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Army Chief Manoj Pande visits forward posts
along LAC in eastern Arunachal Pradesh

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, January 23: Chief of Army Staff Gen
Manoj Pande has carried out a comprehensive
review of India’s military preparedness along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Arunachal
Pradesh in his first visit to the border state after
last month’s clash between Indian and Chinese
forces in the Tawang sector. Officials said Gen
Pande visited various forward posts along the
de-facto border with China in the Rest of
Arunachal Pradesh (RALP) as well as some
other strategically key posts during his visit on
Sunday. They said senior commanders in
Arunachal Pradesh briefed the Army Chief
about the overall security scenario in the border
areas. “Gen Manoj Pande #COAS visited units &
formations along LAC in Eastern
#ArunachalPradesh & was briefed on opera-
tional preparedness & security situation. #COAS
complimented troops for maintaining sharp vigil
& exhorted all to continue working with same
zeal & devotion,” the Army tweeted. On
Saturday, Gen Manoj Pande reviewed the Army’s
military preparedness along the LAC in Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim during his visit to the head-
quarters of the Eastern Army Command in Kolkata.
Gen Pande’s visit to the crucial command came six
weeks after the clash between Indian and Chinese

troops in an area along the LAC in the Tawang sec-
tor of Arunachal Pradesh. The Eastern Command
takes care of the LAC in the Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim sectors. There has been a fresh spike in ten-

sions between India and China after troops from the
two sides were engaged in the clash along the LAC
at Yangtse in the Tawang sector on December 9.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said in Parliament
on December 13 that the Chinese troops tried to
“unilaterally” change the status quo in the Yangtse
area but the Indian Army compelled them to retreat

by its firm and resolute response. On January 12,
Gen Pande said the situation along the frontier with
China is “stable” but “unpredictable” and Indian
troops are adequately deployed to deal with any

contingencies. He also said that there was a
slight increase in the number of Chinese
troops in their areas across the eastern sec-
tor. “But we are keeping a close watch on the
movements and activities there,” he said.
Besides eastern Ladakh, the Indian Army has
been also focusing on enhancing infrastruc-
ture along the LAC in Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim. Following the eastern Ladakh stand-
off, the Indian Army significantly shored up
its operational capabilities along the LAC in
the eastern theatre as well. The Army put into
place an effective surveillance apparatus and
there has been a substantial improvement in
overall monitoring of the areas in the last two
years, military officials said. From the con-
struction of roads, bridges and ammunition
depots to bolstering its surveillance appara-

tus, the Army is ramping up military infrastructure
at a rapid pace for quicker mobilisation of troops in
the region. The Indian and Chinese troops are
locked in an over 32-month standoff in several areas
along the LAC in eastern Ladakh. India has been
maintaining that its ties with China cannot be nor-
mal unless there is peace in the border areas. 

Will get married when right girl comes along, my
parents have set the bar very high: Rahul Gandhi

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, January 23: Viewed as
India's most eligible bachelor by some,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi says he'll
get married when the right girl comes
along and part of the problem is that his
parents' “really lovely marriage” has set
the bar very high. In a free-wheeling,
light-hearted chat on food and travel plat-
form Curly Tales on YouTube, Gandhi
switched from the ‘only politics' track to
discuss a range of personal issues, includ-
ing his growing-up years, his food prefer-
ences and his exercise regimen. The 52-
year-old former Congress president said
he has nothing against marriage. "Part of
the problem is my parents had a really
lovely marriage and they were completely
in love with each other, so my bar is very
high,” he said, referring to his parents
Rajiv and Sonia Gandhi. "When the right
girl comes along. I will get married. I
mean if she comes along, she comes
along. It will be good." Asked if he has a

checklist for the kind of person he wants
to get married to, Gandhi said, "No, just a
loving person who is intelli-
gent." During the dinner interac-
tion recorded during the
Rajasthan leg of his Bharat Jodo
Yatra outside his container,
Gandhi said he is not very fussy
about food and eats anything
that is available but does not like
“matar and kathal (peas and
jackfruit)". Gandhi, who has
been on the road since
September when he started his
Yatra from Kanyakumari and is
now in Jammu and Kashmir,
said he's “pretty strict” about his
diet when at home. “But here I
don't have much choice," he
said in the video of the chat posted by the
Congress on its social media handles on
Sunday. Telangana was a “little bit spicy”
for his taste. “The chillies were a bit over
the top. I don't eat that much chillies.”
Asked what food is cooked at home, he

said there is "desi khana" for lunch and
some sort of continental food for dinner.

He follows a controlled diet and avoids too
many sweet things. Gandhi added that he
"tends to be non-vegetarian” and likes all
kinds of stuff such as chicken, mutton and
seafood. His favourite dishes are chicken
tikka, seekh kebabs and a good omelette.

He said he prefers a cup of coffee in the
morning. Listing his favourite eating

joints in the national capital, Gandhi
said he would go to old Delhi but
now his staples are Moti Mahal,
Sagar, Swagat and Saravanaa
Bhavan, the first a Mughlai food
restaurant and the other three dish-
ing up south Indian food.
Discussing his roots, he said his is a
Kashmiri Pandit family which
moved to Allahabad in Uttar
Pradesh. “Grandfather was a Parsi,
so I'm a complete mixed…," he said,
referring to his paternal grandfa-
ther Feroze Gandhi. He said he was
home-schooled following the assas-
sination of his grandmother and for-
mer prime minister Indira Gandhi.

His father Rajiv Gandhi became prime
minister after that. “It was a shock actual-
ly. Security people said we can't go to
school. I was at a boarding school but they
took us out before the grandmother's
death. 

‘No proof of surgical strikes’, says Digvijaya Singh; BJP
accuses Cong of insulting armed forces in 'hate' for Modi

Navdeep Singh Sahni

Jammu/New Delhi, January 23:
Congress leader Digvijaya Singh on
Monday questioned the surgical strikes
and accused the government of ped-
dling lies, drawing furious reaction from
the BJP which said the opposition party
was blinded by its "hate" for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and has "insult-
ed" armed forces. Addressing a public
meeting during the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Jammu and Kashmir, Singh alleged that
the government did not agree to the
CRPF request of flying its personnel
from Srinagar to Delhi and 40 soldiers
sacrificed their lives in Pulwama in 2019
to a terror attack. "They talk of surgical
strikes. They claim to have killed so
many people but no proof is given. They
are ruling by peddling a bundle of lies,"
the former Madhya Pradesh chief minis-
ter, who has often courted controversy
with his comments, said. The BJP
launched a sharp attack on the
Congress, saying that such comments
show that the Rahul Gandhi-led foot

march across the country is Bharat Jodo
Yatra only in name while he and his
party colleagues are working to "break"
the country. It is essentially "Bharat todo
yatra", BJP spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
said.     Digvijay Singh says that Army

hasn’t provided proof of a surgical
strike.Rahul Gandhi and the Congress
hate PM Modi but it seems they have
been blinded by the hate to an extent
that their dedication to the country has
withered away." He said Congress lead-

ers had raised questions about the surgi-
cal strikes soon after the Indian Air
Force said it hit terror camps in Balakot
in Pakistan in retaliation to the Pulwama
terror attack. "Gandhi and the Congress
do not have trust in our brave armed

forces. They repeatedly raise ques-
tions and insult the citizens of India
and our armed forces," Bhatia
claimed. He added that Congress
leaders had tried to deflect attention
from Pakistan after the terror attack
as well. Randeep Singh Surjewala
had then blamed "home-grown ter-
rorism", he claimed, alleging that the
opposition party tried to give a clean
chit to Pakistan. Pakistan is in a lot of
pain when our armed forces strike
terrorists, while in India it is the
Congress which is in anguish, he
said. With the Pulwama terror attack

and surgical strikes taking place in the
run-up to the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, the
issues had captured popular imagination
as the BJP retained power at the Centre
with a bigger mandate than 2014 by win-
ning over 300 seats out of 543.

Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari tells
PM Modi he wants to step down and retire

Sanjay Kumar

Mumbai, January 23: Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari, who has
been in the line of Opposition fire over his
remarks on Chhatrapati Shivaji, on Monday
said he has expressed desire before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
quit the post. The former
Uttarakhand chief minister said he
would like to spend the remainder of
his life in reading, writing and other
activities. "During the recent visit of
the Hon'ble Prime Minister to
Mumbai, I have conveyed to him my
desire to be discharged of all politi-
cal responsibilities and to spend the
remainder of my life in reading, writ-
ing and other activities. "I have
always received the love and affec-
tion from the Hon'ble Prime
Minister and I hope to receive the same in
this regard," a statement from the Raj
Bhavan said. PM Modi was in Mumbai on

January 19 to inaugurate and lay the foun-
dation stone for several infrastructure proj-
ects. "It was an absolute honour and privi-
lege for me to serve as the Rajya Sevak or
Rajyapal of a great State like Maharashtra,
the land of Saints, Social reformers and

valiant fighters," Koshyari added. Koshyari,
81, took charge as the Maharashtra gover-
nor in September 2019. When the Uddhav
Thakeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi was in

power, he had several run-ins with the gov-
ernment on a range of issues including the
appointment of 12 members to the state leg-
islative council from the gubernatorial
quota, which he never approved. The MVA
had accused him of acting in a partisan

manner. The latest controversy sur-
rounding Koshyari was about his
remarks on Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj whom he described as the
"icon of olden times". The remarks
triggered protests from the
Opposition parties demanding that he
be sacked. Following the row,
Koshyari wrote to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah stating he would
never imagine even in his dream
insulting icons like Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.  Not new to contro-
versy, Governor Koshyari had said

Mumbai would not remain the financial cap-
ital of the country if people belonging to the
Rajasthani and Gujarati communities decid-
ed to leave. 

No let-up in government vs judiciary tussle;
Law Minister Rijiju says ‘judges don’t face

elections, people are watching’
New Delhi, January 23: The Government appears

to be relentless in its attempts to question the judiciary
over its functioning. Having endorsed the view of for-
mer Delhi High Court Judge RS Sodhi that the
Supreme Court “hijacked” the Constitution by decid-
ing to appoint judges itself, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Monday said judges were being judged by the peo-
ple even though they didn’t contest elections. “Once
they become judges, they don’t face elections; there is
no public scrutiny of judges,” Rijiju said even as he
sought to remind them that their actions and judg-
ments were under public scrutiny. “People are watch-
ing you (judges)... the judgments you give… how you
work... How you dispense justice… In this age of social
media, you can’t hide anything,” the Law Minister said
at a function organised by the Delhi Bar Association.
Noting that there have been several changes since
1947, Rijiju said it would be wrong to think that the
existing system will carry on forever and it would
never be questioned. The Law Minister – who has
been attacking the Collegium system of appointing
judges for being “alien” to the Constitution – said it’s
the changing situation which dictated the need for
change and that’s why the Constitution had to be
amended more than a hundred times. Rijiju had earlier
shared a video of Justice Sodhi’s interview in which the
retired Delhi High Court judge said the right to frame
laws was with Parliament. Describing the statement as
the “voice of a judge”, the Law Minister had said the
majority of the people held similar “sane views”.

Shiv Sena (UBT) and Prakash 
Ambedkar’s Vanchit Bahujan 

Aghadi announce alliance
Mumbai, January 23: The Shiv Sena (UBT) and

Prakash Ambedkar’s Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi on Monday
announced an alliance, coinciding with the birth anniver-
sary of Shiv Sena founder late Bal Thackeray. Addressing a
joint press conference, Uddhav Thackeray said his grandfa-
ther Keshav Thackeray, also known as Prabodhankar
Thackeray, and Prakash Ambedkar’s grandfather, leg-
endary social icon and jurist B R Ambedkar, were contem-
poraries who admired each other and worked to eradicate
social evils and bad practices. “Now there are some bad
practices in politics and to eradicate them, the inheritors of
these two leaders, and people around them, have come
together to protect the country’s interest. We are coming
together to ensure democracy is alive,” Thackeray said.
Without naming the Bharatiya Janata Party, which is ruling
in Maharashtra as well as at the Centre, Thackeray said the
country is heading towards autocracy. He also dared the
powers-that-be to hold Assembly polls in Maharashtra at
the earliest. The state is being ruled by a faction of the Sena
that broke away in June last year and the Bharatiya Janata
Party, and the Thackeray group has routinely called it a dis-
pensation of “traitors”.

RAMANATHAPURAM.  Jan.
23: Despite a series of protests by
country boat fishermen against
the use of pair trawling fishing
nets, and awareness programmes
held by the fisheries department
on the ill effects of the nets' use,
the banned fishing gear is still
being rampantly used in
Rameswaram. On Sunday, 48
mechanised boat owners were
booked for allegedly using pair
trawling nets. Further, 49 boat
owners were booked for engaging
in fishing without securing tokens
from the authorities. Nearly 4
tonnes of fish were also seized
from the fishermen during the
search operation carried out by
officials from the fisheries and
police departments.Considering
the harm it causes to marine
species and resources, pair trawl-
ing fishing nets were banned in
the country. It is a practice where-
in two boats trawl using a common
net to catch fish. However, claim-
ing that the practice is rampant in
Rameswaram, traditional boat fish-
ermen have been holding continu-
ous protests seeking action

against those violating the ban
regulation. On Friday, the fishers
also approached the district
administration pressing the
demand.NJ Bose, president of the
Harbour Mechanised Boat
Fishermen Association in
Rameswaram, said, "Over 250
boats are using the pair trawl nets
on a daily basis. A single pair of
boats occupies about 180-200
metres of sea surface while trawl-
ing for fish. Due to this, traditional
fishermen are not able to get a good
catch. The numbers of crab and
squid have also dropped drastically
over the years."  Speaking to TNIE,
Kathavarayan, deputy director of
the fisheries department, said,
"During the raid on Sunday, we
totally booked 97 boat owners. Last
week too, we booked over 40 boat
owners for using the banned fishing
nets. A series of action plans are
being implemented on our part.
Erring fishers will be booked under
the Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing
Regulations Act. The seized fish will
be sold in a public auction and the
money will be deposited in a gov-
ernment account."

After Co-WIN, govt launches
U-WIN to digitise India’s universal

immunisation programme
New Delhi, January 23: Carrying vaccination cards

of children and pregnant women, struggling to keep a
tab on the next jab and other such hassles may soon
become a thing of the past. After the success of the Co-
WIN platform, the government has now replicated it to
set up an electronic registry for routine vaccinations.
Named U-WIN, the programme to digitise India’s
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) has been
launched in a pilot mode in two districts of each state
and Union Territory. The platform will be used to reg-
ister and vaccinate every pregnant woman, record her
delivery outcome, register every newborn delivery,
administer birth doses and all vaccination events there-
after, official sources told PTI. The platform that repli-
cates Co-WIN, which has served as the “digital back-
bone” for India’s COVID-19 vaccination programme,
was launched on January 11 in 65 districts. The U-WIN
is going to be the single source of information for
immunisation services, updating vaccination status,
delivery outcome, planning of RI sessions and reports
like antigen-wise coverage, etc. “There will be digital
registrations of all pregnant women and newborns for
individualised tracking for vaccination, reminders for
upcoming doses and follow-up of dropouts. “Healthcare
workers and programme managers will be able to gen-
erate real-time data of routine immunisation sessions
and vaccination coverage for better planning and vac-
cine distribution,” an official explained.

Supreme Court dismisses CBI
appeal against bail to Maharashtra

ex-minister Anil Deshmukh
New Delhi, January 23: In a major relief

for former Maharashtra home minister Anil
Deshmukh, the Supreme Court on Monday
dismissed the CBI's appeal challenging the
Bombay High Court order granting bail to
the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
leader in a corruption case. A bench com-
prising Chief Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justices V Ramasubramanian and JB
Pardiwala noted that Deshmukh has also
been granted bail in the related money laun-
dering case. The CBI, in December last
year, approached the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Bombay High Court order
granting bail to Deshmukh in the graft case.
The high court had on December 12 grant-
ed bail to the 73-year-old NCP leader but
said the order will be effective after 10 days,
as the Central Bureau of Investigation
sought time to challenge it in the apex court.
The high court had said except for dis-
missed police officer Sachin Waze's state-
ment, none recorded by the CBI indicated
money was extorted from bar owners in
Mumbai at the behest of the politician.

Rameswaram fishermen owners
booked for using banned trawl nets

TMC, BJP fight over Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose's legacy

on his birth anniversary
Chandigarh, January 23: Today is the birth anniver-

sary of freedom fighter Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and
as expected the ruling Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal and the BJP are again at loggerheads over his lega-
cy and contribution to India’s freedom struggle. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi today named 21 largest unnamed
islands of Andaman and Nicobar Islands after 21 Param
Vir Chakra awardees to mark Parakaram Diwas, his birth
anniversary. Sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhagwat is in
Kolkata to pay tributes which, the TMC and Left parties
claim, is keeping in mind the political gains for the BJP.
The pan-India popularity of Netaji, whose death and its cir-
cumstances continue to be debated, is also something no
one can deny and which all parties, including those having
a say in Bengal politics, have become increasingly posses-
sive of. Meanwhile, the BJP also claims that because of the
Congress, Netaji was denied his rightful place in Indian
history, which PM Modi and the RSS are trying to rectify.
This is also not the first time political outfits have engaged
with Netaji. At some point or the other, all parties have
used his name and legacy to consolidate position among
the Bengali middle class in his home state, Bengal. The
fight intensified after the BJP assumed power at the
Centre and started increasing political footprint in the
state—a Left and TMC bastion.    In the run-up to the 2021
West Bengal Assembly election, the BJP-led Centre
announced that his birth anniversary would be observed
as Parakaram Diwas.



NOIDA. A 25-year-old man was arrested parents, the accused was booked under him, he fired at the team. "During 
from Sector 57 after a brief gunfight on IPC Section 302 (murder) on January retaliation, the accused was shot in his 
Saturday evening for allegedly killing 10. Police launched an investigation leg. He was taken to a hospital," added 
his wife with an iron cooking pan. On and the deputy commissioner of police Dwivedi.During questioning, Suraj 
January 9, a 22-year-old woman, (DCP) also declared a bounty of Rs revealed that he killed his wife as he 
identified as Anjali, was found dead in 20,000 on his arrest."We had formed suspected her character. Due to this, 
a flat that was locked from the outside teams to nab the accused. A team went they used to have frequent arguments.
in Bishanpura village of Sector 58. Her to his native town to look for him but he "He told police that he murdered the 
family members alleged that her was not found there. Later, we came to victim on the night of December 31 
husband killed her at their home about know that Suraj was still in Noida and after they indulged in one such fight. 
a week ago and fled after locking it. sleeping in parks and footpaths to He picked up an iron pan and hit her on 

escape the police. On Saturday The couple belonged to Azamgarh and the head 2-3 times. When she fell on the 
evening, we got a tip-off about his the accused Suraj was working at a floor, he strangled her to death, before 
movement near D park in Sector 57 furniture shop in Noida but he lost his fleeing," stated the ADCP.
after which a trap was laid and the job in December last year. Police said The woman's body was found after police 
accused was surrounded," said their two-year-old daughter was with received information that a foul smell 
Ashutosh Dwivedi, the additional her maternal grandmother in Azamgarh was emanating from their home. When 
deputy commissioner of police.Suraj when the alleged murder took place. a team reached the spot, they found the 
tried to flee. When the police chased Based on the complaint filed by Anjali's woman lying in a pool of blood.

