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Kharge vs Tharoor on Monday as Congress set for non-
Gandhi president after 24 years; results on Oct 19

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, October 16: Senior Congress lead-
ers Mallikarjun Kharge and Shashi Tharoor will
face-off in an electoral contest on Monday for
the post of AICC chief, as the party gets set
to have a non-Gandhi president in over 24
years. Over 9,000 Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) delegates form the elec-
toral college to pick the party chief in a secret
ballot. Voting would also take place at the
AICC headquarters here and at over 65
polling booths across the country in an elec-
toral contest which is taking place for the
sixth time in the party's 137-year history.
While party chief Sonia Gandhi and
Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra are expected to vote at the AICC head-
quarters here, Rahul Gandhi will be voting at
the Bharat Jodo Yatra campsite in
Karnataka's Sanganakallu in Ballari along with
around 40 other Bharat Yatris who are PCC dele-
gates. Kharge is considered the firm favourite for
his perceived proximity to the Gandhis and backing
by senior leaders, even as Tharoor has pitched him-
self as the candidate of change. During the cam-
paign, even though Tharoor has raised issues of

uneven playing field, both candidates and the party
have maintained that the Gandhis are neutral and
that there is no "official candidate".Asked about the
significance of the polls, Congress general secre-

tary in-charge communications Jairam Ramesh told
PTI that he has always believed in the Congress
model of evolving a consensus for such positions.
The most famous practitioner of this approach in
the post-Nehruvian era was K Kamaraj, he noted.
"As we approach E-Day tomorrow this belief has
become even more stronger. The reasons for this

are pretty obvious," Ramesh said without elaborat-
ing. "I am not at all convinced that organisational
elections actually strengthen the organisation in any
way. They may serve individual purposes but their

value in building a collective spirit is doubt-
ful," he said. Even so, the very fact that elec-
tions are taking place are of some signifi-
cance, he added.  "But I consider them of less
institutional importance than the historic
Bharat Jodo Yatra which is a transformation-
al initiative for the Congress and for Indian
politics as well," Ramesh said. Though the
campaign has been largely about a roadmap
for the party which the two candidates have
elaborated upon during their meetings with
PCC delegates at various headquarters of the
party in states, it has also seen complaints
and claims of an uneven playing field by the
Tharoor camp. The contrast in the cam-
paigns has been stark, while Kharge's cam-

paign has seen several senior leaders, PCC chiefs
and top leaders receiving him at the state headquar-
ters visited by him, Tharoor has mostly been wel-
comed by young PCC delegates with PCC chiefs
mostly absent from his events. Tharoor has under-
lined during his campaign that he is the candidate of
change while Kharge of status quo. 

EAM Jaishankar calls on Egyptian President Sisi;
conveys warm greetings of PM Modi

Naresh Malhotra

Cairo, October 16: External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday called on Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah El Sisi here and conveyed the warm greet-
ings of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Jaishankar, who
is in Egypt on his maiden visit at the invitation of his
Egyptian counterpart Sameh Shoukry, also handed over
a personal message from Prime Minister Modi.
“Honoured to call on President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi of
Egypt. Conveyed the warm greetings of PM @naren-
dramodi and handed over a personal message,”
Jaishankar tweeted after the meeting.  During an interac-
tion with the Indian community here on Saturday,
Jaishankar had said that Prime Minister Modi has a very
good personal relationship with President Sisi. “I know
that he has been wanting to visit (Egypt) for some time.
It is one of those situations, partly Covid, that has disrupt-
ed the travel schedule. But I can assure you it’s very
much on his mind,” Jaishankar had said in response to a
question. The last prime ministerial visit from India to
Egypt took place in 2009 when Dr. Manmohan Singh vis-
ited Cairo for the Non-Aligned Summit, according to the
Indian Embassy website. During the meeting with
President Sisi on Sunday, Jaishankar “deeply appreciat-

ed” his guidance in further developing various dimen-
sions of Egypt-India relationship and briefed him on his

discussions with Foreign Minister Shoukry. “As inde-
pendent-minded nations, India and Egypt contribute to

global discourse. And promote the cause of peace,
progress and development,” Jaishankar tweeted. He said

India values the participation of Egypt in the G20
during its chair ship. “We are fully committed to
the success of COP27 under the Egyptian presi-
dency,” he said. On Saturday, Jaishankar met his
Egyptian counterpart Shoukry and discussed a
range of issues including the Ukraine conflict
and the Indo-Pacific and exchanged views on
boosting bilateral ties and how to create a more
resilient global economy. Jaishankar said India
and Egypt’s cooperation in multilateral forums
remains robust and welcomed Egyptian partici-
pation in G20 next year and in BRICS New
Development Bank and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO). India and
Egypt share close political understanding based
on a long history of contact and cooperation in
bilateral, regional and global issues. Egypt has
traditionally been one of India’s most important
trading partners in the African continent.
Bilateral trade has expanded rapidly in 2021-22,
amounting to 7.26 billion registering a 75 per

cent increase compared to FY 2020-21, according to the
Indian embassy in Egypt.

Tamil Nadu CM Stalin writes to PM Modi,
flays ‘Hindi for jobs proposal’ of

TST Correpondent

Chennai, October 16: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin on Sunday
staunchly opposed what he called a
Parliamentary panel’s “recommenda-
tion” that for specific jobs, aspi-
rants should have learnt the Hindi
language. Writing to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Stalin
referred to media reportage on a
report of the Parliamentary
Committee on Official Languages.
Stalin said: “It has been reported
that the Committee, chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
submitted its report to the
President of India, wherein inter-
alia, has recommended that Hindi
should be the compulsory medi-
um of instruction in educational
institutions of the Union government
such as IITs, IIMs, AIIMS and central
universities and Hindi should replace
English.” It also includes a recommen-
dation that Hindi shall be made as the

medium of instruction in all technical,
non-technical institutions and all the
Union government institutions, includ-
ing Kendriya Vidyalayas. The Chief
Minister, who is also the president of
the ruling DMK said it has been rec-

ommended by the panel that, “youth
would be eligible for certain jobs only if
they had studied Hindi, and removal of
English (is proposed) as one of the
compulsory papers in recruitment
exams.” Such proposals went against

the federal principles of Constitution
and would only harm the nation’s
multi-lingual fabric, he said. Efforts to
“impose” Hindi in various ways as rec-
ommended in that report should not be
taken forward and the “glorious flame

of unity of India may be held high
forever,” the Chief Minister request-
ed. Stalin demanded that all lan-
guages should be accorded the sta-
tus of official language of the Union
government. All the regional lan-
guages, including Tamil, should be
treated equally and that is the way to
ensure the principle of unity in diver-
sity. There are 22 languages includ-
ing Tamil in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution. All such languages
have equal rights and there are sev-
eral demands that some more lan-

guages should also be included under
the schedule. “I would like to point out
that the number of people speaking lan-
guages other than Hindi is numerically
more than Hindi-speaking people in
the Indian Union.

Kejriwal woos Gujarati electorate, says state wants
‘new engine government’ not ‘double engine’ one

Sanjay Kumar

Bhavnagar, October 16: Taking a dig at
the BJP-led Central government, Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said Gujarat doesn’t
want a “double-engine government”
but a “new engine” government.
Addressing a rally in Bhavnagar city
in the poll-bound state, Kejriwal said
if Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) comes to
power, it will withdraw on priority all
“false cases” registered against peo-
ple from various communities,
groups and government employees
for agitating against the BJP govern-
ment in the last 27 years. In a veiled
swipe at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s events in Gujarat where he
launched projects worth crores,
Kejriwal said he cannot announce such a
huge package but will ensure benefits worth
Rs 30,000 to households through his “guar-
antees”. “They say ‘double engine ki

sarkaar’ (a double-engine government).
This time, Gujarat does not want a double-
engine, it wants a ‘new engine.’ The double
engine is very old, both engines are 40-50
years old. A new party, new faces, new ideol-
ogy, new energy, and a new dawn. Try for

the new party, you do not lose anything for
trying,” he said. The “double-engine”
phrase is used by BJP leaders to emphasize
that development will be expedited if the
same party is at the helm in states and the

Centre. “Try once and give us a chance. I
am here to seek one chance. You have given
70 years to these people. You gave so many
years to Congress and 27 years to BJP. Give
Kejriwal a chance. If I do not perform, I will
not return to seek votes,” the AAP national

convener said. Kejriwal and Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday embarked on a two-day visit to
Gujarat for canvassing. Kejriwal said
he was watching “big leaders” of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) visiting
Gujarat during elections and announc-
ing packages worth Rs 30,000 crore.
“Friends, I do not have Rs 30,000
crore. I cannot announce a package
for you. But I can tell you that if we
win, I will give a benefit of Rs 30,000 to
your family,” he said and reiterated

AAP’s “guarantees” of free and quality edu-
cation, free treatment, free electricity, cre-
ation of jobs and unemployment allowance
etc. He also promised to reduce inflation in
Gujarat like in Delhi. 

Raj Thackeray urges BJP not to
contest Andheri East bypoll to show

reverence to deceased MLA
Mumbai, October 16: Maharashtra Navirman Sena

(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray on Sunday wrote to Deputy
Chief Minister and BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis not
to field his party’s candidate for the upcoming bypoll of
the Andheri East Assembly constituency in reverence
to late MLA Ramesh Latke, whose death has necessitat-
ed the election. While Fadnavis has admitted that the
letter was sent to him in good faith, he said that he
would have to discuss with the party leadership before

taking a decision. In a letter addressed to the BJP
leader, which he posted on social media, Raj Thackeray
said the MNS will not be contesting the November 3
byelection to show its reverence for the deceased legis-
lator. “The Andheri East bypoll was necessitated after
the death of sitting MLA Ramesh Latke and his wife
Rutuja has filed her nomination.
Emotional scenes at cremation of 
slain Kashmiri pandit in Jammu

Jammu, October 16: Emotions ran high as the mortal
remains of a slain Kashmiri pandit were consigned to
flames here on Sunday with the grief-stricken communi-
ty expressing anger against the alleged failure of the gov-
ernment to stop selective killings by terrorists in the
Valley. Puran Krishan Bhat was gunned down by terror-
ists on Saturday outside his ancestral house in the
Chowdhary Gund area of south Kashmir’ Shopian dis-
trict, where he had gone to look after his orchards. The
body of the deceased was received by the wailing rela-
tives at his Muthi residence in Jammu late Saturday
night. Amid chants of high-pitch sloganeering against
Pakistan, thousands of mourners joined Bhat’s two chil-
dren—Shriya (daughter) and Shanu (son) -- and other
relatives at the Ban Talab crematory Sunday to bid a tear-
ful adieu to him. They also demanded adequate compen-
sation to the family, including Rs 50 lakh ex-gratia and a
government job to the wife of the deceased, besides
immediate relocation of Hindu employees outside the val-
ley till the security situation becomes normal. As the body
reached the cremation ground, several of Bhat’s relatives
broke down. Shriya was seen kissing the body profusely
to say goodbye to her father with her younger brother, a
Class 5 student, staring at the corpse.

Chandigarh, October 16: The
Indian Air Force is planning to under-
take a second life extension pro-
gramme on its fleet of MiG-29 front-
line fighter jets, which will enhance
their service span from 40 years to 50
years. Inducted into the IAF in 1986,
the first life extension programme
was undertaken in the mid-2000s.
The then Defence Minister, AK
Antony had stated in Parliament that
the MiG-29s’ technical life was being
extended from 25 years to 40 years to
meet the IAF’s operational require-
ments. According IAF sources, the
enhanced technical life of the MiG-29
aircraft will begin expiring from 2025
onwards and in view of the depleting
squadron strength and slow rate of
inductions, it is imperative to deter-
mine that for how long this fleet can
continue to remain effectively in
service. The project will be executed
at IAF’s No.11 Base Repair Depot
near Nashik, which is mandated with
the repair and overhaul of Russian
origin fighter aircraft. Only Indian
firms will be permitted to partici-
pate in the programme. The project

involves study and examination of
the aircraft’s airframe, engines,
avionics, sub-assemblies and other
aggregates, development and
analysis of technical and flight
data, structural integrity checks,
corrosion removal, repair and
strengthening of certain load bear-
ing areas and some structural mod-
ifications, sources said. The IAF
operates about 66 of the
Soviet/Russian origin fighters in
three squadrons. Two of them are
based at Adampur and Jamnagar,
while the third has recently moved
to Srinagar to replace a MiG-21
squadron that was phased out. In
addition, the Navy also procured 35
MiG-29s for its fleet air arm. The
MiG-29s went in for extensive mod-
ification and upgradation during
the second half of the last decade,
which significantly enhanced their
combat capability. Christened the
MiG-29 UPG, this included modifi-
cations to the airframe along with
new avionics, radar, missiles,
weapon control systems and elec-
tronic warfare suite.

Vaishali Takkar of
'Sasural Simar Ka' hangs
herself in Indore home
Mumbai, October 16: Television actress Vaishali

Takkar, who is known for her work in shows like
'Sasural Simar Ka', 'Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai' and
'Super Sisters', passed away at her Indore residence
on Sunday. She was 29 years old. The actress is
believed to have died by suicide. A case is registered
in Tejaji Nagar police station. Indore police recovered
her body from her flat located in Sai Bagh area of the
city on Sunday morning. They claimed to have recov-
ered a suicide note from the crime spot, however, the
details of the note are not yet disclosed. She was found
hanging in her room by her father early on Sunday.
Local police reached the spot and took the body for
postmortem. Thakkar's parents hail from Ujjain's
Mahipalpur town and they were living with their
daughter in Indore for the last one and half years,
sources told IANS. "We are investigating the case. A
suicide note has been confiscated in her mobile phone.
Body has been sent for postmortem. However, it is yet
to be known why she took this extreme step. We are
investigating the matter," said a senior police official.
Notably, back in April 2021, Thakkar got engaged to
the Kenya-based surgeon Dr. Abhinandan Singh and
shared a video on her Instagram handle with the cap-
tion: "What's yours will Ultimately find you even from
another end of the world."  

Himachal Assembly polls:
Congress to declare all 68

candidates on Monday
Shimla, October 16: The Congress will

announce on Monday the names of its all 68
candidates for the November 12 assembly
polls in Himachal Pradesh, party leader Alka
Lamba said. Earlier in the day, Lamba stated
the Congress would release the first list of 57
candidates on Sunday and the remaining 11
candidates would be declared afterwards. In a
statement in the evening, she said all the 68
candidates would be declared on Monday. The
voting for the 68 assembly seats in the hill
state is scheduled to take place on November
12 while the counting will take place on
December 8. In the assembly, the BJP current-
ly has 43 members, followed by 22 of the
Congress. There are two Independents and
one CPM MLA in the assembly. A direct con-
test between the BJP and the Congress is like-
ly in the state, where the Aam Aadmi Party will
also be trying its luck. The notification for the
state elections will be issued on October 17
and the last date for the filing of nominations is
October 25. Scrutiny of papers will be held on
October 27 and the last date for the withdraw-
al of papers will be October 29.

