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Social media platforms turning into potent instruments in
‘toolkit’ of terror groups, Jaishankar says at UN meet in Delhi

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, October 29: India on Saturday pitched
for concerted global efforts to stop possible misuse of
new technologies such as encrypted messag-
ing and crypto-currency by “non-state actors”,
and cautioned that the social media platforms
had turned into potent instruments in the
"toolkit" of terror groups. In an address at a
special meeting of the UN Security Council's
Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC),
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said
terrorist groups, their "ideological fellow-trav-
ellers" and "lone-wolf" attackers had signifi-
cantly enhanced capabilities by gaining access
to the new technologies. He said the counter-
terror sanction regime of the United Nations
had been effective to put countries on notice
that turned terrorism into a "state-funded
enterprise", seen as an apparent reference to
Pakistan. Representatives from all 15 mem-
ber-nations of the UN Security Council are
attending the second day's meeting that is tak-
ing place in Delhi. The first day's events were held in
Mumbai. Reaffirming India's commitment to combat
terrorism, the external affairs minister also
announced that New Delhi would make a voluntary
contribution of half a million dollars in the UN Trust

Fund for Counter-Terrorism this year. In his remarks,
Jaishankar said the technological innovations of the
past two decades have been transformative in the way
the world functions and the new and emerging tech-

nologies -- from virtual private networks, and encrypt-
ed messaging services to block-chain and virtual cur-
rencies -- are offering a very promising future for a
wide array of economic and social benefits. However,
he said there is a flip side to it, especially where ter-
rorism is concerned. "These very technologies have

also thrown up new challenges for the governments
and regulatory bodies due to their potential vulnera-
bility for misuse by non-state actors, given the very
nature of some of these technologies and the nascent

regulatory environment," Jaishankar said. "In
recent years, terrorist groups, their ideological
fellow-travellers, particularly in open and liberal
societies and 'lone-wolf' attackers have signifi-
cantly enhanced their capabilities by gaining
access to these technologies," he added. The
external affairs minister said these forces use
technology and money, and most importantly,
the ethos of open societies, to attack freedom,
tolerance and progress. "Internet and social
media platforms have turned into potent instru-
ments in the toolkit of terrorist and militant
groups for spreading propaganda, radicalisa-
tion and conspiracy theories aimed at destabil-
ising societies," he said. "Another add-on to the
existing worries for governments around the
world is the use of unmanned aerial systems by
terrorist groups and organised criminal net-

works," he said. Jaishankar noted that the "misuse" of
these unmanned aerial platforms for nefarious pur-
poses by terrorist groups such as delivery of weapons
and explosives and to carry out targeted attacks have
become an "imminent danger". "They are, therefore,
a challenge for security agencies worldwide. 

‘Loot ki chhoot’: Himachal Congress releases
chargesheet against Jai Ram Thakur government

Naresh Malhotra

Shimla, October 29: Releasing its
chargesheet “Loot ki choot” against the BJP
regime, Congress today said it would set up a
commission of inquiry into all government
recruitments made by Jai Ram government,
once the party assumes power. The Congress
today released a 23-page chargesheet, highlight-
ing the acts of omission and commission during
the five year BJP rule. The Congress while
releasing the document said the chargesheet
can be summed up as “bhajpa ke teen bhai—
berozgari, bhrashtachar, mehngai.” “The man-
ner in which there have been gross irregularities
in appointments made by both the HP Public
Service Commission (HPPSC)  and the Staff
Selection Board at Hamirpur, Congress has
decided to constitute a commission of inquiry to
probe all such recruitment,” said  CLP Leader
Mukesh Agnihotri on the occasion of release of
chargesheet against the BJP regime. Agnihotri
also announced that on return to power,
Congress would review all the decisions taken
by the BJP regime in the last six months. “Police

constable recruitment exam question papers
have been sold for Rs six to eight lakhs but those

responsible for it are either sitting in the secre-
tariat or in the police headquarter,” he said,
adding that people from outside Himachal were

given jobs and papers had been leaked twice in
case of police constables and JEs. “While

Virbhadra is known as vikas wale CM, Shanta
Kumar as pani wale CM and PK Dhumal as sad-
kon wale CM, Jai Ram will go down in history of

Himachal as naukri bechne wale CM,” the CLP
leader alleged. He said all jobs were concentrat-
ed in two assembly segments, in an oblique ref-
erence to Seraj, the CM’s segment and
Dharampur, the constituency of Jal Shakti
Minister Mahender Singh. He said an inquiry
will be ordered into purchase of water pipes for
Rs 2200 crore, now lying dumped all over the
state. The CLP leader lashed out at the BJP
regime for misusing public money from govern-
ment exchequer to fund BJP propaganda in the
name of Amrit Mahotsav. “The bill of over Rs 500
crore spent on holding rallies of PM Modi, cen-
tral ministers and CM from the government
exchequer will be sent to the BJP as precious
government money cannot be spent on party
campaign,” win elections to be able to change
the corrupt system,” remarked Sukhu. Sukhu
said the BJP regime is being remote controlled
by the Centre. He added that Congress will hon-
our all the guarantees like Rs 1500 per month to
women, OPS for government employees will be
restored and 60,000 vacant government posts
will be filled and Rs 680 crores soft loans will be
given for setting up start-ups.

AAP to declare CM face for Gujarat Assembly polls
on Nov 4, seeks public opinion to decide candidate

TST Correpondent

Surat, October 29: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Saturday said his Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) would announce on
November 4 the name of its chief
ministerial face for the upcoming
Gujarat Assembly elections on the
basis of the opinion given by the
people of the state. Addressing a
press conference, the AAP's
national convener urged people to
contact the party through SMS,
WhatsApp, voice mail and e-mail
to give their views about who
should be the CM candidate from
the party. He said there is an
atmosphere of change in Gujarat
and people believe that AAP is
going to form the government in
the state. "Today, I would like to ask
the people of Gujarat as to who they
want to see as the next CM of
Gujarat. To know the opinion of the
public, we are releasing a number –

63570 00360. You can send SMS,
WhatsApp messages, and leave voice
messages. We are also releasing e-
mail - aapnocm@gmail.com,"
Kejriwal said. He said people could
give their choice in four ways - SMS,

WhatsApp, voice mail or e-mail till 5
pm on November 3. "We will
announce the result on November
4," he said. Kejriwal also targeted the
ruling BJP for replacing former chief
minister Vijay Rupani with

Bhupendra Patel, and said it was
done without asking the people of
the state. He said that by removing
Rupani from the post, the BJP admit-
ted that there was something wrong
and that he had shortcomings. "Was

he removed because he was
corrupt or inefficient? Why
was he removed? He was
removed a year ago. When
Rupani was brought in, they
did not ask the public. They
keep changing the chief minis-
ter without asking the public,"
the AAP leader said. Such a
practice is not followed in AAP,
where the party asks people to
decide as to who they want to
see as their chief minister, he
added. "During the Punjab

elections, we had asked people as to
who should be the next chief minis-
ter. People named Bhagwant Mann
by a huge majority. And as per the
wishes of the public, we announced
his name," Kejriwal said. 

Ahead of Assembly polls, Gujarat govt decides to form
committee for Uniform Civil Code implementation

Sanjay Kumar

Ahmedabad, October 29: The Gujarat
government has decided to form a com-
mittee to implement the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), it said on Saturday. The
decision was taken at a cabinet meet-
ing which could be the last meeting
under the present BJP government
as Assembly elections are expected
to be announced in the state by the
next week. Gujarat Minister of State
for Home Harsh Sanghavi and Union
minister Parshottam Rupala
informed the reporters about the
decision. "The committee will be
headed by a retired High Court
judge and have three to four mem-
bers. Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel has been given powers by the
cabinet to select members of the
committee," Rupala said. The committee
will be formed before the model code of
conduct for elections comes into force, he

added. Sanghavi said the decision was
taken as per the provisions of Article 44 of
Part 4 of the Constitution which expects
the state government to apply common
law for all citizens. "This is a historic deci-
sion by Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel.

Our government has honoured the wish
of common people as well as BJP workers
to have such a code," Sanghavi said.
Rupala asserted that the proposed UCC

will not violate the fundamental rights
guaranteed under the Constitution. The
Hindu Marriage Act and Muslim person-
al laws will be covered under the UCC as
these laws are not part of the
Constitution, the Union minister added.

"We do not intend to override the fun-
damental rights of the people. UCC is
about resolving discrepancies which
arise in civil disputes, such as wife or
daughter's claim on husband or
father's property. We had received
many representations from people
about such issues," said Rupala. The
decision had nothing to do with the
coming Assembly polls, he claimed,
and dismissed the criticism by the
opposition that the ruling BJP was try-
ing to polarize Hindu votes by promis-
ing UCC. The committee will evaluate

various aspects related to the UCC and
submit its report, based on which the
state government will take a final decision
about its implementation, Rupala said.

‘Those whose national leadership is
on bail…’: BJP hits out at Congress
for issuing ‘chargesheet’ against Jai

Ram Thakur govt in Himachal
Shimla, October 29: Hours after Congress issued a

“chargesheet” against against Jai Ram Thakur-led BJP
government in poll-bound Himachal Pradesh, Union
minister Anurag Thakur on Saturday said, “Those
whose national leadership is on bail have no moral
right to issue chargesheet against others.” Union
Minister Anurag Thakur addresses a press conference
in Shimla, on Saturday, October 29 , 2022. PTI The BJP
leader added that the “double engine government” has
taken all necessary steps for the all-round develop-

ment of Himachal Pradesh and it is necessary for the
BJP government to come to power again to carry for-
ward the pace of development. The Union minister
said the power of double engine government is visible
in every sector. He also lashed out at Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, calling him “a symbol of
anarchy”. The Union minister of information and
broadcasting was responding to a query during his
press conference regarding Kejriwal’s appeal to incor-
porate images of Goddess Lakshmi and Lord Ganesha
on currency notes. “Arvind Kejriwal who used to
oppose (construction of a grand) Ram temple is a sym-
bol of anarchy. He does fake talking.

Two women, 10-year-old child killed in 
hit-and-run in Mohali’s Jhanjheri village

Mohali, October 29: An unidentified speeding
vehicle hit two young women and a child to death in
Jhanjheri village near Landran in the wee hours today.
Around 12:30am, roadside eatery worker heard a
loud noise of a vehicle hitting something. When he
came out, he saw victims on the road and the vehicle
fleeing the spot. Cops said one woman fell on one side
of the road while the other woman and the child,
around 10 years of age, fell on the other side. The
straight stretch of road sees high speed vehicular
movement. Majaat SHO Kamal Taneja said, “In the
initial investigation, it appears to be a hit-and-run
case. Blood-stained bodies were found on the road.
There are blood stains on the road also. We have
questioned people present at the spot. 

New Delhi, October 29: A layer of
pungent haze lingered over Delhi on
Saturday morning as the city's air quali-
ty neared the "severe" zone amid
adverse meteorological conditions -- low
temperatures and calm winds -- and an
increase in incidents of stubble burning
in Punjab. Thick layer of smog in Delhi
as stubble burning increasing in Punjab
on Saturday.Tribune photo: Mukesh
Aggarwal The overall Air Quality Index
(AQI) of Delhi stood at 396 at 10 am,
worsening from 357 at 4 pm on Friday. It
was 354 on Thursday, 271 on
Wednesday, 302 on Tuesday and 312 on
Monday (Diwali). Anand Vihar (AQI
454) was the most polluted place in the
capital. Wazirpur (439), Narela (423),
Ashok Vihar (428), Vivek Vihar (427)
and Jahangirpuri (438) were among the
monitoring stations that recorded
"severe" air quality. The air quality in the
neighbouring cities of Ghaziabad (381),
Noida (392), Greater Noida (398),
Gurugram (360) and Faridabad (391)
also inched closer to the "severe" cate-
gory. An AQI between zero and 50 is
considered "good", 51 and 100 "satisfac-
tory", 101 and 200 "moderate", 201 and

300 "poor", 301 and 400 "very poor", and
401 and 500 "severe". According to the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the concentration of lung-dam-
aging fine particles known as PM2.5
was above 400 micrograms per cubic
metre at 10 am, around seven times the
safe limit of 60 micrograms per cubic
metre, in many areas. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said
calm winds prevailed at night. Moderate
wind speed (up to 8 kmph) is predicted
during the day, it added. In cold condi-
tions, pollutants are trapped close to the
ground because of low mixing height --
the vertical height in which pollutants
are suspended in the air. SAFAR, a fore-
casting agency under the Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences, predicted
that the share of stubble burning in
Delhi's pollution is likely to increase in
the coming days. The contribution of
stubble burning to Delhi's PM2.5 pollu-
tion has so far remained low (up to 7 per
cent) due to a prolonged rain spell in
early October and slow transport-level
winds which were not strong enough to
carry smoke from farm fires to the
national capital. 

Vande Bharat train rams
into cattle in Gujarat; third

incident this month
Mumbai, October 29: The Mumbai-Gandhinagar

Vande Bharat Superfast Express rammed into cattle
near Atul station in Gujarat on Saturday morning,
causing a delay of 20 minutes in reaching its destina-
tion, a railway official said. Railway sources said the
incident left the train's front panel damaged and also
dented the underbelly equipment of its first coach.
This is the third such incident involving this semi-high
speed train so far this month.  The incident occurred
around 8.20 am, the official said. The train rammed
into the cattle that came on to the track near Atul rail-
way station. The train was stranded for nearly about 20
minutes due to the incident, before it resumed its jour-
ney towards Gandhinagar, he said. "The train did not
suffer any operational damage. It resumed further
journey in 20 minutes," said Sumit Thakur, chief pub-
lic relations officer of Western Railway, adding that all
the passengers onboard the train were safe. On
October 6, four buffaloes were killed after being hit by
this train on its way to Gandhinagar from Mumbai
between Vatva and Maninagar railway stations in
Gujarat. Its nose panel had to be replaced overnight
due to the damage. In the second such incident that
occurred the next day (October 7), the train had hit a
cow near Anand in Gujarat while on its way to
Mumbai. 

