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Tripura goes to polls on February 16; Nagaland
and Meghalaya to vote on February 27
Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, January 18: Tripura will go to the
polls on February 16 whereas Nagaland
and Meghalaya will vote on February
27. The counting of votes will take place
on March 2. The notifications for the
polls will be issued on January 21 in case
of Tripura and on January 31 in cases of
Nagaland and Meghalaya. The Election
Commission announced the schedule
here on Wednesday. While the term of
the Nagaland assembly ends on March
12, the terms of Meghalaya and Tripura
assemblies end on March 15 and March
22, respectively. The three state assem-
blies have 60 members each. Bypoll to
the Lakshadweep Lok Sabha seat, which
was vacated following the disqualifica-
tion of Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) member Mohammed Faizal after
his conviction in a criminal case, will be
held on February 27, along with by-elec-
tions to six Assembly seats spread over five states.
The counting of votes will be taken up on March 2,
the day the results of the Tripura, Meghalaya and

Nagaland Assembly polls are scheduled to be
announced. The Tripura Assembly polls will be
held on February 16. While two bypolls will take

place in Maharashtra (the Kasba Peth and
Chinchwad seats), one bypoll each will be held in
Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bangal and

Tamil Nadu, the Election Commission (EC) said in
a statement on Wednesday. The Lumla seat in
Arunachal Pradesh fell vacant following the death

of incumbent MLA Jambey Tashi.
The Ramgarh seat in Jharkhand
was vacated after the disqualifica-
tion of Mamta Devi. The Erode
(East) seat in Tamil Nadu was vacat-
ed after the death of incumbent
MLA E Thirumahan Everaa. West
Bengal’s Sagardighi Assembly seat
fell vacant after the death of incum-
bent MLA Subrata Saha. The death
of Congress MP from Jalandhar
Santokh Singh was not “reported”
to the EC by the Lok Sabha secre-
tariat. Hence, bypoll to the parlia-
mentary seat was not announced on
Wednesday, sources later
explained. A vacancy is notified by
the legislative body concerned—
Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, state
assemblies and legislative coun-

cils—following which the EC takes a call on hold-
ing a bypoll. The notification for all the bypolls will
be issued on January 31. 

"Emergency door of IndiGo plane was opened by mistake, he also
apologised": Jyotiraditya Scindia on row concerning Tejasvi Surya

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, January 18: Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Wednesday said BJP MP Tejasvi Surya
himself reported and apologised for the
incident where he accidentally opened
the emergency exit of an IndiGo plane
last month. The minister's remarks
come against the backdrop of Surya, the
ruling BJP's Bengaluru South MP, facing
flak from Congress over the incident,
which happened on December 10 last
year at Chennai airport. On Tuesday,
IndiGo said a passenger accidentally
opened the emergency exit of the plane
after boarding at Chennai airport but did
not disclose the identity of the person.
When asked about the incident, Scindia
said it had happened on the ground.
"When the incident happened, Tejasvi
Surya ji himself reported that incident,
based on which the full protocol was fol-
lowed as DGCA itself has investigated
and enunciated. The full protocol was

followed and pressurisation was
checked, all the other checks were in

place and only then (did) the aircraft
take off. I think he himself apologised...
"The person concerned, Tejasvi Surya

himself reported to the crew and the
pilot following which all the protocols

were followed and only then was the air-
craft allowed to take off," the minister
told reporters on the sidelines of an

event here. In a statement on Tuesday,
IndiGo said a passenger travelling on
flight 6E 7339 from Chennai to
Tiruchirapalli on December 10, 2022
accidentally opened the emergency exit
during the boarding process. "The pas-
senger immediately apologised for the
action. As per SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures), the incident was logged
and the aircraft underwent mandatory
engineering checks, which led to a delay
in the flight's departure," it had said. A
senior of ficial at aviation regulator
DGCA on Tuesday said the event was
duly reported and that no safety was
compromised, adding that it appears that
by mistake, the right hand emergency
exit got opened by a passenger while the
aircraft was on the ground. "The crew
took note and resultantly, all appropriate
airworthiness action such as reinstalling
of door, pressurization check etc were
carried out before the release of the air-
craft for departure. No safety was com-
promised," the official had said.  

2023 Assembly, 2024 LS polls on mind, Opposition parties come
together in Telangana under slogan ‘Ab ki baar kisan sarkar’

TST Correspondent

Chandigarh, January 18 : With the
2023 Assembly and the 2024 General
Elections in mind, some Opposition
parties are coming together on a
common platform on Wednesday in
Khammam to sound the poll bugle.
The move has been initiated by
Telengana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, who recently
rechristened his Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) as Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS). KCR, who led the
agenda of creating a separate
Telangana state, is now eyeing a
national role for himself and his
party in 2024.  The Khammam rally,
BRS leaders say, will unite North
and South India. According to an
official statement issued by the BRS
ahead of the rally, “Kerala Chief
Minister Pinayari Vijayan, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh Maan, for-
mer UP Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav

are attending the event”. A vociferous
critic of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the two-time Telangana CM is
expected to launch another scathing
attack against him and the BJP govern-

ment at the Centre. The BRS is expect-
ed to build the campaign around the
agriculture sector and farmers, as also
signified by the slogan ‘ab ki baar kisan
sarkar’. “Under KCR, Telangana is on

the path of progress in a short span of
time and made Its agriculture sector a
model for the country,” claim party
leaders, slamming the Central
Government for “deteriorating day-to-
day governance”. “The people of the
country have realised that the
Telangana model is ideal for the coun-
try and KCR’s politics is needed by the
country. KCR is getting support from
political parties, intellectuals and other
communities from every nook and cor-
ner of the country. His leadership is
essential for the welfare of the farmers
of the country,” they add.  Opposition
unity still has a long way to go While
the BRS rally is an interesting political
move, it is still a long way for the
Opposition parties trying to build a
front/alliance to take on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2024. Opposition par-
ties like Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress, Sharad Pawar-led
NCP and other regional parties are yet
to display their cards for the Lok Sabha
elections to be held next year. 