IAF mulls second life extension for
MiG-29 fighters to enhance service

span from 40 years to 50 years

Nationwide campaign to end child
marriage launched in Rajasthan
Jaipur, October 16: With around 20 million people

from across the country pledging to end child marriage,
Nobel Peace Laureate Leymah Gbowee on Sunday
launched a nationwide campaign to put an end to this
practice. Kailash Satyarthi Children’s Foundation (KSCF)
will spearhead the biggest-ever campaign to raise public
awareness against child marriage, a statement said. As a
part of the launch campaign, 70,000 women and girls led
people in lighting lamps, torchlight procession in around
10,000 villages (6,015 villages by KSCF and the rest by
government and other agencies) from over 500 districts
in 26 states. Government agencies, including the Railway
Protection Force (RPF), the Women and child develop-
ment department of 14 states, state child protection
authorities, state legal services authorities, anganwadis
and district administration of several state governments
joined in support of the nationwide campaign.
Highlighting the plight of the child marriage survivors,
Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi said, “Child mar-
riage is a violation of human rights and dignity, which
unfortunately still has social acceptance. This social evil
propels an unending list of crimes against children, espe-
cially against our daughters.” He said he supports the
government’s proposal to increase the marriageable age
of girls from 18 to 21. Liberian Nobel Peace Laureate
Leymah Gbowee said, “Child marriage is an appalling
practice that exists globally. We must put an end to this
human rights violation.
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This Sharad Purnima, enjoy
the brightest Taj Mahal view
under moonlight for 4 nights

Agra This Sharad Purnima, tourists will
be able to view the iconic Taj Mahal in all its
glory under the moonlight for four nights.
Ever year, hundreds of tourists visit Agra to
enjoy the moonlight view of the Taj- a sight
to behold.On Sharad Purnima, the higher
brightness of the moon, combined with the
unique angle of its light, ensures that the Taj
Mahal shines the brightest, with the semi-
precious stones embedded on the monu-
ment's facade catching the light and display-
ing a mesmerizing show of flickering
lights.Seeing the  moonlight view of the Taj
Mahal at a special tariff of Rs 750, while
Indian tourists Sharad Purnima, the Taj
Mahal will open only for four nights instead
of the customary five nights, as the iconic
monument will remain closed on Friday
night.

The Sikh Times
(National Daily English Newspaper)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large are hereby
informed that my client Sh.
Ramesh Kumar S/o Sh. Banwari
Ram R/o H. No. 188, Bara Mau,
U.P.-276405; has taking a Loan
for Plot Re-Finance +
Construction from IndoStar Home
Finance Private Limited, against
property i.e. The Residential Plot
Area measuring 66.66 sq. yds.,
i.e. 55.73 sq. mtrs., Situated at
Khasra No. 226, In Village
Surajpur, Pargana Dadri, Tehsil &
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.;
being the owner of said property
by Virtue of Sale Deed dated
14.09.2022 executed by Sh. Piroj
in favour of Sh. Ramesh Kumar
duly regd. as Doc. No. 20748,
Vol. No. 41700, on Pages No.
329 to 344, on dt.14.09.2022, in
S.R.-Greater Noida, Gautam
Budh Nagar, U.P.; In respect of
undisputed ownership of Sh.
Ramesh Kumar; hereinafter
referred to as “  the said property
“ submitted the Original Papers
regarding this property with
IndoStar Home Finance Private
Limited, If Any person, who has
got, rights, interest, title, claim,
encumbrances, charges of any
nature whatsoever in respect of
the above said Property or any
part thereof, can send their objec-
tions with their documentary evi-
dence at below address within 7
days from the date of publication
of this notice, failing which, it shall
be presumed that the said
Property in entirely is free from all
such claims, interest, charges,
encumbrances etc. 
Note: That the Property No. is not
mentioned in Property Papers.

Sahil Virmani 
(ADVOCATE)

Address G-721
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
8929535407, 9643394303

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large are hereby
informed that my client Sh. Shiv
Kumar S/o Sh. Rangi Lal Verma
R/o H. No. 1272, Gali No. 10, Kh.
No. 17/4 B Block, Nathu Colony,
Nathu Pura, Burari, Delhi-
110084; has taking a Loan from
India Shelter Home Finance
Corporation Limited, against
property i.e. The Residential
Property Bearing no. B 1272,
Area measuring 45.1/2 sq yds.,
Out of Khasra no. 17/4 Situated in
the area of Village Burari and
Abadi Known as Gali no. 10, B
Block Nathu Colony Nathupra
Burari Delhi; being the owner of
said Property by virtue of
GPA/ATS/Will dt. 15.12.2018
executed by Mrs. Revti Devi @
Ravti Devi in favour of Mr. Shiv
Kumar; hereinafter referred to as
“  the said property “ submitted the
Papers regarding this property
with India Shelter Home Finance
Corporation Limited, And Original
GPA/ATS/Will dated 14.08.2002
executed by Mr. Anil Kumar Tyagi
in favour of Mrs. Revti Devi, has
been lost somewhere by my
client along with Filed e-FIR vide
Application/LR No. 882262/2022
at Delhi Police Shanti Sewa
Nyaya, e-FIR Report on dt.
12.10.2022, and is not traceable,
If any Person Found the same,
Kindly return it at the address
mentioned below, The Original
Papers regarding this property
and Any person, who has got,
rights, interest, title, claim, encum-
brances, charges of any nature
whatsoever in respect of the
above said Property or any part
thereof, can send their objections
with their documentary evidence
at below address within 7 days
from the date of publication of this
notice, failing which, it shall be
presumed that the said Property
in entirely is free from all such
claims, interest, charges, encum-
brances etc.

Sahil Virmani 
(ADVOCATE)

Address G-721
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
8929535407, 9643394303

NAME CHANGE
I,  ASHWINI W/O  NO 14836242L
Rank-HAV, RAUTBHARATBAJI-
RAO R/O VILL/PO-CHINCHOLI.
TEH-KALJ, DIST-BEED, MAHA-
RASHTRA-431123 have
changed my name from ASHWI-
NI to ASHVINI BHARAT RAUT
for all future purpose. Vide affidavit
dated 06.10.2022. before Notary
Public Delhi (INDIA).

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-14836242L HAV RAUT
BHARAT BAJIRAO S/O BAJI-
RAO R/O VILL/PO CHINCHOLI,
TEH-KAIJ, DIST-BEED, MAHA-
RASHTRA 431123 have
changed my minor son name
from AYUSH to AYUSH
BHARAT RAUT for all future pur-
pose. And his correct date of
birth is 14/06/2011. Vide affidavit
dated 06.10.2022 before Notary
Public Delhi (INDIA).

NAME CHANGE
I , Rashid  S/o Abrar Ahmed Idrishi
residing at N-236 E-43/5, Gali No.7,
Subhash Vihar, Garhi Mendu,
Delhi-110053 have changed my
name to  Mohd Rashid Idrishi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ARCHANASOAM wife of SUSHIL
KUMAR R/O ROOM NO-3, SNCOs
MESS NEW PINTO PARK, NEW
DELHI-110010, have changed my
name from ARCHANA SOAM to
ARCHANA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 15/10/2022 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUHANI daughter of SUSHIL
KUMAR R/O ROOM NO-3, SNCOs
MESS NEW PINTO PARK, NEW
DELHI-110010, have changed my
name from SUHANI to SUHANI
SINGH for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/10/2022 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RATTAN SINGH resident  of E-59
Top Floor E block Jeewan Park
Uttam Nagar New Delhi - 110059,
do hereby solemnly affirm and
declare as under:- That “RATTAN
LAL YADAV” and “RATTAN
SINGH” is the same and one per-
son.That I hereby declare that I shall
be known as “RATTAN SINGH”
instead of “RATTAN LALYADAV” in
future for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Zuheb S/o Mohd
Zameer R/o 6680, Gali Beri Wali,
Ahata Kidara, Bara Hindu Rao,
Delhi-110006, have changed my
name to Mohammad Zuhaib for
all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I , Tabbasum Hussain D/o
Zakir Hussain  and Amna
Farida Begum alias Amna R/o
3684 Street Moti Mahal ,Sabji
Mandi Darya Ganj New Delhi
110002 ,have changed the my
name from  Tabbasum to
Tabbasum Hussain
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a spotlight on the violence which has 
been plaguing Mexico for years. 
Guanajuato is a major manufacturing 
hub and production site for many of the 
world's top carmakers and has been 
convulsed in recent years by brutal turf 
wars between rival drug gangs.Earlier 
in September, gunmen shot dead ten 
people at a bar in the Guanajuato town 
of Tarimoro, about 60 miles (96 km) 
southeast of Irapuato.On October 6, 
gunmen opened fire at city hall in the 
state of Guerrero, killing more than a 
dozen people, including the city 
mayor.When President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador came to power in 2018, 
he vowed to reduce record levels of 
gang violence in Mexico. However, he 
has been struggling to contain the 
bloodshed and violence.

Guanajuato in less than a month and  Mexico As many as twelve people, 
While homicides have fallen somewhat 

comes at a time when Mexico has been including six women and six men, 
in 2022, the tally during Lopez 

witnessing a rise in gun attacks. The were killed after unidentified gunmen 
Obrador's six-year term is on track to 

reason behind the attack is yet to be opened fire at a bar in Mexico's 
be the highest in Mexico's modern 

ascertained.In an official statement, the Irapuato, local authorities told Reuters. 
history by a substantial margin. He has 

city government said that the security Three people were also injured in the 
blamed corruption in past governments 

forces are trying to nab the assailants. attack in the south of Irapuato.This is 
for fuelling the lawlessness.

Deadly attacks by gunmen have shone the second mass shooting in the state of 

NEWS BOX

China's Xi Jinping condemns interference in Taiwan, 
defends Covid policies at party congress

12 dead as gunmen open fire at Mexico 
bar, second shooting in 30 days

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i l e  a v o i d i n g  Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif came to his Islamabad: Pakistan Prime Minister 
unnecessary comments. It is our country's defence after US President Joe Shehbaz Sharif rejected US President Joe 
sincere desire to cooperate with the US Biden questioned the precarious state of Biden's comments on Pakistan's nuclear 
to promote regional peace and its nuclear program."Pakistan is a weapons capability and called it 
security," ARY News quoted Pakistan's responsible nuclear state that is perfectly "factually incorrect and misleading".
PM as saying. capable of safeguarding its national "Over the past decades, Pakistan has proven 

interest whilst respecting international Earlier, Biden described Pakistan as "one to be a most responsible nuclear state, 
law and practices. Our nuclear program is of the most dangerous nations" in the wherein its nuclear programme is 
in no way a threat to any country. Like all world which holds "nuclear weapons managed through a technically sound and 
independent states," Nawaz Sharif without any cohesion." The US foolproof command and control system," 
tweeted."...Pakistan reserves the right to President made these remarks at a a statement from the PM Office quoted 
protect its autonomy, sovereign statehood Democratic Congressional Campaign PM Shehbaz Sharif as saying, ARY News 
a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y, "  h e  Committee Reception in Los Angeles reported.The statement further added that dangerous nations in the world: Pakistan. 
added.Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) (California).Pakistan has demonstrated responsible Nuclear weapons without any cohesion," 
Chief Imran Khan also reacted to Biden's stewardship of its nuclear-weapons The remarks on Pakistan were made while said Biden, as quoted in a White House 
statement and said that on what basis he capability marked by a very strong Biden was talking about US foreign press release of his remarks at the 
made this statement. And further claimed commitment to global standards, policy with regard to China and Vladimir Democratic party event.
that "unlike the US which has been including those of the IAEA on non- Putin's Russia. Biden concluded by Taking to Twitter, Shehbaz Sharif said, "Let 
involved in wars across the world, when proliferation, safety, and security. saying he considered Pakistan to be the me reiterate unequivocally: Pakistan is a 
has Pakistan shown aggression, most dangerous country in the world."Pakistan and the US have a long histry of a responsible nuclear state and we are 
especially post-nuclearisation."Equally friendly and mutually beneficial "This is a guy (Xi Jinping) who understands proud that our nuclear assets have the best 
important, this Biden statement shows the relationship. At a time, when the world is what he wants but has an enormous, safeguards as per International Atomic 
total failure of Imported govt's foreign confronted by huge global challenges, it is enormous array of problems. How do we Energy Agency (IAEA) requirements. We 
policy and its claims of "reset of relations critically important that genuine and handle that? How do we handle that take these safety measures with the 
with the US"? Is this the "reset"? This durable efforts are made to recognise the relative to what's going on in Russia? And utmost seriousness. Let no one have any 
govt has broken all records for real potential of the Pakistan-US what I think is maybe one of the most doubts."Meanwhile, former Pakistan 
incompetence," Khan added.

On Biden's "Most Dangerous Nation" 
Comment, Pak PM's Response

world. 

China's 'rejuvenation'.
At the Congress, nearly 2,300 delegates 

elected by Jinping are slated to rubber 
stamp the president's bid to rule for a 
historic third term. Experts have 
perceived Jinping as undeniably the 
most powerful leader since Mao 
Zedong.He hailed the Communist 
Party of China's rule in the country and 
said that China had placed the public 
on priority amid the pandemic. He 
said that his government 'protected 
people's safety and health to the 
highest  degree and achieved 
significant positive results in 
coordinating epidemic prevention and 
control and social and economic 
development'.CCP, Xi, lauded Hong Kong's Addressing the 20th China's 

Hinting at Hong Kong's democracy t r a n s i t i o n  o u t  o f  ' c h a o s '  t o  Communist Party Congress on its first 
protests, the 69-year-old said, "The governance.Notably, he condemned day of the five-day conclave, President 
situation in Hong Kong has achieved a what he termed as the interference of Xi Jinping hailed his party's regime 
major transition from chaos to 'external forces' in the China-Taiwan and defended Covid-19 policies. 
governance."He also vowed a 'majr feud. Xi, during his address, said that Throwing open the five-yearly 
struggle against separatism and his party would strive to meet the Congress, likely to be chosen as the 
interference' in Taiwan.CCP's modernisation goals to realise third-time general secretary of the 