Amendment of intermediary
guidelines aimed at protection

of online users: IT minister
New Delhi, October 29: IT Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw has said the latest amend-
ment of intermediary guidelines is focused
on protection of online users. The comment
came as the government on Friday notified
new rules under which it will set up appel-
late panels to settle grievances that users
may have against decisions of social media
platforms like Twitter and Facebook on
hosting contentious content. The three-
member Grievance Appellate Committee(s)
will be set in three months, according to the
gazette notification. Soon after the tweaks in
IT rules were notified on Friday, Vaishnaw
said, “The focus of the amendment of inter-
mediary guidelines is on the protection of
online users. “The law of the land is
supreme. Intermediary to ensure accessibil-
ity of its services to all users and respect
their rights under the Constitution of India,”
he noted. According to the latest amend-
ments, the appellate committees will be able
to review content moderation and other
decisions of social media companies such as
Meta and Twitter.

Delhi's air 'unbreathable',
AQI reaches 'severe' mark as 

stubble-burning increases in Punjab

New IT rules to put greater
obligations on social media platforms

to act against unlawful content,
misinformation, says IT minister
New Delhi, October 29: IT Minister of State Rajeev

Chandrasekhar on Saturday said the latest amendment
of IT rules would put more definite due diligence obliga-
tions on social media companies to make efforts that no
unlawful content or misinformation is posted on their
platforms. The government on Friday notified rules
under which it would set up appellate panels to redress
grievances that users might have against decisions of
social media platforms like Twitter and Facebook on
hosting contentious content. On the formation of three-
member Grievance Appellate Committees (GACs), the
minister said the move was necessitated as the govern-
ment is aware of lakhs of messages from citizens where
grievances were not responded to by social media firms
despite complaints. "That is not acceptable,"
Chandrasekhar said at a briefing. He said the govern-
ment wants social media companies to work as partners
to ensure the interests of 'digital nagriks' are ensured.
"The obligations of intermediaries earlier was limited to
notifying users of rules but now there will be much more
definite obligations on platforms. Intermediaries have to
make efforts that no unlawful content is posted on plat-
form," he said. In a strong message to big tech compa-
nies, the minister asserted that community guidelines of
platforms, whether they are headquartered in the US or
Europe, cannot contradict constitutional rights of Indians
when such platforms operate in India. 
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address key challenges Washington: US President 
such as climate change, the Joe Biden will attend next 
g l o b a l  i m p a c t  o f  month's COP27 United 
(President  Vladimir)  Nations climate summit in 
Putin's war on Ukraine, Egypt, the White House said 
including on energy and Friday, vowing he would 
f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  "highlight the need for the 
affordability, and a range world to act.
of other priorities," the "The COP27 conference will 
White House said.US once more seek to boost 
officials have said Biden global efforts to slow the 
has no intention to meet cl imate cr is is  that  is  
Putin at the G20 summit, i n t e n s i f y i n g  n a t u r a l  
even if Putin attends.Biden disasters, from wildfires to 
has also no plans to meet severe storms.
with Saudi Crown Prince Biden will "advance the global 

Framework Convention on Climate Mohammed bin Salman at climate fight and help the most 
Change, in the Red Sea resort town of the G20, with US-Saudi relations under vulnerable build resilience to climate 
Sharm el-Sheikh.Biden will be at the new strain over Riyadh's recent support impacts, and he will highlight the need 
summit on November 11, before for oil production cuts.COP26 last year for the world to act in this decisive 
heading to Cambodia for the annual ended with a pledge to keep global decade," the White House said in a 
US-ASEAN summit and then on to warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius over statement.Egypt is to host the 27th 
Indonesia for a G20 summit. pre-industrial levels -- a goal the world Conference of the Parties to the UN 

is set to miss."He will work with G20 partners to 

NEWS BOX

NASA's Lucy Mission Snaps Stunning Views 
Of  Earth And Moon On Its Way To Jupiter

Joe Biden To Attend COP27 Climate 
Summit Next Month In Egypt: White House

homicide, assault with a deadly weapon, positions on social media, including San Francisco: An intruder attacked the 
burglary and other felonies."Mr. Pelosi conspiracy theories about Covid-19, one husband of US House Speaker Nancy 
was admitted to Zuckerberg San o f  the  o ff i ce r s  to ld  the  da i ly  Pelosi with a hammer, fracturing his 
Francisco General Hospital where he newspaper.With less than two weeks to go skull, after breaking into their 
underwent successful surgery to repair a before the crucial US midterm elections, California home on Friday in search of 
skull fracture and serious injuries to his members of both parties have sounded the her.
right arm and hands," the speaker's alarm about the potential for political Paul Pelosi was "attacked at home by an 
spokesman added.Nancy Pelosi -- who is violence.According to the Capitol Police assailant who acted with force, and 
second in line to the presidency -- and the in Washington, threats against lawmakers threatened his life while demanding to 
couple's five children were reported to be have more than doubled since 2017 to see the speaker," Pelosi spokesman 
returning to San Francisco to be by his nearly 10,000 in 2021.Members of both Drew Hammill said.Paul Pelosi, 82 -- 
side.President Joe Biden called the parties rallied to support Pelosi on social who underwent surgery and is 
Democrat, also 82, to express his support media, with several suggesting the assault recovering in hospital -- was at home 
over the "horrible attack" and was was the inevitable result of an increase in alone, as his wife was working in little further detail.US media, citing 

praying for her husband, the White House v io lent  pol i t ica l  rhe tor ic .Adam Washington. family sources, said the intruder told Paul 
said."He is... very glad that a full recovery Kinzinger, a Republican member of the San Francisco police said officers found the Pelosi he was going to tie him up and wait 
is expected. The president continues to House committee investigating the assailant at the couple's home just before for the speaker to get home.The victim 
condemn all violence, and asks that the January 2021 attack on the US Capitol, 2:30 am (0930 GMT), where he and Paul managed to dial 911 while the man was 
family's desire for privacy be respected," blamed conspiracy theories spread by Pelosi were scuffling over a hammer. distracted, according to an account given 
Biden's press secretary Karine Jean- Donald Trump and his far-right followers to cable network MSNBC.Local media "The suspect pulled the hammer away from 
Pierre said in a statement.The intruder for radicalizing some supporters."I want had earlier reported that the intruder Mr. Pelosi and violently assaulted him 
broke in through a sliding-glass door, The to be clear: when you convince people shouted "Where's Nancy?" during the with it," San Francisco police chief Bill 
Wall Street Journal reported, citing that politicians are rigging elections, assault but police told reporters a motive Scott told reporters.He named the 
unnamed law enforcement officers, drink babies' blood, etc, you will get had not yet been determined.Scott said assailant as 42-year-old David Depape 
leaving him with wounds to the head and violence. This must be rejected," he said Depape would be charged with attempted but declined to take questions and offered 
body.He has taken extreme right-wing of Friday's attack.

Attacker Was Looking For Nancy Pelosi 
When He Hit Her Husband: Report

while Lucy was between W O R L D . N A S A ' s  L u c y  
the Earth and the moon, probe, a mission to a group of 
approximately 160,000 asteroids near Jupiter, flew 
miles (260,000km) from past Earth on October 16 and 
the moon, so it showed a took some stunning photos of 
perspective familiar to our planet and the moon 
Earth-based observers. before retreating to deep 

space. Earlier this week, the NASA's Lucy probe was 
American space agency launched in 2021. It is the 
released the images Lucy's first mission to the Jupiter 
cameras took of the Earth and Trojan asteroids - two 
Moon as it passed as close as swarms of space rocks that 
224 miles (approximately share the giant planet's 
361 kilometres) to Earth - orbit. This month's flyby 
lower than the orbit of the was the first of three such 

kilometres) away from Lucy. International Space Station manoeuvres the spacecraft will use to 
The second picture snapped on October (ISS). The first of the two Earth get up to speed to visit the Jupiter 

15 is a close-up shot of the Earth, images, snapped by Lucy on October Trojans. As per NASA, the spacecraft 
taken at a distance of roughly 380,000 13, highlighted the incredible will be performing another close buzz 
(620,000km). In the image, Hadar, distance between the Earth and the of our planet in 2024 before finally 
Ethiopia - which is home to the 3.2 moon. As per NASA's (National heading out into deep space. On its 
million-year-old human ancestor A e r o n a u t i c s  a n d  S p a c e  12-year journey, Lucy will fly by a 
fossil - is visible on the left-most edge Administration) press release, at the record-breaking number of asteroids 
of the planet. time, the two bodies sitting at the and survey their diversity, looking for 

opposite edges of the frame were clues to better understand the Lucy also took pictures of the moon on 
about 890,000 miles (1.4 million formation of the solar system.October 16. The images were taken 

Elon Musk's Twitter Roils With Hate 
Speech As Trolls Test New Limits

any concrete or substantial changes to WORLD.In the wake of Elon Musk The flood of speech underlines the 
Twitter's moderation policies. Still, on buying Twitter Inc., a tide of slurs and difficulty Musk faces in fulfilling 
Friday, some conservative politicians and racist memes swelled on the platform, his promise to restore people's 
pundits saw the platform coming into his sparking concern that the site is ability to speak freely while 
ownership as a symbolic win.entering an era of hateful speech. managing the palatability of the 

platform for advertisers, to whom "FREEDOM OF SPEECH!!!!" posted Rep. Twitter has long wrestled with how to 
he pledged in a letter Thursday Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Republican enforce content policies fairly on its 
that Twitter would not spiral into a from Georgia, from her official Twitter platform in order to appease the 
"free-for-all hellscape" under his account on Thursday evening, minutes advertisers, users and powerful world 
leadership. Musk has repeatedly after news of Musk's acquisition of leaders that use its service. But as 
opposed Twitter's enforcement Twitter broke. Greene's personal account Musk, a self-styled "free speech 
strategies, such as banning some was permanently banned by Twitter absolutist," took over ownership of the 
h i g h - p r o f i l e  a c c o u n t s  earlier this year for repeated violations of company, some conservative officials, 
permanently. its Covid-19 misinformation policies. partisan extremists and conspiracy 

control of Twitter, online trolls began "Just wait until tomorrow," she said in peddlers saw reason to celebrate the Musk tweeted that Twitter will form a 
encouraging each other to push the another tweet one minute later.On Friday, change. content-moderation council that includes 
boundaries on Twitter. Greene tweeted, simply: "We are "widely diverse viewpoints." Major It seems like this is a group of people who 

"Unfortunately, this spike in hateful winning." The congresswoman gained at decisions on content and account think the rules magically changed as soon 
language is entirely predictable," said least 40,492 new followers in the hours reinstatement are on hold until the group as he signed on the dotted line," said Katie 
Tromble, who has studied Twitter for since Musk took over Twitter, according is convened, he said.Harbath, the chief executive officer and 
years. "For most of these trolls, it's a to a Bloomberg analysis.Rep. Jim Jordan, founder of Anchor Change and former Though Musk has already fired four Twitter 
game. But for others, including certain a Republican of Ohio, also cheered public policy director at Facebook. executives, including Vijaya Gadde, the 
political influencers, saying hateful, Musk's takeover of Twitter with a post on company's head of legal, policy and trust, Dr. Rebekah Tromble, director of the 
outlandish things helps them increase Friday morning: "Free speech. Liberal who headed up a team that made Institute for Data, Democracy, and 
their audience and make money. And they tears." He gained at least 40,419 decisions on permanently banning certain Pol i t ics  a t  George  Washington 
see this as a golden opportunity to gain followers in the same timeframe, high-profile accounts, he has yet to make University, said as soon as Musk took 
even more attention." according to Bloomberg's analysis.

WORLD.Meta Platforms Inc said on Friday it has fixed 
the issue that was preventing users from accessing its 
social media platforms.

"Earlier today, a configuration change caused some people 
to have trouble accessing our products," a Meta 
spokesperson said.More than 11,000 users across 
Instagram, Facebook and Messenger had reported issues 
with accessing the apps, sending messages and logging 
into their accounts, according to outage tracking website 
Downdetector.com.Meta's messaging app WhatsApp 
had faced a global outage just earlier this week, which 
was later resolved.Downdetector tracks outages by 
collating status reports from several sources including 
user-submitted errors on its platform. The outage may be 
affecting a larger number of users.

Meta's Instagram, Other Social 
Media Apps Back Up After Outage

One in Ten Older 
Americans Have 

Dementia, Says Study

WORLD. Dementia is becoming more prevalent 
among the elderly in the United States, according 
to the first nationally representative study of 
cognitive impairment in more than 20 years. 
According to a study published Monday in The 
Journal of the American Medical Association, 
dementia affects one in every ten Americans aged 
65 and older, with the rate being much higher for 
black and Hispanic people.

By taking into account factors such as age, 
education, ethnicity, gender, and race, the 
research was able to calculate the prevalence of 
dementia and moderate cognitive impairment.

Another 22% of participants in the study, which 
was conducted by academics from the University 
of Michigan and Columbia University, had mild 
cognitive.

 impairment.According to CNN, the results showed 
older adults who self-identified as black or 
African American were more likely to have 
dementia, while those who identified as Hispanic 
were more likely to suffer from mild cognitive 
impairment. People who had less than a high 
school education were more likely to have both 
conditions.

Lead study author Dr Jennifer Manly said in a 
statement, "Dementia research in general has 
largely focused on college-educated people who 
are racialized as white."

Dr Manly, a neuropsychology professor at 
Columbia University's Gertrude H. Sergievsky 
Center and Taub Institute for Research on 
Alzheimer's Disease and the Aging Brain, further 
said, "This study is representative of the 
population of older adults and includes groups 
that have been historically excluded from 
dementia research but are at higher risk of 
developing cognitive impairment because of 
structural racism and income inequality,".

Netherlands: Hannah Goslar, one of Anne Frank's best 
friends who like her was held in the Bergen-Belsen 
Nazi concentration camp during World War II, died on 
Friday aged 93, the Anne Frank Foundation said.

