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Droupadi Murmu scripts history;
becomes India’s first tribal President

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, July 21: Droupadi Murmu
scripted history on Thursday by becoming
India’s first tribal President in the one-sided
contest, defeating Opposition candidate
Yashwant Sinha. Murmu, 64, won by an
overwhelming margin against Sinha after
receiving over 64 per cent valid votes in a
day-long counting of ballots of MPs and
MLAs, comprising the electoral college, to
succeed Ram Nath Kovid to become the
country’s 15th president. After the end of
the counting process that continued for
more than 10 hours, returning officer P C
Mody declared Murmu as the winner and
said that she got 6,76,803 votes against
Sinha’s 3,80,177 votes. She will be the first
President to be born after independence
and is the youngest to occupy the top post.
She is also the second woman to become
the President. Her victory was sealed after
the third round itself when the Returning
officer announced that Murmu had already
received over 53 per cent of the total valid
votes even as Ballots from 10 states and

Union territories are still being counted.
Conceding defeat after the third round of
counting, Sinha congratulated Murmu and

said every Indian hope that as the 15th
President she functions as the “custodian of
the Constitution” without fear or favour. In a

statement, Sinha thanked the leaders of the
Opposition parties for choosing him as
their consensus candidate in this election.

“I also thank all members of the Electoral
College who voted for me. I accepted the
offer of Opposition parties solely guided by

the philosophy of Karma Yoga preached by
Lord Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita—‘Do
your duty without expectation of the fruits
thereof’,” Sinha said. “I have performed my
duty conscientiously out of my love for my
country. The issues I had raised during my
campaign remain pertinent,” he said.
Immediately after the announcement of the
NDA presidential nominee crossing the
halfway mark, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president J P Nadda visited
Murmu at her residence here to congratu-
late her. “India scripts history. At a time
when 1.3 billion Indians are marking Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a daughter of India
hailing from a tribal community born in a
remote part of eastern India has been elect-
ed our President!,” Modi tweeted. He con-
gratulated Murmu on being elected to the
top Constitutional post. “Droupadi Murmu
Ji’s life, her early struggles, her rich service
and her exemplary success motivates each
and every Indian. She has emerged as a ray
of hope for our citizens, especially the poor,
marginalised and the downtrodden,” he
said in a series of tweets.

ED questions Congress president Sonia Gandhi
for 2 hours, ends session on her request

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, July 21: Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on Thursday left the
office of Enforcement Directorate (ED)
after questioning for two hours and
recording her statement under the
Prevention of Money laundering Act
(PMLA) in the National Herald case.
'Decency demanded that ED should have
gone to Sonia Gandhi's residence to ques-
tion her' Officials in the ED said the ques-
tioning session ended for the day on her
request as she is recovering from Covid
and may be asked to come again on
Monday. Gandhi, 75, arrived at the ED
headquarters located at Vidyut Lane
flanking APJ Abdul Kalam Road in central
Delhi a little after noon escorted by her Z+
category CRPF security cover. The ques-
tioning began around 12:30 pm after com-
pletion of some formalities like verifica-
tion of summons and signature in the
attendance sheet, sources said, adding
that she has been allowed to leave on her
request made on medical grounds. The

probe relates to alleged financial irregu-
larities in the Congress-promoted Young
Indian Private Limited, which owns the

National Herald newspaper. On the day
when Congress president Sonia Gandhi
has to appear before the Enforcement

Directorate, the opposition party
launched an all-out attack on the govern-
ment and Prime Minister Narendra Modi

slamming them for being intolerant and
using agencies as political tools to topple
elected governments and harass political

opponents. Briefing media on Thursday
morning at AICC headquarters, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot said he con-
demned the ED’s act of summoning Sonia
Gandhi, which is neither good under the
law nor in terms of decency, as no case
could be made out under the Prevention
of Money laundering Act (PMLA) in the
National Herald matter. He, however,
said, “If at all she needed to be questioned
for clarification, the ED officials should
have gone to her residence and recorded
her statement, as that would have been a
decent way of doing it. But the intention is
to harass and not to investigate.” Even
joint opposition Presidential candidate
Yashwant Sinha in a tweet said, “I strong-
ly condemn the attitude of ED to humili-
ate political leaders. The officers of the
ED should have gone to her residence
even if they had questions to ask of Sonia
Gandhi.” Gehlot further claimed that
Delhi Police had turned the party head-
quarters as “chhavni” and were not allow-
ing peaceful Congressmen to enter “our
office”. 

L-G junks Delhi govt plea seeking nod for
Arvind Kejriwal's Singapore visit to attend summit

Jai Prakash

New Delhi, July, 21: In a setback for
Arvind Kejriwal, lieutenant governor (L-G)
VK Saxena has rejected the file submitted
by the Delhi government seeking his
approval for the chief minister's
Singapore visit to attend a summit
in August since it's a conference
of mayors, said the L-G office on
Thursday. The L-G advised
Kejriwal to not attend the World
Cities Summit in Singapore since
it is a conference of mayors and
won't be befitting for a chief min-
ister to attend it, news agency ANI
quoted official sources as saying.
However, Kejriwal, in a letter, has
declared that he would "go
ahead" with the visit. "I humbly
beg to differ with the advice of the
Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor,"
Kejriwal wrote in response. "If the visit of
each constitutional authority in our country
were to be decided on the basis of what sub-
jects fall within the jurisdiction of that
authority, it would create a funny situation

and practical logjam. Then the Prime
Minister would not be able to go anywhere
because in most of his visits, he also dis-
cusses subjects which which fall in state list
and do not fall in his jurisdiction," the letter
added. ANI reported that Saxena has

returned the proposal regarding the foreign
visit of Kejriwal while noting that the confer-
ence will be covering different aspects of
urban governance, which are addressed by
diverse bodies like the MCD, DDA and
NDMC apart from the city government.

The L-G said the Delhi government does
not have exclusive domain over the issues
and it will be 'inappropriate' for a chief min-
ister to attend it. Recently, Kejriwal wrote a
letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
protest an alleged delay in getting approval

for his planned visit to Singapore to par-
ticipate in the World Cities Summit
(WCS) on August 2-3 and said that stop-
ping the planned visit of a chief minister
to such an important platform is against
the interests of the country. According
to an official from the Delhi govern-
ment, the chief minister has termed the
delay as “wrong”. “The Singapore gov-
ernment has invited chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal to present the Delhi
model at the global summit. It will be
presented before the world leaders,”
the official said. Last month, a row
erupted over the “delay” in permission

to the visit. The World Cities Summit
(WCS) is an exclusive platform for govern-
ment leaders and industry experts to
address liveable and sustainable city chal-
lenges, share integrated urban solutions
and forge new partnerships.

Amritsar encounter: Wanted to catch gangsters
alive, gave them chance to surrender, says police

Sanjay Kumar

Chandigarh, July 21: Punjab Police on
Thursday said it wanted to catch alive the
two gangsters allegedly
involved in singer Sidhu
Moosewala's murder and had
asked them to surrender but
they did not stop firing.
Jagroop Singh Roopa and
Manpreet Singh alias Mannu
Kusa were killed in a nearly
five-hour-long encounter with
Punjab Police on Wednesday.
They hid in a building at
Bhakna village near the India-
Pakistan border in Amritsar,
according to police. Three
policemen and a journalist
were also injured. Amritsar
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) MS Bhullar said police had
asked the two gangsters to surrender.
"We wanted to catch them alive. But when

they did not stop firing, they were killed in
the exchange of fire," he told reporters in
Amritsar. Replying to a question, Bhullar

said the gangsters were dropped at the
building by a vehicle and efforts were
being made to trace it. "During a search

by forensic teams, 31 rounds of AK-47, a
.45 bore pistol and two magazines were
recovered from the building," the DCP

said. A broken mobile had
also been recovered and the
forensic teams would exam-
ine it, he said. On
Wednesday, police recov-
ered an AK-47 rifle and a .9
mm pistol from the gang-
sters. Asked whether any
drugs were recovered from
the encounter site, Bhullar
said, "We have recovered
some tablets and our foren-
sic teams are examining
them." No document had
been recovered, he said
when asked if any fake pass-
ports were found. The bod-

ies of the two gangsters have been shifted
to the Amritsar civil hospital for post-
mortem, Bhullar said.

CM Bhagwant Mann slams Centre
for not giving representation to

Punjab in MSP panel
Chandigarh, July 21: Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann on Wednesday slammed the Centre
for not giving the state a representation in the commit-
tee formed on minimum support price. AAP leader and
the party's Rajya Sabha MP Raghav Chadha alleged
that the exclusion of Punjab from the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) panel was "deliberate" and
termed it an "insult" to the people of the state. In a
tweet, Mann said, "I condemn that the Centre has not
given representation to Punjab in the panel on MSP as
was promised to farmers... Punjab's farmers are

already stuck in crop cycle and debt. MSP is our legal
right...The Centre should ensure representation of
Punjab in the MSP committee." The Union govern-
ment has formed a committee on Minimum Support
Price (MSP), eight months after it promised to set up
such a panel. According to the notification issued on
Monday, the committee will look into ways to make
MSP available to farmers by making the system more
effective and transparent. Besides MSP, the committee
will look into ways to promote natural farming, crop
diversification, and micro-irrigation schemes. Among
others, senior members of agricultural universities,
five central government secretaries and chief secre-
taries of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim and
Odisha are part of the panel. The Samyukta Kisan
Morcha, an umbrella body of farmer unions, has
declared that it will not be a part of the panel. Rejecting
the committee, it alleged that "so-called farmer lead-
ers" who supported the now-repealed farm laws are its
members. Objecting to the exclusion of Punjab institu-
tions and state government representatives from the
MSP committee, Chadha said, "By deliberately exclud-
ing Punjab, the Central government has insulted our
people." 
All's not well with Yogi Adityanath 
govt, MoS quits, another 'upset'
New Delhi, July 21: Not all is well in the Yogi

Adityanath Cabinet, it appears. Uttar Pradesh Public
Works Department (PWD) Minister Jitin Prasada,
whose Officer on Special Duty (OSD) Anil Kumar
Pandey was transferred and five PWD officials were
suspended following allegations of “non-compliance of
the transfer policy and irregularities”, is believed to be
“upset”. Meanwhile, in a rare example of open discon-
tent in any BJP government, another minister, Jal
Shakti Minister of State Dinesh Khatik, today resigned
penning a scathing complaint that he was being “side-
lined because he is a Dalit”. Sources claim Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak had also recently
expressed displeasure over transfers of doctors in the
department. In his resignation letter to Home Minister
Amit Shah, Khatik claimed that he was not assigned
any work in the ministry and no one paid any heed to
orders given by him or provided any information he
asked for. Alleging corruption in transfers and also in
the prestigious Namami Gange programme, Khatik
claimed when he asked about it, he was not given any
information by officials. “I am resigning because I am
hurt. I was not given any importance because I am a
Dalit. I have no authority as a minister. My working as
a Minister of State is a waste for the Dalit community...I
am not called for any meeting and not told anything
about my ministry. This is an insult to the Dalit com-
munity,” Khatik said. PWD Minister Prasada later
denied that he was “upset”, saying that he was working
under Adityanath’s leadership to meet the expectations
of the people. “Everyone knows about the zero-toler-
ance policy of the PM and CM Adityanath. Under this,
if there are irregularities in the department, the gov-
ernment will take concrete steps. There will be a fair
probe. Action will be taken wherever there’s disorder,”
Prasada was quoted as saying.

Crop diversification scheme
for 10 more Haryana districts

Chandigarh, July 21: Sumita Misra,
Additional Chief Secretary, Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Department, today said
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana was being imple-
mented in more water exhaustive districts. The
crop diversification scheme will be implemented
in Ambala, Fatehabad, Jind, Karnal, Kaithal,
Kurukshetra, Panipat, Sonipat, Sirsa and
Yamunanagar, where paddy is grown in over 1.25
lakh acres. With the implementation of the
scheme, not only the income of farmers will
increase, it will also conserve natural resources
to fulfil the nutritional requirements of soil. —
Sumita Misra, Additional chief secretary,
Agriculture and farmers’ welfare dept A target of
62,500 acres for maize and 32,500 acres for puls-
es such as ‘moong’, ‘urad’ and ‘arhar’ has been set
to diversify paddy crop with these crops. In order
to encourage farmers, the state government has
also decided to provide an incentive of Rs 2,400
per acre for maize and Rs 3,600 per acre for puls-
es. The incentive will be transferred to the bank
account of farmers through DBT after physical
verification. “With the implantation of the scheme,
not only the income of farmers will increase, but it
will also conserve natural resources to fulfil the
nutritional requirements,” the Additional Chief
Secretary said, adding that district-level events
will also be organised to make farmers aware
about the scheme. Registration is mandatory on
www.agriharyana.gov.in to get the benefits of the
scheme.

India records 21,566 new
covid cases, 45 more deaths

New Delhi, July 21: India saw a single-day
rise of 21,566 coronavirus cases, the highest in
152 days, taking its covid tally to 4,38,25,185,
while the number of active cases in the country
climbed to 1,48,881 on Thursday, the Union
health ministry said. The death toll due to the
viral disease has gone up to 5,25,870 with 45
more deaths, according to the ministry’s data
updated at 8am. The active cases accounted for
0.34 per cent of the total caseload, while the
national covid recovery rate was recorded at
98.46 per cent, the ministry said. An increase of
3,227 cases was recorded in the active covid
caseload in a span of 24 hours. The daily posi-
tivity rate was recorded at 4.25 per cent while
the weekly positivity rate was recorded at 4.51
per cent, according to the ministry. The num-
ber of people who have recuperated from the
disease has gone up to 4,31,50,434 while the
case fatality rate was recorded at 1.2 per cent.
According to the ministry, 200.91 crore doses
of covid vaccines have so far been adminis-
tered under the nationwide vaccination drive.
Of the 45 new deaths, 17 were reported from
Kerala, seven from Maharashtra, six from
West Bengal, two each from Assam, Bihar,
Rajasthan and Uttarakhand and one each from
Goa, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Mizoram, Sikkim and Uttar Pradesh.