Fire, clashes at Iran's Evin prison 
amid Mahsa Amini protests

PARIS: A fire and clashes erupted at breach of the Islamic republic's strict Moore-Gilbert, who was held in Evin for country for years."Guns, tanks, fireworks; 
Tehran's notorious Evin prison Saturday dress code for women.Iranian state media most of her 800-plus days behind bars in the mullahs must get lost," women 
night as the protest movement sparked by said early Sunday that the fire caused Iran, said she had heard all the women without hijabs chanted at a gathering at 
Mahsa Amini's death in custody entered a during "riots and clashes" at the prison political prisoners were safe."I recently Tehran's Shariati  Technical and 
fifth week.The facility in northern Tehran had been extinguished.Citing a Tehran received word from two different family Vocational College, in a video widely 
is infamous for the ill-treatment of prosecutor, the IRNA news agency said members of political prisoners currently shared online.Scores of jeering and 
political prisoners and also holds foreign the situation was now calm and that the inside," Moore-Gilbert, who was released whistling protesters hurled projectiles at 
detainees. Hundreds of those detained clashes had "nothing to do with the recent in Novemer 2020, told AFP early security forces near a landmark 
during the demonstrations over Amini's unrest in the country". IRNA earlier Sunday."They assure me that all of the roundabout in Hamedan city, west of 
death have reportedly been sent there. reported at least eight injured at the women within the female political Tehran,  in  footage ver i f ied by 

jail.Evin prison holds foreign inmates prisoner ward of Evin are safe and AFP.Despite what online monitor Flames and a plume of smoke could be seen 
including French-Iranian academic unharmed."US State Department NetBlocks called a "major disruption to billowing into the night sky, and the sound 
Fariba Adelkhah and US citizen Siamak spokesman Ned Price said Washington internet traffic", protesters were also seen of what appeared to be gunfire could be 
Namazi, whose family said he was taken was monitoring the incident "with pouring onto the streets of the heard in video footage shared on Twitter 
back into custody this week after a urgency", warning that Iran was "fully northwestern city of Ardabil in videos by the Oslo-based Iran Human Rights."A 
temporary release.Reacting to reports of responsible for the safety of our shared on Twitter.Shopkeepers went on fire is spreading in Evin prison" and an 
the fire, Namazi's family said in a wrongfully detained citizens" and calling strike in Amini's hometown of Saqez, in "explosion was heard" from the facility, 
statement to AFP shared by their lawyer for their quick release.Award-winning Kurdistan province, and Mahabad in West the 1500tasvir social media channel, 
that they were "deeply concerned" and dissident Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi Azerbaijan, said 1500tasvir.There had which monitors protests and police 
had not heard from him. and reformist politician Mostafa Tajzadeh been an appeal for a huge turnout for violations, said on Twitter.Chants of 

are also reportedly held at Evin.Rights protests on Saturday under the slogan "Death to the dictator" -- one of the main They urged Iran's authorities to grant him 
groupsreportd protests in solidarity with "The beginning of the end!""We have to slogans of a month-long protest "immediate" means to contact his family 
Evin detainees in Tehran late into the be present in the squares, because the best movement that has flared over the death and to grant him a furlough "as he clearly 
night, after angry demonstrators had VPN these days is the street," activists of Amini -- could be heard in the isn't safe in Evin Prison."The ister of 
taken to streets across Iran on Saturday declared, referring to virtual private background of the video.Amini, 22, died another US citizen held at Evin, 
despite internet cuts.Young women have networks used to skirt  internet on September 16, three days after falling businessman Emad Shargi, said his 
been at the forefront of the current wave of restrictions.At least 108 people have been into a coma following her arrest by Iran's family was "numb with worry" in a 
street protests, the biggest seen in the killed in the Amini protests.notorious morality police over an alleged Twitter post.Australian academic Kylie 

London Barely six weeks after Liz Truss became the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, she seems to be 
clinging to power, as rumours swirl of possible 
rebellion among the Conservative Party members 
(Tories). Truss is boxed in by market turmoil and a 
mutinous Conservative Party, with pundits predicting 
that her days are numbered.On Saturday, “#lettuceliz” 
gained traction on social media as the UK PM became 
the butt of quintessentially British jokes in tabloids- 
most notably by being compared to a head of lettuce by 
both 'The Economist' newspaper and the 'Daily Star'.

You must be wondering what British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss’s political tenure and a wilting head of lettuce 
have in common? Well, they both have an expiration 
date.

It all started when a column titled "The Iceberg Lady" was 
published in the 'The Economist' which dubbed that the 
UK PM's career has the 'shelf life of a lettuce'.Two days 
back, Daily Star, a tabloid, started a live stream on 
YouTube of Liz Truss’s photo next to a lettuce to see 
which one lasts longer, taking the internet by storm. 
Since then the live stream gained more than 3.5 lakh 
followers as people tuned in to see which actually lasts 
longer: Truss's political career or lettuce?On Friday, 
Daily Star asked the readers if they thought the under-
fire prime minister would lose her job before the 
vegetable decayed."Which wet lettuce will last 
longer?," it asked in a Twitter post showing the feed that 
had garnered over 50,000 likes in its first five hours 
online.Truss on Friday fired her finance minister, 
Kwasi Kwarteng, after just 38 days in office. The duo 
have been under mounting pressure to reverse a 
disastrously received economic package that forced the 
Bank of England to intervene in the bond market and 
prompted Conservative Party colleagues to openly 
discuss whether they should be replaced.

The panicked lawmakers are contemplating a leadership 
change. The UK MPs are said to be considering a joint 
team of Rishi Sunak and Penny Mordaunt where the 
former is the prime minister and the latter his deputy. 
The other option is for Penny Mordaunt to take the roles 
of party leader and prime minister with Rishi Sunak as 
Chancellor.

Will Liz Truss outlast a lettuce? UK 
PM becomes the butt of  jokes in 
tabloids

In letter to North Korea's 
Kim, China's Xi calls for 

communication, unity and 
cooperation

Seoul, In a letter to North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un ahead of a historic congress of the 
ruling Chinese Communist Party, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping said it was more 
important than ever that Beijing and 
Pyongyang enhance communication, unity 
and cooperation, North Korea's state media 
reported on Sunday.The letter was in response 
to congratulations Kim sent for the congress, 
which is scheduled to begin on Sunday. Xi is 
poised to win a third five-year term as General 
Secretary of the ruling Communist Party, the 
most powerful job in the country, at the 
congress.Xi expressed willingness to 
strengthen the relationship between China 
and North Korea, and "make a great 
contribution to providing two countries and 
their people with greater happiness and 
defending peace and stability in the region and 
the rest of the world," North Korea state news 
agency KCNA said.The reported expression 
of support comes as North Korea has tested a 
record number of ballistic missiles and has 
made preparations to resume nuclear testing 
for the first time since 2017.North Korea says 

its latest military activities, which have also 
included artillery drills and flights by 
warplanes, are in response to displays of force 
by South Korea and the United States, which 
have staged their own military drills to protest 
the North's tests.When asked on Friday about 
the latest North Korean moves and South 
Korea's reactions, Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning called on all parties 
to prevent the situation from escalating and 
work towards creating the conditions for 
resuming dialogue.

Columbia At least 20 people died and 15 others were 
injured on Saturday morning when a bus overturned 
on the Pan-American Highway in southwestern 
Colombia, said police.The bus was traveling between 
the port city of Tumaco, in the southwestern corner of 
Colombia, and Cali, 200 miles (320 kilometers) to the 
northeast when the incident occurred."Unfortunately, 
we have a toll of 20 people dead," said Captain 
Albertland Agudelo of the Narino traffic police 
department.

Among the injured were a three-year-old girl and an 
eight-year-old boy.Investigators are looking at 
possible "mechanical failures in the brake system," 
Colonel Oscar Lamprea, director of traffic and 
transportation in the area, said. A preliminary report 
said the driver lost control after coming out of a curve 
in a foggy area.

It took rescue workers from the police and fire 
departments nine hours to set the vehicle upright, 
evacuate the injured and recover the dead.

world.A fire broke out on Saturday in Evin prison in 
Iran's capital Tehran, where many political and dual-
national detainees are held, and witnesses reported 
hearing gunfire.Social media footage posted online 
showed flames and smoke billowing from the 
area.Many vehicles could be seen going towards Evin 
prison after the fire was reported in the area.State news 
agency IRNA said eight people were injured in the 
unrest, which erupted after nearly a month of protests 
across Iran over the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-
old Kurdish Iranian woman.

The protests have posed one of the most serious 
challenges to the Islamic Republic since the 1979 
revolution, with demonstrations spreading across the 
country and some people chanting for the death of 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.An Iranian 
judiciary statement said a prison workshop was set on 
fire "after a fight among a number of prisoners 
convicted of financial crimes and theft" appearing to 
suggest that political prisoners were not involved. 
Tehran's fire department told state media the cause of 
the incident was under investigation.The prison, 
located in the foothills at the northern edge of the 
Iranian capital, holds criminal convicts as well as 
political detainees."Roads leading to Evin prison have 
been closed to traffic. There are lots of ambulances 
here," said a witness contacted by Reuters. "Still, we 
can hear gunshots."Another witness said families of 
prisoners had gathered in front of the main prison 
entrance. "I can see fire and smoke. Lots of special 
forces," the witness said.

11 dead, 15 wounded in ‘terror 
attack’ at Russian military training 
ground
 Kyiv, At least 11 people were killed and 15 others were 

injured after gunmen attacked Russian military 
training ground on Saturday, Reuters reported quoting 
the defense ministry. The shootings happened during a 
live-fire training exercise in the Belgorod region.The 
Russian Defense Ministry said two men opened fire at 
volunteer soldiers during a target practice session in 
western Russia, killing 11 of them and wounding 15 
others before being killed themselves. The ministry 
called the incident a terrorist attack.

"During a firearms training session with individuals who 
voluntarily expressed a desire to participate in the 
special military operation (against Ukraine), the 
terrorists opened fire with small arms on the personnel 
of the unit," RIA cited a defense ministry statement as 
saying.The ministry said that the two shooters were 
nationals from a former Soviet republic and had been 
shot dead after the attack.This is seen as another 
setback to Russian President Vladimir Putin who has 
been suffering humiliating defeats.

The assailants opened fire on a group who had 
volunteered to take part in the war, the RIA news 
agency reported. After Putin ordered mobilisation, this 
has caused anger across the country and also triggered 
an exodus of hundreds of thousands of Russians 
unwilling to participate in the war.Russia has lost 
ground in the nearly seven weeks since Ukraine's 
armed forces opened their southern counteroffensive.

At least 20 dead, 15 injured after 
bus overturns in Columbia

Massive fire breaks out at Iran's 
Tehran prison, witnesses report 
firing and gunshots heard
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Muslims chant Hanuman Chalisa at 
Aligarh temple, video goes viral

Kolkata police busts big 
racket, seizes over Rs 2 

crore cash, jewellery
Kolkata The anti-Bank Fraud 

Section of the Kolkata Police’s 
detective department conducted a 
raid in Howrah on Saturday and 
recovered a huge amount of cash 
and jewellery from the car of a 
person accused of cheating and 
forgery. A police source claimed 
over Rs 2 crore had been seized 
inside a car.

Initially, the case of cheating and 
forgery was registered at Hare 
Street police station under section 
of 120B/420/467/468/471 of the 
I P C .  L a t e r,  t h e  d e t e c t i v e  
depar tment  took  over  the  
investigation and the bank fraud 
section conducted the raid last 
night (Saturday).

Prime accused Shailesh Pandey is 
ab scond ing  and  po l i c e  i s  
conducting a search operation to 
nab the accused.According to 
sources, a complaint was submitted 
by the Canara Bank of India. 
Canara Bank authorities noticed 
some suspicious transactions in a 
particular account. The bank 
started monitoring the account. 
Finally, the bank authority 
submi t t ed  a  compla in t  o f  
fraudulent activity at Lalbazar 
police station.The case was 
registered at Hare Street police 
station and the anti bank section of 
detective department started the 
investigation. Huge cash was 
recovered including jewellery and 
diamond from the prime accused's 
car. Search operations are being 
conducted at several places.

Police source claimed that the 
accused opened two accounts with 
Canara Bank at its Narendrapur 
Branch with fictitious documents 
pertaining to one address at 16 
Strand Road in Kolkata in the name 
of two companies and made big 
online transactions.The flow of the 
money was scrutinized and many 
accounts were found.Some initial 
creditors were examined and it has 
been revealed that they had 
transferred money to Canara Bank 
accounts in pursuit of a false 
pretext of some online courses of 
Forex trading.Till now Rs 20 crore 
approx could be blocked in two of 
his accounts.Also, a search 
operation was conducted Saturday 
night under Shibpur Police Station, 
Howrah, at the house of Shailesh 
Pandey. Around two crore cash and 
huge  jewel le ry  have  been  
recovered from the car belonging to 
his brother Arvind Pandey.

Shree Ram'," he said.After the video went 
viral, Mufti Zahid Ali Khan, former head of 
the department of Sunni Theology of 
Aligarh Muslim University and Muslim 
religious leader, said, "Anyone can read 
Hanuman Chalisa if they want to. There is 
no hindrance in it. There is no restriction if 
Hindus or those who call themselves 
Sanatan recite Hanuman Chalisa. However, 
if people from other communities are being 
coerced into doing so, then this is wrong as 
per the Constitution. If anyone is forced to Aligarh. A video of Muslims chanting 
follow the teachings of another religion, Hanuman Chalisa at a temple in Uttar 
then this is wrong according to the Pradesh's Aligarh is making rounds on 
Constitution."social media. District President of Akhil Sena and I have asked people from different "Now, my aim is to make people belonging to Bharatiya Hindu Sena Sachin Verma communities to chant Hanuman Chalisa to other communities recite Hanuman Chalisa in reportedly asked Muslims to recite Hanuman spread awareness about Sanatan Dharma. They Khereshwar Temple in Aligarh," he added.the Chalisa at a temple. In the viral video, half a aren't forced to do so. I have made the people of video has close to 98k views. For the dozen people and a few kids can be seen doing other communities voluntarily recite Hanuman uninitiated, The Hanuman Chalisa is a Hindu the same. Chalisa in Hanuman temple.""Not only have devotional hymn in praise of Lord Hanuman. It Speaking to, Sachin Sharma, said, "I am the they read Hanuman Chalisa, they have also was written by Tulsidas in the Awadhi district president of Akhil Bharatiya Hindu shouted slogans of 'Vande Matram' and 'Jai language.

the district. Abdullah is a JDS municipal about hurling petrol bombs to kill Hindus.The 
corporation member.The duo has been arrested audio clip, which was in Malayalam, revealed  Kodagu Karnataka police have registered a 
and further investigation is underway into the that the accused were conversing about hurling First Information Report (FIR) against two 
matter.A complaint has been filed against petrol bombs at 50 different places at the same people, including a Janata Dal Secular (JDS) 
Musthafa, a member of Madikeri Municipal time to create fear amongst Hindus.municipal corporation member, for allegedly 
Corporation, and Abdullah, a member of Meanwhile, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) plotting the mass killing of people belonging to 
Bettagere Municipal Corporation. The audio have demanded that the case must be handed one particular community and inciting 
conversation released by the complainant over to the National Investigation Agency communal violence. The duo plotted to hurl 
alleged that the two accused were discussing (NIA).petrol bombs and stoke communal passion in 

speech.
Seeing this, Sanjay Nishad, got 

angry and said, "Agar humse 
bada neta ho toh bolo nahi toh 
suno (If you are a bigger 
politician than me, then speak or 
else listen)." The minister then 
threw the mic in anger on the 
stage, prompting the party 
workers and functionaries 
present there to persuade him to 
continue with his speech.

After grabbing the mic again, he 
came down heavily upon the 
workers and said, "Kitna bada 

 Mau Uttar Pradesh Fisheries neta ho? Dusre ke ishare pe chal 
Minister Sanjay Nishad on rahe ho na..barbaad ho jaoge (Are 
Saturday lost his cool while you a politician of high stature? 
addressing his party workers in You are following the footsteps of 
Mau and threw down the mic on someone else..you will be 
the stage. The minister reportedly destroyed). Nishad apparently 
got pissed as the party workers pointed out to one of the party Barbaadi? (What do you want? stage. If you want to listen, then understand first. The program has present at the event were busy w o r k e r s  a n d  c o n t i n u e d ,  Your downfall?)"The minister do. Why are you talking then?" been organised in this flood-chattering among themselves and "Dhirendra, kya chahte ho? further said, "I am speaking on the You can debate later on. Try to affected district by mistake.were not paying attention to his 

'Agar humse bada neta ho...': UP minister 
loses cool, throws down mic on stage

JD(S) member arrested for plotting to hurl petrol 
bombs, stoke communal passions in Karnataka's Kodagu

Gujarat polls: Dalit votes likely to get divided 
among BJP, Cong and AAP, say political observers

I-T dept raids premise 
of  bullion trader in UP’s 
Maharajganj

Thane: A 48-year-old software engineer from 
Maharashtra's Thane city allegedly lost Rs 
6.33 lakh in online dating fraud, police said 
on Sunday. On May 24 this year, the man 
received a message on his mobile phone 
from a number offering online dating. When 
he called up the number, the person on the 
other side identified himself as Deepak and 
asked him to pay Rs 38,200 for creating his 
profile online.