NEWS BOX

Meet to fix structural flaws at 
15 highrises likely this wk

25-year-old who killed wife and locked 
flat held after gunfight in Noida

action has been taken so far. “No NOIDA.Residents living in Eco Village 1 
sprinkling of water or check on and those commuting to New Hindon 
unauthorised construction is carried bridge via Bisrakh road complain of 
out on a routine basis. No wonder nearly 4-5 inch layers of dust on the 
Greater Noida has become so roadsides which is adding to the pollution 
polluted,” said Amit Gupta, a regular in the area. Residents said there’s no 
commuter.Residents have now written Diwali or stubble burning right now to 
to the Commission for Air Quality pass off the blame for the highly polluted 
Management (CAQM) seeking air that has remained throughout 
intervention. “I have written to the December and early January.
chairperson of the CAQM requesting “Greater Noida West is facing all-round 
to take note of the issue and instruct the dust pollution, especially near Eco 
GNIDA to get the roads cleaned daily Village 1 in Bisrakh. The left side of the 
and send a team for ground road from Eco Village 1 to New Hindon 
inspection,” added Gupta. Apart from bridge via Bis - rakh road is covered with 
that, the road is also broken in many at least 4-5 inch layers of dust. This is the 
places adding problems for nearly main road in the area which has been a 
20,000 commuters in the area. “This major cause of dust pollution. The 
adds to the problems of commuters problem has persisted for over six 
who are now tired of waiting and months,” said Man - ish Kumar, a resident 
promises on road repairs,” said another of Greater Noida West. Residents claimed 
resident Sumil Jalota. Meanwhile, that they have complained to the Greater 
Rajesh Nim, manager at GNIDA told Noida Industrial Development Authority 

by the health depart - ment and the month when the weather improves for TOI that the dust issue will be ad - dressed (GNIDA) on several occasions but no 
repairing of the road will begin next bitumen layering.

As this broken road kicks up dust, 
GNIDA says repairs next month

Gurgaon. The district administration has 
decided that the structural defects and 
deficiencies in the 15 highrise 
societies, which were recently audited 
by the agencies hired by it, will be 
repaired by the developers, while the 
maintenance related issues will be 
addressed by the concerned Residents 
Welfare Associations (RWAs).

“Within a week, we will hold a meeting 
with developers and RWAs and assign 
the repair work to fix the structural 
defects in these 15 societies as alleged 
by several residents. The repair work 
will be done on a priority basis,” deputy 
commissioner Nishant Yadav told TOI.

The structural audit report, submitted by 
the four agencies to the district 
administration, revealed that the 

defects are repairable. The structural phase would cover around 50 basements of most of the projects have 
audit of Raheja Atharva could not be residential societies where residents seepage and flooding apart from issues 
carried out owing to unavailability of have complained about construction-like falling of concrete, corrosion of 
structural drawings of the project. related issues.In August 2022, the steel and others.The audit report has 

district administration had roped in In the meeting, the developers and RWAs also revealed that basements of all the 
four agencies — Bureau Vertias, TPC will also be informed about the future highrise projects urgently need further 
Technical projects Consultants, course of action which includes testing as it is the major problem area 
Vintech Consultants and NNC Design secondary testing as will be suggested and a cause of concern for the residents 
International — to carry out rapid by the structural audit agencies in their in these buildings.
visual inspection of around 200 towers report.In the first phase, 15 residential The audit agencies, however, said the 
in 16 residential societies.societies were audited. The second 

Road construction shoddy, 4 engineers 
face MCG action after vigilance probe

services of the outsourced engineer Gurgaon: MCG commissioner PC Meena 
Neeraj and blacklisting of contractor on Sunday ordered action against four 
Surender Singh in accordance with the engineers, one of them outsourced, and a 
Haryana Civil Services (Punishment contractor after a probe by the 
and  Appea l )  Rules  2016 ,  he  corporation concluded that a 1.5km road 
added.Sources said the corporation has built in Sarai Alawardi village of the 
received several complaints regarding district was not up to standard.In the 
the use of sub-standard material in order, Meena has asked additional 
constructing buildings and roads.In an municipal commissioner Rohtash 
interview with TOI after he took charge Bishnoi to terminate the contract of the 
of the corporation on January 4, Meena outsourced engineer and blacklist the 
had said that MCG will strengthen its contractor. The three MCG engineers 
focus on quality control, and “fix” the w i l l  f a c e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  
responsibilities of officers and action.Additionally, the Bishnoi has 
contractors.“We will also resort to been asked to recover Rs 45 lakh — the 
b lack l i s t ing  o f  agenc ies  and  amount given to construct the village 
contractors that don’t ensure quality main road — from the accused.Senior 
construction. It is an enforcement issue officials told TOI the road was 
and will be sternly dealt with,” he had constructed in early November and later 
said.Sources said on Sunday that the that month, the corporation received a 

samples taken from the road were not up engineer Andeep submitted the report same contractor has built several internal complaint from a resident, Balwan 
the mark. The width, thickness and for releasing payment to the contractor,” roads in the area, and those too had failed Singh, about its poor quality.The civic 
strength of road was not according to the a  s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l  s a i d . M e e n a  quality checks carried out last body’s  v ig i lance  team s ta r ted  
norms. The vigilance team found that recommended “chargesheeting” (in the December.  Following that ,  the investigating and took some samples of 
executive engineer Mandeep Dhankar, vigilance probe report) of the three corporation had stopped the release of concrete from the road on November 30.
assistant engineer Deepak Kumar, junior corporation engineers, termination of payment of around Rs 1 crore.“It was shocking to find out that all 12 

Gurgaon. A 22-year-old man has been arrested for 
allegedly blackmailing and raping a woman on the 
pretext of arranging a job for her.Police spokesperson 
Sube Singh said, “A month ago, the woman filed a 
complaint saying Abhay had asked her to visit his flat 
on the pretext of arranging a job for her. There he told 
her he had recorded a video of her while she was in the 
bathroom” Police said He allegedly extorted Rs 
12,000 from her and pressured her to have a physical 
relationship with him. The woman filed a complaint 
after finding out that he did not have any video.

22-yr-old blackmails & rapes 
woman, held

NGT slaps ?68cr fine on 
343 stone crushers for 
flouting green norms

Gurgaon: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has 
imposed a penalty of Rs 68 crore on 343 stone 
crushers in Charkhi Dadri for violating 
environmental norms.The order came on a 
petition by local resident Vinod Kumar Jangra, 
who alleged that dust and dirt from the stone 
crushers were adversely affecting the 
environment and public health. Following the 
plea, the court had asked for a factual report. In 
the assessment, the AQI of the area around the 
crushers was found to be more than 200 on an 
average. This prompted the tribunal to ask the 
pollution board to take action.“We also fix 
interim compensation at the rate of Rs 20 lakh 
against each of the stone crushers operating in 
the area on ‘polluter pays’ principle. The 
compensation will cover the period from five 
years prior to filing of this application and till 
date. This will apply to all 343 identified stone 
crushers as mentioned in the report of the joint 
committee dated 17.01.2023,” the order read. 
The NGT bench, comprising chairperson Adarsh 
Kumar Goel, judicial member Sudhir Agarwal 
and expert member A Senthil Vil, also ordered 
that no stone crushing unit would be allowed to 
operate in the area until the air quality index was 
in the ‘moderate’ category and dropped below 
200.The stone crushing units have one month to 
deposit the amount, failing which the pollution 
board can take ‘coercive action’. The amount 
collected would be used for the restoration of the 
environment in the area.The Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) and its Haryana 
counterpart will act as nodal agencies for 
coordination and compliance of the order.

Apart from imposing the environmental 
compensation, the NGT said that the CPCB 
could install five machines to monitor the air 
quality of the area around them. “It will be open 
to the CPCB to install more, if found necessary... 
The number of operating stone crushers be 
suitably reduced as directed earlier so as to be 
within the carrying capacity…,” the order stated.

The tribunal also observed that the fact-finding 
report had revealed that many of the crushers had 
not even obtained plantation plans from the 
authorities concerned. “We fail to understand 
what the compulsion before the authorities is in 
ignoring such large-scale violations. Let the 
chairman, state PCB, take remedial action, 
including action against erring officers involved 
in the process, coordinating with all concerned 
state authorities,” it said, before listing the matter 
for hearing on May 22.Asked about the NGT 
order, HSPCB chief P Raghavendra Rao said, 
“We have already initiated action. We have 
discussed the matter with CPCB to install more 
air monitors in the area. And the regional officer 
has been asked to inform the polluters about the 
penalty and take remedial action.

GURUGRAM. The police in a joint operation with 
NGOs rescued six child labourers, who were working at 
various dhabas in the city, on Saturday. The dhaba 
owners, who employed them, have been booked.

“We got information about child labourers and formed 
teams with various NGOs and raided dhabas located in 
Sector 43. During the raids, we rescued six child 
labourers. Among them, five children are 15 years old 
and one is 14,” said Sarjeet Singh, assistant sub-
inspector at Sector 43 police station.

The rescued children told the police that they worked for 
more than 8-9 hours on a daily basis. “We have recorded 
the statements of the children and they have been sent to 
child care centres for further care,” added Singh.

The police have booked several dhaba owners under 
sections of the Child Labour Act, Juvenile Justice Act 

Cop extorts Rs 1.4 lakh from 
two at Gurugram's KoD 
parking lot, arrested

In raids at Gurugram dhabas, 
cops rescue 6 child labourers

GURUGRAM: A head constable has been arrested for 
allegedly extorting Rs 1.4 lakh from two people who 
were sitting in a car at the parking lot of Kingdom of 
Dreams in Sector 29 on January 11.

Takath Singh, who was officially deputed on an 
emergency response vehicle in Sector 40, was 
deployed in Sector 29 at the time of the incident, cops 
said. DCP Virender Vij said that on January 12, a man 
complained that he was sitting in a car with his 
colleague in the parking space of KoD when the 
policeman knocked on the car window and asked for 
their ID proofs, threatening them and extorting Rs 1.4 
lakh from them.ACP Dr Kavita, who lead the team for 
the arrest, said, "Soon after the complaint, we 
investigated and found that the accused is EHC Takath 
Singh. So we added a relevant section of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act. Singh was arrested on Saturday and 
confessed his crime. We have recovered Rs 1 lakh of 
the extortion money. He was produced before the court 
and has been sent to jail."

Property dealer thrashes 
neighbour after spat over loud 
music in Gurugram, held

Pre-boards in Hry schools 
from Jan 28

Gurgaon.A property dealer has been arrested for 
allegedly assaulting a woman after an argument over 
playing loud music in Sector 81.He was arrested on 
Saturday, police said.Cops said they received the 
woman’s complaint against her neighbour, a resident 
of Sector 81, on January 14 at Kherki Daula police 
station.Police spokesperson Subhash Boken said, 
“According to the complainant, on the intervening 
night of January 13 and 14, a resident who stayed near 
the woman’s flat, rang the doorbell of her house 
around 2.15am. When she opened the door, the 
accused along with at least seven others, including 
four women, pushed and assaulted her.”“The accused 
pushed me and my husband, hurled abuses at us and 
threatened to throw me out of the house. The accused 
also hit me multiple times,” she told the police. An 
FIR under IPC sections 354 (assault or criminal force 
to woman with intent to outrage her modesty) and 379 
A (snatching) was filed at the Kherki Daula police 
station and the accused was arrested, Boken said, 
adding that others who were with the accused will be 
arrested soon.A police officer said the woman was 
assaulted after she complained to the RWA that the 
accused, who stays near her flat, played loud music at 
night.“When society guards reached at the accused’s 
flat and requested him to turn the volume down, he got 
enraged and reached at the woman’s home with his 
friends and assaulted her and husband,” he said.

Gurgaon. The Board of School Education Haryana 
(BSEH) has decided to hold pre-board exams for 
classes 10 and 12. The board has said that since the 
education department has district-wise targets for 
pass percentage, the results of these pre-board 
exams should be used to fix the lapses during the 
revision classes. According to the schedule released 
by the board, the examinations will commence on 
January 28 and end on February 9. “ This year it is all 
the more important because the education 
department has put a great emphasis on improving 
the performance of the students. So, this pre-board 
exam will also serve as a litmus test for the schools 
to assess their preparedness for the board exams and 
fix the lapses before board exams start,” said a 
BSEH official. 
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metres of sea surface while RAMANATHAPURAM.  Despite 
trawling for fish. Due to this, a series of protests by country boat 
traditional fishermen are not able fishermen against the use of pair 
to get a good catch. The numbers trawling fishing nets, and 
of crab and squid have also awareness programmes held by 
dropped drastically over the the fisheries department on the ill 
years."  Speaking to TNIE, effects of the nets' use, the banned 
Kathavarayan, deputy director of fishing gear is still being 
the fisheries department, said, rampantly used in Rameswaram.

On Sunday, 48 mechanised boat "During the raid on Sunday, we 
owners were booked for allegedly totally booked 97 boat owners. 
using pair trawling nets. Further, Last week too, we booked over 40 
49 boat owners were booked for boat owners for using the banned 
engaging in fishing without fishing nets. A series of action 
securing tokens from the plans are being implemented on 

and resources, pair trawling traditional boat fishermen have demand.NJ Bose, president of the authorities. Nearly 4 tonnes of fish our part. Erring fishers will be 
fishing nets were banned in the been holding continuous protests Harbour Mechanised Boat were also seized from the booked under the Tamil Nadu 
country. It is a practice wherein seeking action against those Fishermen Associa t ion  in  fishermen during the search Marine Fishing Regulations Act. 
two boats trawl using a common violating the ban regulation. On Rameswaram, said, "Over 250 operation carried out by officials The seized fish will be sold in a 
net to catch fish. However, F r i d a y,  t h e  f i s h e r s  a l s o  boats are using the pair trawl nets from the fisheries and police public auction and the money will 
claiming that the practice is a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  on a daily basis. A single pair of departments.Considering the be deposited in a government 
rampant  in  Rameswaram,  administration pressing the boats occupies about 180-200 harm it causes to marine species account."

KOZHIKODE.  Having learnt a lesson its constitution only with the consent of the ‘deviant sects’ are included in the 
from the tussle with the Confederation of Samastha. Moreover, the Sunni body will textbooks prescribed for the government-
Islamic Colleges (CIC), Samastha Kerala have final word if there are issues related to recognised courses. Samastha’s main 
Jem-Iyyathul Ulama has issued a detailed the running of the institutions. The charge against Abdul Hakkeem Faizi was 
guideline for the institutions, which are guidelines also say that the ideology of the that he had smuggled in the ideologies of 
under the Sunni organisation to stay organisations such as the Mujahids and the the Jama’at-e-Islami and the Mujahids into 
vigilant against deviant ideologies of the  Jama’at-e-Islami should not find a place in the institutions under the CIC. It had 
Mujahids and the Jama’at-e-Islami. the syllabus of the institutions. The books appointed a committee to find out the 

and magazines published by these ‘deviations from Sunni ideology’ present The guidelines are framed to tighten 
organisations should not be kept in the in the speeches and writings of Samastha’s control over the institutions 
libraries and persons with the line of Faizi.Samastha believes that the CIC, that are imparting Islamic and secular 
thinking should not be appointed as which began under the protégé of the Sunni education. CIC is an umbrella organisation 
teachers.Samastha guidelines also asks the organisation, started drifting away from it of colleges that run Wafy and Wafiyya 
institutions to ‘expose the hollowness’ of under the influence of Jama’at-e-Islami courses. The issue between Samastha and 
the ideologies of the ‘deviant sects and and Mujahids. Faizi had strongly refuted CIC originated after the latter’s decision to 
rationalists’ through special classes and the allegations and had reiterated his amend its constitution. Samastha believes 
programmes. Classes introducing commitment to the Sunni ideology. The that the amendment was aimed to free the 
Samastha and its deceased leaders should guidelines want the authorities of the institutions from the Sunni body’s control. 
be organised regularly and the magazines educational institutions to take steps to The arguments over the issue snowballed 
brought out by the students of these foster the students’ affinity with Samastha into a major controversy, leading to the 
institutions should confirm to the Sunni by organising Samastha Day and expulsion of Abdul Hakkeem Faizi 
ideology. The guidelines say that the encouraging students to be members of Adrussery, CIC general secretary, from 
authorities of the educational institutions Samastha Kerala Sunni Students Samastha. As per the new guidelines, an 
should exercise caution if the ideology of Federation (SKSSF).institution can bring a significant change in 

Samastha asserts its authority, issues guidelines for institutions

Married lady kills 
youth to fend off rape 

in Odisha, arrested

DINDIGUL.  Attending the regional-level 
public hearing meeting at the collectorate on 
Sunday, several farmers requested ministers 
to increase the procurement prices for paddy 
and sugarcane. Minister for Agriculture MRK 
Pannerselvam, Minister for Food and Civil 
Supplies R Sakkarapani, Minister for Rural 
Development I Periysamy and District 
Collector S Visakan attended the meeting, 
held ahead of  the agriculture budget. A total 
of 31 farmers from the districts of Dindigul, 
Theni, Tiruchy, Karur and Tirupur were 
allowed to express their opinion.They said 
DMK had promised in its election manifesto 
that the procurement price for sugarcane will 
be increased to Rs 4,000 per tonne and 
procurement price for paddy will be increased 
to Rs 2,500 per quintal, adding that farmers 
are facing difficulties. Responding to them, 
Minister for Agriculture MRK Pannerselvam 
replied that DMK will fulfil the promises in 
the remaining tenure of three years. Another 
farmer from Karur requested the ministers to 
provide technical guidance for value added 
products, such as drumsticks. They also urged 
the ministers to set up a research centre for 
goats and alleged that veterinary hospitals are 
not functioning properly. Dindigul District 
Farmers Association President N Perumal 
said though the government raised Rs 10 of 
aavin milk sale price, the procurement price of 
milk was increased to just Rs 3 per litre. 
"Following this, farmers are selling their milk 
to private players. If it continues, Aavin will 
soon be closed down," he added.  Minister 
MRK Pannerselvam replied that the 
government is taking all sorts of efforts to get 
good prices for 'Glorisa superba' and 
marketing the farmers' produce. "After DMK 
assumed charge, farmers received the pending 
procurement amount of Rs 800 crore. Due to 
the financial crisis, Amaravati Sugar Mill is 
still not functioning," he said. Minister for 
Rural Development I Periysamy said in order 
to safeguard the coconut farmers, the 
government may recommend coconut oil for 
all cooking purposes. It is only in Tamil Nadu 
that different types of oils are being used for 
different purposes whereas in Kerala, coconut 
oil is used," he added.

