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Digvijaya's remarks on surgical strikes ridiculous, 
armed forces do not need to give proof: Rahul Gandhi

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Jhajjar Kotli/Jammu, January 24: Snubbing
Digvijaya Singh for questioning surgical
strikes, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday termed his comments "ridicu-
lous" and said the armed forces are doing
their job "exceptionally well" and do not
need to give any proof. Gandhi, who faced
a volley of questions from the media on
Singh's remarks on surgical strikes and the
Pulwama terror attack, said he and the
party completely disagreed with his state-
ment. "There are people who will say
ridiculous things during conversation. I am
sorry to say so about a senior leader, he
said a ridiculous thing," Gandhi told a
press conference here. "We have full trust
in our army. If army performs any task,
there is no need to give any proof. I com-
pletely disagree with his statement and this
is the official position of the Congress
party that it is personal point of view of
Digvijaya Singh," he added. Singh on
Monday had questioned the surgical strikes and
accused the government of peddling lies.

Addressing a public meeting during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Jammu and Kashmir, Singh alleged
that the government did not agree to the CRPF

request of flying its personnel from Srinagar to
Delhi and 40 soldiers sacrificed their lives in
Pulwama in 2019 to a terror attack. "They talk of

surgical strikes. They claim to have killed so many
people but no proof is given. They are ruling by
peddling a bundle of lies," the former Madhya

Pradesh chief minister, who has often court-
ed controversy with his comments, said.
Asked about action being taken by the
Congress against Singh, Gandhi said the
Congress is a democratic party and "not a
dictatorship". "We don't run our party on
the principle of coercion. We don't appreci-
ate Singh's personal views. But views of the
party are above Digvijaya Singh's views.
The views are generated from the conversa-
tion within the party. I would like to assure
you that his views...are not views that are
held by the centre of the party," he said. "We
are absolutely clear that armed forces do a
job. They do the job exceptionally well. They
don't need to be providing proof for any-
thing," he said. Gandhi said it is in the cul-
ture of the Congress to allow conversations.
"Some times when those conversations hap-
pen and people who have extreme views tell

their views. However, in BJP and RSS there is no
practice of conversation. Once they decide any-
thing and no body can talk after that," he added.  

Supreme Court removes condition of
magistrate’s approval in living will process

Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, January 24: In a bid to make
the guidelines on “living will” more work-
able and less cumbersome, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday removed the condition
that mandated a magistrate’s approval for
withdrawal or withholding of life support to
a terminally ill person. The Supreme
Court’s 2018 order on passive euthanasia
wherein it recognised the right to die with
dignity as a fundamental right and an aspect
of Article 21 (right to life) notwithstanding,
people wanting to get a “living will” regis-
tered were facing problems due to cumber-
some guidelines, prompting a reconsidera-
tion by the apex court. A five-judge
Constitution bench headed by Justice K M
Joseph said the document will now be
signed by the executor of the living will in
the presence of two attesting witnesses,
preferably independent, and attested before
a notary or Gazetted Officer. “The witness-
es and the notary shall record their satisfac-
tion that the document has been executed

voluntarily and without any coercion or
inducement or compulsion and with full

understanding of all the relevant informa-
tion and consequences,” the bench, also
comprising Justices Ajay Rastogi,

Aniruddha Bose, Hrishikesh Roy and
Justice C T Ravikumar, said. As per the top

court’s 2018 judgement, a living needed to
be signed by the person making the will in
the presence of two witnesses and a Judicial

Magistrate of First Class (JMFC). The top
court also agreed to the suggestion that the
executor shall inform and hand over a copy
of the advance directive to the family physi-
cian, if any. It also okayed the suggestion
that in the event of the executor becoming
terminally ill and undergoing prolonged
medical treatment with no hope of recovery,
the treating physician, when made aware
about the Advance Directive, shall ascertain
the genuineness and authenticity of the doc-
ument. The top court had earlier chastised
the Union government for not enacting a
law on passive euthanasia as laid down in its
2018 judgement, saying it was abdicating its
legislative responsibility and passing the
buck on the judiciary. Observing that this is
a matter where the chosen representatives
of the country should debate, it had said the
court lacks the requisite expertise and is
dependent on the information provided by
the parties. More than four years after its
landmark order on passive euthanasia, the
top court had agreed to modify its 2018
guidelines on “living will”. 

Centre takes exception to RAW, IB reports being
made public by Supreme Court Collegium

Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, January 24: The
Centre on Tuesday took strong
exception to the Supreme Court
Collegium making public “sensi-
tive” reports of Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW) and
Intelligence Bureau on candi-
dates recommended for appoint-
ment as judges of high courts,
saying it’s a “matter of concern”.
“Putting secret or sensitive
reports of the R&AW or IB in the
public domain is a matter of con-
cern on which I will react to at an
appropriate time,” Rijiju said at
the felicitation of award winners
of e-courts project here. While
reiterating the names of six can-
didates for appointment in Delhi,
Madras, Bombay and Calcutta high
courts, the Supreme Court Collegium
led by Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud had in its resolutions
dated on January 17 and January 18

rejected the Government’s objections
to the elevations. The Collegium had
specifically mentioned the objections
raised in R&AW and IB reports;

explained why the objections were
unsustainable; and then rejected each
one of them. With regard to the pro-
posed elevation of senior advocate
Saurabh Kirpal, an openly gay person,
as a judge of the Delhi High Court, it
had discussed in detail RAW reports

about his Swiss partner. The two com-
munications of R&AW did not reflect
any apprehension with regard to the
individual conduct or behaviour of

Kirpal’s partner having a bear-
ing on national security, it had
said. “If the officer concerned,
who is working for the nation
in disguise or in a secretive
manner, will think twice that
his/her report is going to be
in the public domain. It will
have an implication,” the Law
Minister said, adding appoint-
ment of judges was an admin-
istrative matter and not a judi-
cial matter. Rijiju also spoke
on the pendency of cases in
courts. “Today, the total num-

ber of pending cases is 4.90 crore.
Delay of justice means denying jus-
tice. The only way to reduce this pen-
dency of cases is the coming together
of the government and the judiciary.
Technology plays an important role in
this,” Rijiju said.

Punjab govt mulling to sell surplus coal to
private power producers

Sanjay Kumar

Mumbai, January 24: The Punjab
government is mulling to sell surplus
coal generated from its captive mine in
Jharkhand to private power produc-
ers, chief minister Bhagwant Mann
said here on Tuesday. Mann said such
a move will help reduce the cost of
electricity for people in Punjab, and
added that his government is in touch
with the Union coal ministry on the
issue. "Coal is coming from Pachwara
mine in Jharkhand and it is coming in
such quantity that we can give it to pri-
vate players having thermal plants in
Punjab. We are in talks with the Union
coal ministry to allow the same to give
coal at a cheaper rate so that their tar-
iff will also come down," Mann told
reporters. Mann, who is in the finan-
cial capital for a two-day roadshow ahead
of a investors' meet in February, claimed
that the power tariffs for industries in

Punjab are already the cheapest com-
pared to other states at Rs 5 per unit. He
listed the surplus and cheap power as a
key factor which should attract industries

in Punjab. The chief minister said that
industry players, especially in the manu-
facturing sector, who are looking to set
up a base in north India should look at

Punjab as a base. Mann blamed the previ-
ous governments of his state for "frus-
trating" potential investors, due to which
they went to places like Baddi in

Himachal Pradesh, which is just 20
kilometres from Chandigarh. The gov-
ernment is thinking of having 'colour
coding' on stamps, under which they
will play all the taxes, duties and
mandatory fees upfront, resulting in
quicker set up of industry, Mann said,
adding that the government is commit-
ted to ease all the procedures for set-
ting up industries. He said Tata Steel is
setting up its second biggest facility
after Jamshedpur in Ludhiana, and
construction of the same started on
Tuesday itself. During his visit, the
chief minister met representatives of
various corporate houses including

Tata, Mahindra & Mahindra, Godrej and
Hindustan Unilever, as well as players in
the tractor, cycling and agriculture sec-
tors. 

No cutting of hills in
Himachal without permission
of Town and Country Planning

director: High Court
Shimla, January 24: Taking a tough stand on the issue

of indiscriminate and haphazard constructions in the hilly
area, the Himachal Pradesh High Court has directed that
there would be no cutting of hills in the entire state, unless
permission is obtained from the Director, Town & Country
Planning (TCP). The court further directed before granti-
ng permission TCP Director will call for a report and “No
Objection Certificate” from the Pollution Control Board.
The court passed this order on the last working day of the
court before vacations on a PIL filed by Kusum Bali high-
lighting the indiscriminate and haphazard constructions in
the hilly area. The court directed the State to frame a poli-
cy document in respect of conservation and preservation
of hills and cutting of hills in the State, in consultation with
Department of Environment, Science and Technology and
Pollution Control Board. The court further directed the
Director, TCP to take steps to prepare and publish the draft
Regional Plans for all the Districts in the State after carry-
ing out necessary survey of the regions and preparing an
existing land use map. It further directed that the Regional
Plans would also indicate/provide for “No Development
Zones” for conservation and preservation of areas in their
natural state, particularly the hills. The court further clari-
fied in its order that in respect of those areas which are
already notified as planning areas or special areas, but
there is no Interim would prepare and publish appropriate
Interim Development Planthese areas or part thereof after
following due process including consultation with the local
authorities, if any. It further said this exercise will be car-
ried out in the first instance for at least three districts hav-
ing high potential of development/growth and would be
completed within six months. 
DGCA slaps Rs 10 lakh fine on Air India 

over Paris-New Delhi flight incidents
New Delhi, January 24: Aviation regulator DGCA on

Tuesday imposed a fine of Rs 10 lakh on Air India for not
reporting two incidents of unruly passenger behaviour
onboard a Paris-New Delhi flight in December last year.
This is the second time in less than a week that the watch-
dog has taken enforcement action against the airline in con-
nection with unruly passenger behaviour. In a statement on
Tuesday, DGCA said the incidents of passenger misbehav-
iour occurred on the AI-142 flight from Paris to New Delhi
on December 6, 2022. One drunk passenger was caught
smoking in the lavatory and not adhering to the crew
instructions, and another passenger allegedly relieved him-
self on a vacant seat and blanket of a fellow female passen-
ger when she went to the lavatory, it said. “Enforcement
action in the form of a financial penalty of Rs 10,00,000 has
been imposed on Air India for not reporting the incident to
DGCA and delaying in referring the matter to its Internal
Committee, which is a violation of applicable DGCA Civil
Aviation Requirements," the statement said.  

New Delhi, January 24: The rul-
ing BJP government on Tuesday
received support from unexpected
quarters on its stand against the
BBC documentary on Gujarat riots.
Congress leader Anil Antony, the
son of former defence minister AK
Antony, said the BBC series under-

mined national sovereignty.
Despite large differences with BJP,
I think those in ???? placing views of
BBC, a ???? state sponsored chan-
nel with a long history of ???? preju-
dices,and of Jack Straw, the brain
behind the Iraq war, over ???? insti-

tutions is setting a dangerous
precedence,will undermine our
sovereignty. I think those in India
placing views of BBC, a British
state sponsored channel with a long
history of anti-India prejudices, and
of Jack Straw, the brain behind the
Iraq war, over Indian institutions is

setting a dangerous prece-
dence, will undermine our sov-
ereignty,” Anil Antony tweeted
today. The Centre had last
week directed blocking of mul-
tiple YouTube videos and
Twitter posts sharing links to
the documentary. The two-part
BBC documentary, which
claims it investigated certain
aspects relating to the 2002
Gujarat riots, has been trashed
by the Ministry of External
Affairs as a "propaganda

piece" that lacked objectivity and
reflected a "colonial mindset". The
central government's move has
received sharp criticism from oppo-
sition parties like the Congress and
the TMC for imposing "censor-
ship". 

Medical practitioner along with
wife, kids found dead in Rohtak

house; police begin probe
Rohtak, January 24: A registered medicalpractition-

er(RMP), and his three family members including his
wife, daughter and son were found dead under mysteri-
ous circumstances at their house in Barsi Nagar locali-
ty here on Tuesday. The deceased have been identified
as Vinod (35), his wife Soni (33), daughter Yuvika (8)
and son Ansh (5).Soni was working as a receptionist at
a private school. The bodies of Soni, Yuvika and Ansh
bearing injury marks over neck inflicted by some sharp
edge weapon were found lying in the pool of blood in
one room while Vinod’s body was recovered from
another room. A suicide note, sleeping pills, syringe,
injections, a bottle of liquor and a blood-stained knife
have been recovered from the spot. In the suicide note,
Vinod stated that he had been suffering from depres-
sion since a long time and was hence taking this
extreme step. “The suicide note will be sent to forensic
science lab (FSL) for matching it with Vinod’s handwrit-
ing,” said Ravinder Kumar, DSP. Sources said the crime
came to the fore in the evening when Vinod’s brother
spotted the bodies in the house and informed the police.
DSP Ravinder along with police officials rushed to the
spot. Later, forensic experts also visited the scene of
crime. The bodies were then sent to the PGIMS for
postmortem. “Prime facie, it seems to be a case of sui-
cide. However, the investigation is still underway to find
out exact cause behind the incident,” said the DSP.

Gurugram school murder
case: Charges framed

against accused; trial to
start on February 20

Gurugram, January 24: In Gurugram
school murder case, the court of additional
district and sessions judge Tarun Singal on
Tuesday framed the charges of murder
against accused Bholu under Section 302 of
the IPC. The court asked Bholu that weath-
er he wants a trial or considers himself
guilty. He agreed to face the trial. The trial in
the case will start from February 20 and the
court has asked the CBI to produce the wit-
nesses. Sushil Tekriwal, lawyer of deceased
Prince, said charges were framed against
Bholu under Section 302 of the IPC. Earlier,
the juvenile justice board and the sessions
court had directed to run the case against
Bholu considering him adult. “We have been
fighting for justice for the last five years.
After five years, the trial of the case will
start. I have full faith in judiciary. It has been
a long time but I hope my son gets justice,”
Prince’s father said. It may be noted that
after the boy’s murder on September 8,
2017, in school, a bus driver was made prime
suspect and was sent to jail. 

AK Antony's son questions support for
BBC documentary on Gujarat riots,
says it sets a dangerous precedent

‘BharOS’, indigenous mobile
operating system developed by
IIT Madras, tested successfully

New Delhi, January 24: Union ministers Dharmendra
Pradhan and Ashwini Vaishnaw successfully tested
"BharOS", an indigenous operating system developed by
IIT Madras, on Tuesday. "Poor people of the country will
be the main beneficiary of a strong, indigenous, depend-
able and self-reliant digital infrastructure. 'BharOS' is a
successful step towards data privacy," Pradhan said.
Tested Indian ‘Operating System’ - BharOS developed at
@iitmadras with @dpradhanbjp Ji; A leap forward in PM
@narendramodi Ji’s #AatmanirbharBharat journey.
pic.twitter.com/eOt3un5okm by JandK Operations
Private Limited (JandKops), which has been incubated at
the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras. The sys-
tem can be installed on commercial off-the-shelf hand-
sets. BharOS services are currently being provided to
organisations that have stringent privacy and security
requirements and whose users handle sensitive informa-
tion that requires confidential communications on
restricted apps on mobiles. Such users require access to
private cloud services through private 5G networks.
BharOS comes with no default apps. This means that
users are not forced to use apps that they may not be
familiar with or that they may not trust. Additionally, this
approach allows users to have more control over the per-
missions that apps have on their device, as they can
choose to only allow apps that they trust to access cer-
tain features or data on their device.



possession of the accused.”During Noida. Seven people, including a 
interrogation, the accused told the cops woman, were arrested in Greater 
that the marijuana consignment was Noida on Sunday for smuggling 
brought from Odisha and was being more than 500 kg of marijuana 
taken to two godowns in Bahlolpur and which, police said, was meant for 
Bisrakh villages, respectively, of the agents who would sell it to college 
district.and university students in Delhi-

NCR. Cops claimed the marijuana “Fayaz and his mother ran the gang from 
consignment, worth over Rs 1.5 Noida. They had placed the order for 
crore, was brought to the city from the drugs through online platforms. 
Odisha.The arrested accused have Rishiram and Azad were involved in 
been identified as Mohd Azad, a distribution, while Sajan, Rajkumar 

were inside the truck and they had resident of Delhi, Fayyaz and her and Yogesh were involved in 
come to meet the four others,” DCP mother, both residents of Noida’s transportation,” the DCP said.
(Greater Noida) Saad Miya Khan Sector 20, Rishiram, a resident of “Further, through a local distribution 
said.“Upon checking, our men found Bahlolpur, Sajan and Rajkumar Shah network, the gang would supply the 
502 kg of marijuana hidden inside,” he from Bihar, and Yogesh Yadav, a drugs to college and university students 
added.The drugs, worth over Rs 1.5 resident of Aligarh.“Acting on a tip- living in paying guest accomodations 
crore, were hidden behind metal sheets off, a team from Beta -2 police station and hostels in Delhi-NCR,” Khan 
inside the truck, the DCP said. “Apart intercepted a truck parked on a vacant added. The accused were booked under 
from the vehicle, our men seized plot in the Sigma-1 area on Sunday the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
another small truck and a bike from the night. Sajan, Rajkumar and Yogesh Substances Act.