Rain in Chandigarh,
Delhi; IMD predicts

'enhanced rainfall activity' 
over northwest India for 3 days

New Delhi, July 21: Parts of Delhi wit-
nessed rain bringing down the mercury
level on Thursday morning even as the
weather office predicted moderate rain dur-
ing the day. The minimum temperature was
recorded at 24.5 degrees Celsius, three
notches below normal. According to the
India Meteorological Department (IMD),
the city received 56.6 mm rainfall from
8.30am on Wednesday to 8.30am on
Thursday. Due to the rain, heavy traffic was
reported on several key stretches, including
the Delhi-Meerut Expressway, Bhairon
Marg-Ring Road junction, Vikas Marg, DND
and Sarai Kale Khan. “There will be general-
ly cloudy sky with moderate rain on
Thursday. The maximum temperature is
likely to hover around 35 degrees Celsius,"
an IMD official said. The relative humidity
at 8.30am was 95 per cent, the weather office
said. The IMD has predicted "enhanced
rainfall activity" over northwest India for
two-three days.
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Youth in UP’s 'warrior village' celebrate Anangpal
Tomar's birthday, demand roll back of Agnipath scheme

Pilkhuwa. Several young people from the ‘warrior villages’ of Satha-Chaurasi of western Uttar Pradesh gathered on
Wednesday to celebrate the birth anniversary of Delhi's founder Anangpal Tomar and demanded the roll back of the Agnipath
scheme. The villages of Satha Chaurasi are one of the areas of the country from where the maximum numbers of people get
recruited into the armed forces. Bhupendra Tomar, who organised the celebrations said, " On the birth anniversary of our
ancestor and Delhi's founder Anangpal Tomar, we want to urge the government to understand the warrior culture of such
areas.” “We have been fighting for this country for over 1000 years and the Agnipath scheme has disappointed the youth of
this village. They don't want a four-year contract to give their lives to this country," added Tomar. Another organiser, Brajesh
Rana said, "We are celebrating the birth anniversary of our great warrior ancestor who estab-
lished what we call Delhi now. Sadly, after hundreds of years, his descendants are being denied
the opportunity to continue the warrior culture. The government should immediately roll back
the Agnipath scheme for the sake of the future of the youth of these warrior villages.” According
to the National Monuments Authority (NMA), Anangpal Tomar II from the Tomar Rajput
dynasty was the founder of Delhi. He populated Delhi in the 11th century and constructed many
monuments. The 84 villages of Tomars of Satha-Chaurasi are believed to be settled by
Anangpal's younger brother Ajaypal Tomar in the 11th century.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Trilok Chand Advocate on
behalf of my client Sh. Mehar
Chand, R/o H.No. 115, Karan
Vihar-2, Kirari Extension, New
Delhi 110086, serve this
notice to the general Public
that my client has debarred
and disowned his son namely
Rajeev Kumar from all his
movable and immovable prop-
erties in India because of his
act and misconduct. Now my
client would have no concern
with his son in any manner. If
any person deals with the said
Anish, in any manner, in that
case, he/she would be doing
that on their own risk.

Trilok Chand 
Advocate

Office: Plot No. 1,
Baljeet Vihar, Near Rohini

Sector-22, New Delhi 110086

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our client
Mrs. Manju Sharma w/o Mr.
Devki Nandan is the owner of
the Freehold Residential Plot
No. 4, area measuring 100 Sq.
Yards, Out of Mu. No. 67, Killa
No. 19, Situated at Waka Muja
Saran Tehsil & District,
Faridabad, (Sanjay Colony),
Haryana.   Vide Sale Deed
dated 04.08.2010  duly regis-
tered in the Office of Sub
Registrar-Faridabad, as
Document No. 6674, in Book
No. 01, Volume No. 4/109, on
Page Nos. 122 to 4/6, dated
04.08.2010. In the chain docu-
ment Death Certificate & SMC
of Late Sh. Jagdish Chandra
Sikka S/o Sh. Bihari Lal Sikka
died on 15.01.2006. is not
available now our client is
declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right
over the said property. and
same property sold to be Sh.
Krishan Kumar and same is
going to be financed by
Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Ltd. Dwarka Delhi.  If
any person(s) have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the right, title or interest in
the Said Property then contact
us within 07 days from the date
of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned
if found by any one. Thereafter
no claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our clients
Mrs. Shahnaj W/o Mohammad
Ayub is the owner of the
Freehold Residential Plot No.
23, area measuring 100 Sq.
Yards, Out of Khasra/Khatoni
No. 307/480, Mu. No. 73, Killa
No. 5/2(0-7), 7/2(4-0), 7/4(2-0),
7/3(1-0), 7/1(1-0), Mu. No. 73,
Killa No. 4(8-0), 5/1(7-13), Mu.
No. 73, Killa No. 13/2(3-11),
14/1(6-8), Mu. 67, Killa No.
24(8-0), Situated at Waka
Mauja Badkhal, Tehsil
Badkhal, District Faridabad,
Haryana. vide Sale Deed
Dated 18.02.2019 as Doc No.
9363, Book No.1, on Dated
18.02.2019, SRO- Badkhal.
Our client has lost/Misplace his
Original Sale Deed Dated
03.10.1991 It. was executed in
favour of Mr. Sher Mohammad
S/o Mr. Kallu as Doc No. 6106,
Book No. 1, on SRO-
Faridabad. Now our client is
declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right
over the said property, same
property is currently financed
by Jana small Finance Bank
and now same is going to be
going to be re-financed by
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank
Ltd. Branch Faridabad,
Haryana.   If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the Said
Property then contact us within
14 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by any one. Thereafter
no claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I, BHARTI KUMARI D/O DEBI
CHAND GARG residing at  J-
142, KALKAJI, DELHI-110019
have changed my name to
BHARTI KUMARI GARG for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-16012046X HAV DARA
SINGH S/O SH. PYARE LAL
R/O VILL-DOOMERA, PO-
KHERLI SAIYAD, TEH-ALWAR,
DISTT-ALWAR, RAJASTHAN-
301030, have changed my
minor son’s name from DEVI
SINGH DALAL to DEVI SINGH
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUJA MANDAL W/o NO-
3010305W  NK  CHINMOY
MANDAL R/o VILL-RANA-
GRAM, PO-GOKARANA, PS-
KANDI, DISTT-MURSHIDABAD,
WEST BENGAL-742136, have
changed my name from PUJA
MANDALto PUJAPALMANDAL
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 21/07/2022 before Notary
Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Tabrez Aalam s/o Mohd
Badruzama R/o Flat No-146-C,
2nd Floor, DDA L.I.G Flats,
Pocket-12, Jasola, New friends
Colony, Delhi-110025 have
changed my name to Mohd
Tabrez Alam permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, Himanshu s/o Anil Kumar R/o
B1/51B, Sewak Park, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059, have
changed my name to Himanshu
Gupta for all future purposes 

NAME CHANGE
I, Rohit S/o Hem Bahadur R/o
Khasra No. 605, Sultanpur
Khadda Colony, M. G. Road, New
Delhi-110030, have changed my
name to Rohit Chhetry for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, NO- 15766095K HAV  MISHRA
ABHIMANU KUMAR LALBABU
R/o VILL-DHUSARI MISHRA,
PADARI BAZAR, DISTT-DEO-
RIA, UTTAR PRADESH-274701,
have changed my minor son’s
name from PRIYANSHU to
PRIYANSHU MISHRA for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, RANJU W/o NO-15766095K
HAV MISHRA ABHIMANU
KUMAR LAL BABU R/o  VILL-
DHUSARI MISHRA, PADARI
BAZAR, DISTT-DEORIA,
UTTAR PRADESH-274701,
have changed my name from
RANJU to RANJU DEVI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 21/07/2022 before Notary
Public Delhi.
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Beijing: Fed up with the oppressive for the Chinese people. Yet, the number possible.China's draconian restrictions 
governance of President Xi Jinping's of applications has seen a sudden rise in have instilled deep resentment among 
regime, the elite and middle class of the past three years.As per the United the Chinese. Xi Jinping's authoritarian 
China are making desperate attempts to Nations High Commissioner for rule, and crackdowns on public dissent 
flee the country and seek political Refugees, the annual number of and freedom of speech has only added 
asylum in other countries. asylum seekers from China was 15,362 insult to injury.From business to 

in 2012. However, it continued to grow education to entertainment, Jinping has People do not want to live in China as 
at a high rate and increased to 1,08,071 tried to strengthen its clutches in every they continually face challenges 
in 2020.The situation seems to be key area. This encroachment has dealing with Jinping's regime, reported 
nearing out of control as it appears to displeased a wide section of society. Hong Kong Post. Among the reasons 
have crossed 1,20,000-mark this year. Billionaires are renouncing their for seeking asylum are China's brutal 
The total number of people applying citizenship.More than 500 elite crackdowns on minority communities, 
for asylum during Jinping's rule has citizens had left China by 2020. Now free speech-seekers, academicians, 
been over 6,13,000.It is not just in many such rich businessmen are in the activists, and even business tycoons 
mainland China but also in Hong Kong process to settle elsewhere as and celebrities.The most recent 
where the repercussions of China's repression in the name of Covid-19 example is China's harsh COVID-19 
human rights violations can be seen. management has grown manifold.policies. The stringent lockdowns and 
People are making desperate attempts government high-handedness during Safeguard Defenders, a human rights 
to get settled abroad, especially in the the Covid-19 pandemic have only organisation, said the number of 
U S ,  U K ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  aggravated the problem as it also hurts asylum seekers from China had grown 
Canada.Speaking about the mood on people's livelihoods. at an alarming level thanks to the more 
the ground, Ivy Cui, who runs an oppressive system of governance. It These stern policies have forced the 
immigration agency in Shanghai, said said many Chinese moved to middle class to look for another 
people were in panic mode and wanted democratic countries, especially to the country to live and hence the mass 
t o  l e a v e  C h i n a  a s  s o o n  a s  rival country US.exodus.Getting asylum is an uphill task 

NEWS BOX

Be happy about the weather: Anchor's remark on UK 
heat wave is straight out of 'Don't Look Up' film

Oppression Under Xi Jinping Forces China 
Citizens To Seek Asylum Elsewhere

women's rights activist and a part of the also to ensure stability remains so that Colombo Having polled 134 of 219 valid 
Janatha Aragalaya or people's struggle. tourists and foreign exchange can be votes cast in Parliament, Ranil 

earned. "Yes, the protests will and must Wickremesinghe has been elected the ''He has fulfilled his desire to become 
continue but they must remain peaceful. eighth President of Sri Lanka.Having President of Sri Lanka but who will fulfil 
We cannot afford vandalism and arson. won more than 60 per cent of the valid the desire of the people of Sri Lanka to 
Our collective aim should remain votes polled, Ranil Wickremesinghe has end executive presidency and give power 
peace, non-violence and stability,'' won a clear mandate in Parliament, but to the people," she adds.
Visaka Jayaveera, an artist and activist can he win the hearts and minds of the 'JOB HALF DONE'
says at the Presidential secretariat angry street that forced his predecessor The protesters on the streets are angry and 
building. Some activists also believe Gotabaya Rajapaksa to flee the country? dejected. They say their job is only half 
Ranil Wickremesinghe reaching out to THIRD TIME'S THE CHARM done with the ouster of Gotabaya status quo and failed policies that made Opposition leader Sajith Premadasa and Ranil Wickremesinghe is third-time lucky. Rajapaksa as President. And that is why Sri Lanka bankrupt,'' says But we will seeking an all-inclusive all-party Twice in the past, his presidential bid was they will continue to occupy the Gota Go have to reassess our position, tactics and government may be sending out a signal unsuccessful. But with Gotabaya Home protest at the Galle Face centre. strategy,'' says Namal Jayaveera, an for stability.Rajapaksa having fled the country and The angry street fears armed with the activist & former investment banker at the 

Wickremesinghe has been the premier of others in the family hugely unpopular, the support and mandate from 134 MPs, protest centre.
Sri Lanka six times in the past, but never ruling SLPP strongly backed his Wickremesinghe may unleash the DIVIDED STREETS before has he faced a challenge of this candidature. But this itself makes him security forces on them and arrest the However, the angry street also appears magnitude. His biggest challenge is to unpopular on the streets. ''How many Aragalaya leaders and supporters. divided. There are also those who say ensure the revival of the economy and the seats does he have on his own? He has “The focus of our battle shifts from Gota Go their aim of Gota Go Home has been availability of fuel, food, gas and been elected President because of the Home to Ranil Go Home. He is a part of achieved and now the focus must remain medicines so that a semblance of Rajapaksa family. His job is to save them, the Rajapaksa system. He will not work to ensure stability and ensure an IMF normalcy returns to the island nation.not Sri Lanka,'' says Vraie Balthazar, a for a new Sri Lanka but carry forward the bailout package is secured. The aim is 

He has won Parliament, but can 
Wickremesinghe win the Sri Lanka street

WORLD. summer of ’76 as hot as this one?” Days before the UK 
She goes on to ask as the recorded its hottest ever 
meteorologist shakes his head with temperature, a TV News 
a touch of exasperation, and replies anchor made light of a 
with a firm ‘no’.meteorologist’s warning of 

excess deaths due to the Hammond proceeds to explain that 
unprecedented heat wave the summer of 1976 was a “freak 
sweeping the country.The event” but in recent years, the UK 
video of the exchange went has  wi tnessed  record  h igh  
viral after a Twitter user temperatures on an increasing 
pointed out how the GB News frequency, and heat waves are only 
host’s responses during the g o i n g  t o  g e t  m o r e  
segment were strikingly similar severe.“Heatwaves are becoming 
to a fictional interview on after the Met Office issued an amber more extreme... I don’t think we 
director Adam McKay’s 2021 film, alert six days before the heat wave. It should be too lighthearted over the fact 
Don’t Look Up.For those who haven’t was later upgraded to red -- warning of that many are going to die over the next 
watched the satirical masterpiece, danger to life from extreme heat -- week because of the heat,” he says.
Don’t Look Up stars Leonardo three days later. Just as Hammond warned, the heat wave 
DiCaprio and Jennifer Lawrence as “This will not be nice weather, this could broke records, making it Britain’s 
two scientists trying to sound the alert be potentially lethal weather in a hottest-ever day with temperatures 
about a meteor approaching the Earth c o u p l e  o f  d a y s , ”  H a m m o n d  above 40 degrees Celsius in some 
without much luck. says.Anchor Bev Turner’s reaction areas.Although Don’t Look Up was 

In one scene, the scientists appear on a was right out of Don’t Look Up as she about an impending apocalyptic event, 
news show to warn the world about the says, “I want us all to be happy about it can also be interpreted as an effective 
catastrophic ramifications of the the weather. I don’t know what’s allegory for climate change denial.
approaching meteor, only to be happened to meteorologists to make The Oscar-nominated film is a nod to the 
laughed off by the over-optimistic you all a bit fatalistic. Whenever I turn warnings we have had over the impact 
anchors.And now life is imitating art, on the new, everyone’s talking about of global warming and rising sea levels 
as exhibited in the GB News interview. the weather and saying there’s going to and how people, corporations and 
The hosts asked British meteorologist be tons of fatalities. But haven’t we world leaders willingly choose to 
John Hammond about the weather always had hot weather?”Wasn’t the ignore or downplay them.

New York: The Federal Bureau of Investigation has 
added a 28-year-old Indian woman, who has been 
missing from New Jersey for the last three years, to its 
list of "Missing Persons" and is asking for assistance 
from the public on her whereabouts.

Mayushi Bhagat was last seen in the evening hours of 
April 29, 2019, leaving her apartment in Jersey City, 
New Jersey. She was last seen wearing colorful 
pajama pants and a black T-shirt. Ms Bhagat was 
reported missing by her family on May 1, 2019.

She is described as 5 feet 10 inches tall, medium build 
with black hair and brown eyes.

Ms Bhagat came to the United States in 2016 on an F1 
Student Visa. She was enrolled at the University of 
New Hampshire and then the New York Institute of 
Technology (NYIT), according to information 
released by the FBI.FBI's Newark Division on 
Wednesday added Ms Bhagat to the list of "Missing 
Persons" on its webpage, FBI Special Agent in Charge 
James Dennehy said.Ms Bhagat speaks English, 
Hindi, and Urdu and has friends in the South 
Plainfield, New Jersey, area.The FBI said any person 
with information about Ms Bhagat should contact the 
local FBI office or the nearest American Embassy or 
Consulate.PromotedListen to the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.comThe FBI has put Ms Bhagat's 'Missing 
Person' poster on its website under the "Most Wanted" 
list of "Kidnappings/Missing Persons.”

