed," Cummins said after the 
match."Embracing everything aout the 
conditions, that's been a big one for us. In the 
past, you can get caught up in conditions that 
aren't like Australia, but if you want to be the 
number one Test team in the world, you've 
got to be winning overseas,” he further 
added.“So I think everyone - the experienced 
guys finding new shots, Mitchell Starc 
working on the reverse swing, Nathan Lyon 
coming up with a few new balls. There is so 
much appetite to learn and be successful on 
these wickets," the leader of the pace attack 
said.Nathan Lyon’s distinguishable 
performances continued in the first Test 
match which made Cummins hail him as one 
of the all time greats to have played for the 
country."I wouldn't change Lyon for anyone. 
He's gone into the top 10 wicket-takers of all 
time.

Pat Cummins on Australia striving 
to become No. 1 Test team in the 
world: You’ve got to be winning 
overseas

'New Delhi Australia Test captain Pat 
Cummins believes that the ongoing series in 
Sri Lanka can "help develop and fast track 
batters" for the much-awaited series next 
year in India.

Australia last toured India for the Test series in 
2017, which India won 2-1. Australia have 
won the Border-Gavaskar Trophy only once 
in their eight tours to India. According to 
cricket.com.au, Australia are expected to 
travel to India in February-March next year.

"We have a big series next year in India, so this 
(Sri Lanka Tests) can really help develop and 
fast track our batters," Cummins was quoted 
as saying by cricket.com.au.

Australia are currently in the island nation, 
playing the two-test match series.

The Down Under side defeated Sri Lanka by 
10 wickets in the first Test at Galle. Nathan 
Lyon took nine wickets, including a five-
wicket haul, while Usman Khawaja scored 
71 and Player of the Match Cameron Green 
made 77.Australia are currently the World 
No. 1 Test team, followed by India and South 
Africa in second and third place 
respectively.Cummins added, "If you want 
to be the number one Test team in the world 
you’ve got to be winning overseas."

Australia will take on Sri Lanka in the second 
Test, which begins on July 8 at Galle. Earlier, 
Australia won the T20I leg, while Sri Lanka 
secured the ODI leg in the ongoing tour.

Paul Collingwood doffs his hat to world-
class Rishab Pant for playing a world-

class innings: He had his day

ZStefanos Tsitsipas will meet 
Nick Kyrgios in Wimbledon 3rd 
round

ZTsitsipas was the semifinalist at 
the Australian Open in 2022

ZTsitsipas crashed out of the 
2022 French Open in the 4th 
round

Deepak Hooda half  century helps 
India breeze past Derbyshire in T20 
warm-up game

Sri Lanka Tests can help develop 
and fast track our batters for big 
series next year in India: Pat 
Cummins

Z India were reduced to 98/5 on rain-
hit Day 1

ZRishabh Pant scored 146 off 111 
balls on Day 1

ZRavindra Jadeja is currently on 83 
not out

ZBangladesh lost back to 
back Test series

ZBangladesh changed 
captaincy but results did 
not improve

ZMahmudullah backed 
players to come good but 
requested for more time
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NATIONAL 12

New Delhi. A special National the Indian Penal Code (IPC), along September 12, 2014, and the criminal 
Investigation Agency (NIA) court in with seven years with a fine under conspiracy hatched by members of 
Lucknow has convicted five members Section 13 of the Unlawful Activities banned organization SIMI to commit 
of the banned organisation SIMI to (Prevention) Act.They have also been terrorist acts," the NIA said in a 
commit terrorist acts and sentenced sentenced to seven years ten months a statement.
them to rigorous imprisonment in the RI with a fine under Section 18 of the The case was initially registered by 
2014 Bijnor blast case, the agency Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act Bijnor Police which had registered 
said in an official statement on Friday. and Act 7 years RI with a fine several FIRs in the matter on 

separately under Section 21 of UA (P) The NIA court on Thursday sentenced September 18m 2014, and was later it 
Act. The court also convicted them to Husna, Abdulla, Raees Ahmad, was re-registered by NIA on April 30, 
five years RI with a fine under Nadeem and Furkan, all residents of 2015, and November 12, 2015.
Sections 39 of UA (P) Act and 7 years Uttar Pradesh's Bijnor, from three "After the investigation of the case, a 
RI with a fine under Section 5 of years to a maximum of seven years 10 charge-sheet was filed against the five 
Explosive Substances Act.months for various offences. accused on February 3, 2018. They 