Cash-rich Enumamula market panel 
forced to take loans, pay staff salaries

government appoints a chairperson WARANGAL. The game of one-upmanship 
immediately after the term of the incumbent between two MLAs has led to such a 
expires. “However, for the last six months situation that the Enumamula Agricultural 
there has been no chairperson. Earlier, D Market Committee (AMC) in Warangal has 
Bhagyalakshmi was the chairperson and her been forced to borrow money to pay salaries 
tenure was not renewed,” he said.to its staff, despite the fact that the AMC is 

Rahul said that he and his colleagues the biggest in Asia and there is no shortage of 
approached the Marketing department revenues. In fact, the situation is so dire that 
director and as per his directions submitted pensioners have been waiting for over six 
details to the neighbourhood market months to get their pensions; their visits to 
committees to facilitate loans to pay the the market yard bear no fruit.This is despite 
salaries. “After the appointment of the next the AMC topping the market in terms of 
chairman or chairperson, the loan would be revenue collection -- up from Rs 24 crore to 
cleared,” said Rahul.Rs 38 crore this financial year itself. 

According to sources, the AMC secretary MLAs’ power play halts chairperson 
has taken loans totalling Rs 6 crore from appointment

Enumamula Market comes under the Narsampet, Adilabad, Jangaon and 
Wardhannapet and Parakal Assembly Khammam market committees over the last 

post has remained vacant. Sources blame the Wardhannapet and Parakal Assembly constituencies, where the MLAs of the six months just to clear the salaries of its 297 
power play of the two MLAs, who want their constituencies, where the MLAs of the respective segments -- Aroori Ramesh and regular and outsourced employees.
dominance on the AMC for this.With no respective segments – Aroori Ramesh and Challa Dharma Reddy -- want their loyalist The AMC chairperson is the official 
chairperson, it has fallen on the AMC Challa Dharma Reddy -- want their loyalist to be appointed the chairperson. The AMC authorised to release the salaries of the 297 
secretary to take loans from the market to be appointed the chairperson. chairperson is the official authorised to employees, as well pensions of the retired 
committees of neighbouring districts. When contacted, Enumamula agriculture release the salaries of the 297 employees, as staff. However, after the term of the 
Enumamula Market comes under the market Secretary BV Rahul stated that the well pensions of the retired staff.chairperson expired over six months ago, the 

Five Kerala Congress MPs not keen on contesting 2024 polls

Puducherry: Schoolboy fills 
pothole after grandfather 
suffers fracture in mishap 

Tamil Nadu farmers 
request increase in 
procurement prices of 
paddy, sugarcane

BARIPADA. Baripada Sadar police on Sunday 
arrested a married woman on the charge of 
killing a youth who allegedly tried to rape her. 
The accused was identified as 36-year-old 
Kuni Murmu of Gunjusahi village. The 
deceased is 22-year-old Mangal Murmu of the 
same village. The incident came to light after 
Mangal’s decomposed body was found in the 
morning on Sunday.IIC Madhusmita Mohanty 
said during interrogation, the accused woman 
admitted that she killed Mangal on January 14. 
According to Kuni, the youth came to her 
house at night when her family members were 
out celebrating the Makar Sankranti festival. 
Mangal forcibly entered the house and 
attempted to sexually assault Kuni. When the 
woman resisted, the accused became 
infuriated. To save herself, Kuni brought a 
spade and hit him on the head.After the accused 
became unconscious, the woman dragged him 
out to the backyard of her house. She then 
battered his head with the spade killing him on 
the spot. Subsequently, Kuni took the youth’s 
body to a nearby forest and disposed it of there. 
When Mangal did not return home in the night, 
his mother Maisi Murmu filed a missing 
complaint at Baripada Sadar police station. A 
search was also launched to trace Mangal but to 
no avail.On the day, some villagers reached the 
forest on detecting a foul smell emanating from 
the area. They found the decomposed body of 
Mangal. On being informed, police and a 
scientific team rushed to the forest and seized 
the body. Maisi was called to the spot and she 
identified the body to be that of her son Mangal.

The IIC said a case was registered under section 
302 of the IPC against Kuni. The body was sent 
to Pandit Raghunath Murmu Medical College 
and Hospital for autopsy. An investigation is 
underway to ascertain if any other person was 
involved in the murder. The accused will be 
produced in court on Monday.

PUDUCHERRY.   Moved by the pathetic condition 
of a road in his locality which led to his grandfather 
sustaining injuries after falling off his motorcycle, 
an eighth grade student in Puducherry decided to set 
things right on his own by filling the pothole which 
resulted in the mishap. After his grandfather, a 
farmer, fell off his motorcycle a few days ago after 
he hit a pothole and ended up in hospital with a 
fracture, 13-year old Masilamani collected sand, 

gravel and other 
materials lying 
s c a t t e r e d  a t  
various points in 
his village and 
after mixing them 
with cement, filled 
the pothole and 
other damaged 
portions of the 
r o a d  i n
Sendhanatham in 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  

Villianoor. "My wish is that nobody should meet 
with accidents and suffer injuries as my grandfather 
has," he said while receiving a complimentary copy 
of a book from former Legislator Vayyapuri 
Manikandan in appreciation of the youngster's 
gesture.The boy's neighbours congratulated him and 
presented him shawls.The Puducherry-Pathukannu 
route has been in a bad condition for the last seven 
years and nothing done to restore the road, said a 
resident of the village after meeting the boy.

After his grandfather fell off his motorcycle a a few days 
ago after he hit a pothole and ended up with a fracture, 13-

year old Masilamani collected sand, gravel and other 
materials to fill potholes.

CPM-led LDF has hijacked our 20:20 THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. As many as 
slogan. Besides, even the BJP has claimed five sitting Congress MPs in Kerala are not 
that it will win five seats in the state. They keen to contest the 2024 Lok Sabha 
both have started the work at the ground elections. Reason: They think it will be tough 
level, Where does the Congress stand? With to defend their seats as the party state 
the state leadership not taking any steps to leadership is yet to start d preparations for the 
undertake organisational revamping, it is polls while CPM has already made giant 
going to be really hard for the sitting MPs to strides with its groundwork.  
defend their seats,” the MP told TNIE. It was Shashi Tharoor and T N Prathapan who 
However, a top Congress leader told TNIE first expressed their desire to shift their focus 
that all the allegations against the state party to the state. It did not go downwell with the 
leadership are false. The party has already state leadership. Kozhikode MP M K 
started Vision 2024. “We have already Raghavan is also eying a state berth. So is 

minorities, he told TNIE. 25,000 booth committees appointed, many a p p o i n t e d  o b s e r v e r s  i n  s e v e r a l  Attingal MP Adoor Prakash. It’s learnt that 
The Congress had a dream run in the 2019 LS of them with women presidents, soon after he constituencies where work is going on state Congress chief K Sudhakaran will also 

elections under his stewardship, with the took over the reins. The slogan “20:20” diligently,” he said. Meanwhile, the state not be contesting the polls.  “The Congress in 
party sweeping 15 of the 16 seats it (meaning the party will win all 20 LS seats in Congress leadership came out with a the state has become a divided house ever 
contested, and its allies bagging four. The Kerala) raised by Mullappally and then statement that an election monitoring cell has since Tharoor hinted at his desire to focus on 
CPM had to be content with a single seat. Leader of Opposition Ramesh Chennithala been constituted at Indira Bhavan with party state politics,” senior party leader 
Mullapally had undertaken Janamaha Yatra has now been snatched away by the CPM, a general secretary Mariapuram Sreekumar as Mullappally Ramachandran said. Adding to 
to connect with people, and launched ‘My Congress MP from Malabar rued. the chairman and M K Rahman as the the Congress’ woes, there has been a massive 
booth, My pride’ campaign which saw ‘Defending seats will be tough for MPs’“The convener.erosion in the party’s support base among 

Rameswaram fishermen owners booked 
for using banned trawl nets

TN Temple festival crane 
mishap: Four men 
including a young boy 
dead in Nemili

RANIPET. Four men, including a young boy, 
died after a crane fell down during a temple 
festival in Keezh Veedhi near Nemili in 
Ranipet district on Sunday night. Police 
identified the deceased as C. Boopalan (45), 
G. Jothibabu (16), P. Muthukumar (46), and 
M. Chinnasamy (76). Hundreds of devotees 
took part in the Mayilaru festival at Draupadi 
Amman temple in Keezh Veethi on Sunday.

As part of the ritual, four devotees, including 
one of the deceased Jothibabu, pierced their 
backs. They were suspended from the top of 
the crane that carried them in the hanging 
position to garland the deity."While moving, 
the devotees were lifted as high as 30 feet. 
Since the road was quite bumpy, the crane lost 
its balance and fell down. This could have led 
to the mishap," the police said. About eight 
people were injured in the incident that 
occurred at around 8.00 pm. Among them, 
Jothibabu, who suffered critical injuries in the 
fall, was rushed to Arakkonam government 
hospital. But he was declared dead upon 
arrival, the police said.

Responding to them, Minister for 
Agriculture MRK Pannerselvam replied 
that DMK will fulfil the promises in the 

remaining tenure of three years.

Kerala: Four attacked by wasps, two in critical condition  
KOZHIKODE.  Four people were injured in a wasp attack at 

Narikkatteri near Nadapuram on Saturday. Of them, two are 
in critical condition. They have been identified as Ahmad 
Chaalil, 62, and Kunjabdulla Maruthoor, 65. A swarm of 
wasps attacked them near the Manikoth bridge over the 
Narikkatteri canal. Though first rushed to Nadapuram taluk 
hospital, they were later moved to Kozhikode Medical 
College for advanced treatment. The other two injured are 
Babu Kuttipoyil (56), a store worker, and a pedestrian. 

Meanwhile, four people were stung by bees on Saturday at 
Vilangad, where one person had died in a similar incident. 
The four are Sebin Churapoyikayil ,  Elikutty 
Kalappurakkal, James Pamblaniyil and Omana 
Karimbukuzhi.

New Delhi, Tuesday, 24 January, 2023

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SUJATA RATHEE Ex wife of Sh.
VIVEK MALIK D/o Sh.
SOMVEER RATHEE, R/o 435
B/29, Near Devi Lal Park, Tilak
Nagar, Rohtak-124001, Haryana,
declare that I got divorced from my
husband Sh. VIVEK MALIK S/o
Sh. B. S. MALIK vide court decree
H.M.A No.1915/2019 dated
04.03.2022. Further I have
changed the name of my minor
daughter MEHAR MALIK, aged
about 11 years and shall be known
as MANASVI SINGH. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients Fayyaz, and his
wife Shabnam, Both  R/O F-64,
Ground Floor, Gali No.3,
Jaitpur Extn., Part-II, South
Delhi, New Delhi-110044, have
severed all relations and dis-
owned their son Irfan & his wife
Samar Praveen from their all
movable /immovable proper-
ties due to their misconduct
/misbehavior towards my
clients. My clients shall not be
responsible for their any
acts/deed in future.

RAJNI RASTOGI 
ADVOCATE 
CH. NO.505

Lawyers Block
Saket Court, New Delhi

M.No.9818084994

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform general public
at large that our client Mr.
Rakesh Verma &amp; Guddo
have approached Indo Star
Home Finance P. Ltd. for plot
plus construction loan against
the property, Plot area measur-
ing 64 sq. yds., Khasra No-
1156, Bisahada, Gautam
Busdh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh.
Mr. Neeraj Malik is the owner of
the above mentioned property
vide regd. GPA (FAMILY RELA-
TION) executed by Mr. Om Pal
Malik as Doc. No.1370, Book
No.4, Vol. No. 497, Pages 225-
242 dated 23.04.2021 SR.
Dadri. All persons, if any,
including bank, financial institu-
tions, or an party/ies having
claim, demand, right, interest in
respect of or against the said
property or any part thereof by
way of inheritance, assignment,
mortgage, possession, lien or
otherwise, or litigation are here-
by required to make the same
known in writing within 7 days
with the documentary evidence
from the date of publication,
falling which the said claim of
the person/s, if any will be con-
sidered waived and settled. 

R Shilpee Advocate 
D111 Dwarka Nor Nawada

housing complex Delhi 110059

NAME CHANGE
I Mulekha W/o Surendra
Kumar R/o RZ-277M,Raj
Nagar-2,Palam Colony,South
West Delhi,Delhi -110077,Have
Changed My Name To Sulekha
Devi For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, PRADEEP GARG    S/O
RAKESH GARG     residing at
1/4577 RAM NAGAR EXTN
MANDOLI ROAD SHAHDARA
DELHI-110032  have changed
my name to PRADEEP KUMAR
GARG    for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, DARSHANA KHURANA W/O
PREM NARAIN KHURANA
residing at B-41 RAM DUTT
ENCLAVE UTTAM NAGAR
DWARKA DELHI-110059  have
changed  my name to DARSHAN
KHURANA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Aftab Ali s/o Nawab Ali R/o
F-58/A, Gali No-12, Om Vihar
Extn., Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059,
have changed my name to Mohd
Aftab for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAMEEM wife of mohd bilal
ahmed Residence of h no-f-322,
gali no-10, ph-1, bhagirathi vihar,
delhi-110094 have changed my
name  to shamim bano for all
purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, BILAL SON OF MOHD
YOUSUF RESIDENCE OF H
NO-F-322, GALI NO-10, PH-1,
BHAGIRATHI VIHAR, DELHI-
110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME  TO MOHD BILAL
AHMED FOR ALL PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, Gurujeet Singh s/o Kartar
Singh R/o C-127, F/F, Vishwas
Park, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059, have changed my
name to Gurjeet Singh for all
future purposes

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our clients
Sh. Brajpal Singh Sehravat &
Sh. Rishi Pal Kasana are the
owners of the Freehold
Residential Portion of Plot no.
B-34, area measuring 337.6
sq. yds. Situated at Defence
Colony (Hindon) at Village
Barhampur @ Bhopura
Pargana & Tehsil Loni Distt.
Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh. Vide
Sale deed dated 20.09.2021
as Doc. No. 7719, BK-I, Vol.
no. 16334, pages 75-104, in
SRO- III-GZB. in the property
chain minor share sold as per
Sale deed dated 20.09.2021
now our client is declaring that
that any other Person does not
have any right over the said
property, and Portion of Plot
no. B-34, area measuring 100
sq. yds. sold to be Sh.
Abhishek Awasthi, Which is to
be financed by Piramal Capital
& Housing Finance Ltd.,
Branch Aggarwal Metro Mall,
Unit No. 107, First Floor,
Station Box at Dilshad Garden
Metro Station, New Delhi
110095. If any person(s) have
any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or
interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days
from the date of Publication of
this notice and or the same to
the undersigned if found by
any one. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I, Yashwant S/O RajKumar R/O
near chungi no 07,ward
no.05,Loharu,Bhiwani,Loharu,Har
yana,127201 Have changed My
name to Yashwant Motiya For all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I , ZABBAR AHMAD S/O
ABDUL QAYYUM R/O E-107/4
GROUND FLOOR SHAHEEN
BAGH ABUL FAZAL,
ENCLAVE PART-2 JAMIA
NAGAR DELHI-11025 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHAMMAD JABBAR FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, GUNJAN W/O RAJAT
ARORA R/O TOWER 12 FLAT
N0-204 PURVANCHAL ROYAL
PARK, SECTOR-137 NOIDA
UTTAR PRADESH-201301
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO GUNJAN SIKRI FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL SAMAD S/O SAY-
EED AHMED R/O J-25/26
GALI N0-09 RAMESH PARK,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO ABDUS SAMAD FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, Rashmi W/o Balvinder Chauhan
R/o Rz C-61 F/F KH No-115/11
Mahavir Enclave Delhi -110045
have changed my name from
Rashmi to Rashmi chauhan for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONALI GANAPATI BAN-
SUDE W/o 14846819N HAV
BHANDE SANTOSH KUMAR
DSHARATH R/o VPO-ZARI
(BK), TEH-CHAKUR, DIST-
LATUR, MAHARASHTRA-
413529 have changed my name
from SONALI GANAPATI BAN-
SUDE to SONALI SANTOSH
KUMAR BHANDE for all future
purposes Vide Affidavit Serial
No. IN-DL51576863007444V
dated 23-01-2023 Before Notary
Public Delhi.

The Sikh Times
(National Daily English Newspaper)

‚SÃ ŒÊ◊Ù¥ ¬⁄U
Á‚»§¸ wÆ ÉÊ¥≈U ◊¥ ÁflôÊÊ¬Ÿ

¿¬flÊ∞¥, ÁflôÊÊ¬Ÿ ŒŸ flÊ‹
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•ı⁄U ¬≈UË∞◊ ‚ ¬◊¥≈U ∑§⁄U¥–
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011- 41509689, 23315814,

9868068019, 9312051236

8851707405

qpatrika@gmail.com
5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Press Area, ITO. New Delhi

8 Dead After Truck Hits Religious Procession In Bihar
Patna: The driver of a truck that ploughed into a religious procession killing at least eight people, including

seven children, in a senior police officer said on Monday.The driver, who lost control of the speeding vehicle on
the Mahnar-Hajipur highway, was admitted to Patna Medical College and Hospital (PMCH) and efforts were
underway to ascertain his identity, he said, adding his condition is stable. After the accident took place in Hajipur
on Sunday night, local RJD MLA Mukesh Roushan, who reached the spot, had
claimed that 12 people were killed but police hadn't issued any official toll.
Talking to PTI on Monday, Vaishali Superintendent of Police (SP) Manish
Kumar said, "A total of eight people, including seven children, were killed in the
accident, while seven other critically injured people are undergoing treatment
at Nalanda Medical College and Hospital (NMCH) and PMCH."  "The driver
was rescued from the mangled vehicle and arrested for negligent and rash driv-
ing. He is undergoing treatment in PMCH and his condition is stable," he said.
The accident took place in Desri area, around 30 km from state capital Patna,
around 9 pm when some people had gathered in front of a roadside peepal tree
to offer prayers to the local deity Kumari (10) and Satish Kumar (17).
Further identification process is underway. Mr Roushan, the Mahua
MLA, had earlier claimed that at least nine people died on the spot and
three others succumbed to their injuries while being taken to hospitals.
President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have
condoled the deaths.President Murmu extended her condolences to
the bereaved families and wished for the speedy recovery of those
injured.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Raju  S/o Late Sh.
Ramu and Smt. Saroj W/o Raju
R/o B-132, Sangam Park, Rana
Pratap Bagh, Delhi-07  have sev-
ered all relations and disowned
their son Rishabh and his wife
Anjali from all her movable and
immovable property due to their
misbehave and wrong conduct.
My clients will not be responsible
for any of their acts.

Amit Kumar  (Adv.)