Need to build resilient health system across world:
India at G20 Health Working Group meet

Sanjay Kumar

Thiruvananthapuram, January 18:
COVID-19 pandemic will not be the last
one and therefore, emergency prepared-
ness is an overarching priority that
requires building of resilient
health systems across the world to
protect people in the face of simi-
lar crises, India said on
Wednesday during the G20 Health
Working Group meeting here.
Pointing to the need to respond
together each time when such
threats to global health emerge,
Minister of State for Health and
Family Welfare Bharati Pravin
Pawar said it was essential to ally
with emerging scientific evidence,
diversify our capacities and capa-
bilities and strengthen the early
warning systems. VDO.AI She said that
emergency preparedness was no longer
an initiative in isolation, but rather “an

overarching priority” which “requires
efforts to build resilient health systems
horizontally and vertically across the
world”. “In an increasingly interconnect-
ed world we need to ensure that our com-
munities are resilient and have equal

opportunities to protect themselves in
the face of a crisis. “The principle of equi-
ty and equitable support must be non-
negotiable in our pursuit for health secu-

rity,” she stressed in her keynote address
at the G20 India Health Working Group
meeting. Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya also tweeted about
the meeting. “My Ministerial Colleagues
@DrBharatiPPawarJi & @VMBJP Ji inau-

gurated the G20 Health Working
group meeting. I heartily welcome
all the delegates in Kerala, India.
India as part of its #G20 Presidency
will work towards creating a health-
ier world & ensuring health equity
globally,” he said. The first Health
Working Group meeting under G20
India Presidency is under way
presently and will conclude on
January 20. India assumed the pres-
idency of the G20 on December 01,
2022. Pawar said that during the
two-day long meeting of the

Working Health Group, the aim would be
to “realign our politics and policies”. “We
must invest collectively and the invest-
ment must start today.” 

Manpreet Badal quits
Congress, joins BJP

Chandigarh, Januar y 18: Former state finance
minister Manpreet Badal joined the BJP in New
Delhi on Wednesday. Earlier in the day, owing to
dif ferences with the current state par ty leaders,
he announced his resignation from the Congress
on his Twitter handle. Nephew of SAD patriarch
Parkash Singh Badal, Manpreet star ted his polit-
ical career in 1995 by winning the Gidderbaha by-
election. In almost three-decade-long political
career, it is the four th par ty Manpreet has joined.

He had dif ferences with Punjab Congress chief
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring. In the resigna-
tion letter addressed to Rahul Gandhi, he said
that seven years ago, he merged the People's
Par ty of Punjab with the Congress. He said, "I
did so with immense hope, and an expectation of
being integrated into an organisation with a rich
histor y, that would allow me to ser ve both the
people of Punjab and its interests to the best of
my ability. Initial enthusiasm gradually gave way
to disillusionment." In the letter, he also recount-
ed the ef for ts he had made to “bring Punjab out
of the financial mess” but said that far from being
acknowledged for his ef for ts, he was vilified in
the Punjab Congress for failing to display “what
can only be described as fiscal recklessness”. "I
do not see the point in elaborating extensively on
all the proceedings that led to my ultimate and
irrevocable disaf fection. Suf fice it to say that the
manner in which the Congress par ty has con-
ducted its af fairs and taken decisions, especially
with regard to Punjab, has been dishear tening, to
say the least," he added. Manpreet said the
coterie of men entrusted with the authority to
dictate Delhi’s writ to the Punjab unit of the
Congress is far from sound. Instead of striving to
reduce internal disagreement in an already-divid-
ed house, these men acted to fur ther increase
factionalism, and strengthened the worst ele-
ments in the par ty, he added.

Washington, January 18: USC
researchers may have found the
biggest influencer in the spread of fake
news: social platforms’ structure of
rewarding users for habitually sharing
information. The team’s findings, pub-
lished Tuesday by Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, upend
popular misconceptions that misinfor-
mation spreads because users lack the
critical thinking skills necessary for dis-
cerning truth from falsehood or
because their strong political beliefs
skew their judgment. Just 15 per cent of
the most habitual news sharers in the
research were responsible for spread-
ing about 30 per cent to 40 per cent of
the fake news. The research team from
the USC Marshall School of Business
and the USC Dornsife College of
Letters, Arts and Sciences wondered:
What motivates these users? As it turns
out, much like any video game, social
media has a rewards system that
encourages users to stay on their
accounts and keep posting and sharing.
Users who post and share frequently,
especially sensational, eye-catching
information, are likely to attract atten-
tion. "Due to the reward-based learning

systems on social media, users form
habits of sharing information that gets
recognition from others," the
researchers wrote. "Once habits form,
information sharing is automatically
activated by cues on the platform with-
out users considering critical response
outcomes, such as spreading misinfor-
mation." Posting, sharing and engaging
with others on social media can, there-
fore, become a habit. "Our findings
show that misinformation isn't spread
through a deficit of users. It's really a
function of the structure of the social
media sites themselves," said Wendy
Wood, an expert on habits and USC
emerita Provost Professor of psycholo-
gy and business. "The habits of social
media users are a bigger driver of mis-
information spread than individual
attributes. We know from prior
research that some people don't
process information critically, and oth-
ers form opinions based on political
biases, which also affects their ability to
recognize false stories online," said
Gizem Ceylan, who led the study dur-
ing her doctorate at USC Marshall and
is now a postdoctoral researcher at the
Yale School of Management. 