"The case relates to an explosion that The accused have been sentenced to had pleaded guilty before the NIA 
had taken place in the house of Leelo three years of Rigorous Imprisonment special court and were accordingly 
Devi at Jatan Mohalla, Bijnor on (RI) with a fine under Section 120B of convicted," it said.

NEWS BOX

Kashmiri Muslim, 95, Speaks Of Family's 
Special Bond With Amarnath Yatra

Pak summons Indian 
diplomat to register strong 

protest over recent blocking 
of Twitter accounts

India Records 17,092 
New COVID-19 Cases, 29 

Covid Deaths In 24 
Hours: Centre

New Delhi.Pakistan summoned Indian Charge 
d’Affaires (Cd’A) Suresh Kumar to Islamabad on 
Friday to lodge a “strong” protest over the recent 
blocking of certain Pakistani Twitter handles in India.

“The Indian Charge d’Affaires (Cd’A) in Islamabad was 
called to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs today and a 
strong demarche was made on the Indian government's 
blocking of access to the content of 80 accounts on 
Twitter, including accounts of Pakistan's diplomatic 
missions in Iran, Turkey, Egypt, UN-New York and the 
national broadcaster Radio Pakistan, by activating 
geo-blocking and censorship laws,” a statement issued 
by Pakistan Foreign Office (FO) said.

India banned official Twitter accounts of several 
Pakistani diplomatic missions, journalists and some 
prominent personalities under the Information 
Technology Act, 2000. Pakistan has accused India of 
an attempt to curb “pluralistic” voices.

“The Cd’A was conveyed that these Indian actions were 
against the international standards, obligations, norms, 
and framework of the flow of information and 
reflected the alarming pace of shrinking space for 
pluralistic voices and curbing of fundamental 
freedoms in India,” Pakistan FO said.

The government of India has been urged to immediately 
reverse its actions relating to the blocking of Pakistan’s 
diplomatic missions’ Twitter accounts in India, calling 
India’s move “illegal” and one that is “completely 
against the rights to access to information and 
fundamental freedom of opinion or expression.”

“ The Government of India has been urged to 
immediately reverse its actions. India must also abide 
by the established international norms and standards as 
espoused by the United Nations and also ensure the 
protection of fundamental freedoms and respect for 
dissent,” said Pak FO.

In India, the move came as part of a government 
crackdown on several Pakistani social media channels 
and accounts for spreading fake and unverified news. 
Recently, the Indian Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting blocked 16 YouTube news channels, 
including six Pakistan-based channels, for spreading 
disinformation related to India’s national security, 
foreign relations, and public order.