Frank, a young Jewish girl who died aged 15 in the 
Bergen-Belsen camp, is known worldwide for her 
powerful diary written between 1942 and 
1944.Goslar was born in 1928. Her family fled Nazi 
Germany in 1933 and settled in Amsterdam, where 
she met Frank at school.The two girls lost touch in 
1942 when the Frank family went into hiding to 
escape the Nazis.Goslar and her family were arrested 
by the Gestapo in 1943 and deported to Bergen-
Belsen the following year.There, she met Frank again 
in February 1945, just before her friend's death.

Goslar and her sister Gabi were the only members of 
their family to survive.Goslar later emigrated to 
Jerusalem, where she married Walter Pick. The couple 
had three children, 11 grandchildren and more 31 
great-grandchildren."This is my answer to Hitler," 
G o s l a r  u s e d  t o  s a y,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
foundation."Hannah, or Hanneli as Anne called her in 
her diary, was one of Anne Frank's best friends; they 
had known each other since kindergarten," the 
organisation said on its website."Hannah shared her 
memories of their friendship and the Holocaust into 
old age," it said.

She believed everyone should know what happened to 
her and her friend Anne after the last diary entry. No 
matter how terrible the story."

4 Million Ukrainians Hit By Power 
Cuts After Russian Strikes On 
Energy Facilities: Zelensky

At least 42 dead in flash floods, 
landslides in south Philippines

Where is Nancy': Man was searching 
for US Speaker before assault on 
her husband

Holocaust Survivor Hannah Goslar, 
Friend Of  Anne Frank, Dies At 93

Kyiv: About four million people across Ukraine are 
being affected by rolling power cuts caused by 
Russia's air strikes on the country's electricity 
infrastructure, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said Friday.

As of this time, many cities and regions of our country 
use stabilization blackout schedules..." he said in his 
evening address. "We are doing everything so that the 
state has the opportunity to reduce such blackouts."

 UPDATED.Flash floods and landslides set off by 
torrential rains swamped a southern Philippine province, 
killing at least 42 people, leaving 16 others missing and 
trapping some residents on their roofs, officials said 
Friday.Most of the victims were swept away by 
rampaging floodwaters and drowned or were hit by 
debris-filled mudslides in three towns in hard-hit 
Maguindanao province, said Naguib Sinarimbo, the 
interior minister for a five-province Muslim autonomous 
region run by former guerrillas.The unusually intense 
rains were triggered by Tropical Storm Nalgae, which 
was expected to slam into the country’s eastern coast 
from the Pacific Ocean on Saturday, forecasters said.The 
stormy weather prompted the coast guard to prohibit sea 
travel in dangerously rough seas as millions of Filipinos 
planned to travel over a long weekend to visit the tombs 
of relatives and for family reunions on All Saints’ Day in 
the largely Roman Catholic nation.“The amount of 
rainwater that came down overnight was unusually 
(heavy) and flowed down mountainsides and swelled 
rivers,” Sinarimbo told The Associated Press by 
telephone.“I hope the casualty numbers won’t rise 
further but there are still a few communities we haven’t 
reached,” Sinarimbo said, adding the rains had eased 
since Friday.

WORLD. Where is Nancy? Where is Nancy? The 
intruder shouted minutes before violently assaulting 
US Speaker Nancy Pelosi's husband with a hammer at 
the couple's California home early on Friday.

A 42-year-old man, identified as David DePape, broke 
into the house searching for the Democratic leader. 
When the police arrived, Depape was thrashing Paul 
Pelosi with a hammer before being arrested by the 
police.

Speaker Pelosi, who was in Washington at the time of the 
attack, arrived in San Francisco late Friday and went 
straight to the hospital where her 82-year-old husband 
is being treated for injuries. Paul Pelosi underwent 
surgery to repair a skull fracture and serious injuries to 
his right arm and hands, AP reported. His doctors 
expect a full recovery.

According to police, the assault was not a random act and 
it was intentional. The attack on US Speaker's husband 
came just 11 days ahead of the midterm elections. It 
also carried echoes of the January 6 insurrection at the 
Capitol when rioters chanted menacingly for the 
Speaker as they rampaged through the halls trying to 
halt certification of Joe Biden’s victory over Donald 
Trump.Nancy Pelosi, who is second in line of 
succession to the president, has been criticised heavily 
in campaign ads by Republicans and fringe groups this 
election cycle. Her protective security detail was with 
her in Washington at the time of Friday’s attack in 
California.

New Delhi, Sunday, 30 October, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES



STATE 5

NEWS BOX

Teen Consumes Poison After Boyfriend 
Refuses To Meet. Her Friends Follow

Isro hot-tests CE-20 engine 
for GSLV-Mk3 to be used 
for next OneWeb launch

BENGALURU: The Indian Space 
Research Organisation (Isro) has 
successfully carried out the flight 
acceptance hot test of a CE-20 
engine for a duration of 25 seconds 
in its high altitude test facility 
Mahendragiri.

The test happened on Friday. This 
engine is earmarked for the next 
GSLV-Mk3 mission — the LVM3-
M3 — identified for the launch of 
the next set of 36 OneWeb India-1 
satellites.

"The cryogenic upper stage of the 
LVM3 vehicle (C25 stage) is 
powered by a CE-20 engine 
working with the LOX-LH2 
propellants combination. This 
engine develops a nominal thrust of 
186.36 kN in vacuum," Isro 
said.The major objectives of the 
flight acceptance test were to 
confirm the integrity of hardware, 
a ssessment  o f  subsys tems '  
performance and tune the engine for 
meeting mission requirements 
parameters for flight operation.

"Analysis of test data confirmed the 
satisfactory performance of the 
engine systems. This engine will be 
assembled to the C25 flight stage 

being integrated for the LVM3 M3 
vehicle," Isro added.

As reported by TOI earlier, the next 
OneWeb launch by Isro is through a 
commercial contract Space PSU 
NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) 
has with Bharti-backed OneWeb.

Earlier this week (October 23) Isro 
launched 36 OneWeb satellites 
onboard the GSLV-Mk3 — LVM3-
M2 mission — as part of NSIL's 
contract. The mission was GSLV-
Mk3's first commercial mission and 
India's first attempt to launch a 
commercial satellite in a non-PSLV 
mission.

from a shop in Ashta and one of them tried to 
contact the boy after reaching Indore. They 
waited for the boy in a park near Bhawarkuan 
area, but as he did not turn up, the girl 
consumed poison, he said.

Immediately afterwards, one of her friends also 
consumed poison and told the surviving girl 

told PTI.Indore: Two 16-year-old girls studying in the that she was facing serious problems in her 
same school died and their classmate is in a "From the preliminary investigation and the family. The last girl followed the suit as she 
critical condition after they allegedly statement of the girl who survived, it emerged was very close to her two friends, police 
consumed poison together for different that the trio was studying in the same school in said.However, the last girl survived, he said.
reasons in Indore district of Madhya Pradesh, Ashta town of Sehore and were very close When the people around them noticed the girls, 
police said on Saturday. The incident took friends. They skipped their class to catch a bus they rushed them to a private hospital, from 
place on Friday after the girls bunked their to Indore on Friday morning," he added.The where they were shifted to M Y Hospital. 
class in Ashta town of Sehore district, and girls reached Indore as the boyfriend of one of However, two of them died there, Mr Choubey 
reached Indore, more than 100 kms away, in a them lived there. She wanted to meet him as he said."No suicide note was recovered from the 
bus to meet the boyfriend of one of the dead had stopped taking her calls. Therefore, she girls. We are relying on the statement of the 
girls as he had stopped taking her calls. had decided to go to Indore to meet him girl, who is undergoing treatment, which has 

personally, Mr Choubey said."While two of the girls died, the condition of become the basis of our investigation," he 
another girl, who is undergoing treatment in M She had decided that if her boyfriend does not said.The parents of the girls have reached 
Y Hospital, is critical," Additional Deputy meet her, she will end her life along with her Indore and their statements will be recorded, 
Commissioner of Police Prashant Choubey two friends. The trio had procured poison the police official said.

wife of Yudhisthira for lodging a police Berhampur.33 people including 20 women 
complaint by her husband against her were arrested in connection with the 
neighbour without consulting them on lynching of a 50-year-old woman on 
Wednesday.Killing or attacking woman suspicion of a witchcraft incident in 
in the name of witchcraft incident is not Odisha's Ganjam district on Friday.
new in remote areas. State like Jharkhand, We have registered total five different cases, 
Bihar, Assam, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal including murder, after the incident. Inquiry 
and Odisha often witnessed such horrific was on about the incident", said a police 
crime.In June 2022, a 75-year-old officer.
Manbai Sahu in Chhuria region of Entire village allegedly involved in the 
Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh was killed by crime
a man accusing her of being a 'tonhi' After police action, almost all the male 
practicing. Three persons were .killed residents of Madhurachua village fled 
over suspicion of witchcraft by members away. Presently some elderly people, 
of same family in Mandla, MP in May women and children are in the village.
2022. In another incident, a 31-year-old police station.

"We have launched a manhunt to arrest more woman was beaten to death by her relative for Who was the victim?persons involved in the incident", said Prabhat allegedly practising witchcraft in Ranchi in The villagers allegedly killed Jhunu Nayak, Sahoo, inspector in charge, Kabisurya Nagar July 2022. 

rejected by the special Narcotic Drugs Mumbai.The Narcotics Control Bureau 
and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) (NCB) has filed a chargesheet against stand-
Act court on technical grounds, after up comedian Bharti Singh and her husband 
which the agency filed another Haarsh Limbachiyaa in a case for drug 
application in the same issue. That consumption that was registered two years 
application is yet to be heard by the ago.The chargesheet has been filed before 
Mumbai sessions court.The chargesheet the Esplanade Magistrate court though the 
filed by the agency NCB is under various court is yet to take cognisance of 
sections of the NDPS Act which include it.Limbachiyaa, is a screenwriter and 
sections 27 related to consumption, 28 producer and the couple's home at 
punishment for attempts to commit Lokhandwala in Andheri area of Mumbai 
offenses and 29 punishment for was raided by the NCB on November 21, 
abetment and criminal conspiracy, and 8 2020. The NCB, after a search, was said to 
C related to product manufacture, have seized 86.5gm of marijuana from their 
possess, sell, purchase, transport, home.However, the couple moved a bail 
warehouse, use, consume, import inter stating that the drug found at their residence 
State, export inter-State, import into was only small quantity and the case would COUPLE

India, export from India or tranship any narcotic not fetch more than a year of punishment even if The NCB then moved a plea before the sessions 
drug or psychotropic substance, except for found guilty after a long trial. The Magistrate court, claiming that the bail was granted without 
medical or scientific doses.Under the NDPS court granted bail to the couple on November 23 hearing the prosecution. The central agency 
Act, up to 1 kg of Ganja is defined as a small after they deposited a security sum of Rs 15,000 called the magistrate's order 'perverse, illegal 
quantity and the person possessing it is each. and bad in law', which deserved to be quashed 
considered a consumer.and set aside.The revision application was NCB CHALLENGED BAIL PLEA OF 

NCB files chargesheet against comedian Bharti 
Singh, her husband Haarsh in 2020 drugs case

Odisha: 33 people arrested in connection with 
lynching of  woman over alleged witchcraft practices

More Than 85% Of 
Stroke Patients 
Unaware Of  Symptoms: 
Survey

As health, virility myths spread, 
donkeys in Andhra are dead meat

Kochi: More than 85 per cent of those who 
have suffered a stroke, a leading cause of 
death and functional impairment, are not 
aware of its symptoms, according to a study.

Of the surveyed group of 91 patients 
diagnosed with current and recurrent 
strokes, it was found that 85.7 per cent of 
them were unaware of the symptoms, said a 
release from Amrita Hospital based here.

"Kerala being a State with high literacy rate, it 
is alarming that around 87.5% of the study 
population is still unaware about stroke 
symptoms which result in high morbidity 
and mortality. Even though most of the 
patients (90 per cent) were taken to the 
hospital, we found that awareness of stroke 
symptoms and risk factors was low in both 
the stroke patients and bystanders," the 
release quoted Dr Vivek Nambiar, head of 
division of stroke medicine and neurology at 
the hospital, as having said.

In India, the prevalence of stroke among the 
young is higher than among the western 
population, and despite the implementation 
of specialised stroke units and thrombolytic 
therapy, the public remains uninformed 
about strokes, and only a few patients seek 
hospital care in terms of arriving at a time to 
receive treatment," the release said.

It said widespread awareness on symptoms 
and importance of receiving early medical 
attention within the first few hours after the 
onset of stroke was necessary to minimise 
the disability and maximise the quality of 
life."Red alert symptoms which everyone 
must know for stroke is transient speech 
difficulty and transient leg and hand 
weakness which improves completely. Apart 
from red alert, regular checkups/tests like 
Doppler test and keep a check on the health 
of the heart to look for atrial fibrillation, are 
also recommended by experts," the release 
said.

It said that as the results from the current 
survey showed that the general awareness of 
stroke was minimal among stroke patients 
and family members, there was an urgent 
need for enhanced public awareness to 
improve the treatment and outcome of stroke 
patients.

Semi-High Speed Train 
Hits Bull In Gujarat, 3rd 
Incident In A Month
New Delhi: The Vande Bharat Express on the 

Gandhinagar-Mumbai route hit a bull in 
Gujarat this morning, the third such 
incident in a month.

The semi-high-speed train was halted for 
around 15 minutes after the collision which 
resulted in damage to the nose cone cover of 
the driver coach.Earlier this month, the 
newly launched train hit a cow near Anand 
station in Gujarat, a day after it had hit four 
buffaloes.The latest collision took place at 
8.17 am near Atul railway station.

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw recently 
said such collisions with cattle are 
unavoidable and "this has been kept in mind 
while designing the train".

The train, the third service under the Vande 
Bharat series, was flagged off last month by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who also 
travelled in it from Gandhinagar to Kalupur 
railway station in Ahmedabad.