Delhi traffic police issue advisory in view of
Republic Day Parade rehearsals

New Delhi, January 18: Traffic restrictions will be
in place on Kartavyapath from 10:15 am to 12:30 pm on
January 18, 20 and 21 in view of Republic Day Parade
rehearsals, police said on Wednesday. The traffic
police requested motorists to observe traffic rules and
road discipline and follow directions of personnel
deployed at all intersections. It also asked people to
plan their journeys to avoid inconvenience. The traffic
advisory suggested routes to be taken for commuting
from north to south Delhi and vice versa. The adviso-
ry listed, “Ring Road i.e. Sarai Kale Khan - IP flyover -
Rajghat. Lajpat Rai Marg - Mathura Road - Bhairon
Road - Ring Road. Prithviraj Road - Rajesh Pilot Marg-
Subramaniam Bharti Marg- Mathura Road- Bhairon
Road - Ring Road. Barfkhana - Azad Market - Rani
Jhasi flyover- Panchkulan Road - Hanuman Murti -
Vande Matram Mard - Dhaula Kuan.” For travel from
east to west Delhi and vice versa, it suggested, “Ring
Road - Bhairon Road - Mathura Road - Subramaniam
Bharti Marg - Rajesh Pilot Marg - Prithvi Raj Road -
Safdarjung Road - Kamal Ataturk Marg - Panchsheel
Marg - Simon Boliver Marg - Upper Ridge
Road/Vande Matram Marg.” The list further suggest-
ed, “Ring Road - ISBT - Chandgi Ram Akhara - Mall
Road - Azad Pur - Ring Road. From Ring Road -
Bhairon Road - Mathura Road - Lodhi Road -
Aurobindo Marg - Safdarjung Road - Teen Murti Marg
- Mother Teresa Crescent - Park Street - Shankar Road
- Vande Matram Marg.” It suggested “Ring Road -

Shraddha Walkar’s father demands
action against policemen who did

not act on complaints
Palghar, January 18: Vikas Walkar, father

of Shraddha Walkar who was murdered
allegedly by her live-in partner Aaftab
Poonawala, met Mira Bhayandar-Vasai Virar
police chief Madhukar Pandey and demand-
ed action against the policemen who appar-
ently did not act swiftly on two complaints.
Pandey has assured action against the erring
officials, Vikas told reporters outside the
MBVV police commissioner’s office at Vasai
in Maharashtra’s Palghar district on
Tuesday. This was the second meeting
between the two. According to Vikas,
Shraddha had filed a complaint with the
Tulinj police in 2020 accusing Poonawala of
abusing and assaulting her, while he himself
had approached the Manikpur police after
his daughter went missing last year. Both
police stations, which come under the juris-
diction of the MBVV, did not act on the com-
plaints quickly, he had alleged earlier.
Poonawala allegedly strangled Shraddha and
cut her body into 35 pieces which he kept in
a fridge at his residence in Mehrauli in south
Delhi in May last year, before dumping them
across the city over several days.

Study reveals key reason behind
spread of fake news on social media

UN General Assembly
President Csaba Korosi to

visit India this month
United Nations, January 18: President of the 77th ses-

sion of the United Nations General Assembly Csaba Korosi
will visit India later this month and meet senior officials, his
spokesperson said, a month after his meeting with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar here on the sidelines of the
last signature events of the UN Security Council under
India’s presidency last year. Korosi is expected to visit the
country on January 29 and will meet senior government
officials, apart from addressing the Indian Council of World
Affairs, a foreign policy think tank, spokesperson for the
General Assembly President Paulina Kubiak said at a brief-
ing here on Tuesday. During his trip, Korosi will also meet
scientists and visit a water conservation project, Kubiak
added. Korosi is a Hungarian diplomat currently serving as
President of the 77th United Nations General Assembly.
From India, he will travel to China, where, in addition to
meeting senior government officials, he is expected to visit
the International Research Centre of Big Data for
Sustainable Development Goals (CBAS), Kubiak added.
The CBAS aims to facilitate the implementation of the UN’s
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the CBAS’ offi-
cial website said. In December last year, during India’s
Presidency of the UN Security Council, Jaishankar met
Korosi. The duo held discussions regarding India’s tenure
in the Council, the country’s goals as G20 president, and
the importance of reformed multilateralism.
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Gold, silver price t: Yellow 
metal records dip, silver 
trades higher on MCX | 
Check latest rates here

Sensex, Nifty climb after 
opening flat; bank stocks 
drag, metal gains

b u d g e t . O n e  o f  t h e  New Delhi. The central government is 
government’s key areas working on a crucial plan to boost 
of focus since the Covid-India’s GDP growth in FY24 to tackle 
19 pandemic has been to the impact of the global economic 
promote India as a slowdown that is likely to get 
potential competitor to worse.While the government has 
China in terms of local limited fiscal room to go overboard 
manufac tur ing .  The  with spending, it is planning to give a 
upcoming budget will huge allocation boost to existing 
a l so  s ee  a  s im i l a r  production-linked incentive (PLI) 
manufacturing push, as schemes, reported The Economic 
India plans to attract Times.The focus of the scheme is 
global manufacturers likely to be on manufacturing and 
from around the world.new sectors are likely to be included, 

towards PLI schemes in the previous added the report. With this, the Lower private investment has been a 
budget was Rs 1.97 lakh crore, government could be extending its worry for the government since the 
covering a total of 14 sectors. In the focus on local manufacturing in the global economic condition started 
upcoming budget, the incentive wake of tough global conditions, deteriorating in 2022, and the PLI 
amount for the five-year period starting r i d d l e d  b y  i n f l a t i o n  a n d  scheme may be an ideal route to tackle 
FY22 could be raised further.One of recession.High-impact manufacturing the issue.Moreover, experts believe 
the people cited in the ET report said sectors like electronics and IT that a higher allocation towards the PLI 
that the PLI schemes have had a visible hardware could get a significant top up scheme will not have a significant 
impact on the ground, while another in allocation under the PLI scheme, as impact on the government's fiscal 
person said there could be a 20-30 per per people quoted in the ET report.It math, given that the payouts do not 
cent increase in allocation in the may be noted that the total allocation have to be made immediately.