Probe Agency NIA Convicts 5 Members 
Of Banned Outfit In Bijnor Blast Case

New Delhi. Delhi Police today said that it Abu Dhabi, Washington DC, Kansas, that 'the mentioned tweet belonged to Prosecutor for Delhi Police in a case 
noted the support for Alt News co- New Jersey, Ontario, California, Texas, film 'Kissi Se Na Kehna' by Hrishikesh related to an alleged objectionable tweet 
founder Mohammed Zubair tracing to Lower Saxony, Bern, Dubai, Uusimaa, Mukherjee, it's a lovely comedy & was by Mr Zubair.The police also stated in the 
Pakistan and "mostly" some middle and Scotland. "We need the custody of allowed by censor board...They say the court that Mr Zubair received donations 
eastern countries. The police stated that this accused to investigate all this," the tweet is provocative & sensitive, but still from foreign countries.Delhi Police have 
they noticed the development during their police said. However, Advocate Vrinda no direction from Twitter to remove it'. added three new Sections - 201 (for the 
social media analysis. It also said that a Grover, appearing for Mr Zubair in the destruction of evidence - formatted phone Ms Grover said that the conspiracy-related 
total of about ? 2,31,933 has been Patiala House court in Delhi said that the and deleted tweets), 120-(B) (for criminal Section cannot be invoked as Mr Zubair is 
received by Pravda Media, Alt News' entire exercise of the police is "mala fide conspiracy) of IPC and 35 of Foreign the only accused. "Conspiracy-related 
parent company. in nature"."The story started with a 4- Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, in section cannot be invoked as I'm only 

year-old tweet. Is it a crime to change the the matter.The accused was produced "From the analysis of the reply received accused .... Invocation of section 35 is a 
sim card, or reformat the phone? They before the Patiala House court in Delhi from Razorpay Payment gateway, practice to prejudice... They have been 
made a mockery of the direction of the today after the end of his 4-day police various transactions, with phone numbers given power not to abuse... Police 
Delhi High court. The FIR was registered remand.The FIR against Mr Zubair was or IP addresses outside India, were from informed the media that there are many 
on June 20. However, the notice was lodged on June 20 based on the complaint locations incl Bangkok, Manama, North- transactions," she said. Earlier, Delhi 
given in another case" the lawyer stated. filed by the Duty Officer of the IFSO unit Holland, Singapore, Victoria, New York, Police sought judicial custody of Alt 

of the Delhi Police Special Cell which England, Riyadh Region..." said the Ms Grover further claimed that no technical News co-founder Mohammed Zubair 
tackles cyber crimes.police. The police further said that Mr person was accompanied when Mr after his 4-day remand ended on 

Zubair received donations from Pakistan, Zubair was taken to Bangaluru. Saturday.The police have also alleged Mr Zubair was arrested and sent to one day 
Syria, Australia. conspiracy and destruction of evidence in of police custody after a First Information "They didn't take any technical person with 

the case by the accused and the relevant Report (FIR) was registered against him The other locations include, according to them to Bangalore. Kindly see the seizure 
sections of the same were added in the based on a Twitter posting, which another the police, include Baladiyat ad Dawhah, memo, one laptop, one hard disc have 
FIR. Meanwhile, Atul Shrivastava has Twitter handle alleged "hurt Hindu Sharjah, Stockholm, Aichi, Central, been seized," she said.Advocate Vrinda 
been appointed as the Special Public sentiments."Western and Eastern Provinces of UAE, Grover, representing Mohd Zubair stated 

The police said that Mohammed Zubair received donations from Pakistan, Syria, Australia, and several other nations.

Support For Fact-Checker Mohammed Zubair 
Traced To Pak, Gulf: Delhi Police

New Delhi. India logged 17,092 new coronavirus 
infections, raising the tally to 4,34,86,326, while 
the active cases have increased to 1,09,568, the 
Union Health Ministry said today.

The death count has climbed to 5,25,168 with 29 
new fatalities, data updated by the ministry at 8 am 
stated.The active cases comprise 0.25 per cent of 
the total infections. The national COVID-19 
recovery rate was 98.54 per cent, the health 
ministry said.An increase of 2,379 cases has been 
recorded in the active COVID-19 case count in a 
span of 24 hours.

The daily positivity rate was recorded at 4.14 per 
cent, while the weekly positivity rate was recorded 
at 3.56 per cent, according to the ministry.

The number of people who have recuperated from 
the disease surged to 4,28,51,590. The case fatality 
rate was 1.21 per cent.

According to the ministry, 197.84 crore doses of 
Covid vaccine have been administered in the 
country so far under the nationwide inoculation 
drive.