Rishi Sunak’s close ties with India are a 
bonus: Ex-health secretary Matt Hancock

popular amongst the public, which will London Rishi will make the best 
help us win an election,” Hancock Prime Minister,” former Health 
added."It’s great that our country can Secretary Matt Hancock had said in 
produce an exceptional individual like an interview to India Today. This is 
Rishi Sunak," Hancock said while slowly proving to be true.
explaining why he is backing Sunak to be In the race to 10 Downing Street, 
the next UK PM.Indian-origin MP Rishi Sunak and 

WHO IS RISHI SUNAK?foreign secretary Liz Truss have 
emerged as the top two contenders Born in Southampton to a general 
for the UK PM post. Sunak secured practitioner father and a pharmacist 
137 votes in the last round of mother, Rishi Sunak, first became an MP 
voting.Sunak, the former British in 2015. He was elected from Richmond, 
Finance Minister, has led in all Yorkshire.Sunak quickly rose through 
rounds of the voting among the Conservative party ranks and was 
Conservative lawmakers.Talking appointed to the most important UK 
about Sunak's Indian origin, former Cabinet post - Chancellor of the 
health secretary, Matt Hancock, in Exchequer by Johnson in 2020. The 
an exclusive interview with India minister gained popularity for his 
Today said, “Rishi is British but his economic package to aid businesses and 
relationship with India that he will employees as an unprecedented 
bring as a Prime Minister is a pandemic gripped the country and the 
bonus." world.However, his massive popularity 

took a huge hit over his wife's non-"He is a true born Englishman, with a 
domiciled tax status and the partygate very British education. He was born the close ties he has with India as a but because he has the calibre to become 

scandal, among other issues.If Sunak into a National Health Service (NHS) bonus,” Matt Hancock said.He further the PM, Hancock noted.I have seen him 
does become the PM of Britain, then he family and went to Oxford University like added, "I have worked closely with him work under intensive pressure. He is up to 
will be the first person of Indian or even me. But he brings many facets because of and he handles the crisis well." He is the job. He is the best candidate for the job 
Asian origin to hold the post.his heritage. I see the affinity he has and supporting Rishi not because he is Asian, and it also happens that he is the most 

Hong Kong: An An, the world's oldest male giant panda 
under human care, was euthanised on Thursday at age 
35, the equivalent of 105 years for humans, said the 
Hong Kong theme park where he lived.

An An's health had showed steady signs of deterioration 
over the past few weeks, with his food intake declining, 
until he finally stopped eating, said Ocean Park, the 
marine and animal facility where he had lived since 
1999.An An and Jia Jia, the world's oldest female giant 
panda, who died in 2016 at 38 years, were gifts from the 
Chinese government."Ocean Park is deeply saddened 
to announce the loss of An An," it said in a statement.

The park said it was thankful for the opportunity to take 

care of Jia Jia and An An as it helped Ocean Park 
become an important base for panda conservation.

"An An is an indispensable member of our family and has 
grown together with the Park. He has also built a strong 
bond of friendship with locals and tourists alike."

Ocean Park, which displays animals including walruses, 
penguins and dolphins, now has two giant pandas, Ying 
Ying and Le Le.China gave the female Ying Ying and 
male Le Le to Hong Kong in 2007. The park has been 
hoping that the pair could have babies but they have not 
so far.

World's Oldest Male Giant Panda, 
An An, Dies At The Age Of  35

WHO Decision On Sounding 
Highest Alarm On Monkeypox

Geneva: The World Health Organization will 
reconvene its expert monkeypox committee on 
Thursday to decide whether the outbreak now 
constitutes a global health emergency -- the 
highest alarm it can sound.

A second meeting of the WHO's emergency 
committee on the virus will be held to examine the 
evidence on the worsening situation, with nearly 
14,000 cases reported from more than 70 
countries.A surge in monkeypox infections has 
been reported since early May outside the West 
and Central African countries where the disease 
has long been endemic.On June 23, the WHO 
convened an emergency committee of experts to 
decide if monkeypox constitutes a so-called 
Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern (PHEIC) -- the UN health agency's 
highest alert level.But a majority advised the 
WHO's chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus that 
the situation, at that point, had not met the 
threshold.Now a second meeting will be held, 
with case numbers rising and spreading to six 
more countries in the past week.If the committee 
advises Tedros that the outbreak constitutes a 
P H E I C ,  i t  w i l l  p r o p o s e  t e m p o r a r y  
recommendations on how to better prevent and 
reduce the spread of the disease and manage the 
global public health response.But there is no 
timetable for when the outcome will be made 
public.Ninety-eight percent of reported cases "are 
among men who have sex with men (MSM) -- and 
primarily those who have multiple recent 
anonymous or new partners," Rosamund Lewis, 
the WHO's technical lead for monkeypox, told a 
press conference on Wednesday.

They are typically of young age and chiefly in urban 
areas, according to the WHO.The committee will 
look at the latest trends and data, how effective the 
countermeasures are and make recommendations 
for what countries and communities should do to 
tackle the outbreak.Regardless of the committee's 
PHEIC decision, the "WHO will continue to do 
everything we can to support countries to stop 
transmission and save lives," Tedros told the press 
conference.He said the WHO was validating, 
procuring and shipping tests to multiple countries, 
but said one of the most powerful tools in the fight 
against monkeypox was information.

"That's why WHO is continuing to work with 
patients and community advocates to develop and 
deliver information tailored to the affected 
communities," Tedros said.WHO emergencies 
director Michael Ryan said the LGBTQ 
community was one of the most engaged and 
responsible, having worked hard over decades to 
combat HIV, "so therefore we have full 
confidence that this community can, and will, and 
is, engaging very closely".A viral infection 
resembling smallpox and first detected in humans 
in 1970, monkeypox is less dangerous and 
contagious than smallpox, which was eradicated 
in 1980.

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control said that as of Monday, 7,896 confirmed 
cases had been reported from 27 countries in the 
European Economic Area.

Indian Woman, 28, Added To FBI's 
"Missing Persons" List After 3 Years

NASA's James Webb Telescope May 
Have Found Most Distant Known 
Galaxy
Washington: Just a week after its first images were 

shown to the world, the James Webb Space Telescope 
may have found a galaxy that existed 13.5 billion years 
ago, a scientist who analyzed the data said yesterday.

Known as GLASS-z13, the galaxy dates back to 300 
million years after the Big Bang, about 100 million 
years earlier than anything previously identified, 
Rohan Naidu of the Harvard Center for Astrophysics 
told AFP."We're potentially looking at the most distant 
starlight that anyone has ever seen," he said.

The more distant objects are from us, the longer it takes 
for their light to reach us, and so to gaze back into the 
distant universe is to see into the deep past.

Though GLASS-z13 existed in the earliest era of the 
universe, its exact age remains unknown as it could 
have formed anytime within the first 300 million years.

GLASS-z13 was spotted in so-called "early release" data 
from the orbiting observatory's main infrared imager, 
called NIRcam- but the discovery was not revealed in 
the first image set published by NASA last week.

When translated from infrared into the visible spectrum, 
the galaxy appears as a blob of red with white in its 
center, as part of a wider image of the distant cosmos 
called a "deep field."Mr Naidu and colleagues- a team 
totaling 25 astronomers from across the world- have 
submitted their findings to a scientific journal.

For now, the research is posted on a "preprint" server, so 
it comes with the caveat that it has yet to be peer-
reviewed- but it has already set the global astronomy 
community abuzz."Astronomy records are crumbling 
already, and more are shaky," tweeted NASA's chief 
scientist Thomas Zurbuchen."Yes, I tend to only cheer 
once science results clear peer review. But, this looks 
very promising," he added.Mr Naidu said another team 
of astronomers led by Marco Castellano that worked on 
the same data has achieved similar conclusions, "so 
that gives us confidence."

One of the great promises of Webb is its ability to find the 
earliest galaxies that formed after the Big Bang, 13.8 
billion years ago.Because these are so distant from 
Earth, by the time their light reaches us, it has been 
stretched by the expansion of the universe and shifted 
to the infrared region of the light spectrum, which 
Webb is equipped to detect with unprecedented clarity.

Mr Naidu and colleagues combed through this infrared 
data of the distant universe, searching for a telltale 
signature of extremely distant galaxies.

Below a particular threshold of infrared wavelength, all 
photons- packets of energy- are absorbed by the neutral 
hydrogen of the universe that lies between the object 
and the observer.By using data collected through 
different infrared filters pointed at the same region of 
space, they were able to detect where these drop-offs in 
photons occurred, from which they inferred the 
presence of these most distant galaxies.

"We searched all the early data for galaxies with this very 
striking signature, and these were the two systems that 
had by far the most compelling signature," said Mr 
Naidu.One of these is GLASS-z13, while the other, not 
as ancient, is GLASS-z11.

"There's strong evidence, but there's still work to be 
done," said Mr Naidu.
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case. The agency had earlier issued grabbing and misappropriating funds worth New Delhi. Congress workers have 
a similar summons to Sonia Gandhi thousands of crores of rupees.taken to the streets as a show of 
as she did not appear before the support for party chief Sonia Gandhi, He alleged that the Gandhis had acquired a 
investigators on June 8 and then on who is set to appear before the public limited company — AJL — through a 
June 21 due to Covid-19.The Enforcement Directorate (ED) in the privately held firm — Young India Limited 
Congress leader had developed a National Herald case. — of which Rahul Gandhi was the director.
mild fever on June 1 evening and Party leaders converged at the AICC Many shareholders of the AJL, including 
was found Covid-19 positive upon headquarters in New Delhi for the former law minister Shanti Bhushan and 
testing the next morning.protests. The leaders were seen former chief justice of Allahabad and 

The ED had on June 1 summoned raising slogans and extending their Madras High Courts Markandey Katju, said 
Sonia Gandhi to appear before its support to their party chief. they were not served any notice when YIL 
investigators on June 8 in the case acquired control over it. They said that the Meanwhile, the Delhi Police has 
for the first time in connection with shares held by their fathers were transferred issued traffic advisories as major 
a money laundering case involving to AJL in 2010 without their consent.routes in the city are being diverted 
the National Herald.and barricades have been set up. Subramanian Swamy, in his complaint, 

The probe agency wants to record alleged that YIL "took over" the assets of The roads that are to be avoided "Kindly avoid Motilal Nehru Marg, Akbar 
both Sonia Gandhi's statements under the AJL, including the National Herald, in a include Gol Methi junction, Tughlak Road Road, Janpath, and Man Singh Road 
criminal sections of the Prevention of "malicious" manner to gain profit and Junction, Claridges Junction, Q-point between 0900 hrs and 1400 hrs on 21.07.22. 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA). acquire assets worth over Rs 2,000 crore.Junction, Sunehri Masjid Junction, Maulana Due to special arrangements, traffic 

The ED last month questioned Rahul Gandhi Azad Road Junction, and Man Singh Road Swamy also alleged that YIL had paid just Rs movement will not be possible on these 
on several occasions in the case.Junction between 9 am and 2 pm. 50 lakh to obtain the rights to recover Rs roads," they added.

NATIONAL HERALD CASE 90.25 crore that AJL owed the Congress Inward bus movement in New Delhi will be SONIA GANDHI TO APPEAR BEFORE ED 
party. The loan was taken by AJL to start the restricted beyond Gol Dak Khana Junction, The National Herald matter came to the fore TODAY
newspaper. Swamy also alleged that the loan Patel Chowk, Windsor Place, Teen Murti when former BJP MP Subramanian Swamy The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has 
itself was illegal, as it had been disbursed Chowk, and Prithviraj Road due to special filed a case in the Delhi High Court accusing summoned Congress leader Sonia Gandhi 
from party funds.after-traffic arrangements, police said. Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi of land today in connection with the National Herald 

UP Cop Starts Own School 
To Help Underprivileged 

Children

Ayodhya. In a bid to provide a 
brighter future, a police officer in 
the temple city Ayodhya offers free 
education to children from the local 
areas who hail from downtrodden 
families.

The children, who are enjoying their 
classes and want to study further 
now, would have easily ended up 
begging if the cop wouldn't have 
come to their rescue.

"We want to study further and go to 
school. We feel pretty good while 
studying here, so now, we regularly 
come here," said a child.

With multiple young attendees in a 
class under a tree and open spaces, 
humanity echoes in the noble cause.

Police Sub-Inspector Ranjit Yadav 
began the classes several months 
ago and the decision came after 
seeing the parents of these children 
begging.

"I have started my own school and 
have been teaching these children 
for several months whenever I get a 
holiday. I often saw their parents 
begging, thereafter, I talked to them 
and many were willing to educate 
their children," Police Sub-
Inspector, Ranjit Yadav told ANI.

The children are seen attending his 
classes in numbers with over 50 
students marking their presence. 
The children are also provided with 
stationery and books by Mr Yadav.

In a time where everything took a toll 
during the Pandemic including the 
education of young innocent 
children, Police Sub Inspector 
Ranjit Yadav's noble thought and 
deed serve as the first milestone in 
proving that humanity has a face.

of now," Leader of Martyrs' Day rally will be against Kolkata.West Bengal BJP 
Opposit ion Suvendu the Centre's "authoritarian rule".called off its public meeting 
Adhikari told reporters.in Howrah's Uluberia, The party plans to make its annual 

scheduled to be held on The ruling Trinamool is rally, being held after a gap of two 
Thursday, citing its inability scheduled to hold a years due to COVID-19 pandemic, 
to hold a successful rally in massive rally on its a grand success. Trinamool general 
view of the Calcutta High Martyrs' Day on July 21, secretary Abhishek Banerjee 
Court's conditions. with several lakhs of claimed that around 20 lakh people 

people likely to attend the will attend the event.The saffron party has decided 
programme, which will to hold the event at a later Trinamool observes Martyrs' Day on 
be addressed by party date, which is yet to be J u l y  2 1  e v e r y  y e a r  t o  
chief Mamata Banerjee.decided. commemorate the killing of 13 

Trinamool leadership said people in police firing on a Youth Calcutta High Court on 
BJP's rally was intended Congress rally against the then Left that law and order is maintained We d n e s d a y  g r a n t e d  

to grab media attention. Front government in 1993 when and that no speaker issues any conditional permission to BJP to 
Ms Banerjee was the YC state provocative statements. Also, the hold the rally on the same day the "BJP has lost political relevance in 
president.saffron party must ensure that NH Trinamool will hold its massive West Bengal. Its plan to hold the 

16 is not obstructed due to the rally.Martyrs' Day rally in Kolkata. rally was an attempt to get some She continues to observe the day 
media attention," Trinamool state even after forming the Trinamool "With the conditions, it won't be Justice Moushumi Bhattacharya said 
general secretary Kunal Ghosh Congress in 1998 and coming to possible to hold a rally properly. the meeting can be held from 8 PM 
said.Ms Banerjee said that its power in West Bengal in 2011.So, we have decided to cancel it as to 10 PM, and BJP has to ensure 

train), which will connect Mumbai and Mumbai. Deputy Chief Minister Devendra 
G u j a r a t ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  h u b  o f  Fadnavis has assured Consul General of 
Ahmedabad, the JICA funding is also Japan Fukahori Yasukata of fast-tracking 
coming for the Mumbai Metro-3 line infrastructure projects like bullet train, 
and the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link funded by the Japan International 
(MTHL) projects.Cooperation Agency (JICA).

MTHL, once completed, will be the Mr Fadnavis gave the assurance yesterday 
longest sea bridge in the country with a during a meeting with Mr Yasukata and 
length of 21.8 km.other Japanese officials.