Later, on multiple occasions, the accused made 
the victim allegedly pay a total sum of Rs 
6,33,626 on some pretext or the other, an 
official from Chitalsar police station said 
quoting the man's complaint.

When the accused did not get any response to 
his calls after paying the money, he filed a 
police complaint. Based on the complaint, 
the police registered a case on Friday against 
the accused under provisions of the Indian 
Penal Code and the Information Technology 
Act, the official said that no arrest has been 
made so far. The police are conducting a 
probe into the case, he said.

Chennai A spine-chilling video of a woman 
and her baby cheating death after falling 
from a private bus is going viral on social 
media. The incident took place on a busy 
road in Tamil Nadu’s Cuddalore district. The 
series of events was caught on a nearby 
surveillance camera.

The one-minute viral video shows several 
vehicles plying on a busy road when a 
woman carrying her baby falls from a 
private bus, but they have a miraculous 
escape as the bus makes a stop immediately 
after.The video also shows people rushing to 
help out and asking the woman if she needs 

help.A large number of government and 
private buses ply daily from Cuddalore to 
Panruti and Villupuram. In this case, a 
private bus coming from Panruti towards 
Cuddalore came at high speed near 
Nellikuppam and suddenly braked. A 
woman who was sitting with a child near the 
stairs inside the bus fell down the stairs with 
the child.Based on the CCTV footage, police 
are conducting an inquiry. No official 
complaint has been registered so far.

Atmaram Parmar won the byelection in KHAM (Kshatriya, Harijan, Adivasi, Ahmedabad: At around eight per cent of 
the constituency.Sociologist Gaurang Muslim) strategy could not work as Gujarat's population, Dalits are not a 
Jani claimed Dalits in Gujarat are a polarisation on Hindutva marginalised numerically dominant community in the 
confused community as far as political Dalits further," Jani said.Dalits account for state, but their votes are likely to get divided 
affiliation is concerned. They are just eight per cent of the state's population. among the ruling BJP, opposition Congress 
numerically not as sizable as many other They are normally an absolute minority in and the Aam Aadmi Party in the upcoming 
communities and are divided further into villages. Even in urban areas, their number Assembly elections, say political observers. 
three sub-castes - Vankar, Rohit and is not large in a given pocket, he said. All political parties are trying their best to 
Valmiki."They are divided among "Also, the AAP's strategy to attract Dalits woo the community because apart from 13 
themselves, with the BJP attracting by claiming the legacy of Babasaheb seats (out of the total 182 in the state) 
Vankar, the highest in the stratification. Ambedkar by side-lining Mahatma reserved for the Scheduled Castes, Dalit 
They are more vocal and urban. But Gandhi makes it attractive to the voters can also tilt the scales in a few dozen 
Valmiki, which are mainly sanitation community," he said.The Arvind other seats, they feel. While the BJP says it is benefit the community," he said.The BJP has 
workers, are divided," claimed Jani, a retired Kejriwal-led AAP has already promised a confident Dalits will vote for it in the state been in power for 27 years. In all the 
professor at Gujarat University. The three number of 'guarantees' to the people of the Assembly polls due this year-end, the elections that took place in these 27 years, 
political parties and the three caste segments state if it is voted to power. "I think the Congress says it is paying attention to seats Dalits have equally supported both the BJP 
will lead to a division of the Dalit votes, he voting pattern of Dalit youth will be divided with 10 per cent or more Dalit population. and Congress. The BJP has also taken many 
said."This will lead to their political among the three parties. It will not go to a The BJP has won a majority of the 13 seats initiatives to attract Dalits. Being in power, 
significance diminishing, especially as the single political party. I don't know which reserved for the Scheduled Castes since Dalit leaders were given positions in 
community lacks a strong leader," he added. political party will benefit, but Dalits will 1995. In 2007 and 2012, it won 11 and 10 of different bodies, he said. "Dalits have 
With the new entrant AAP laying claim to not benefit from this," he claimed.these seats, respectively, while Congress enjoyed a long association with the BJP," 
the legacy of Dr B R Ambedkar, the Meanwhile, BJP spokesperson Yagnesh Dave won two and three seats. But in 2017, the Jani said.On the other hand, the Congress 
community's votes are likely to get divided said apart from publicising schemes of the BJP faltered and managed to win only seven could not keep its grip on the Dalit 
three ways, said Jani."The new generation of state and central governments that are meant seats, while the Congress won five. One seat community as it has been out of power for a 
the community is confused...The voting for the community, they are also roping in was won by an independent backed by long period, he said. "Even in the opposition, 
pattern of the youth is going to be divided religious heads of holy places associated Congress. One of the Congress MLAs, it failed to raise their issues as well as it was 
among all three parties. The division will not with the Dalit community like Jhanjharka Pravin Maru from Gadhada, resigned in expected to do. Many Dalit leaders of 
benefit any one political party, nor will it and Rosra.2020 and joined the BJP in 2022. BJP's Congress shifted to the BJP. The party's 

Online dating fraud: 
Man loses Rs 6.33 lakh 
in Maharashtra’s Thane

On Odisha CM Naveen 
Patnaik's 76th birthday, 
BJD plans to propagate 
'Naveenism'
Bhubaneswar: On the occasion of Odisha 

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik's 76th 
birthday, his party Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
wants to spread the values and principles of 
'Naveenism' in the state. The core values of 
'Naveenism' consist of - tolerance, 
"noiseless" hard work, and dedication. 
According to Pranab Prakash Das, general 
secretary of the BJD (organisation), Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik and his party do not 
spend much time sparring verbally with the 
opposition camps. Instead, they speak via 
their actions. "Naveenism is all about 
tolerance, noiseless hard work, and 
dedication. We are not afraid of the BJP or for 
that matter any other political party. The BJD 
believes in talking less and working more; it 
does not engage in war of words with 
opposition leaders," he said.Recently, the 

BJD was criticised by Bhartiya Janta Party 
(BJP) chief J P Nadda when he visited 
Odisha. However, the party refrained from 
any kind of verbal retaliation.The party has 
decided to spread 'Naveenism' across the 
state from October 16, the day Patnaik 
celebrates his 76th birthday. He has been into 
politics for 25 years and held the post of CM 
since 2000. Over the past two decades, he has 
set his own model of governance," the Jajpur 
MLA said.Echoing him, BJD's senior vice-
president and MLA Debi Prasad Mishra said 
party functionaries, before the launch of the 
month-long 'padayatra' on October 2, were 
told to avoid getting provoked by any 
remarks made by the opposition."BJD's 
grassroots-level leaders were also given 
explanations about 'Naveenism'. They were 
asked to focus on development work, 
dedicate their lives to the service of 
humanity," Mishra said.He also claimed that 
Patnaik is the "lone chief minister in India, 
who has been seeking the inclusion of the 
word 'Ahimsa' (non-violence) in the 
Preambles of the Constitution".

In a video that is making 
rounds on social media, UP 
cabinet minister Sanjay 
Nishad threw down his mic 
on stage after losing his 
cool. The minister was 
addressing his party 
workers in Mau district when 
the incident happened.

Two people, including a 
JD(S) municipal 
corporation member, 
have been arrested for 
allegedly plotting to hurl 
petrol bombs and 
inciting communal 
violence in Karnataka's 
Kodagu.

Z In a viral video, Muslims can be 
seen chanting Hanuman Chalisa at 
a temple in Uttar Pradesh's Aligarh. 
District President of Aakhil 
Bharatiya Hindu Sena Sachin 
Verma said that no one was forced 
to chant Hanuman Chalisa.
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EDITORIAL 6

has said that Russia’s victory would be a defeat for The protracted war in Ukraine is set to enter a 
NATO. He needs to remember that NATO’s critical phase as both Russia and NATO are 
expansion agenda was a key flashpoint that getting ready to hold nuclear exercises. Though 
triggered the Russia-Ukraine war. The invasion these drills are an annual affair, they will be 
could have been averted had Russia baiters not subjected to intense scrutiny and suspicion this 
crossed a ‘very important line’ themselves.year amid the backdrop of the ongoing conflict. 

The alliance has said that it would monitor Russia’s NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has 
drills very closely, as it has done for decades. NATO warned Russian President Vladimir Putin that he 
should indeed confine itself to this practice instead would be crossing a ‘very important line’ if he 
of stepping up tensions with its nuclear rhetoric. were to order the use of nuclear weapons in 
With the N-weapons under the organisation’s ambit Ukraine. Stoltenberg has announced that the 
being controlled by the US, the UK and France, NATO drills would go ahead as scheduled 
these three member countries should go all out to because cancelling them would have sent a ‘very 
allay global apprehensions and facilitate de-wrong signal’. He has observed that even the use 
escalation. Neutral nations such as India can do their of a smaller nuclear weapon will be ‘a very 
bit to soothe frayed tempers on both sides. serious thing, fundamentally changing the nature 
Meanwhile, Putin seems to be taking his country of the war in Ukraine, and of course that would could provoke Russia into making a mutually 

and the world towards a disastrous path by refusing to have consequences’. destructive move rather than deterring it from using N-
offer a ceasefire and instead constantly upping the Stoltenberg’s remarks suggest that a retaliatory nuclear weapons. Though Ukraine is not even a member of the 
nuclear ante in a war that looks unwinnable.strike by NATO is not ruled out. This sabre-rattling US-led multilateral organisation, the Secretary-General 

Liberal values are 
absolute

India must secure a better deal in Ladakh

with women. Trust them. Tey, more than men, deserve Apublic debate is going on about women, their 
to be trusted.Fourth, that women need to be given empowerment and their importance in society. There 
space to grow and evolve without being restricted, are multiple analyses and suggestions. Of course, 
constrained and subjected to a level of discipline not women are not perfect or blameless. But the first issue 
applicable to boys and men, who, actually, need a great actually relates to men. How do they look at women? 
deal more of discipline.Fifth, women are to be Do men in India respect women? Do they look at 
supported. They are the weaker sex, physically. They women as wife/ mother/ housekeeper? Do men share a 
are more vulnerable than men, by far. Men need to part in doing domestic duties? Do men look at women 
support women.Sixth, women are ready to meet as sex objects, especially office-going, working 
challenges. There are numerous examples of women women? Do men look at women who drink alcohol, 
facing challenges with success. Men need to recognise even in moderation, or wear western clothes as 
this and stand by them in their times of challenge, women who are not to be respected?Many more 
personal and professional.Seventh, women have questions in this regard could be put to men and the 
courage, just as men do. Courage is not the exclusive true responses may not be what we want or would like 
preserve of men. Physical strength has nothing to do to hear. The first issue regarding ‘women’ is, 
with courage. Attitude of mind and heart determine therefore, ‘men’ and their attitude, their approach, 
courage. Both have it. Perhaps, women more than their conduct towards women.

Men need to change and change drastically to enable men.Eighth, women are different. This is a very 
women to not just survive, but also prosper, hold their important issue to recognise and accept. Men are 
heads high and occupy a position of equality in different from women and men must accept and 
society. This has not been the case till now. Generally, understand that women are different from men. multiply.Separated women, after marriage, would that a woman should be safe and secure?
men slot them into some fixed boxes. The fault starts Different is not worse.Ninth, equality is important, Men operate on double standards. One standard for the have to deal with their own unique difficulties.
from the time the boys are growing up. The Indian boy essential and critical. It starts with equal pay and Divorced women, again, have to deal with issues where, mother and sister, and a different one for the others, 
has a free rein, but the Indian girl has no such freedom. emoluments. There should not be any differentiation in often, they are looked down upon or seen as ‘fair often including the wife in the latter category. How 
She is subjected to strict discipline and, then, ‘given remuneration. It is vital for equality to be serious and game’. It is totally uncalled for.The single parent many young men say to their parents that their sister 
away’ in an arranged marriage, usually based on caste, sincere.Tenth, security and safety of women are woman with a child or children to look after has and they should be subjected to the same rules?
wealth, status, etc. Her happiness is not necessarily the extremely important. The rape scenario is one extreme. 

India has a long way to go insofar as women are another set of problems to cope with.
key issue.There are at least 10 issues which call for Violence, especially, domestic violence, is another 

Then, there are different circumstances for married concerned. Indians have a long way to go. Male 
men to change in regard to women. They are: reference point. Men have to change their ‘physical’ 

women living in a joint family or living separately Indians have the longest way to go.
First, to recognise that a woman can be a friend without approach to women. Women cannot be the objects of 

Women, actually, are more important than men. And, with the husband. Each situation poses a set of 
a physical relationship. That women can be very good violence of any kind. They must be safe, they must be 

women’s values are clearly superior to those of men. challenges that may not all be necessarily the same.
friends, wise, practical and loyal. More so than male secure.These are 10 issues and there would be many 

The young working mother, with a baby, has to face For example, data has shown that women repay their 
friends. Friendship is a key connect. more. And, all women cannot be lumped into one 

multiple dfficulties peculiar to her situation. debts faster than men. It is just one example.
Second, that women must be respected. They deserve group or category.Single women have somewhat 

How many men think of women and all these issues? Time is long overdue for all of us to show respect to 
respect, they command respect. This is a change different issues to deal with; different challenges; 

How many men start from the basic position of respect women, to ensure that they are safe and secure, to 
which needs to become universal in men.Third, that greater insecurity and vulnerability.

for a woman? How many men instinctively want to understand and appreciate their uniqueness and to 
women can be trusted. Friendship and respect are Married women face another set of challenges on the 

support a woman? How many men want, most of all, always recognise that they can be the best of friends.
based on trust and this is a very special way to connect home front and, if they are working, these challenges 

NATO’s sabre-rattling

What is wrong in Iran cannot be right in India. 
Unfortunately, Indian liberals do not realise that 
they are at a historic crossroads — but, yet again, 
they fail to see what is moral, ethical and truly 
liberal. Had the then Congress government not 
enacted a law to impose the will of the regressive 
Muslim clergy over the Supreme Court — and 
thereby, the Constitution — in the Shah Bano 
case, the rise of the Hindutva right would have had 
no middle-class legitimacy. In fact, a large chunk 
of the middle class shifted to the right when it saw 
the Congress bending over backwards to help the 
vote-contractors among the clergy keep Muslim 
voters tightly under its control. Similarly, even 
future generations of liberals will lose their 
legitimacy if they do not denounce the hijab as a 
patriarchal object of control. The liberal values of 
modernity ought to be absolute and universal, not 
selective or communal. And, of course, these 
values cannot be defined by the hatred for PM 
Narendra Modi or the BJP.Sure, the BJP is using 
the hijab for its partisan political reasons, but that 
does not make hijab good or a matter of individual 
choice. The BJP had used the Shah Bano verdict, 
the ban on The Satanic Verses and also triple talaq 
to successfully polarise communities. The BJP 
has been successful because the so-called leftist, 
liberal and centrist parties were wrong. It must be 
understood that ‘we the people’ are not sheep, nor 
opportunistic politicians their Biblical shepherds. 
Muslim identity politics is not an antidote for 
Hindutva identity politics. Our liberals seem to 
have forgotten that Muslim identity politics harks 
back to the colonial ploy to defeat Indian 
nationalism, culminating in the two-nation theory 
and Partition. If the Muslim identity is bigger than 
the Indian identity, there is no sanctity for the idea 
of an inclusive, diverse, Gandhian nation. Muslim 
identity politics has already created Pakistan, now 
it can only help hasten the creation of the Hindu 
rashtra.