NAME CHANGE
I, TANUSHREE MONDAL W/o
15444309W, NK SANDIP
MONDAL R/O VILL-BAR-
GRAM, PO-SATPALSA, PS-
MAYURESWAR, TEH-RAM-
PURHAT, DISTT-BIRBHUM,
WEST BENGAL-731234 have
changed my name from
TANUSHREE MONDAL to
TANUSHREE GHOSH MON-
DAL for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 23/01/2023
Before Notary Public, Delhi.
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London. The India-UK free trade working. This is not a deal that's is not going to be the same kind of 
agreement (FTA) is expected to be negotiating some kind of free mobility offer I can do with a country 
clinched this year but it won't involve movement with India,” Badenoch told like India, which has got many times 
any boost of free movement visa offers the newspaper, with reference to more the population,” said Badenoch."And 
for Indians, British trade minister in visa offers.The minister indicated a what people from the UK want to do 
charge of the negotiations has willingness to make concessions on when they travel to Australia is 
said.Kemi Badenoch, who was in New issues like business mobility, but ruled probably slightly different from what 
Delhi last month to kick off the sixth out the prospect of Indians getting the they do when they travel to India, and 
round of FTA talks with Commerce and same kind of deal as with Australia – vice versa as well,” she told ‘The 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, said which allows under-35s to live and Times’.Distancing from the previous 
that former prime minister Boris work in the UK for three yearsThe Tory government's approach of 
Johnson’s "deal by Diwali" deadline r e c i p r o c a l  U K - I n d i a  Yo u n g  deadline-bound FTA negotiations as 
last year was not feasible and had to be Professionals Scheme, formally "unhelpful", Badenoch reiterated the 
changed.In an interview with ‘The launched earlier this month, is seen as Rishi Sunak led government's more 
Times’ recently, the UK Secretary of overcoming this hurdle by annually flexible approach going forward."The 
State for Trade also ruled out any major offering 3,000 18 to 30-year-old 'deal by Diwali' mantra is one of the 
similarities between the FTA the UK graduates visas to live and work in things I have changed since becoming 
had struck with Australia – one of the either country for up to two years."We Trade Secretary. I tell people it’s about 
first post-Brexit trade deals – and that have to make sure that each trade the deal, not the day. I think that having 
with India.We left the EU (European agreement we sign is tailored to the a fixed day where everything needs to 
Union) because we didn't believe in specific country. The kind of mobility be completed is not helpful in a 
free movement, we didn't think it was offer I can do to a country like Australia negotiation because the other party .

NEWS BOX

Ukraine’s tragic week shows there’s no safe place in war

India FTA can be clinched this year, but no 
more visa offers: UK trade minister

wary of sudden moves that could into account the time to Paris. Germany's foreign minister said on 
cause Moscow to further train Ukrainians to be Sunday her government would not stand 
esca la te .German defense  effective, and must not in the way if Poland wants to send its 
minister Boris Pistorius said on endanger France's own Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine, in a possible 
Sunday that he expected a security."Regarding the breakthrough for Kyiv which wants the 
decision soon on the tanks, Leclercs, I asked the Army tanks for its fight against Russia's 
though he kept up a note of minister to work on it, but invasion.Ukrainian officials have been 
caution.Pistorius told ARD TV nothing has been ruled out," calling on Western allies to supply them 
that Germany would not make a Macron said, adding that with the modern German-made tanks for 
hasty decision because the the move would have to be months - but Berlin has so far held back 
government had many factors to coordinated with allies such from sending them, or allowing other 
c o n s i d e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  as Germany in the coming NATO countries to do so.Asked what 
consequences at home for the days and weeks.German would happen if Poland went ahead and 
secur i ty  o f  the  German  sources have told Reuters sent its Leopard 2 tanks without German 
population. they would allow German-approval, Annalena Baerbock said on 

made tanks to be sent to France's LCI TV: "For the moment the Ukrainian President Volodymyr future. It would also help Ukraine retake 
Ukraine to help its defence against Russia question has not been asked, but if we Zelenskiy repeated his long-standing plea some of the territory that has fallen to 
if the United States agrees to send its own were asked we would not stand in the for the tanks at his Sunday meeting with Russia.After the Paris summit, Scholz 
tanks. But U.S. officials have said way."Her remarks appeared to go further former British Prime Minister Boris told a news conference that all weapons 
President Joe Biden's administration is than German Chancellor Olaf Scholz's Johnson who was visiting Kyiv."We need deliveries to Ukraine so far had taken 
not poised to send its own tanks, comments at a summit in Paris earlier on more weapons: tanks, aircraft, long-range place in close coordination with Western 
including the M1 Abrams.Sunday that all decisions on weapons missiles," Zelenskiy said, according to a partners. "We will do that in the future," 

deliveries would be made in coordination statement on his website. The Kremlin's spokesman said on Friday he said.Speaking at the same news 
with allies including the United States. that Western countries supplying Ukraine says the heavily armoured Western conference, French President Emmanuel 

additional tanks to Ukraine would not Germany has been under heavy pressure to battle tanks would give the Ukrainian Macron said he did not rule out the 
change the course of the conflict and that let Leopards go to Ukraine. But Scholz's ground troops more mobility and possibility of sending Leclerc tanks to 
they would add to the problems of the Social Democrat party is traditionally protection ahead of a new Russian UkraineMacron said that sending tanks 
Ukrainian people.sceptical of military involvements and offensive which Kyiv expects in the near must not escalate the situation, must take 

Germany would not block Poland from sending 
tanks to Ukraine, says foreign minister

Brovary. A small broom and dustpan in suffered irretrievable losses: a loved the town of Bucha, near the capital, 
hand, Olga Prenzilevich cleans up the one, a place to call home, and for some, Oleksy Zavadskyi was laid to rest after 
debris along the road in a sleepy Kyiv any hope for the future. falling in battle in Bakhmut, where 
suburb next to a cordoned-off mound fighting has been intense for months. But this past week seemed to have a 
of charred vehicles and misshapen His fiancee, Anya Korostenstka, tossed special cruelty to it.It started on the 
wreckage. dirt on his casket after it was lowered weekend when a barrage of Russian 

into the grave. Then she collapsed in But she can’t sweep away the terrible missiles slammed into an apartment 
tears.“The courage of our military and memory of seeing the government complex that housed about 1,700 
the motivations of the Ukrainian helicopter that carried Ukraine’s people in the southeastern city of 
people is not enough,” President interior minister tumbling through the Dnipro. The January 14 barrage killed 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in a news fog and crashing into the kindergarten 45 civilians, including six children — 
conference Thursday at the Mariinskyi building. Or the frantic dash afterward the deadliest strike on civilians since 
Palace in Kyiv.He had appeared a day to save the children, their tiny bodies in spring — in an area once considered 
earlier in a video link to the World flames.“I am still in shock,”the 62- safe for many who fled front-line areas 
E c o n o m i c  F o r u m  i n  D a v o s ,  year-old custodian says, the acrid farther east.Then came Wednesday’s 
Switzerland, where he asked his high-stench of burning still in the air.Nearby, helicopter crash at the kindergarten in 
powered audience to stand silently to O k s a n a  Yu r i y,  3 3 ,  w a t c h e s  the Kyiv suburb of Brovary that killed 
honor those killed in the helicopter investigators photograph the scene to 14, including Interior Minister Denys 
crash. His wife, Olena Zelenska, who try to piece together how Wednesday’s Monastyrskyi, other members of his 
had traveled to the conference to crash happened.“I thought this was a ministry and the aircraft’s crew. One 
muster support for Ukraine in person, safe place,” she said. “Now I child on the ground was killed, and 25 
dabbed tears from her eyes as she understand there is no such thing.”This people were injured, including 11 
learned of the crash.At an event is the hard lesson Ukrainians have had children.Monastyrskyi, 42, had been 
Thursday at Kyiv’s lavish Fairmont to learn in a week of mourning at least travelling to the front line when the 
Hotel, U.S. Ambassador Bridget Brink 59 dead in places that many considered Super Puma helicopter went down in 
told attendees that some of the safe from the violence of the war the fog, although no official cause has 
embassy’s staff had died in fighting on against Russia, now in its 11th been determined.Flowers piled up 
the front.“I know a lot of Ukrainians month.Since February, they have seen Friday at the fence outside the 
inside and outside the government are lives lost from missile strikes and kindergarten. A 73-year-old woman 
hurting right now,” she said, urging her battlefield combat, and civilians dying hung a plastic bag full of aloe vera 
audience of diplomats, businessmen in schools, theatres, hospitals and plants after reading that they might 
and journalists to not lose faith.apartment buildings. They have help heal burn victims.At a cemetery in 

US: Suspect in dance club shooting killed self in van, says police
(34.5 kilometers) from that from China or first-generation Monterey Park,UPDATED. Authorities 
second location.The shooting Asian Americans. The shooting say the suspect in a California dance club 
sent a wave of fear through happened in the heart of its shooting that left 10 dead has shot and 
Asian American communities downtown where red lanterns killed himself.Los Angeles County 
in the Los Angeles area and decorated the streets for the Sheriff Robert Luna said Sunday the man 
cast a shadow over Lunar New Lunar New Year festivities. A killed himself as police officers closed in 
Year festivities around the police car was parked near a on the van he used to flee the scene of an 
country. Other cities sent extra large banner that proclaimed attempted second shooting.
officers to watch over the “Happy Year of the Rabbit!”The Luna identified the suspect as 72-year-old 
celebrations.Luna said the celebration in Monterey Park is Huu Can Tran. He said no other suspects 
shooting at the Star Ballroom one of California’s largest. Two are at large.Law enforcement officials 
Dance Studio in Monterey days of festivities, which have swarmed and entered a white van on 
Park left five women and five been attended by as many as Sunday afternoon that officials suspect 
men dead and wounded 100,000 people in past years, was driven by a gunman who opened fire 
another 10 people. Then 20 to were planned. But officials on a Southern California ballroom dance 
30 minutes later, a man with a canceled Sunday’s events studio, killing 10 people and wounding 10 

short time later and looked through its gun entered the Lai Lai Ballroom in following the shooting.Tony Lai, 35, of more.Police surrounded the van with 
contents before walking away. It was nearby Alhambra.Authorities believe the Monterey Park was stunned when he tactical vehicles and bomb squad trucks 
unclear what they found.Authorities said two events are connected. They offered no came out for his early morning walk to for hours before going in. A person’s body 
Sunday they know the suspect’s name but details about a possible motive.The learn that the noises h heard in the night appeared to be slumped over the wheel 
declined to release it because it could suspect entered the Alhambra club with a were gunshots.“I thought maybe it was and was later removed from the vehicle, 
complicate their ability to apprehend him. gun, and people wrested the weapon away fireworks. I thought maybe it had but authorities did not immediately 
But they did release a photo showing an from him before he fled, Luna said.Hours something to do with Lunar New Year,” identify the person.Los Angeles County 
Asian man wearing glasses and a winter earlier, Luna said authoritie were looking he said. “And we don’t even get a lot of Sheriff Robert Luna previously released 
hat.The sheriff declined to say what type for a white van after witnesses reported fireworks here. It’s weird to see this. It’s photos of an Asian man who was believed 
of gun was recovered in Alhambra. He seeing the suspect flee from Alhambra in really safe here. We’re right in the middle to be the suspect, but he did not release the 
said investigators believe the gun used in such a vehicle.“We believe there is a of the city, but it’s really safe.”Wynn man’s name.The manhunt came after a 
Monterey Park was not an assault rifle.person inside of that vehicle. We don’t Liaw, 57, who lives about two blocks gunman killed 10 people at a ballroom 

The massacre was the nation’s fifth mass know his/her condition, but we’re going from the Monterey Park studio, said she dance studio late Saturday amid Lunar 
killing this month. It was also the to handle that in safest manner that we was shocked that such a crime would New Years  celebrat ions  in  the  
deadliest attack since May 24, when 21 possibly can and try and identify that happen, especially during New Year’s p redominan t ly  As ian  Amer ican  
people were killed in an elementary person. Could it be our suspect? celebrations.“Chinese people, they community of Monterey Park. He likely 
school in Uvalde, Texas.Monterey Park is Possibly,” Luna said.In response to a consider Chinese New Year very, very tried and failed to target a second dance 
a city of about 60,000 people on the question, Luna said it was possible that special” — a time when “you don’t do hall, authorities said.The van was found in 
eastern edge of Los Angeles and is the person barricaded in a van was dead. anything that will bring bad luck the entire Torrance, another community home to 
composed mostly of Asian immigrants year,” she said.Members of a SWAT team entered the van a many Asian Americans, about 22 miles 

Washington President Joe Biden is expected to name Jeff 
Zients, who ran the administration’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic at the start of Biden’s term, as his 
next chief of staff, according to two people familiar 
with the matter.

Biden’s current top aide, Ron Klain, is preparing to leave 
the job in the coming weeks.Since serving as COVID-
19 response coordinator, Zients has returned to the 
White House in a low-profile position to work on 
staffing matters for the remainder of Biden’s first 
term.The two people familiar with the matter were not 
authorized to publicly discuss Biden’s plans before an 
official announcement and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.The Washington Post first reported on 
Zients’ expected appointment. The White House did not 
respond to requests for comment.The change at the 
highest levels of senior staff comes as Biden passes his 
two-year mark in office and pivots to a defensive stance 
against a House Republican majority hungry to 
investigate his administration’s actions and his family. 
The White House remains mired in controversy over 
discoveries of classified documents at Biden’s home in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and at his former institute in 
Washington, with the latest tranche of found records 
disclosed Saturday evening

Joe Biden to pick Jeff  Zients as his 
next chief  of  staff: Report

US military captures three 
Islamic State members 

during Syrian helicopter raid

World. The US military forces have said they have 
captured two Islamic State (IS) members in east 
Syria during a helicopter and ground raid.

The  US mi l i t a ry ' s  Cen t ra l  Command  
(CENTCOM) said the terrorists were arrested a 
day earlier and were identified as logisticians, 
facilitators, and associates of the jihadist group, 
reported Wion.The raid happened on Saturday 
and one civilian received "minor injuries" during 
the attack. He was treated at a nearby medical 
facility before being released back to his family, 
Col. Joe Buccino, a Central Command 

spokesperson, was quoted as saying by 
Reuters.CENTCOM hinted at the presence of 
"partner forces" - language which in the past has 
been used to refer to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces, the Syrian Kurdish armed group that 
helped the US and its allies defeat Islamic State.

An international coalition led by Washington is 
combating IS in Syria.IS remnants in Syria 
largely withdrew into desert hideouts in the 
country's east after the jihadists lost their last 
pockets of land in March 2019 following a 
military attack supported by the alliance.Since 
then, they have continued to carry out strikes in 
Iraq while using these concealed places to 
ambush forces headed by the Kurds and troops of 
the Syrian government.A war monitor said a 
drone strike on Friday that struck a base of the 
US-led coalition in southern Syria was carried 
out by organisations with support from Iran.

The US military forces have said 
they have captured three Islamic 
State (IS) members in east Syria.

Brazil declares emergency over 
deaths of  Yanomami children from 
malnutrition

Pakistan suffers major power 
outage after grid failure

Brasilia. Brazil's ministry of health has declared a 
medical emergency in the Yanomami territory, the 
country's largest indigenous reservation bordering 
Venezuela, following reports of children dying of 
malnutrition and other diseases caused by illegal gold 
mining.

A decree published on Friday by the incoming 
government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
said the aim of the declaration was to restore health 
services to the Yanomami people that had been 
dismantled by his far-right predecessor Jair 
Bolsonaro.In four years of Bolsonaro's presidency, 
570 Yanomami children died of curable diseases, 
mainly malnutrition but also malaria, diarrhoea and 
malformations caused by mercury used by wildcat 
gold miners, the Amazon journalism platform 
Sumauma reported, citing data obtained by a 
FOIA.Lula visited a Yanomami health centre in Boa 
Vista in Roraima state on Saturday following the 
publication of photos showing children and elderly 
men and women so thin their ribs were visible.

"More than a humanitarian crisis, what I saw in 
Roraima was genocide: a premeditated crime against 
the Yanomami, committed by a government 
insensitive to suffering," Lula said on Twitter.

The government announced food packages that will be 
flown to the reservation where some 26,000 
Yanomamis live in a region of rainforest and tropical 
savanna the size of Portugal.The reservation has been 
invaded by illegal gold miners for decades, but the 
incursions multiplied since Bolsonaro won office in 
2018 promising to allow mining on previously 
protected lands and offering to legalise wildcat 
mining.There are also signs that organised crime has 
become involved. In recent violent incidents, men on 
speed boats on the rivers have shot with automatic 
weapons at indigenous villages whose communities 
oppose the entry of gold miners.Some gold miners 
have begun to leave, fearing enforcement operations 
by the Lula government, and appear to be heading 
across the border into neighbouring Guyana and 
Suriname, said Estevao Senra, a researcher at 
Instituto Socioambiental, an NGO that defends 
indigenous rights.Lula said the new government will 
put an end to illegal gold mining as it moves to crack 
down on illegal deforestation in the Amazon, which 
surged to a 15-year high under Bolsonaro."We must 
hold the previous government accountable for 
allowing this situation to get worse to the point where 
we find adults weighing like children, and children 
reduced to skin and bones," said Sonia Guajajara, the 
first indigenous woman to be a cabinet minister, 
heading a new Ministry of Indigenous Affairs.

Islamabad. Pakistan suffered nationwide power outages 
on Monday morning due to a "major breakdown" of the 
national grid, the power ministry said, with factories, 
hospitals and schools impacted in all its major cities.

The breakdown began at 7:34 am (0234 GMT) when a 
voltage fluctuation in the grid occurred between the 
cities of Jamshoro and Dadu in southern Sindh 
province, Power Minister Khurrum Dastagir.There was 
a fluctuation in voltage and the systems were shut down 
one by one. This is not a major crisis," Dastagir told Geo 
TV news channel.Outages were reported in the southern 
port city of Karachi, the capital Islamabad, the eastern 
city of Lahore and Peshawar in the north.

Mohammad Asim, a spokesman for Peshawar's Lady 
Reading Hospital, the largest hospital in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, said back-up generators were 
used to provide uninterrupted electricity for the 
emergency ward, intensive care units, and laboratories.

The power ministry issued a statement saying that work 
was ongoing to revive the system, and the minister said 
that electricity had been restored in some parts of the 
country.Pakistan has enough power installed capacity to 
meet the demand, especially in winter, when it mostly 
has a surplus. But the country lacks resources to run its 
oil and gas powered plants and the sector is heavily in 
debt, and inadequate investment in infrastructure and 
power lines has resulted in the National Grid suffering 
frequent breakdowns.

New Delhi, Tuesday, 24 January, 2023 THE SIKH TIMES
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3 Union ministers, Gamang skip two-day Odisha 
BJP executive committee meeting

YSRC extends 
appointment of 

Gruha Saradhulu till 
month-end: Sajjala

VIJAYAWADA. YSRC general 
secretary and Government Advisor 
( P u b l i c  A f f a i r s )  S a j j a l a  
Ramakrishna Reddy said the 
process of appointment of the 
party’s ‘Gruha Saradhulu’ has been 
extended till the end of this 
month.YSRC president and Chief 
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
in December last year, directed 
party regional coordinators, 
Assembly constituency in charge 
and leaders to appoint Gruha 
Saradhulu, who will take the 
government welfare schemes and 
development initiatives to each and 
every doorstep in the State.