Microsoft joins layoffs spree; Company plan to FIRE 
THOUSANDS of  employees-- Read details inside

Budget 2023: Local manufacturing likely to get 
huge boost amid global economic slowdown

New Delhi. More than a dozen of Apple companies from phone makers to fintech Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made it 
service providers. It has tightened rules a national priority to grow India’s Inc.’s Chinese suppliers are receiving 
that forbid companies from bordering manufacturing sector, providing initial clearance by India to expand in the 
countries from entering without financial incentives and government country, helping the tech giant’s efforts to 
government consent, and Chinese support for companies’ expansion diversify its assembly network beyond 
companies have missed out on state projects. Apple has played a central role China.
incentives to tech manufacturers.in that effort, with partners such as Hon AirPods and iPhone assembler Luxshare 

Hai Precision Industry Co. producing Meanwhile India has been steadily ramping Precision Industry Co. and a unit of 
more iPhones in the country for the latest up local assembly of smartphones, lensmaker Sunny Optical Technology 
generation than ever before.About 14 allowing Taiwanese manufacturers Hon Group Co. are among the companies 
suppliers are receiving green light from Hai, Wistron Corp. and Pegatron Corp. to gaining approval, people familiar with 
India, after Apple named them as set up plants. But the absence of crucial the matter said, asking not to be named 
companies whose services it needs to component makers close to their because the permits aren’t public. The 
increase its presence in India, the people operations has limited the domestic clearances from key Indian ministries are 
said. While the vast majority of Apple industry’s growth.While India is now a step toward full approval for expansion chain to boost and diversify its 
products are still assembled in China, the approving several Chinese suppliers’ in India, and the companies will still electronics industry. Joint ventures with 
company has in recent years started expansion in the country, some are still likely to be required to find local Indian Chinese component makers are a way of 
making more of them in India through getting rejected, the people said. Apple joint venture partners, the people said. achieving that.India largely cut off 
Taiwanese partners.Representatives for submitted a list of about 17 suppliers to Chinese companies from its tech Apple and other US electronics brands are 
Luxshare, Sunny Optical, Apple and Indian authorities, and a few of them were economy after the countries’ troops seeking to reduce their reliance on China 
India’s technology ministry didn’t turned down, at least one because of clashed violently on their long-disputed after trade restrictions and Covid-related 
respond to emails seeking comments. direct ties to the Chinese government, one border in 2020, leading to at least 20 production disruptions laid bare the risks 

of the people said.Cupertino, California-based Apple wields deaths on the Indian side. The incident of too much concentration in one country. 
tight control over its supply chain that Han’s Laser Technology Industry Group sent anti-China business sentiment The clearances signal that India is 
comprises hundreds of component Co. and Shenzhen YUTO Packaging soaring in the country.Since then, India allowing more Chinese companies in to 
makers. Some Indian companies, such as Technology Co. are among those being has banned apps of Alibaba Group build out its tech manufacturing sector, 
the Tata Group, already provide Apple cleared, the people said.--With assistance Holding Ltd., Tencent Holdings Ltd. and even as political tensions between the 
with parts, and the country is pushing to from Debby Wu, Gao Yuan, Sudhi Ranjan ByteDance Ltd., and raided, probed and Asian neighbors have intensified.
add more local providers into the supply Sen and Adrija Chatterjee.penalized a raft of other Chinese tech 

In boost to Apple, India gives initial 
clearance to some Chinese suppliers

lay offs recently)"From a large picture 
viewpoint, another looming round of 
layoffs at Microsoft implies the 

reportedly doing so as its fiscal year New Delhi. In a move to restructure its situation is not improving, and 
comes to a close. Microsoft's income is staff and generate savings in order to probably continuing to worsen," 
predicted to slow down and show no stay competitive, Microsoft may join Morningstar analyst Dan Romanoff 
discernible regional or product-based the layoffs spree soon. As per the commented.According to Bloomberg, 
patterns during the time of the reports, the company is looking to the business intends to make major job 
employment reduction. (Also Read: restructure its workforce and will be cuts this week across several technical 
THESE three finest post office eliminating thousands of positions divisions, compared to other waves of 
schemes offer better returns; Check across several businesses. 6,000 jobs layoffs from the previous year.
calculator, maturity, policy terms, could be eliminated, according to a 

Oracle, Twitter, Tesla, Meta, and other key details)As investors grow Reuters report. Although a date is not 
Amazon are just a few of the Big Tech more concerned about a recession, tech yet known, it is anticipated that the 
companies that have lately made businesses have been making job cuts decision will be announced soon.
layoffs. Some of these companies have and slowing hiring as a result. Sky According to reports, customer and eliminated thousands of employees, News reports that Microsoft will soon partner solutions, engineering, and while others have decreased their eliminate 11,000 jobs or around 5 consulting employees would be laid objective for hiring new engineers by percent of its current staff. (Also Read: off. In order to "realign business as much as 30 percent.10 BIG companies that did MASSIVE groups and roles," Microsoft is 