The train reaches 160 km per hour in just over 
two minutes, and has better riding comfort 
than other trains, according to the railways.

surroundings,” Sudhakar points might become rare in Andhra as they have in Andhra Pradesh.What do you call 
out. China, where the use of donkey skin to make someone who eats donkey meat to cure 

‘ejiao’, a gelatin base for traditional back pain, or become more virile? Bite Andhra animal husbandry department 
medicines, is virtually driving the animals to your tongue if your first impulse is to joint director Y V Ramana also says, 
extinction. Donkey meat is also popular in call them a donkey, because over the “It does not contain any unique 
north African countries like Morocco, years studies have shown that donkeys nutrient blend or medicinal values. 
Tunisia and Egypt.Wildlife activist K are as intelligent (and loyal) as dogs. As the slaughtering happens in 
Ramana Kumar from Bapatla says, “In this unhygienic places and conditions, And yet, as the recent seizure of 400kg 
region, some peopleuse the oil extracted its consumption will do more harm donkey meat in Andhra Pradesh’s 
from donkey fat for joint pains. Even the than good. ”Donkeys are also Bapatla city shows, donkey slaughter is 
milk is sold at very high prices to gullible exploited for their milk and blood not a stray act. While this was the largest 
people. If the trend continues, donkeys may now. A small cup of donkey milk joint raid by police and animal rights 
be pushed to the verge of extinction. ”sells for about Rs 500, for its activists in recent times, cases of donkey 

u n p r o v e n  ‘ a n t i m i c r o b i a l ’  Besides its purported medicinal properties, the meat possession and its illegal 
blood circulation, and cures back pain, properties. And there are some who low price of donkey meat makes it attractive transportation occur regularly in the 
arthritis, asthma, and other respiratory mistakenly believe drinking donkey blood to some. Brooke, an international equine state, even though both slaughtering 
conditions.But Prof G Sudhakar, head of the will make them run faster. charity, recently published a study titled donkeys and consuming their meat are 
food and nutrition department at Andhra ‘The Hidden Hide’ that says people in illegal.Until a few years ago, donkeys were Regardless, donkey meat consumption in 
University, rubbishes these claims. No Andhra buy donkey meat due to its lower butchered only when they went lame in old Andhra Pradesh is on the rise, and national 
scientific study has established the price and perceived health benefits.age, and only one section of society livestock census data from 2019 seems to 
medicinal qualities of donkey meat, he says. consumed the meat of old donkeys till the bear this out. The state’s donkey population While donkey meat costs Rs 250 to Rs 300 a 
“Only some quacks positioned the meat as a early2010s. However, now people from declined 53% in seven years, from 10,164 in kilo, some traders mix it with mutton – 
superior one, falsely claiming that it would different walks of life have taken a liking to 2012 to 4,678 in 2019. The reduced role of which costs Rs 800 to Rs 1,000 a kilo – to 
possess miracle cures and therapeutic it, particularly in the coastal districts like donkeys in agriculture and transportation make a fast buck. “Due to the mixing of 
characteristics for various diseases. ” Krishna, Guntur, West Godavari, Prakasam might partly explain this but illegal donkey meat with mutton, consumers end up 
Besides, the meat is unlikely to be and Bapatla. Driving demand are the myths slaughtering is also likely to have played a eating it unknowingly,” says Meet Ashar, 
nutritionally rich as “donkeys mostly about donkey meat’s medicinal qualities – role. Peta India’s manager of cruelty response 
survive on poor quality feed from the that it increases virility and libido, improves projects.If the craze for their meat continues, donkeys 

Amit Malviya is suing 
The Wire. Here is what 
he said
New Delhi.BJP leader Amit Malviya in a 

statement said he will lodge an FIR against 
news website The Wire over reports that the 
Saffron Party leader had special privileges 
to take down Instagram posts. He also 
alleged that The Wire forged documents 
with a view to malign and tarnish his 
reputation.

"It is clear that The Wire and some unknown 
persons entered into a criminal conspiracy 
with intent to malign and tarnish my 
reputation, deliberately inserted my name 
into a story, and fabricated evidence to 
implicate me," he said in a statement.

Recently, questions were raised over the 
authenticity of the reports and the credibility 
of the sources cited by The Wire.

The Wire, which initially stood by its report, 
was later forced to retract the stories after 
Meta's director for policy communications, 
Andy Stone,  said the underlying 
documentation appeared to be fabricated.

"Once Meta issued this statement, The Wire 
should have at the very least paused its 
coverage on this issue and commenced an 
internal audit. Instead, on the same day, it 
went on to publish yet another malicious 
report claiming to have accessed further 
internal emails of Meta employees, namely 
those exchanged between Andy Stone and 
his team, purportedly trying to effect a 
coverup," Malviya said.On October 6, 2022, 
The Wire published a report claiming that 
Meta (the parent company that owns 
Facebook and Instagram) had removed an 
Instagram post within a few minutes of it 
being uploaded by a private account namely 
“Cringearchivist”. The report claimed that 
the company regularly colludes with 
members of the BJP in removing content 
deemed unfavourable to the party.

The girls had bunked 

their class and reached 

Indore in a bus to meet 

the boyfriend of one of 

the dead girls as he had 

stopped taking her calls.

Comedian Bharti Singh was 

arrested after a round of 

questioning by the 

Narcotics Control Bureau 

(NCB) and recovery of 

drugs from her residence 

during a raid in 2020. Now, 

the NCB has filed a 

chargesheet against Singh 

and her husband in the 

case.
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reap dividends from GM crops.Two decades after the Union Government approved the 
In its 2017 report, the Parliamentary Standing commercial cultivation of Bt cotton, a genetically 

Committee on Science & Technology,  modified (GM) crop, the Genetic Engineering 
Environment and Forests had recommended that Appraisal Committee of the Environment Ministry 
GM crops should be introduced in the country only has recommended the environmental release of GM 
after critical scientific evaluation of their benefits mustard. This green go-ahead has apparently cleared 
and safety; it had also called for restructuring of the the decks for the commercial use of the country’s first 
regulatory framework for these crops. The Centre GM food crop. GM crops have been the subject of an 
has presumably ticked all the right boxes and animated debate over the years. Their votaries list 
refrained from cutting corners. With agriculture benefits such as higher yield, reduced input cost, 
facing a persistent threat from climate change, as greater pest resistance and lesser need for pesticides. 
exemplified by the heatwave that hit India’s wheat The naysayers claim that these crops adversely impact 
production earlier this year, there is a dire need to human health and food security.
maximise biotechnology’s potential to help Bt cotton has played a key role in making India the 
farmers adopt sustainable practices. Developing world’s top cotton producer. The country is estimated 

on soil, microflora and animal health’. The government more GM crops, provided they are subjected to to remain the leader in global cotton production during 
would have to similarly allay fears and apprehensions stringent biosafety trials at every stage, can give Indian the ongoing decade. In September 2020, the Centre had 
regarding the indigenously-developed transgenic farming a new lease of life by increasing productivity told the Lok Sabha that long-term studies conducted by 
mustard hybrid. A data-driven, transparent approach is as well as production, thus enabling foodgrain growers the Indian Council of Agricultural Research on the 
a must to convince the farming community that it can to spend less and earn more.impact of Bt cotton had not shown ‘any adverse effect 

Sunak as PM matters 
for UK, not India

Contrasting styles of BJP, Cong leadership

‘forward’ castes in its kitty.Narendra Modi is the hands-down favourite of the 
people and should win the next Lok Sabha elections There are many innovations that I do not support — the 
easily. What would citizens, like this writer, expect of conversion of court procedures into prolonged spells 
him in the five years from 2024 so that the life of the in jail without trials, for instance. The innocent are 
common man becomes more bearable? Lower prices locked up for years along with the guilty, awaiting 
of essentials and more jobs, of course, but at times the trials which never start. This disturbs the just man’s 
remedy for economic ills may not rest solely in the sense of justice. Just like that sense of justice is 
hands of the rulers.So let us talk about what is solely in disturbed when those convicted for mass murder and 
their power to do. Dispensing justice and ensuring that rapes are treated like heroes!
the rule of law prevails uniformly for every citizen is It warmed the cockles of many hearts to learn that the 
the responsibility of the rulers. There is no worse CBI had opposed the premature release of the Bilkis 
commentary on the regime’s failure on this front than convicts. That piece of information — obtained by the 
the recent premature release of the convicts sentenced Supreme Court while hearing a PIL against the release 
to jail in the Bilkis Bano case. — reinforced my suspicion that the CBI Director is not 

Modi had loudly proclaimed to the minorities, mainly as eager to enter the proverbial parrot’s cage prepared 
the Muslims, that he wanted ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka by the rulers. His tenure as the Police Commissioner of 
Vikas’. To it, he later added ‘Sabka Vishwas’ after he Mumbai and the DGP of Maharashtra was devoid of 
sensed that trust in him was slipping. Similarly, he had controversies. It would have been surprising if he had 
loudly proclaimed that women were the pride and joy behaved any differently in the office of CBI Director.
of our existence and that they deserved the highest The ED has surpassed the CBI in its willingness to play 
respect in the conduct of our daily affairs. Alas, in both along with the government’s political calculations. 
these promises to the country, Modi has failed. Public servants should politely refuse to cooperate in 

The 11 convicted in the Bilkis case had each spent over a requests that prick their conscience. I have had 
thousand days on parole before the government of experiences of such requests during the course of my 
Gujarat, seconded by the Union Home Ministry, service. A polite refusal always won the day. The leader 
decided to remit their sentence and set them free. There involved will extract his revenge at some later date, but 
was no application of mind by ministry officials before that is a small price to pay for the protection of one’s 
endorsing the release! There were 11 convicts and each conscience and self-esteem.

in the eyes of the common man. He is always the astute, such shenanigans are exposed sooner than convict’s case should have been separately considered This article must end with an example of good immaculately dressed and groomed and he carries later. The truth is ‘you cannot fool all the people all the and argued. Instead, a blanket permission was given governance. Vasant Dada Patil’s son was involved in a himself with dignity and grace. His rhetoric is time’!for their release. It is almost as if there was an show of violent authority when confronting the programmed to carry listeners away with the power of Modi has done a lot of positive things that deserve praise. understanding between the state and the Central BEST’s General Manager in the latter’s office over a the spoken word. But despite all these positives in his He began by stopping the attacks on Christian governments that the miscreants would be honoured labour issue. Vasant Dada was the Chief Minister of the favour, he should not forget the lessons of history. churches in Delhi. In the months after he took over the for killing women and children who belonged to the state when I occupied the chair of the Police 
As Shakespeare pontificates in Julius Caesar, ‘The evil reins of the government at the Centre, these attacks had ‘other’ community. All thoughts of ‘Sabka Vishwas’ Commissioner of Mumbai City. I phoned the Chief 

that men do lives after them, the good is oft interred become a constant.His direct transfer of government and women’s special place in our culture were Minister, who was visiting his home district of Sangli, 
with their bones.’ It is not possible in these days of money to the bank accounts of the poor and needy was abandoned. Those who took the decisions in the state and informed him that I had instructed the inspector in 
social media to give a contrarian spin to every evil deed a brilliant initiative against corruption. The government and the ministry were sure that their charge of the police station to arrest and charge his son. 
conceived and implemented. If this spin is attempted in construction or renovation of houses of the poor in the decisions would be welcomed by the citizens of a state The CM agreed that the police should be left to do its 
each and every deliberate piece of wrongdoing, the villages was another. Incidentally, it also won him new where hate for the ‘other’ has eclipsed morality and duty!
credibility of the leader is soon shredded. In the eyes of supporters for his party, which till then, had only the common decency.Modi is very conscious of his image 

GM mustard crop

THE elevation of Rishi Sunak as the leader of the 
Conservative Party and Prime Minister of the UK 
matters, at least for the UK. But the hype and 
celebration in India do seem misplaced, excessive 
and possibly premature.

It matters for the UK because the appointment of the 
first Prime Minister of colour potentially shatters 
an important glass ceiling. It also marks a point of 
redemption for the Conservative Party, one that 
was described as “pale, male and stale,” and one 
that has been the favoured home for racists — from 
Winston Churchill and Enoch Powell to a 
generation of less-recognised successors.And yet, 
there are important caveats here. Just a couple of 
months back, the 1,54,500 registered members of 
the party had elected Liz Truss as leader over Rishi 
Sunak, giving her 57.4 per cent of the vote, even 
though Tory MPs in the House of Commons had 
clearly chosen Sunak. There is legitimate 
speculation that the same electorate might again 
have preferred contender Penny Mordaunt over 
Sunak if party grandees hadn’t prevailed over the 
MPs to settle the matter decisively in favour of 
Sunak.The fact that Sunak has been chosen and not 
elected leaves an important question unanswered. 
Would the Tories elect Sunak to lead them into the 
next General Election? And can a person of colour 
win those elections? That alone would allow us to 
say if this is truly UK’s ‘Obama moment’, a claim 
that some excited observers have made.

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer rubbed home the 
point about Sunak’s unelected status by reminding 
the public that “the only time he ran in a 
competitive election, he got trounced by the 
former Prime Minister, who herself got beaten by a 
lettuce. So why doesn’t he put it to the test, let the 
people have a say, and call a General Election?”

For a section of the 1.6 million-strong Indian 
community in the UK, this is clearly a moment of 
celebration and will probably spur young second- 
and third-generation members to greater 
participation in political life. It is also a powerful 
boost for British soft power, enabling the managers 
of the “GREAT” Britain campaign to burnish the 
country’s image as a vibrant multicultural society, 
one that rewards competence over ethnicity, 
religion or race.But does it also matter the same 
way for India? Social media has been abuzz with 
commentary about the ‘Indian’ Prime Minister’s 
religious beliefs and the fact that he is a practising 
Hindu, a teetotaller and a vegetarian who performs 
gau puja is being projected as a great victory for the 
Sanatan Dharma and greeted with exuberant 
tweets of ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’. There is also a 
propensity to conflate his Indian origin with the 
advent of a golden era for India-UK relations.Such 
fantasies might soon run into the hard realities of 
domestic politics and national interests. India’s 
relationship with the UK is multi-faceted and 
complex. The “Roadmap 2030”, outlined in May 
2021, has set out an ambitious agenda, including a 
commitment to implement the comprehensive 
Migration and Mobility Partnership covering the 
movement of students and professionals.