Besides Mr Yasukata, Deputy of the The bullet train project is aimed at running 
Mission Kaneko Toshilhiro and other the train between Ahmedabad and Mumbai 
senior Japanese officials were also on a high speed rail corridor at a speed of 
present at the meeting.320 kmph, covering a distance of 508 km 

and 12 stations.The train is expected to Mr Fadnavis, in a social media post, said, 
reduce the travel time between the two of running the country's first bullet train "We discussed JICA-funded projects 
cities to about three hours from the current six between Surat and Bilimora (in Navsari like Bullet Train, MTHL and Metro-3 line. I 
hours. district) in Gujarat in 2026 as good progress assured them that this government is 

has been made in this direction. committed to fast-tracking all these projects Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw last month 
and ensuring timely completion.”said they are confident of achieving the target Apart from the high-speed rail project (bullet 

Bhubaneswar. Revelry began early confident of Murmu’s win and her father and is now inhabited by 
in NDA candidate Droupadi pleased that the country would be her nephew, Dularam Tudu.
Murmu’s ancestral village as the getting its first Adivasi President. In the sleepy town of Rairangpur, 
nation awaits the results of the “I am very happy today, that’s why I Various local organisations such as 
presidential election. am preparing laddoos on the victory traders' bodies, bar associations, 

In Odisha’s Uperbeda, some 280 of Droupadi Murmu, the lady who and religious and educational 
kilometres from the capital will become the President. In the institutions, and even government 
Bhubaneswar, people were in village, 20,000 laddoos are being officials are waiting with palpable 
celebration mode even before the prepared on a large scale. After her enthusiasm to congratulate the 
counting of votes began. Murmu victory, all these laddoos will be "daughter of the soil".
was born and grew up in this remote d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  w h o l e  Hoarding congratulating Droupadi 
tribal village, now its people are village.”Another person said, Murmu on her win have already 
proud and overjoyed for “Odisha’s “Droupadi Murmu, the daughter of come up, as locals believe the top 
daughter”. a tribal family from Odisha, will constitutional post is within her 

become the President of the country Villagers are planning to make merry grasp.Folk artistes and tribal 
[today]. It is a matter of pride not after Droupadi Murmu's electoral d a n c e r s  r e h e a r s e d  t h e i r  
only for us but for the entire state.”victory by distributing laddoos in performances and are ready to hit 

the entire village. Around 20,000 Located around 20 km away from the streets as soon as the results are 
laddoos have been prepared for the Rairangpur in Mayurbhanj district, declared. They are waiting with 
occasion.India Today spoke to a Uperbeda is Murmu’s native bated breath to witness the first 
gentleman who was making village. She still has her ancestral tribal woman president of the 
laddoos in the village. He was home here. The house belonged to country.

Droupadi Murmu’s ancestral village celebrates 
with laddoos ahead of Prez poll results

Devendra Fadnavis Assures Japanese Officials 
Of  Fast-Tracking Bullet Train Project14 dead, 16 injured in 

lightning strike across 
UP; CM announces 
financial aid

Congress workers raise slogans in support of 
Sonia Gandhi ahead of ED questioning

New Delhi. The Supreme Court has agreed to 
examine a plea seeking an action-taken report 
from the Haryana government on the incident 
wherein a police officer was mowed down by 
a truck on Tuesday while he was investigating 
a case of illegal mining in the Aravallis.

Senior advocate ADN Rao, amicus curiae in the 
case, mentioned the matter.

The SC bench said that it will consider the 
matter. The SC had earlier banned mining in 
the area and is now monitoring the situation.

Taoru DSP Surendra Singh, who was probing 
illicit mining, died on the spot after being run 
over by a truck. His body was found in an open 
dumpster. The mining mafia in Nuh, Haryana, 
is said to be behind the killing.

The bullet train project is aimed at running the train between Ahmedabad 
and Mumbai on a high speed rail corridor at a speed of 320 kmph, covering 

a distance of 508 km and 12 stations.

Telangana govt requests 
Rs 1000 crore aid from 
Centre for flood relief

Lucknow. Lightning strikes have left 14 people 
dead and 16 others injured in various parts of 
Uttar Pradesh, officials said here.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has announced 
financial assistance of Rs 4 lakh each to the 
families of those who were killed in the 
lightning strikes on Wednesday.

According to the details provided by the relief 
commissioner's office, four deaths due to 
lightning were reported from Banda, two from 
Fatehpur and one each from Balrampur, 
Chandauli, Bulandshahr, Rae Bareli, Amethi, 
Kaushambi, Sultanpur and Chitrakoot 
districts.

Adityanath condoled the loss of lives and 
directed officials to ensure proper treatment is 
provided to the injured, the officials said.

Hyderabad. The Telangana government on 
Wednesday requested the Centre to provide 
Rs 1000 crore as immediate assistance for 
flood relief in the state. The state government 
sent a report detailing the losses suffered by 
the state due to recent heavy rains and floods.

As per the initial estimates, various state 
departments suffered losses which amounted 
to Rs 1400 crore.

TELANGANA FLOOD
Several roads and causeways were washed 

away in the floods. The roads and buildings 
department suffered a loss of Rs 498 crore.

The Panchayat Raj department's losses were 
estimated at Rs 449 crore. The Municipal 
Administration Department suffered a loss of 
Rs 379 crore, the losses to the Irrigation 
Department were estimated at Rs 33 crore 
and the Electricity Department suffered a 
loss of Rs 7 crore.

The government’s report is based on initial 
e s t i m a t e s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  
departments.

Congress workers have started gathering at AICC HQ in Delhi ahead of Sonia Gandhi's ED appearance in the National Herald case.

Police Sub-Inspector Ranjit 
Yadav began the classes 

several months ago and the 
decision came after seeing 

the parents of these children 
begging.

SC admits plea seeking 
action-taken report in 
Haryana DSP murder 
case

BJP Cancels Bengal Event After Court's 
Riders. Trinamool Rally On Same Day

In Odisha’s Uperbeda, presidential candidate Droupadi Murmu's ancestral village, people plan to 
celebrate her electoral victory by distributing 20,000 laddoos.

2 More Arrested For 
Forcing Girls To Remove 
Bra For NEET Exam In 
Kerala
Kollam, Kerala. Two more persons, who 

oversaw the NEET exam held in an 
educational institution in Kerala, were 
arrested by police yesterday for allegedly 
asking girl students to remove their bra for 
appearing in the test on July 17.

The arrest of a NEET observer and an exam 
coordinator was recorded today after their 
interrogation by police, an officer said.

With this, the count of those arrested in 
connection with the incident has gone up to 
seven. Five women, who were on NEET 
exam duty, were arrested on Tuesday. While 
three of them work for an agency hired by 
the National Testing Agency (NTA), two 
work for the private educational institute at 
Ayur where the incident took place.

The incident allegedly took place at one of the 
centres of NEET (UG)-2022 at Ayur in 
Kerala's Kollam district.

The NTA has formed a fact-finding committee 
to visit Kollam. The panel will submit its 
report in four weeks, according to officials.

The Calcutta High Court said that BJP has to ensure that law and order is maintained and 
that no speaker issues any provocative statements. Also, the saffron party must ensure that 

NH 16 is not obstructed due to the rally.
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Sikkim and Odisha are part of the 26-member The committee set up by the Union Government with 
committee. The glaring omission of officers from the purpose of making the minimum support price 
Punjab and Haryana is unacceptable. It calls for a (MSP) system ‘more effective and transparent’ has 
review to make the panel truly inclusive. The run into trouble at the outset, with questions being 
committee tasked with thrashing out issues raised about its composition. The Samyukta Kisan 
pertaining to the MSP regime, which is the backbone Morcha, an umbrella body of farmer unions that had 
of the government procurement system, can ill spearheaded the year-long agitation at Delhi’s 
afford to get mired in controversy even before it borders against the three Central farm laws, has 
becomes operational. Already, it has taken too long rejected the panel, claiming that its members include 
to be formed — eight months after the government some ‘so-called farmer leaders’ who had backed the 
promised to do so, while withdrawing the farm laws.now-repealed laws. Even though Punjab played a 

key role during the Green Revolution to make India The committee will also discuss measures to promote 

food-surplus and continues to be a major contributor natural farming, crop diversification and micro-

of foodgrains to the Central pool, the committee has irrigation schemes. Weaning farmers off the water-

no representative of the state government or its guzzling paddy and incentivising them to grow 

institutions. Punjab Agricultural University has been alternative crops with assured MSP can go a long 

given the go-by, even as the panel includes the top way in mitigating the groundwater crisis and making 
There is also no member from Haryana Agricultural 

brass of the National Institute of Agricultural Extension farming sustainable. All these ways can be recommended 
University despite the state being an important 

Management (Hyderabad), Sher-e-Kashmir University of and explored in due course; the immediate priority for the 
stakeholder in the farm sector.

Agricultural Sciences and Technology (Jammu) and Centre should be to do course correction on the panel’s 
Senior bureaucrats from Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 

Jawaharlal Nehru Agricultural University (Jabalpur). make-up.

Building resilience to 
destructive cloudbursts Streamline rules to attract foreign investors

Fate of human rights in India

friend gave me a more elliptical answer. She testimony in its own right. It tells you Last fortnight was a sad one for me. My two friends, Teesta 
said we have to make rights part of myth and about the traditions across generations Setalvad and ex-DGP Sreekumar, were arrested. The 
folklore, not just want the media to spout a of treating human rights with a sadness was deepened by the reactions that followed. 
particular story. Human rights need to go different texture of respect.There is a Teesta and Sreekumar are not mere knee-jerk activists. 
back to the oral tradition. Rights cannot be third aspect we must consider. Eminent They have a vision of the world. For Teesta, the 
constructed in the neighbourhood of text, scientist CV Seshadri would often tell Constitution is a playground of new freedoms. For 
contract, law. Orality has to become me that whether it is science or rights, Sreekumar, Sanskrit is a way of looking at the world, 
dynamic again. One needs a ‘Hari Katha’ of we have to read it at three life-giving where an ethical reality comes alive with each sloka. 
human rights where speech takes the story of levels. First was storytelling, and he They are both professional people with a deep sense of 
human rights struggles to every village. added, the storyteller and the story dignity in their concern for India.The silence around the 
Teesta has to be a part of memory, not record. often disappear in the first phase of the arrests, beyond the protest of the few standard groups, 

tragedy. The activist then becomes the was worrying. They are citizens acting as concerned She made the above point as an anthropologist. 
storyteller, as in the Narmada struggle. individuals, struggling for 20 years to find and state the She said the court and the CBI acted as 
Imagine a graphic novel on Medha’s truth of a society. There is little sense of an ego trip as custodians of the textual domain, playing 
struggle.they struggle with the bureaucracy. Like Stan Swamy, guardian of minutes of the meeting, 

Teesta and Sreekumar are activists who have fought for procedures, records. It displayed a clinical The second phase he called discourse, the 
life-giving rights. Yet, the court and State read them as correctness which is not truth. Sanitising framework of culture, through the 
amateur busy-bodies, seeking to forge events and documents does not lead to the truth. It is not concept around which law as thought is 
fostering conspiracies. I was wondering why ordinary an assembly line of certifications. One has to built. This needs metaphysics, a study 
citizens did not react to the obscenity of the situation. battle hard to tell the truth. It is time human of the ‘tacit Constitutions’, the unstated 
Was it fear, indifference, tiredness?I am not talking of rights reclaim the storyteller and recite these unconscious around ideas. One has to 
political parties responding, just ordinary citizens out of stories from Stan Swamy to Sreekumar. look at violence, justice and ways of 
a sense of decency and concern. I think the great victory Memory, the cultural memory of rights being. Rights have to be located 
of the Modi regime is in the way it has demonised human battles, has to become a significant part of between property and commons. An other forms of communication, especially as media, add 
rights activists. People who are exemplars of this society such efforts. Memory has a different flavour, even exegesis of rights as a metaphysic becomes critical.to the obscenity of the regime. An informal economy of 
are treated like dirt. In a freer India, universities would authenticity from record when the State becomes a Finally, there is the paradigm of law, the case as is truth was kept alive as memory by the civil society. Our 
have had discussions, requested the government to stop custodian of the latter. I remember schools would have unfolding. One has to ask what the role of law and civil society has been dormant for too long, allowing 
such harassment. The general silence that followed was moral science classes where such anecdotes would be lawyers is. How do they react, read the text? Do national parties to take over, or worse, letting them be the 
the great victory of the regime. told. We have to return to that pedagogy of rights. One law schools greet such a verdict in silence, or is the simulacrum of our civil society. I remember Sreekumar 

has to capture rights as a pilgrimage, a search for truth Is it a sign of things to come? What do the ordinary citizen argumentative India a part of the law? One has to read the would be invited by literary groups in Kerala to tell his 
beyond State certainties. The nature of the quest is and the argumentative Indian do when dissent, instead of Teesta episodes through all three gradients. From a story. They would cross-examine afterwards. It is that 
different. In telling the story this way, one is honouring being a part of the fabric of culture, is defined as particular case it becomes a lens, a kaleidoscope for sense of openness and debate we need to recreate. A civil 
all the Teestas and Sreekumars of the world.unpatriotic and anti-national? Like the ‘Urban Naxal’, reading the fate of rights in India. One hopes between society must learn to protect its exemplars as living 

Teesta and Sreekumar are seen as a threat to democracy India is moving from majoritarianism to authoritarianism. pedagogy and the new civil rights politics, a different testimonies to a visionary right, not just the details of the 
and the law.How does one look at freedom and dissent Its indifference to margins, informal economics, stand is taken, and the Stan Swamys, the Sreekumars feel case. The human rights records of the Setalvad family 
and its relationship to citizenship at this moment? A minorities is increasing. Authoritarian socialities and that their vision of life is not lost on the new generation.from Independence to now are worth looking at as a 

Row over MSP panel

Over the ages, cloudbursts have been playing a 
natural role in creating valleys, streams and 
nullahs. These have become lethal amid the 
anthropogenic invasion and human interference 
with nature. Climate change has been found to be 
the main causative factor for the increase in the 
frequency and intensity of cloudbursts. 
Cloudbursts are more common in the hills, but 
occur in the plains as well. The Kedarnath 
cloudburst of 2013 caused more than 5,000 deaths 
and loss of property worth crores of rupees. The 
recent cloudburst near the Amarnath cave shrine 
took a heavy toll on lives, land and properties. The 
Mumbai cloudburst of July 2005 brought the city 
to a halt; hundreds of people lost their lives and 
infrastructure suffered damage.

According to the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD), when rainfall greater than 10 cm occurs in 
a small area in an hour, it is categorised as a 
c loudburs t .  However,  fo r  c loudburs t  
management, mitigation and risk reduction, even 
rainfall of lesser intensity but no less catastrophic 
can be considered to be a cloudburst.In view of the 
alarming proportions acquired by cloudbursts, 
their strategic management is required to be put in 
place. The emphasis till date has been on post-
disaster response, rescue, evacuation and relief 
rather than following the disaster management 
continuum (preparedness, response, recovery and 
mitigation) that lays more emphasis on pre-
disaster early warning, mitigation and risk 
reduction of disaster events. Post-disaster 
assessment studies have shown that such a pre-
disaster methodology is safe, economically 
feasible and advantageous. Hotspots of 
cloudbursts have to be identified, risk mapping 
done and management initiated from these places.

Real-time early warning of cloudbursts has still not 
been developed. Doppler radars that can predict 
sudden changes in the weather about three to six 
hours in advance can assist in early warning for 
cloudbursts. These have been fixed in the western 
and eastern Himalayas and in the plains as well — 
numbering 33 at present — with their presence 
continuously increased to be used in a multi-
hazard early warning system related to heavy 
rainfall and snow. These are being upgraded by 
the Union Ministry of Earth Sciences, with the 
number targeted to be raised to 90, to forecast 
cloudbursts and heavy rainfall events at least two 
days in advance, which would assist in evacuating 
people beforehand.Ensuring preparatory 
measures before the rainy season assists in 
minimising loss of human and animal lives and 
has to be made a practice for a good beginning 
every year. This makes half of the task of 
cloudburst risk reduction well acomplished.