Inflation may have peaked, but cost of  
living crisis far from over: Experts

from the cost of living crisis, but talk about tightening rates, and Davos Inflation is likely to have reached its 
said that he expects the country about stimulus spending, I think peak in 2022 but there is no end in sight to 
m i g h t  n o t  n e e d  t h e  f u l l  the only way to break the long-the cost of living crisis, experts said on 
amount."The price levels are lower term trend of rising inequality is Tuesday.
than we expected. We have less productivity," he added.Speaking at a panel discussion during the 
hardship cases, and so my He explained that Unilever has World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 
expectation is that we won't need increased the wages it pays its own 2023 here, they said those on low incomes 
the whole protective shield of two workers, imploring others to do and in the developing world will be 
hundred billion, which is good the same.grappling with high prices for years to 
news," he said.According to him, come.Gita Gopinath, Deputy Managing Laura D'Andrea Tyson, Professor of 
on top of protecting society's most Director of the International Monetary Economics at the University of 
vulnerable, the sections in the Fund, said, "We do believe that, in terms Cal i fornia ,  Berkeley,  a lso  
middle also need shielding from of headline inflation for the global highlighted the fundamental issue 
the cost of living crisis."From the economy, we think it peaked in 2022." of wages.measures," the minister said.The panel 
German, European, perspective, we are Participants agreed that inflation is "I almost want to say, without calling it a also agreed that the knee-jerk reaction of 
doing a lot for the most vulnerable, paying inextricably linked to the cost of living cost of living crisis, let's call it what the "re-shoring" industry in response to 
welfare subsidies. But we have to ask: crisis and tackling inflation is key to existed before, and that is a living wage the supply chain shock of the COVID 
what can we do to stabilise the qualified easing the cost crunch in the long crisis for many people."She also pandemic must be averted if inflation and 
people who are working hard, playing by runHowever, Gopinath warned, "Even if suggested tackling long-standing issues the cost of living crisis are to be tackled 
t h e  r u l e s ? " . " A r e n a i s s a n c e  o f  inflation comes down, prices are high around planning and approvals for effectively.Giving the perspective from 
competitiveness, so that our companies because we don't have deflation, we have housing -- in order to build more stock and business, Unilever CEO Alan Jope said 
are able to pay their wages... we have to lower levels of inflation. The prices have bring down prices -- and addressing the the "fragmentation of supply chains is 
reform the electricity market, we have to gone up. How much of an impact that has climate crisis and utilising technology frankly another inflationary pressure in 
reduce the burdens, for example, in had on households and on consumption would aid the global response to inflation.this economy" and warned more 
taxation, we have to improve the varies across countries."German Finance g e n e r a l l y  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  In closing, the IMF's Gopinath cautioned 
framework conditions for our SMEs Minister Christian Lindner highlighted inequality."The cost-of-living crisis that any meaningful moves to bring down 
(Small and Medium-sized Enterprises) in his country's 200 billion euro "economic disproportionately impacts those at the inflation will likely mean rising 
Germany and all of these supply-side shield" mobilised to protect consumers bottom of the pyramid. There is so much unemployment.

How to update Aadhaar address of all 
family members without address 
proof? Use HOF authentication 

method –Check process
New Delhi:  Aadhaar issuing body UIDAI offers 

several facility to Aadhaar subscribers so that 
they don’t face any hassle when they seek to 
update the details of their 12-digit biometric 
identity card.You can update your Aadhaar 
address of all the family members, even if your 
supporting documents are not available, with 
‘Head of Family Based Aadhaar Update Option,' 
by visiting Aadhaar centers near you.

For Aadhaar address update of all the family 
members where documents for individual are 
not available, update of address can still be done 
using Head of Family based Aadhaar update 
optionYou will just need Aadhaar of the Head of 
Family whose Aadhaar address is updated

Proof of relationship document where name of 
applicant and HOF is mentioned along with the 
relation between the two – like father, mother, 
daughter, son, wife etcFingerprints biometric of 
the head of family is also needed to authenticate 
Aadhaar card address update at Aadhaar seva 
kendra Birth certificate issued by government or 
private hospitals for the birth of a child (this is 

used only for child aged between 0-5 years)
If you don’t have the above documents you could 

alternatively you can also use the print out of self 
declaration form from the head of family 
certifying the relationship with the resident who 
is residing at the same address as the HOF. You 
can easily download this from from UIDAI 
website from the list of acceptable documents. 
However this document is valid for only three 
months.  You must carefully examine the 
contents of the form that you have filled in order 
to avoid any delay or rejection.You can book an 
appointment to update the address by paying a 
fee of Rs 50. However you must note that HOF 
presence is mandatory in this case as his or her 
biometric will be used to authenticate.

Chennai.The farmers of Tamil Nadu will now get loans 
for buying drones that can be used for spraying 
fertilisers in agricultural fields.The drone 
manufacturing startup supported by Anna University 
has developed an agricultural drone, DH-AG-HI or 
Agrigator drone which is the only certified petrol 
engine-based hybrid drone that doesn't require 
frequent change of batteries. Each such agro drone will 
cost between Rs 10 to 12 lakh.The loans for the drones 
to the farmers will be provided by the Union Bank of 
India.The Union Government is also promoting drone 
eco-system to raise awareness on the support, drones 
can provide to modern-day agriculture.

The farmers and Agriprenuers will be provided with 
subsidy schemes to promote drones among the farming 
community of the state.The Tamil Nadu agriculture 
budget for the financial year 2022-23 has laid emphasis 
on the use of technology like drones, Information 
technology and for involving major industries to 
ensure remunerative prices for farmers.

The state agricultural department is creating awareness 
about drone technology by imparting adequate training 
on the use of drones.

Good news for Tamil Nadu 
farmers! Union Bank of  India 
to give loans for drones

Nykaa shares down over 6% 
today, hits record low

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices gained 
after opening flat on Wednesday after strong gains in 
metal stocks.

At the opening bell, the S&P BSE Sensex was barely up 
50 points at 60,700 levels, while the NSE Nifty50 
traded at just over 18,000.However, both benchmark 
indices were gaining momentum just 10 minutes after 
market opening. The broader markets were also trading 
positive in early trade.Nifty Metal was the biggest 
gainer with most of the sectoral indices trading in 
green. Weakness was seen in banking, realty, media 
and auto.Only six of the 30 shares listed on the BSE 
Sensex were trading with losses, led by Tata Motors. 