The party MLAs, MPs, ministers and 
other elected representatives are 
already reaching out to the people’s 
d o o r s t e p  t h r o u g h  G a d a p a  
Gadapaku Mana Prabhutvam, a 
mass outreach programme. To 
further reach out to the people, the 
YSRC leadership came up with the 
Gruha Saradhulu concept.

The YSRC has proposed to appoint 
5.20 lakh Gruha Saradhulu to cover 
all the households in 15,000 
villages of the State. For every 50 
houses, a woman and a male Gruha 
Saradhi be appointed and they will 
also be members of the party’s 
booth committees. Similarly, every 
village and ward secretariat is 
treated as a cluster and three 
members, including one woman, 
will be appointed as convener. A 
total of 45,000 conveners will be 
appointed.Reviewing the Gadapa 
Gadapaku Mana Prabhutvam on 
Sunday, Sajjala said though 
Saturday was the last day for the 
appointment of Gruha Saradhulu, 
it was extended till January 31. The 
date was extended as the process 
did not get completed in some 
constituencies. Once the process 
gets completed, Gruha Saradhulu 
should commence conducting 
Mandal level meetings from 
February 1, he added.

TUMAKURU.  In a groundbreaking shall run concurrently, the order stated.The illegally generating the UIDAI Aadhaar card 
judgement, the seventh additional district and CAO has been directed to register a private for the public. They conducted the mahzar and 
sessions court here on Saturday sentenced a complaint before jurisdictional magistrate booked Rajendra Prasad.In the meantime, 
deputy tahsildar and a village accountant to a against the complainant, Rajesh Prasad YS, Rajendra Prasad allegedly met the tahsildar 
rigorous imprisonment (RI) of four years in a under Section 340 of CrPC for the offence of personally seeking favour. Later he met the 
corruption case, besides instructing the Chief giving false evidence punishable under Section convicts and held telephonic conversations 
Administrative Officer (CAO) to book the 191 read with 193 of IPC and also against with them in which the latter demanded Rs 
complainant, who turned hostile, a KAS officer former Kunigal Tahsildar Shambhulingaiah 25,000 on behalf of the tahsildar to drop the 
and a Lokayukta investigating officer for and Lokayukta Investigating Officer Goutham case. Eventually, the deal was struck for Rs 
allegedly giving false evidence.Judge TP under Section 340 of CrPC for the offences of 20,000. Following a complaint by Rajendra 
Gowda, at the special court to try cases related ‘fabrication of false evidence and giving false Prasad, the Lokayukta police team led by 
to Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA), evidence’, punishable under Section 191 & Inspector Goutham trapped the convicts and 
convicted Village Accountant R Shivakumar 192 read with 193 of IPC. Shambhulingaiah is caught them red handed while collecting the 
and Deputy Tahsildar HT Vasantharaju in at present the additional director and deputy cash on August 14, 2014. In 2016, a 
Kunigal taluk on two counts for offence under secretary with the social welfare department, chargesheet was filed before the court and 
Section 7 of PCA and under Section 13(1)(d) Vikasa Soudha in Bengaluru and Goutham is during the trial of the case, the judge took 
read with 13(2) of PCA.A fine of Rs 40,000 the Lokayukta DySP in Ramanagara. cognisance of Rajendra Prasad turning hostile 

On August 11, 2014, the convicts had seized the each has been imposed on the convicts and in before the prosecution and the tahsildar and IO, 
Sri Siddalingeshwara Computer Training case of default of payment, they will undergo as prosecution witnesses, fabricating the 
Centre at Yediyur owned by YS Rajesh Prasad, simple imprisonment for six months. The evidence, said Lokayukta Special Public 
a priest at Siddalingeshwara temple, for sentences against both of them on two counts Prosecutor N Basavaraju.

Telangana Chief Minister K BHUBANESWAR. None of the 
Chandrasekhar Rao in Hyderabad three union ministers from Odisha 
are distancing from the BJP as attended the two-day BJP state 
they are seriously contemplating executive committee meeting that 
joining Bharat Rashtra Samithi. concluded on Sunday.While 
Bargarh MP Suresh Purari also un ion  educa t ion  min i s te r  
gave a miss to the meeting Dharmendra Pradhan was on a 
because of some of his pressing two-day tour to Tamil Nadu, 
engagements. The meeting m i n i s t e r  o f  r a i l w a y  a n d  
chaired by state BJP president c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A s h w i n i  
Samir Mohanty passed two Vaishnaw is in Davos to attend the 
resolutions. Apart from the annual  meet ing of  World 
political resolution, the executive Economic Forum 2023. Union undergoing treatment in AIIMS, members of the party’s state 
committee passed a separate minis ter  of  t r iba l  a ffa i rs  party sources said. Former chief executive committee were also 
resolution giving a vote of thanks Bishweswar Tudu could not make minister Giridhar Gamang and his conspicuous by their absence. The 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.it to the party meeting as he is son Sishir Gamag who are father and son who recently met 

BENGALURU.  Stressing that various courts constituted to publish a law dictionary. 
should have judgments in Kannada, Chief “Many legal terms are used on a day-to-day 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai said in many basis. There is a need to publish a dictionary 
cases, confusion arose due to lack of this. so that Kannada words for some legal 
“There should be a provision to translate terminology can be used. This will help 
judgments and orders in Kannada.The same judges and others. There are no equivalent 
has to be sent to all court libraries for more words in Kannada for many judgements,” 
reach,” he said during an award ceremony for Bommai said.

The CM said law knowledge should not be judges and advocates organised by the 
restricted only to advocates, but should be Kannada Development Authority in 
available for administrators too. He also said Bengaluru on Sunday.The CM said there is a 
it is not an easy task to give judgments or need for a Kannada dictionary on various 
orders in Kannada.laws and an expert committee has to be 

Need judgments in 
Kannada: Karnataka CM

Karnataka court sends two officials 
to four-year RI in bribery case

Two arrested for 
dacoity in Odisha

Kerala Governors' policy address criticises 
Centre for curtailing borrowing limits, 

incursions into state's legislative powersKerala: Five youths 
killed in road accident 
at Ambalappuzha

When people fear the state, there is 
tyranny: Karnataka High Court

scrupulously observed for the healthy THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. Kerala 
functioning of a democratic polity.Governor Arif Mohammed Khan, in his 

Stressing that legislative assemblies policy address, criticizes the Centre for 
represent the will of the people, the 'curtailing' the borrowing limit of states 
Governor said the spirit and the intention and various 'incursions' into the legislative 
of the legislature have to be protected. domain of states in the Assembly on 
"My government is committed to the Monday.Khan's policy address, which 
constitutional value that the intention of also listed out numerous achievements of 
the legislature should take effect as law," the state in various sectors, marked the 
Khan said. This portion in the policy commencement of the eighth session of 
address is seen as a criticism of the the 15th legislative assembly.Though the 
Governor himself who has withheld assent Opposition MLAs made no attempts to 
for a couple of key legislations enacted by disrupt the policy address, they lodged 

their protest on the alleged collusion 
between the LDF government and the 
Governor. Raising slogans such as 
'Governor- government bhai bhai' before 
the policy address began, most of the 
Opposition MLAs sat through the address 
holding placards in protest. Khan said the 
fiscal position of the states needs to be 
strong taking into account their 
responsibility in the social sector. "Recent 
measures to curtail the borrowing limit of 
states constrain their  scope for 
interventions in health, education and the Assembly recently. The Governor's 
infrastructure domains," the Governor policy address also stressed that the state 
said. He also added that while fiscal government has not abandoned its 
discipline has to be enforced in right ambitious Silverline semi-high-speed rail 
earnest, there cannot be different project. Khan said the government was 
yardsticks for state governments and the committed to ensuring a faster and cleaner 
Centre. "Our constitution has provided mode of transport for the people of the 
legislative space for the Union and the state."Silverline would be a fast, safe and 
states. Incursions into legislative domains convenient mode of transport. The 
of the state do not augur well for a Detailed Project Report has been 
cooperative federal set-up," Khan said.  approved by the state and has been 
The Governor reminded us that checks and submitted to the Railway Ministry for 
balances in the system have to be approval," Khan said.

JEYPORE. Two persons were on Sunday 
arrested by Jeypore Sadar police for their 
alleged involvement in a dacoity case in the 
area. Police said in October last year, the 
duo, identified as Ajay Harijan and 
Damburu Benia, along with five of their 
accomplices, was hiding near Patraput 
jungle with the intention of looting 
passersby.One Jayapal Banjara of Mimach 
district in Madhya Pradesh was passing 
through the jungle road from Govindapali 
village when the gang intercepted and 
abducted him to a nearby jungle. They later 
took away Rs 700 from his possession and 
allegedly further forced him to transfer Rs 
48,800 to them from his bank account.

The victim then filed an FIR in this 
connection based on which an investigation 
was launched. The accused were 
meanwhile remanded in judicial custody. 
IIC Iswar Tandi said efforts are underway to 
nab the others involved.

PSI scam accused to 
appear before CID 
KALABURAGI:  Criminal Investigation 

Department (CID), which is probing the PSI 
(police sub inspector) CET scam, has issued 
notice to RD Patil, who is one of the prime 
accused in the scam and was released by the 
Kalaburagi bench of high court on 
conditional bail, to appear before it in the 
CID camp office at Kalaburagi on Monday.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Praksh 
Rathod, the investigating officer of the case, 
issued the notice on Saturday evening. He 
has said that in a video clip of RD Patil which 
went viral on Saturday, Patil was heard 
saying that he has not gone anywhere.The 
notice said that CID officials had visited 
Patil’s house at 11.00 am on Saturday, and 
they were there in front of the house till 
7.00pm, but he didn’t turn up after which, 
the notice has been served. The notice stated 
that Patil is an accused under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act and was arrested by CID 
on charges of helping the candidates appear 
for the PSI common entrance test in 
Kalaburagi and a few other exam centres in 
exchange for hefty amounts. It is also 
alleged that Patil has supplied bluetooth 
devices to candidates, and has also helped 
candidates inside the exam hall also.

The CID has arrested over 40 persons, 
including middlemen, candidates and some 
police officers in connection with the scam, 
and they were in jail for over three months. 
Most of the accused have secured 
conditional bail from district and high 
courts. Scam accused says ready to contest 
election Kalaburagi: A PSI CET scam 
accused, RD Patil has expressed interest to 
contest from Afzalpur constituency in the 
upcoming Assembly elections. In a video, 
Patil is heard saying that he will contest in 
the upcoming polls from Afzalpur 
constituency if the people want him to. The 
video went viral on Saturday. “The rumours 
that I ran away pushing the CID officials 
when they came to my house were wrong. It 
is not possible to go against CID,” he is 
heard saying in the video. Patil claimed that 
he respects the law, and was made a 
scapegoat in a political conspiracy. The 
conspirators might have felt they will get 
defeated in the elections if he contested in 
the Assembly elections as he and his brother 
do social service, Patil says in the video.  “I 
am not afraid of false charges against me and 
my followers should not get scared,” Patil 
said in his statement. “CID officers were 
telling me that I am not cooperating with 
them after coming out on bail, but it is false,” 
he said. ENS

Kuldeep.The same day; December 2, Manga lu ru  wou ld  supe rv i se  t he  BENGALURU. When people begin to fear 
2022, Bhavani filed a complaint investigation against the sub-inspector.The the State or its agents, there is tyranny, the 
against Kuldeep for criminal trespass HC said that the arrest of Kuldeep was H i g h  C o u r t  o f  K a r n a t a k a  h a s  
and theft alleging he had stolen the illegal as the offences alleged against him observed."When the State or its agents 
gate.The complaint was filed at 8.15 did not warrant it.fear the people there is liberty; when the 
PM. But the police arrived at people fear the State or its agents, there is "No arrest should be made without a 
Kuldeep's house at 8 PM and dragged tyranny," Justice M Nagaprasanna has reasonable satisfaction reached after some 
him to the station without even said in his judgment on a petition filed by investigation as to the genuineness and 
allowing him to wear a shirt. His a 23-year-old advocate from Dakshina bona fide of the complaint/ information, as 
mother was also pushed aside.He was Kannada district who was manhandled by any arrest would deny a person of his 
produced before the Magistrate the the pol ice.He was also paid a  liberty, which is a very serious matter, as 
next day and was granted bail. He compensation of Rs 3 lakh which will be arrest brings humiliation, curtails freedom 
informed the Magistrate about the ill-alleged assault on the petitioner.recovered from the erring police and casts a scar forever".The HC concluded 

treatment and being beaten up by the police officers.Kuldeep, the advocate from Puthila its judgement with a quote from Martin " The inquiry should be concluded within 
and tortured. The Magistrate recorded in the village in Belthangady had approached the Luther King Junior."If an advocate could be three months, the HC has directed. The HC 
bail order to "Issue intimation to his higher HC after his complaint against Suthesh K P, treated in the manner of what he has been also ordered payment of Rs 3 lakh 
authority to take necessary action against a sub-inspector of police, was not meted out in the case at hand, a common compensation to Kuldeep which shall be 
the police officer for violation of the registered. man will not be able to bear the burnt of recovered "from the salary of the officers 
personal liberty of the accused".Kuldeep repetition of such treatment. It is, therefore, found guilty in the departmental inquiry." Even after the direction by the court, there 
spent the next two days in hospital. Kuldeep the perpetrators of such illegality and Kuldeep had obtained a restraining order was delay in registering the FIR.The HC in 
filed a complaint against sub-inspector violators of law, cannot be let off the hook." against his neighbours K Vasantha Gowda its judgment recently, ordered the Director 
Sutheseh K P, but it was not registered. He "They must be proceeded against both in a and his wife Bhavani from erecting a gate General and Inspector General of Police to 
approached the HC which sought a status departmental inquiry, to fix accountability that would have prevented him from initiate departmental inquiry against 
report. It was only on January 5, 2023 that and under criminal law to deter any such accessing his agricultural land.The police Suthesh "and his cohorts or any other 
the FIR was registered.In its judgment, the iteration as, "injustice anywhere; is a threat took no action on the court's interim order officer, after identifying those officers who 
HC said that the Superintendent of Police, to justice everywhere"  MLK Jr."and closed the complaint filed by have indulged in the act of illegal arrest and 

ALAPPUZHA. Five youths were killed 
when the car in which they were travelling 
rammed into a lorry at Kakkazham rail 
overbridge on NH 66 at Ambalappuzha in 
Alappuzha in the early hours of Monday.

Police said that the deceased have been 
identified as Prasad, Shajudas, Sachin, and 
Sumod -- all natives of Alathoor, 
Perungadavila, Thiruvananthapuram, and 
Amal, a native of Manrothuruth, Kollam.

All are employees of the canteen of ISRO.  
They were going to attend a wedding in 
Kochi. The lorry was heading to the Kollam 
side, an officer of Ambalappuzha police 
station said. Four in the car died on the spot 
while one person died at the Alappuzha 
medical college hospital. The police and fire 
and rescue service personnel took out the 
bodies after breaking open the car. Police 
suspect over-speeding as the reason for the 
accident.

The CM said there is a need for a Kannada dictionary on various laws and 
an expert committee has to be constituted to publish a law dictionary.

Kuldeep, the advocate from Puthila village in Belthangady had approached the HC after his complaint against Suthesh K P, a sub-inspector of police, was not registered.

Former chief minister Giridhar Gamang and his son Sishir Gamag who are members of the party’s state executive committee were also conspicuous by their absence.

Case will also be booked against complainant for turning hostile
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EDITORIAL 6

to outrage their modesty in 2021. What While undoubtedly condemnable, shocking and 
Maliwal went through is a common enough reprehensible, it is not surprising that Delhi 
occurrence: a drunk man stops his vehicle by Commission for Women (DCW) chief Swati 
a woman going about her work on the road Maliwal was molested when she was out on a road 
past midnight and passes lewd comments at in Delhi on Thursday around 3.30 am. The 
her and molests her; on being rebuffed, he incident is indicative of the alarming insecurity 
gets physical, endangering her life, before engulfing women in public places at night time. 
scooting off.Despite the many improvements in our social and 

economic indices, the right of a woman to be out Women who work the night shift, those 
at all hours, just like men, is largely negated by attending to emergencies or even those 
her vulnerability to gender offences in the late or looking for transport after a late-night party, 
wee hours. While the accused in the Maliwal case all are aware of the risk to their safety. There 
was promptly apprehended by the police and the is hardly anyone who would not have 
heads of the National Commission for Women encountered sexual harassment and threats. 
and Kerala Women’s Commission have also In that context, Maliwal’s remark that ‘if the 
intervened, every victim is not that lucky. Rather, DCW chief is not safe in Delhi, one can then 
most such ‘minor’ incidents go unreported as the imagine the situation’ is insensitive as it 
women are too scared, both of the perpetrator and reeks of a sense of privilege. While the 
the police. It underscores the need for enhancing perpetrators of heinous crimes such as rape 
road safety and law enforcement measures. and murder do get punished, those Unfortunately, India remains one of the most unsafe 
Equally importantly, it highlights the imperativeness committing everyday gender transgressions also need places for women. As per NCRB data, Delhi alone 
of teaching boys to respect girls. to be dealt deterrent blows.reported 2,022 cases of assault on women with intent 