Home Secretary Suella Braverman’s intemperate 
comments on illegal migrants from India and her 
enthusiasm for deporting some illegal migrants to 
Rwanda had already thrown a spanner in the works 
for getting a free trade agreement (FTA) done by 
Diwali. A strong votary of reduced immigration 
levels, her return to the same position in the Sunak 
Cabinet, barely a week after she was dropped for a 
misdemeanour, underlines the influence that the 
Tory hard right might wield on Sunak’s agenda. It 
also complicates the task of negotiators struggling 
to tie up the loose ends on trade, investment, tariffs 
and mobility, now that the self-imposed deadline 
of Diwali has passed.The government in New 
Delhi is clearly seized of these elements and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s congratulatory tweet to 
Sunak was fairly restrained, mentioning only that 
“I look forward to working closely together on 
global issues, and implementing Roadmap 2030.” 
The G20 summit in Bali next month will probably 
provide the first opportunity for a bilateral meeting 
to revive the momentum in negotiations and also to 
gauge Sunak’s willingness to invest some political 
capital in clinching the FTA.

When the Congress was in the throes of a troubled 
leadership transition from a Gandhi to a non-Gandhi 
nominee after 24 years, the BJP seemed to have 
accomplished the exercise quietly and painlessly. The 
word from the party, not officially declared yet, was that 
the incumbent president, JP Nadda, would continue 
helming the BJP until the 2024 General Election, the way 
his predecessor Amit Shah did until the 2019 election. The 
news expectedly did not grab eyeballs or preoccupy the 
political commentariat because the process was 
seemingly pulled off exactly the way the BJP desired.

The BJP constitution was amended in 2012 to allow a 
second term for Nitin Gadkari, the incumbent of the day, 
of three years. That was ordained by the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), which had picked Gadkari 
as the president after the BJP was in disarray following 
consecutive defeats in the 2004 and 2009 elections.

Destiny or rather internal machinations denied Gadkari an 
extended tenure, making the next power shift a troubled 
one from the BJP’s perspective. The party was by and 
large used to textbook presidents, who adhered to their 
mandate without ado, but there were intrusions.

Nadda has been working to tailor his responsibilities to the 
expectations and needs of the ruling dispensation. He has 
not courted a serious controversy because he never 
overstepped his unstated jurisdiction. He doesn’t 

a place for himself in the BJP’s annals as an “ideal” needed to shore itself with more allies and, therefore, no necessarily keep a low profile because his visibility on 
president. Thakre was of RSS vintage. The BJP was in bait to Mamata or anyone was too big not to consider. social media and public forums is full-on. He addresses 
power at the Centre in those years under Atal Bihari Krishnamurthi’s tenure lasted exactly a year.public meetings in the BJP’s targeted states and engages 

From the vantage point of a general secretary, Modi Vajpayee, and was running up against problems from the with party workers and regional Let’s be clear. The BJP 
observed the power dynamics governing the government-NDA allies or the RSS and its affiliates. Thakre kept his organisation is no less important than the government. 
party relationship and ostensibly gleaned lessons for the counsel to himself and allowed Madan Das Devi, a senior That’s the impression Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
future. Not only did he not have to straighten out wrinkles, Sangh office-bearer, the right to intervene in domestic conveyed. A seasoned organisational hand, who worked 
because he anointed Shah in 2014 and later Nadda, but he trouble. There were powerful individuals right from LK in several states as an RSS pracharak and a BJP prabhari, 
also crafted a near-perfect equation with the RSS, which Advani to Pramod Mahajan, Sushma Swaraj, Arun Modi realised that a powerful ruling establishment could 
has not complicated matters for the government, at least Jaitley, M Venkaiah Naidu and Modi to offer advice and overwhelm the party and reduce it to an adjunct to the 
so far. The essence of the government-party relationship help when required, while Thakre lived in their shadow.government that might negatively impact the BJP’s raison 

d’etre: win elections at every level and take over the levers Not every BJP president was as pliant as Thakre. K Jana under Modi is zero disruption.The Congress has been out 
of power to stamp its authority from the micro to the Krishnamurthi stepped into the breach in 2001 after his of power since 2014 and has faded away from most of the 
macro tiers.Importantly, the ruling party’s organisation is predecessor Bangaru Laxman was irreparably implicated states it previously ruled. The Gandhis indulged in their 
the only vehicle for the cadre — and the BJP prides itself in the ‘Operation West End’ sting job and was share of virtue signalling by allowing an “election” to be 
for raising an industrious workforce — to articulate its incarcerated for accepting bribes in an alleged defence conducted for the president’s office between two non-
hopes, beliefs and disappointments in a regimented order deal. Krishnamurthi, an Advani mentee, walked in on a family nominees. The debate over how transparent and 
where power is centralised in Delhi. Therefore, Modi is as moral high, but the temptation to make political fair was the ‘election’ of Mallikarjun Kharge will be 
deeply invested in maintaining the party organisation in statements was too strong to resist.In July 2001, when interminable.The Congress never demarcated the party-
shipshape as in attending to the rigours of statecraft and Vajpayee was in a fix over re-inducting Mamata government boundary when the UPA was in power. The 
the business of governance.For Modi, it is essential to Banerjee’s TMC in the NDA after she quit months earlier National Advisory Council, led by Sonia Gandhi, worked 
have a party president who thinks like him, one who over the same sting operation, which also arraigned the like a parallel entity beside the government. At least that 
second-guesses his mind and executes the political then Defence Minister, George Fernandes, Krishnamurthi was the perception it enforced. The biggest challenge for a 
leadership’s diktat to the last letter without raising stated that Mamata must be made to “wait out” for a while non-Gandhi president will lie in the modalities of the 
questions. Nadda fashioned himself after Kushabhau before she was restored a Cabinet berth. Vajpayee was arrangement that will finally emerge and the latitude that 
Thakre, who helmed the BJP from 1998 to 2000 and made miffed with his assertion because the NDA was wobbly, Kharge will exercise in decision-making.

Green nod a step towards making farmers future-ready

Editorial

The essence of the BJP’s government-party relationship is zero disruption. The Congress never demarcated the government-party boundary when the UPA was in power. The National Advisory Council, led by Sonia Gandhi, 
worked like a parallel entity. The biggest challenge for a non-Gandhi president will lie in the modalities of the arrangement that will finally emerge and the latitude that Kharge will exercise in decision-making.

Notes to likely 2024 winner
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Alia Bhatt's Delivery Date Likely To 

Be Around

 Know Here

 Massi Shaheen's 

Birthday?

lia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor are all set to 
embrace parenthood soon. While it was 
earlier reported that the Brahmastra A

actress’ delivery date is around mid-November, 
it has now been reported that it is likely to be 
between November 20 and 30. As reported by 
E-Times, Alia Bhatt’s delivery date is likely to 
be around her sister Shaheen Bhatt’s birthday - 
which is on November 28. However, there is no 
official confirmation so far.

Earlier, another report by Pinkvilla also claimed 
that the Kapoor family has already enrolled 
Alia Bhatt’s name at the H.N. Reliance 
Foundation Hospital in Girgaon.

Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor tied the knot in 
April this year. Later, the Darlings actress left 
everyone surprised as she announced her 
pregnancy on social media by dropping an 
adorable picture from her sonography session 
that featured Ranbir Kapoor too. “Our baby 
coming soon," she wrote in the caption.

Earlier this month, the Kapoor family also 
organised a mega baby shower ceremony for 
Alia which was attended by several celebrities 
including Ranbir’s mother Neetu Kapoor and 
sister Riddhima Kapoor Sahni, cousin Karisma 
Kapoor and grandmother Neila Devi. Alia’s 
mother Soni Razdan and sister Shaheen Bhatt 
also graced the special event. Karan Johar, Ayan 
Mukerji, and Anushka Ranjan among others 
were also present. Several pictures of the baby 
shower ceremony later went viral on social 
media in which mom-to-be Alia was seen 
posing in a beautiful bright yellow outfit.

On the work front, Alia Bhatt was recently seen in 
Brahmastra Part One: Shiva which marked her 
first on-screen presence with actor-husband 
Ranbir Kapoor. She will soon be making her 
Hollywood debut with Heart of Stone in which 
she will be seen with Gal Gadot, Jamie Dornan, 
Matthias Schweighofer and Sophie Okonedo. 
Besides these, Alia has also wrapped up 
shooting for Karan Johar’s Rocky Aur Rani Ki 
Prem Kahani which also stars Ranveer Singh in 
the lead.

Bigg Boss 16: 
Slams for Not 
Taking 'Friend' Priyanka 

Chahar Choudhary's Stand

Salman Khan 
Ankit Gupta 

alman Khan came down heavily on Ankit 
Gupta for not doing anything on the show Sand not taking any stand. The Bollywood 

superstar slammed Ankit for being 
“disinterested" in the show. Salman 
questioned his laidback attitude towards the 
show and being “irrelevant" throughout.

“Kya aapko kidnap kiya gaya? Kya aapko bola 
Gaya ki aakar paise mat lena? Aap ek comfort 
zone mein ho. Priyanka aapki friend hai. 
Priyanka ke liye aapne kab stand liya? (Did 
someone kidnap you to be a part of this show? 
Did someone refuse payment to you for the 
same? You are in a comfort zone. Priyanka is 
your friend, but you have never taken her 
stand. What is this attitude?" Salman asks 
Ankit. He goes on to say, “Humko aisa feeling 
kyon aa raha hai Ankit ki aapko yahan nahin 
rehna chahte? (Why does it feel like you do 
not want to be a part of this show?)

Salman even called out Ankit for not taking his 
own friend Priyanka Chahar Choudhary’s 
stand and chilling with her enemies. “Stand 
up for yourself, man. I have full faith in you 
brother," Salman told Ankit.

This is not the first time that Salman Khan has 
lashed out at Ankit for being silent in the 
show. Earlier also Salman asked the 
Udaariyaan actor to interact with other 
housemates and to “bring energy". “Aap jo 
interaction kar rahe ho voh national TV par 
dikhane layak nahi hai (Your current 
interaction is not worthy enough to show on 
national television)," Salman had said.

Meanwhile, contestants who are locked inside 
Bigg Boss 16 house include Abdu Rozik, Tina 
Dutta, Sajid Khan, Sumbul Touqeer Khan, 
Shiv Thakare, Soundarya Sharma, Shalin 
Bhanot, Gautam Singh Vig, Archana Gautam, 
MC Stan, Ankit Gupta, Priyanka Chahar 
Choudhary, Nimrit Kaur Ahluwalia, and Gori 
Nagori.

“Thumkeshwari is a number that’s tailor made to burn the arun Dhawan and Kriti Sanon’s Bhediya is 
dance floor. I thoroughly enjoyed performing to its funky undoubtedly one of the most awaited films of the 
tune. The song’s lyrics are a catchy delight, and I am sure year. While fans are waiting eagerly for the movie, V
fans are going to have a gala time dancing to the track”.the star duo launched a dance number on Friday, leaving 

Kriti Sanon also added that shooting for the dance number everyone even more excited for the comedy adventure. 
was a memorable experience. “I had an Composed by Sachin-Jigar and penned 
a b s o l u t e  b a l l  s h o o t i n g  f o r  by Amitabh Bhattacharya, the song is 
Thumkeshwari. I was sharing screen titled ‘Thumkeshwari’. It is a peppy 
space with Varun after a very long time number that is also a treat to the eyes.
and we have never worked on this kind The song is a funky dance number that 
of a grand track together. This was quite presents Varun Dhawan and Kriti Sanon 
the memorable experience,” she shared.flaunting some masala moves. While 

Sachin-Jigar, composer of the song also Kriti looks hottest in a bold red outfit, 
added, “Thumkeshwari exudes the kind Varun is dapper as always in a bearded 
of fun and enjoyable vibe that Bhediya is look. The hook step in which the Bawaal 
all about. With an addictive tune, actor can be seen holding Kriti’s dupatta 
thumping beats and catchy lyrics, this is will surely remind you of Salman Khan 
a song tailor made for the dance floors”and Jacqueline Fernandez’s Jumme Ki.

Talking about Bhediya, the film is directed However, what will surely catch your 
by Amar Kaushik and written by attention is Shraddha Kapoor’s cameo 
National Award winner, Niren Bhatt. It in the song. Looking like a desi diva, 
presents the life of a boy (played by Shraddha is a sight to behold as she 

Varun Dhawan) who gets bitten by a Bhediya aka a wolf. shakes a leg with Varun. Having earlier worked with 
However, to everyone’s surprise, he soon starts to behave director Amar Kaushik in Stree, we also wonder if there’s 
like a wolf. Bhediya will hit theatres on 25th November more to Shraddha’s glimpse!
2022.Sharing his thoughts on the track, Varun Dhawan said, 

atrina Kaif and Vijay Sethupathi starrer Merry Christmas is one of the most anticipated upcoming 
movies. Helmed by Sriram Raghavan, who has previously made films like Agent Vinod and 
Andhadhun, the film will be a psychological thriller. However, the film that was eyeing December K

23, 2022 release is now likely to get postponed. Reason? To avoid the box office clash with Tiger Shroff’s 
Ganpath and Ranveer Singh’s Cirkus.

As reported by Bollywood Hungama, the makers of Merry Christmas are planning to change the release 
date of the film to avoid ‘immense competition’. “Initially 
Merry Christmas was to be released on December 23, but 
with Ganapath and Cirkus releasing on the same day it 
will be a massive fight at the box office. In such a case, the 
film would face immense competition to entice the 
audience. To avoid such a scenario and of course to ensure 
Merry Christmas gets enough eyeballs and to maximize 
its revenue the producers have decided on altering the 
release of their film,” a source cited by the entertainment 
portal claimed.