India's COVID-19 tally had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and 50 lakh on September 16. 
It went past 60 lakh on September 28, 70 lakh on 
October 11, crossed 80 lakh on October 29, 90 
lakh on November 20 and surpassed the one-crore 
mark on December 19, 2020.

The country crossed the grim milestone of two crore 
cases on May 4, 2021, three crore cases on June 23 
and four crore cases on January 25 this year.

The 29 new fatalities included 15 from Kerala, four 
from Maharashtra, three from Delhi, two from 
Punjab and one each from Chhattisgarh, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Karnataka and Rajasthan, the data stated.

a puja there. Rani gave me a Jammu and Kashmir. As 
majma, which is a copper tray Amarnath yatra resumes after a 
filled with dates," he said.For two-year gap, 95-year-old 
the Malik family, Bota Malik Ghulam Nabi Malik recalls the 
still remains a revered figure. bond his family shares with the 
They said that many yatris holy cave that his great-
c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  grandfather Bota Malik is said to 
incomplete unless they visit the have discovered. At Batakote 
family.village in Pahalgam, Ghulam 

Nabi Malik recited prayers he However, due to strict security 
used to at the Amarnath holy regulations for yatris, no one 
cave while helping yatris to visits them anymore."A spring 
perform darshan at the cave has sprouted right next to Bota 
shrine. Mr Malik, considered a Malik's grave and we have been the cave shrine.He rues dissociation 
living legend, has undertaken the collecting drinking water from the of family with the cave shrine and 
yatra for about 60 years. He recalls same spring for ages now," Mr Malik blames politics for it. Due to old age, 
his family's association with the cave said.Mr Malik has not been able to visit 
and how it strengthened the bond His relative Mohammad Akram Malik the cave for many years now but he 
between Hindus and Muslims. said yatris who knew the origin of the still recites the puja mantras he used 

The discovery of the cave dates back to pilgrimage would visit them to find at the cave.
1850 when Bota Malik, a Muslim out more about the Amarnath yatra, For yatris, the Maliks were always like 
shepherd is said to have found it with about how Bota Malik discovered the priests at the cave. The 95-year-old 
naturally formed ice stalagmite cave and the family's contributions to said, "No one would mind if we were 
inside it. Since then, Mr Malik's conduct the yatra.Muslims or Hindus."His fondest 
family conducted the yatra till 2005, "Once a group of yatris returned from memory involves him accompanying 
when the Amarnath Shrine Board put Shishnag after they heard that the Maharaja Hari Singh's wife Tara 
an end to the age-old practice. Maliks are living here. They began Devi to the cave in 1947. He was 

Mr Malik said that he first visited the looking for us. At that time, we were gifted a souvenir by Tara Devi as 
cave over 70 years ago. He remained in the hutments in Pahalgam. They well. "I first helped people perform 
part of pilgrimage and began helping said that they had to meet the Maliks yatra at the cave over 70 years ago. I 
people perform the yatra and puja at before performing darshan," he said.went with Rani (Tara Devi). We held 

Conspiracy to kill Udaipur 
tailor hatched 500 metres 

away from crime spot: 
Sources

New Delhi.The conspiracy to kill Udaipur tailor 
Kanhaiya Lal was hatched just 500 metres away from 
the crime spot, said sources. The murder plot was 
hatched at Mohsin's shop and Asif's room in the 
neighbourhood. Both were arrested on Friday and 
sent to 14-day judicial custody.

According to the police, both the accused were 
involved in the conspiracy and preparation behind 
the entire crime. The scooty registered in name of 
accused Ghaus Mohammad was found outside 
Mohsin's shop. It was used to track down Kanhaiya 
Lal's whereabouts.

Earlier on Thursday, a local court sent the two men 
accused of killing Kanhaiya Lal to judicial custody 
till July 13. The accused, Riyaz Akhtari and Ghaus 
Mohammad, were sent to judicial custody by 
Udaipur district session court in Rajasthan.