Meanwhile, Tata Steel, HDFC Bank and Wipro were 
top gainers in early trade with gains of over 1 per cent 
each.Domestic stock markets were set for a positive 
opening today, as foreign institutional investors turned 
net buyers of domestic shares, breaking their longest 
selling streak in six months. FIIs snapped a 17-day 
sales run, purchasing Rs 211 crore worth of equity 
shares on a net basis yesterday.However, analysts still 
remain concerned about high valuations in the Indian 
stock market after the country outperformed major 
global benchmarks last year.

New Delhi.  After retailing on the lower side of the Multi 
Commodity Exchange (MCX) yesterday, gold and 
silver prices showed mixed trends in the Indian 
markets today.

While gold rates witnessed a downfall on the MCX, 
silver remained on the higher side on Wednesday, 
January 18.Gold futures, maturing on February 3, 
2023, witnessed a downfall of Rs 122 or 0.22 per cent, 
and were trading at Rs 56,317 per 10 grams.On the 
other hand, silver futures, maturing on March 3, 2023, 
were retailing at Rs 69,370 per kg, after recording a 
marginal hike of Rs 79 or 0.11 per cent.

Notably, the prices of gold and silver stood at Rs 56,352 
per 10 grams and Rs 69,186 per kg respectively when 
the market closed on January 17.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR CITIESIn India, 
gold and silver prices depend on several factors, 
including the value of the rupee against the dollar. 
Global demand also plays a key role in determining the 
trends observed in the rate of precious metals.

Microsoft may join lay offs spree 
soon.
As per the reports, 6000 jobs could 
be eliminated.
The date of  the move is not fixed 
yet but it is anticipated that it could 
be announced soon.

New Delhi. Shares of FSN E-Commerce Ventures 
Limited, the parent company of fashion-to-wellness 
brand Nykaa, hit a record low of Rs 123 per piece after 
the stock plunged over 6 per cent on Wednesday.

While Nykaa shares managed to recover some ground, 
the stock was trading over four per cent lower at around 
12 am. Over the past five trading sessions, Nykaa 
shares fell over 16 per cent.Shares of the company have 
been under pressure and continuously nosediving, 
reportedly after a block deal worth $26 million 
involving an undisclosed shareholder of FSN E-
Commerce Ventures.Nykaa’s stock has faced high 
selling pressure after several pre-IPO investors 
liquidated their positions after the end of the lock-in 
period on November 9.Lighthouse India sold over 18.4 
million shares worth Rs 335 crore, while Kravis 
Investment Partners offloaded 36 million shares worth 
Rs 630 crore. TPG also liquidated around 5.43 crore 
shares worth Rs 998 crore, according to block deal data 
on the stock exchanges.Nykaa made a strong debut on 
the stock market in November 2021, but its share value 
has seen a sharp decline over the past year. The stock is 
down over 62 per cent over a one-year period, 
reflecting the weakness in stocks of new-age 
technology companies such as Paytm, Zomato, PB 
Fintech and others.Nykaa posted an increase in 
consolidated net profit and revenue for the second 
quarter, but is yet to announce its results for the 
December quarter.
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been India's go to spinner.India will 
continue to extend their winning spree at 
home after their clean sweep against Sri 
Lanka. The team has not won an ICC 
Trophy since 2013 and will look to give 
themselves the best shot at home, later this 
year.Wasim Jaffer's preferred playing 
XIRohit Sharma, Shubman Gill, Virat 

has also slotted in Ishan Kishan and Hyderabad. India are set to play against New Kohli, Ishan Kishan, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Suryakumar Yadav in the playing XI.The Zealand in a 3-match ODI series in Hardik Pandya, Washington Sundar, 
home side was forced to make final-minute preparation for the ODI World Cup, set to be Kuldeep Yadav, Mohammed Shami, Uman 
replacement to the team after Shreyas Iyer played in the subcontinent in the months of Malik, Mohammed Siraj
was ruled out of the three-match series due October and November. Ahead of their first India squad vs New Zealand
to back injury. Rajat Patidar was named as ODI match at Hyderabad against the Rohit Sharma (C), Shubman Gill, Ishan 
replacement in his stead.Jaffer's side has six finalists of the last ODI World Cup, former Kishan, Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar, 
bowling options with two all rounders in cricketer Wasim Jaffer has given out his Suryakumar Yadav, KS Bharat (WK), 
Hardik Pandya and Washington Sundar. He favoured playing XI.The former batter has Hardik Pandya (VC), Washington Sundar, 
has given preference to Kuldeep Yadav after excluded the likes of Shardul Thakur and Shahbaz Ahmed, Shardul Thakur,  
his sensational outings with the Indian side Yuzvendra Chahal from his first XI and has Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, Mohd. 
in place of Chahal, who for many years has given the nod to Washington Sundar. Jaffer Shami, Mohd. Siraj, Umran Malik

Twitter to vent out his frustrations.
"Not having him in the Test Team despite 3 

blockbuster domestic seasons is not only 
unfair on Sarfaraz Khan, but it’s an abuse to 
domestic cricket,almost as if this platform 
doesn’t matter. And he is FIT to score those 
runs. As far as body weight goes, there are 
many with more kgs," Prasad said on 
Twitter.The batter himself in an interview 
said that he was gutted after the selections 
were made for the first two Test matches despite making a truckload of runs in the New Delhi  India revealed their squad for the 

against Australia. Khan had said that he was Ranji seasons in the last few years.Khan has first two Test matches against Australia. The 
not a robot and felt emotions like any other been one of the best batters across the last team decided to give a first call-up to Ishan 
human being. The batter has scored his third two Ranji seasons and is the first-ever batter Kishan after his sensational double century 
century in the Ranji season in the ongoing to produce two 900+ runs seasons in Indian against Bangladesh in the final ODI of the 
match against Delhi. He is once again domestic cricket. Sarfaraz's snub irked series. However, the cricket fraternity of the 
primed to finish at the top 5 batter list in the many, especially former fast bowler country noted that Mumbai's Sarfaraz Khan 
Ranji Trophy.Venkatesh Prasad, who decided to take to had once again been snubbed for the team, 