Initiating mitigation measures such as shifting 
people from the valleys to hills, raising 
infrastructure, houses and businesses above the 
floodplains quite away from rivers and streams 
and better management of rainwater and 
floodwater prevent and minimise disaster-
induced losses. Watershed management that 
stabilises the hill landscape and ensures better 
tackling of resultant landslides, flash floods, 
mudflows and land-caving needs to be adopted. 
These measures should be strategically 
implemented first in the hotspots.Similarly, 
ensuring smooth flow and drainage of rainwater 
in the plains would prevent human, animal and 
infrastructural losses after cloudbursts and heavy 
rain.The capacity and capability of the human 
resources of panchayati raj bodies, disaster 
management authorities, NGOs and communities 
involved in flash flood and cloudburst 
management need to be continuously improved 
and strengthened. The menace of infectious 
diseases surfacing after heavy rains and 
cloudbursts has to be tackled too.If cloudbursts 
cause losses even after pre-disaster preparations, 
response and rescue operations have to be 
conducted. The National Disaster Response 
Force, the state disaster response forces and the 
armed forces in India are considered among the 
best globally in tackling any disaster, including 
cloudbursts. 

An improvement in the investment climate and an upturn in 
the ease-of-doing business ranking have been the stated 
achievements of the present government. But there is no 
getting away from the fact that some foreign companies 
are making a quiet exit from this country. The reasons 
cited are varied, but it is apparent that the intrusion of the 
government in business and the disputes over many issues 
have prompted quite a few of these departures.

An article published recently on American political website 
The Hill claims the US must be worried by the spate of 
foreign companies leaving Indian shores, given its interest 
in building up this country as a counterpoint to China. The 
premise may not be entirely correct as innumerable 
foreign companies are not only remaining in India but also 
thriving here. And whether the US administration is 
concerned over the departures has not been voiced 
explicitly on any forum.Yet, the article does turn the 
spotlight on the phenomenon of recurrent spats with 
foreign concerns as well as excess regulations and red tape 
despite avowed efforts to improve the ease-of-doing 
business. And some of these have caused multinationals to 
leave the country owing to their intractable nature.

The overall climate for investment does not appear to be 
improving with the new atmanirbhar or protectionist 
approach that has led to higher import tariffs. This, not easy to set up a business or operate it efficiently The shift of auto giants like Ford and General Motors, too, 
coupled with fast-changing regulations that are difficult to without getting into a regulatory logjam.has much to do with flawed sales and marketing strategies 
navigate, is a big hurdle for new entrants to the country. in a price-sensitive market. Suzuki and Hyundai are No doubt, efforts are being made to digitise processes but 
No wonder, the preferred investment destinations for thriving in the same competitive environment, but others the actual implementation is not up to the mark. A simple 
companies seeking to exit China in recent times have been could not replicate their success and adapt to the needs of thing, for instance, like making tax returns online will not 
Vietnam, Thailand, Taiwan and Indonesia, rather than an emerging economy’s market needs. work if the system is simply inoperative when businesses 
India.Among the companies that have left India in recent try to log in. The net result is that physical interaction with There remain many others, however, who have been 
times are Cairn Energy, Holcim, Docomo, Lafarge, officials becomes inevitable.stymied by the regulatory tangles created by a 
Carrefour and several automobile companies like Ford, bureaucracy reluctant to shed its powers despite new Foreign direct investment inflows which have been buoyant 
General Motors, Man Trucks and Harley Davidson. Some policies aimed at making life easier for the investors and in recent years seem to be stagnating now. It could be in 
banks like Barclays and the Royal Bank of Scotland have entrepreneurs. The case of Pernod Ricard was highlighted response to the failure to implement reforms effectively. 
also reduced the scale of their operations here and moved recently as media reports said that it was grappling with a Fiscal 2021-22 witnessed inflows of $58.77 billion, 
towards wholesale rather than retail banking. three-decade long tax dispute that may have hindered slightly lower than the $59.64 billion in the previous year. 

An indication of the extent of departures was given by the fresh investments. Cairn Energy has also often been cited This could be attributed to the pandemic but for the fact 
data presented by Commerce and Industry Minister in this context as it had to deal with the contentious levy of that the country is now seeing an economic recovery even 
Piyush Goyal to Parliament last year. He said as many as retrospective taxes. The subsequent battle is well known, if it is fragile and uneven.The solutions to attract more 
2,783 foreign companies had shut operations here since but the ultimate resolution came only after the foreign investors and prevent the exodus of existing 
2014, leaving behind 12,458 active foreign subsidiaries in government decided to drop the retrospective tax law. players are ultimately simple ones. And they are well 
the country. known even to the policy-makers. The first is to cut back The decision to abandon the misconceived legislation took 

At the same time, it must be conceded that all the exits were on regulations that are not absolutely essential. The many years to be taken and was symptomatic of the long 
not due to government policies or the difficult regulatory second is to avoid human interface and resort to online delays usually taken in resolving most government-
framework. Several entities have moved out in line with processes as far as possible. The third is to have stability in corporate disputes.Other irritants include business laws 
their own global strategies. For instance, Switzerland- the policy regime without too many rapid changes, plagued with outdated imprisonment clauses. A report by 
based major Holcim decided to reduce exposure in the especially those that can alter the viability of projects. And the Observer Research Foundation says that there are 
carbon-intensive cement sector globally and increase finally, maintain tariff levels at a consistent level.26,134 imprisonment clauses in the country's corporate 
environmental, social and governance credentials (ESG). laws. In this backdrop, it is clear that India may have Protectionist attitudes need to be avoided as far as possible, 
Similarly, Citibank moved away from retail banking all jumped in the global ease of doing business rankings from otherwise it will become difficult for this country to 
over the world, not just in India. the 142nd spot in 2014 to the 63rd currently but it is still become a part of the global supply chains.

Punjab must be given due representation

The overall climate for investment does not appear to be improving with the new atmanirbhar or protectionist approach that has led to higher import tariffs. This, 
coupled with the fast-changing regulations that are difficult to navigate, is a big hurdle for new entrants to the country. No wonder, the preferred investment 

destinations for companies seeking to exit China in recent times have been Vietnam, Thailand, Taiwan and Indonesia, rather than India.

Dormant for too long, civil society must learn to protect its exemplars
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Mukta Barve Enjoys 
Fritters and Tea During 

Monsoon; Here's The Proof

ukta Barve is one of the most talented 
actresses in the Marathi entertainment 
industry. The 41-year-old has won many M

hearts with her acting chops and bubbly personality. 
The gorgeous actress has cultivated a huge fan base 
with her superlative performances in films like Jogwa 
and Mumbai Pune Mumbai 3.

Mukta is a true fashionista and is known for making 
heads turn with her stunning looks. Recently, Mukta’s 
friend Shashank Sane shared a delightful post on 
Instagram. In the post, Mukta can be seen relishing 
fritters and tea. Most people enjoy having tea and 
fritters during the rainy season. It seems that even 
Mukta likes to gorge on some crisp fritters and sip a 
hot cup of tea during monsoon.

The Instagram post featuring Mukta has created 
tremendous chatter on social media and has gone viral 
on Instagram. The post has been flooded with 
comments from Mukta’s fans. Several fans have 
dropped heart emojis in the comment box and have 
confessed their love for the charming actress. Mukta 
knows how to amp up the oomph factor with her 
fashion game and leave her fans star-struck. The 
actress has an impressive presence on social media 
and often posts gorgeous pictures on Instagram.

Mukta Barve has come a long way in her career. She 
started as a theatre artist with the stage drama Ghar 
Tighancha Hava. Mukta made her feature film debut 
with Chakwa in 2004. The actress later went on to 
work in films like Blind Game, Saas Bahu Aur 
Sensex, Double Seat, Smile Please and YZ. Mukta has 
also appeared in many television series including 
Aabhalmaya, Shriyut Gangadhar Tipre and Bandhan. 
Her notable theatrical works include Chappa Kata and 
Rang Nava.

Rashmika Mandanna 
To Star Alongside 

Vikram in Chiyaan 61?

ashmika Mandanna is one of the most talented 
actresses of her generation. The gorgeous diva 
has won many hearts with her acting chops and R

charming personality. The 26-year-old has cultivated 
a huge fan base with her superlative performances in 
movies like Bheeshma and Kirik Party.

Recently, actor Chiyaan Vikram announced his next 
film with filmmaker Pa Ranjith. Reportedly, the 
shooting of the film titled Chiyaan 61 will take place 
in the coming days. If reports are to be believed, the 
makers of Chiyaan 61 are looking forward to casting 
Rashmika alongside Vikram.

Rashmika is in consideration for the role as the makers 
are eyeing a fresh pair for their film. Rashmika has 
reportedly signalled her interest for the role, and 
things will be made official once she signs the dotted 
lines.Chiyaan 61 is touted to be an action drama and 
Vikram will be sporting a rustic look in the film. Arya 
and Sivakumar are also expected to play pivotal roles 
in the film as they were spotted in the film’s muhurat 
puja. GV Prakash Kumar will compose the music of 
the film.In addition to Chiyaan 61, Vikram is all set to 
star in Ajay Gnanamuthu’s Cobra. The Tamil film 
will also star Srinidhi Shetty and will hit the screens 
on August 11. 

The big-budget film features a huge cast which also 
includes former cricketer Irfan Pathan, Roshan 
Mathew, Sarjano Khalid, Padmapriya, Mohammed 
Ali Baig, Kaniha, Mirnalini Ravi, Meenakshi and KS 
Ravikumar. Cobra’s music is composed by maestro 
AR Rahman.On the other hand, Rashmika 
Mandanna also has several exciting projects in her 
kitty.

 The stunning actress will star in Thalapathy Vijay’s 
Varisu. She will feature in Dulquer Salmaan’s Sita 
Ramam next. Rashmika is also venturing into 
Bollywood with Sidharth Malhotra’s Mission 
Majnu.

amannaah Bhatia treated her fans and The movie aims to break stereotypes by showcasing 
followers with her first look from the much- a woman in the role of a security bouncer. The Tawaited film Babli Bouncer. It is for the first comedy-drama is set against the backdrop of North 

time that Tamannaah will be collaborating with India.
Madhur Bhandarkar for a film. The Himmatwala Earlier, Tamannaah had penned a heartfelt note as 
actress will serve her fans with a whole new avatar. she announced the film’s wrap-up. Tamannaah had 
A few hours ago, the actress shared the poster of mentioned that this film was a lifetime experience 
the film with the digital premiere date on her social for her and she will cherish it forever. She said the 
media handle. most special thing from her journey was that while 

Tamannaah penned the caption of the post, “Oye they were busy shooting, they were also creating 
bawale suna kya? Aa gaya hai Babli Bouncer ka and living a parallel real life which was filled with 
time! Dilon ko yeh jodegi, ya khub hadiyaan goodness, positivity and people who were 
todegi? Pata chalega jald hi! (Hey, have you heard? supportive.
Babli Bouncer is here! Will it connect hearts, or Babli Bouncer is backed by Star Studious and 
will it break a lot of bones? will know soon)." Junglee Pictures. It also features Saurabh Shukla, 

The multi-lingual film will have its digital premiere Abhishek Bajaj and Sahil Vaid in key roles. It is set 
on September 23, this year on Disney Plus Hotstar. to screen on digital platform in Hindi, Tamil and 
As soon as she shared the first look, her fans Telugu.
couldn’t keep calm and flooded the comments Meanwhile, Tamannah has Bole Chudiyan, Plan A 
section. One of her fans wrote, “Wow Tammy Plan B, Arunima Sharma’s web series Jee karda 
wow" waiting for Sept 23.” and the Telugu film Bhola Shankar in her kitty.

Unveils Her Intriguing First Looks As Babli 
Bouncer; Announces Film's Release Date

Alleges Being 'Harassed and 
Targeted', Says 'Not Going 

To Commit Suicide'
anushree Dutta has alleged that she is being ‘harassed and targeted’ 
by ‘Me Too culprits and Bollywood mafias’. Recently, the actress 
took to her Instagram account and penned a long note in which she T

alleged how ‘a maid was planted to douse her drinking water with 
medications & steroids’. She further mentioned that even though she 
‘barely escaped death’, ‘disgusting’ things are now happening outside her 
residence.

“I’m being harassed & targeted very badly. Please someone do something!! 
First it was my Bollywood work being sabotaged last one year, then a maid 
was planted to douse my drinking water with medications & steroids which 
caused all kinds of severe health problems, then when I escaped to Ujjain in 
May my vehicle brakes tampered twice & accident. I barely escaped death 
& returned Mumbai after 40 days to resume normal life & work. Now 
strange disgusting stuff in my building outside my flat," she wrote.

She further elaborated on the issues she has been facing and mentioned that 
she would fight against those who are trying to suppress her voice. Even 
though the actress did not confirm who is behind this alleged harassment, 
she wrote that it might be ‘bollywood mafias or me too culprits’. Without 
taking any name, Tanushree also accused a section of ‘Maharashtra 
political circuit’ responsible for leaving the film industry vulnerable and 
unsafe for artists and women.

“I’m not going to commit suicide for sure yeh kaan kholkar sun lo sab log!! 
Nor am I leaving & going anywhere. I’m here to stay & resurrect my public 
career to greater heights than ever before! The Bollywood Mafia, the old 
political circuit of Maharashtra ( which still has influence here) and 
nefarious anti - national criminal elements together usually operate like 
this to trouble people. I’m very sure the #metoo culprits & the NGO who I 
exposed are behind all this because why else would I be targeted & 
harassed like this?? Shame on you all! Shame on you!" the note added.

I will deepen my spiritual sadhana more despite all this & strengthen my 
spirit further. I also really want to focus on the new business/ work 
opportunities in getting and start fresh in life. No law and order in this city 
anymore! Used to be a safe haven always for artists & single women. Hey 
Krishna! Brother help me," Tanushree concluded.Her fans were quick to 
express concern and support in the comment section. One of her fans 
wrote, “We trust each and every word of yours because this actually 
happens. Conspiracies, planning and plotting, threatening. Some people 
think we make stories but only those who go through this would 
understand." Tanushree Dutta also responded to some of the comments.