The source further shared that as soon as the 
stakeholders decide an ideal date, the official 
announcement about the postponement will 
follow. “Currently, the makers of Merry 
Christmas are looking for an ideal date that 
provides the venture with an open 
window at the box office. Once that 
has been decided, the makers will 
release an official announcement 
of the release date being pushed, 
along with the new release 
date,” the source added.

However, the film’s producer 
Ramesh Taurani also 
seemed to have rubbished 
these claims as he said, 

“As of today, nothing has changed. Merry Christmas is still coming on 
the date announced and will release on December 23.”

Written collectively by Anukriti Pandey and Sriram Raghavan, Merry 
Christmas will also feature Sanjay Kapoor, Vinay Pathak, Tinnu Anand, 
Pratima Kazmi, Shanmugarajan, Kevin Jay Babu and Radhika 
Sarathkumar in key roles.

 Steals The Show In 

 Dance Number

Varun Dhawan-

Kriti Sanon's

Merry Christmas To Be 
Postponed To Avoid Clash 
With Cirkus and Ganpath

Katrina 
Kaif 
Katrina 
Kaif 

Bhediya Song Thumkeshwari: 

Shraddha Kapoor
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 New Delhi: not deemed sufficiently reliable to India's Ministry of Defence 
is the world's biggest employer with be included in this list," the report 
2.92 million people, which includes adds.According to the report, no 
combined active service personnel, company in the world has more 
reservists and civilian staff, according employees than Walmart. "The latest 
to a report in 'Statista'. information from the US retail giant 

A close second to the Indian Defence put the figure at a massive 2.3 
Ministry is the US Department of million. Not even the behemoth that 
Defense which employs 2.91 million is Amazon comes close, despite 
people, according to the Statista being in second place with a 1.6 
infographic on employers with the million-strong workforce," cites 
largest workforces worldwide in 2022. StatistaThis latest infographic by 

Statista is a Germany-based private Statista doesn't come as surprise In China, the People's Liberation Army, 
organisation that provides data and after total global military expenditure which doesn't include civilian 
statistics about various issues reached USD 2113 billion in positions, employs around 2.5 million 
worldwide."At the top of the ranking 2021.According to Stockholm people, the Hamburg-based firm 
for the world's largest employers is International Peace Research Institute specializing in market and consumer 
India 's  Minis t ry  of  Defence.  (SIPRI), the five largest spenders in data said.
Combining active service personnel, 2021 were the United States, China, 

"The Chinese equivalent of the U.S. reservists and civilian staff, the total India, the United Kingdom and 
Department of Defense, the Central headcount comes to 2.92 million - a Russia, together accounting for 62 per 
Military Commission may have as touch ahead of the United States cent of expenditure.US military 
many as 6.8 million people in its equivalent, the Department of spending amounted to USD 801 
employment, though that figure was Defense," the report said. billion in 2021.

India's foreign exchange reserves at 
new over 2-year low amid weak rupee

India's defence ministry world's biggest 
employer, says Statista report

most recent 50 bps increase by the RBI, 
bringing it to 5.90 per cent, interest 
rates on fixed deposits are heading 
upward.

The best time to open an FD account with 
a DICGC-insured bank is right now to 
receive deposit insurance of up to 5 
lacs, which is the icing on the risk-free 
return cake. Some significant financial 
institutions like ICICI Bank, HDFC 
Ltd., and Indian Bank will stop offering 
their special fixed deposit plans next 
week.It is one of the safest fixed 
deposits available, rated "AAA." The 
ICICI Bank Golden Years FD is a 
particular fixed deposit programme 
that the bank offers especially to older 
people. The programme was launched 
on May 20, 2020, and as a result of 
several extensions, it will now last 
through October 31, 2022. Residents citizens, and 6.50 per cent for super senior Interest rates would be applied to deposits 
who are senior citizens will get an citizens (80 years and over) that is valid up to 2 Crore under this temporary 
additional interest rate of 0.15 per cent. through October 31, 2022.One of the initiative, which was open to both 

New Delhi: For risk-averse investors who On September 14, 2022, Indian Bank leading housing finance organisations in individuals and trusts. Investors can 
seek to attain a stable income and deposit unveiled the "IND UTSAV 610" unique India, HDFC Ltd, has introduced a new expect profits of up to 7.50 per cent, and 
safety without taking any market risks, fixed deposit for retail investors. IND fixed deposit called "Sapphire Deposits," the programme will expire on October 31, 
investments in fixed deposits are among UTSAV 610, a "Special Money Multiplier which would go into effect on October 14, 2022. In addition to monthly income 
the traditional bets. In line with the rising Term Deposit Product," with annual 2022. The business has unveiled a new plans, the "Sapphire Deposits" from 
repo rate, which has increased by 190 interest rates of 6.10 per cent for the fixed deposit with a 45-month tenor to HDFC include options for quarterly, half-
basis points (bps) to date, including the general public, 6.25 per cent for senior commemorate its 45th birthday. yearly, annual, and cumulative payments.

FD investors ALERT! THESE fixed deposit schemes are closing 
next week; check interest rates, return calculator

the past few weeks to hit  India's foreign 
fresh new all-time lows exchange reserves during the 
a s  t h e  U S  d o l l a r  week that ended on October 21 
strengthened against fell to a new over two-year low 
m a j o r  g l o b a l  of USD 524.520 billion, a drop 
currencies.Last week, of USD 3.85 billion from the 
the rupee breached the 83 previous week.
mark for the first time in During the week that ended on 
its history. So far this October 14, the country's forex 
year, the rupee has reserves were at 528.367 billion, 
depreciated around 10-RBI data showed. According to 
12 per cent.Typically, the RBI's latest data, India's foreign 
RBI intervenes in the currency assets, which are the 
market through liquidity biggest component of the forex 
management, including reserves, declined by USD 3.59 
through the selling of billion to USD 465.075 billion.
dollars, with a view to showed.The forex reserves have been The value of gold reserves 

preventing a steep depreciation in the falling for months now because of dropped by USD 247 million to USD 
rupee.India's forex reserves had RBI's likely intervention in the market 37.206 billion during the latest 
declined by around USD 100 billion to defend the depreciating rupee week.The value of India's Special 
ever since Russia invaded Ukraine in against a surging US dollar. Also, Drawing Rights (SDRs) with the 
late February when imports of energy rising costs of imported items also Internat ional  Monetary Fund,  
and other commodities got costlier necessitated the higher requirement of however, rose by USD 7 million to 
globally.Over the past 12 months, the reserves for trade settlement.The USD 17.440 billion during the week 
reserves declined by around USD 115 Indian rupee has been weakening over under  r ev iew,  the  RBI  da ta  
billion on a cumulative basis.

New Delhi:

Govt to start with one or two GACs, to 
present structure, working soon

in playing the role of an media companies to prevent the spread New Delhi .The government 
ombudsman. It is not something of unlawful content on their platforms.will start redressing social 
we have the capacity and med ia  g r i evances  by  "The obligations of intermediaries earlier 
capability to do. But this is a appointing one or two were limited to notifying users of rules 
responsibility, reluctantly,” committees at the beginning but now there will be much more definite 
Chandrasekhar said.and will appoint more of obligations on platforms. Intermediaries 

them if their need expands in The minister said the government have to make efforts so that no unlawful 
the future, Minister of State did not intend to increase content is posted on the platform," he 
for Electronics and IT difficulties for intermediaries to said.
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said operate in India, but the Chandrasekhar also said that social media 
on Saturday. provision to appoint GACs was platforms should publish their rules, 

only to deliver accountability to The Ministry of Electronics regulations, privacy policy, and user 
Indian citizens. He added that a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  agreement in English and all of the 22 
the current grievance redress Technology (MeitY) on official languages listed in the eighth 
mechanism had severe flaws. Friday tweaked IT Rules, schedule of the Constitution. However, 
“We have lakhs of messages 2021. The newly inserted the newly added rule does not prescribe a 
from citizens and digital rules allow the government compliance mandate for it as of now.
Nagariks whose grievance was t o  a p p o i n t  m u l t i p l e  The minister further said the government 
not responded to and that is not g r i e v a n c e  a p p e l l a t e  aims to partner with companies on the 
acceptable for us,” he said.committees (GACs) to internet to achieve a safe and trusted 

redress complaints over Most of the contentious provisions internet.“The government wants to work 
soc ia l  media  con ten t  in part 2 of the rules remained with the intermediaries and all the 

overturn the decisions taken by moderation. Chandrasekhar said the unchanged in the final version. For companies that are on the internet – big 
grievance officers of social media government will present the structure, instance, the provision that requires and small, Indian and foreign. We want 
companies.the organisation, and the workings of the intermediaries to address content to work in a partnership model to ensure 

“There is a question from the industry on GAC very shortly. removal notices within 72 hours has been that our common objective of a safe and 
whether GAC can be morphed into a self- included in the rules. The minister said Several big tech companies had expressed trusted internet for all our Indian citizens 
regulatory organisation. I have said this this will put a greater obligation on social reservations over the GACs, which can is met,” he said.
before: the government is not interested 

Centre extends ban on 
sugar exports; opens door 

for shipments under quotas
New Delhi .The central government has extended 

the blanket ban on exports of sugar for one more 
year starting October 31, which several industry 
insiders are interpreting as an end to exports 
under open general license, but to be permitted 
only through pre-determined quota fixed by the 
government.

The Directorate General of Foreign Trade’s 
(DGFT) order of October 28 to extend the ban on 
sugar exports for one more year has been 
followed by another order issued by the 
Department of Food and Public Distribution 
(DFPD) on the same date that has extended the 
deadline for implementing the export release 
orders (ERO) of sugar issued for the 2021-22 
season for another month till November 30, 2022.

An ERO is a kind of permit that mills are issued to 
export sugar based on certain parameters and 
criteria.The DFPD order industry players also 
said that the export quotas which were issued in 
the previous crop year that ended in September 
could now be executed till the end of November.

The industry interprets the two orders as a firm 
signal from the government that for the 2022-23 
sugar season that started in October, exports 
won’t be allowed under OGL as was demanded 
by several players mainly the northern India-
based sugar mills but opposed by those in the 
south and west of the country.

“The new policy for export for export in 2022-23 
season that has already started is most likely to 
come next week before which the Centre through 
the twin decisions has conveyed that sugar 
exports will be only through the MAEQ 
(Maximum Admissible Export Quota) and not 
through open general license,” a senior industry 
official said.

Sources said even through MAEQ, the Centre is 
expected to allow only 8 million tonnes of sugar 
in two tranches. In the first tranche, only 5 million 
tonnes will be allowed which will be followed by 
another installment of 2-3 million tonnes, but 
only if the market remains favourable and there 
are adequate domestic stocks.This, if permitted , 
will be lower than the 11.2 million tonnes of sugar 
expected to be exported in 2021-22 season but 
will be good enough to maintain a healthy stock 
position of around 6-6.5 million tonnes at the end 
of the season and also provide for diversion 
towards ethanol.“To start with, the government 
might seek concurrence of mills for exporting 
sugar based on their production capacities and 
only when it is fairly satisfied about their 
viability, can it permit such exports,” another 
senior industry official had said sometime back.

New Delhi: The majority of people want to spend a 
quality life. Quality life, however, is typically an 
expensive endeavour that calls for careful financial 
planning. Not only in posh cities but also in graceless 
cities, maintaining economic balance has become the 
go-to method. Most people look for the best financial 
investment from where they can get maximise and 
secure returns.

Here is the detail of LIC's policy from where you will start 
getting money at the age of 40. The policy is the Saral 
Pension Yojana, in which you can get a pension even 
from the age of 40 years. Let us have a look at this 
scheme. 

With the start of this annuity plan, an annual annuity rate 
of about 5 per cent is guaranteed. The annuitant has the 
choice of receiving payments monthly, quarterly, half-
yearly, or annually as long as they remain alive. Anyone 
of the age range from 40 to 80 years can buy this non-
linked and non-participating upfront single premium 
scheme. As per the norms of the scheme, policyholders 
can choose to receive a minimum monthly income of  
Rs 1,000 or an annual pension of Rs 12,000. One will 
need to pay Rs 2.50 lakh as a one-time premium for this 
minimal pension.A single investment of Rs 10 lakh will 
earn the investor an annual pension of Rs. 50,250. 
Similarly to that, an investor must pay a single upfront 
premium of 20 lakh if they want to participate in this 
scheme's 1 lakh yearly pension.

Crypto exchange Binance 
creating team to help Twitter 
with things like bots

Heat waves due to climate 
change have cost world 
economy trillions so far

LIC Saral Pension Yojana: Pay 
single premium, get Rs 1 lakh 
annually for a lifetime

 New Delhi:  Binance Holdings Ltd., which is an equity 
investor in Elon Musk’s deal for Twitter, is forming a team 
to look at ways that blockchain and cryptocurrencies 
could help the social-media platform.

The world’s largest crypto exchange appears to be seeking 
an active role in how Twitter is run, after on Friday 
confirming that it had made an investment as part of 
Musk’s takeover of the platform.

“Binance is creating an internal team to focus on ways that 
blockchain and crypto could be helpful to Twitter and 
a c t i v e l y  
b r a i n s t o r m i n g  
p l a n s  a n d  
strategies that 
could help Elon 
Musk realize his 
v i s i o n , ”  a  
s p o k e s p e r s o n  
s a i d  i n  a  
statement, adding 
that the effort was 
in its early stages 
and plans are still 
being worked out.

Areas of focus could include on-chain solutions “to address 
some of Twitter’s issues, such as the proliferation of bot 
accounts in recent years,” the spokesperson said. Musk 
has repeatedly highlighted the prevalence of bots, or 
automated accounts, as a concern and even cited them 
when trying to scrap the deal previously.

New Delhi: Massive economic losses brought on by 
extreme heat induced by human-driven climate change 
are an issue now, not only in the distant future.According 
to a study published in the journal Science Advances, 
since the early 1990s, increasingly extreme heat waves 
brought on by global warming have already cost the 
global economy trillions of dollars, with the poorest and 
lowest carbon-generating countries suffering the most.