The markers of the Muslim identity politics like 
hijab are, of course, not essential practices of 
Islam, for hijab was not worn by a vast majority of 
Muslim women in South India before the advent 
of political Islam. Before Abdul Nazer Madani 
founded Islamic Seva Sangh in 1989 — after 
being banned, it got transformed into People’s 
Democratic Party — I had not seen a single 
Muslim classmate wearing a hijab or niqab or 
burqa in south Kerala, from kindergarten to post-
graduation. But Madani’s organisation — which 
was an aggressive, ideological legatee of the 
Students’ Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) and 
sort of a precursor to the now-banned Popular 
Front of India (PFI) — and its radical politics were 
successful in pushing a majority of Muslim girls 
behind the hijab by the late 1990s or early 2000s. 
This was not their choice. There were news 
reports explaining that the situation was similar in 
coastal Karnataka, from where the ongoing hijab 
controversy and legal case arose.

So, Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia, the learned judge of 
the Supreme Court, has erred in concluding that 
the hijab is a matter of choice. The hijab was not a 
‘permit to go to school’ in a conservative family in 
coastal Karnataka till the Islamists decided so. 
Hence the choice is not that of a school-going 
child, nor is it that of conservative parents, but that 
of the followers of SIMI or Madani or, in this case, 
of PFI. No wonder the almighty leader of political 
Islam, Ayman al-Zawahiri, himself congratulated 
the girl who protested against the school diktat 
and wore the hijab, shouting Allahu Akbar. So, if 
the hijab is good simply because Modi or the BJP 
is opposing it, should it also be good because al-
Zawahiri was supporting it? It is important to 
underscore the universality of women’s rights and 
liberal values — they cannot be held to ransom by 
conservative parents, political parties, religious 
organisations or even governments.

This was a case about which secular intellectuals 
should have made themselves heard, asking for 
the protection of universal, modern values by 
insisting on the removal of all religious symbols 
from the government sphere. Let there be no 
bhoomi pujan by prime ministers, nobody 
sporting a tika in uniform, no sacred threads 
around the wrist while attending to government 
work, no choti and definitely no puja of rocket 
models before a satellite launch. 

THE altered status quo with ‘no LAC’ (replaced by the 
demilitarisation zone or DMZ) represents the new normal 
in Ladakh. The Modi government has not come clean on 
Chinese aggression in Ladakh, reminiscent of how the 
Nehru government hid from the public the illegal road 
China had constructed across Aksai Chin in 1956, till its 
admission in Parliament. The mutual withdrawal from 
Hot Springs last month marked the end for the PLA of the 
disengagement process.

India is playing with a weak hand. When asked last year at a 
press conference why Bangladesh had not voiced support 
for India in its standoff with China in Ladakh, Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen said: “it was not sought”, 
quickly adding “especially after PM Modi’s statement 
‘not an inch of territory was lost’.” What Modi actually 
said was: “China has not intruded into our border, nor has 
any post been taken over by them”. This one statement 
with its clarification has caused irreparable harm to 
India’s repeated urging for the restoration of status quo 
ante of April 2020. It is Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
who has periodically said: “not an inch of territory was 
lost”. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has not 
contradicted the position taken by Modi. Except for the 
US initially, no country came out explicitly condemning 

done the same, mostly on the Indian side of the LAC. The addition, 70 Indian soldiers were wounded and around Chinese aggression.
Chinese have applied the Dragon’s Rule: what is mine is 100 soldiers, including officers, captured by the PLA. For China, the standoff in east Ladakh is over; the border 
mine. What’s yours is also mine. For 40 years, the There was no PLA soldier taken captive.situation is ‘starting to normalise’ and the military strife 

Another casualty from the new normal is PLA preventing undelineated LAC was considered a role model for resulting from the Galwan clash has ended. For India, 
Ladakhi herders from grazing animals on Indian land. border management between India and China. The ‘full normalcy had still not been restored’. That is the new 
The nambardar of Phobrang village, Konchok Stobgais, adherence to 1993, 1996, 2005 and 2013 border protocols normal which is unlikely to change for the foreseeable 
said they had lost access up to 40 km of the Kugrang and agreements had ensured peace and tranquility; even future. A DMZ has been created from Depsang to 
valley. Similarly, Chushul councillor Konchok Stenzin is in the Galwan clash neither side fired a shot. The modus Pangong Tso and China will not discuss the two 
complaining about loss of traditional grazing ground. vivendi of 1988 following the Sumdorong Chu dispute remaining friction points: Depsang and Demchok. 
They are saying that the Indian leadership is being timid when both countries were militarily and economically on Further, it has transformed the border question into one of 
in getting these areas vacated. China, on the other hand, a par. Since then the capability gap has left India limping sovereignty. The Chinese Ambassador in India, Sun 
has used graziers escorted by the PLA in civilian clothes, behind.Weidong, called the disengagement process having 

According to China’s internal deliberations, withdrawal leading to land grab in Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh. In transited to ‘normalised management control’, while 
from friction points Galwan, Hot Springs, Goghra and July 2021, President Xi Jinping visited Tibet’s Nyingtri India said ‘we have certainly not reached that stage.
Pangong Tso (both banks) is a concession to India. prefecture opposite Arunachal Pradesh, even as Chinese For the three Service Chiefs, the benchmark for normalcy is 
Depsang and Demchok are not friction points. fishing vessels mark their presence in the maritime the status quo ante prior to the standoff, reiterated on 
Disengagement is to prevent a repeat of the Galwan clash, domain.Modi, who has met Xi 17 times and is being October 5 by the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal 
especially after the turret-to-turret confrontation between lauded for his ‘this is not the era of war’ warning to VR Chaudhari. Army Chief Gen Manoj Pande has said 
rival tanks below the Kailash ridge. Neither side wants President Putin at the Samarkand SCO summit, that disengagement from two friction points is left. The 
vertical escalation. India was keen that Chinese troops unfortunately missed the opportunity to disarm Xi, who Chief of the Naval Staff, Adm Hari Kumar, says Beijing is 
remove from the North Bank their flag, a huge map of was standing next to him. While the status quo ante of a formidable challenge not just on land but also in the 
China and banners with slogans in Mandarin that were April 2020 is impossible, PM Modi must seek a new maritime domain. Northern Army Commander Lt Gen 
embarrassing for India. modus vivendi that enables India’s equal partnership in Upendra Dwivedi is relying on ‘strategic patience’. In 

Centre for Policy Research’s Sushant Singh, in an essay, an Asian century. Modi and XI are to meet at the G20 March, Jaishankar dodged the question whether he had 
has mentioned that the Galwan clash took place at PP14 summit next month at Bali where he must break the ice raised the issue of restoration of the status quo with his 
where Indian soldiers, who had gone to verify whether and restore summit diplomacy to reach a better deal in visiting counterpart, Wang Yi.
the Chinese had vacated the spot, walked into an ambush Ladakh than what has been arrived at on the ground A piquant situation has been created on the ground. India 
and lost 20 men while four PLA personnel died. In between military commanders.has retreated to areas on its side of the LAC; the PLA has 

US-led alliance should desist from turning up N-heat

Editorial

For China, the standoff  in east Ladakh is over; the border situation is ‘starting to normalise’ and the military strife resulting from the Galwan clash has ended. For 
India, ‘full normalcy had still not been restored’. That is the new normal which is unlikely to change for the foreseeable future. A demilitarisation zone has been 

created from Depsang to Pangong Tso and China will not discuss the two remaining friction points: Depsang and Demchok.

Time men changed attitude towards women
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Samridhi Dewan On Good Bad Girl: 

'We Have Few Female-Led Shows, It's 

Like Hitting Jackpot For Me'

nown for her roles in web shows like The 
Office and Imperfect, Samridhi Dewan 
starred in the recently released web show K

Good Bad Girl. Helmed by Vikas Behl, the 
show’s plot revolves around Samridhi’s 
character Maya Ahuja, a lawyer who is excellent 
at telling lies. In a conversation with News18 
Showsha, Samridhi Dewan talked about her role 
in the show and her experience of working with 
co-star Gul Panang.

On being asked about her experience of shooting 
for Good Bad Girl, the actress shared, “It was 
impossibly amazing. It was the happiest 
experience of my life. It’s very rare for a 
relatively new person to get a part like this. We 
have very less shows which are women-led, and 
literally, all of them are already being led by 
famous actors – whose filmography is massive. 
To get a show like this is like getting a jackpot.”

Samridhi shared that it’s such a unique project, that 
‘nobody would say no to it.’ “At first when I got 
the audition script, and when I read that, the first 
thing which I noticed was – this person was very 
bizarre. The speed of her speech is insane, and 
she is very witty it’s a very fast-paced show 
overall and the writing of it is very interesting 
and different. So I think when you watch the 
show you will know why I said yes to it,” said 
Samridhi.

Samridhi’s Maya is a very smart and cunning girl 
who knows how and when to lie and turn things 
in her favour. Samridhi shared the process of 
adapting to the role and the prep she went 
through.

She shared, “Of course, there was a fair amount of 
preparation that went into it. I assumed that it 
was a comic show and when we categorise it 
we’ll say it’s a dark comedy. But, I thought the 
vibe will be easy on set. Having said that, when I 
got into it and did shoot for a few days, I realised 
that at the end of the day I feel very exhausted – I 
think it’s because of my character Maya – she is 
constantly walking on eggshells. Internally, she 
is trying to dodge a lot of s**t that she has 
brought upon herself. So, you can imagine by 
seeing her that what this person (Maya) is doing 
is ridiculous, or it is so entertaining, but at the 
same time she is going through a lot and if she 
makes one mistake, it could be the end for her. 
So, it’s like walking on eggshells."

Mahesh Babu's New Look 
Leaves His Wife Namrata 

Shirodkar Drooling

ahesh Babu recently visited celebrity 
hairstylist Aalim Hakim for a hairdo 
and his new look has created a massive M

buzz on social media. In the latest photo, the 
Sarileru Neekevvaru star can be seen seated in 
front of a massive mirror clad in a white full-
sleeve t-shirt. Flaunting his messy haircut, 
Mahesh Babu appears to be adjusting the hem of 
his outfit. Meanwhile, in the background, Aalim 
Hakim captures the moment in a mirror selfie. 
While sharing the photograph online, the stylist 
hailed Mahesh Babu as a ‘smoking hot 
superstar’.

It was celebrity hairstylist Aalim Hakim, who 
shared the new look of the actor. Just a day after, 
Mahesh Babu’s wife Namrata Shirodkar 
reshared the celebrity stylist’s social media post 
on her official account as she couldn’t control 
herself from flexing her husband’s new avatar.

The post has amassed over one lakh likes on the 
photo-sharing application. A slew of Mahesh 
Babu’s admirers flooded the comment section of 
the post with multiple red hearts and smiley 
emoticons. A majority of them also lauded the 
actor’s good looks. A user commented, “What a 
handsome this man, god,” another added, “Aaye 
Haye Garmi.” One more wrote, “October heat 
has nothing over Mahesh Babu’s hotness.”

On the professional front, Mahesh Babu last 
shared the screen space with actress Keerthy 
Suresh in the Parasuram directorial Sarkaru 
Vaari Paata. He is currently making headlines 
for the update of his upcoming film SSMB28. 
The forthcoming venture of the superstar marks 
his collaboration with director Trivikram 
Srinivas after a span of 12 years. 

Reportedly, actress Pooja Hegde has been 
recruited to essay the character of the leading 
lady in the film. The shooting of the film has 
already hit the floor but the release date of the 
movie is yet to be announced.

They should be the ones saying and adhuri Dixit had made a 
giving an update. I have no clue about it. I fantastic web debut with The 
have not been informed of anything- Fame Game. The thriller drama M
whether it’s happening or not. So I think series helmed by Bejoy Nambiar and 
the right people to answer are definitely Karishma Kohli also starred Sanjay 
the showrunner as well as the production Kapoor, Manav Kaul, Suhasini Mulay, 
house.”Lakshvir Saran and Muskkaan Jaferi in 

A report earlier had stated that the OTT prominent roles. Post its release, it had 
p la t form Netf l ix  has  been one of the most watched 
thought of scrapping the shows on Netflix. Fans had 
second season for the lack eagerly been awaiting to see 
of good content for the what the second season 
second part. However, the would have in store, since the 
same report also claimed first season ended in a cliff-
that there are chances the hanger.
show would be revived.However, their hopes were 

The Fame Game was about shattered when reports 
superstar Anamika Anand, started doing the rounds that 
played by Madhuri Dixit, the makers have shelved the 
who goes missing all of a second season. Now, during 
sudden. As the search for an exclusive interview, we 

her is on, the problems in her seemingly asked director Bejoy Nambiar about the 
perfect life unravels slowly. Madhuri truth of these reports.
Dixit was recently seen in the Amazon Talking to us, Bejoy refrained from 
Prime film, Maja Ma. Bejoy Nambiar, on commenting on this topic. He simply 
the other hand, recently saw his 2018 replied, “I would not like to comment on 
film, Dobaara, airing on TV for the first it at all because it’s the job of the 
time, on Zindagi channel.showrunners and the production house. 

aran Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash have become one of the 
most adored television couples ever since they left the Bigg KBoss house. Their fans, on the other hand, have been 

eagerly looking forward to their wedding and often go on to ask 
them about the big day. Recently, Karan attended the Lions Gold 
Awards where he bagged a trophy for best Internet Sensation. Post 
the event, an interviewer asked Karan about his personal life and 
engagement rumours with Tejasswi Prakash.

The video, which was shared by Instant Bollywood, begins with 
the paparazzi congratulating Karan on his achievement. He 
then asks him, “Where is Tejasswi?" as she was nowhere to be 
found. Karan replied that she would be there soon. Soon after, 
the interviewer congratulates Karan on his engagement. 
Karan, on the other hand, is perplexed and quips, 
“engagement?" before revealing that it was his birthday, 
not his engagement. Check the video, here.The video 
received several views, likes and comments from social 
media users. Some of the users wished that the 
engagement rumours were true, while some went on to 
congratulate him on his achievement. One of the users 
wrote, “Wish the engagement rumour was true but 
hope for it to be true in the near future”. Another user 
wrote, “Aww. This video is really sweet”. A third one 
commented, “Many congratulations, Karan. Well 
deserved”.This is not the first time the actor and 
Tejasswi have been questioned about their 
wedding. Recently, actor Ranbir Kapoor ran into 
the couple at an event and tried to pull their legs by 
congratulating them. A video from the event 
surfaced, showing Ranbir meeting Tejasswi and 
Karan. He can then be heard congratulating them, but 
Karan cuts him off by saying that they are still not 
married. Ranbir responded that he was supposed to 
change the subject because everyone was still talking 
about his and Alia’s wedding. Later on, Tejasswi 
congratulated him.

In an exclusive interview, director Bejoy Nambiar addressed 
rumours of Madhuri Dixit starrer OTT series Fame Game 

not being revived for a season 2.