NEWS BOX

State’s 1st tree census to be complete 
in 15 days, mapping to start by April

7 held with 500kg marijuana, 
cops say was for sale in NCR

Singh Nagar, MP Rajya Sabha. It will be NOIDA. The three-day UP Diwas 
followed by a folk dance performance by celebrations will start from Tuesday at 
local artists from GB Nagar, officials Shilp Haat in Sector 33A.
said.Cultural performances will also Following the theme of ‘employment and 
include Mayur dance and flower holi by investment’, the celebrations will witness 
Govind Tiwari and his group from exhibition stalls by various departments, 
Mathura.The second day of the including Noida Authority, Greater Noida 
celebration will witness Kailash Kher’s Industrial Development Authority 
musical performance from 7pm. Before (GNIDA) ,  Yamuna  Expressway  
that, other local artists from Meerut, Industrial Development (YEIDA) and the 
Noida, Firozabad will perform folk song, G a u t a m  B u d h  N a g a r  d i s t r i c t  
kathak dance followed by kavi administration.Officials said that over 25 
sammelan.The officials said that panel stalls of various UP districts will 
discussions on topics like traditional showcase their locally-made products 
grain will also be organised between under one district one product (ODOP) 
farmers and agriculturists. The Noida initiative.While Azamgarh will showcase 
Authority has been made the nodal black pottery, other stalls will have 
agency for organising the event.Noida leather products from Agra, ceramic 
Authority CEO Ritu Maheshwari crockery from Bulandshahr, ready-made 
conducted an online meeting with garments from Noida, home furnishings investment avenues in the region and Kailash Kher,” said Prabhash Kumar, officials from all the three industrial from Baghpat, and carpets from Bhadohi. employment opportunities through 40 ACEO, Noida Authority. authorities, district administration and “Other than ODOP, the investors of Noida stalls. The exhibition will also be The event will be inaugurated by Dr other departments to review the authority, GNIDA and YEIDA will also followed by cultural dance performance Mahesh Sharma, member of parliament preparations for the three-day event.showcase their products to promote and musical performance by singer from GB Nagar along with Surendra 

As this broken road kicks up dust, 
GNIDA says repairs next month

Gurgaon. Groundwork for the first tree among the important renewable girth and species. They have physically 
census in the state will be completed in resources that contribute to climate visited areas across the state and 
15 days and the comprehensive report change mitigation, as every patch of marked each tree. We will also put the 
mapping the greenery-stressed state’s forest around the world absorbs data on the GIS platform. The data will 
tree wealth is expected by April. A first carbon.The census will help create a help restore lost green cover and 
in the state, the census will record data inventory of each species, their calculate the carbon sink capacity,” 
different species of trees and their population and the hazards they face said Vinod Kumar, additional principal 
health status and is being carried out for and find ways to ensure their chief conservator of forests, Haryana.
‘trees outside of forest’ (TOF) areas. protection, officials said. The data will also throw light on 
Compared to 2019, there was a decline A senior forest official said they have traditional and local knowledge of flora 
of 140 sq km in tree cover in the state in collected 95% of the field data and the and fauna. The other focus would be on 
the last Forest Survey of India (FSI) rest will be complete in the next 15 conserving grassland ecosystems in 
report in 2021.According to forest days. “We have already initiated work southern parts of Haryana and 
department officials, TOF refers to tree on compiling and sorting the data. As it recording the many endangered and 
resources found outside forests defined is huge, we will need two months to rare specie of plants that grow in the 
in government records. The extent of release a report. This will give us a Aravalis.Environmentalists have 
TOF in Haryana is 2,645 sq km as per clear picture of forests outside the appreciated the move, pointing out that 
the FSI report, of which the tree cover reserved forest category,” the official i t  wil l  help save t rees  from 
is 1,425 sq km. Tree cover, different said.Over 250 people, including encroachment and felling. They have 
from forests, refers to tree patches that surveyors, taxonomists and technical demanded the formulation of a Tree 
are less than 1 hectare in size and are staff, have been working for nearly six Act.“Haryana needs a Tree Act to 
outside the areas marked as forests. months to complete the project at an protect the trees outside of forest 

Compared to 2019, there is a decline of approximate cost of Rs 1 crore. conservation areas,” said Vivek 
140 sq km in tree cover in the state. K a m b o j ,  a  c i t y - b a s e d  “Teams have manually recorded trunk 
According to the FSI report, TOF is environmentalist.

In Haryana, learning levels among 
students worst in Nuh, says report

Kaithal (68% of the surveyed students in directions. We also are hiring more Gurgaon. Nuh ranked among the worst hit 
classes 3 to 5 could not read Class 2 Hindi teachers and promoting tie-ups with districts of the state, as gains made in 
text)  and Fatehabad (67%).  In  NGOs to encourage a culture of improving learning levels of students 
mathematics, only 39% of the students education in that district,” said Pramod reversed during the pandemic years in 
surveyed could do basic subtraction Kumar, the state programme officer most rural parts of Haryana, an analysis of 
problems in Palwal. This figure was 45% (directorate of elementary education) and the Annual State of Education Report 
in Karnal, the third worst performer in this nodal officer of the Nipun Haryana (ASER) 2022 shows.According to ASER 
segment.ASER covered 20 households Mission.The district has multiple issues 2022, a countrywide survey carried out 
each in 600 villages across 21 districts of plaguing its education system.In after a gap of four years due to pandemic 
Haryana. February last year, TOI had reported that disruptions in 2020, Haryana was among 

there were around 900 government the states where students’ learning levels The findings of the report, published last the pandemic has only shifted the 
schools in the district, of which around saw the sharpest decline since 2018.In week, also indicate that a large number of spotlight to this digital divide among 
100 were running without a single full-Haryana, Nuh was the worst performing students reached Class 8 without knowing students.An internal survey conducted by 
time teacher and 90 with just one full-time district in the number of children out of the basics. In rural Nuh, less than one- the Haryana education department last 
teacher.Not much has changed since then, school – 5.1% of those surveyed (even third of the students of classes 6 to 8 could year had found that over 80% of the 
though the district administration says though overall enrollment has gone up solve basic primary-level mathematical students in rural districts of the state, 
that schools adhering to a 30:1 student-across the state from the 2018 numbers). questions involving division. Similarly, including Nuh, could not connect to 
teacher ratio have increased from 10% to It was followed by 1.8% kids in Faridabad more than half of the students surveyed in online classes.In 2020, TOI had also 
around 50% now.When asked, experts say and 1.7% in Palwal.Among those this category could not read passages reported that the state government had 
there is a pressing need to change how enrolled in school, 85% of the students from Class 2 Hindi textbooks.Just around introduced Mohalla Pathshalas to bring 
schools are educating children.“There's surveyed in classes 3 and 5 were unable to two hours from Delhi, Nuh has – for long back students into classes, but attendance 
an acute shortage of trained and motivated read Class 2-level text in Hindi. – been an underdeveloped district. In remained slim.“Being an aspirational 
teachers across the board. Barring a few Mathematics was another concern – 74% 2018, government think tank Niti Aayog district, a lot is needed to uplift education 
high-end schools in Delhi and Gurgaon, a of children in classes 3 to 5 failed at basic ranked it the country’s most “backward” standards in Nuh. We found lapses in the 
majority of schools lack inspiring subtraction problems. (or “aspirational”) district.Education is mega-monitoring drive carried out 
educators. part of the reason it fares that badly, and The other districts following Nuh are recently, and we’ve issued necessary 

Gurgaon. DLF 1 residents have written to the chief 
minister against the Haryana Shahari Vikas 
Pradhikaran (HSVP) auctioning sites on the green belt 
for educational, medical and residential use. The sites 
lie between the E block of DLF 1 and Sector 42 under 
the Aravali plantation area.In the letter, members of 
Qutab Plaza Enclave RWA said buildings, once 
allowed in the area, would impede traffic and lead to 
jams, apart from violating laws related to green 
spaces.Recently, HSVP auctioned the sites for 
developing three nursing homes and seven residential 
plots. “It is learnt that sites for a crèche on 932 square 
metres, two nursing homes on 640 square metres, 
another nursing home on 1,816 square metres, and 
seven residential plots have been auctioned,” the letter 
read.Baljeet Rathee, president of the association, said 
there are no service lanes in the area, and the HSVP 
move would further complicate the situation for 
pedestrians and cyclists. “There is also a possibility of 
encroachments, which might trigger unhygienic 
conditions due to an existing ‘nallah (drain)’ on the 
opposite side of the sector dividing road,” he added.A 
civil writ petition regarding the land is already pending 
before the high court. DLF 1 residents had approached 
the court after HSVP allotted the green belt land for a 
fuel station in 2016. During the pendency of the writ, 
the then director of town and country planning SS 
Dhillon had given an undertaking that green areas in 
DLF 1-4 would not have any other land use except to 
widen roads.

The RWA requested a reversal of the auction and the 
preservation of the green belt. “In case HSVP does not 
take urgent action, we reserve the right to seek 
appropriate legal action,” said Rathee.

Sunil Goswami, a DLF 1 resident, said the HSVP move 
would adversely affect the green cover, which is 
already shrinking. The government, said Goswami, 
should stop HSVP and save the area from 
concretisation.“It would also affect the residents by 
adding to the traffic chaos and put a huge load on the 
existing civic infrastructure,” he added.

Bldgs on green belt to trigger 
snarls, stop auction of  plots: 
RWA to Khattar

Man (54) dies, five of  his 
family members injured 

in e-way crash

Gurgaon. A 54-year-old man from Delhi was 
killed and six of his family members were 
injured, one of them critically, after a 
speeding truck rammed into his three-
wheeler goods carrier on the Delhi-Gurgaon 
expressway on Sunday night.

The accident occurred near 32nd Milestone 
around 9.45pm when the seven were 
returning to their house in Delhi’s Nangloi 
from a relative’s place in Gurgaon. The 
impact of the crash was such that the three-
wheeler overturned and Tara Chand who was 
at the wheel died on the spot.

The five injured — Krishna Devi (Tara Chand’s 
wife), Monish Kumar, Harish Kumar, Sushila 
Devi, Minakshi and Nitin — were rushed to a 
nearby private hospital and later shifted to 
Delhi’s Safdarjung hospital. Though the 
others were discharged on Monday morning, 
the condition of Tara Chand’s wife Krishna 
Devi is said to be critical.In his police 
complaint, Tara Chand’s nephew Monish 
Kumar claimed that the recklessly driven 
truck hit their vehicle from behind and sped 
away. “Our three-wheeler overturned and my 
uncle died on the spot. I did manage to note 
down the number of the truck.”

Police said a team rushed to the spot as soon as 
they were alerted about the accident. “We 
immediately rushed all of them to a nearby 
hospital, where Tara Chand was declared 
dead on arrival. The body has been sent for an 
autopsy,” a police officer said.Om Prakash, 
the Gurgaon-based relative of Tara Chand, 
said that the deceased and his family 
members had come to their house to invite 
them to Minakshi’s wedding ceremony slated 
for February 15. “I had requested Tara Chand 
to stay at our place overnight but he insisted 
on leaving to avoid the early morning fog. 
Around 11pm on Sunday, I was shocked to 
hear the news of his death.”An FIR under 
sections 279 (rash driving or riding on public 
way), 337 (whoever causes hurt to any person 
by doing any act so rashly or negligently as to 
endanger human life, or the personal safety of 
others), and 304A (causing death by 
negligence) of the IPC has been lodged 
against the truck driver at Civil Lines Police 
station.

“We have got the registration number of the 
vehicle and are checking the CCTV footage 
of the area. The truck driver will soon be 
nabbed,” the police officer said.HSVP to audit institutional 

areas to check status of  plots
Gurgaon. The Haryana Sehri Vikas Pradhikaran 

(HSVP) is going to start a survey of institutional areas 
like sectors 32 and 44 to find out the status of the plots 
allotted by the authority to different organisations for 
institution and research purposes. The team will 
check how many properties have been leased out 
without required permission from the authority and 
the plot owners found doing so, may face action.

According to the Haryana Sehri Vikas Pradhikaran 
policy, the owner of the property needs to apply with 
the HSVP and submit a fee if they want to lease out a 
portion of their property. It can be leased out only 
after approval from the authority.For the survey, 
HSVP has formed two teams who will submit their 
report through the estate officer to the HSVP 
administrator.“Notices will be served to the plot 
owners if they are found violating the norms,” said an 
HSVP official.

The move comes after Haryana Sehri Vikas 
Pradhikaran received many complaints about 
unauthorised leasing and commercial uses of the 
plots in the institutional sectors.According to the 
rules, the plots allotted by HSVP in the institutional 
sectors can be used only for building corporate 
offices, research and development centres, education 
and training centres, offices of professional groups or 
societies, not engaged in commercial or 
manufacturing activities and for other institutional 
uses.As per HSVP policy of 2001, up to 75% of a plot 
or a building may be allowed for leasing on certain 
terms and conditions, like it cannot be used for 
purposes other than for which it has been allotted.

Co operating Basai plant ready 
to pick demolition waste, MCG 
yet to take call
Gurgaon: The private company operating the 

construction and demolition (C&D) waste at Basai 
has submitted a proposal to the MCG to lift the C&D 
waste beyond 15km radius of its plant. Currently, the 
company only lifts waste within 15km radius and 
processes the waste at the Basai plant.

With the increase in unauthorised dumping of C&D 
waste across the city, MCG is mulling over to hire a 
private agency for collecting the waste and is likely to 
consider the company’s proposal. The officials said 
that the private company has proposed to collect the 
waste at the rate of Rs 450 per tonne beyond 15km.

“We have had a meeting with the representatives of the 
private company operating the Basai plant a few days 
ago in which the proposal was submitted. They have 
submitted their proposed rates. The proposal will first 
be discussed at a meeting with other officials and if 
approved at the MCG level, we will send it to the state 
government for the final nod,” an MCG official privy 
to the matter said.The Basai plant was announced in 
2017 and started operations in December 2019. MCG 
officials said that the mandate of the firm is to collect 
and process 1,000 tonnes per day within the radius of 
15km from the plant.MCG had outsourced the work 
of collecting C&D waste to a private firm before a 
complaint was submitted against the firm alleging 
fraud. The civic body had also constituted a four-
member committee on March 23 last year to look into 
the complaints of C&D waste. The panel had 
proposed that either the private firm processing the 
C&D waste should collect the waste or another 
private firm be given the work for a short span of time. 
However, no arrangement was made.

The civic body in June last year had identified 314 sites 
across the city where C&D waste was dumped. The 
MCG commissioner PC Meena on January 13 had 
directed the officials to deploy security guards at the 
Aravali Biodiversity park to keep a check on 
unauthorised dumping of C&D waste. The 
commissioner had also asked officials to seek the help 
of police, if required.
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residence of A Dhanu, the MADIKERI . Coffee growers 
owner of the calves. Last are in a precarious situation 
week, an injured male tiger during the picking season with 
was rescued from a close tigers prowling in the village 
human habitat at Maldare limits of South Kodagu. The 
village that is approximately sector is already battling with 
36km from Rudraguppe labour shortage during the 
village. The villages close to picking season, which has 
the Nagarahole forest fringes been worsened by tiger 
a r e  f a c i n g  g r o w i n g  menace as labourers refuse to 
movements of tigers and w o r k  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  
there has been no solution to endangering their lives. The Recalling that a labourer was killed 

the situation despite the capture and fear of tigers continue to haunt South last year during the pepper picking 
rescue of the tigers. When a tiger is Kodagu residents, leaving the estate work, he said, “We will have to 
captured, the conflict territory is owners worried. “We are already accompany the labourers with guns 
occupied by new tigers that often facing labour shortage and tigers to avoid any untoward incident. 
finds easy prey in cattle owned by prowling in the estates and forest Even while taking a stroll in the 
farmers. Forest Department officials fringes are mounting our problems. estates, we take weapons for self-

defence.” At the second Rudraguppe Also, we cannot risk the lives of of Ponnampet division have placed 
village in South Kodagu, three labourers and we must be cautious five camera traps across the conflict 
calves were killed by a tiger.for coffee picking work,” explained zone in Rudraguppe village spot the 

Harish, a grower in South Kodagu. tigers, and study their movements.The incident was reported close to the 

lorry that was heading to ALAPPUZHA. Five youths, four of 
Kollam carrying rice from them temporary employees at the 
Andhra  Pradesh.CCTV I S R O  c a n t e e n  i n  
visuals retrieved from local Thiruvananthapuram, were killed 
shops revealed that the car when their car rammed a lorry near 
deviated from its lane and hit Kakkazham rail overbridge on NH-
the lorry. While four persons 66 at Ambalappuzha in the early 
died on the spot, one died in hours of Monday. The police 
Alappuzha Medical College suspect speeding led to the 
Hospital. Traffic on the NH accident.The deceased are Prasad, 
was disrupted for an hour 25, Shijin Das, 24, Manu, 24, 
following the accident.Sumod, 25, and Amal, 28. Amal 

belonged to Mandrothuruthu in The bodies were handed over to 
Kollam, while the rest were from happened when the youths were returning relatives after postmortem 
A l a t h o o r  i n  P e r u m k a d a v i l a ,  to Kochi in a rented car to drop off Shijin examination. The police have taken the 
Thiruvananthapuram. Shijin worked in after attending a marriage in Kaliyikkavila lorry driver and cleaner into custody. Chief 
Kochi and the others were contractual staff n e a r  K e r a l a ’ s  b o r d e r  i n  Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has condoled the 
at the ISRO canteen.The incident Thiruvananthapuram. Their car rammed a demise of the youths.