Researchers from Dartmouth College coupled recently 
made available, comprehensive economic data for places 
all over the world with the average temperature for the 
hottest five days of the year for each region. They 
discovered that from 1992 to 2013, heat waves 
statistically correlated with changes in economic growth 
and that the negative effects of extreme heat on human 
health, productivity, and agricultural output cost an 
estimated USD 16 trillion.

The researchers note that the results highlight the urgent 
need for laws and technological advancements that 
safeguard citizens during the hottest days of the year, 
particularly in the world's hottest and most economically 
precarious nations."Accelerating adaptation measures 
within the hottest period of each year would deliver 
economic benefits now," said first author Christopher 
Callahan, a doctoral candidate in geography at 
Dartmouth. "The amount of money spent on adaptation 
measures should not be assessed just on the price tag of 
those measures, but relative to the cost of doing nothing. 
Our research identifies a substantial price tag to not doing 
anything."The study is among the first to specifically 
examine how heat waves affect economic output, said 
senior author Justin Mankin, an assistant professor of 
geography at Dartmouth. "No one has shown an 
independent fingerprint for extreme heat and the intensity 
of that heat's impact on economic growth. The true costs 
of climate change are far higher than we've calculated so 
far," Mankin said.Our work shows that no place is well 
adapted to our current climate," Mankin said. "The 
regions with the lowest incomes globally are the ones that 
suffer most from these extreme heat events. As climate 
change increases the magnitude of extreme heat, it's a fair 
expectation that those costs will continue to 
accumulate."Heat waves have been included in climate 
models and earlier research alongside other extreme 
occurrences brought on by climate change, such as more 
frequent flooding and more intense storms, according to 
Callahan. But according to him, heat waves have a distinct 
character. They happen more quickly than droughts do, 
and as long as human activity fuels climate change, the 
hottest days of the year .

ZSome significant 
financial institutions 
like ICICI Bank, 
HDFC Ltd., and 
Indian Bank will 
stop offering their 
special fixed 
deposit plans next 
week. Read on to 
find out the detail.
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runs down the order," said Inzamam.
With Kohli in imperious form, smashing 82 

against Pakistan and 62 against the 
Netherlands, while remaining unbeaten on 
both occasions, is a big advantage for 
Team India going into the game against 
South Africa. Captain Rohit Sharma also 
hit a half-century against the Netherlands 
and will be looking to carry his form into 
the latter stages of the World Cup.

India: Rohit Sharma (c), KL Rahul, Virat 
Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik 

New Delhi.Former Pakistan captain 
Pandya, Dinesh Karthik, Axar Patel, 

Inzamam-ul-Haq has said the likes of Virat 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Bhuvneshwar Kohli is a type of player who wins matches if Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav getting runs is 

Kumar, Mohammed Shami, Arshdeep he is in form. These things matter in cricket. a good sign for Team India. The Men in Blue 
Singh, Harshal Patel, Rishabh Pant, When you are performing and the team is have won their opening two matches and are 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Deepak Hooda.winning, it means that things are going set to lock horns against South Africa in a 

South Africa: Quinton de Kock, Temba great. And Kohli's form is looking good. He crucial Super-12 match in Perth.
Bavuma (c), Rilee Rossouw, Aiden is batting well and winning games. So, these 

Speaking on his YouTube channel, the former 
Markram, David Miller, Tristan Stubbs, are good signs for the Indian team. Rohit 

Pakistan skipper said the Indian batters have 
Wayne Parnell, Keshav Maharaj, Kagiso Sharma too scored a fifty and India's top 

hit form and made runs in the ongoing ICC 
Rabada, Anrich Nortje, Lungi Ngidi, order is looking solid. Among all the teams, 

Men's T20 World Cup, which is a good sign 
Heinrich Klaasen, Tabraiz Shamsi, Reeza India and South Africa's top-order looks 

for India.
Hendricks, Marco Jansen.settled. Hardik Pandya too scored crucial 

"Suryakumar scored a fifty off just 25 balls. 

New Delhi.

up against the Proteas' pace attack.
Speaking at the press conference before 

the match, as quoted by ANI, Nortje 
claimed that the South African pace 
attack is one of the best in the world 
and they back themselves against any 
team."Yes (if the match-up is between 
Indian top-order and SA's pace). We 
back ourselves and consider 
ourselves as one of the best pace 
attacks in the world. We have a lot of 
variety, we cover a lot of aspects, a lot 
of bases with our pace. We back 
ourselves against any team to do what have played till now.

we have to do to get over the line on a given South Africa had to share points with 
day. We have got two young spinners as Zimbabwe in their first game as rain halted 
well. Boys are looking forward to their chase. The Proteas then bounced 
tomorrow," said Nortje.back in the game against Bangladesh on South Africa's Anrich Nortje has With the weather in Australia playing a big Thursday as Rilee Rossouw's hundred and claimed that the Proteas bowlers consider role in how things are shaking up in the Nortje's four-wicket haul powered them to themselves to be one of the best pace tournament, Nortje claimed that the next a 104-run win.There is a possibility that attacks in the world ahead of their top-of- few games will be crucial for his side.the winner of the clash on Sunday could the-table clash with India on Sunday.India 

"There is possibility of our game and others' end up topping the group and the South and South Africa currently lead the way in 
game being washed out. So it is important African bowler said that the main battle in Group 2 of the T20 World Cup, with the 
to win every game which you play. So, we the match will see India's top-order going former having won both the matches they 
are taking it one at a time," said Nortje.

India vs South Africa: We consider ourselves as one of 
the best pace attacks in the world, says Anrich Nortje

New Delhi.Manchester City manager Pep 
Guardiola has said that local rivals 
Manchester United are on their way back in 
the Premier League. Manchester United are 
currently placed sixth, while Guardiola's 
Manchester City occupies the second spot 
in the league.

Speaking ahead of their game against 
Brighton, Guardiola said he thinks 
Manchester United are back and likes what 
he sees at the club.

"So I have the feeling that (Manchester) 
United is coming back finally. United is 
coming back. I have signals yesterday and 
the games like again Chelsea (in) the first 
half. Like I said, I like what I see at United 
right now. So there will be a lot, a lot of 
teams fighting for that. That's why you have 
to fight to qualify for the Champions 
League and fight for the title," said 
Guardiola.The Manchester City boss spoke 
about recent outgoings from the club in the 
form of Raheem Sterling, Oleksandr 
Zinchenko, and Gabriel Jesus, saying they 
would've stayed if they wanted to."I think 
from my point of view that the guys who 
gave us what they gave us, like Raheem 
(Sterling), Alex (Oleksandr Zinchenko), 
and Gabby (Gabriel Jesus). They deserve to 
choose where they want to play because if 
they didn't want to go to Arsenal or Chelsea, 
they would stay here," Guardiola added.

Finally, the former Barcelona and Bayern 
Munich coach wished his former player 
Fernandinho all the best ahead of the Copa 
Libertadores final.

"I would call him (Fernandinho). Of course, 
we wish him luck. So it's a big achievement, 
of course, (Copa) Libertadores is like a 
Champions League final there. So what an 
achievement again. So maybe he thought I 
came there to make the last two years (of his 
career) and look at that, you going to play 
the most important game in South America. 
So I wish him luck. He deserves all the 
best."With just two points behind Arsenal in 
the points table, Manchester City will be 
looking to gain momentum as they face 
Leicester City in the Premier League.

knows how to win tournaments," New Delhi.Former South Steyn said Mark Wood is a 
said Steyn.Africa pacer Dale Steyn favorite of his from 

has revealed his top-5 England since he bowls Steyn picked Pakistan's Shaheen 
fast bowlers at the over 140 kph throughout Afridi as his final bowler in the 
ongoing ICC Men's T20 his spell. top-5 list of pacers, saying he is 
World Cup in Australia. the key for Pakistan to go deep in "Mark Wood is a favorite of 
The 39-year-old picked the tournament.mine from England. I 
Sou th  Afr ican  duo  think he's the first fast He has great skill, does look to 
Kagiso Rabada and bowler to bowl all 24 balls swing it back to the right-handers, 
Anrich Nortje, England's in his spell of four overs and has got good skill when it 
Mark Wood, Australia's over 140 kilometers an comes to the slower ball, a very 
Mitchell Starc, and hour," Steyn added. fast bouncer, and again, another 
Pakistan's Shaheen Shah guy that Pakistan are going to rely The former pacer showered 
Afridi as his top-5 on if they want to beat South praise on Starc, calling with Anrich Nortje as my other pacers. Africa to make it through to the him a fantastic bowler with heaps fast bowler from South Africa, I Speaking to ICC, Steyn said the duo semi-finals. Shaheen Shah of experience.think the two of them in of Rabada and Nortje are Afridi's going to be the guy," "He's just a fantastic fast bowler. combination are just fantastic. fantastic, insisting that they can Steyn added.After two games Heaps of experience again, Rabada seems to up a level help South Africa to win this played, South Africa sit second in another big wicket-taker, left-whenever he gets to Australia, so World Cup. Group-2 of the Super-12 stage of arm, something different, he I'm looking for that competitive 

the ongoing ICC Men's T20 "Rabada is the leader of the South scares the batters with sheer pace streak to come out of him, and the 
World Cup. They are all set to African attack. I'm hoping South and just through exceptional two of them can go on and help 
lock horns with group leaders Africa can go on and win this experience over the years and South Africa to win this World 
India on October 30 in Perth.World Cup and him doubling up World Cup-winning medals, he Cup," said Steyn.

 New Delhi.Nicholas Pooran has vowed to 
continue as the West Indies white-ball captain 
after the two-time T20 World Cup champions 
exited this year's edition without making it to 
the Super 12s stage.

West Indies were expected to make it to the next 
stage of the T20 World Cup 2022 from the 
qualifiers. However, losses to Scotland and 
Ireland meant that they had an early exit from 
Australia.The aftermath of the debacle in the 
World Cup has seen CWI president Ricky 
Skerritt blaming the batters and promising to 
conduct a thorough review. Coach Phil 
Simmons has resigned from his position with 
his last assignment being the Test series 
against Australia next month.However, 
Pooran has vowed to continue as the white-
ball skipper of West Indies and said, as quoted 
by Cricinfo, that he would try to learn from the 
s e t b a c k  a n d  l o o k  t o  r e b o u n d  
quickly.Obviously, we don't know what the 
future holds but we will take it day by day," 

this is another test for me," he said. "I am a "Rest is the ultimate [way to heal] and every Pooran said on the sidelines of the Super50 
person that embraces challenges and this was player needs that, but inside it is still hurting as Cup, where he is set to lead Trinidad & 
just another one for me."It is not going to stop well. I want to use that hurt as motivation and Tobago. "Again, it was a learning experience 
me. I am going to continue to learn from my obviously come back strong."for all of us and this is our journey and our 
experiences and again I am happy I can wake "I have been thinking about the last couple of story. Time will tell what will happen but for 
up in the morning and see that I have an months...Playing cricket is my dream and now, it is just about focusing on ourselves and 
opportunity to play cricket again."obviously, I have had my test in life as well and how we can get better as individuals.

T20 World Cup: Former South Africa pacer Dale 
Steyn reveals his top-5 fast bowlers

New Delhi.Australia coach Andrew McDonald 
fears more Covid-19 cases could crop up in 
his team after Adam Zampa and Matthew 
Wade tested positive. Australia were dealt 
with a huge blow after Wade, who is their only 
wicket-keeper, tested positive for Covid-19.

Speaking about the rising number of Covid-19 
cases amongst players at the ongoing ICC 
Men's T20 World Cup, McDonald said it's 
possible that more cases could crop up in his 
squad.

"That's highly possible (more COVID cases) 
really the way it's gone. I suppose the strong 
point around that was that Matthew Wade was 
going to play tonight (Friday). So each 
individual is affected differently by the virus. 
Obviously, Zampa wasn't quite right. We had 
a caution there to make sure he was ready to 
go for this game whereas Wade responded 
totally differently, less symptoms and he was 
ready to go," said McDonald.

Australia's head coach went on to say that 
Covid-19 cases emerging is a real possibility 
for all the teams now."Zampa had to be 
isolated from the group. That was probably 
the only thing where we had to communicate 
separately from him, which is a little bit 
unique. But yeah, it's a real possibility for all 
teams," McDonald added.

Apart from the two Australians testing positive 
for Covid-19, Ireland's George Dockrell also 
caught the virus. However, he featured in 
Ireland's 9-wicket loss against Sri Lanka on 
Sunday. The Australian government lifted the 
mandatory isolation requirements for Covid 
positive cases earlier this month. As per the 
current ICC regulations, a positive test does 
not stop a player from playing in the ongoing 
T20 World Cup or training with his 
teammates.

After their game against England was washed 
out without a single ball being bowled, the 
Australians will turn their attention toward 
Ireland, who they face on October 31.

Nicholas Pooran vows to continue as West Indies 
white-ball captain: I am going to continue to learn

T20 World Cup: Good signs for India, Former Pakistan 
captain Inzamam-ul-Haq lauds Team India's form

 New Delhi.On-loan Arsenal defender Pablo 
Mari has been sidelined for two months after 
being stabbed in the back in a supermarket in 
Italy on Thursday.

Mari, who is currently on loan at Serie A club 
Monza, was among the victims of a knife 
attack inside a supermarket in the town of 
Assago which saw one man lose his life.

The attacker, according to the Italian police, 
was a 46-year-old man with mental health 
issues and he was detained after the incident 
in the supermarket and was put in a 
psychiatric ward under guard.It has now 
been confirmed that Mari will be out of 
action for at least two months following an 
operation on Friday.

Milan's Niguarda hospital said that its trauma 
team had to reconstruct two muscles in the 
back of the Spanish defender. They further 
commented, as quoted by Reuters, that such 
a muscle injury requires a person to take two 
months of rest before resuming physical 
activities."This type of muscle injury usually 
requires two months of rest before one can 
resume physical activities," it said, adding 
that surgery went well and rehabilitation 
would follow.