Dutta 

Tamannaah Bhatia Tamannaah Bhatia 
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New Delhi and Boeing's narrow-body planes to report added.In a bid to infuse fresh talent 
renew its fleet."It [Air India] has to in Air India, Tata Group introduced the Tata Group executives also said that the 
become a modern airline and shed voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) on airline needed people with the right 
systems, processes and people from an attitude to compete with international June 1. An Economic Times report 
era where the mindset has been set and rivals.Under Air India's VRS rules, stated that around 4,500 employees 

people older than 40 and 20 years of cannot be changed. This is a digital era, have opted for retirement under the 
continuous employment can opt for and the airline has to be revamped in scheme. Additionally, 4,000 more 

terms of systems and people to be voluntary retirement. The company people will retire from the company in 
also gave an ex-gratia amount of Rs 1 consumer-focused," Mark Martin, the next two years.The report quoted 
lakh to those who opted for the VRS CEO of Martin Consulting, was the executives with knowledge of the 
between June 1 and July 31.Tata Group quoted as saying by ET.Air India has matter, saying that the airline is 
acquired Air India in January 2022. At been hiring people from Tata Group working on improving productivity 
that time, the company had around c o m p a n i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Ta t a  and revitalising 'archaic systems' with 
13,000 employees, and 8,000 were Consultancy Services (TCS) and Tata digital culture. Tata Group has also 
permanent staff. On July 1, Business Digital, to handle the call centres, repor tedly  launched a  major  
Standard reported that  1,600 website and customer experience. It is recruitment drive in metro cities to hire 
employees had opted for the VRS until also working on improving the new ta lent .Air  India  i s  a lso  
then.execution and customer service, the considering buying Airbus A350 jets 

NEWS BOX

India's economic recovery falters 
as high prices, falling rupee bite

4,500 Air India employees opted for 
voluntary retirement so far: Report

GDP, 45 per cent to manufacturing New Delhi The Centre’s policy think tank 
output, and 40 per cent to exports, while Niti Aayog on Wednesday released its 
creating employment for a significant report on digital banks, offering a 
section of the population.Furthermore, template and roadmap for licencing and 
with the launch of the Jan Dan-Aadhar-regulatory regimes. The report focuses on 
Mobile (JAM) trinity and Aadhaar, avoiding any regulatory or policy 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI), arbitrage and offers a level playing field to 
financial inclusion has become a reality incumbents as well as competitors.
for Indians, it said. To be sure, UPI-"Given the need for leveraging technology 
enabled digital transactions remained effectively to cater to the needs of banking 
above Rs 10 lakh crore in June for the in India, this report studies the prevailing 
second month in a row, data from NPCI gaps, the niches that remain underserved, 
showed recently.Moreover, a ‘whole-of-and the global regulatory best practices in 
India approach’ towards financial licencing digital banks," said NITI Aayog 
inclusion has also resulted in direct CEO Parameswaran Iyer while releasing 
benefit transfer through apps such as PM-the report titled ‘A proposal for Digital 
KISAN and extending microcredit Banks in India: Licensing and Regulatory 
facilities to street vendors through PM-Regime’.
SVANIDHI, the report said.What does the report recommend?

India's own version of 'open banking'prudential and technological risk Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, - Issuing a restricted digital bank licence (to 
management).The methodology for the Malaysia ,  Austral ia ,  and South The NITI Aayog report also pointed out that a specific applicant) (the licence would be 
licencing and regulatory template offered Korea.India's recent rise in furthering India has also taken steps towards restricted in terms of the volume/value of 
by the report is based on an equally financial inclusion operationalising its own version of ‘open customers serviced and the like).
weighted ‘digital bank regulatory index’. banking’ through the Account Aggregator The report stated that India's recent rise in - Inclusion (of the licensee) in a regulatory 
This comprises four factors: (i) entry (AA) regulatory framework enacted by furthering financial inclusion was sandbox framework enacted by the 
barriers; (ii) competition; (iii) business the Reserve Bank of India.catalysed by the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Reserve Bank of India.
restrictions; and (iv) technological Yojana and India Stack. However, credit "Once commercially deployed, the AA - The issuance of a "full-scale" digital bank 
neutrality. The elements of these four penetration remains a policy challenge, framework is envisaged to catalyse credit licence (contingent on satisfactory 
factors are then mapped against the five especially for the nation’s 63-million-odd deepening among groups that have been performance of the licensee in the 
benchmark jurisdictions of Singapore, MSMEs that contribute 30 per cent to hitherto under-served," it added.regulatory sandbox, including salient, 

NITI Aayog releases report on digital 
banks | All you need to know

New Delhi: services sector strengthened after a India’s economic activity 
wider reopening from the pandemic, showed early signs of cooling off in 
but elevated input costs risk roiling June as acute price pressures, rising 
sentiment and hurting demand. interest rates, and a falling rupee 
“Middle-to-high income households dampened sentiment after a strong 
are likely to prioritize spending on showing the previous month.Softer 
contact intensive services that were increases in factory orders dragged 
avoided during the pandemic, at the the manufacturing sector, pushing 
cost of consumer durables,” the needle on a dial measuring so-
according to ICRA Ltd. Chief called ‘Animal Spirits’ back to 5, 

amid monetary policy tightening by Economist Aditi Nayar.India’s trade from 6 earlier. The gauge, based on 
the Federal Reserve. A declining deficit widened to a record $26.2 eight high-frequency indicators 
currency may also prevent a faster billion in June as imports rose faster compiled by Bloomberg News, uses a 
pass-through of commodity slump, than exports, three-month weighted average to 
thereby delaying revival.Below are smooth out volatility. A move to left raising concerns about a further slide in 
details of the dashboard. (For an signifies a loss of momentum.Pent- the rupee and a bigger current 
alternative gauge of growth trends, up consumption had powered revival account deficit. Petroleum products, 
follow Bloomberg Economics’ in Asia’s third-largest economy, but coal, and gold primarily contributed 
monthly GDP tracker -- a weighted rising prices, due in part to the war in to the rise in inbound shipments, 
index of 11 indicators.)Business Ukraine and supply disruptions, while exports took a hit amid fears of 
ActivityPurchasing managers’ thwarted the nascent recovery. The a global recession.Besides the US 
surveys showed India’s services Reserve Bank of India raised rates by and Europe, the risk of recession is 
activity rising to the highest level in 90 basis points in two moves to rising in Asian economies too, as 
more than a decade. At the same time, temper price gains and is scheduled higher prices spur central banks to 
expansion in manufacturing slowed, to hold its next review from Aug. 2- accelerate the pace of interest rate 
pulling down the S&P Global India 4.India’s rupee fell past 80 to a dollar hikes, according to a Bloomberg 
Composite PMI Index a tad in as foreign investors pulled out money survey.
June.Demand in India’s dominant 

Next pain point for the rupee: $79 
billion of  unhedged offshore loans

New Delhi: broad dollar strength has seen the said.Cheaper FundingIndian companies are rushing 
to hedge their overseas dollar debt against currency’s losses accelerate and sent One alternative to hedging overseas 

it to a series of record lowsfurther declines in the rupee, a process borrowing is to switch away from 
that threatens to cascade into additional While companies are starting to boost dollar funding altogether and seek 
losses for the battered local currency. hedging  leve ls ,  the  cur ren t  cheaper domestic options.

proportion remains far below the The nation’s firms had $79 billion of ReNew Energy Global, one of India’s 
minimum 63% recommended for unhedged offshore loans at the end of leading green energy companies, 
periods of high foreign-exchange March, about 44% of their total overseas recently refinanced $525 million of 
volatility, according to a central-bank borrowings, according to the latest data its dollar-denominated bonds with 
study.The rupee slid to a fresh all-from the Reserve Bank of India. The cost longer-term funding in rupees.“The 
time low of 80.0638 per dollar on of repaying that has been soaring as the company’s broader policy is to 
Thursday, and has lost 2.4% over the rupee has tumbled more than 7% this hedge the forex exposure as and 
past  month,  the  third-worst  year.“We have seen increased activity when the need arises to protect the 
performing Asian currency over the among corporates to hedge their dollar c u r r e n c y  a n d  i n t e r e s t - r a t e  
period. Global funds have offloaded exposure ever since USD/INR broke movement risk,” ReNew Power 
$29.5 billion of Indian shares this above 79,” said Parul Mittal Sinha, head chief financial officer Kedar 
year, on course for a record annual of India financial markets at Standard Upadhye said in an interview last 
outflow, according to data compiled Chartered Plc in Mumbai. “The week.JSW Steel Ltd., which issued Samiran Chakraborty and Baqar Zaidi 
by Bloomberg data starting in 1999.The proportion that is dollar hedged is dollar bonds last year, also said it intends wrote in a research note this month. “That 
increased demand for hedging by Indian expected to increase in the current risk- to focus more on the domestic market for said, the increasingly aggressive US Fed 
companies is evident in the rise of dollar-off environment, increasing dollar funds this year.“Indian interest rates are tightening could raise the cost of external 
rupee forward premiums, and the process demand.”The proportion of unhedged much better compared to what we have to financing and along with a squeeze in 
is set to become a key source of foreign loans has built up as companies pay if we have to raise money in global liquidity could pose some 
depreciation pressure on the rupee, were lulled into complacency about their international markets,” said Seshagiri challenges to the large refinancing of 
according to Citigroup Inc.dollar exposure by RBI’s intervention, Rao, joint managing director at the external debt due this year.”

which ensured the rupee was less volatile “Holders of external debt are likely to company in Mumbai. “We did some 
Citibank has lowered its 12-month forecast 

than its emerging-market peers. In recent refinance their debt or repay from forex overseas borrowings last year, and this 
for the rupee to 81 per dollar from an 

months however, stock outflows and revenue sources,” Citi economists year we will focus on domestic market.”
earlier prediction of 79, the economists 

New Delhi  Gold is heading into the second half of the 
year under increasing pressure, with the dollar more 
than ever the dominant driver.The precious metal has 
already seen a lot of volatility in 2022, rallying to a near 
record in March after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
only to lose more than 15 per cent as the Federal 
Reserve tightened monetary policy and the US 
currency soared on the back of rising interest rates, 
haven demand and recession fears.

One gauge of the greenback hit an all-time high on July 
14, and bullion priced in dollars fell to its weakest 
intraday level in more than 15 months on Thursday, 
with the inverse correlation between the two assets 
around the strongest level since September. While real 
rates can be a strong driver of gold at times, that’s not 
the case now, said John LaForge, head of real asset 
strategy at the Wells Fargo Investment Institute.

“It’s all the US dollar,” said LaForge. “As for recession, I 
think gold gets bid some, but nothing substantial. Gold 
appears to be in a bit of a holding pattern between 
$1,650-$1,850. Which way it breaks from here, I 
believe, will be US dollar-led.” Spot gold fell as much 
as 0.4 per cent to $1,690.16 an ounce on Thursday.UBS 
Group AG’s wealth management unit has cut its gold 
forecasts to $1,600 at end-September and end-year 
from $1,800 and $1,700.Citigroup Inc. also flagged a 
potential drop to around $1,600 at some point in 
2022.Gold has lost more than $100 in July alone as 
traders increased bets on a full percentage-point 
increase in US rates after the consumer price index in 
June came in with a scorching 9.1 per cent annual gain. 
That’s been dialed back as policy makers expressed 
reluctance about such a big move.

The Fed is now expected to hike by 75 basis points for a 
second straight month when it meets later in July. The 
rest of the tightening cycle will depend on prevailing 
economic data and any evidence that prices are 
stabilizing.“Dollar strength is likely to continue,” said 
Kristina Hooper, chief global market strategist at 
Invesco. “The Fed’s relative hawkishness versus other 
major central banks should help support the dollar.” 
But there may “be bouts of popularity” for the precious 
metal if geopolitical tensions increase or inflation 
doesn’t peak soon, she said.

Both Citigroup and UBS see prices reaching a trough this 
year before rallying in 2023. A drop to the $1,600 level 
is likely to be short-lived and attractive for investors, 
Citigroup analysts including Aakash Doshi said in a 
July 12 note.

Others remain confident in the metal’s role in a portfolio 
for diversification benefits. “Gold has done better than 
US cash holdings in real terms during this period of 
volatility, and even better in other currencies.” said Evy 
Hambro, global head of thematic and sector-based 
investing at BlackRock Inc.

Gold to face headwinds in H2 
2022 as dollar continues to 
dominate

Netflix faces tough road 
ahead despite low second-

quarter subscriber loss
New Delhi:  Netflix Inc. may have calmed 

investors’ worst fears with a second-quarter 
subscriber loss that was better than expected, but 
a closer look at the streaming giant’s results 
indicate it still faces significant hurdles.Wall 
Street cheered Tuesday’s subscriber numbers, 
which were only half as bad as the company 
forecast. Netflix also projected a return to 
subscriber growth in the current quarter. The 
shares rose 7.4 per cent on Wednesday and the 
positive sentiment lifted other media stocks, 
including Walt Disney Co and Paramount Global.

 But Netflix still lost 970,000 subscribers globally 
in the quarter and is seeing increased competition 
from rivals. To generate more revenue, it’s 
cracking down on password sharing and 
launching a new lower-priced tier featuring 
advertising, moves that are departures from how 
it operated in the past.not good,” market 
commentator Adam Crisafulli wrote in a post on 
his site Vital Knowledge.

Netflix has shed subscribers in the US and Canada, 
and is also shrinking in Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa, its two largest regions. It’s seen 
subscriber growth in Asia, but that’s not without 
price decreases in India. The company’s forecast 
for 1 million new subscribers in the current 
quarter is below analysts’ projections. And that 
forecast may be “overly optimistic, given an 
uncertain economic backdrop,” according to the 
research firm Third Bridge.The competition is 
certainly not letting up. HBO Max has an August 
release date for “House of the Dragon,” a prequel 
to one of its top-performing shows “Game of 
Thrones.” Amazon Prime’s new series “The Lord 
of the Rings: The Rings of Power,” debuts in 
September. The fourth season of Netflix’s hit 
series “Stranger Things” offered renewed interest 
in the service, but analysts are still unsure whether 
the company can continue to splurge on new 
shows the way it has in the past.“As Netflix pivots 
into a new era of slowing top-line growth, the 
company will now need to slow down content 
spend in an intensely competitive market with 
deep-pocketed entrants,” MoffettNathanson 
senior analyst Michael Nathanson said in a 
research note.Netflix said the roll-out of its ad-
supported tier would likely come in early 2023. 
Some analysts question the strategy. Pivotal 
Research Group said the new option may not 
increase subscriber growth in core markets and 
could even push down the company’s average 
revenue per user.

New Delhi With recession fears mounting—and 
inflation, the war in Ukraine and the lingering 
pandemic taking a toll—many tech companies are 
rethinking their staffing needs, with some of them 
instituting hiring freezes, rescinding offers and even 
starting layoffs.

Microsoft Corp., Google and Lyft Inc. are some of the 
latest companies to pull back. Microsoft said 
Wednesday it was eliminating many job openings. 
Google is pausing hiring for the next two weeks, while 
Lyft is shutting down a division and trimming jobs.

Here’s a look at the dozens of companies that are tapping 
the brakes.Alphabet Inc., Google’s parent company, 
has been decelerating its recruiting efforts. Chief 
Executive Officer Sundar Pichai told employees this 
month that—although the business added 10,000 
Googlers in the second quarter—it will be slowing the 
pace of hiring for the rest of the year and prioritizing 
engineering and technical talent. “Like all companies, 
we’re not immune to economic headwinds,” he said. 
The hiring pause announced Wednesday is part of that 
slowdown, Google said, “to enable teams to prioritize 

their roles and hiring plans for the rest of the year.” It 
had nearly 164,000 employees at the end of March.

Amazon.com Inc. said in April that it was overstaffed 
after ramping up during the pandemic and needed to 
cut back. “As the variant subsided in the second half of 
the quarter and employees returned from leave, we 
quickly transitioned from being understaffed to being 
overstaffed, resulting in lower productivity,” Chief 
Financial Officer Brian Olsavsky said. Amazon is 
subleasing some warehouse space and has paused 
development of facilities meant for office workers, 
saying it needs more time to figure out how much 
space employees will require for hybrid work. The 
company had 1.6 million workers as of March, making 
it the biggest employer in the tech world.n online used 
car retailer, laid off 2,500 people in May, about 12 per 
cent of its workforce. In an unusual move, the 
executive team will forego salaries for the rest of the 
year to pay severance to those who were let go, 
according to a filing with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. The company had more than 21,000 full-
time and part-time employees at the end of last year. a 
cryptocurrency exchange, told employees it was 
cutting 18 per cent of staff in June to prepare for an 
economic downturn. It also rescinded job offers. “We 
appear to be entering a recession after a 10+ year 
economic boom,” CEO Brian Armstrong said in a blog 
post. “While it’s hard to predict the economy or the 
markets, we always plan for the worst so we can 
operate the business through any environment,” he 
said. The company ended the quarter with about 5,000 
employees.a real estate brokerage platform, is 
eliminating 450 positions, about 10 per cent of its staff, 
according to a filing last month. 