UDAIPUR TAILOR MURDER
Riaz and Ghaus allegedly hacked tailor Kanhaiya Lal 

to death with a cleaver at his shop in Udaipur on 
Tuesday and later posted videos online saying they 
are avenging an insult to Islam. Thousands of people 
took out a march in Udaipur and shopkeepers 
downed shutters in Jaipur today, protesting over the 
recent murder of a tailor.

Two brothers on a quest to make biodegradable 
items to replace single-use plastic

New Delhi/Greater Noida. As single-use T h e  b r o t h e r s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  
plastic is now banned in India, there are biodegradable ID cards with string; 95 
alternatives available to replace such per cent biodegradable ball pens with 
products in daily life. Ankit and Atul seeds on their top so that, whenever 
Tripathi from Greater Noida have created discarded, they will grow as a plant; seed 
a one-of-a-kind initiative to eliminate planter sets to replace bouquets; and 
single-use plastic-related products from notebooks with recycled stubble, which 
daily life. the farmers often burn, leading to air 

pollution. Also, the brothers have The Tripathi brothers, from Ayodhya in 
developed a special notebook with Uttar Pradesh, are making biodegradable 
recycled materials that contains seeds of replacements for every single-use plastic 
basil (Tulsi).item they come across in their daily lives.

 Once discarded, the notebook will grow "When we first moved to Delhi, we lived 
into a plant.near one of the garbage-mountains in the 

Bhalswa Dairy area. We've been planning "We are trying to give biodegradable 
something to reduce plastic pollution options for each daily-use item that 
ever since. We think of plastic as a bad contains single-use plastic. Research and 
thing, but it actually saves a lot of trees. development for many products are on-

are currently working at the college's away pens, ID cards at each event, However, single-use plastic is killing the going and we are continuously thinking 
'incubation centre.' They have also been d i sposab le  p la t e s  and  cu t l e ry,  environment, so we've decided to replace of new ideas to save the environment 
invited to attend seminars on climate toothbrushes, polythene, paper in many it with everyday items," said Ankit from ongoing pollution and global 
change, plastic pollution, start-ups, and forms, leading to the cutting of trees. To Tripathi, co-founder of Uneako. warming. Our mascot, Polu, is a polar 
entrepreneurship in Dubai and London. replace all these items, we have bear which is on the edge of extinction The Tripathi brothers studied engineering 

developed many biodegradable options," "Tonnes of single-use plastic are being due to global warming," said Atul.at the NIET College in Greater Noida and 
said Atul Tripathi, co-founder of Uneako.dumped in the form of used and thrown 

Dance performances held 
ahead of BJP’s 2-day 

national executive meet in 
Hyderabad 

New Delhi. Dance performances were held outside the 
International Convention Centre in Hyderabad on 
Saturday where the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) 
two-day national executive meeting will begin today. 
Women in traditional attire were seen performing folk 
dances with BJP flags in the background.

The meeting will be attended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, BJP national president JP Nadda, 
Union Home Ministers Amit Shah and Rajnath Singh, 
Chief Ministers of 19 states and other senior BJP 
leaders.

Choosing Hyderabad for its national executive meeting 
has an underlying message. Telangana, which goes to 
polls in late 2023, is being eyed by the BJP.

The BJP sees an opportunity for a saffron surge in the 
southern state by bringing down the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) government.

As the single-use plastic ban comes into effect in India, two brothers are on a quest to make biodegradable alternatives.

COVID-19 India: The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 4.14 per cent, 
while the weekly positivity rate was 
recorded at 3.56 per cent, according 

to the ministry.

The NIA court sentenced Husna, Abdulla, Raees Ahmad, Nadeem and Furkan, all residents of Uttar Pradesh's 
Bijnor, from three years to a maximum of seven years 10 months for various offences.
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