Four ISRO canteen staffers among five killed in Alappuzha road accident

PSI recruitment scam 
accused surrenders 

before court in 
Kalaburagi

YADADRI-BHUVANAGIRI. The police are yet to trace the couple 
who abandoned three children in Yadagirigutta a week ago. Locals 
are up in arms against the officials for the delay in finding the couple. 
They say that if such cases are not taken seriously, there will be many 
more incidents like this. According to the police, one of the accused, 
Lakshmi, and Baburao got married 12 years ago and started living in 
Bhagat Singh Nagar in Rangareddy district. They had three sons aged 
10, five and two and an eight-year-old daughter. After Baburao 
abandoned his family and left the home three years ago following a 
fight with Lakshmi, she reportedly sold their two-year-old illegally.

It is also alleged that Lakshmi was in an extra-marital affair with the 
second accused, Raju, who is an autorickshaw driver and lives in the 
same area. The couple allegedly thought the children were an obstacle 
to their life and decided to abandon them. Along with the kids, they 
reached Yadadri on January 14.

They tied the hand and legs of the children to the Kalyankatta on the 
hills with ropes before running away. The eldest of them, who is 10 
years old, managed to free himself and helped his siblings free 
themselves.A traffic constable, Pasham Koti, saw them and took them 
to the Yadagirigutta police station. Assistant Sub-Inspector Sudhakar 
Rao informed the District Child Protection Officer P Saidulu and 
handed them over. They were shifted to a childcare centre in 
Bhuvangiri.On January 17, when the Child Protection Department 
officials questioned the children, the elder boy gave the cell phone 
number of their uncle to the authorities. The authorities brought him 
to Bhuvanagiri and interrogated him, who said that his brother 
Baburao had abandoned them three years ago. 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. DYFI, the 
youth wing of the ruling CPIM in Kerala, on 
Tuesday announced that the controversial 
BBC documentary "India: The Modi 
Question" would be shown in the state.

The announcement, on its Facebook page, by 
the Democratic Youth Federation of India 
(DYFI) comes in the wake of the Centre's 
directions to block multiple YouTube videos 
and Twitter posts sharing links to the 
d o c u m e n t a r y. T h e  t w o - p a r t  B B C  
documentary, which claims it investigated 
certain aspects relating to the 2002 Gujarat 
riots when Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
was the chief minister of that state, has been 
trashed by the Ministry of External Affairs as 
a "propaganda piece" that lacked objectivity 
and reflected a "colonial mindset". The 
directions on blocking access were 
understood to have been issued by Apurva 
Chandra, Secretary, Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting on Friday using the 
emergency powers under the IT Rules, 2021.

The central government's move has received 
sharp criticism from opposition parties like 
the Congress and the TMC for imposing 
"censorship".

GUNTUR. A video of an 80-year-old father, 
who was allegedly abused and harassed by his 
three sons, went viral. The old man was seen 
wanting to end his life in the video. He filed a 
report with Guntur SP Arif Hafeez during 
Spandana grievance programme held on 
Monday.According to the police, Mahaboob 
Khan, a native of Sangadigunta in Guntur, 
was a gold merchant. After the retirement, he 
distributed all his properties equally to his 
three sons. But after receiving property, his 
sons allegedly abandoned him. Mahaboob has 
been living with his daughter, who is a sole 
breadwinner.After learning that their father 
would be naming house after his daughter, the 
sons demanded Khan to name the property on 
their names. When Mahaboob refused, they 
started physically abusing him. Unable to bear 
their torture, Mahaboob filed a complaint with 
Lalapet police station. Police counselled the 
sons and warned them to treat their father with 
respect and even filed bind over cases. The 
situation was fine for a few months, but from 
the past few months, his sons started pestering 
him again. He approached SP and explained 
entire situation to him. SP directed officials to 
take action to resolve the issue.

Border row: Karnataka to pay 
Rs 60 lakh a day to legal team

He will also get Rs 50,000 for outstation BELAGAVI. The Karnataka government has 
work. Similarly, advocate Raghupathy will decided to pay Rs 59.90 lakh per day fee to 
get Rs 35,000 per day and Rs 15,000 for the legal team which is representing the state 
conference work and Rs 30,000 for in the boundary dispute case with 
outstation visits. The Maharashtra Maharashtra in the Supreme Court. The 
government had moved the Supreme Court legal team comprises senior advocates 
in 2004 demanding the merger of 814 areas Mukul Rohatgi, Shyam Diwan, Uday Holla, 
of Karnataka including villages, towns and Maruti Zirli and VN Raghupathy. In 
cities into Maharashtra. Then the chief connection with the case (O.S.No.4/2004) 
minister of Karnataka S M Krishna formed on boundary row, the state government 
an advisory committee on the boundary issued an order, dated January 18, fixing the 
dispute headed by advocate HB Datar.terms and conditions and professional fees 

Later, the state government named other to the legal team to represent the state.
legal experts as chairpersons of the As per the order, Mukul Rohatgi will get Rs 22 
advisory committee to fight the case in the lakh per day as the fee for an appearance 
Supreme Court effectively. The Karnataka before the top court and Rs 5.50 lakh per day 
government has contended in the court that towards the preparation of the case including 
cases on boundary disputes between states conferences and other work. Shyam Diwan 
do not come under the purview of the will be paid Rs 6 lakh per hearing, Rs 1.50 

preparation of the case and Rs 2 lakh per day settlement of pending and other matters and courts and that only Parliament has the lakh per day towards the preparation of the 
for outstation visits. Advocate Udaya Holla Rs 1.50 lakh for outstation visits. power to decide on such issues. However, it case and Rs 10 lakh per day for outstation 
will get Rs 2 lakh per day for appearance Both states brace for court tussle remains to be seen whether the case will be visits.The Advocate General of Karnataka 
before the apex court, Rs 75,000 per day for Advocat e MB Zirli will get Rs 1 lakh and Rs admitted in the court when it comes up for will get Rs 3 lakh per day for appearance 
preparation of the case, Rs 1.50 lakh for 60,000 for the conference and other works. hearing.before SC, Rs 1.25 lakh per day for 

OPS supporters boycott meet called by poll officer

Hindu Aikyavedhi calls for 
hartal as man 'destroys' 

main deity at Kodungallur 
temple in Kerala

CPM youth wing says 
BBC documentary on PM 
Modi will be shown in 
Kerala

Tortured by sons, video 
of 80-year-old man 
seeking to end life goes 
viral

BENGALURU. The prime accused in the PSI 
recruitment scam, RD Patil alias Rudra Gouda 
surrendered before a court in Kalaburagi on 
Monday after a non-bailable warrant was 
issued against him recently. On Monday 
afternoon, Patil, accompanied by his advocate, 
appeared before the fifth JMFC court in 
Kalaburagi and surrendered in connection with 
a case at Ashok Nagar police station. The 
magistrate remanded him in judicial custody 
for 14 days. CID sources said they will file a 
petition before the court seeking police custody 
within a day or two.  Patil had managed to 
escape after allegedly pushing the police 
personnel who went to arrest him from his 
house in Kalaburagi after an ED raid on 
Thursday. A case was filed in the Ashok Nagar 
police station, Kalaburagi in this connection. 
When the police issued a notice on Saturday 
seeking information on him following an NBW 
in connection with a case in Ramamurthy 
Nagar police station, Patil released a video 
stating he was not absconding.

THRISSUR. Police on Tuesday arrested a middle-
aged man who allegedly destroyed the 
'Moolavigraham' (sculpture of the main deity) of 
Kodungallur Sree Kurumba Bhagavathy temple, 
which is situated about 1.5 km away from the main 
temple.Following the incident, Hindu Aikyavedhi 
called for a dawn-to-dusk hartal in Kodungallur on 
T u e s d a y  s e e k i n g  a  p r o b e  i n t o  t h e  
incident.According to a devaswom official, "The 
incident happened at about 5 am on Tuesday. The 
Moolavigraham is situated near the municipality 
office and it is not protected as a major temple. There 
is no nivedhyam and daily pooja here but it has been 
kept sacred by the devaswom itself. Every day, 
priests light lamps at the idol."A devaswom staff 
saw someone inside the enclosure of the 
Moolavigraham and informed the police. According 
to Kodungallur police, "A middle-aged man is taken 
into custody and he seems to be mentally unstable. 
Medical examination and other procedures are 
going on here."Meanwhile, Hindu Aikyavedhi 
activists alleged conspiracy behind such acts and 
sought a detailed probe into the incident. The 
activists also urged the Cochin Devaswom Board to 
make  a r rangements  for  pro tec t ing  the  
Moolavigraham in the right way so that such 
incidents are not repeated. As per the beliefs, 
'Moolavigraham' was first used for worship by the 
devotees centuries back. When the temple was 
renovated, the idol was changed.

According to Kodungallur police, a middle-aged man is taken 
into custody and he seems to be mentally unstable. Medical 

examination and other procedures are going on here.

ERODE. Supporters of O Panneerselvam district election section and so did not 
stayed away from the all-party meeting participate in the meeting. Also, I was in 
convened by the Election Commission on Chennai to attend the district secretaries 
Monday in connection with the Erode East meeting. We have given a letter to the 
by-election. District Returning Officer district election section with our new 
and Collector H Krishnanunni had office address. Our party has many 
convened the meeting to sensitise political functionaries and workers in Erode. 
parties to the election guidelines. Absence from a meeting will not affect our 
Representatives of all recognised parties success. We will start election work soon.”
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g .  Officials from the district election section 
Dhuraiswamy, district secretary of the said, “The invitation was sent to the 
lawyer wing, attended the meeting on addresses of all political parties available 
behalf of the faction supporting interim with the Election Commission.” 
g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  E d a p p a d i  K  According to sources, the invitation was 
Palaniswami. sent to AIADMK’s district office, which is 

Muruganantham, district secretary of under the control of Palaniswami. 
AIADMK (OPS camp), said: “We have Objecting to this, OPS supporters stayed 
not receive the formal invitation from the away.

Prowling tigers hit coffee 
picking in South Kodagu

Karnataka HC advises 
state to withdraw KPTCL 
officers’ seniority list
BENGALURU. The Karnataka High Court 

advised the state government to withdraw the 
provisional seniority list of officers of the 
Karnataka Power Transmission Corporation 
Limited (KPTCL) and issue a fresh seniority 
list, keeping in mind judgments of the apex 
court regarding the treatment of backlog 
vacancies in promotions and post-based 
reservation.Justice S Sunil Dutt Yadav passed 
the order while rejecting a batch of petitions 
filed by officers of KPTCL belonging to the 
General  Category,  quest ioning the 
provisional seniority list.“It is the stand of the 
state in the context of the challenge to the 
government order dated June 24, 2019, that 
the Reservation Act, 2018, would prevail over 
the notifications... in order to avoid any 
further confusion, it would be appropriate that 
the government order that was specifically 
passed to implement the Reservation Act, 
2018, be withdrawn while reserving liberty to 
pass a fresh government order containing 
comprehensive guidelines, keeping in mind 
all judgments of the apex court enunciating 
the law as regards the treatment of backlog 
vacancies in promotion, post-based 
reservation, addressing the issue of those 
from the reserved category being eligible in 
general merit and such other relevant 
aspects,” the court said. However, the court 
clarified that this direction will not have any 
bearing on its conclusion on the seniority list 
impugned in the writ petitions.

Odisha's Chuktia Bhunjia couple in 
Republic Day celebrations at Delhi

confined exclusively to the days apart from attending the Republic NUAPADA.  A wave of 
Sunabeda hills located in Day celebrations.”Prior to the couple’s enthusiasm swept the Chuktia 
ecologically-secluded areas departure, the community members Bhunj ia  communi ty  of  
because of which the tribe is performed some traditional rituals in order Nuapada, after a couple from 
often separated from other to congratulate and wish them a safe the tribe was invited to attend 
communities. journey. Special officer of Chuktia the Republic Day celebrations 

Bhunjia Development Agency (CBDA) at New Delhi. The invitees are District collector Hemakant 
Himanshu Mahapatra coordinated all the 60-year-old Bhujabal Majhi Say said, “As per the 
arrangements for their journey.The couple and his wife Kunjibai (55). communication received 
was also administered with their second They left for the celebrations f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l  
dose of Covid vaccine which was pending on Sunday.While every year, Government ,  we  were  
till date. As per their tradition, the couple representatives from a particularly supposed to send a male and a female from 
will travel barefoot throughout their vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) are invited the selected PVTG. The Chuktia Bhunjia 
journey. Official sources said they will as guests for Republic day celebrations, couple was accordingly selected on a 
most likely meet President Droupadi Chuktia Bhunjia community was selected general consensus. They will be visiting 
Murmu during its visit to New Delhi.  for this year. The tribal community is several other places over a period of three 

Supporters of O Panneerselvam stayed away from the all-party meeting convened by the Election 

Commission on Monday in connection with the Erode East by-election.

Telangana cops yet to trace couple 
who abandoned three kids in Yadadri

New Delhi, Wednesday, 25 January, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificates of
Main SECONDARY SCHOOL
EXAMINATION of year 2003,
Roll No. 6406001 and
SENIOR SCHOOL CERTIFI-
CATE EXAMINATION of year
2005, Roll No. 6676668,
issued by CBSE have been
actually lost. Candidate Name
FIZA PARVEEN, Full Address
4653/21, 2nd Floor, Darya
Ganj, New Delhi 110002. Tel.
9811177936

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified for the information
of General Public that my
Original DIPLOMA IN ELEC-
TRONICS ENGINEERING
year 1998 issued by Registrar
, Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi-110025 , has been lost.
Name of the candidate JAVED
JOHAR , having Roll No -
96DEL19 and Enrolment No. -
963711  (DOB : 09/03/1976)
S/o Sh.  Anees Ahmed Nizami
R/o 4653/21, 2ND Floor,
Ansari Road Darya Ganj,
Delhi-110002. Mobile No.
9811177936.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT ASHA NAGPAL
W/O LATE Sh. BALDEV RAJ
R/O 2035 MULTANI MOHALA
RANI BAGH, SHAKURPUR
BASTI, SARASWATI VIHAR,
NORTH-WEST DELHI
110034, HAVE SEVERED
ALL HER RELATIONS & DIS-
OWNED HER SON TUSHAR
NAGPAL AND HER DAUGH-
TER IN LAW MAMTA MATTA
FROM ALL HER MOVABLE /
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
DUE TO THEIR DISOBEDI-
ENT. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR ACTS.