Not having Sarfaraz Khan in Test team is an 
abuse to domestic cricket: Venkatesh Prasad

 New Delhi.Australia are set to tour India for a 
four-match Test series. The tour will be 
crucial for both sides to confirm their place in 
the World Test Championship final. The 
Australian team under the captaincy of Pat 
Cummins has been sensational both home 
and away. The team has won Test matches in 
the subcontinent, winning a series in Pakistan 
and drawing against Sri Lanka.Speaking 
ahead of the India tour, legendary wicket-
keeper Ian Healy has said Australia have a 
good shot of winning if India produce 
reasonable wickets.“If they get flat wickets 
that India used to put out, nice flat batting 

wickets and bowlers have to work really hard, 
I think we can do it,” Healy told Senq 
breakfast show.

Australia last toured India in 2017 for Test 
matches and started with a win at Pune that 
sent shock waves through the Indian 
cricketing community. However, the Virat 
Kohli side played a spirited series and won by 
the margin of 2-1.Australia's recent record 
against India has not been impressive and the 
Pat Cummins side would look to change that. 
The team will be tested in the spin conditions 
of the subcontinent, like they faced in Sri 
Lanka.“If they produce unreasonable wickets 
like they did half the series last time (we 
won’t win), two wickets were just terrible, 
unfair, spinners jumping over your head on 
day one," Healy said about spinning 
wickets.“They’ve got a good team but I’m 
not too scared of their spinners unless they 
produce unreasonable wickets," the former 
wicket-keeper spoke about the Ravi Ashwin-
led spin attack.

will annoy Arsenal fans!" Neville New Delhi Arsenal are currently at 
said.The former player however the top of the Premier League 
added that it would be great for points table, 8 clear of their closest 
the Premier League to have a rivals Manchester City. Mikel 
winner beyond Manchester Arteta's side have had a fantastic 
City."I'd rather Arsenal win the run so far in the tournament, 
league than Man City. I think it winning 15 games from their 18 
would be absolutely sensational matches played. However, former 
for the Premier League," Neville Manchester United player Gary 
said on Sky Sports.I think about Neville is of the opinion that the 
watching the Premier League, London-based side are not going 
we've seen City sweep up, apart to win the league.Talking on Sky 
from Liverpool, over the past five Spor t s ,  Nevi l le  sa id  tha t  
years. To think Arsenal could Manchester City will win the 
come and win it, it adds to our league and his former club - 
league, it makes our league Manchester United will finish 
great," the former player further second in the points table, ahead 
added.Arsenal have won more of Arsenal."They won't win the 
matches in their first 18 games league. Manchester City will win won 15 matches, but have lost one second half of the season, fixtures 
this season than their legendary the league, and I think Man Utd game.Arsenal will be taking on that are expected to decide the title 
'Invincibles Season'. The team has will finish second, and I know that Manchester City twice in the race this season.

BHUBANESWAR: Two players – nine years 
apart in age and 12 in terms of experience — 
have been sharing the goalkeeping duties for 
India at the ongoing FIH Hockey World 
Cup.PR Sreejesh is a veteran of 276 
matches, while Krishan Pathak's 82 caps 
have come mostly during Sreejesh's absence 
or when he's shared the duties with the 
senior pro.This is the first major 
competition in which the duo is sharing 
equal game time, with the home team 
combining Sreejesh's experience with the 
need for big stage exposure for Pathak.In the 
two matches thus far, while Sreejesh has 
lived up to expectations, Pathak has revelled 
in his new-found confidence. The 
arrangement is seemingly working well for 
the Graham Reid-coached team. "We have 
been playing with two goalkeepers 
regularly, but not in major tournaments. 
Both have delivered and more importantly, 
it gives us the assurance that in the event of 
an injury, the other has had enough game 
time and is ready," explained Reid.Sreejesh 
and Pathak are as different as chalk and that happen in other teams. But in the case of before becoming the mainstay.Van de Pol mode, he speaks throughout the match and 
cheese. While Sreejesh is lively, loud and Sreejesh and Pathak, they like it and are used admitted that refocusing after the 15-minute when he is on the sidelines. That way he 
animated on and off the field, Pathak is a to it now," the Dutchman told TOI.Sreejesh break could be tough, but the Indian feels involved and stays switched on," 
man who rarely wears his emotions on his believes the team will benefit from this in custodians are tuned in."It can be tough pointed out Van de Pol.Van de Pol also 
sleeves. But when it comes to sharing the the long run. "I'm enjoying this switching because sometimes you cannot be switched believes, things have panned in India's 
duties under the bar, they are on the same places after each quarter because it gives the on all the time. It also helps that they have favour largely due to the coming of age of 
page, with team first being their common other goalkeeper experience and exposure their own way of staying in the moment. Pathak. Goalkeeper of the 2016 junior 
philosophy. This, according to goalkeeping which is good in the long run. This is a good Pathak for example, starts his warm-up five World Cup winning team, the 25-year-old 
consultant Dennis Van de Pol, has made the process to develop the next generation," said minutes before he replaces Sreejesh, he is has grown in confidence, matured 
transition easy."In many teams this would Sreejesh, who made his debut for the otherwise within himself, watching the technically and takes ownership for his 
have been tricky with ego issues. We've seen country in 2006 but waited for six years proceedings. Sreejesh is more in coaching judgment and decisions.