Book that 
honours Lata 
Mangeshkar

Right to safe air travel

will fully focus on content creation in different formats, Ten years ago when we launched Rekhta (voice of Urdu 
including short films. We have just produced a 1.5-hour poetry), it was because of my ishq for Urdu. It started as 
movie on a famous shayar. We have plans to produce a sort of a hobby project and I could never envision that 
full-length feature films, including biopics.it would grow into something this big. But right from the 

start, the amount of popularity, readership and feedback The response to Jashn-e-Rekhta, our flagship people 
that we got was really encouraging. There was only one event, has seen a massive response all over India. The 
person with me, Dharmendra Saha, when we began. first edition saw participation by a few thousands. The 
Today, 200 persons are working full-time at Rekhta. seventh edition last December had more than a lakh in 

attendance. It had people coming from, Mumbai, Pune, It has been an interesting and rewarding journey because 
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bhopal, Lucknow, and other places this seed fructified into a tree right from the word ‘go’. 
where Urdu is spoken. There’s much demand from other We got instant gratification in the form of feedback and 
cities for similar events. We have recently started a the love and joy that it spread.nitially, we had thought of 
programme called College Connect under our Rekhta uploading the famous kalam/sher of only 50 prominent 
campus project. We are taking Urdu poetry and music to poets. Now there are over 5,000 poets on the website. I 
various colleges.A thought that constantly arises in my have lost count of how much content is there in terms of 
mind is about continuing the legacy of Rekhta. I do not ghazals, sher, nazams, e-books, etc.When we started, 
expect anybody else, at least within the family, to there was not much available online. Urdu is such a 
suddenly develop a love for Urdu and show the same beautiful language and the poetry, specially, is so 
commitment and passion.I have the benefit of being an amazing. I felt it should reach everyone who enjoys 
engineer, of having management experience in running good poetry. The initial idea was to provide a platform Every region will have its own interests but Urdu has a the rest is all practice. The advantage of learning Urdu is 
large organisations, the resources and, above all, love for where reliable and complete content is accessible to much larger geography — from Kashmir to Mysore, that you can discover content which is otherwise not 
the language. I don’t think it will be a one-person job. It people who can’t read Urdu.One thing led to another. Maharashtra to Bihar. It is a transnational language as published in Devanagari or Roman.Ghalib remains my 
will have to be a few people working together to make We soon realised that Urdu books are also gradually well. After India, Pakistan is our largest readership base, eternal favourite as it was love for his poetry that started 
things happen.Rekhta has enriched my life immensely in fading away. Nobody is publishing them. Whatever besides expats across the world as well as in Urdu- this whole journey. However, over the years, I am still 
so many ways. I have become a much calmer, peaceful, literature is available should be preserved. So we started speaking countries.Rekhta is quite popular among the discovering a lot. An author I absolutely love is Pakistani 
happier person than I was in my business life. I find it a a scanning project. We began with one machine. At youth, especially those in the age bracket of 18-30. Urdu satirist Mushtaq Ahmad Yusufi. Faiz Ahmad Faiz is a 
much better phase than my earlier life as an industrialist. present, we have 40 machines in 17 cities, scanning and is the language of love as well as sophistication. You can poet you can read again and again. I like Ashraf Shad’s 
However, the business enabled me to start Rekhta.uploading material. We have digitised over two lakh communicate difficult things also but in a soft and sweet work and Ibne Safi’s detective novels are great fun to 

books so far. The content is accessible to everybody. It is manner. That’s what attracts the youth to start with. read.I spent 35 years in business. Everything was I have also written and published four books. My last book 
being consumed not just by common people but Sometimes, I feel Urdu is most appropriate for social transactional. It was all about fayda yaa nuksaan (profit ‘Love, Longing and Loss’ is a collection of couplets that I 
academicians, scholars, professors, students and media platforms, especially Twitter, because you can say or loss). In poetry, it’s everybody’s gain. A huge benefit liked across the years. There’s a sher for every situation 
universities even in the US, such as Harvard, Stanford, the most profound things in just one sher. It is also easy to of Rekhta is that you meet amazing people — writers, and mood of life and is celebrated in this book. It is an 
Berkeley and Chicago, as well as in India and other remember just two lines, unlike Hindi poems that are performers, poets, scholars… duniya alag hai yeh (It is a effort to bring Urdu poetry to youngsters and other 
countries are using the content as reference material. usually long. It is also provides a perfect medium for different world). I spend all my time in Rekhta offices people in a distilled manner. Two more are in the pipeline 

— filmi ghazals (‘Bahar-e-Nagma’) and 100 ghazals of We have moved on to other languages and other literature self-improvement and self-upgradation. When you use it now.A new journey begins every day. Rekhta dictionary 
Ghalib (‘Andaz-e-Bayan Aur’).At Rekhta, we have besides Urdu because I feel our experience at Rekhta socially or among friends, you feel more sophisticated, is the world’s largest tri-lingual (Urdu-Hindi-English) 
always celebrated Urdu as a Hindustani language. should be leveraged across all our regional languages. come across as more intelligent and witty. Whatever dictionary. Our next big thrust is audio-visual because 
Zubaan ka koi mazhab nahi hota. This common man’s We are now working on Hindi, Rajasthani and Sufi reason attracted you to Urdu, once you taste it, you are the consumption is moving away from the written word. 
language is purely Indian. It was born here, brought up literature, though Urdu still remains the largest body of hooked.I myself learnt it late in life at 52, but it wasn’t We are setting up another studio in Delhi to produce 
here, groomed here and flourished here. work.The response to other languages is picking up. difficult. In three months, I was able to do basic reading, creative content rather than just copy-paste. This one 

DCW chief molested

The Jaipur LitFest, among the most popular literary 
events worldwide, was kicked off on January 19. 
Among the many celebrities participating this 
year and the works being featured are two that 
interest me most. One, naturally, is our Geetanjali 
Shree. Her ‘Tomb of Sand’ (translated by Daisy 
Rockwell) won the International Booker Prize 
2022, placing Indian writing up there. The other is 
a book that I have translated from Hindi into 
English. Yatindra Mishra’s biography of Lata 
Mangeshkar is titled ‘Sur Gatha’ in Hindi and ‘A 
Life in Music’ in English.

The Hindi title was awarded the National Award for 
the best book on Indian cinema for 2016, if 
memory serves me right, but since many readers 
do not read Hindi, Yatindra asked me to translate 
it into English. Flattered by the offer, and also 
because I admire his knowledge of Indian music 
(both classical and film music), I agreed. Penguin 
Random House, who commissioned the book, 
then asked me to do it in three months! This was a 
mammoth task but I did manage to submit the first 
draft in time and Yatindra and I sat down to work 
out some problems. I found to my delight that he 
had no disagreements over the basic style and 
content of my translation when I explained to him 
how the readers who will hear his voice in English 
may find it difficult to accept a word-for-word 
translation, and how certain bits may sound 
clunky and over-sweet if done so. He had already 
captured the sweetness of Lataji’s voice and 
personality in the telling of his saga; any 
additional flourishes would only damage the 
purity of his devotion and research. He was more 
than generous in seeing my point and, barring 
some requests to include a few episodes he 
considered vital to his narrative, left it to me to 
make any editorialThe next problem w

as that the 
original Hindi version of this book was published 
when Lataji was still alive and so written in the 
present tense. To change the tenses from present 
to past throughout the translation was not an 
option to be even considered, for even asingle 
oversight could derail it. Again, since both 
Yatindra and I had dealt at length with the copy I 
had given him more than three years ago, I had 
almost forgotten why I had taken certain liberties 
with editing out those bits that seemed repetitive 
in Yatindra’s two-part script. Finally, the English 
language itself gave me some questions to ponder 
over as it is bereft of those registers that make 
Hindi (and most Indian languages) musical in a 
way that is really difficult to capture in the clipped 
and clinical vocabulary of English.We both 
agreed to speak of Lataji in the present tense: for 
one, that was the mode in the original book. 
Moreover, speaking of her as someone who is 
dead and gone killed something vital in 
conveying her extraordinary hold over the 
millions of her admirers who consider her a 
Gandharva-kanya (someone who is divine and so 
indestructible). I think we all agree that as long as 
her voice is heard by her countless admirers, she 
will be among us. ‘Meri aawaz hi pehchan hai…’ 
(My voice is my identity) is a song that was 
played on a loop at her funeral, if you remember. I 
think she invested something so important in that 
line that she will continue to stay among us as a 
living legend for a very long time.

For personal reasons, I will not be able to attend the 
launch of this version of Mishra’s book but I do 
hope that some of you, especially those readers 
who are of my generation, will find it interesting. 
Lata Mangeshkar’s life is extraordinary in so 
many ways for she represents what is most 
admirable in our culture: rigorous training, 
devotion to her art (sadhana) and a humility that is 
truly the hallmark of great artistes. Few singers 
sang for as long as she did, and in so many 
languages. Not just that, her respect for her gift 
and her simplicity in her personal life are rare to 
find in someone who was worshipped by young 
and old alike, sophisticated socialites and humble 
villagers. I recall Khushwant Singh saying that 
since her songs were played at all the paan shops 
and on transistors by vendors along his route to 
office in Bombay, it was like a baton passed from 
one end to another.

 and 
language decisions I felt were needed.

Two horrifying cases of inebriated passengers urinating on 
the cabin seats, on two different international flights, call 
for strong preventive measures such as a strict policy on 
serving of alcohol and also changes in the Civil Aviation 
Requirements (CAR) pertaining to ‘unruly passengers’ to 
ensure stringent action against such perpetrators. It is also 
important to bring transparency, accountability and 
uniformity in the way airlines deal with such incidents.

While in the first incident, a drunk passenger, identified as 
Shankar Mishra, allegedly peed on a 70-year-old woman 
co-passenger on an Air India New York-New Delhi flight 
(Business Class) on November 26 last year, in the second 
incident, a woman passenger had a lucky escape as she 
had gone to the toilet when the intoxicated co-traveller 
urinated on her seat, on an Air India flight from Paris to 
New Delhi on December 6. Thanks to media pressure, 
Mishra was arrested on January 7 under various sections 
of the Indian Penal Code and on January 19, Air India 
imposed a four-month flying ban on him.However, if 
passengers have to have a peaceful sleep on long-haul 
flights without worrying about a drunk passenger peeing 
on them or acting in a manner that puts the lives of 
everyone else at risk (they can open the emergency door 
midair in their drunken state), then such behaviour should 
call for much more stringent punishment from the airline 
(than provided in the CAR), such as a long-term ban 
imposed by not just one but all airlines and a stiff financial 
penalty.As per the CAR on ‘Handling of Unruly 
Passengers’ issued in 2017 under Rule 22, 23 and 29 of the 
Aircraft Rules, a perpetrator in a case such as this can be 
prohibited from flying on the airline only up to a 
maximum of three months or six months, depending on 
how the independent internal committee constituted by 
the airline to look into the matter classifies the offence. 

an emergency landing at Winnipeg to get rid of two I now come to the source of intoxicated behaviour — 
Even here, it is only optional for other air carriers to place 

disruptive passengers.In May 2022, a British low-cost serving of alcohol on board international flights and also 
a similar ban. And there is no financial penalty on the 

leisure airline slapped two brothers with a fine of £50,000 serving/sale of liquor at most airports/lounges. In fact, all 
offender. Thus, what the CAR prescribes is hardly a 

and banned them for life, after their deplorable behaviour airlines have to cut down on serving alcohol to a 
deterrent punishment for someone who gets drunk and 

led to a flight being diverted. In March, the same airline maximum of two small pegs — whatever the class of 
behaves in a deplorable manner and may do so again.

banned a female passenger from flying with the airline for travel — and keep a careful watch on passengers for any 
Similarly, even though the CAR says that the internal life and imposed a fine of £5,000.In order to tackle this signs of drunkenness and also ensure that they do not 

committee constituted to look into complaints of unruly issue, the International Civil Aviation Organisation bring their own drink and consume it. Similarly, there 
behaviour shall give its verdict within 30 days, it does not officially adopted a protocol in 2014 to amend the Tokyo should be restrictions on the serving/sale of liquor at 
specify a time-limit for constituting the committee. Nor Convention dealing with disruptive behaviour. The executive/departure lounges and careful screening of 
does it call for a permanent, independent internal protocol extends the jurisdiction over such offences to the passengers at boarding to see if anyone is tipsy.
committee to be instituted by every airline to look into destination country of the flight, in addition to the country Interestingly, a writ petition filed in the Delhi High Court in 
such cases. Even the definition of ‘unruly passenger’ and of registration (of the aircraft). It also gives airlines the 2017 (India Awake for Transparency vs Union of India) 
the categories of offences need to be expanded to bring right to recover the costs incurred on account of unruly sought a ban on serving and sale of liquor at all domestic 
clarity in the interpretation and classification of offences. behaviour. This came into effect in 2020.According to the departure terminals. The court, however, dismissed the 
In its absence, there is considerable subjectivity and bias International Air Transport Association (IATA), which plea, saying the relief sought is purely within the policy 
in the way airlines deal with the offences.The CAR needs collects reports relating to unruly behaviour, in 2021, domain of the respondents (Union of India).
a major overhaul to provide deterrent punishment to there was one such incident for every 885 flights. In the Unruly behaviour by inebriated passengers not only puts 
inebriated, unruly passengers and also bring transparency first half of 2022, it went up — one for every 833 flights.the safety of others and the aircraft at risk, but also leads to 
and accountability in the way airlines comply with the 

As consumers, we all have a right to safe air travel and we delays and unscheduled landings, causing considerable 
rules. Air India’s failure to report the incident of 

need to demand stringent measures to keep out drunk harassment to other passengers. In September 2022, an 
November 26 to the DGCA and the police is an example 

passengers.Air Canada flight from Saskatoon to Toronto had to make 
of blatant violation of rules.

Initiate probe into harassment charges against Brij Bhushan

Editorial

Unruly behaviour by inebriated passengers not only puts the safety of others and the aircraft at risk, but also leads to delays and unscheduled landings. Changes are required in rules to ensure stringent action against such perpetrators

Influx of Punjabis and other North Indians to this small state is very noticeable

10 years of Rekhta
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New Delhi. A cylinder blast was reported in a resto-
bar in Goa’s Mapusa, nine kilometers from Panaji, 
early on Sunday, police officials said, as per initial 
probe.The blast took place in the eatery in a 
residential complex in Dangui Colony in Mapusa. 
While the blast caused damage to the property, 
police said that no causality was reported in the 
incident.According to the police official, "Initial 
reports suggest it was caused by a cylinder. There 
were no injuries as there was no one on the 
premises at the time of the incident. Teams of 
forensic experts and bomb detection and disposal 
squads have sanitised the place. CCTV footage is 
being checked."Deputy Superintendent of Police 
Jivba Dalvi, on Monday, said that a probe is on in 
the case and more details will be given when the 
probe is completed.

'Hurt-break': UP Police's road safety video 
after couple's romance on two-wheeler

Cylinder blast in resto-bar in 
Goa’s Mapusa, no fatalities

New Delhi. While a slight spike in the minimum The weather office has forecast light to moderate People in parts of Madhya Pradesh, including the 
rainfall in isolated places of Bharatpur, Kota, capital Bhopal, woke up to a foggy Sunday temperatures has brought respite from the cold 
Jaipur, Udaipur, and Ajmer divisions in the next morning, while Rewa and Satna districts in the wave conditions in Delhi and Rajasthan, the 

weather office has predicted rainfall in several two to three days. eastern part of the state recorded drizzles, an 
parts of northern India this week due to the official from the IMD said.Due to a western S H A L L O W  F O G ,  M I N I M U M  
western cyclonic disturbances. disturbance over northern parts of India, an TEMPERATURE AT 9 DEGREES 

induced cyclonic circulation formed over Snowfall in hill states, such as Himachal Pradesh, CELSIUS IN DELHI
south-west Rajasthan which was causing Jammu, and Kashmir and Uttarakhand, The national capital on Sunday recorded a 
south-easterly and at times southerly winds, continues to woo tourists despite the difficulty maximum temperature of 24 degrees Celsius, 
IMD's Bhopal office senior meteorologist HS in communication. the India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
Pandey told PTI.According to the IMD’s latest RAJASTHAN NIGHT TEMPERATURES said. The minimum temperature was recorded 
weather bulletin, on January 23 (Monday), GO UP at 8.2 degrees Celsius, one notch above normal, 
thunderstorms accompanied by lightning are it said.According to IMD, light to moderate Most places in Rajasthan witnessed a slight greets tourists in Jammu and Kashmir's "mini likely at isolated places in Punjab, Haryana, and rainfall is expected in the city this week.increase in minimum temperatures, a Met Switzerland".The recent spells of snowfall in Chandigarh.On Tuesday, Wednesday and Office spokesperson said. Sirohi was the The humidity oscillated between 97 and 51 per the Union Territory have brought the resort -- at Thursday, thunderstorms along with lightning coldest place in the state, recording a night cent, IMD said. The weather office has forecast an altitude of 8,000 feet, 50 km north of the and hail are likely at isolated places over temperature of 2.8 degrees Celsius, followed by shallow fog for Monday with the minimum and summer capital Srinagar -- to life with the place Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Karauli at 5.2 degrees.The night temperature in maximum temperatures likely to settle around 9 brimming with visitors. Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, and Chandigarh Churu was recorded at 5.5 degrees Celsius, degrees and 24 degrees Celsius, respectively. The famous ski-resort here is a top draw for with lightning at isolated places over west Uttar Jaisalmer at 6.7 degrees, Dholpur and Dabok at TOURISTS THRONG SNOW-CAPPED tourists from across the country and abroad, Pradesh, the Met Office said, adding heavy 7 degrees each, Alwar at 7.3 degrees, GULMARG AFTER SNOWFALL IN with over 6,000 visiting on a daily basis. rainfall was likely at isolated places over Chittorgarh at 7.5 degrees and Sangaria and JAMMU AND KASHMIR FOGGY CONDITIONS, DRIZZLE IN Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Sriganganagar at 7.8 degrees each A white carpet of otherwise green meadows PARTS OF MP Uttarakhand.

Parts of north India brace for rains as 
cold wave eases in Delhi, Rajasthan

New Delhi. 

full public view, a commuter shot 
the video of them and posted it 
online, tagging the Lucknow 
Police. It evoked a strong 
response with social media users 
asking for strict action against the 
couple’s recklessness.Police 
arrested the 23-year-old Vikky 
and booked him under sections 
294 (obscene acts and songs) and 
279 (rash driving or riding on a ‘crush’ your dreams! Why end ‘good 

public way) of the IPC. The girl was let t i m e s ’  o n  a  d e a d l y  n o t e ?  
off as she is a minor.# D r i v e S a f e R i d e S a f e  

#RoadSafetyMonth,” the UP Police Additional Superintendent of Police 
said in a tweet with the video. Rahul Srivastava, the in-charge of the 

“If this is the relationship goal you wish social media centre of UP Police, told 
for? we’re sure it’ll end in a ‘Hurt- PTI, “The tweet garnered over 11,923 
break’. #FallForSafety, especially impressions, over 300 likes and 
when you are with your loved ones! retweets and was appreciated by many 
Road Safety Month 5th Jan to 4th Feb’ for its innovative take while the 
is being played.” the animation was incident is still fresh in the minds of 

Days after a young couple’s captioned with the message. most social media users.” He added 
display of passion on a two-wheeler on that this was not the first time that the C O U P L E  R O M A N C I N G  O N  
the streets of Lucknow went viral on UP Police had delivered a road safety SCOOTY
social media, Uttar Pradesh has come message with a creative aside.The cops came up with this exercise up with an initiative to educate people 

Police have appealed to citizens not to after they came across a video on on road safety. A 16-second long video 
indulge in such acts, risking their lives social media of a man driving a scooter on road safety to caution citizens, 
and that of others on the road. UP while a woman sat astride him facing especially youngsters, against the 
Police is running a ‘road safety month’ the opposite direction. In the viral dangers of rash driving was posted on 
from January 5 to February 4 to video, the woman sat cross-legged UP Police's Twitter handle.“Embrace 
educate the public on road safety with her arms around the man.As the Safe Riding’. Flouting safety norms 

with your beloved will definitely norms.duo dangerously made their way in 

China wants to reduce India's influence 
in Indian Ocean region, say papers 

submitted at DGPs' meet
New Delhi. Chinese activities and influence in 

India's extended neighbourhood have grown 
increasingly with the sole purpose of keeping New 
Delhi constrained and occupied in facing the 
resultant challenges, according to papers 
submitted at a key security meet here.The papers 
presented by Indian Police Service officers at the 
just concluded conference of DGPs and IGPs 
submit that by providing huge amounts of money 
in the name of loans for developmental works in 
Southeast and South Asia, China wants to reduce 
India's influence in the Indian Ocean region and 
force resolution of bilateral issues on Beijing's 
terms.The three-day annual conference was 
attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, National Security 
Adviser Ajit Doval and about 350 top police 
officers of the country.