ANIL KUMAR Advocate
Ch. No. 922, 09th Floor,

Lawyer's Chamber Complex,
Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our client
Mrs. Shama Mahawar is the
owner of Freehold built up
property bearing Janta Flat no.
61 & 62, area measuring
25.90+25.90 Sq. Mtrs., in
Block and Pocket-D-8, Sector-
6, Situated at Rohini
Residential Scheme Rohini,
Delhi. vide Sale Deed dated
01.11.2019  as doc no. 12008,
vol. no. 8771, on pg no. 44-56,
, SRO-VI  & Sale Deed dated
01.11.2019  as doc no. 12009,
vol. no. 8771, on pg no. 57-69,
, SRO-VI., In the chain docu-
ment below mentioned docu-
ments is not available i.e.
Death Certificate & SMC of late
Mrs. Raj Rani Sharma, Death
Certificate & SMC of late Mr.
Vijay Kumar Sharma
21.06.2015 & Death Certificate
& SMC of late Mr. Gorakh Nath
Sharma, our client is declaring
that that any other Person
does not have any right over
the said property, and same
property sold to be Mr. Naveen
Kumar Munjal, Which is to be
financed by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
NSP, New Delhi.  If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the Said
Property then contact us within
07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by any one. Thereafter
no claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I, PRASANT KUMAR son of
PARVEEN GOLA Residence of
H NO-53-A, GALI NO-4 NEAR
SAI MANDIR, EAST GURU
ANGAD NAGAR, DELHI-
110092 have changed my
name  to PRASHANT KUMAR
for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNITA MALIK wife of AMIT
KUMAR R/o H.NO-591/8,
ADARSH NAGAR, SONIPAT,
HARYANA-131001, have
changed my name from SUNI-
TA MALIK to SUNITA KUMARI
for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 24/01/2023
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, TARVINDER SINGH S/O
BHUPINDER SINGH residing
at H NO-31, HARI NAGAR,
ASHRAM, DELHI-110014
Declare that TARVINDER is
my first name and my sur-
name is SINGH

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMALESH  W/o RAKESH
R/O VPO-SISWARA, TEH-
DEEG, DISTT-BHARATPUR,
RAJASTHAN-321203 have
changed my name from
KAMALESH  to KAMLESH
for all future purposes and in
my husband’s service records
my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 02/02/1983 instead
of my correct date of birth as
01/01/1982 vide Affidavit
dated 24/01/2023 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information
that I, SHAKSHI daughter of
Sh. MUKESH KUMAR,
Residing at K-359, Prem
Nagar-II, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110086 declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as MUKESH in
my  10th and 12th Educational
Certificates. The actual name
of my father is MUKESH
KUMAR respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RASHMI D/O GS NO-
166256X OFFICE SUPDT
PRAKASH CHANDRA S/O
Late Sh. DAYA RAM R/o G-25,
S/F R/H/S, GALI NO-02, SADH
NAGAR, PALAM CLONY,
PALAM VILLAGE, SOUTH
WEST DELHI-110045, have
changed my name from RASH-
MI to RASHMI GHILDIYAL for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ROHIT KUMAR S/O GS NO-
166256X OFFICE SUPDT
PRAKASH CHANDRA S/O
Late Sh. DAYA RAM R/o G-25,
S/F R/H/S, GALI NO-02, SADH
NAGAR, PALAM CLONY,
PALAM VILLAGE, SOUTH
WEST DELHI-110045, have
changed my name from ROHIT
KUMAR to ROHIT GHILDIYAL
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMIT KAUR    W/O  DAMAN-
DEEP SINGH    residing at 14/9
GEETA COLONY DELHI-
110031     have changed  my
name to SUMIT KAUR JOHAR
for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, AMARJIT SINGH    S/O
NARENDER SINGH    residing at
IX/1645 GANDHI NAGAR SHAH-
DARA DELHI-110031     have
changed  my name to AMARJEET
SINGH    for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSHMEET SINGH SAWH-
NEY S/O MAHINDER SINGH
SAWHNEY R/O HOUSE NO-
125, SECTOR 23, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122016, have
changed my minor son’s name
from JAABIR SAWHNEY to
JAABIR SINGH SAWHNEY for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, mohamd nasir ansari S/O
ALIMUDDIN ANSARI residing
at H-572, SUNDER NAGRI,
DELHI-110093 have changed
my name to M nasir ansari for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, GULJAR JANHA ansari W/O
M nasir ansari residing at H-
572, SUNDER NAGRI,
DELHI-110093 have changed
my name to GULNAR JAHAN
ansari for all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMED AMIN ANSARI
S/O  MOHAMMED  WALI
ANSARI    residing at F-20
TOP FLOOR SHAHEEN
BAGH AFE -2 JAMIA NAGAR
DELHI-110025  have changed
my name to MD AMIN ANSARI
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJESHREE  WIFE of No JC
461665A SUB Pujari Tanaji
Sidagonda,SM VILL - APPACHI-
WADI, POST - APPACHIWADI ,
TEH. CHIKODI , DIST. BEL-
GAVI, STATE - KARNATAKA,
PIN -  591241 have changed my
name from RAJESHREE  to
RAJESHREE  TANAJI PUJARI
for all future purposes and in my
husband service record my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/05/1983 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/05/1982 vide
Affidavit dated 05/12/2022
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHITALW/O of NO. 2815527A
SEP JAYEBHAYE MAROTI
UTTAM R/O Vill - HIPPARGA
(SHA)  POST, - KURULA TEH -
KANDHAR DIST - NANDED
PIN COD 431742 ,  have
changed my name from SHITAL
to SHITAL MAROTI JAYEB-
HAYE For all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 24/01/2023
2023 before Notary public, Delhi
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WORLD 4

South Africa's foreign minister on designed to shore up ties with the exercise with Russia and China on its 
Monday deflected criticism of joint United States./In Washington, the east coast from Feb. 17-27.
military drills planned with Russia and White House expressed worry about "All countries conduct military exercises 
China, saying that hosting such South Africa's military plans."The with friends worldwide. It's the natural 
exercises with "friends" was the United States has concerns about any course of relations," Pandor, alongside 
"natural course of relations." country ... exercising with Russia as Lavrov, told reporters in the capital, 

Russia wages a brutal war against Naledi Pandor made her comments Pretoria.The exercise will be under 
Ukraine," White House press secretary during a meeting with Russian Foreign way on Feb. 24, the anniversary of 
Karine Jean-Pierre said.She said she Minister Sergei Lavrov, who was what Russia calls its "special military 
had no inforation to provide about visiting South Africa 11 months after operation". Ukraine and its allies 
conversations with South Africa on the Russia's invasion of Ukraine.A South accuse Russia of an imperial-style land 
matter.Some opposition parties and African official, who declined to be grab from its neighbour and fellow ex-
South Africa's small Ukrainian identified because they were not Soviet  republic.South African 
community have said that hosting authorised to speak, said Lavrov P res iden t  Cyr i l  Ramaphosa ' s  
Lavrov is insensitive.FEBRUARY would afterwards visit Eswatini, government has expressed a desire to 
DRILLSBotswana and Angola.South Africa is mediate in the Ukraine conflict as a 

one of Russia's most important allies South Africa says it is impartial on the neutral party.Pandor emphasised that, 
on a continent divided over the Ukraine conflict and has abstained though South Africa had initially called 
invasion and Western attempts to from voting on U.N. resolutions on the on Russia to withdraw from Ukraine 
isolate Moscow because of its military war.It has close ties with Moscow, a unilaterally, that was no longer its 
actions.Lavrov visited a day before friend of the governing African position."To repeat that ... to Mr 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen National Congress when it was a Lavrov today would make me appear 
was due to arrive in South Africa, part liberation movement opposing white quite simplistic and infantile, given the 
of a lengthy trip to the continent minority rule, and will host a joint massive transfer of arms (to Ukraine) .

NEWS BOX

US Capitol riot: Man who propped feet on 
ex-speaker Pelosi’s desk convicted

‘Hosting exercises with friends’: South Africa defends 
planned military drills with Russia and China

Washington. President Joe Biden’s Department national security official, after they were found and coordinated possession of an additional round of items 
decision allowing the FBI to search his said, “If I was a lawyer and I represented subsequent searches and discoveries with with classified markings, and some of 
home in Delaware last week is laying him the president of the United States and I the Department of Justice.They also are Biden’s handwritten notes and materials 
open to fresh negative attention and wanted to show, ’I am being fully not standing in the way of interviews of from his tenure as vice president and 
embarrassment following the earlier cooperative, and I do care to be projecting staff, including Kathy Chung, Biden’s senator.That’s in addition to the 
discoveries of classified documents at that transparency to the American public, and I executive assistant when he was vice documents already turned in by Biden’s 
home and a former office. But it’s a legal do take this seriously,' I think this is the president, who helped oversee the lawyers. Agents could also choose to 
and political calculation that aides hope advice I would give as well.”That’s not to packing of boxes that were taken to the search the Penn Biden Center and Biden’s 
will pay off in the long run as he prepares say she approves of his handling of the Penn Biden Center.She feels some other home in Rehoboth Beach, 
to seek reelection.The remarkable, nearly documents.“I think it’s wrong that he had responsibility but had “absolutely” no Delaware, as the probe continues. Sams 
13-hour search by FBI agents of the sitting those documents there,” she said. “It knowledge of classified documents being declined to say whether Biden would sign 
president’s Wilmington home is the latest shows lapses at the end of the packed, according to a person familiar off on additional searches, referring the 
political black eye for Biden, who administration,” when Biden was with her thinking. The person spoke on matter to the DOJ — which has asked the 
promised to restore propriety to the office completing his time as vice president condition of anonymity to discuss an White House not to publicize searches in 
after the tumultuous tenure of his under Barack Obama.Biden’s personal ongoing investigation.Biden himself has advance.Criticism of Biden’s handling of 
predecessor, Donald Trump.But with his attorneys first discovered classified said he was surprised the documents were the matter has come from Democrats as 
actions, Biden is doing more than simply materials on Nov. 2, a week before the in his possession. Last Thursday, well as Republicans. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-
complying with federal investigators midterm elections, as they were clearing frustrated at all the focus, he told Ill., the chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
assigned to look into the discovery of the out an office Biden had used at the Penn reporters: “There’s no there there.” Committee, said the president should be 
records. The president is aiming to show Biden Center in Washington. Since that “embarrassed by the situation.”It all fits a theme: Biden and his aides 
that, unlike Trump, he never intended to initial discovery, Biden’s team has maintain the document mishandling was “I think he should have a lot of regrets,” 
retain classified materials — a key adopted an accommodating approach to not intentional. As far as Biden’s possible added Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va. Even 
distinction that experts say diminishes the the investigation, even if they haven’t legal exposure goes, the question of Biden’s own attorneys have called it a 
risks of criminal liability.White House been completely transparent in public. intention is critical: Federal law does not “mistake.”Republicans, meanwhile, have 
spokesman Ian Sams said Monday that The White House has cited the “ risk” of allow anyone to store classified sought to use their new-found powers in 
Biden’s own attorneys invited the FBI to sharing information “that’s not complete” documents in an unauthorized location, the House, where they regained the 
conduct the search. “This was a voluntary potentially interfering with the probe to but it’s only a prosecutable crime when majority this month, to investigate 
proactive offer by the president’s personal justify not revealing more information to someone is found to have “knowingly” Biden’s handling of the documents and 
lawyers to DOJ to have access to the the public.They didn’t acknowledge the removed the documents from a proper hope to capitalize on the investigation, 
home,” he said, adding that it reflected first discovery before the elections, place.Still, welcoming the FBI search even as they have said investigating the 
“how seriously” Biden is taking the issue. though they swiftly notified the National could backfire depending on what else documents retained by Trump is not a 

Mary McCord, a former senior Justice Archives, returned the documents the day might be found. Agents last week took priority.

Did Biden's own attorneys invite FBI to search president's home?

was combative with prosecutors World.  The man who was 
during his testimony, prosecutors infamously photographed resting 
later accused him of lying and his feet on a desk in former House 
being “belligerent.”According to Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s office 
the court, Barnett had a stun gun during the US Capitol riot on 
in his pants when he was inside January 6, 2021, has been 
Pelosi’s office. During the trial, convicted by a Washington DC 
Barnett claimed that he believed jury.62-year-old Richard Barnett, 
that the gun no longer worked as also known as “Bigo,” was found 
it got washed in the shower.guilty on eight accounts relating 

to his actions at the US Capitol, On January 6, Barnett was recorded 
including entering and remaining saying he didn’t steal an envelope 
in a restricted area with a deadly he had taken from inside the 
weapon and obstructing an state’ and made up primarily of ‘Biden Capitol, adding that he wrote 
official proceeding.Barnett will be sent voters’.“We’re not saying there is Pelosi a note calling her a “b***h,” 
to prison in early May and will stay in something inherently wrong with DC according to court documents.“I did 
home detention with a GPS ankle or with the jurors,” McBride said. not steal it,” Barnett said in the video. 
monitor until then, despite a request “We’re saying that we believe politics “I bled on it because they were making 
from prosecutors to revoke his release. is the big elephant in the room that me and I couldn’t f**king see so I 
He faces up to 20 years in prison for the nobody wants to speak about here and figured I am in her office. I got blood 
top charge of obstructing an official political considerations about this trial on her office. I put a quarter on her desk 
proceeding.The jury deliberated for a have damaged the jury pool to the even though she ain’t f**king worth it. 
few hours before concluding. As the extent that we can’t get a fair trial,” he And I left her a note on her desk that 
forewoman read the guilty verdict was quoted as saying by CNN.During says ‘Nancy, Bigo was here, you 
aloud, Barnett sat still and showed no the trial, Barnett testified he was b***h.’”
reaction. pushed into the Capitol during the riot Barnett’s lawyers have also argued that 

and was looking for a place to use the Barnett’s lawyer, Joseph McBride, said Barnett wrote the word “biatch,” not 
restroom inside the building, admiring his client had not received a fair trial, “b***h,” which they said was “slang” 
all the artwork along the way. As he adding that Washington, DC, is ‘not a and “less offensive.”

Cops seek motive behind Los Angeles mass shooting at 
Chinese New Year event as 11th victim dies

Angeles-area police worked through handgun was recovered from the white California.Investigators collected 42 
second full day of their investigation, cargo van where the suspect took his own bullet casings from the scene of one of 
seven people were reported slain in a life, Luna said.Authorities on Monday California's bloodiest mass shootings as 
separate, mass shooting in the northern said a motive for the shooting remained a they sought clues on Monday to what 
California coastal town of Half Moon mystery.Wiese said authorities were drove an elderly gunman to open fire in a 
May on Monday.At a news briefing on aware of unconfirmed reports that the dance hall he had frequented, killing 11 
Monday, Hilda Solis, a member of the Los violence may have been precipitated by people, before taking his own life.Police 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors, jealousy or relationship issues, adding, identified Huu Can Tran, 72, as the lone 
called Saturday's gun violence the "it's part of what our investigators are suspect in a massacre that unfolded 
deadliest mass shooting on record in Los diligently looking into."The sheriff said Saturday night in the midst of a Chinese 
Angeles County, the most populous in the there was no immediate evidence that the Lunar New Year celebration in the town 

shot himself behind the wheel of his van, United States and home to some 10 gunman was related to any of his victims. of Monterey Park, a hub of the Asian-
found parked in the city of Torrance, million residents.About 20 minutes after Luna told reporters Tran had a "limited" American community just east of 
south of Los Angeles, as police the atack, Tran barged into a second dance past criminal history, including a 1990 downtown Los Angeles.Authorities said 
surrounded his vehicle.Luna said club, the Lai Lai Ballroom & Studio in the arrest for unlawful possession of a he drove to another dance hall where a 
investigators, assisted by the FBI and the neighboring community of Alhambra, firearm.Hemet police said in a statement second, would-be attack was thwarted 
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, where an employee wrestled away the on Monday that Tran had come to the and later shot himself to death in his 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF), had intruder's semi-automatic assault-style department twice in early January parked getaway vehicle as police closed 
recovered 42 spent shell casings and a pistol before any shots could be fired, alleging "past fraud, theft and poisoning in to make an arrest on Sunday, ending an 
large-capacity ammunition magazine officials said.Los Angeles County Sheriff allegations involving his family" dating intense manhunt some 12 hours after the 
from the Star studio.Robert Luna credited Brandon Tsay, the back 10 to 20 years, and had promised to rampage.Ten people were killed and 10 

operator of the family-owned club, as a return with documentation of his claims others wounded when Tran opened fire at GUNS AND AMMO SEIZED
"hero" for single-handedly disarming the but never did.Tran had an active trucking the Star Ballroom Dance Studio, a venue He said the search of the suspect's mobile 
gunman and preventing further  license and had owned a company called popular with older patrons of Asian home in a gated senior-living community 
bloodshed."That moment, it was primal Tran's Trucking Inc with a post office box descent, then drove off. One of the in the town of Hemet, about 80 miles east 
instinct," Tsay recounted in a New York address in Monterey Park, according to victims hospitalized in critical condition of Los Angeles, turned up a rifle, various 
Times interview, saying that the gunman online records.He had lived in the Los died of his wounds on Monday, Monterey electronic devices and items "that lead us 
fled the scene after a 90-second struggle. Angeles area since at least the 1990s and Park Police Chief Scott Wiese told to believe the suspect was manufacturing 
"Something happened there. I don’t know moved to the mobile home in Hemet in reporters.All of the dead, six women and homemade" weapons silencers.Police 
what came over me."Tran was not seen 2020, address records showed. A five men, were in their 50s, 60s and 70s, also seized hundreds of rounds of 
again until Sunday morning, when he had neighbor in his gated community.the coroner's office said.Even as Los ammunition from the dwelling, and a 

 Beni. Suspected Islamists killed about 20 people in a raid 
on a village in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo 
on Sunday night, a local chief and a military official said 
on Monday.Both blamed the illings on the Allied 
Democratic Forces (ADF), a Ugandan armed group 
based in eastern Congo that has pledged allegiance to 
Islamic State and wages frequent attacks."We were 
attacked last night in the village of Mukungwe in Beni 
territory. It is the ADFs who stormed the village," said 
Eugene Matsozi, the customary chief of the area."So far 
we have buried 24 people," he said.Colonel Charles 
Omeonga, the military administrator of Beni territory, 
said "around 20" villagers were killed but that he was 
waiting for a final assessment.Troops are in pursuit of 
the attackers, he added.Beni territory is in North Kivu 
province, one of two conflict-hit provinces where 
Congo replaced civilian authorities with military 
administrations more than a year ago in an attempt to 
stem the bloodshed.Uganda has also sent troops into 
Congo to help fight the ADF.The Congolese army 
blamed the ADF for killing 14 people in a church 
bombing in North Kivu province last Sunday, for which 
Islamic State claimed responsibility.