Arsenal will not win Premier League, says Gary 
Neville amidst Mikel Arteta's dream run

Hockey World Cup: India's goalkeepers share equal game time

India vs New Zealand: No place for Shardul Thakur, 
Yuzvendra Chahal in Wasim Jaffer's playing XI in 1st ODI

New Delhi  World number one Iga Swiatek 
stormed into the third round of the 
Australian Open 2023 after defeating 
Camila Osorio in straight sets on 
Wednesday.In a battle between two 21-year-
olds, Swiatek prevailed 6-2, 6-3 over the 
84th-ranked Osorio under the closed roof in 
just one hour and 24 minutes in Rod Laver 
Arena.Along with the win, Swiatek clinched 
her 12th straight second-round win at Grand 
Slams. Poland's Swiatek will face either 
former US Open winner Bianca Andreescu 
or Cristina Bucsa of Spain in the next round.

“I think it was much tougher than the score 
says,” Swiatek said in her on-court 
interview. “It was really intense physically. 
She (Osorio) didn’t give me many points for 
free.”“It was tough but I am happy that I was 
consistent in being proactive. I’m pretty 
happy that I won and can play the next 
round.”Osorio tried to hang in with Swiatek 
with her extended rallies and ability to 
change the direction of the ball in close 
games. Colombia's Osorio even broke the 
world number one thrice, including when 
Swiatek served for the match at 6-2, 5-
1.However, Swiatek used her power 
prowess to eventually overcome Osorio. The 
top seed used her forehand, with 13 rally 
winners. She also won 64 percent of points 
returning Osorio's first serve.Swiatek has 
now won 53 of her first 65 main-draw Grand 
Slam singles matches. Only six players had 
more such wins after their first 65 matches in 
majors in the Open Era: Margaret Court 
(61), Monica Seles (60), Chris Evert (57), 
Martina Hingis (56), Billie Jean King (56) 
and Tracy Austin (54).

Australian Open 2023: World 
No.1 Iga Swiatek surges into 
third round after straight sets 
victory

New Delhi.  Italy's Jannik Sinner secured a 
straight-sets win over Tomas Martin 
Etcheverry of Argentina to storm into the 
third round of the Australian Open 2023 on 
Wednesday.

The 21-year-old Sinner raced into the next 
round 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in just one hour and 44 
minutes as he secured his second straight-
sets victory at the ongoing tournament."I am 
very happy to be in the next round," Sinner 
said in his on-court interview. "Very happy to 
play again here on this court, especially 
today, with the roof.Sinner, who had the 
advantage of playing under the roof due to 
rain, added: "Outside it's raining a lot, so 
hopefully it's not going to rain in the next 
days. For sure the level today was good. I 
served well. I returned very good also today 
because I think he's a very good 
server."Sinner sealed the victory by 
converting on all five of his break points. He 
dictated rallies on both serve and return, and 
fired 32 winners.Sinner, who had reached the 
Australian Open quarter-finals last year but 
fell to Stefanos Tsitsipas, could again meet 
Tsitsipas in the fourth round if he overcomes 
Lloyd Harris or Marton Fucsovics and 
Tsitsipas reaches the last-16 stage.In the 
women's singles matches, Maria Sakkari and 
Jess ica  Pegula  reached the  th i rd  
round.Pegula defeated Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich at a Grand Slam for a second time, 
having previously beaten Sasnovich at the 
US Open 2022. Pegula registered a 6-2, 7-
6(5) win and will meet either Marta Kostyuk 
or Olivia Gadecki in her next match.

Maria Sakkari, on the other hand, came from 
behind to dispatch the 18-year-old Diana 
Shnaider 3-6, 7-5, 6-3. Sakkari will play 
either Zhu Lin or Jil Teichmann in the third 
round.

Australia will not win Test 
series if India produces 

unreasonable wickets: Ian 
Healy on crucial WTC tour

Australian Open 2023: 
Jannik Sinner, Maria 
Sakkari and Jessica 
Pegula advance to third 
round

Arsenal are at the top 

of  the Premier League 

table after 18 matches
Arsenal have lost just 1 

game in 18 matches 

and have 47 points
Neville feels that 

Manchester City will 

again win the Premier 

League

Ranji Trophy: Former India fast 

bowler Venkatesh Prasad has 

lashed out at the Indian 

selection committee for not 

selecting Sarfaraz Khan in the 

Indian cricket team.

India vs Australia: Legendary Australian 

keeper Ian Healy is not afraid of India 

spinners. The Australians are set to play 4-

Test matches in India.

ZIndia vs New Zealand: India are 

set to play New Zealand in the 

first match of the ODI series. 

Wasim Jaffer gave his favoured 

playing XI for the Hyderabad 

game.

New Delhi  Goa all-rounder Arjun 
Tendulkar is in favour of Mankading a 
non-striker, but would not do it himself. 
The youngster, while playing against 
Services in the Ranji Trophy shared his 
two cents on the matter after the first day of 
M a t c h d a y  6  i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  
tournament.Speaking to CricketNext, the 
player said that he was in favour of 
Mankading and the people who say that it 
is against the spirit of cicket are 
wrong.“I’m completely in favour of 
Mankading. It’s in the Law. For the people 
who say it’s against the spirit of the game, I 
disagree,” he said.Tendulkar Jr. however 
said that he would not do it himself, since it 
is a waste of energy for a fast bowler who is 
steaming in to deliver the ball.“I personally 
won’t do it because I can’t stop and remove 
the bails in my run up. It’s too much effort 
and I won’t waste my energy in it but if 
someone does it, I’m in favour of it,” he 
conc luded .Recen t ly  Ind ia  pace r  
Mohammed Shami ran out Sri Lanka 
captain Dasun Shanaka at the non-striker's 
end in the final over of India's 1st ODI of 
the three-match series. Captain Rohit 
Sharma took back the appeal and later said 
that this was not the way that they had 
planned to dismiss Dasun Shanaka.

Earlier, Arjun's father, legendary Sachin 
Tendulkar has come in defence of India 
players over Mankading incidents. 

Ranji Trophy: Arjun 
Tendulkar in favour of  
Mankading, but will not 
do it himself
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