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), China-
Pakis tan  Economic  Corr idor  (CPEC) ,  
infrastructure related investments in India's 
neighbouring countries through easy loans, hot 
borders and Line of Actual Control (LAC) are 
some of the tools Beijing has been using 
effectively, the papers say.

The last two-and-a-half-decades have seen Chinese 
economic and military growth at a massive scale 
and Chinese activities and influence in India's 
ex t ended  ne ighbourhood  have  g rown  
proportionately, they find."All this is being done 
with the aim to keep India constrained and 
occupied in facing the resultant challenges, force 
resolution of bilateral issues on its own terms, 
modulate India's growth story, leaving it (China) 
free to achieve its aim of becoming not only Asia's 
pre-eminent power, but a global superpower," 
according to the papers.The papers on the subject 
"Chinese influence in the neighbourhood and 
implications for India" were written by some top 
IPS officers of the country.China has become far 
more attentive to its South Asian periphery, 
moving beyond commercial and development 
engagements to more far-reaching political and 
security ones, according to one of the papers.China 
is investing huge amounts of money in the 
neighbouring countries of India mainly Pakistan, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka in the 
name of infrastructure development and other 
financial assistance, it said.Without exception, 
India's neighbouring countries have described 
China as a crucial development partner, either as a 
funder or in providing technological and logistical 
support. Additionally, it is the biggest trading 
partner in goods for Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, and 
the second-largest for Nepal and the Maldives, it 
said."However, the economic element is 
increasingly intertwined with political, 
government, and people-to-people aspects of these 
relationships," it said.The COVID-19 pandemic 
has created opportunities for China to work 
directly with these countries in new ways such as 
the provision of medical equipment, biomedical 
expertise, and capital for coronavirus-related 
needs, it said.

New Delhi.  Delhi LG Vinai Kumar Saxena on Monday 
inaugurated 13 multipurpose vehicles equipped with 
anti-fog sprinklers and anti-clogging facilities to clean 
the city's streets.The Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
has procured 28 such vehicles from the Ministry of 
Environment, 13 of them were flagged off Monday and 
the rest will arrive by February 15. Each vehicle costs 
Rs 48 lakh.An official said that the vehicles have a 
5,000-litre water tanker each fitted with a sprinkler 
system, jetting arrangements, and an anti-smog gun.

Speaking at the flagging-off ceremony, Saxena said: "By 
these vehicles, I am sure we will be able to fight the 
pollution war more effectively.""The best part of this 
vehicle is that it has jets for water sprinklers. It also has 
anti-clogging facility and it can also clean the spits of 
paan on the footpath. I am very hopeful that this will be 
a milestone in our war towards pollution," he 
added.The air quality in Delhi dipped to the 'poor' 
category on Sunday morning with the overall air 
quality index (AQI) of the city at 245. The visibility 
was low in several areas as the smog engulfed the city.

While the overall AQI of the city was at 245, the AQI in 
the Anand Vihar area, as per the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), was at 424.

Delhi gets 13 multipurpose 
vehicles to fight smog, 
pollution

Uttar Pradesh has come 
up with an animated 16-
second-long video on road 
safety to caution the 
citizens. The cue for the 
exercise was taken after a 
video of  a couple 
romancing on a two-
wheeler in Lucknow went 
viral on social media.

As a slight increase in 

the minimum 

temperatures eased the 

cold wave conditions in 

Delhi and Rajasthan, the 

weather office has 

predicted rainfall in 

several parts of  northern 

India this week.

,,

,,

After MCD ruckus, elected councillors 
to take oath first on Tuesday

New Delhi. Elected councillors will take the oath 
first, followed by the nominated members at 
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi meeting on 
Tuesday. During the January 6 meeting, there 
was a ruckus over who would take oath 
first.The civic body will meet again to elect the 
mayor and deputy mayor on Tuesday, January 
24, as the exercise was deferred in the first 
meeting after AAP and BJP councillors came to from the elected councillors, the BJP's seven 
blows in the House.The first meeting of the Lok Sabha MPs from Delhi and AAP's three 
newly elected MCD was adjourned amid Rajya Sabha members and 14 MLAs nominated 
protests over the administering of oath to the 10 by the Delhi Speaker will participate in the 
aldermen - the unelected members of the House mayor election.Nominated members do not cast 
- all BJP members.The agenda of the MCD votes.The post of mayor is considered 
meeting states that first elected councillors will prestigious and a Delhi mayor wielded a lot of 
take the oath and then the nominated members, power until the erstwhile unified MCD, set up in 
followed by the oath-taking ceremony of the 1958, was trifurcated into North Delhi, South 
mayor and deputy mayor.Six members to the Delhi and East Delhi municipal corporations in 
standing committee will also be elected during 2012 with a mayor each for three civic bodies. 
the meeting.The Aam Aadmi Party, which won The civic bodies were reunified in May 
the MCD polls with 134 seats, suspected an 2022.The post of mayor sees five single-year 
attempt to get the nominated members to vote - terms on a rotation basis, with the first year 
in violation of rules - and help the BJP during being reserved for women, the second for the 
the first meeting, which eventually led to open category, the third for the reserved 
protests that stalled the major election.The category, and the remaining two also being in 
MCD House has 250 elected councillors. Apart the open category.

INS Vagir, 5th submarine of  
Kalvari class, commissioned 
into Indian Navy

New Delhi. INS Vagir, the fifth submarine of the Kalvari 
Class submarines, was commissioned into the Indian 
Navy on Monday in Mumbai.The INS would give a 
boost to the force's ISR capabilities and special 
operations.Built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 
Limited in Mumbai with technology transfer from 
France, the INS Vagir was commissioned in a ceremony 
attended by Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R Hari 
Kumar.The Navy, in a statement, said, "The submarine 
will boost the Indian Navy's capability to further India's 
maritime interests in deterring the enemy, and 
conduct ing Intel l igence,  Survei l lance and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) to provide decisive blow in the 
times of crisis."'Vagir' means sand shark, which 
represents stealth and fearlessness, two qualities 
synonymous with the ethos of a submariner, it said.INS 
Vagir is equipped with some of the best sensors in the 
world. The Navy added that Vagir’s weapons package 
includes sufficient wire-guided torpedoes and sub-
surface to surface missiles to neutralise a large enemy 
fleet.The submarine is also capable of launching marine 
commandos for special operations, while its powerful 
diesel engines can quickly charge batteries for a stealth 
mission, the Navy added.For self defence, it has a state-
of-the-art torpedo decoy system, the Navy release 
added.The commissioning of INS Vagir comes amid the 
increasing presence of the Chinese Navy in the Indian 
Ocean.

ZThe agenda of  the MCD meeting 
states that first elected councillors 
will take oath and then the nominated 
members.
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Gold, silver price: Precious 
metals record hike on MCX | 
Check latest rates

Google pauses green card 
applications from employees 
amid layoffs

NEW DE:HI. India’s economic among the lowest in the world, he looking at which other place over the 
transformation is kicking into high said.US-China rivalry is providing a next decade is going to be a great place 
gear.Global manufacturers are looking tailwind. India and Vietnam will be the to put capital,” Nilekani said. “I 
beyond China, with Prime Minister big beneficiaries as companies move haven’t seen this kind of interest in 
Narendra Modi stepping up to seize the toward a “China-plus-one” strategy, India for 15 years.”Of course, Modi’s 
moment. The government is spending supply-chain analysts say. Apple Inc.’s manufacturing aspirations are not new. 
nearly 20% of its budget this fiscal year three key Taiwanese suppliers have His “Make in India” campaign kicked 
on capital investments, the most in at won  incen t ives  f rom Modi ’s  off in 2014, seeking to emulate China 
least a decade.Modi is closer than any government to boost smartphone and the tigers of East Asia — from 
predecessor to being able to claim that production and exports. Shipments Singapore to South Korea and Taiwan 
the nation — which may have just more than doubled to top $2.5 billion of — that climbed into the ranks of rich 
passed China as the world’s most iPhones from April through December. economies by filling factories with 
populous — is finally meeting its workers making products the world As powerhouses from China to Germany 
economic potential. To get there, he’ll wanted to buy.Boosting manufacturing contend with slowing growth, the 
have to wrestle with the drawbacks of to 25% of GDP, a key metric for the stakes are rising to find another nation 
its exceptional scale: the remnants of program, has proven elusive. The ratio equipped to propel the global economy. 
the red tape and corruption that has rose to 17.4% in 2020 compared with Morgan Stanley predicts that India will 
slowed India’s rise, and the stark 15.3% in 2000, according to data from drive a fifth of world expansion this 
inequality that defines the democracy McKinsey. Vietnam’s factory sector decade, positioning the nation as one of 
of 1.4 billion people.“India is on the more than doubled its share of GDP only three that can generate more than 
cusp of huge change,” said Nandan during the same period.But as this $400 billion in annual output growth.
Nilekani, a founder of Infosys Ltd, one year’s president of the Group of 20 The thesis is reflected in global equity 
of the nation’s largest technology nations, India has momentum. An markets, with India’s Sensex index 
services companies. India has quickly external strategy built on multiple trading last quarter at the highest in a 
created capacity to support tens of alliances and unapologetic self-interest decade versus the S&P 500. Relative to 
thousands of startups, a few billion has seen the nation boost purchases of other emerging markets, Indian stocks 
smartphones and data rates that rank Russian oil by 33 times.have never been higher.“People are 

Apple first company to export phones 
worth $1 bn in a month from India

India's 1.4 billion population could become 
world economy's new growth engine

New Delhi. 

help them become globally competitive. 
The government believes that higher local 
manufacturing across sectors could help 
in attracting investment in areas of core 
competency and cutting-edge technology, 
enhancing exports and making India an 
integral part of the global supply chain.

The PLI scheme for large-scale electronics 
manufacturing has attracted investments 
of Rs 4,784 crore as of September 2022, 
and led to a total production of Rs 

The manufacturing sector is 2,03,952 crore, including exports of Rs 
likely to get a big push in the upcoming 80,769 crore.It may be noted that the PLI 
Union Budget 2023, given its role in long- scheme has seen significant participation 
term growth and employment generation. from the private sector.A statement issued 
The government is likely to extend the by the commerce and industry ministry on 
scope of its successful Production-Linked December 16, 2022 said 650 applications 
Incentive (PLI) scheme and include more have been approved under 13 schemes so 
sectors that generate high employment. far and more than 100 MSMEs are among food products, high-efficiency solar PV scheme benefits to different sectors such Production of toys, bicycles, leather and the PLI beneficiaries in sectors such as modules, advanced chemistry cell and as toys and leather is at advanced stages of footwear are some industries that could be bulk drugs, medical devices, telecom, speciality steel.The scheme is aimed at finalisation, and there is a likelihood that included under the ambit of the PLI white goods and food processing.making domestic manufacturing globally it may figure in the budget.One of the scheme in the upcoming budget on The scheme was specifically designed to competitive and creating global quoted sources said there are some February 1, reported news agency boost domestic manufacturing in strategic champions in manufacturing, and it is savings from the outlay announced in the PTI.The scheme was rolled out with an sectors, reduce import bills, improve the yielding solid results, as per sources previous year, adding that it could be outlay of Rs 1.97 lakh crore for as many as cost competitiveness of domestically quoted in the report by the news agency. considered for other sectors.With the PLI 14 sectors, including automobiles and manufactured goods, and enhance scheme, the government aims to give a They added that a proposal to extend PLI auto components, white goods, textiles, domestic capacity and exports.boost to homegrown manufacturers and 

Budget 2023: PLI scheme to include more 
sectors as part of  govt’s manufacturing push

New Delhi. iPhone maker Apple has 
become the first company to export 
smartphones worth $1 billion (Rs 
8,100 crore) in a month from India, a 
report by The Economic Times (ET) 
said. December saw India's highest 
mobile phone exports, valuing over 
Rs 10,000 crore.Apple and Samsung 
have been the leading mobile schemes. Lowering input tariffs, 
exporters, with Samsung at the top. starting with the upcoming Union 
But in November, Apple overtook Budget, is critical to keeping India's 
Samsung to become the highest smartphone exports competitive and 
exporter from India. It currently growing. We are also urging the 
manufactures iPhones 12, 13, 14 and government to formulate similar 
14+ in India.The production of these schemes for components, hearables (PLI) scheme.
phones is undertaken by three contract and wearables", Pankaj Mohindroo, Government officials told ET that the manufacturers Foxconn, Wistron and chairman of India Cellular and total exports would have been higher if Pegatron. Some other small exporters Electronics Association (ICEA), told Samsung's production unit had been also export iPhones, the report added. ET.According to data from the working at full capacity. It was closed 

The manufacturing facilities of Foxconn commerce ministry, exports of for about 15 days in December for 
and Pegatron are both located in Tamil electronics goods in April-December regular maintenance.The achievement 
Nadu. Wistron's facility is in 2022 reached $16.67 billion, 51.56 per is being seen as the success of the PLI 
Karnataka. These are the participants in cent higher than $10.99 billion during scheme."Mobile exports are the beacon 
Centre's production-linked incentive the previous year.of the government's visionary PLI 

Malaysia's egg shortage sets Indian 
hatcheries on path to record exports

countries.To secure egg supplies as up by nearly a quarter on year ago 
prices rose to record highs, Malaysian prices and adding to domestic 
Minister of Agriculture and Food concerns over  food price 
Security Mohamad Sabu earlier this inflation.Exports are rising amid 
month visited Namakkal, in the robust local consumption during 
southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, the winter months, said Prasanna 
where several leading hatcheries are Pedgaonkar, general manager of 
based. poultry-focused Venky's.At the 

same time, Pedgaonkar said, "For the first time, Malaysia is buying 
domestic supplies have fallen by large quantities of eggs from India, and 
around a tenth as small-scale it seems that India's egg exports to 
Indian farmers,  l ike their  Malaysia will remain strong during the 
counterparts in Malaysia, have first half of 2023," Sasti Kumar, joint 
curtai led product ion af ter  managing director at Namakkal-based MUMBAI/KUALA LUMPUR. (Reuters) 
incurring losses in the past two Ponni Farms, one of India's leading egg -India is set to export a record 50 million 
years due to the high price of feed exporters, told Reuters.India shipped 5 eggs this month, boosted by sales to 
and the impact of the pandemic. million eggs to Malaysia in December, Malaysia, where there have been acute 

Having suffered a shortfall of 157 million India's domestic prices could and will ship 10 million in January and up shortages as soaring feed prices caused by 
eggs in November, the market gap was eventually make exporting eggs less to 15 million in February, according the Ukraine war forced many small-scale 
down to just one million in December, the profitable, in which case foreign buyers Kumar.The  ou tbreak  of  h igh ly  farmers to cut output, industry officials 
Malaysian minister said in a statement will have to look elsewhere, said C pathogenic avian influenza, commonly said.Middle Eastern countries, including 
earlier this week.Malaysia's egg Panneerselvam, an exporter also based in called bird flu, has curtailed supplies of Oman and Qatar, are the main buyers of 
production would recover in a few Namakkal who sold one million eggs to eggs and chicken in many countries eggs from India, but over the past few 
months as the government has increased a Malaysia last month.around the globe, pressuring already high months, Indian hatcheries have received 
subsidy, said Tan Chee Hee, president of food prices and triggering trade But for the time being, demand is not large orders from surprising quarters as 
the Federation of Livestock Farmers' abating.Countries sch as Singapore and restrictions from countries that import output fell in some of the world's top 
Association of Malaysia. Sri Lanka could be next in line to buy poultry.The imports from India have suppliers. The biggest such unexpected 

from India in coming months, said Kumar Meantime, prices in India have shot up to a helped Malaysia bring prices down from order came from Malaysia, which used to 
of Ponni Farms.record 565 rupees ($6.96) per 100 eggs, the record highs seen in late December. export eggs to Singapore and other Asian 

EaseMyTrip to establish 
offline retail stores 

through franchise model
New Delhi  EaseMyTrip on Monday announced 

that it would start establishing offline retail 
stores under a franchise model in India. Through 
EaseMyTrip Franchise, the online travel tech 
firm will "allow the customers to have an in-store 
retail experience", it said in a regulatory 
filing.With EaseMyTrip Franchise, the company 
is tapping a new set of offline customers that will 
enable it to expand its reach. Within its 
commercial ambit, the target audience it aspires 
to reach out to are the walk-in customers.

To establish a franchise, a person must have a 
"strong network" of high-net individuals (HNIs), 
a cluster of customers, a network of societies and 
associations, and "an ability to generate a 
substantial amount of walk-in business".

"The pre-requirements would include: knowledge 
about travel vertical, sales, customer services, 
good network of customer base and local 
contacts," the company said.Rikant Pittie, co-
founder at EaseMyTrip, said, "EaseMyTrip 

Franchise model is born with a simple idea of 
catering to the different set of customers who 
likes to be assisted face-to-face and are not 
internet savvy. With EaseMyTrip Franchise, our 
focus is to provide a meet-and-greet experience 
which is a one-of-a-kind in the travel industry."

Products and services that will be offered under the 
EaseMyTrip Franchise will include flight 
booking, group fares, hotels, holidays, IRCTC 
(rail booking), cabs, buses, cruises, charters, and 
visas."This will help the brand with trust and 
brand building through offline personnel support 
and demonstrations of products and services to 
customers, while also helping them with 
booking and confirmation without facing any 
hassles," Pittie added.The company will provide 
support in onboarding, liasoning, managing and 
marketing.

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices opened 
higher on Monday, tracking positive global cues and 
better-than-expected December quarter results of 
heavyweights like Reliance.The S&P BSE Sensex, 
which opened nearly 400 points higher, was lingering 
around the 61,000-mark, while the NSE Nifty50 
jumped over 100 points at 18,128. However, broader 
markets encountered some weakness in early 
trade.Sectorally, all the major indices were trading in 
green except Nifty Metal, Nifty Consumer Durables 
and Nifty Realty. This trend could be worrying as it 
indicates a decline in demand and consumer sentiment 
in the wake of a possible growth slowdown in FY24.

However, a key reason for the sustained weakness on 
Dalal Street is heightened selling activity by foreign 
institutional investors, who turned net sellers and sold 
equities worth more than Rs 2,000 crore.

Sensex rises nearly 400 
points, Nifty above 18,100; 
bank stocks gain

New Delhi. After an entrepreneur complained in a 
LinkedIn post that a Zomato delivery agent advised 
him to cheat the company by paying some money 
directly to him and enjoy the food, the company's 
Founder and CEO Deepinder Goyal said he is "aware" 
of this fraud and is "working to plug the loopholes"

Vinay Sati posted that a Zomato delivery agent 
suggested that from next time, pay him Rs 200 or Rs 
300 and enjoy food worth Rs 1,000."Aap bas mujhe 
200rs, 300rs de dena or 1000rs ke khane ke maje lena," 
Sati quoted the agent as saying in the post.The agent 
allegedly told him that "I will show it to Zomato that 
you have not taken the food but will also give you the 
food you ordered"."I got goosebumps hearing what 
scam is happening with Zomato," posted Sati.He 
ordered some Burger King burgers from Zomato and 
made the online payment."And as soon as the delivery 
boy came after 30-40 minutes, he told me that sir, don't 
pay online next time," said the entrepreneur."He said 
that next time when you will order food worth 700-
800rs through COD (cash on delivery) you only have 
to pay Rs 200 for that."Sati said: "Deepinder Goyal ji, 
now don't say that you don't even know that this is 
happening?"