Islamists suspected of  killing about 
20 people in eastern Congo raid

Secret papers probe: Joe 
Biden's home searched 

after 'voluntary, proactive 
offer' by lawyers

Washington. The White House said on Monday 
that a search by the Justice Department of 
President Joe Biden's home on Friday had been 
carried out after a "voluntary, proactive offer" by 
his personal lawyers to the department.

The White House Counsel's Office also said it was 
reviewing recent record requests from the 
Republican-led House Oversight Committee and 
pledged to respect legislative oversight but 
warned its cooperation may be limited by 
executive privilege and an ongoing Department 
of Justice investigation.A new search of Biden's 
home in Wilmington, Delaware, by the 
department had found six more items, including 
documents with classification markings, a 
lawyer for the president said in a statement on 
Saturday night. It was the latest in a string of 
discoveries of classified documents at Biden's 
Wilmington home and at a temporary office at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Some of the most recently disclosed classified 
documents and "surrounding materials" dated 
from Biden's tenure in the U.S. Senate, where he 
represented Delaware from 1973 to 2009, 
according to his lawyer, Bob Bauer. Other 
documents had been from his tenure as vice 
president in the Obama administration, from 
2009 through 2017, Bauer said."This was a 
voluntary, proactive offer by the president's 
personal lawyers to DOJ to have access to the 
home," said White House spokesperson Ian 
Sams.Sams declined to provide more clarity on 
the exact content of the materials taken from the 
Wilmington house. Biden had been kept 
informed throughout this process, the White 
House said.The search increases the legal and 
political stakes for Biden, who has insisted that 
the previous discovery of classified material at 
his home and former office would eventually be 
deemed inconsequential.Sams also said the 
White House counsel had sent a letter to James 
Comer, the chairman of the Republican-
controlled House of Representatives Oversight 
Committee, in response to Comer's inquiries 
about the classified documents found at 
Democrat Biden's home and office.

Comer, a Kentucky Republican, sent a letter this 
month requesting documents such as visitor logs, 
the documents turned over to the Justice 
Department and a list of people who had access to 
Biden's campus office in Philadelphia.

When Adhish held the flag and 
became an internet sensation

US proposes once-a-year Covid 
shots for most Americans

London. "I used to read news notifications on my phone 
everyday and I can’t believe that I am news today," 
said Adhish R Wali, whose video unfurling the 
Karnataka flag on his graduation ceremony day at the 

City University of London has gone viral.At the 
moment, the number is touching millions and 
counting.Adhish said he had casually uploaded his 
graduation video, following which he woke up to 
become an internet sensation overnight.However, he 
also drew flak for not using the Indian flag."I had 
unfurled the Indian flag along with Karnataka's flag in 
my previous ceremony of the Parliament Leadership 
Programme. This time I wanted to showcase my 
identity, community, language and the state that I come 
from," Adhish said.He proudly spoke of his 
grandfather Shivsharanappa Wali, who runs a 
Karnataka Daily newspaper and is an inspiration for 
him.Using the Karnataka flag was meant for his 
grandfather too, who could not attend the ceremony.

"My son was a school topper in the 10th board, has been 
the 'student of the year' in Swaminarayan Gurukul 
School in Bidar Karanataka and Christ College 
Bangalore and is now doing so well here. I am very 
proud of him." said Adhish's father, Dr. Rajnish Wali, 
who runs a super specialty hospital in Bidar, 
Karnataka.Smiling with pride, standing next to him 
was his wife and mother of Adhish, Anjana Wali.

Both had come to attend the graduation ceremony.
"We have no interest in the Karnataka elections nor is 

anyone from our family standing or will stand in it," 
said Dr. WaliA fierce nod of affirmation came from 
Adhish and his mother, Anjana.

Washington. US health officials want to make Covid-19 
vaccinations more like the annual flu shot.The Food and 
Drug Administration on onday proposed a simplified 
approach for future vaccination efforts, allowing most 
adults and children to get a once-a-year shot to protect 
against the mutating virus.This means Americans 
would no longer have to keep track of how many shots 
they’ve received or how many months it’s been since 
their last booster.The proposal comes as boosters have 
become a hard sell. While more than 80 per cent of the 
US population has had at least one vaccine dose, only 16 
per cent of those eligible have received the latest 
boosters authorized in August.The FDA will ask its 
panel of outside vaccine experts to weigh in at a meeting 
Thursday. The agency is expected to take their advice 
into consideration while deciding future vaccine 
requirements for manufacturers.

In documents posted online, FDA scientists say many 
Americans now have “sufficient preexisting immunity” 
against coronavirus because of vaccination, infection or 
a combination of the two. That baseline of protection 
should be enough to move to an annual booster against 
the latest strains in circulation and make Covid-19 
vaccinations more like the yearly flu shot, according to 
the agency.For adults with weakened immune systems 
and very small children, a two-dose combination may 
be needed for protection. FDA scientists and vaccine 
companies would study vaccination, infection rates and 
other data to decide who should receive a single shot 
versus a two-dose series.FDA will also ask its panel to 
vote on whether all vaccines should target the same 
strains. That step would be needed to make the shots 
interchangeable, doing away with the current 
complicated system of primary vaccinations and 
boosters.The initial shots from Pfizer and Moderna — 
called the primary series — target the strain of the virus 
that first emerged in 2020 and quickly swept across the 
world. The updated boosters launched last fall were also 
tweaked to target omicron relatives that had been 
dominant.Under FDA’s proposal, the agency, 
independent experts and manufacturers would decide 
annually on which strains to target by the early summer, 
allowing several months to produce and launch updated 
shots before the fall. That’s roughly the same approach 
long used to select the strains for the annual flu shot.

Ultimately, FDA officials say moving to an annual 
schedule would make it easier to promote future 
vaccination campaigns, which could ultimately boost 
vaccination rates nationwide.

Adhish R Wali, who unfurled the Karnataka flag 
and became an internet sensation overnight, said 
he had casually uploaded his graduation video. At 
the moment, the numbers on the viral video are 
touching millions and counting.
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Government to fast-track work on 10 sewage plants

Local area 
development works e-

tender waiver extended

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.

The government has extended the e-
tender exemption to public works 
f i n a n c e d  b y  l o c a l  a r e a  
development fund of legislators. 
Works costing up to Rs 5 lakh 
have been exempted from e-
tendering until March 31, 2023, 
said an order issued by the finance 
d e p a r t m e n t .  E a r l i e r ,  t h e  
government had exempted works 
up to Rs 5 lakh implemented by 
local self-governments from e-
tender until March 31, 2023.  E-
tendering was made mandatory 
for public works below Rs 5 lakh 
on June 17 last year. The finance 
secretary’s order quoted the 
recommendation by the finance 
inspection wing that e-tender will 
help prevent corrupt practices by 
bifurcating works. The chief 
engineers’ committee had 
seconded this. Bifurcation of 
works was a common practice 
then to bypass the rule that 
mandates e-tender for works 
above Rs 5 lakh. The switch-over 
to e-tender had helped the 
government make huge savings, it 
is learnt.   Competition resulted in 
contractors underquoting works, 
and several works were bid for 
25-40 pc less than the estimate.

BENGALURU.  Palace Grounds! How many Trujillo, and Lars Ulrich play right in front of perform in namma Bengaluru.And it wasn’t 
memories bind us – ‘the Young of Old you, and Bangalore was awestruck. Metallica just Palace Grounds. Several large venues 
Bangalore’ – to this grand maidan, with it further scintillated Bangalore’s rock and metal around town hosted these class acts, while also 
playing host to many circuses, exhibitions and music heart. Metallica was in India as part of providing stage to budding, as well as 
fairs over the decades! And then there were the the Rock ‘n India music festival, and successful Indian bands and artistes, to 
concerts, performances, gigs, and acts of the Bangalore was chosen to feature the legendary flourish. Sadly, perhaps this was just a phase in 
who’s who from the global rock and metal American heavy metal band.The festival had the city’s glorious musical journey. The 
scene – a fond highlight of Bengaluru, which opened in 2008, getting Indians, and concert scene, especially of this magnitude, 
was then ‘Bangalore’.As a metalhead myself, I specifically Bangaloreans, to headbang to has all but vanished.

 There have been no big bands coming – blame it can intricately recollect Bangalore’s love for numbers by several iconic bands. Opening 
o n  i s s u e s  e c o n o m i c ,  l o g i s t i c ,  o r  rock and metal music. In 2011, Palace Grounds with Megadeth and Machine Head, the festival 
pandemic.Recently, Michael Learns To Rock was electrified, and sanctified, by the vocals, also featured British metal sensation Iron 
did play to a crowd at a popular bar, and there riffs, and beats that followed Master of Maiden, all enthralling Bangalore in the years 
are many such concerts or solo acts organised Puppets, Enter Sandman, and Unforgiven. that followed. My initiation into rock and metal 

Metallica headlined, and the arena was packed. I at smaller venues, but seldom anything as happened during a school trip in 2001. A 
worked at another major daily then. I had a Metallica in 2011 on Palace Grounds. Such classmate’s Walkman contained a Linkin Park 
colleague who shared my love for all things was its reception, etching the city’s name on cassette, and I was hooked. I have heard my 
metal, and we decided to wrap up work early the global music map.brethren of this genre confess the role of Linkin 

A tee I bought at that venue has ‘Bangalore - The and head to the venue. When you attend a metal Park early in life for their musical 
Metal Capital of India’ inscribed on it. concert, it’s sort of customary to sport a black transformation, and I guess it’s true as in my 
Bengaluru, or Bangalore, still rules the rock tee, preferably with an insignia of the playing experience too. Over the years, I witnessed the 
and metal scene, which also resonates in its band.Accordingly, with our black tees on, we brilliance of Kreator, Opeth, Children of 
bars, such as Pecos, Jimi’s and Purple Haze, arrived to headbang and mosh at Palace Bodom, and Suidakra, to name a few metal 
that pay homage to this music. It’s not yet Grounds. The concert was a gift, watching bands, while I also had the joy to behold Roger 
curtains. Let the show begin… again!James Hetfield, Kirk Hammett, Robert Waters, Mark Knopfler and Bryan Adams 

Minister Antony Rajan, Port THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. To 
Minister Ahamed Devarkovil, curb the faecal contamination of 
MLAs A P Anil Kumar, K P A water bodies in the state, the 
Majeed, T P Ramakrishnan, E government will set up new 
Chandrashekaran, K K Rema, treatment plants. Local Self-
Pramod Narayanan, Thomas K Government Minister M B Rajesh 
Thomas, Job Micheal, K P on Monday said that  the 
Mohanan and E K Vijayan visited government has initiated efforts 
the sewage treatment plant at to set up 10 faecal sludge 
Muttathara.Appreciating the treatment plants across the state to 
plant operations, M B Rajesh said address the issue.Noting that the 
that undisposed waste is more presence of coliform bacteria in 
dangerous.water bodies is alarmingly high, 

the minister said that the setting  He said the plant, which is located 
up of these plants, which he in a densely populated area, is 
deemed an essential step, will handling liquid and sewage waste 
begin before May 31. He also w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  a n y  estimates, Kerala generates On Monday, the minister along with 
urged the cooperation of political inconvenience to the public. He around 4,000 MLD of liquid leaders of different parties - 
representatives of all political said similar plants should be set waste. E l e c t r i c i t y  M i n i s t e r  K  
aff i l ia t ions .  According to  up in every city in Kerala.K r i s h n a n k u t t y,  Tr a n s p o r t  Muttathara plant gets praise

K a c - M o o d y  a l g e b r a s  a n d  t h e i r  BENGALURU. Four faculty members of the 
representations. Meanwhile, IISc also Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have been 
announced that Dr Karthik Sunagar, assistant selected for the Indian National Science 
professor at the Centre for Ecological Academy (INSA) Medal for Young 
Sciences (CES), was one of two recipients of Scientists. Dr Srimonta Gayen, Dr Subhojoy 
the Professor Har Swarup Memorial Award.Gupta, Dr Mohit Kumar Jolly and Dr 

The award by INSA is given every three years Venkatesh Rajendran are among the 42 
to scientists for the best research paper scientists selected from across India for the 
published in a reputed journal. Dr Sunagar medal. The INSA Medal for Young Scientists 
published a paper on the geographical is awarded annually by INSA to scientists 

under the age of 40 for their 
contributions towards 
Science and Technology. 
Dr Gayen is an assistant 
professor at the Molecular 
R e p r o d u c t i o n ,  
Development and Genetics 
(MRDG) Department.

INSA stated that his work 
could help in enhancing the 
success rates of in-vitro 
fertilisation (IVF) as well as 
provide a clinical strategy 
t o  h e l p  p r e v e n t  t h e  
prevalence of gender bias 
against IVF-born babies. 

variations of venom in snakes that could Dr Gupta, an assistant professor at the 
render antivenom ineffective depending on Department of Mathematics, was awarded 
t h e  l o c a t i o n .  T h e  p a p e r ,  t i t l e d  for his work on Riemann surfaces.  Dr Jolly, 
‘Biogeographical venom variation in the assistant professor at the Centre for 
Indian spectacled cobra (Naja naja) BioSystems Science and Engineering 
underscores the pressing need for pan-India (BSSE), is working on minimising cancer 
efficacious snakebite therapy’ was published metastasis and preventing drug and therapy 
in the PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases resistance on cancer cells. Dr Rajendran of 
scientific journal.the Department of Mathematics specialises in 

Four IISc researchers get 
INSA young scientist awards

Headbanging to Bangalore's Rock n Metal Past

City Gas project 
execution smooth in 
Kerala, says firm

Where dance meets drama

TB outbreak at zoo: 
Minister Chinchu Rani 
appalled to find staff  
without protective gear

Chennai: Missing boy found dead in septic tank

lead and there are two other musicians as BENGALURU. Indian folktales have 
accompanists. In this particular art form, proved time and again how they have been 
Bharatanatyam has also been merged,” ahead of the times. Back in 1988, when 
says Upadhye. He further explains, “The playwright Girish Karnad wrote the play 
choreographic elements have been given Nagamandala which is a love story that 
more emphasis.blends fantastical elements, it was already 

In Bharatanatyam, we do not have es tabl ished folklore .After  many 
dialogues, we convey everything through successful theatrical adaptations, city-
facial and body abhinaya and hasta based Punyah Dance Company is all set to 
mudras. This works interestingly for this perform Naga Mandala, a dance-drama 
particular piece because even the audience adaptation of the tale, which is happening 
will be more involved in finding out what January 25, at ADA Ranga Mandira, JC 

we are trying to say.” The Road. Hailing from North 
performance is divided into Karnataka ,  Parshwanath  
four sections, starting with Upadhye, the director of the 
Surli, where Rani is constantly d a n c e  c o m p a n y  w h o  
rejected by her husband.The conceptualised the show, says 
second part is Hanati, which most of his works are adapted 
represents the inner desires of from mythological stories.
Rani, and then the third one is “Folklore was always there in the 
Aakasmika, which explains society and we still keep 
that nothing happens by hearing about them. I must 
accident. The show ends with have heard a different version 
Dwanda that lets the audience from my granny and I have 
interpret the dual mindset of watched the play also before 
the characters. This is the first Karnad sir’s play got famous. 

time that Naga Mandala is being So the particular production is not an 
performed in Bengaluru. Previously, it adaptation of that play. Here, the main plot 
premiered at Kalavaahini’s Dance for has been kept the same. The story is about 
Dance Festival in Chennai. Next, the show a couple and there is an involvement of the 
will travel to Mumbai.snake in the story.So there is a merge of 

The Plotfantasy as well as realistic elements which 
The story revolves around newly-wedded s o m e t i m e s  l e a v e s  i t  o p e n  t o  

Rani, who is neglected by her husband. interpretation,” explains Upadhye. The 
Frustrated by this, she ventures into a show, which has Upadhye, Shruti Gopal 
mystic forest in search of a magical flower and Adithya PV in the lead roles, narrates 
with which she brews a love potion. When the story using the folk music form of gigi 
the potion accidently falls on an ant hill pada. “Here, we have taken the folk art 
housing a shape-shifting snake, it falls in form gigi pada as the main base for the 
love with Rani and takes the shape of her entire story. The dance form is more of a 
husband.folk song style where a female singer is the 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. Kerala is 
the first state in the country to secure all 
necessary sanctions for the City Gas 
project, said Abhilesh Gupta, managing 
director of AG & P Pratham, the company 
that implements the project. “The project is 
happening in many Indian states. But it is 
only in Kerala that the sanctions were 
obtained without any hassles,” he said 
during the inauguration of the LNG stations 
established by the company at Kochuveli in 
Thiruvananthapuram and Cherthala in 
Alappuzha.Industries Minister P Rajeeve 
inaugurated the stations virtually. 
According to a statement from the 
minister’s office, the company has 
expressed willingness for investment worth 
Rs 2,500 crore. The Industries Department 
will appoint a nodal office for the project’s 
implementation. The LDF government that 
assumed power in 2021 had promised LNG 
stations in all districts. The new station will 
help in the distribution of piped gas in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and 
Alappuzha. About 7.5 lakh people in these 
three districts will get gas connections as 
part of the project. It will also help in the 
industrial progress of these districts.