 Starrer Fame Game to Not Have Season 2? 
Director Bejoy Nambiar Has This to Say

Are Engaged? 
Latter Finally 

Reacts

Madhuri DixitMadhuri Dixit

Tejasswi 
And 

Karan Karan 

Tejasswi 
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BUSINESS 10

New Delhi Private equity investments million worth of PE investments largest contributors.During January-
through 31 deals.Unlike office September 2022, the office sector in retail real estate space fell 63 per 

cent to USD 303 million during assets, investor interest in retail goes accounted for 55 per cent of all PE 
January-September as investors beyond ajor metros, the consultant i n v e s t m e n t s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
were concerned about possible said.Overall, Knight Frank India warehousing (29 per  cent) ,  
impact of high inflation on said that Indian real estate sector residential (9 per cent), and retail (7 
consumption, according to Knight received PE investments amounting per cent).Mumbai received the 
Frank. to USD 4.2 billion across office, highest investments accounting for 

The private equity investments in warehousing, residential and retail 60 per cent of the total investments 
retail stood at USD 817 million in sectors during January-September in the first nine months of this 
the corresponding period of the last 2022, a drop of 25 per cent from calendar  year,  fol lowed by 
year."Investors avoided the retail USD 5.6 billion registered in 9M Bengaluru with 17 per cent share.
sector due to concerns about the 2021."Rising inflation, higher On asset-wise data, the residential 
potential negative effects a high interest rates, and geopolitical segment received investments worth 
inflation environment would have unrest, all of these contributed to a USD 370 million in January-
on the sector," real estate consultant spike in volatility and slowdown in September 2022, a 63 per cent 
Knight Frank India said in a report private equity (PE) transactions in decline from USD 987 million in the 
' Tr e n d s  i n  P r i v a t e  E q u i t y  2022," the consultant said.In terms year-ago  per iod .  Inves tors '  
Investments in India (9Month of average transaction size, the exercised caution because of rising 
2022).However, the consultant felt sector saw average deals of USD 191 interest rates and increasing 
that the retail sector would continue million during January-September commodity prices.The office sector 
to observe capital commitments 2022, 53 per cent higher than the received investments worth USD 
from investment platforms that average deal size of USD 125 2.3 billion in the first nine months of 
remain bullish on its growth million in the same period in the 2022 as against USD 2.7 billion in 
prospects.Since 2011, the retail real previous year.Foreign private equity the corresponding period of the 
estate has attracted USD 3,944 investors continued to remain the previous year. 

Breaking: PM Modi dedicates 75 Digital Banking 
Units (DBUs) across 75 districts in India

PE investments in retail real estate down 
63% to $303 mn in Jan-Sep: Report

New Delhi 

Kwarteng midway through the gathering - “What we face today is a complex situation 
- and the US Federal Reserve’s dollar- that’s not going to be easily resolved,” 
boosting interest-rate hikes also said Martin Guzman, a former Argentine 
dominated discussions.Members of the finance minister. “I don’t think we’re 
group also sparred over Saudi Arabia’s going to have a proper resolution of that 
decision to lead an OPEC+ oil output cut, crisis until there is an international 
which was seen risky as Europe struggles formal framework for solving the crisis 
with an energy crisis and the US tries to when we’re not going to have it in the 
rein in the hottest inflation in four near future.”The IMF lowered its outlook 
decades.Doug Rediker, a former IMF for global economic growth, warning 
executive board member, noted a lack of that central bank efforts to cool inflation 
high-level engagement from China, the might cause even greater harm. That’s 
second-biggest economy and top creditor because higher rates slow business 
to developing countries, “stymied the activity and hurt the economy, seen as a 

After a week hosting the ability to make actual progress.”“It was necessary trade-off to get prices under happen because everybody would be 
International Monetary Fund’s annual an overall fairly pessimistic week,” he control.“People expect central banks to poorer.” It would be “devastating for low-
gathering of economic leaders, Managing said.Here is a rundown of the key keep pressing the brake until something income and poor emerging markets.”
Director Kristalina Georgieva summed it takeaways:Similar to the IMF’s spring actually breaks in the expansion,” With about 60% of the world’s 75 poorest up for the 190 member countries: “Buckle meetings in April, the G-20 failed to issue economists at JPMorgan Chase & Co. countries already in or at risk of debt up, and keep going.”As the talks ended in a communique given the split on Russia. wrote over the weekend. “The biggest risk distress, finance chiefs ranging from Washington on Saturday, finance remains  a  centra l -bank- induced Russia also prevented the IMF’s advisory Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen to ministers and central bankers seeking to recession.”The Fed’s rate hikes have body from reaching consensus over a joint Zambia’s Situmbeko Musokotwane sustain the world economy’s shaky helped spur a surge in the dollar, which is readout. “I regret very much that due to urged richer nations to do more to help recovery from the pandemic worried punishing other countries by raising the Russia’s blocking any chance of vulnerable ones restructure their debt.Russia’s invasion of Ukraine continues to cost of their imports and driving up their consensus, we don’t have unanimity,” Yellen criticized the slow progress on a G-destabilize Europe and stymies efforts to inflation, setting off their own cycle of said Spanish Economy Minister Nadia 20 initiative to bring creditors from the boost growth.But the stalwarts of the tightening. That left Fed officials hearing Calvino, who chairs the panel.Speaking at Paris Club of traditional rich countries post-World War II global order also took a a constant barrage of concerns from other the same briefing, Georgieva said “the together with China to try to restructure scalding.The UK’s whiplash on tax cuts -- nations about how damaging a strong predominant mood in the room was we the debts of certain low-income countries. which rattled markets and led to the ouster greenback has been, although the US cannot possibly allow fragmentation to China hasn’t participated in the effort.of Chancellor of the Exchequer Kwasi central bank seems set to keep hiking.

Buckle up, and keep going, says IMF chief  
as outlook for world economy dims

banking facilities to people such 
as opening of savings account, 
balance-check, print passbook, 
transfer of funds, investment in 
fixed deposits, loan applications, 
stop-payment instructions for 
cheques issued, apply for 
credit/debit cards, view statement 
of account, pay taxes, pay 
bills.According to the press 
release, DBUs aims to provide 
cost effective, convenient access 
and enhanced digital experience New Delhi: PM Narendra Modi has and spread financial literacy and of banking products and services all launched today 75 Digital Banking customer education on cyber security round the year. Moroever, they will Units (DBUs) in 75 districts across the awareness. The establishment of have the responsibility to spread country in order to promote and DBUs in this fiscal year across the Digital Financial Literacy and special deepen financial inclusion in the country was announced by FM emphasis for customer education on country. DBUs will be brick and Nirmala Sitharaman in her budget cyber security awareness and mortar outlets providing paperless, speech. DBUs are brick and Mortar safeguards.digital banking facilites to customers outlets that provide an array of digital 

Amul, Mother Dairy milk prices up Rs 6 per litre 
this year; Know reason behind the price rise

New Delhi: 

against Rs 31 earlier. Buffalo milk similar to food grain prices. 
prices have been increased from Rs According to reports, the 
63 per litre to Rs 65 per litre. price of wheat per quintal is 

Rs 2,200 while dry fodder Mother Dairy also announced an 
costs Rs 2,000 per quintal. increase in prices of full-cream milk 
The price of mustard oil cake and cow milk by Rs 2 per litre in 
has also almost doubled as it Delhi-NCR and some other markets 
cost Rs 3000 per quintal, up in North India with effect from 
from Rs 1600 per quintal October 16. Mother Dairy's full-
earlier. Rates of green fodder cream price has been revised to Rs 63 
have shot up by over Rs per litre from Rs 61 per litre while the 
20,000 per acre. Wheat straw cow milk rate has been hiked to Rs 55 
or dry fodder which was per litre from Rs 53 per litre. The 

inflation rate stood at 25.54 per cent in around Rs 5-7 per kg is now being sold Punjab State Cooperative Milk 
August 2022. This is the highest in the Milk prices have increased for around Rs 15-16 per kg in many Producers  Federat ion Limited 
past nine years. The fodder prices by Rs 6 per litre this year with the places.(Milkfed), which sells milk products 
directly impact the milk prices and leading milk suppliers Amul and under the Verka brand, has increased Transportation cost: With a rise in petrol 
meat prices as feeding the cattle gets Mother Dairy increasing their prices Rs milk prices by Rs 2 per litre with effect and diesel prices, the cost of 
dearer. If the prices are not increased, 2 each in March, August and October. from today. There are multiple reasons transportation has also increased. The 
it's the farmers who will bear the losses. Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing behind the continuous price rise that transportation cost not only affects milk 
Since farmers spend more on feeding Federation (GCMMF), which markets includes a rise in milk procurement suppliers but also farmers as they shell 
their cattle, the input cost affects their milk under the Amul brand, has hiked costs, increasing fodder prices and more on transporting fodders and 
profit margins. Thus, they increase the the prices of Amul Gold (full cream) rising transportation costs. milk.Amul sells more than 150 lakh 
selling price of raw milk. Amul and and buffalo milk by Rs 2 per litre each litres of milk per day and out of the total Fodder Prices: Fodder prices in the Mother Dairy procure raw milk and across all markets except for Gujarat on quantity, Delhi-NCR accounts for country have risen to a nine-year high process it before packaging.October 15. Now, a litre of Amul Gold nearly 40 lakh litres per day. Mother due to extreme weather conditions that 

According to reports, stubble burning costs Rs 63, up from Rs 61 per litre Dairy sells more than 30 lakh litres per led to crop damage. The wholesale 
also contributes to fodder shortage. For while the 500 ml pack will cost Rs 32 day in the Delhi-NCR market.price index or WPI-based fodder 
the novice, fodder prices are almost 

New Delhi The combined market valuation of six of the 
10 most valued domestic firms eroded by Rs 78,163 
crore last week, with Reliance Industries taking the 
biggest hit.

Last week, the 30-share BSE Sensex declined 271.32 
points or 0.46 per cent.While Reliance Industries, 
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank, HUL, Bajaj Finance and SBI 
saw a drop in their valuation, TCS, HDFC Bank, 
Infosys and HDFC emerged as the gainers.

However, the combined gain of the four firms at Rs 
30,467.03 crore was less than the total loss suffered by 
the six companies.The market valuation of index 
heavyweight Reliance Industries tanked Rs 42,113.47 
crore to reach Rs 16,04,069.19 crore.

Bharti Airtel lost Rs 15,159.81 crore to stand at Rs 
4,26,226.99 crore.The market capitalisation (mcap) of 
ICICI Bank declined by Rs 8,272.37 crore to Rs 
6,06,317.50 crore and that of Hindustan Unilever Ltd 
(HUL) fell by Rs 5,404.06 crore to Rs 6,05,219.47 
crore.Bajaj Finance's valuation dipped Rs 4,268.28 
crore to Rs 4,40,295.38 crore and that of State Bank of 
India (SBI) went lower by Rs 2,945.12 crore to Rs 
4,70,371.66 crore.From the gainers' pack, TCS added 
Rs 11,965 crore, taking its valuation to Rs 11,33,446.05 
crore.Infosys's mcap jumped Rs 9,383.46 crore to reach 
Rs 6,20,254.82 crore.The valuation of HDFC Bank 
climbed Rs 5,792.76 crore to Rs 8,02,686.8 crore and 
that of HDFC advanced Rs 3,325.71 crore to Rs 
4,26,135.93 crore.In the ranking of the most valued 
Indian firms, Reliance Industries retained its top spot, 
followed by TCS, HDFC Bank, Infosys, ICICI Bank, 
HUL, SBI, Bajaj Finance, Bharti Airtel and HDFC.

Six of  top-10 firms lose Rs 
78,163 crore in m-cap; RIL 
biggest drag

Explained: What is Netflix 
new 'Basic with Ads' plan? 

Is it available in India?

New Delhi: Netflix has announced to roll out its 
‘basic with ads’ plan to provide the streaming 
service at a low rate than the standard rates to 
customers. The plan will only work in mobile 
Netflix and ads of a few 15 to 30 seconds will come 
before or during the shows. As of now, the 
company is launching the plan in some selected 
countries, which will later expand to other 
countries depending on the reponse and 
performance, according to Netflix. India isn’t part 
of the selected country list.The new plan, which is 
company’s one of cheapest plans called ‘Basic 
with Ads’ provide streaming service with 
advertisement on their mobile phones. It will price 

around $6.99 per month for customers. Besides, 
the streaming quality is limited upto 720p unlike 
other high-cost plans which provide more higher 
definitions. Netflix said that a limited number of 
shows will not be available in the plan due to 
licensing restrictions.Average 4 to 5 minutes of ads 
per hour will come under the plan. You can’t 
download titles.The company announces to roll 
out the 'Basic with ads' plan in 12 countries in 
November. These are Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mexico, 
Spain, the UK and the US. India isn't part of 
selected 12 countires where the plan will launch in 
November. However, Netflix plans are quite cheap 
in Indian in compare to other geographies. As India 
is a price-sensitive market, Netflix has some of the 
cheapest plans, which go down to $2 USD per 
month. It’s mobile plan cost around Rs 150 per 
month that allows resolution upto 480p, 2-screen, 
and only mobile and tablet. Other plans are Rs 199, 
Rs 499 and Rs 649.

PM Narendra Modi has launched 
today 75 Digital Banking Units 
(DBUs) in 75 districts across the 
country. DBUs will provide digital 
and paperless service to citizens 
haslefree and conveniently and 
promote financial inclusion.

New Delhi:  Stock markets will be guided by the ongoing 
quarterly earnings season and global factors, analysts 
said, adding that foreign fund movement would also 
play a crucial role in dictating the terms.Besides, 
movement of the rupee and trend in international oil 
benchmark Brent crude will also influence trading, they 
added."Market will look for direction from Q2 earnings 
and global cues. This week many financial and cement 
companies will come out with their Q2 results. Global 
markets are quite volatile, which may lead to volatility 
in our market as well," said Santosh Meena, Head of 
Research, Swastika Investmart Ltd.

In terms of global factors, macro numbers from the United 
States and China will be important, Meena said.

Movement of the US bond yields, dollar index and crude 
oil will be other global factors to watch out for, Meena 
added. It will be important to see institutional flows 
from here on."Earnings and global cues will dictate the 
trend this week. First, participants will react to HDFC 
Bank's number in early trade on Monday.

"Going ahead, we have some prominent names like ACC, 
Ultratech Cement, IndusInd Bank, Axis Bank, Asian 
Paints, Bajaj Finance, ITC and Hindustan Unilever who 
will announce their numbers along with several others," 
said Ajit Mishra, VP - Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

HDFC Bank on Saturday reported a 22.30 per cent jump in 
its consolidated net profit for the September quarter at 
Rs 11,125.21 crore, helped by a reduction in money set 
aside for bad loans.Apurva Sheth, Head of Market 
Perspectives, Samco Securities said, "Quarterly results 
of companies will occupy the centre stage. D-street will 
be interested to hear the management commentary 
about future earnings growth trajectory."

According to Meena of Swastika Investmart, the Indian 
equity markets have been in a range for the last three 
weeks.Last week, the Sensex shed 271.32 points or 0.46 
per cent, while the Nifty fell 128.95 points or 0.74 per 
cent.

ED 'completely independent'; 
not used for vindictive 
purpose: Sitharaman

Amul sells more than 150 
lakh litres of  milk per day 
and out of  the total 
quantity, Delhi-NCR 
accounts for nearly 40 
lakh litres per day. 