New Delhi. Amid the layoffs come another bad news for 
employees, especially from India in the US, as Google 
has paused its Program Electronic Review 
Management (PERM), a key step in acquiring an 
employer-sponsored green card.Google has sent an 
email to foreign employees, notifying them that the 
tech giant will pause any new filings of PERM, 
leaving foreign workers in a limbo."Recognising how 
this news may impact some of you and your families, I 
wanted to update you as quickly as possible on the 
difficult decision we've had to make to pause new 
PERM applications. This does not impact other visa 
applications or programmes," an email from a 
company executive read.A Google employee posted 
the email on Team Blind, an anonymous social 
networking site for certified IT workers.A PERM 
application is a critical first step in the green card 
(permanent residence) process.The process requires 
employers to demonstrate that there are no qualified 
US workers available for the particular role, which 
has been an increasingly difficult position for us to 
support given the labor market today.

According to the Google emil, with a number of tech 
companies announcing reductions in their workforce 
(hiring pauses / layoffs), "there has been an increase in 
people looking for jobs"."As a result, we, along with 
other tech companies, have seen a notable increase in 
the number of PERM cases audited by the Department 
of Labor (DOL) for tech roles -- which we believe is a 
result of more talent," the email further read.Google, 
however, said it would continue to support PERM 
applications already submitted.Current PERM rules 
have been in place since 2005. PERM is an application 
to obtain certification from the Department of Labor 
(DOL) for a specific job position in a specific location 
at a specific time.

New Delhi. Gold and silver are trading on the higher side 
of the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX). The 
precious metals recorded a jump on the MCX on 
Monday.

On Monday, gold futures, maturing on February 3, 2023, 
recorded a hike of Rs 87 and 0.15 per cent on the MCX. 
The rates are retailing at Rs 56,751 per 10 

grams.Meanwhile, silver futures maturing on March 3, 
2023, recorded a jump of Rs 535 or 0.78 per cent, and 
were trading at Rs 68,989 per kg.

While gold was trading at Rs 56,658 per 10 grams on the 
MCX when the market closed on Friday, silver was at 
Rs 68,547 per kg.Notably, the gold and silver prices in 
India depend on several factors, including the value of 
the rupee against the dollar. Global demand also plays a 
key role in determining the trends observed in the rate 
of precious metals.

Apple overtook Samsung 
to become the highest 
exporter from India

India shipped 5 million eggs to 

Malaysia in December and will 

ship 10 million in January and up 

to 15 million in February, 

according Kumar

The ambitious production-linked 
incentive scheme has proved to be a 
major driver of  manufacturing growth 
and the government may expand the 
scope of  the scheme in the Union 
Budget 2023.

Zomato CEO says aware of  
fraud at delivery agents' end, 
fixing it

Amid the layoffs come another bad news for employees, 

especially from India in the US, as Google has paused its 

Program Electronic Review Management (PERM) program
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she lost to Donna Vekic in a  Magda Linette pulled off a 
thrilling three-setter at the major  upset  af ter  she 
Margaret Court Arena. She k n o c k e d  Wo r l d  N o . 4  
lost the match 2-6, 1-6, 3-6 in Caroline Garcia out of the 
two  hours  and  seven  Australian Open 2023. On 
minutes.Fruhvirtova earned Monday, January 23, Linette 
a break of serve early in the defeated Garcia 7-6 (7-3), 6-
deciding set, but soon got 4 in the Round of 16 match at 
broken. Later, Vekic broke the Rod Laver Arena. It also 
her opponent’s serve yet happened to be Linette’s 
another time and closed the maiden appearance in a 
set and the match out Grand Slam quarters where 
comfortably.she will face No.30 seed 

Karolina Pliskova.The odds 30-year-old Karoline Pliskova 
were highly stacked against also advanced to the quarters away with the opening set. At 4-4 in the 
Linette, who was up against one of the after beating China’s Zhang Shuai in second set, both players gave each 
most in-form players of late in the straight sets. She won the match 6-0 6-other a run for money. However, 
WTA Arena. The first set turned out to 4at the Kia Arena.Earlier in the day, Linette delivered the killer blow by 
be a cliffhanger as it went into a tie- World No.5 Aryna Sabalenka knocked breaking Garcia’s serve and that ended 
breaker. Garcia took the early 2-0 lead No.12 seed Belinda Bencic out of the up being the turning point of the 
and looked good to close the set out, tournament. Sabalenka went through m a t c h . 1 7 - y e a r - o l d  L i n d a  
but Linette had other ideas.Linette won to the next round after beating Bencic Fruhvirtova’s dream run in the 
six out of the next seven points and ran 7-5, 6-2.Australian Open came to an end after 

NEWS BOX

Shimron Hetmyer takes down Wanindu Hasaranga with 3 
colossal sixes in 23-run over in ILT20 2023

Australian Open 2023: Magda Linette knocks World No.4 Caroline 
Garcia out, heartbreak for 17-year-old Linda Fruhvirtova

corner conversion. I am trying but it is not 
coming off. It’s been a while since taking 
captaincy,” said Harmanpreet.The India 
captain also talked about his miss in the 
shootout and said his mindset was to 
score and seal the match.“My mindset 
was to score the goal going into the 
sudden-death shootout. We could have 
sealed the match there. We tried hard but 
unfortunately failedto convert,” said 
Harmanpreet.India coach Graham Reid 
had pointed out earlier that the poor PC 
conversion and defending were the main 
reasons why the team crashed out of the 
World  Cup.“Obviously  our  PC 
conversion (was off) but we also had a lot New Delhi India captain Harmanpreet 
of circle penetrations that we couldn’t Singh opened up about his Penalty 
convert. We scored three goals today and Conversion woes and said that he is 
3-4 goals would normally be enough. We trying to score but it is not coming off 
probably needed to be more in front and after the team exited the Hockey World 
tighter in defence.”“We still created Cup 2023.The hosts went up against New to push the match into a penalty shootout. p r o g r e s s e d  i n t o  t h e  
enough tonight to win. The problem was Zealand on Sunday in the crossover India looked to be in control yet again quarterfinals.Speaking after the match, as 
that every time we won the ball, we just match and appeared to be in control of the after PR Sreejesh's heroics before he was quoted by The Print, Harmanpreet talked 
gave it back to him and that was the telling match as they were leading 3-1 thanks to taken off due to an injury.Misses from about his penalty conversion woes 
factor. They got their 2nd and 3rd goals goals from Lalit Upadhyay, Varun Kumar Harmanpreet, Sukhjeet and Shamsher throughout the tournament and said he is 
when we gave the ball back just after we and Sukhjeet Singh.However, the proved to be costly in sudden death as trying to score but it is not coming off.“Of 
won it. Blacksticks bounced back to make it 3-3 New Zealand won the shootout 5-4 and course, everyone is talking about penalty 

Hockey World Cup: Trying but it is not coming off, says 
India captain Harmanpreet Singh about PC conversion

 New Delhi  

and Hetmyer churned out 
the slog-sweep to send the 
ball way back into the 
s t a n d s . H a s a r a n g a  
shortened his length and 
Hetmyer was equal to the 
task. The left-handed batter 
rocked back and pulled the 
ball for another six in the 
over.Hetmyer didn’t stop 
there and hit Hasaranga for 
a third six in the over. 
Hetmyer got back on to the 
back-foot and pulled the Sri 
Lankan leg-spinner over 

wickets. Hetmyer won the Player of the ropes.At the end of the first six 
the Match award after he scored 70 overs, the Giants were struggling at 43 
runs off 35 balls with the help of five for the loss of three overs. But 
fours and as many sixes.In the first Hetmyer’s onslaught gave their 
over after the powerplay, the innings the much-needed momentum 
opposition skipper introduced his as the Giants scored 23 runs off the 
trump card, Hasaranga, into the attack. Shimron Hetmyer was over.Hetmyer got out to Sheldon 

But the move backfired as Hetmyer severe on leg-spinner Wanindu Cottrell in the 14th over of the run-
laid into him. Chris Lynn started the Hasaranga in the match between chase, but by then, the Giants were 
over with a four through the off-side, Desert Vipers and Gulf Giants in the already in a position of command.
after which he took a single.International League T20 2023 at the With the victory, the Giants also stayed 

On the third ball, Lynn gave the strike to D u b a i  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C r i c k e t  on top of the points table with eight 
Hetmyer, who decided to take the Stadium.After being asked to chase points and a net run rate of +2.130. 
aerial route in the last three balls of the down 196, the Giants got home with Hasaranga finished with figures of 4-0-
over. Hasaranga bowled a wrong-urn three balls to spare and won by five 47-1.

Mohammad Rizwan on playing role of anchor in 
T20s: It’s difficult and sometimes embarrassing

opponent and do these kinds of 
things (anchoring the innings) and 
sometimes it is embarrassing 
because in T20 everyone knows we 
love sixes and they want me to 
score 60-70 runs from 35-45 balls, 
but for me to win the match,” he 
stated.Rizwan, who is among the 
leading run-scorers in T20Is, said 
that he idolises former South 
African batter AB de Villiers, who 
was known for playing unorthodox 
shots all around the ground.You can 
look at the scoreboard and see what 
the team demands from you. 
Basically, for me, my cricket idol is 
AB De Villiers and I look at him 
very closely and his performances 
in Test cricket and T20 as well and 
that's why I also try to play 
according to the demands of the 
team,” Rizwan added.Rizwan is New Delhi. Pakistan batter Mohammad 
currently busy playing for the was only in late 2019 that his career in the embarrassing. What my experience says Rizwan said that playing the role of an 

Comilla Victorians, led by Imrul Kayes, shortest format started blossoming. and what I know is that whenever anchor is not easy by any stretch of the 
in the 2023 edition of the Bangladesh Rizwan and Babar Azam put some match- someone hires me, they demand me to imagination. The right-hander also said 
Premier League (BPL).In four matches, winning partnerships for their teams over play the anchor role like the way I do in that at times he finds it ‘embarrassing’ to 
Rizwan has scored 125 runs at an average the last three years or so."It is very Pakistan,” Rizwan was quoted as saying play that role, since Pakistan batters are 
of 62.50 and a strike-rate of 112.61 with a difficult role (anchor role in the shortest to the reporters.known for playing power-shots.Rizwan 
top score of an unbeaten 55.format) and sometimes it looks very made his T20I debut back in 2015, but it "I always assess the conditions, assess the 

 New Delhi. India coach Graham Reid has admitted that 
the team's poor Penalty Corner conversion rate and 
lacklustre defending came back to haunt them as they 
were dumped out of the Hockey World Cup 2023 after 
their shootout loss to New Zealand.The hosts had a 3-1 
lead in the contest, but the Blacksticks bounced back to 
level things up and push the game into a shootout. PR 
Sreejesh brought India into the game, but an untimely 
injury to him dented the hopes of the team. Costly 
misses from Harmanpreet Singh and Shamsher would 
then help New Zealand setup a clash with Belgium in 
the quarterfinals as they won the shootout 5-4.Speaking 
after the match, as quoted by Sportstar, Reid admitted 
that the PC conversion was off and said they should 
have been tighter in defence. The India coach also 
slammed the team for giving control to the Blacksticks 
in the contest.“Obviously our PC conversion (was off) 
but we also had a lot of circle penetrations that we 
couldn’t convert. We scored three goals today and 3-4 
goals would normally be enough. We probably needed 
to be more in front and tighter in defence.”“We still 
created enough tonight to win. The problem was that 
every time we won the ball, we just gave it back to him 
and that was the telling factor. They got their 2nd and 
3rd goals when we gave the ball back just after we won 
it. At this level you can’t do that."Reid also said that the 
team made unusual mistakes and they would need to 
review the whole thing.We made mistakes which we 
don’t normally do, we need to analyse and talk about 
them and come up with solutions before our next game. 
I am sure pressure and expectations all come into the 
mix. Tonight we let ourselves down in the last quarter 
and threw the ball away. We probably have to go back to 
the drawing board...it’s still execution at the end of 
day,” said Reid.As quoted by the Mint, Reid also said 
that the team might need a metal conditioning coach 
going forward as he feels it is an important part of the 
team going forward."We need to do something different 
perhaps. Following this, we will work on how we can 
get a mental coach involved. I think that is an important 
part of the future of the team."

Doesn't get much better than 
that: Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta hails incredible win 
against Manchester United

Danish Kaneria tells Pakistan 
to learn from India about ODI 

World Cup preparations: 
Favoritism won’t help you

 New Delhi  Former spinner Danish Kaneria has 
told Pakistan to learn from India when it comes 
to preparing for the ODI World Cup, as he feels 
favoritism will not help them build a team for 
the ICC event.India have started the World Cup 
year on the right note as they have secured back-
to-back series wins over Sri Lanka and New 
Zealand. They're aiming to whitewash the Kiwis 
when they face each other on Tuesday.Pakistan, 
on the other hand, had the worst possible start as 
they lost the ODI series 1-2 to New Zealand.

peaking on his YouTube channel, as quoted by 
News 18, Kaneria urged Pakistan to learn from 
India when it comes to preparing the team for 
the World Cup. He gave the example of Ishan 
Kishan and said that the 24-year-old is being 
groomed as the backup for KL Rahul after 

Rishabh Pant's unfortunate accident.
The former spinner went on to slam Pakistan for 

not giving enough exposure to Mohammad 
Haris and just having Mohammed Rizwan as the 
option.Man dragged on car's bonnet for over a 
kilometre following argument

“India know that Rishabh Pant may not be 
available for the World Cup and so they’re 
grooming Ishan Kishan as a backup for KL 
Rahul as wicketkeeper. But what are we doing? 
We are having just Rizwan and not giving any 
exposure to Mohammad Haris. Favoritism 
won’t help you build a team for the World Cup,"

Kaneria also slammed the PCB and the curators 
for creating dead pitches in Pakistan

“When you give lively wickets, irrespective of the 
result, the opposition also enjoys pace and 
bounce and then you see crowds filling up the 
stadium. But in Pakistan we didn’t see the 
National Stadium filled even one day. This is the 
fault of the curators as well as PCB who 
prepared dead wickets. Pakistan bowlers had 
nothing to play with. People want to come to 
stadiums but then there’s no entertainment at 
all,"

ZMohammad Rizwan is currently 
playing for Comilla Victorians in 
the BPL

ZIn 4 matches, Rizwan has 
scored 125 runs with a top 
score of 55 not out

ZRizwan has been one of the top 
performers for Pakistan in 
T20Is

ZILT20 2023: Shimron 
Hetmyer was at his 
very best after hr hit 
Desert Vipers’ leg-
spinner Wanindu 
Hasaranga for three 
sixes in a row in 
Match 12 of the 
tournament.

All goals we conceded against 
Arsenal are mistakes: Manchester 
United boss Erik ten Hag

Australian Open 2023: Aryna 
Sabalenka beats Belinda 
Bencic 7-5, 6-2 to enter 
maiden quarterfinal in 
Melbourne

New Delhi. Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag 
was critical of his team's performance in the 3-2 loss 
to Arsenal on Sunday, saying that the goals conceded 
on the day could have been avoided.The Premier 
League giants served up a thriller at the Emirates 
Stadium with Marcus Rashford giving United the 
lead. Eddie Nketiah scored the equalizer shortly after 
with the hosts applying a lot of pressure.Bukayo Saka 
would then give the Gunners the lead but Lisandro 
Martinez levelled things up for the Red Devils to set 
up a photo finish for the match. Ultimately, Nketiah 
scored the winner as Arsenal extended their lead at 
the top of the Premier League to five points.Speaking 
after the match, as quoted by Reuters, Ten Hag said 
the match was a great one for the audience but 
admitted that he was disappointed to lose in the dying 
moments.The United boss criticized his team and 
said that the goals conceded by them on the day were 
mistakes which could have been avoided."It was a 
great game with a lot of tempo and the audience is the 
big winner," Ten Hag, whose side are in fourth place 
behind Newcastle United on goal difference, told the 
BBC.Two top teams but of course we are 
disappointed when you lose this game at a late stage. 
All the goals we conceded today are mistakes -- it 
can't happen."The Dutch tactician continued his 
criticism and said he wants to win and number 
one."Even last week, we were so hard to beat in such 
situations. Today we were not. All three goals, we 
could have avoided," Dutchman Ten Hag said. "They 
are very good on the ball but we are a good defending 
team."There were not a lot of open chances. We made 
mistakes which we cannot make. This game was 
decided by small details but also the decision making. 
That is hard to accept.I want to win. It is not good 
enough. We want to be the number one but not if we 
make mistakes. That is clear and what I told them."

New Delhi  Aryna Sabalenka reached her first Australian 
Open quarterfinal after defeating Belinda Bencic 7-5, 
6-2 in a hotly anticipated battle at the Rod Laver Arena 
on Monday.Sabalenka had a tricky start to the contest 
but showcased her class in the second set to reach the 
final 8 stages of the Grand Slam after defeating Bencic 
in 87 minutes.Both women had come into the contest 
on the back of seven-match winning streaks, but it was 
the 24-year-old Belarusian player who kept her 
momentum going.The tone of the first set was set by 
some big groundstrokes as a superb forehand handed 
Bencic an early break and got herself a 2-1 lead. She 
would make it 4-2 quickly and looked to be in control 
of things before Sabalenka came back into the contest.

The No.5 seed would get the break back and made it 4-4. 
She kept her momentum going in the first set and took 
over the lead with the score at 6-5.A forehand return 
winner gave the Belarusian star a double set point. 
Bencic double faulted and handed the first set to 
Sabalenka with a score of 7-5.The 24-year-old would 
then flex her muscles in the second set of the match as 
she exhibited her power game and got a break to take a 
3-1 lead. Sabalenka kept increasing the intensity, 
which forced Bencic to retreat despite being a big hitter 
of the ball herself.The Swiss star once again faltered on 
break point as she served her seventh double fault of the 
match. Sabalenka would then make the lead 4-1 as she 
powered down a fourth ace of the game.

Another forehand winner got her another break in the 
contest and she soon sealed the deal in the second set 
with a score of 7-5, 6-2.Sabalenka will now face the 
winner of the Donna Vekic or Linda Fruhvirtova 
contest in the quarterfinal.

India captain Harmanpreet Singh 
opened up on his Penalty Corner 
conversion woes at the World Cup 
after the hosts crashed out of the 
competition on Sunday. A 5-4 
Penalty Shootout loss to New 
Zealand in the crossover match 
ended India's title aspirations.
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