Bengaluru 
administration all set 
for Republic Day fete at 
Idgah Maidan

BENGALURU. After hoisting the Tricolour 
at Chamarajpet Idgah Maidan during last 
year’s Independence Day, the Bengaluru 
Urban District Administration is now geared 
up for a grand Republic Day celebration 
there. In preparation for the event, the 
administration has held a meeting with the 
police and other local organisations. Apart 
from the flag-hoisting ceremony, cultural 
programmes will be performed by 
schoolchildren. Also, more police personnel 
has been deployed in the maidan areas to 
prevent any untoward incidents.The 
ownership of the maidan land has been the 
subject of a fierce dispute with the Muslim 
Central Association, on behalf of the Wakf 
Board, continuing to claim the right over the 
land and the Revenue Department asserting 
that it is government property.Backing the 
government’s stance, Hindu outfits, too, 
have been demanding that permission 
should be granted to host festivals of other 
faiths apart from holding of Independence 
Day, Kannada Rajotsava and Republic Day 
celebrations.Following a representation 
from Hindu groups, Deputy Commissioner 
Dayanand had written to the Principal 
Secretary of the Revenue Department 
regarding the celebration. The Bengaluru 
North Revenue Assistant Commissioner has 
been given responsibility for the Republic 
Day celebration here.

CHENNAI.  The body of a six-year-old boy On information, Palur police reached the spot 
who had gone missing was retrieved from a and sent the body to the Chengalpattu 
septic tank inside a village panchayat office G o v e r n m e n t  
premises in Chengalpattu district on H o s p i t a l  f o r  
Sunday evening. The boy had accompanied postmortem. 
his father to fill drinking water cans, said the T h e  p a n c h a y a t  
police. The boy was identified as M office premises is 
Pradeep, a Class 2 student. His father maintained by 
Manikandan (35) is a lorry driver at a secretary Renuka 
private company and his mother does and the pump 
menial jobs in the locality, said the police. o p e r a t o r  
The family resides in Venkatapuram village G u n a s e k a r a n .  
near Palur.  The Venkatapuram village C h e n g a l p a t t u  
panchayat office houses an RO unit to C o l l e c t o r  A R  
provide drinking water to the residents at a Rahul Nadh who 
minimal rate. Villagers pay Rs 7 for a can of w a s  i n f o r m e d  
20 litres, said the police. about the incident 

On Sunday evening, Manikandan went to the issued an order to 
office along with Pradeep to collect water. suspend Renuka 
“While Manikandan was filling the cans, a n d
Pradeep was playing around. After a while, Gunasekaran.Palu
Manikandan noticed Pradeep missing. He r  po l ice  have  
along with the others looked around for the booked the duo 
boy but he was nowhere to be found,” said a but no arrests 
senior police officer. Manikandan then were made till Monday evening. Quoting 
found an open septic tank. On suspicion, he the public, police sources said, a few stray 
looked inside and found Pradeep, said the dogs have fallen inside the septic tank but nearby hospital, where Pradeep was suspect Pradeep accidentally fell inside the 
police. Manikandan pulled out his son and the panchayat members did not close the declared dead on arrival.Police said the tank and hit his head and was rendered 
with the help of others and rushed him to a tank despite repeated requests.opening of the septic tank was narrow. “We unconscious,” said the police officer.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. When J 
Chinchu Rani, Minister for Animal 
Husbandry and Zoos, paid a surprise visit to 
the Thiruvananthapuram Zoo on Monday 
evening, she was in for a shock. Despite 52 
spotted deer and black bucks having 
perished here following a Tuberculosis (TB) 
outbreak, the animal handlers of the zoo had 
not bothered to wear gloves, masks or 

gumboots.Th
e  min i s te r,  
who had come 
unannounced 
to the city zoo 
to take stock 
o f  t h e  
situation, did 
not hide her 
d i sp l easu re  
o v e r  t h e  
lackadaisical 

attitude of the workers. “This is a serious 
lapse on the part of the animal handlers. 
They have not bothered to wear the requisite 
protective gear,” the minister said.On the 
outbreak, she said that a report is awaited 
from the State Institute of Animal Diseases 
(SIAD) in Palode. She also said that the 
institute will conduct an awareness class for 
all the zoo staff on precautions to be taken in 
the instance of an outbreak.As it was a 
holiday, the minister made rounds of the zoo 
on foot before holding talks with the chief 
veterinary surgeon Dr Jacob Alexander and 
other staff members. Alexander has 
requested the director of health services to 
hold a health camp for the zoo staff. It is 
learnt that his request has been forwarded to 
the state and Thiruvananthapuram district 
TB officers. Meanwhile, Dr S Nandakumar, 
Disease Investigation Officer at SIAD told 
T N I E  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  w i t h  t h e  
recommendations will be submitted to the 
state government later this week. 
Tuberculosis, caused by the mycobacterium 
bovis, is a zoonotic disease.

The award by INSA is given every three years to scientists for the best 

research paper published in a reputed journal.

The chief engineers’ 

committee had seconded 

this. Bifurcation of works was 

a common practice then to 

bypass the rule that 

mandates e-tender for works 

above Rs 5 lakh.

Incident takes place at panchayat office in Chengalpattu; secy, pump operator suspended

As a metalhead myself, I can intricately recollect Bangalore’s love for rock and metal music.
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EDITORIAL 6

media personalities with the power to influence In a welcome move aimed at protecting the 
their audiences — with regard to making consumers’ interest in this digital age, the 
choices in the way they shop or give their government has prescribed guidelines for social 
opinion about the socio-politico-economic media influencers, including celebrities and 
aspects of life — is increasing by the day. It is virtual avatars, for endorsing content on 
estimated that at an average growth rate of 20 platforms such as YouTube, Instagram, 
per cent, the size of the social media influencer Facebook and Twitter, for which they get paid in 
market in India, which was Rs 1,275 crore in cash or kind by advertisers. In an attempt to bring 
2022, will rise to Rs 2,800 crore by 2025.transparency in the deals to minimise unfair trade 

practices and misleading promotions, the With the youth leading this massive new-age 
influencers are now required to prominently phenomenon, it is imperative to ensure 
spell out in their content, whether audio, visual or credibility. They must get to weigh their 
live-streamed, the material gains that they choices against the gains made by their role 
receive for backing brands, products, services or models in terms of monetary benefits, gifts, 
experiences. Penalties for violations include discounts, junkets etc. Even the self-regulatory 
fines and a jail sentence. body, the Advertising Standards Council of 

India, had in 2021 mandated that the As smartphones penetrate the last mile, and people 
influencers add a disclosure label to clarify if increasingly spend time surfing the Internet for 
their post includes paid promotion. But everything, the swaying power and reach of over 2.5 million content creators can be gauged from a 

influencer violations accounted for a third of the ads social media personalities with millions of followers report mentioning that advertisement expenditure on 
taken up by the council. The new norms add teeth to are being leveraged by more than 60 per cent of the digital platforms will spiral to nearly $3 billion in five 
the existing law.companies. The massive scale of the market ruled by years. The regulation is vital as the number of social 

Hopes for a new 
world order

Punjab’s agri policy must be all-encompassing

Myanmar, through the Belt and Road link is crucial too and we should consider THERE are not many countries that opt to employ their air 
Initiative, is another security concern bolstering trans-border touristic linkages power against their own citizens. Pakistan has had no 
for India. China’s attempted ‘string of to promote religious tourism via rail and qualms about using its air force against terror elements 
pearls’ policy to circumvent Indian riverine connectivity to places such as in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). 
interests in South Asia needs to be seen Bodh Gaya, as is being done with Sri According to British media reports, the Myanmar air 
in its recent forays into Sri Lanka’s Lanka.force recently carried out a MiG-29 airstrike on Camp 
maritime zone, increased PLA presence Victoria, the military headquarters of the Chin National The Chin rebels had shot down a Myanmar 
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and the Army, near the Mizoram border.Indian government air force helicopter a year ago, quite likely 
Chinese ventures at the Gwadar sources have categorically stated that no bombing took with a shoulder-fired missile. It is 
port.India-Myanmar relations were place over Indian territory. India’s concern amid the intriguing that, as per The Guardian 
built historically along ethnic, cultural unstable situation in Myanmar since the military coup in report, a MiG-29 was used for the 
and religious lines. The 1,600-km-long February 2021, and the standoff between pro- counter-insurgent strike on Camp 
land boundary stretches across democracy forces and the military junta is the large Victoria, though it is not an ideal platform 
Arunachal  Pradesh,  Nagaland,  number of Myanmar rebel elements (50,000 by one for such a mission. Perhaps, the gunship 
Manipur and Mizoram, and a maritime account) fleeing to Mizoram.Linkages between Mi-35 or even a Pilatus-class low-speed 
boundary in the Bay of Bengal. The Christian Chin separatists and anti-national elements aircraft may have been more suitable for 
porous border is highly vulnerable to within India need to be monitored with appropriate use such a mission. India could offer it 
infiltration. A 2.5-million-strong of our reconnaissance (including using unmanned aerial operational training in MiG-29s, Su-30s 
Indian-origin diaspora and treaties of vehicles) and intelligence sources.There are known and Mi-35s with suitable inter-
friendship dating back to 1951 had laid ethnic linkages between the Chin National Front rebels governmental quid pro quo. It is learnt 
foundations for a strong bond between and Indian Naga tribes in Mizoram. Though the that most of its JF-17s are grounded and it 
the neighbours. There are several relations between both countries have been friendly could be enticed to opt for the Tejas 
institutional mechanisms established since 1993, Myanmar’s proclivity to cosy up to the initially and then Tejas 2.
overs the years to facilitate regular Chinese has been worrisome. Chinese and Russian Commando training with the Army’s Though India needs to promote democratic elements in 
dialogue on a range of bilateral issues; so, tackling cross-hardware freely flows into Myanmar, especially for its counter-insurgency establishment and, possibly, even Myanmar to the extent possible, it needs to ensure that 
border terror should not pose a major issue. The five Bs air force, now equipped with modern aircraft such as the the Indian Navy’s MARCOS, could be considered to bilateral ties do not get compromised adversely by the 
that encompass bilateral ties are Buddhism, business, Su-30, MiG-29, JF-17, Q-5, F-7, Mi-35 and FTC- draw the Myanmarese into a cooperative counter-terror political instability there. India has been playing host to 
Bollywood, Bharatanatyam and Burma teak. The 2000.The Myanmar air force has nearly 290 aircraft, ambit. Our experience in dealing with the Maoist terror the military of Myanmar, albeit on a relatively modest 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral including helicopters and transport planes, which elements would come in handy in this training. Insurgent scale. The Defence Services Staff College has been one 
Technical and Economic Cooperation) free trade constitute reasonably viable air power, though it is not groups such as the National Socialist Council of such avenue open to the Myanmarese.
agreement further enables sound bilateral trade between really a tangible threat to the Indian Air Force. Another Nagaland (NSCN) and United Liberation Front of Asom In view of the Chin rebel issue and the unresolved 
the two countries.India has been abstaining from recent airstrike by the Myanmar air force against Kachin rebels (ULFA) could also seek refuge in Myanmarese Rohingya crisis, it would be prudent to promote 
UN sanction motions against the Myanmar junta. The further north in October last year is known to have killed sanctuaries. Besides, several drug smugglers and calculated, increased military training between the two 
intent has been to not vitiate bilateral relations. The 80 civilians. Similar air attacks have been reported traffickers of wildlife products also transit this border, countries. In this context, the course to become a 
government there has been supportive in tackling along Myanmar’s borders with Thailand and seeking shelter across. The inhospitable terrain and qualified flying instructor and other courses at our 
insurgents operating across the borders. Myanmar has Bangladesh. riverine landscape further aid organised crime with Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment 
relied on Indian Covid vaccines in preference to the India has been resisting getting directly involved in insurgencies. India needs to be proactive in checking may be considered to augment confidence-building and 
Chinese ones and traditionally its military has greater Myanmar’s internal situation, mainly to protect its own cross-border activity from Myanmar.goodwill between the two governments.The Buddhism 
regard for the Indian military than for the PLA.strategic interests vis-a-vis China. China’s presence in 

Protecting the consumer

TAKEN together, the speeches made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar at the Voice of Global 
South Summit in New Delhi on January 13 herald 
a new thinking in foreign policy. India is deftly 
adjusting itself to the decline of the West and 
greeting the emerging multipolarity and 
multilateralism. In the historic transition 
underway in the world order, India views the 
Global South as its ‘natural constituency.’The 
thought processes reflected in the speeches by 
Modi and Jaishankar are bold and progressive. 
The main themes can be summarised as follows: 
India’s disquiet over the increasing geopolitical 
fragmentation of the international landscape and 
the iniquities of the UN system where ‘some 
powers have been singularly focused on their own 
advantage’; the urgent need for fundamental 
reform of major international organisations, 
especially the Bretton Woods institutions, with 
focus on giving voice to the concerns of the 
developing world and ‘reflecting the realities of 
the 21st century’; ‘the burdens of a colonial past, 
even as we face the inequities of the current world 
order’; ‘more multipolarity and reformed 
multilateralism’; ‘greater diversification and 
localisation of capabilities’; and, the lop-sided 
composition of the G20 that is weighed against 
the Global South.Jaishankar rejected the 
collective West’s destructive attempts to polarise 
the world order — ‘us vs them mindset’ — and 
asserted: “From decolonisation movements to 
resisting alignment in the face of a deeply 
polarised world, the Global South has always 
shown the middle path. The path where 
diplomacy, dialogue and cooperation take 
primacy over competition, conflict, and 
divisions.”

Jaishankar said: “Whether it is the impact of the 
Covid pandemic, climate change, terrorism, 
ongoing conflicts and debt crises, the search for 
solutions do not give due weight to the needs and 
aspirations of the Global South. We therefore 
want to ensure that India’s G-20 Presidency 
gathers that voice, the perspectives, the priorities 
of the Global South, and articulates that clearly in 
its debates.”Such a vision is being expounded 
from New Delhi after a long time. Since the early 
1990s, when Indian diplomacy incrementally 
began turning its back on the Global South, it 
preferred to work with the western agenda to reset 
the norms of global governance. Essentially, the 
so-called ‘Washington consensus’ aimed at 
preserving the domination of the rich western 
bloc through an ingenious way of coalition-
building with a clutch of developing countries 
that played a subaltern role. The G20 epitomises 
the paradigm under the rubric of the ‘rules-based 
order.’In a memorable instance, Barack Obama 
showered fulsome praise on our then PM at the 
G20 summit in Toronto in 2010, saying 
“Whenever the Indian Prime Minister speaks, the 
whole world listens to him.” He knew, we knew 
and the whole world knew that it was classic 
‘Obamaspeak,’ without any fixed meaning in 
what he said. But those were heady times soon 
after the US-India nuclear deal.Our elites were 
led to believe that India’s interests are best served 
by acting as a ‘bridge.’ But it has become crystal 
clear from Washington’s confrontation with 
Russia (and China) that there is no willingness for 
a broad-based equitable world order. G7 is once 
again imposing its diktat — even on the global oil 
market. Meanwhile, the epochal confrontation in 
Ukraine exposed that the ‘rules-based order’ in 
reality translates as the West’s hegemonic 
position in the world.Therefore, it came as no 
surprise when Jaishankar noted in his speech with 
bitterness and disenchantment that “Those who 
were promised an interconnected world now 
actually see a world with higher walls.” He was 
referring to the host of unkept promises by the 
rich countries, the debris of which is lying all 
around — the burden of developing climate 
resilience, industrialisation without carbonising, 
for instance — “all at the same time, while 
managing disruptions and uncertainties in global 
supply chains.

The Punjab Government’s decision to have a ‘new’ 
agriculture policy by March 31 is a welcome step as the 
state’s agriculture sector has been under great stress for 
long. As a matter of fact, it will be the first, rather than a 
‘new’, agriculture policy since the advent of the Green 
Revolution and reorganisation of Punjab in 1966.