Microsoft, Google among 
tech giants to pause hiring 
amid fear of  recession
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after being dropped from the team 
due to his fitness, adding that the 
player adds more balance to the 
Indian team. Since April, Pandya 
has won the Indian Premier League 
as a captain, has performed well 
against South Africa and England 
and has even captained the Indian 
team in Ireland."He is a great fielder 
and a great fast bowler, a great 
addition to the pace battery. In the 
latter overs where a lot of bowlers 
struggle, he performs and he 
managed to outshine the rest of the Pandya rose to the occasion in the third ODI 

bowlers.game, the decider in Manchester, when India 
"India is huge and becoming a star of such a were put under the pump in the absence of 

New Delhi Former Pakistan pacer Shoaib big country is a great responsibility. I am Jasprit Bumrah.\
Akhtar welcomed the return of Hardik sure he will understand his responsibility "He completes the team's balance. He got a 
Pandya as an all-rounder in the international and will focus on his game. He will get all good jolt, staying out of the team for about 
arena while urging the India star to remain kinds of fame, money and respect so just stay two years because of his fitness. He was 
focused on his game. Shoaib reckons that focused Hardik Pandya," Akhtar added.“He casual about his life and is now better. He 
Hardik has the ability to become one of the is obviously a great batter. He has got so looks more focused and seems to be 
best all-rounders in the world.Hardik many compact shots and he plays deliveries enjoying his life on the field. Don't enjoy too 
Pandya was awarded the player of the series late. So I am sure that he will become one of much off the field because he is a very rare 
after his tremendous contributions with both the best all-rounders in the world. Just stay talent," Akhtar said on his YouTube channel.
bat and ball in India's win over England. focussed,” Akhtar further said.

Akhtar feels Hardik has reinvented himself 

'New Delhi Melbourne Renegades will be 
the first franchise to pick overseas 
players in the Big Bash League's (BBL) 
inaugural draft after being drawn first in 
the lottery, while Hobart Hurricanes will 
be the last to go in the opening round.The 
order of the inaugural draft, which will be 
held on August 28, was finalised based on 
two weighted lotteries that took place on 
July 20 in the presence of authorised Club 
officials, the BBL Draft Committee, CA 
security and integrity and an independent 
scrutineer to determine the order of 
selections.After missing the last BBL 

round.With a little over five weeks until the 
finals, Melbourne Stars (one entry), 

inaugural Draft for overseas players, we are 3. Brisbane Heat
Brisbane Heat (two entries) and Melbourne 

delighted to have locked in key details 4. Sydney SixersRenegades (three entries) were placed in the 
regarding the order of selections, date and 5. Adelaide Strikersfirst lottery. The remaining clubs, all of 
broadcast details today. The determination 6. Perth Scorcherswhich played finals last season, were 
of the order of selections is also a significant 7. Sydney Thunderentered in the second lottery.The order of 
development, providing certainty to key 

8. Hobart Hurricanesselections for the upcoming BBL Draft was 
Club staff including list managers and 

The BBL draft will include four rounds, with ratified following the weighted lotteries and 
coaches as they refine their Draft 

clubs picking a minimum of two and a will be as follows:
strategies," Alistair Dobson, Cricket 

maximum of three players in total. The 1. Melbourne Renegades Australia’s General Manager of BBL, said 
franchises must pass in at least one 2. Melbourne Stars in a statement.

Melbourne Renegades get first pick in Big Bash League's 
inaugural overseas player draft after drawn in lottery The Indian team resorted to indoor nets on 

Wednesday after rain washed out the 
scheduled practice session in Trinidad 
ahead of the first ODI against West 
Indies. "Gearing up for ODI No.1 
against the West Indies. Here's 
@ShubmanGill giving a lowdown on 
#TeamIndia's first net session in 
Trinidad," BCCI posted a video of the 
indoor net session.Shikhar Dhawan will 
lead Team India in the three-match ODI 
series in West Indies which starts on 
Friday (July 22). He has been named 
captain as regular skipper Rohit 
Sharma, alongside Virat Kohli, Rishabh 
Pant, Hardik Pandya, and Jasprit 
Bumrah have been rested for the 50-
over series.

With so many big names absent for India, 

the likes of batsmen Ishan Kishan, 
Shubman Gill and Suryakumar Yadav, 
together with all-rounder Deepak 
Hooda are expected to come to the fore. 
With another T20 World Cup campaign 
mere months away in Australia 
followed by India's hosting of the next 
50-over World Cup in 2023, incentives 
to deliver are aplenty.\All three matches 
of the series will be played at the 
Queen's Park Oval in Port of Spain. The 
three matches will be played between 
July 22 to 27 at the Queen's Park Oval, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. After the three-
match ODI series, India and West Indies 
will play five T20Is between July 29 
and August 7. Rohit, Pant and Pandya 
will return to the Indian side for the 
shortest format series, while Kohli, 
Bumrah and Shami will miss the T20Is 
as well. Shikhar Dhawan (captain), 
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shubman Gill, 
Deepak Hooda, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Shreyas Iyer, Ishan Kishan (wk), Sanju 
Samson (wk), Ravindra Jadeja (vice-
captain), Shardul Thakur, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Avesh Khan, 
Prasidh Krishna, Mohammed Siraj, 
Arshdeep Singh.

'New Delhi The seven-time Grand Slam at Wimbledon."I'm so excited to be back 
champion and former world number playing the National Bank Open 
one Venus Williams will make her presented by Rogers, said Williams in a 
comeback in singles event after nearly a statement. "I love the city, the 
year at the Canadian Open, which will tournament, and I look forward to being 
take place from August 6 to 15. back in Toronto."Venus will join her 

sister Serena Williams in Toronto. Williams received a wild card into the 
Serena entered the tournament using her main draw at Toronto. The 42-year-old's 
protected ranking in the field, along last singles outing was at the Chicago 
with Bianca Andreescu, who has also Open in August last year, when she 
received a wild card. The Top 10 slate crashed out in the first round. Williams's 
will be led by the world number one Iga last victory in singles event was in the 
Swiatek."We are thrilled to have both first round of the 2021 Wimbledon.
Venus and Serena playing the National The American returned to action in the 
Bank Open presented by Rogers this mixed doubles at the Championships 
year," said Karl Hale, Toronto earlier this month, when she partnered 
Tournament Director, in a statement.Jamie Murray to reach the second round 

Cristiano Ronaldo's future, which has 
become the subject of intense 
speculation in recent weeks.

Ronaldo, 37, has reportedly told the club 
he wants to leave to play Champions 
League football, and did not join the 
squad for the pre-season tour starting 
in Thailand, citing family issues. "I 
don't know what Cristiano said to the 
club, to the manager, but we have to 
respect his space," Fernandes 
said."Cristiano was our top scorer last 
season; he added goals. But it's not on 
me; it's the club that has to make the 
choices and Cristiano makes his own. I 
don't know what's going on in his head 
if he wants to leave."United, who 
finished sixth in the Premier League 
last season, open the new league 
campaign at home to Brighton & Hove 
Albion on August 7.Last season we Manchester United this summer with a list be late for the meetings. Don't be late for the 

forgot a long time ago,” said Fernandes. “It of new rules for players which included meals. That's really important because if 
is what it is, it was not the best season for us, punishments for being late and a mobile everyone is on time and someone comes 
we know that, this club demands more from phone ban during mealtimes. late, he should be punished.
us, but it's always about the next game. In "We missed that for a while and discipline is "That's really good that he's doing that (fining Manchester chester United midfielder Bruno 
football there's no past, everyone forgets so important," Fernandes told reporters on players for being late) and amazing, because Fernandes has welcomed Erik ten Hag's 
quickly what you have done in the past, so Wednesday. "Discipline is not only the way I like to be on time, so I won't have problems strict regime at the club, saying the Premier 
we know the future is what we have to do you play, the position that you have, what with that," Fernandes added that he was not League club had lacked discipline prior to 
better.you have to do; it's also off the pitch. "Don't sure of his United and Portugal teammate the Dutchman's arrival. Ten Hag arrived at 

7-time Grand Slam champion Venus Williams to make 
singles comeback in Toronto after nearly a year

Hardik Pandya will become 
one of the best all-rounders: 
Shoaib Akhtar
Pandya has proved his fitness 
as an all-rounder with stellar 
performances
Akhtar feels Hardik has 
reinvented himself after being 
dropped from the team

Bruno Fernandes embraces Erik ten Hag's strict 
rules policy as Manchester United manager

Hardik Pandya will become one of the best all-rounders: 
Shoaib Akhtar urges India star to stay focused

'New Delhi Liverpool forward Mohamed 
Salah has been named in the three-man 
shortlist for the 2022 African Men's Player of 
the Year award. Former Red forward Sadio 
Mane and Chelsea goalkeeper Edouard 
Mendy complete the list for the trophy.

The 2022 African Player of the Year award will 
be announced on Thursday (July 21).

Salah helped inspire Egypt to the final of the 
Africa Cup of Nations in February. The 30-
year-old made 51 appearances for Liverpool 
last season, scoring 31 goals while providing 
16 assists.The Egyptian was named the 
Professional Footballers' Association Men's 
Players' Player of the Year and Football 
Writers' Association Footballer of the Year 
and won the Premier League's Golden Boot 
and Playmaker of the Season accolades.

Salah, who joined Liverpool in 2017, earlier 
this month signed a new long-term contract 
with the Reds. He was one of the key 
members of Liverpool's run last season, 
winning the FA and Carabao Cups and 
reaching the Champions League final. 
Liverpool missed out on the 2021-22 
Premier League glory after falling one point 
short to the eventual champions Manchester 
City.Sadio Mane, who has signed a three-
year contract with Bayern Munich, had 
scripted history last month when he became 
his national team Senegal's all-time top 
scorer. He achieved the feat during an Africa 
Cup of Nations qualification match against 
Benin, when he netted all the goals in 
Senegal's 3-1 victory.Mane's national 
teammate and Chelsea goalkeeper Edouard 
Mendy made 34 appearances for the 
London-based club. During Senegal's 
victory over Egypt in the 2022 Africa Cup of 
National final, Mendy proved instrumental 
as Senegal came out on top in a penalty 
shootout.

Liverpool's Mohamed Salah 
named in 3-man shortlist for 
2022 African Men's Player of 
the Year award

'New Delhi Former Australia captain Ricky 
Ponting reckons that the Indian team 
management should pick Rishabh Pant and 
Dinesh Karthik ahead of Ishan Kishan in the 
squad for the upcoming ICC Men's T20 
World Cup in Australia.Pant affirmed his 
status as a match winner in the white-ball 
format with his maiden ODI hundred against 
England in the third ODI of the recently 
concluded series. He is yet to find his rhythm 
in the T20Is.As for Karthik, he earned a 
recall to the Indian squad after a very 
successful IPL season for Royal Challengers 
Bangalore. Karthik also performed well in 
the South Africa T20Is to justify his place in 
the team.Ponting has worked closely with 
Rishabh Pant at Delhi Capitals and is well 
aware of his strengths, while the former 
Australia captain thinks veteran all-rounder 
Dinesh Karthik must also fill a spot in India's 
middle-order.

"We have seen what Rishabh is capable of in 
50-over cricket and I know absolutely what 
he is capable of in the T20 game," Ponting 
said on the latest episode of The ICC 
Review."Dinesh Karthik has had his best IPL 
ever just very recently ... and I would be 
trying to find every way to have both of those 
guys in my team.Ponting suggested that 
India should include Pant and Karthik in the 
middle-order alongside all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya.Rishabh to bat, in that three-four-
five range, and have Dinesh and maybe 
Hardik Pandya ... if you have those guys 
finishing for you, well that batting line-up 
looks very, very dangerous.

"Obviously that means someone like (Ishan) 
Kishan or Surya (Suryakumar Yadav) or 
(Shreyas) Iyer, someone like that, might miss 
out and I don't think Surya will miss out 
given his current form."But when you got so 
much talent picking an Indian team is always 
going to be difficult and Pant and Karthik 
would be the two I would pick ahead of 
Kishan right now.”

India tour of West Indies: Team 
India resorts to indoor nets due to 
rain in Trinidad ahead of first ODI

The order of the Big Bash 

League inaugural draft, 

which will be held on August 

28, was finalised on the basis 

of two weighted lotteries. 

Over 170 players have 

entered the draft to date.

Rishabh Pant and Dinesh 
Karthik should be in India's T20 
World Cup squad ahead of  
Ishan Kishan: Ricky Ponting

ZBruno Fernandes 
welcomed manager Erik 
ten Hag's uncompromising 
attitude towards 
punctuality

ZWe missed that for a while 
and discipline is 
important: Bruno 
Fernandes

ZUnited open the new 
league campaign at home 
to Brighton & Hove Albion 
on August 7

Venus Williams will join her sister Serena in the competition. Serena 
entered the Canadian Open using her protected ranking in the field. The 

Top 10 slate will be led by the world number one Iga Swiatek.

'New Delhi Rawalpindi Express' Shoaib 
Akhtar hailed Abdullah Shafique's innings 
after Pakistan defeated Sri Lanka in the first 
Test at Galle International Cricket Stadium.

Pakistan rode on Shafique's unbeaten 160 to 
record their second highest ever successful 
run-chase on Wednesday, when Babar 
Azam's men chased down 342 in the first Test 
against Sri Lanka to take a 1-0 lead. 
Pakistan's highest target (377) came against 
the same opponent back in 2015 in Pallekele.

"Memorable win in Galle. @imabd28 kya baat 
hai yar. What an inning full of grit, 
determination & never say die attitude," said 
former Pakistan cricketer Akhtar.With their 
victory in the first Test, Pakistan have 
returned to third spot in the ICC World Test 
Championship table, with only South Africa 
and Australia ahead of them. Meanwhile, the 
loss resulted in Sri Lanka losing their number 
three spot. The Island nation has slipped to 
No. 6, below Pakistan (3rd), India (4th) and 
West Indies (5th).Pakistan needed 120 runs 
to win the match on the fifth day with seven 
wickets in hand. In the first half an hour, Sri 
Lanka lost both of their remaining reviews. 