Here is a rundown of  the key 
takeaways from the annual 
meeting of  the International 
Monetary Fund hosted IMF 
Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva

Earnings, global trends to guide 
stock markets this week: 
Analysts

Washington  The Enforcement Directorate is 
"completely independent" in what it does, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said, refuting 
allegations that it is being used by the government for 
political or vindictive purposes.Speaking at a news 
conference on Saturday towards the end of her trip to 
Washington where she attended the annual meetings of 
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 
Sitharaman denied causing any kind of fear in the 
corporate sector and the civil societies through two of 
its wingsthe Income Tax and the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED).Well, the ED is completely 
independent in what it does and it is an agency which 
follows on predicate offences. The first offence is 
already picked up by any other agency, whether it is a 
Central Bureau of Investigation or any other agency, 
and it is post that the ED comes into the picture, 
Sitharaman said.She dismissed fears that there is any 
malafide intent of using such institutions to go after 
sections of private capital and civil societies.

There is a widely held perception that these institutions 
have been used to go after sections of private capital, 
but also civil society. ED's conviction rate is very low. 
Yet, there is a sense that it's a process, which has 
become very difficult for civil society institutions, 
which have been under investigation. Would you like 
to clarify and reassure think-tank communities about 
the role of ED and IT, the finance minister was asked.

However, Sitharaman said that whatever the ED does is 
after getting proper information and evidence.

The ED doesn't appear anywhere in the first instance. I 
don't want to comment on the individual cases or the 
approach, but certainly, there are instances which are 
so standing out and if the ED goes there it is with some 
prima facie evidence in its hand, Sitharaman said.

The 'Basic with Ads', which is the company’s 
one of cheapest plans, provides streaming 
service with 15 to 30 seconds advertisement 
before or during the shows on the mobile 
devices. It will price around $6.99 per month 
for customers.
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Melbourne England captain 
Jos Buttler has pegged World 
Champions Australia as the 
favourites for the T20 World 
Cup 2022, despite beating the 
Aaron Finch team 2-0 in the 
recently concluded bilateral 
series. Speaking ahead of the 
competition, Buttler said on 
Saturday, 15 October, that 
history has generally given 
advantage to home teams in 
their native conditions.

"I think history tells you that However, with the T20 format being 
generally the host nations are slight unpredictable in nature, they were 
favourites in big tournaments," the knocked out by New Zealand in the 
opener said in a pre-tournament media semi-final fixture.In T20 cricket, one 
conference. person can take the game away from 

"Lots of people have played in Australia in you," the England captain said.
those conditions but of course no one is The England team has had a good 
going to know the conditions or be as preparation ahead of the World Cup, every day, and look forward to starting accustomed to them as the Australian winning back to back series against this competition in the next week," the team and the reigning champions as Pakistan and Australia away from captain concluded.well," he further added.In the last edition home."We've had good preparation. We 

Former champions England begin their bid of the T20 World Cup, Eoin Morgan's look forward to this tournament and don't 
for a second 20-overs World Cup title England came in a as favourites to lift the try and read too much into past 
with a match against Afghanistan in trophy. The team did well in the Super12 tournaments or things," Buttler said."We 
Perth on Oct. 22.stage, defeating other teams at will. try and learn and get better and improve 

Pegula served for the first set as 
Swiatek double-faulted off the 
top of the net. Swiatek found her 
momentum after an hour of 
play's suspension due to rain. 
The Pole took a 3-0 advantage 
and went onto convert her  New Delhi  World number one Iga Swiatek 
second set point with a forehand came from behind to down No.6 Jessica 
and forced the decider.The top Pegula in the San Diego Open semi-finals 
seeded player saved all three in a three-setter 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 on Saturday, 
break points while serving at 2-October 15.The three-time Grand Slam 
all in the third set. She then singles champion Swiatek will play either 
broke Pegula to take a 4-2 lead Danielle Collins or Donna Vekic in the Victoria Azarenka, Maria Sharapova and and wrapped up the match to enter her final as she eyes to clinch her eighth title of Serena Williams.The World No.1 now has ninth final of 2022.the season.Swiatek outlasted Pegula to 23-1 record in the United States this year. Earlier this year, Swiatek reclaimed her win her 63rd match this year, equalling The first set saw three breaks of serve as French Open title after defeating Coco Angelique Kerber's 2016 record for the the momentum kept on shifting from one Gauff in the final. The Pole star won a most WTA Tour victories. The Polish end to another. America's Pegula saved second Grand Slam in 2022 as she player ensured herself to finish off the two break points and levelled the match at clinched her maiden title at the US Open season with more than 10,000 points in the 4-all when the Polish star missed a after defeating Ons Jabeur in New York.WTA Tour rankings after the likes of forehand wide.

Iga Swiatek eyes 8th title of  the season after defeating 
Jessica Pegula in San Diego Open semi-finals

Geelong Namibia all rounder David 
Wiese is confident that they can beat 
Test playing nations. Namibia were a 
surprise package in the 2021 edition of 
the tournament, where they beat all 
odds to reach the Super 12 round. One 
of the driving forces behind that team 
was former South Africa cricketer, 
David Wiese, who has become a globe 
trotter in the twilight of his career in 
franchise tournaments across the 
world.

Speaking about the experience last year, 
Wiese said that it was a fantastic 
learning experience for them, one that 
did their fans proud.

"Last year was a fantastic experience for 
us, you know. Coming into the first 
World Cup and to qualify for the Super 
12 stage, I think for us to be able to do 
that and inspire our fans at home. 12 
months down the line, we are back at it 
again and we have to do it all over 
again. We have had 12 months to 
reflect on what we did last year and I 
think people will not take us as lightly 
as they did. Maybe not the underdog 
tag this year like it was last year and 
that has a little bit of pressure on us 
also to repeat what we did last year," 
he told the official broadcaster.The 
team is taking on Sri Lanka in their 
first group stage game of the 
tournament. While it would be a tough 
challenge to take on the Asia Cup 2022 
winners, Wiese believes that Namibia 
have to believe in their own 
abilities."It's time to show that we are 
not a one tournament wonder team. 
Hopefully we will be successful 
again," the player said.Wiese is the 
only Namibian player at the moment 
who plays franchise leagues across the 
year. The player spoke about the 
learnings from different players and 
coaches and felt that in a couple of 
years, a few more Namibians will start 
plying their trade with teams across 
the world.

"I am fortunate to be playing almost 12 
months of the year, coming from The 
Hundred to the CPL and then over 
here. It has been good, I enjoy playing 
different tournaments, you get to 
know different conditions, different 
coaches, different players and that just 
improves you as a player the whole 
time," he concluded the interview.

Friday.In spite of the little training BHUBANESWAR: The dream is over. 
attained and very little match time apart With one match still to go in their group-
from an exposure trip to Spain and the stage campaign, the Indian team has 
SAFF U18 Championships here, the girls bowed out of the FIFA U17 Women’s 
did bring the game to Morocco in the first World Cup, without a point earned or even 
50 minutes. But the first goal, early in the a goal scored so far.But was it even an 
second half, dealt a blow to their attainable or realistic dream to expect the 
confidence that they could not recover Indian girls to go further in a competition 
from.After the match, some of the Indian that they qualified for only by virtue of 
players, too, acknowledged the creeping being the hosts? And to add to that, the 
up of nerves for the team after that goal. squad only had months to prepare for their 
It’s not hard to understand that since the first international competition, which also 
Indians have been playing without a happens to be the biggest competition in 
m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  c o a c h  o r  the world for the agegroup. The frustration 
psychologist, even though a sexual abuse and disappointment in the voice of India 
allegation on their Spain trip had claimed coach Thomas Dennerby — a veteran in 
the job of the then assistant coach Alex the world of women’s football — at the 
Ambrose.To put it in perspective, every press conference after his wards’ 0-3 
team at the FIFA competition is equipped defeat to Morocco on Friday, said it all.
with staff on that front with Germany “It’s painful. It’s always painful to leave a 
coming with a conditioning team that World Cup after the group stage,” 
exceeded their allowance for the same.Dennerby said while later pronouncing, “I correction.While the government and the Morocco, five or six of the girls are 

But the 16 or 17-year-olds with inadequate would say that football is a sport of All India Football Federation (AIFF) playing in good academies in France, two 
skillfulness and we have a little bit more to preparation donning the Indian jersey worked hard in retaining the hosting rights in the Netherlands, one in Belgium and so 
do. That’s the truth.”While the history of were given no such support as they were for the premier women’s tournament, on. They are already playing for really 
women’s football around the world is left to fend for themselves amidst the AIFF showed no intent or vision in good academy teams and have been 
steeped in negligence and discrimination, expectations of a billion-strong nation. working towards a good show from the training for many years. And we had these 
the “little bit more to do” for India is in host country who were to play the best in five months to catch up with them,” the The result is for all to see.reality a long list of missteps that needs the world.“If you look at the team list for coach pointed out of their opposition on 

A u s t r a l i a  t o  w i n  t h e  
Commonwealth Games gold 
medal.Melbourne Renegades 
coach Simon Helmot said that the 
management would monitor 
Harmanpreet's workload when 
she arrives in Australia.Obviously, 
she's heavy into the Asia Cup at 
the moment so hopefully as soon 
as that finishes she can jump on a 
plane and come and join us up in 
Mackay or in fact, in Adelaide," 
Helmot told ESPNcricinfo. "So 
that's when we expect her. I'm 
expecting her to miss the first two 
matches, and then we'll have to 
check how she's feeling and how 
she's going."

"She's played a heck of a lot of 
cricket recently. But having had a 
few messages over WhatsApp 

 New Delhi  India captain Harmanpreet overseas replacement player. The India winning note as they defeated Strikers by with her in recent times she's really 
Kaur will miss the start of the Women's captain will miss the opening two four wickets in Mackay. excited about coming back. She had an 
Big Bash League (WBBL) owing to matches of the Renegades.Harmanpreet Workload management has become a awesome time [last season]. She was 
international duties, her club Melbourne captained India in the Women's Asia Cup major issue for top cricketers, with player of the series and she was such an 
Renegades stated. final just 24 hours before Melbourne Harmanpreet's India teammate Smriti important player, not just runs but 15 

Renegades opened their campaign Harmanpreet, who led India to clinch its Mandhana withdrawing from the WBBL wickets as well, and her support and 
against Adelaide Strikers in the WBBL. seventh title at the Asia Cup, will be while Australia captain Meg Lanning is leadership for Soph [Molineux]."
Renegades started off their season on the replaced by England's Eve Jones as an on indefinite break since guiding 

FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup: Rude awakening for Indian girls

 New Delhi   India fast bowler Mohammed 
Siraj arrived in Brisbane to join the Rohit 
Sharma-led team ahead of the T20 World 
Cup.

Siraj was added to the list of standby players 
after Jasprit Bumrah was ruled out of the 15-
member squad owing to back issue. 
Mohammed Shami, who was originally 
named as travelling reserve, was promoted 
to the main squad as Bumrah's replacement.

The BCCI had also added Shardul Thakur to 
standby players list after travelling reserve 
Deepak Chahar suffered an injury during the 
T20I series against South Africa. Chahar 
sustained stiffness in his back in the third 
and final T20I against South Africa earlier 
this month.India's other two standby players 
for the T20 World Cup are Shreyas Iyer and 
Ravi Bishnoi, who recently played in India's 
2-1 ODI series win over South Africa.Siraj 
was considered as favourite to replace 
Bumrah in India's 15-member T20 World 
Cup squad following his impressive spells 
against South Africa. As a like-for-like 
replacement, Siraj last month came in place 
of Bumrah in India's T20I squad during the 
three-match series against South Africa.

Siraj, who has only played six T20Is for India, 
returned with the figures of 3/38 and 2/17 in 
the second and third ODI against South 
Africa.Rohit Sharma's India will begin its 
T20 World Cup campaign against Pakistan 
on October 23 in Melbourne. The arch-
rivals recently clashed twice at the Asia 
Cup, with India winning the first match by 
five wickets before Pakistan bouncing back 
in the next with a five-wicket win.We 
understand the importance of the game 
(India vs Pakistan).

Women's Big Bash League: Harmanpreet Kaur to miss 
start of the tournament due to international duties

Jos Buttler pegs Australia as favourites for T20 World 
Cup: Hosts are slightly ahead in big tournaments

 New Delhi  India captain Rohit Sharma, made 
the day memorable for a young 11-year-old 
Drushil Sharma, inviting him into the T20 
World Cup nets. Sharma, spotted the young 
kid bowling in the stadium and called him 
into the Indian team's dressing room and 
asked him to bowl to him in the nets.The 11-
year-old left arm pacer, in a video shared by 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
website shared his experience of meeting the 
Indian captain and said that it his favourite 
ball to bowl was an inswinging yorker and an 
outswinger.

Sharma asked the kid, if he would like to travel 
to India and play for the national team. 
Drushil, who wants to become a professional 
cricketer one day, said that he does not know 
when he will get to travel to India.The BCCI 
shared a short feature on their website, 
capturing the day in a eartwarming video.

Speaking to the website, an excited Drushil 
narrated how his day went at the WACA, 
Perth.Rohit Sharma saw me and he told me to 
bowl," Drushil said."We arrived at the 
WACA for our afternoon practice session 
and the kids were wrapping up their morning 
event. As soon as we entered out dressing 
room, we saw 100-odd kids playing and 
enjoying cricket. There was one young kid 
who caught everyone's eye and Rohit was the 
first one to identify the kid," India team 
analyst Hari Prasad Mohan said in a video.

Dream come true for 11-year-old 
Drushil Chauhan after he bowls to 
Rohit Sharma in T20 World Cup 
nets

 New Delhi  Tennis stars Gael Monfils and 
Elina announced the birth of their first 
child, welcoming a baby girl to their family.

Olympic bronze medalist Svitolina shared the 
news and also revealed the name of the 
child via social media on Sunday morning. 
"What a night !!! Ladies and gentlemen, 
please give a warm welcome to Skai 
Monfils. Can’t thanks enough my husband 
to live thru this unforgettable moment with 
me," she tweeted.The Frenchman Monfils, 
a former top 10 ATP pro, added: "I had the 
most amazing night of my life, which ended 
with the most beautiful gift around 6:00Am. 
Elina was strong and brave. I can t thx 
enough my wife and God for this special 
moment. Welcome to the world my little 
princess SKAI.The two-time Grand Slam 
singles semi-finalist Svitolina from 
Ukraine the two-time major singles semi-
finalist Monfils married in July 2021. On 
May 15, 2022, the couple announced that 
they were expecting their first child 
together.Monfils competed at the 2022 
Australian Open, where he lost to Italian 
Matteo Berrettini in a thrilling five-setter in 
the quarter-finals. The Frenchman 
remained absent in the following three 
Grand Slam events.Svitolina, too, played at 
the 2022 Australian Open. The Ukrainian 
star crashed out in the third round after a 
straight-sets defeat at the hands of Victoria 
Azarenka.

Fellow tennis player Dannil Medvedev also 
announced that he has become a father for 
the first time after his wife Daria gave birth 
to a baby girl on October 14. Medvedev 
married his girlfriend Daria Chernyshkova 
in Moscow on September 12, 2018.

The 22-time Grand Slam singles champion 
Rafael Nadal, too, became a father for the 
first time after his wife Maria Francisca 
Perello gave birth to a baby boy earlier this 
month. The Spaniard thanked his fans for 
their loving messages and said that 
everyone is happy and well.