Mari commented on the incident and said he 
was lucky to be alive after seeing a man die 
in front of him."I was lucky, because I saw a 
person die in front of me," Mari was quoted 
as saying by Sky News in the aftermath of 
the attack.The on-loan Arsenal defender also 
took to Twitter and said that he and his 
family were fine despite the unfortunate 
incident and thanked everyone for their 
messages. He also extended his heartfelt 
condolences to the family of the man who 
lost his life during the attack.After the hard 
moment, we experienced yesterday, both my 
family and I want to communicate that 
fortunately we are all fine despite the 
circumstances, and we want to thank all the 
messages of support and affection that we 
are receiving.""In addition, we want to send 
our condolences and all our strength to the 
family and friends of the deceased person, 
and we sincerely wish that all injured people 
recover as soon as possible," tweeted Mari.

Premier League: 
United are coming 

back, says 
Manchester City 

boss Pep Guardiola 
ahead of tie against 

Leicester City

Ahead of the much-
anticipated India vs South 
Africa clash, Anrich Nortje 
has backed the Proteas' fast 
bowlers and claimed that 
they have one of the best 
pace attacks in the world. 
India will face South Africa in 
Perth on Sunday in a top-of-
the-table clash in Group 2.

On-loan Arsenal defender Pablo 
Mari sidelined for two months 
after stabbing incident in Italy

T20 World Cup: Andrew McDonald 
fears more Covid cases could crop 
up as Adam Zampa, Matthew Wade 
test positive

Former Pakistan captain Inzamam-ul-
Haq has said the likes of Virat Kohli 
and Suryakumar Yadav getting runs 
is a good sign for Team India. The 
Men in Blue have won their opening 
two matches and are set to lock 
horns against South Africa in a 
crucial Super-12 match in Perth. 

Despite West Indies' 
early exit from this 
year's edition of the 
T20 World Cup, 
Nicholas Pooran has 
vowed to continue 
as the white-ball 
skipper and said he 
will use the setback 
as motivation. West 
Indies crashed out 
in the qualifier stage 
after suffering 
losses to Scotland 
and Ireland.

Former South Africa 

pacer Dale Steyn has 

revealed his top-5 fast 

bowlers at the ongoing 

ICC Men's T20 World Cup 

in Australia. The 39-year-

old picked South African 

duo Kagiso Rabada and 

Anrich Nortje, England's 

Mark Wood, Australia's 

Mitchell Starc, and 

Pakistan's Shaheen Shah 

Afridi as his top-5 pacers.
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also been informed about the New Delhi.A portion above the 
repair  of  this  his tor ical  main gate leading to the iconic 
structure.Local shopkeepers of 'Katra Neel' located at Chandni 
Katra Neel said that all the shops Chowk in the national capital has 
in the area were closed at the collapsed. This door of Katra 
time when the upper part of the Neel and the portion of the 
gateway was damaged and no gateway built above it is nearly 
one was hurt as there was no 165-years-old.
movement of people at that Katra Neel located in Old Delhi is 
time. Built in 1857, Katra Neel an important part of Indian 
i s  a n  u n p r o t e c t e d  history where the initial war of 
heritage.Prasad Yadav, a India's independence movement 
businessman who runs a shop in was fought against the British. 
Katra Neel, said that along with Many people were martyred at upper part of the gateway collapsed on 

the police, the Delhi Fire Department the Katra Neel. its own on Friday morning. However, 
has also been informed about the no person was hurt in this accident. At At present, this place is known as the 
accident. At present, the police and fire present, the policemen who came here wholesale market of sarees and ladies 
department have put barricades on the have put up barricades. Along with suits.According to the Katra Neel 
entry from this gateway going towards this, the concerned department has Resident Welfare Association, this 
Katra Neel.

NEWS BOX

Over 95% farmers agree to land acquisition 
in second phase for Jewar airport

Delhi: Portion of  iconic 'Katra Neel' 
gateway in Chandni Chowk collapses

7-day period to get familiar with the new 
handler and to obey their commands 
efficiently.The Army dogs serve up to the 
age of 9, after which they're retired and 
sent to an old age home, from where they 
can be adopted as well.The army dogs are 
well trained at finding threats and do not 
attack civilians and their attack tendency 
is strictly based on situation, training and 
commands.

There are a variety of duties which are 
performed by Army dogs, and these 
include guard duty, patrolling, sniffing for 
explosives, including Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs), mine 
detection, sniffing contraband items 
including drugs, assaulting potential 
targets, avalanche debris detection as well 
as participating in search operations to 
locate hiding fugitives and terroristsThere 
are over 30 dog units across the country potential targets, participating in search The Indian Army have been using these 
with 24 dogs in each full unit, there are 12 operations to locate hiding fugitives and fierce canine warriors for decades. On 
canine units in the valley alone. These terrorists and even trained in getting July 22, a two-year-old Army dog named  New Delhi .Meet Cadoc and Cain, two include dogs from various breeds, like instructions on walkie-talkies mounted on Axel was killed in the line of duty in fierce canine warriors of the Indian Army. Labradors, German Shepherds and their vests.On October 13 this year, Army Jammu and Kashmir while taking part in a These Belgian Malinois dogs are Belgian Malinois and the Indian Army is Assault canine 'Zoom' laid down his life search operation. Axel was given a companions of Zoom and Axel, two also inducting dogs from, the Indian breed in the line of duty, after suffering gunshot ceremonial guard of honor by the Army canine warriors who laid down their lives of Mudhol hound.The Army dogs are wounds during an operation fighting before his burial in the Army Dog Unit he serving the armed forces this year. inducted from a breeding unit of the army gallantly with terrorists, saving lives of served in.These four-legged warriors of the Indian to ensure the best quality of the fierce soldiers.Zoom is not the first Canine These canine warriors have a dog handler, Army are well-trained at assaulting canine warriors.warrior who lost his life in the line of duty. but if handlers need change, they require a 

Meet Indian Army dogs Cadoc and Cain: Well-
trained to locate hiding fugitives, terrorists

Yogi Adityanath about 10 days ago, 
following which they gave their nod 
to the acquisition. For the first time 
in nearby localities, a land 
acquisition is happening in such a 
peaceful manner for the progress of 
not only the locality but the country 
also,” said Jewar MLA Dhirendra 
Singh.

Shakir Khan, a farmer from Nangala 
Jahanu, said, “We were opposing the 
land acquisition as we wanted to 
safeguard the future of our children. 
We were not happy with the way 
relocation was done by the officers 
in the first phase. Now, after meeting 
the CM, we are relieved since he has 
promised increased compensation 
and jobs for our children. We are 
ready for the acquisition.”

a meeting with Chief Minister Yogi New Delhi. Over 95 per cent of the 
The international airport under 

Adityanath, who had announced farmers have reportedly given their 
construction at Jewar in Uttar Pradesh 

increased compensation and jobs for nod for land acquisition for the second 
is touted to be Asia's largest and the 

locals, the farmers agreed to the terms.phase of construction of the proposed 
world's fourth largest. The chief 

Jewar airport. Dissatisfied with the “The farmers were dissatisfied with the minister is personally looking after the 
relocation in a ‘hurry’, many farmers officers involved in the relocation development of the airport to avoid 
had refused to give up their land. After process. A delegation of farmers met any roadblocks.

7 cops among 30 
wounded in gas cylinder 
explosion amid Chhath 
Puja in Bihar's 
Aurangabad

  New Delhi.The Indian Army has been running an 
initiative in coordination with the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration for the past one year to bring 
back the radicalised or vulnerable youth of the valley 
into the mainstream.

Under the initiative 'Sahi Rasta', over 130 youngsters 
from the valley participated in a 21-day-long 
programme.So far, six batches of about 25 youths 
each, mostly from North Kashmir between the age 
group of 16-25, have attended the skill and personality 
development programme organised by the Indian 
Army and J&K civil administration.

According to army officials, the participants have 
shown significant signs of de-radicalisation.

The programme is run in the Valley with a major focus 
on breaking the cycle of violence. According to senior 
officials, there has been a shift in the strategy of 
security forces in combating terrorists from what it 
was earlier of eliminating the terrorists to now finding 
and eliminating the root cause of radicalisation which 
has been turning the youth of the valley to cannon 
fodder.

Talking about the initiative, army officials claim that the 
initiative has been widely appreciated by the people, 
as it aims at completely uprooting radicalisation 
channels from the valley.

'Sahi Rasta' initiative 
turning radicalised 
youth into Army 
aspirants in J-K

Delhi High Court to hear 2019 
Jamia violence pleas on 

November 29
New Delhi: Delhi high Court on Friday deferred 

the hearing of a batch of petitions relating to the 
violence at Jamia Millia Islamia university 
during protests against CAA, to November 29.

A bench headed by Chief Justice Satish Chandra 
Sharma directed the cases to be heard by a 
division bench headed by Justice Siddharth 
Mridul along with a batch of pleas relating to the 
Delhi riots pending before that bench.

A Division bench led by Justice Mridul has been 
hearing pleas alleging that hate speeches by 
political leaders led to the Delhi riots in 2020.The 
bench led by the Chief Justice requested the 
Division bench to decide the matter at an early 
date.This has been done considering the 
Supreme Court’s recent order passed earlier this 
month requesting Delhi High Court to hear a plea 
about alleged Jamia violence soon.Today, 
Advocate Rajat Nair appearing for the Delhi 
Police in court sought adjournment in the case as 
ASG SV Raju who will argue on behalf of the 
Delhi Police was not available today.

He also informed the court that related matters are 
being heard by another division bench headed by 
Justice Siddharth Mridul.Senior Advocate Colin 
Gonsalves appearing for the petitioner told the 
court that the Jamia cases were always before the 
Chief Justice’s bench only.

The bench, however, decided to transfer the batch 
of pleas to another bench which is hearing the 
connected matters.The present batch of petitions 
were filed by lawyers, Jamia students and others 
alleging excessive use of force and aggression by 
the police and paramilitary forces on students 
within the university on December 13, 2019.

'Who should be the next CM?': After Punjab, Arvind 
Kejriwal asks Gujarat about AAP's CM face

New Delhi. Aam Aadmi Party pm on 3rd Novermber, the party confidence. There was never a 
chief and Delhi Chief Minister will announce the result on 4th clarity as to why Rupani was 
Arvind Kejriwal at a press Nov. asked to  res ign. .Was he  
briefing in Surat on Saturday Adressing a press briefing in inefficient, did he fail to deliver, 
asked the people of Gujarat Gujarat, Kejriwal said "We're was he corrupt? -- all these 
"Who should be the next Gujarat issuing a number and an email questions remain unanswered.chief minister?. On the lines of 

id. You can send your opinions There is a wave in favour of the Punjab, where a survey was 
on it until 5 pm on 3rd Nov. AAP party as the people have got conducted for AAP's CM face 

Criticising the BJP practises and and Bhagwant Mann was chosen fed up with the BJP`s 27 years` 
policies, Kejriwal said in a as the CM, the party has given rule he asserted. The people are 

four options to send their democracy, the people have the looking for ̀ Parivartan`. Though 
opinions including Call, SMS final authority, but BJP does not the BJP has been in power since 
and emails. He shared a phone believe in it, that is the reason the last 27 years, it is unable to number (6357000360), on people`s choice was not taken list the development work done which people can leave whats 

into consideration when Vijay by it. The BJP leaders are busy app message, voice message or 
Rupani was picked up as the countering and blaming AAP text message for their choice of 
chief minister.leader. He also shared an email leaders as they have nothing to 

Also, when he and his entire ID aapnocm@gmail.com for the offer to the people of the state, 
purpose. The deadline for the cabinet was removed, BJP did the AAP chief said.
name submission is open till 5 not take the people into 

Addressing a press briefing in Surat, Arvind Kejriwal asked the people of Gujarat "Who should be the next Gujarat chief minister? He 

also issued a contact number and an email id for people to send their opinions.

 New Delhi. Over 30 people have been injured after a two-
storey building caught fire due to a gas cylinder 
explosion in Bihar's Aurangabad. The building is 
situated on one of the narrowest streets in the city, near 
Odia Gali, and it caught a massive fire after an explosion 
jolted the area. The injured have been admitted to Sadar 
Hospital and their treatment is underway.Seven police 
officials also got scorched while dousing the fire and 
they were rushed to Sadar Hospital.Sources said that the 
fire broke out amid Chhath Puja preparations that were 
held at a residence on Murphy Radio's street located on 
Old GT Road and the women of his house were making 
prasad for the festival. Sources said that the cylinder had 
been leaking while the residents were preparing prasad 
(offerings) for the festival and it was realised only after a 
gas pipe exploded with a loud bang.

The incident impacted many, including more than 30 
people who were injured in the massive fire. Police 
personnel who went to douse the fire were also scorched 
by the blazing flames. They are being treated at Sadar 
Hospital.

NEW DELHI: Opposing the central biotech regulator's 
decision to allow environmental release of genetically 
modified (GM) mustard for seed production and testing, 
two RSS-affiliates Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM) and 
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) on Friday demanded 
withdrawal of the decision with the former even writing 
to environment minister Bhupender Yadav seeking his 
intervention to ensure that no transgenic variety of 
mustard seed is allowed to be planted "now or ever" due 
to risks involved in its use.Both these outfits also 
questioned safety protocol being followed by the 
regulator, Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee 
(GEAC), before taking the decision, and asked why the 
recommendation for environmental release was given 
even before the research has been done in the country 
about impact of transgenic mustard on bees and 
pollination. The BKS even flagged how the regulator's 
move was even against Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
vision of revival of self-sustainable agriculture."This is 
to bring to your notice that nothing has changed from 
May 2017 when the GEAC’s green signal for this unsafe 
GM mustard had to be stopped by the government, 
keeping in mind various concerns...

RSS affiliates oppose nod 
to GM Mustard

Meet Cadoc and Cain, 

two fierce canine 

warriors of the Indian 

Army. These four-legged 

warriors are well-

trained at assaulting 

potential targets, 

participating in search 

operations to locate 

hiding fugitives and 

terrorists.

New Delhi, Sunday, 30 October, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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