SL vs PAK | Grit, determination 
and never say die attitude: 
Shoaib Akhtar hails Abdullah 
Shafique's innings
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Congress ministers. If Eknath New Delhi. Union Minister of 
Shinde had not taken this step, State for Social Justice and 
Sena would not have even 10 E m p o w e r m e n t  R a m d a s  
MLAs with it," Mr Kadam Athawale has blamed Shiv 
said.Sena MP Sanjay Raut for the 

split in the party and said "I worked in the party for 52 
Uddhav Thackeray forged an years and in the end, I was 
alliance with NCP only at the fired. I will thank the MLAs 
behest of Raut. who accompanied Eknath 

Shinde," he said. Meanwhile, Speaking to ANI, Mr Athawale 
Rahul Shewale said, "Uddhav said, "It was not Sharad Pawar 
Thackeray was ready for an but Sanjay Raut who broke 
alliance with the BJP, the Shiv Sena. Uddhav Thackeray 
meeting with Prime Minister decided to go with Nationalist 
Narendra Modi lasted for an Congress Party (NCP) only at 
hour but it could not happen the behest of Sanjay Raut."
due to the deadlock of some The Union Minister said the 
Shiv Sena MLAs."Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

Responding to this, the Minister and Shiv Sena governments 
further said that when Shiv w o u l d  h a v e  c o m e  t o  

Earlier, former Maharashtra Minister Sena went with NCP, "I had Maharashtra if Shiv Sena and 
Ramdas Kadam alleged that NCP chief said this that it is against the decision of NCP had not come together.
Sharad Pawar broke the Shiv Sena and Balasaheb Uddhav Thackeray. If "Maha Vikas Aghadi would never have 
said Mr Pawar has systematically initially Udhav Thackeray would have been formed if Shiv Sena and NCP had 
weakened the party."It was not come with BJP and taken the post of not come together and therefore BJP 
acceptable to any of us that the Shiv Deputy Chief Minister, there would and Shiv Sena government would in 
Sena chief's son sat with the NCP and not have been any deadlock."Maharashtra," Mr Athawale said.

NEWS BOX

"He'll Be Back Real Soon": Fact-Checker 

M Zubair's Partner On His Release

"Sanjay Raut Broke Shiv Sena": Union 
Minister Ramdas Athawale

t h e  m i s c h i e v o u s  m i s u s e  o f  reach the probe agency's office at 12 New Delhi. Just as Congress chief Sonia 
investigative agencies. Prominent noon. Congress office bearers and Gandhi is set to appear at the Enforcement 
leaders of a number of political parties members of frontal organisations will Directorate office for questioning in a 
have been deliberately targeted and accompany her as a mark of solidarity, money laundering case, almost 13 
subjected to harassment in an sources said. Her questioning had been opposition parties today attended a key 
unprecedented manner. We condemn deferred earlier after she tested meeting chaired by the Congress to 
this and resolve to continue and pos i t ive  fo r  Cov id  and  wasdiscuss "relentless political vendetta" by 
intensify our collective fight against hospitalised. After being released from the Centre which has "unleashed" probe 
the anti-people, anti-farmer, anti- hospital in mid-June, she had asked for agencies to target political opponents. A 
Constitution policies of the Modi more time to appear before the agency.statement released by like-minded 
Sarkar that is destroying the social opposition parties has condemned the " W e  c o n d e m n  t h e
fabric of our society," a joint statement B J P - l e d  C e n t r e ' s  " m i s u s e "  o f  interrogation/questioning of Sonia 
released after the meeting said.investigating agencies. Gandhi. The ED could have come to 

Congress Party (NCP), Viduthalai Representatives of Congress, Dravida her residence if they wanted," Rajasthan Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar 
Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK), Shiv Sena, M u n n e t r a  K a z h a g a m  ( D M K ) ,  Chief Minister and senior Congress Rao's party TRS, which has been 
and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) were seen Communist Party of India (Marxist), leader Ashok Gehlot said at a press attacking Congress in the state and has so 
inside the office of the Leader of Communist Party of India (CPI), Indian conference by the party lashing out at PM far stayed away from meetings where the 
Opposition today.Union Muslim League (IUML), The Modi and the Centre, adding that central grand old party was present, also joined 

Trinamool Congress, Aam Aadmi Party, Jammu & Kashmir National Conference agencies are being used to silence the the meeting today. 
and Samajwadi Party were among the (JKNC), Telangana Rashtra Samithi opposition which is highlighting the "The Modi Sarkar has unleashed a 
major opposition parties absent from the (TRS), Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra failures of the government and raising the relentless campaign of vendetta against 
meeting. Mrs Gandhi has been asked to Kazhagam (MDMK), Nationalist common people's issues. its political opponents and critics through 

At Congress's Opposition Huddle At 
Parliament, A First-Timer, 3 Absentees

we take anticipatory action against a New Delhi. Fact-checker Mohammed 
citizen when he is raising his voice? Zubair was released from jail on 
Every citizen is answerable for what Wednesday night, 23 days after he was 
he does in public or private. We will arrested over what the police said was 
not place any such order," said Justice a "highly provocative tweet". The 
DY Chandrachud.Supreme Court granted him bail in all 

the cases against him in Uttar Pradesh. The Supreme Court did not cancel the 
Shortly after his release, his business FIRs (First Information Report) but 
partner and co-founder of Alt News, said he was free to approach the Delhi 
Pratik Sinha, said Mohammed Zubair High Court against all the cases, 

that there was "no justification to keep will "be back real soon". which can be combined into one. The 
him in continued detention and subject co-founder of fact-check website Alt "Zubair wants to convey his heartfelt 
him to an endless round of proceedings News was arrested over a four-year-gratitude to everyone who stood by us 
in various courts". old tweet sharing a screenshot from a and supported us in the last few weeks. 

The court disbanded a special probe in popular Hindi movie.He'll be back real soon," Mr Sinha 
UP against Mohammed Zubair and tweeted, sharing a photo with Mr Just days before the arrest, he had drawn 
transferred all UP cases to Delhi. The Zubair.Mr Zubair left Delhi's Tihar jail attention to an incendiary comment on 
judges also rejected the Uttar Pradesh at 9 pm and got into a waiting car Prophet Muhammad by suspended 
government's request that Mohammed outside the jail. Asked by reporters to BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma 
Zubair be "stopped from putting out say something, he flashed a victory during a TV debate.As he moved for 
tweets"."It's like telling a lawyer to not sign.Mohammed Zubair was arrested bail, case after case was filed in 
argue any further. How can you tell a on June 27 by Delhi Police. Seven UP.Three cases were filed in 
journalist he cannot write? If he does more FIRs were filed against him in Lakhimpur Kheri, Hathras and Sitapur 
something that violates the law, then Uttar Pradesh.While granting him over a tweet in which he called some 
he is answerable to law. But how can interim bail, the Supreme Court said right wing leaders "hate mongers".

Punjab CM Bhagwant 
Mann admitted to Delhi 
hospital

New Delhi. Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann was 
admitted to a private hospital in Delhi late on 
Wednesday night after he complained of pain in his 
stomach. He is currently undergoing treatment at 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital in the national capital’s 
Sarita Vihar locality. He has been diagnosed with a 
stomach infection.

Earlier in the day, the Punjab CM had congratulated the 
state police and the anti-gangster task force for 
successfully executing an operation against two 
gangsters in the state. Gangsters Jagroop Singh Roopa 
and Manpreet Singh, alias Mannu Kusa, were killed in 
an encounter with the Punjab Police at Amritsar's 
Bhakna village, police said.

They were allegedly involved in the murder of singer 
Sidhu Moose Wala and killed in a nearly five-hour-
long encounter with the Punjab Police.

In a statement issued here, Mann said the Aam Aadmi 
Party-led Punjab government has launched a decisive 
war against gangsters and anti-social elements in the 
state. On July 7, Mann tied the knot with Dr Gurpreet 
Kaur in a traditional Sikh 'Anand Karaj' wedding 
ceremony.

Trinamool Congress, Aam Aadmi Party, and Samajwadi Party are among the major 
opposition parties that are absent from the meeting.

Mohammed Zubair not a 
journalist, tweets venom and 

gets paid: UP govt tells SC
New Delhi. The Uttar Pradesh government has 

informed the Supreme Court that Alt News co-
founder Mohammed Zubair admitted to receiving 
money for the tweets he posted on his Twitter 
handle.

Advocate Garima Prasad, appearing for the UP 
government, told the bench headed by Justice DY 
Chandrachud that Zubair admitted he got Rs 12 
lakh for posting one tweet, and Rs 2 crore for 
another. The more provocative the tweet, the 
higher the payments, she claimed.

The top court was hearing Zubair's petition 
challenging the multiple FIRs filed against him in 
Uttar Pradesh. During arguments, Prasad said that 
Zubair claims to be a journalist but, in reality, he 
accepts money for posting tweets that are 
inflammatory in nature.

ZUBAIR NOT A JOURNALIST: UP GOVT
"The accused is not a journalist. He calls himself a 

fact checker. Instead of fact checking, he posts 
tweets which are getting viral and spreads venom. 
He has been paid for these tweets and he gets paid 
more for the malicious tweets," argued the 
advocate.

ZUBAIR GETS PAID FOR TWEETS
"The more malicious the tweets, the more payment 

he gets. He has admitted that he has received Rs 2 
crores for such tweets. Rs 12 lakh is his quota," she 
added.

INCITEMENT, COMMUNAL TENSIONS
Prasad went on to claim that Zubair takes advantage 

of videos and speeches which can create 
communal divide. "He takes advantage of this 
video, tweets it to his lakhs of followers. Then he 
writes all this to inflame the passions of people all 
over the country. After this, communal tensions 
arises," she alleged. Countering the UP 
government, Zubair's counsel Vrinda Grover said, 
"If you go through the tweet there is no incitement 
as [it was] a graphic made by a TV channel. 
[Zubair] pointed [it] out as a fact checker and stated 
that the facts are not right and tagged the police to 
check on the same."Grover sought protection for 
Zubair from court and claimed that an "entire 
network" is out to target the journalist. "I am 
apprehensive that his life is under threat," she 
said.Prasad pointed out that Zubair has been sent to 
judicial custody in the FIR lodged against him in 
Hathras for allegedly hurting religious sentiments, 
and is due to appear before a court in Lakhimpur 
Kheri today for a remand hearing. Zubair was 
arrested on June 27 by Delhi Police for allegedly 
hurting religious sentiments through a tweet he 
posted in 2018. A case was registered against him 
under sections 153A (wantonly giving provocation 
with intent to cause riot) and 295A (deliberate and 
malicious acts intended to outrage religious 
feelings of any class by insulting its religion or 
religious beliefs) of the IPC. Later, Delhi Police 
invoked sections 201 (causing disappearance of 
evidence), 120B (criminal conspiracy) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), and section 35 of the 
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) for 
allegedly receiving foreign donations.

The Union Minister said the BJP and Shiv Sena governments would have come to 
Maharashtra if Shiv Sena and NCP had not come together.

Falling rupee and inflation: Common man’s demons
lives abroad. Students' to-do list before shows return economy airfare (India-New against all other world currencies.New Delhi.The common man is now 
leaving must include visiting their dentist, York) used to cost Rs 75,000 to 80,000 in battling inflation and falling rupee with The war in Ukraine has also fed into an overall 
getting a haircut, shopping for clothes, 2019. Now the same return economy is no relief in sight. The Indian Rupee on uncertainty driving investors towards the 
shoes and getting all medical tests done. costing a whopping Rs 2 lakh.Tuesday, July 19, sank to a record low of dollar.

80 per US Dollar in early trade for the This year, in January, Indians spent over $2 India-London return economy airfare in 2019 INFLATION BURNING A HOLE IN 
second day in a row, billion overseas for the first time. The stood at Rs 45,000-50,000, the same now COMMON MAN'S POCKET

milestone was crossed again in April. costs Rs 1 lakh.W i t h  t h e  r u p e e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Curd, milk, honey, wheat flour are set to 
Nearly 56 per cent of the amount was spent psychologically important mark of 80, WHY HAS DOLLAR GAINED? witness a rise in prices because the 
on travel and overseas education. The alarm bells have gone off. Students, Higher interest rates in the US, the Russia- government started levying GST on these 
average monthly spending was $1.6 travellers, patients, investors and the Ukraine war and India's trade deficit have all daily-use items.
billion in FY22 compared to just a little common man in every sphere will bear led to the dollar strengthening. The dollar also A 5 per cent GST on pre-packaged items might 
over $1 billion in FY20.the brunt of the rupee falling. gained as Europe was forced to shop for oil in not sound like too much to begin with, but 

DESI TRAVELLERS' WOES INCREASESTUDENTS GOING ABROAD NEED markets that demand the US currency. with a quick calculation, you will find out amount without any change in the interest TO TIGHTEN THEIR BELTS The falling rupee is the latest hurdle in desi Like many economies across the globe, the US how it will impact your monthly budget.rate, but the purchasing power of the money 
globetrotters' post-pandemic travel plans. If you are a student going to study abroad, you is battling domestic inflation and to tame it, Suppose one buys one packet of milk for Rs 30, has reduced drastically. This means for 
One usually pays for flights and hotel will end up paying more now for the same the US Federal Reserve System decided to now with 5% GST, the cost of the packet will everything from groceries to travel, I now 
bookings in dollars and that is set to cost fees as the rupee has weakened. fight it with higher interest rates, triggering a be Rs. 31.5 per packet. Now if one buys one have to shell out more from my pocket.”
more. mass departure of investments to America, Twenty-four-year-old Shristri who is set to packet of milk every day, it used to cost him "My budget has increased by lakhs as the 

The exchange rate shocker is going to make which has also been good for the dollar.attend Georgetown University in Washington Rs 900, the same will now cost him Rs 945.falling rupee is set to have a domino impact. 
hotel stays, local travel, sightseeing, food and DC to pursue medicine, is feeling a price The hike in interest rates in the US has made the The government and opposition parties are at Now I and others like me who are going to the 
beverages abroad much more expensive. pinch even before leaving for the United dollar a more attractive investment for loggerheads on this issue.Ranjeet Ranjan, US want to land campus jobs immediately so 
Data on Yatra.com shows that travel packages States. One-way airline fares have doubled institutional investors all over the world. Congress Leader told India Today, “In Rajya that we can repay our loans while earning in 
offered on the site to the US and Australia from Rs 50,000 last year to over Rs 1 lakh. These Foreign Institutional Investors (FII) Sabha, opposition leaders took curd and milk dollars."
have witnessed an 8 to 10 per cent increase in have withdrawn large amounts of money Lamenting about the rising cost, Shrishti told packets into the well because India has been Experts are suggesting that students should go pricing in the past one month. from the Indian equity and other markets and India Today, “I have taken an education loan independent for 75 years, never has curd, prepared from India in ways that will help 

The pinch begins from airfare as data analysis invested them in the US, boosting the dollar and the bank has approved the sanctioned milk, honey been taxed like this. “them in saving money once they start their 

Centre using probe 
agencies for vendetta 
politics: Opposition in 
joint statement

New Delhi. In the wake of Congress interim president 
Sonia Gandhi’s questioning by the Enforcement 
Directorate in the National Herald case, the Opposition 
has slammed the Centre saying that it was misusing 
central agencies to intimidate leaders raising their 
voices against the government. The Opposition said 
that the Modi government had unleashed a relentless 
campaign of vendetta against its political opponents 
and critics through the mischievous use of investigative 
agencies.

“The Modi govt has unleashed a relentless vendetta 
against political opponents through the misuse of 
investigative agencies by targeting prominent leaders 
of various parties We will intensify our fight against the 
anti-people Modi Sarkar,” the statement read.

The statement was signed by leaders of various parties 
such as Sanjay Raut from Shiv Sena, Thol 
Thirumavalavan from VCK. Leaders from DMK, RJD, 
CPI, CPI(M), TRS and RSP also signed the statement. 
Before issuing the statement, floor leaders of all 
Opposition parties in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha met 
in the office of Leader of Opposition (LoP) Rajya 
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge in Parliament on Thursday. 
Parties that attended the meeting included the 
Congress, DMK, CPM, CPI, IUML, NC, TRS, 
MDMK, NCP, Shiv Sena and RJD.

Earlier in the day, Congress had also issued a similar 
statement. Meanwhile, Congress MPs staged a from 
Parliament and headed to the party headquarters at 24, 
Akbar Road, ahead of Sonia Gandhi's appearance 
before ED in the National Herald case.

New Delhi, Friday, 22 July, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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