The Punjab State Farmers’ Commission had prepared two 
draft agriculture policies, one in 2013 and another in 
2018, and submitted them to the government. I was part of 
the discussant groups of both drafts. Unfortunately, the 
then governments not even discussed those drafts, what to 
talk of finalising a policy. It showed the then 
governments’ callous attitude towards agriculture and, 
thereby, the state’s economy.

The ongoing crisis in agriculture and deceleration of 
Punjab’s economic growth can largely be attributed to the 
prolonged apathy of the powers that be. Let us hope that 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann keeps his promise 
and the agriculture policy sees the light of day. The 
constitution of a committee, and its composition, to 
formulate the agriculture policy is an indication that the 
government means business.Since the terms of reference 
of the committee are not known yet, it is expected that the 
committee would come up with an all-encompassing 
agriculture policy having a clear thrust on sustainable 
agricultural development, benefitting all stakeholders, 

or state is organically interconnected. should be an integral part of the agriculture policy.especially small farmers and agricultural labourers. The 
The agriculture policy would also have to address the issues While moving towards crop diversification, one thing that first and foremost task of the committee must be to 

of rising debt burden on farmers and agricultural must be kept in mind is that the farmers are assured at least diagnose various ailments, challenges and opportunities 
labourers and the increasing number of suicides by them. as much per-acre income from alternative crops as they in the agriculture sector as a whole.
Crop diversification leading to the diversion of are getting from wheat-paddy crop rotation. That would Punjab’s agriculture model, developed mainly to grow 
substantial area away from paddy so as to reduce require R&D in alternative crops and remunerative prices more food for teeming millions, has been a grand success 
excessive dependence on groundwater is another uphill of those crops and incentive to farmers to shift to the and the country got rid of the problem of perpetual food 
task. It is an established fact that in the form of rice, alternative crop. Area planning and risk insurance would shortage. In the process, Punjab overexploited its natural 
Punjab has been virtually exporting its river waters and also be of great help.Marketing of alternative crops would resources to the extent that its soil health and groundwater 
groundwater. Out of the total groundwater consumed in be another major challenge. In view of the changing are exhausted. Overuse of chemical fertilisers, pesticides 
producing rice, around 82 per cent is used in producing consumption habits of the people and emerging issues and weedicides have polluted its air and water. Thus, the 
Punjab’s contribution to the central pool. under the World Trade Organisation regime, market policy must focus on sustainable agricultural 

intelligence in the agricultural sector should also be a part Promoting organic farming may also be of some help. On development, rejuvenating soil health, crop 
of the policy.Management of paddy straw and residue of crop diversification, the reports of Johl Committee-1 diversification and water conservation.
other crops, along with in-situ incorporation and ex-situ (1986) and Johl Committee-2 (2002) may still be Other serious concerns are the ever-increasing cost of 
gainful usage, should also be the focus of the policy. relevant. Surface-water harnessing and conservation, cultivation, declining net per-acre income and shrinking 
Absorbing surplus workforce in agriculture would be along with deteriorating quality of water and employment in agriculture. The solutions to all these 
another important area of concern. All this require a waterlogging, also need serious attention.problems may not be found within the agriculture sector 
medium and long-term roadmap which, in turn, would Ever-increasing dependence on groundwater, mainly due to alone. It would require more value addition to the 
require adequate public investment in the agriculture paddy, is not only heavily exploiting the aquifer layers, agricultural produce by way of processing and involving 
sector. There may be numerous other challenges which but also leading to greater consumption of electricity by rural youth in a big way.In other words, the foremost 
the committee may have to address.In view of these way of increasing brake horsepower of motors. In the challenge is how to make agriculture cost-effective, 
challenges, the stipulated time period (up to March 31) for water sector, the biggest challenge is how to break the environmentally sustainable and employment-oriented 
preparing and finalising any comprehensive agriculture paddy-water-energy nexus.During my recent visit to so that it not only increases the farmers’ income, but also 
policy and that too the first one may not be sufficient. California, I witnessed a very long portion of a canal benefits other stakeholders. The agriculture policy must 
Once finalised, the policy would have to be implemented (many miles in length) having sunk into the ground due to be, thus, all-encompassing and intertwined with the 
in letter and spirit as even the best of policies fail for want excessive mining of groundwater by tubewells. I wish we industrial policy in particular and the macroeconomic 
of implementation, mainly owing to the lack of political may not face such a situation.Incidentally, Punjab, so far, policy in general as economic development of any region 
and administrative will.does not have any water policy. We must have one and it 

Norms to check endorsements by social media influencers

Editorial

The policy must focus on sustainable agricultural development, rejuvenating soil health, crop diversification and water conservation. Ever-increasing cost of cultivation, declining net per-acre income and shrinking employment in 
agriculture are among the major issues. The solutions to these problems may not be found within the farm sector alone. It would require more value addition to the farm produce by way of processing and involving rural youth in a big way.

In view of the Chin rebel issue and the unresolved Rohingya crisis, it would be prudent to promote increased military training between India and Myanmar. 
India could offer it operational training in MiG-29s, Su-30s and Mi-35s with suitable inter-governmental quid pro quo.

India wary of instability in Myanmar
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New Delhi.International Society of 
Krishna Consciousness (Iskcon) 
authorities have termed the recent 
string of attacks on Hindu temples in 
Australia as “worrisome” and 
demanded the arrest of those 
responsible.Iskcon Kolkata vice 
president Radharaman Das also 
blamed inaction by police in Australia 
for the increasing frequency of such 
incidents.“Increasing incidents of 
attacks on Hindu temples in Australia 
is worrisome. In last 15 days, 3 
temples were vandalised. If police 
would've taken immediate steps, then 
it wouldn't have happened. Police 
must arrest culprits,” said Das.The 
reaction comes after an IskconTemple worship, the report said. on the walls when devotees arrived for 
located in the Albert Park area of Pongal festivities.Before that, on “A complaint has been filed with 
Melbourne was attacked and defaced January 12, the Swaminarayan Victoria Police and CCTV footage is 
with anti-India graffiti by unidentified Temple in Melbourne was defaced being provided to assist them in their 
miscreants. According to a report by with anti-India graffiti.pursuit of culprits,” said Bhakta Das, 
The Australia Today, the walls of the 

Director of Communication for Iskcon Condemning the attack on Hindu 
Iskcon Temple were sprayed with pro-

Temple.The attack came close on the temples in Australia, India said the 
Khalistan slogans.

heels of a similar incident of matter has been raised with the 
Temple authorities said they were vandalism at the historic Shri Shiva Australian government in Canberra 

shocked and outraged over the blatant Vishnu Temple in Carrum Downs. and asked for an expeditious 
disregard for respect for a place of Anti-Hindu slogans were seen daubed investigation against the perpetrators.

2 women IPS officers attain DGP rank in Punjab

Must arrest culprits, says Iskcon after 3 
Hindu temples vandalised in Australia

said.Training her guns at the BJP-led sections of the society vote for two gets majority then how will the Prime New Delhi. What may further escalate the war 
dispensation at the Centre, Atishi said, "The completely different parties in the state and Minister or Chief Minister be elected. or words between Delhi’s ruling Aam Aadmi 
basic structure of the constitution warrants centre elections. Elections rather than being a Because elections can be held only Party and the Centre, the former has strongly 
the country a parliamentary form of democratic exercise will become a game of after 5 years, in this situation, buying opposed the proposal of ‘One Nation, One 
democracy. The legislature can scrutinise the money and muscle. This process will replace and selling of MLAs will be legal and Election’, calling it “unconstitutional'' and 
government through questions, resolutions, the Parliamentary system in its spirit and constitutional."She concluded by ''against the principles of democracy.” The 
no-confidence motions, adjournment principle" she continued.Atishi also said, saying."Overall, to save Rs 5,000 crore Arvind Kejriwal-led party held a press 
motions and debates. The government lasts "By introducing the "constructive vote of no- rupees in 5 years i.e. to save the conference on Monday during which it said 
until the time it has the confidence of the confidence", simultaneous elections will expenditure of one thousand crore that the Centre’s proposal is a ''front to 
house. But in the One Nation One Election undermine democracy and the people`s right rupees in one year, the democracy of legitimise BJP`s alleged 'Operation Lotus' 
plan, this whole concept gets altered." to elect their representatives and hold them our country, and the people`s rule are and legalise the sale and purchase of 

accountable. In today`s situation, elections being put in danger today. Aam Aadmi MLAs.''Addressing the press conference, The AAP MLA said that if the proposal is 
are held again and the people have the right to Party strongly opposes this proposal of senior AAP leader and MLA Atishi said, “If cleared then the resource-and-cash-rich 
take their decision again. And the public can `One Nation, One Election`. It is no party gets a majority, then MLAs and MPs parties will suppress the issues of states with can run for many years despite not having a 
elect a new government by voting again. But unconstitutional and it is against the principle can elect CMs and PM through a direct the help of money and muscle power, and majority in the House, as elections can only 
in the `One Nation, One Election` system, of democracy.""The elections are held presidential-style vote.” Delhi’s ruling party also the decision of voters will be affected if be held after five years," she added.The MLA 
people will have to wait till the next election." simultaneously then state-centric issues will has submitted a 12-page reply to National simultaneous elections of the Lok Sabha and said, "The Proposed mechanism for selection 

get absolved from the public discourse Law Commission, highlighting its concerns assemblies are held."The elections are held "There is another very dangerous thing in this o f  P M / C M  i n  c a s e  o f  h u n g  
because it will become a game controlled by against the proposal for One Nation One simultaneously then state-centric issues will proposal which is called 'Constructive vote of parliament/assembly is impractical, 
powerful and resource-rich parties," the AAP Election. The Parliament has the power to get absolved from the public discourse no confidence' i.e. if any government falls d a n g e r o u s  a n d  w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  
spokesperson stated. "There are patterns that amend the Constitution. Still, it cannot alter because it will become a game controlled by after a no-confidence motion, then the same institutionalised defection of legislators. The 
indicate that various sections of the society its basic structure, as held by a 13 judge- powerful and resource-rich parties," the AAP Chief Minister or Prime Minister will remain most dangerous aspect of the proposal of 
vote for two completely different parties in bench of SC in the landmark judgement of spokesperson stated. in his post until someone else forms his `One Nation, One Election` is that ̀ if suppose 
the state and centre elections. Kesavananda Bharati case, the AAP MLA government. This means that governments "There are patterns that indicate that various no one`s government is formed or no party 

AAP Opposes Centre, Says 'One Nation, One Election Proposal 
Unconstitutional, Against Principles of Democracy'

while Opinderjit Singh Ghuman, 
who is Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Muktsar, has been given the 
additional charge of Assistant 
Inspector General, Anti-Gangster 
Task Force (Faridkot range), as per 
the order.Tarn Taran SSP Gurmeet 
SinghChauhan has been given the 
additional charge of AIG, AGTF 
(Border range), while Harmandeep 
Singh Hans has been posted as the 
AIG,  Coun te r  In t e l l i gence ,  On Saturday, the Punjab government 

Mohali.Ajay Gandhi has been posted transferred 15 IPS and nine Punjab 
as the SP Investigation, Bathinda, Police Service (PPS) officers with 
while Shubham Agarwal will be the immediate effect.Senior IPS officer 
Additional Deputy Commissioner of BL Meena has been posted as the 
Police, Ludhiana.Maninder Singh has Inspec tor  Genera l  o f  Po l ice  New Delhi.  Two women IPS officers in 
been posted as SP, Headquarters, Tarn (Intelligence) Mohali, while S Punjab are now the first to attain the 
Taran, while Mohd Sarfaraz will be the Boopathi has been given the charge of rank of Director General of Police 
SP City, Patiala, according to the Deputy Inspector General of Police, (DGP).Gurpreet Kaur Deo and Shashi 
order.Jyoti Yadav has been posted as Administration, an official order Prabha Dwivedi are now among the 
the SP, Headquarters, Mansa, and stated.Narinder Bhargav has been seven Additional DGP rank officers 
Randhir Kumar as SP, Investigation, posted as DIG, NRI, Ludhiana, while promoted as DGP, taking the total 
Ferozepur.Among the Punjab Police Naveen Singla has been given the number of people holding the top 
Service officers who have been shifted charge of DIG Intelligence.Kuldeep police rank in the state to 13.15 IPS, 9 
are Ravcharan Singh Brar, Varinder Singh has been posted as the PPS OFFICERS TRANSFERRED IN 
Singh and Harmeet Singh Hundal.Commissioner of Police, Jalandhar, PUNJAB

Teen Stabbed Outside 
Tuition In South Delhi, 

Attacker Arrested
New Delhi. A man was arrested and his minor 

brother was detained for allegedly stabbing a 17-
year-old student outside a coaching centre in South 
Delhi's Sangam Vihar, police said on Tuesday.

The student, Abhishek, sustained head injuries and is 
undergoing treatment at the All India Institute of 
Medical Science's (AIIMS) Trauma Centre, an 
official said.A case has been registered for 
attempted murder and criminal intimidation. 
Further investigation is on, an official said.

The accused, Shishpal (25), who often created 
ruckus outside the tuition centre, said an official 
familiar with the matter.Police said they received a 
PCR call around 8.43 pm on Monday, informing 

them that someone had beaten a student at G Block 
in Sangam Vihar. "The caller also informed a 
student has suffered injuries on his head," an 
official said."During the preliminary enquiry, it 
was found that one AD Mahesh, a resident of 
Sangam Vihar runs a tuition Centre for the students 
for Classes 1 to 12. Shishpal and the juvenile used 
to make noise in front of the tuition centre every 
day," an official said. "On Monday, he again 
screamed and shouted, and abused passersby," 
they added."When Mahesh attempted to pacify 
him, Shishpal started abusing which led to a clash. 
Hearing the noise, the students came outside," an 
official familiar with the matter said.Shispal's 
younger brother rushed there with a knife and gave 
it to Shishpal who allegedly stabbed one of the 
students on his head multiple times," the official 
added.Official added that Abhishek became 
unconscious after the attack, adding,"both the 
accused rushed inside their house".

"Police and the people rushed there immediately and 
shifted the injured Abhishek to the Majidia 
hospital from where he was referred to AIIMS 
Trauma Centre," they added.Police said they have 
recorded the statement of Mahesh.

"Later, Shishpal and his younger brother started 
throwing bricks at the public from the roof of their 
house. Luckily, no one was injured. Police reached 
the roof of their house and caught them both," an 
official familiar with the matter said.

New Delhi. Clouds shrouded the skies over Delhi on 
Tuesday morning with the India Meteorological 
Department predicting light rain during the day. The 
national capital is also likely to witness cloudy skies 
and light rain on Republic Day, it said. The Safdarjung 
Observatory, Delhi's primary weather station, logged a 
minimum temperature of 12.3 degrees

Celsius, around five notches above normal and the 
highest this month so far, owing to the cloudy weather. 
The maximum temperature is likely to settle around 24 
degrees Celsius.The city had recorded a maximum 

temperature of 25.9 degrees Celsius on Monday -- the 
highest in the month in four years -- according to India 
Meteorological Department data.Clouds trap heat that 
gets through during the day, keeping night-time 
temperatures above normal. However, cloudy weather 
reduces daytime temperatures by preventing exposure 
to the sun. 

Delhi Weather: IMD Predicts 
Rainfall Today Amid Cloudy 
Skies

Gurpreet Kaur Deo and 

Shashi Prabha Dwivedi - 

two women IPS officers in 

Punjab are now the first to 

attain the rank of  Director 

General of  Police (DGP) in 

the state.