T20 World Cup: It’s time to show 
we are not a one tournament 

wonder, says Namibia all-rounder 
David Wiese

Iga Swiatek defeated Jessica 
Pegula in San Diego Open 
semi-finals

Gael Monfils and Elina Svitolina 
announce birth of  their first 
child, reveal name of  baby girl

T20 World Cup: Mohammed Siraj 
lands in Brisbane to join India 
squad as standby player

T20 World Cup: Australia 
are favourites to lift the 
much awaited world 
tournament, feels 
England captain Jos 
Buttler. He talks about 
the unpredictability of the 
T20I format and the 
team's preparations 
coming into the 
tournament.

ZHarmanpreet Kaur will 
miss Melbourne 
Renegades' opening two 
matches at WBBL

ZRenegades coach Simon 
Helmot said that he will 
monitor Harmanpreet's 
workload

ZHarmanpreet captained 
India to clinch seventh 
Women's Asia Cup title
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New Delhi: Former DU professor GN concerned, the brain is more placing Saibaba under house arrest. 
Saibaba's release was stayed by the dangerous, and direct involvement is The top court declined to entertain a 
Supreme Court on Saturday. The top not necessary. Basant said, "How brain house arrest request.The bench said it 
court suspended the Bombay High is involved here...". The bench replied was just suspending the high court`s 
Court's order on the ex-professor's that it is a general observation, not with judgment and order and the accused 
release in a UAPA case. In its respect to this specific case.Saibaba's can file a bail application. "We will 
judgment, the Supreme Court said that counsel submitted that he was arrested issue a notice for final disposal. It is in 
as far as terrorist or Maoist activities in 2015, for over 7 years he has been everybody`s interest that the outcome 
are concerned, the brain is more under custody, except for the brief must be known at the earliest," said the 
dangerous, and direct involvement is period where he was given bail on top court, and scheduled the matter for 
not necessary. The Bombay High medical grounds.The top court said it is further hearing on December 8.
Court gave the order merely on the finding fault with the high court for not The bench also formulated questions of 
basis of an invalid and irregular entering the merits of the case and law for determination, which included 
sanction and failed to evaluate the instead finding a shortcut to decide the a case where the trial court convicted 
merits of the case, according to a bench matter. Basant said the court must see the accused on appreciation of 
made up of justices M.R. Shah and his client`s medical condition, as he evidence, whether the appellate court 
Bela M. Trivedi. Senior advocate R. suffers 90 percent disability owing to is justified to overturn the order on 
Basant, representing Saibaba, said that post-polio paralysis.Basant said his grounds of sanction alone.The 
he could at maximum be accused of client did not abuse any of the Maharashtra government, which was 
being ideologically inclined and as a conditions imposed while granting represented by the Solicitor General 
"brain" according to the prosecution, bail, and if the court thinks, he can be Tushar Mehta, said the high court 
but there is nothing to show his even ordered to be placed under house decided the entire matter on the point 
involvement.The bench said that as far arrest. Maharashtra government of sanction alone without adverting to 
as terrorist or Maoist activities are vehemently opposed the request for the evidence. 

NEWS BOX

UP man arrested for stabbing 
transgender, her partner in Delhi

'Brain is more dangerous, direct involvement 
not...': SC during hearing in GN Saibaba case

New Delhi to "prepare files for regularisation of Several sanitation workers, who 
Swachchta  Sainiks  engaged on launched an indefinite strike on Friday to 
compassionate grounds from April 1, press their demands for regularisation of 
2003 onwards. The files complete in all services and payment of their salaries and 
respect on year-wise basis, starting from arrears ahead of Diwali, called off the 
April 1, 2003, are to be submitted to strike on Saturday after officials from the 
DEMS (HQ) on an urgent basis," read the Municipal Corporation of Delhi assured 
MCD statement.that their demands would be met.The 

municipal corporation’s move comes Also, regularisation of substitute or daily 
after garbage was seen piled up or strewn wage safai karamcharis of the years 1998 
across the road in several localities of the and 2000, payment of bonus to all Group-
Capital as the strike by the sanitation D employees, and "revocation of 
workers entered its second day on condition of FR-17" has been agreed to, 
Saturday. President of the All Karamchari the statement said.According to the FR-
Union Core Committee Sant Lal 17 clause, a staff will get the benefits of 
Chawaria had warned that the strike regular  posts  from the day of 
would continue and would intensify next regularisation in the civic body, and no 
week if their demands were not arrears. But if FR-17 is removed, the staff 
met.According to Chawaria, there are will get arrears too, explained Prakash.
more than 15,000 sanitation workers many sanitation workers are set to benefit According to a statement issued by the Chawaria called off the strike of the 
awaiting regularisation of their service from these steps, Prakash claimed about Municipal Corporation of Delhi, it has sanitation workers following assurances 
for more than 20 years. The sanitation 10,000 such workers will benefit in the decided to regularise the substitute or from the civic body.Listing the benefits 
employees did not get their Diwali bonus next few months. "About 7,500 workers daily wager safai karamcharis (sanitation meted out to the sanitation workers in the 
for the last three years and their one- will stand to benefit in the 1998-2000 workers) of years 1998 and 2000 as well last couple of months, the statement of the 
month salary is also pending.Municipal bracket," he said.On Saturday, offer as the substitute or daily wager safai municipal corporation said, “...the MCD 
Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti, former letters for regularisation of services were karamcharis engaged on compassionate has already regularized 187 Swachchta 
mayor of the erstwhile North Municipal distributed among 12 daily wage grounds since April 1, 2003. Besides, all Sainiks in recent months. It has 
Corporation Jai Prakash and other senior sanitation workers in the presence of zonal deputy commissioners have also established dedicated OPD in its 10 
officials held marathon meetings with the former mayor Jai Prakash, Sant Lal been asked to "process files for hospitals for medical treatment of 
representatives of the union for the past Chawaria and other municipal office-regularisation of left out cases from April Swachhta Sainiks and many closed 
two days and agreed to act upon a host of bearers.On October 14, the MCD had 1, 1994, to March 31, 1998," the dhalaos are being converted as rest 
their grievances. ordered all zonal deputy commissioners statement said.On being asked as to how rooms/shelters for Swachchta Sainiks.”

Delhi sanitation workers call off strike after 
civic body agrees to regularise their services

New Delhi  received information from the A transgender and 
hospital that Gudu died during her partner were attacked by 

a 35-year-old man at the the course of treatment. 
former's residence falling in Subsequently, a case was 
the jurisdiction of Paharganj registered against Anil and 
police station in Delhi on investigation was taken up.
October 14. During interrogation, Anil 

Around 12:30pm on the fateful revealed that in 2020, he came 
day,  Paharganj  pol ice  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
received a call at their police transgender and started living 
control room about an attack t o g e t h e r .  L a t e r ,  t h e  
on a transgender. Assistant transgender took Rs 40,000 
sub- inspec tor  Manjee t  from him and left him to stay 

her and her partner, identified as Gudu, i m m e d i a t e l y  r u s h e d  t o  t h e  with Gudu. Anil was furious and often 
with a knife.While the transgender transgender's residence with a police threatened the transgender with dire 
sustained an injury to her back, Gudu team. On reaching the spot, police consequences.
was grievously injured in the neck. A found blood all over the floor. On On October 14, he came to the 
neighbour rushed both of them to the inquiring, a lady informed them that a transgender's residence and forced her 
hospital and the police team man named Anil, a resident of to return his money. The argument 
apprehended Anil from the crime spot. Farrukhabad in Uttar Pradesh, came to snowballed and Anil attacked both the 
A forensic team was called and the the transgender's house and attacked transgender and Gudu with a knife.
exhibits were collected.Later, police 

7 dead including 5 kids as 
boat capsizes in Bihar’s 
Katihar

New Delhi The Deputy Speaker of the Chhattisgarh 
Legislative Assembly Manoj Mandavi passed away in 
the early hours on Sunday due to a heart attack.

His health started deteriorating around 4 am on Sunday 
at his residence in Chhattisgarh’s Charama village. He 
was taken to a nearby hospital in the village initially. 
But he was soon referred to a hospital in Raipur after 
his health deteriorated further.

However, he died on his way to the hospital.
Manoj Mandavi became an 

MLA for the first time in 
1998. He was then 
elected again from 
Bhanupratappur in 2013 
and 2018. He was made 
Deputy Speaker of the 
Chhattisgarh Legislative 
A s s e m b l y  i n  
2019.Chhattisgarh Chief 
M i n i s t e r  B h u p e s h  
Baghel has offered his 
condolences on the 
sudden demise of the 
three-time Congress 
M L A a n d  D e p u t y  

Speaker Manoj Singh Mandavi.He called his death an 
“irreparable loss."The last rites of Mandavi will be 
performed in Nathiya Nawagaon in Kanker.

Chhattisgarh 
Assembly Deputy 
Speaker Manoj 
Mandavi dies of heart 
attack

Why be a slave to English 
language?': Shivraj Chouhan 

hails Hindi version of  medical 
education books

New Delhi: Ahead of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s launch of MBBS textbooks in Hindi 
today in Madhya Pradesh, the state’s Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan had praised the 
Home Minister for this move and said that today, 
October 16, 2022, will be written in history in 
golden letters as the central government is taking 
aggressive steps to change the Hindi language’s 
status quo in India. He also said that he would try 
to make education completely free from English 
and make learning primarily based in the Hindi 
language.

In a first, the BJP-led Madhya Pradesh government 
have prepared the entire MBBS course books in 
Hindi which have been launched today by Amit 
Shah. MP CM said that they have prepared these 
books for the bright students who could not learn 
English and hence could not showcase their 
talent to the world. He said that this is a proud 
moment for his government and said that this day 
would be written in golden letters in history.

Stressing on India’s ‘colonial’ mindset, Chouhan 
asked why should Indians be a slave to English 
language. He also gave examples of foreign 
countries like China, Japan, Germany, Russia 
and France and stated that if they can study and 
express their talents in order to reach their higher 
potential in their national language, India also 
can.“Why do we have to be a slave to English 
language? If Chinese, Japanese, Germans, 
Russians, French can study & express their 
talents in their own respective languages & reach 
high positions then why can't our children do 
that,” MP CM said.

Rear seat belt: Why do we give it a miss 
and how the rule can be put into place

satirist and actor Jaspal Bhatti lost his life in backdrop, the pertinent question is: Will seat belt.New Delhi, Former Tata Sons’ Chairman 
a car accident, the issue of rear seat belts Mumbai be able to implement the rule Cyrus Mistry’s death in a car crash in HOW TO IMPLEMENT
reared its head. But it was found that when effectively? Or will it be reduced to a paper Maharashtra’s Palghar on September 4 First and foremost, the police should be 
the authorities had not even been able to tiger?stirred a renewed debate on buckling up equipped with body cameras that can 
enforce the seat belt rule for drivers, how even if one is not at the wheel. TAKING TOLL catch rear seat belt offenders. More 
would they do so for the rear seat On October 14 (Friday), the Mumbai traffic India is notorious for road fatalities and many mobile police units – including cops on 
passengers? So, the debate shifted back to police made the wearing of seat belts occur for not fastening the seat belts. As per bikers – are needed, which can keep a 
seat belt for drivers. In 2014, once again a compulsory for all car passengers, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways c o n s t a n t  v i g i l  o v e r  t h e  
lot of noise was raised for rear seat belts including those sitting in the rear seats, report, 15,146 deaths occurred in 2020 due motorists.According to a study by 
after Union minister Gopinath Munde’s car from November 1. Motorists driving to not wearning seat belts -- 7,810 were SaveLIFE Foundation recently, less than 1 
was hit by another motorist. Following this, vehicles that don’t have seat belts in the drivers and 7,336 passengers. Even when per cent of people in India use rear seat Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) 
the Motor Vehicles Act was overhauled and front and rear seats will be fined. The authorities check vehicles for adherence of belts. Around 37.8 per cent surveyed did revealed that rear seat passengers who do 
there were drastic changes made in 2019. notification comes as per the Motor rules, they are only bothered if the driver is not even know that there is a law regarding not wear seat belts are eight times more 
With Mistry’s death, the focus is back on Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019, under wearing a seat belt. Rear seat passengers it and 23.9 per cent of people were not likely to suffer injuries than those who 
rear seat belts.Section 194 (b) (1). The Union Ministry of hardly figure on their radar. People also aware that such seat belts existed. buckle up. In case of an impact due to a 

Despite the amendments and stringent rules Road, Transport and Highway has issued have a wrong notion that if an accident Therefore, awareness about the necessity collision, it prevents one from being 
in place, the Delhi traffic police reportedly draft rules making it mandatory for car happens, it would impact the front seat of seat belts and the fallout of not buckling ejected from one’s seat and reduces the 
challenged only 43 people for not wearing makers to install seat belt alarms in all seats occupants more than the rear ones. Also, in up should be raised among the masses, and severity of injuries. And if you thought that 
rear seat belts in 2021. They claim they of cars – irrespective of size.It was in 2005 an effort to put covers on the seats, they it should start in school.The Ministry of an airbag alone is enough, you are 
can’t monitor all the vehicles manually. that wearing seat belts was made forget that rear seat belts are a casualty.It is Road Transport and Highways has already blissfully mistaken. When the unrestrained 
Also, they say the multiple surveillance and mandatory. However, there has been little common knowledge that fatality and issued standards for seat belts and alert occupant strikes the airbag with huge force, 
traffic cameras can’t catch the offenders compliance and lax enforcement since the critical injury can be reduced by 50% if one systems on not wearing seat belts that need there’s little chance of escaping unhurt. 
seated at the back. Against such a rule was imposed. In 2012, when popular wears a seat belt. A study by US’ Insurance to be followed by the manufacturers. Despite this, we ignore the importance of a 

Punjab ex-minister 
Sunder Sham Arora 
arrested for offering Rs 50 
lakh bribe
New Delhi A girl student set herself on fire in 

Jharkhand’s Jamshedpur after being forced to remove 
her clothes by a teacher suspecting her of cheating in an 
exam.

The class 9 student was taken to a nearby hospital after 
the incident and is currently in a critical condition.

According to a police officer, the teacher suspected that 
the student might be carrying paper chits in her 
uniform.The student, in her statement, said that the 
teacher humiliated her and made her remove her 
clothes in a room adjacent to the classroom to check if 
she was hiding the chits in the uniform, despite 
resisting strongly, the police official said.

A complaint has been filed against the teacher and the 
matter was being looked into, the officer added.The 
student’s mother, in her statement, said that she set 
herself on fire shortly after coming back from school as 
she couldn’t bear the humiliation.“The minister 
initially offered to pay Rs 1 crore for it. He offered to 
pay Rs 50 lakh as the first installment and the remaining 
amount later,” the chief director saidA trap was laid for 
the minister after Sharma brought it to the notice of his 
seniors. Arora was arrested when he tried to handover a 
bag containing Rs 50 lakh cash, Kumar said.

New Delhi, As many as six people died after a boat 
capsized in Bihar’s Katihar district on Sunday. The 
deceased included four children.

A total of 10 people, including farmers, labourers and 
children were on the boat. The boat suddenly capsized 
in the Brandi River near Marghiya village of Barari 
police station area on Sunday. While three people 
saved their lives by swimming to the shore, seven 
died.Divers have recovered all the seven bodies. 
Divers and the SDRF team recovered all the bodies. It 
is being told all the people on the boat were residents 
of Paswan Tola of Marghiya village.All the people 
onboard the boat were returning home after working 
in their fields.Zilla Parishad Gun Sagar Paswan told 
India Today, “The farmers were bringing paddy from 
their field on a boat because there is no other means of 
transportation from the field to this place. The river is 
on both sides of the field.
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