Delhi MCD Mayor Election 2023: House 
to Elect Mayor, Deputy Mayor

and Ashu Thakur are the AAP's New Delhi: The municipal House after 
contenders for the post of mayor. The the recent high-stakes civic polls in 
BJP has nominated Rekha Gupta.The the national capital will reconvene on 
nominees for the post of deputy mayor Tuesday during which the mayor and 
are Aaley Mohammad Iqbal and Jalaj deputy mayor of Delhi are slated to be 
Kumar (AAP) and Kamal Bagri (BJP). elected, weeks after the first session 
Besides the mayor and the deputy was adjourned following a ruckus 
mayor, six members of the MCD's between the AAP and the BJP. 
standing committee are also slated to be Following the mayoral poll, Delhi oath first, despite the fierce opposition by 

elected during the municipal House. The will get a mayor for the city as a whole the AAP in the last meeting.The agenda 
post of mayor in the national capital sees after a gap of 10 years. for the January 24 meeting mentioned 
five single-year terms on a rotation basis, that councillors and members nominated The maiden meeting of the newly elected 
with the first year being reserved for as per the DMC Act, 1957 (amended in 2 5 0 - m e m b e r  M C D  ( M u n i c i p a l  
women, second for open category, third 2022) will take the oath. However, it does Corporation of Delhi) House on January 
for reserved category, and the remaining not specify the sequence of the oath-6 was adjourned without electing the 
two again for the open category.Delhi taking.The civic polls were held on mayor and the deputy mayor amid loud 
will thus get a woman mayor this year. December 4 and the counting of votes protests by Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
The voters for the election of the mayor took place on December 7. The AAP had councillors over the presiding officer's 
are 250 councillors, seven Lok Sabha and emerged as a clear winner in the polls, decision to administer oath to the 10 
three Rajya Sabha MPs from Delhi and bagging 134 wards and ending the aldermen first. As per the schedule shared 
14 MLAs nominated by the Legislative Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) 15-year by the MCD, House proceedings will 
Assembly. The Delhi Assembly Speaker rule in the civic body. The BJP won 104 begin at 11 am.Presiding officer Satya 
has nominated one BJP MLA and 13 AAP wards to finish second while the Sharma said on Monday that the Lt 
MLAs to the MCD.Congress won nine seats. Shelly Oberoi Governor-appointed aldermen will take 

UP: 12 cops booked for 
murder for man accused of  
cow slaughter
New Delhi.  As many as 12 policemen have been 

booked for allegedly killing a man after accusing him 
of cow slaughter in Deoband of Uttar Pradesh’s 
Saharanpur district. The policemen allegedly called 
the victim, identified as Zeeshan, and then killed him.

The incident happened last year in September. 
Reportedly, the policemen killed Zeeshan in a forest 
and alleged that he was involved in cow slaughter. As 
per the relatives of the victim, the policemen said that 
Zeeshan was killed after being shot by one of his 
friends and the former had a pistol in his hand.The 
relatives of the victim were not satisfied with the 
encounter and explanation. They then filed a 
complaint in Deoband Kotwali against the policemen 
alleging a fake encounter by them. When the police did 
not take any action, they approached the court.After 
the policemen were found guilty, the court ordered to 
register a murder case against the policemen, 
including three sub-inspectors and nine constables.

Isha Raza, brother of deceased Zeeshan, expressed his 
happiness over the court’s decision.

ZSince the merger of  its three 

divisions last year, the civic body 

has made two attempts to elect its 

first single mayor in ten years.
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Sensex, Nifty rise for 2nd 
straight session; financial 
stocks continue rally

Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
tells staff  job cuts avoided 
'much worse' issues

credit for $3.6 million as NEW DE:HI.Under new 
security, which Twitter was owner Elon Musk, Twitter 
required to increase to $10 Inc. quit paying rent on its San 
million if there were a Francisco headquarters in 
transfer in control, which December, according to a 
occur red  when  Musk  l a w s u i t  f i l e d  b y  t h e  
bought the company in landlord.The social media 
October for $44 billion.company failed to pay the 

$3.36 million December rent Twitter argued it didn’t have 
for its offices at 1355 Market to boost the line of credit, 
Street and the $3.42 million a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
for January rent, Sri Nine complaint.Sri Nine said it 
Market Square LLC, the drew upon the existing line 
owner of the building, said in of credit to cover the 
a lawsuit filed Monday in December rent of $3.36 
state court in California. million and a portion of the 

January rent, leaving the Since taking over Twitter, the 
balance of the line of credit billionaire has been slashing on the witness stand in a securities 

at $1.Sri Nine is seeking to recover the costs. He’s fired half the staff, held fraud trial in San Francisco where he is 
unpaid rent and a court declaration that back rent on the company’s other defending his tweet to take Tesla Inc. 
Twitter is in breach of the lease for offices around the world and refused to private. He’s set to return Tuesday to 
failing to increase the line of credit to pay some outstanding bills, such as a jet finish his testimony.Twitter rents more 
$10 million.Twitter, which has charter. Those measures come as Musk than 460,000 square feet of space on 
disbanded its public relations is facing his first payment on the $12.5 eight floors of the San Francisco 
department, didn’t respond to a request billion in debt he took on to acquire building, according to the complaint. 
for comment.Twitter.The suit also comes with Musk Sri Nine Market Square held a letter of 

Budget 2023: Govt may peg lower 
nominal GDP growth, says report

Twitter sued over failure to pay Dec rent 
on San Francisco headquarters

earlier this month has intensified that That partnership remains in place, 
pressure, analysts said.The company F o r d  a n d  V o l k s w a g e n  
wants to axe up to 2,500 jobs in product representatives said, though Ford's 
development and up to 700 in U.S. spokesperson added that 
administrative roles, with German Volkswagen's role in Ford's next 
locations most affected, IG Metall said. generation of European electric 

v e h i c l e s  w a s  s t i l l  t o  b e  Workers at the U.S. carmaker's Cologne 
determined.However, it warned last site, which employs about 14,000 people - 
June of "significant" job cuts in the including 3,800 at a development centre 
near term at its factory in Spain and in the Merkenich area - were informed of 
its plant in Saarlouis, Germany, as the plans at works council meetings on 
the shift to EV production meant it Monday.Ford's spokesperson in Germany 
would require fewer labour hours to declined to comment, referring to a Cologne plant to make an all-electric assemble cars.Ford's pretax profit statement on Friday in which it said that model for the mass market. The plant margins in Europe were 2.2% of sales for the shift to production of electric vehicles currently produces the Ford Fiesta as well New Delhi.  Ford Motor Co plans to cut up the first nine months of 2022, well below (EVs) requires structural changes and it as engines and transmissions.The to 3,200 jobs across Europe and move levels in North America. It also warned in would not say more until plans are carmaker, which employs about 45,000 some product development work to the October of weakening economic finalised.A spokesperson at  the people in Europe, is planning seven new United States, Germany's IG Metall union conditions in Europe.If negotiations automaker's headquarters in Michigan electric models in the region, a battery said on Monday, vowing action that between the works council  and said discussions with the German works assembly site in Germany and a nickel would disrupt the carmaker across the management in coming weeks do not councils were continuing and that the cell manufacturing joint venture in continent if the cuts go ahead. ensure the future of workers, we will join company needs to be "more competitive" Turkey as part of a major EV push on the the process," IG Metall said.Rising costs for electric vehicle battery as it transitions to EVs. He would not continent.It also has a partnership with materials and projected slowdowns in comment on specific job plans. "We will not hold back from measures that Volkswagen to produce 1.2 million U.S. and European economies are putting could seriously impact the company, not Ford last year announced a $2 billion vehicles on the German carmaker's MEB pressure on automakers to cut expenses. just in Germany but Europe-wide."investment to expand production at its electric platform over six years.The EV price war launched by Tesla Inc 

Ford to cut up to 3,200 jobs across 
Europe as global slowdown worsens

New Delhi.  to support domestic consumption The Union Budget 2023 is 
just days away and Finance Minister could lead to a widening current 

account deficit (CAD), which was at Nirmala Sitharaman will present the 
4.4 per cent of the GDP in the July-plan for the next financial year at a 
September quarter, much higher than time when India faces multiple growth 
the 2.2 per cent in the previous quarter.challenges. A report has now 

Rising commodity prices and a weaker highlighted that the government is 
likely to project a lower nominal GDP rupee have been major factors behind 

the rise in CAD.growth in FY24.
Fiscal consolidation to be in focusTwo government officials quoted in a 

Reuters report said the nominal GDP Meanwhile, the real GDP growth is quoted in the report.For FY23, the 
growth could be pegged at 11 per cent expected to be pegged at 6-6.5 per cent government expects a nominal growth 
in the budget next week, marking a in the Economic Survey of 2022/23, of 15.4 per cent.A lower growth in 
slowdown from its estimate for the according to one of the officials quoted nominal GDP growth could hamper 
ongoing financial year that ends in in the report. The second official also gross tax collection growth rate next 
March. Weaker exports have been said that it would be under 7 per cent.year, which is likely to fall to 8 per cent 
highlighted as a key factor.Nominal in FY24 from 14.5 per cent in the It may be noted that the Economic Survey 
GDP growth, which includes inflation ongoing year due to the base effect, is tabled a day before the budget, which 
and is the benchmark used to estimate IDFC Bank Gaura Sengupta, an is presented on February 1. The survey 
tax collections, could be under pressure economist at IDFC First Bank told may also caution the government from 
due to a potential global demand Reuters.One of the officials quoted in announcing populist measures ahead of 
slowdown next year, triggered by a the Reuters report explained that a fall the general elections in 2024, as fiscal 
recession in the US, as per the sources in exports and continued rise in imports consolidation remains a priority.

India to enter green bond market with 
$1 billion debut auction on Wednesday

New Delhi. 

Asian nation doesn’t have any domestic “We expect strong demand for India’s first 
green-dedicated debt funds. “There is no issuance of sovereign green debt from 
ready mandate for domestic entities to both domestic as well as foreign 
buy green bonds and there is a need to portfolio investors,” said Parul Mittal 
create awareness about it,” said Naveen Sinha, head of India financial markets at 
Singh, head of trading at ICICI Standard Chartered Plc in Mumbai. 
Secur i t i e s  P r imary  Dea le r sh ip  Nomura Holdings Plc and Barclays Plc 
Ltd.Indian companies typically issue said the same.This offering will be sold 
green bonds on the offshore market, in 5-year and 10-year tenors via a 
where demand has been robust. A recent uniform price auction on Jan. 25; a 
$1 billion issue by the Export-Import second, similar offering is set for Feb. 9. 
Bank of India was oversubscribed by Its proceeds will be used for unspecified 

Bank analysts, along with traders more than 100%.“We expect demand projects that align with India’s green 
interviewed by Bloomberg, expect from foreign portfolio investors (FPI) to bond framework.Together, they make a 
India’s inaugural sale to yield a smaller increase over time as more ESG non-modest trial balloon for the country’s 

India’s first sovereign green greenium of 2-3 basis points.Part of the resident funds get set up with local broader goals for green finance. Prime 
bond will go to auction Wednesday, and reason may be a tepid reaction from the currency mandates, and obtain FPI Minister Narendra Modi has ambitious 
policy makers have laid the groundwork global market. The bonds will be issued license to invest in debt markets in India,” plans for renewable energy and projects 

under the “Fully Accessible Route,” to ensure a successful debut.Authorities StanChart’s Sinha said.that bolster the country’s resilience to 
have promoted the 80 billion rupee ($984 which allows unlimited holdings by e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  a n d  h i g h e r  If this sovereign auction is over-subscribed 

foreigners, but some foreign investors temperatures, and India has said it hopes million) issue to the country’s biggest and the cutoff yield materially lower than 
may be put off by currency risks. The issuing green bonds will enable it to raise domestic asset managers, including state- regular government bonds, it would 
Indian issue also allows proceeds to be money at relatively lower costs.That will run insurers and pension funds as well as encourage larger green issuance next 
used for compressed natural gas in public be more challenging. Greeniums — foreign investors. The insurance industry year.“The government is testing waters 
transport, which may limit appeal to some discounted rates for environmental by issuing a rupee green bond,” said regulator will allow the bonds to count 
green investors.Asia’s third largest projects — have been shrinking globally. toward insurers’ required infrastructure Ashhish Vaidya, head of treasury at DBS 
economy will need to lean more on local Thailand’s sustainable bond issuance in Bank in Mumbai. “It will be interesting to investments. Banks can use it toward 
investors, who may be unwilling to pay September was priced at a coupon 8 basis see whether the global green pool of funds mandatory government holdings, nd 
extra for a green issuance. The South points lower than comparable Thai bonds. are willing to invest in a INR issue.”there’s no limit for foreign buyers.

Banks locker revised 
agreement deadline 

extended: Check new dates, 
agreement period and more

Mumbai. The RBI on Monday extended the time 
till December-end for banks to enter into revised 
agreements with safe deposit locker holders as a 
large number of customers are yet to do so.

In August, 2021 the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
had asked banks to enter into revised agreements 
with the existing locker holders by January 1, 
2023 in view of various developments in the area 
of banking and technology, nature of consumer 
grievances and also the feedback received.

"However, it has come to the notice of RBI that a 
large number of customers are yet to sign the 
revised agreement."In many cases, the banks are 
yet to inform the customers about the need to do 
so before the stipulated date (January 1, 2023)," 
the central bank said in a statement while 
extending the deadline for banks to complete the 
process of renewal of agreements for the existing 
safe deposit lockers in a phased manner by 
December 31, 2023.Banks have been asked to 
notify all their customers of the revised 
requirements by April 30, 2023 and ensure that at 

least 50 per cent and 75 per cent of their existing 
customers have executed the revised agreements 
by June 30 and September 30, 2023, 
respectively.Banks also have to facilitate 
execution of the fresh/supplementary stamped 
agreements with their customers by taking 
measures such as arranging stamp papers, 
electronic execution of agreement, e-stamping, 
and providing a copy of the executed agreement 
to the customer.The RBI also said in cases where 
operations in lockers have been frozen for non-
execution of agreement by January 1, 2023, "the 
same shall be unfrozen with immediate effect".

The August 2021 guidelines pertain to customer 
due diligence, model locker agreement, locker 
rent, security of strong rooms, and attachment 
and recovery of contents in a locker and the 
articles by any law enforcement authority, 
among others.The RBI further said there is a 
need for revision in the Model Agreement 
drafted by the Indian Banks' Association (IBA) 
to fully comply with the revised instructions.

New Delhi.  For the second day in a row, both gold and 
silver are trading on the higher side of the Multi 
Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Tuesday, January 24.

Gold futures, maturing on February 3, 2023, recorded a 
hike of Rs 235 and 0.41 per cent and were retailing at 
Rs 57,099 per 10 grams on the MCX.Similarly, silver 
futures maturing on March 3, 2023, also recorded a 
jump of Rs 346 or 0.51 per cent, and were trading at Rs 
68,420 per kg.Gold and silver prices stood at Rs 56,815 
per 10 grams and Rs 67,964 per kg on the MCX 
respectively when the market closed on Monday.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR CITIES
Notably, the gold and silver prices in India depend on 

several factors, including the value of the rupee against 
the dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in 
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious 
metals.

Gold, silver price : Precious 
metals record hike on MCX | 
Check latest rates

New Delhi. Maruti Suzuki India is probing allegations 
of fraud and wrongdoing by some company executives 
in its purchase department, a report by The Economic 
Times said. It is being done based on a complaint filed 
by a whistleblower."After a thorough investigation, 
the company will take strict action if required," a 
person aware of developments told ET. "The Japanese 
parent of the company is ruthless in dealing with 
anything related to irregularities in financials, as it is a 
serious corporate governance issue," the person 
added.KPMG has been tasked with carrying out a 
forensic investigation. The company has taken 
possession of the laptops and phones of the executives 
under the lens but no official has yet been suspended.

The investigation has been reportedly going on for two-
three months.The allegations against the officials 
include that some of the component supplies were 
made available to the company at higher prices than 
expected market quotations. This led to the vendors 
getting benefits worth "crores of rupees", the report 
said.This comes as the company s trying to reduce 
input costs and has announced a second rate hike in 
one year.In early January, the company said it has 
hiked the prices of its vehicles across models by about 
1.1 per cent. It was the second price hike that the 
carmaker was undertaking in the ongoing fiscal year, 
after increasing it in April 2022.In December last year, 
the company said it would hike the prices of its 
vehicles to offset the impact of rising input costs and 
make provisions to update the model range to conform 
to stricter emission norms which will kick in from 
April 2023."An estimated weighted average of 
increase across models stands at around 1.1 per cent. 
This indicative figure is calculated using ex-
showroom prices of models in Delhi and will come 
into effect from January 16, 2023," Maruti Suzuki 
India said in a regulatory filing.

New Delhi.  Google’s chief executive officer told 
employees on Monday that job cuts were made in a 
bid to act decisively as the company’s growth slowed.

In an internal meeting, Sundar Pichai, who is CEO of 
Google parent Alphabet Inc., said he had consulted 
with the company’s founders and board in making the 
decision for 6% cuts, according to remarks reviewed 
by Bloomberg.“If you don’t act clearly and decisively 
and early, we can compound the problem and make it 
much worse,” Pichai said. “These are decisions I 
needed to make.”Google said on Friday that it would 
eliminate about 12,000 jobs, becoming the latest tech 
giant to retrench after years of abundant growth and 
hiring. Although speculation about the cuts had 
swirled for months, the layoffs were nonetheless a 
shock to the system for some employees. Some 
realized they lost their jobs when they were unable to 
access corporate systems. Yet Pichai stressed the cuts 
were the product of careful consideration.

“The process was far from random,” he said. He added 
that because bonuses were tied to company 
performance, and because leadership needs to be 
accountable, all senior vice presidents and above 
would see a “significant reduction” in their annual 
bonus this year.The size of Google’s workforce forced 
executives to keep the circle of decision makers 
relatively small, said Fiona Cicconi, Google’s chief 
people officer, in the meeting with employees.“In an 
ideal world, we would have given managers a heads 
up, but we have over 30,000 managers at Google,” 
Cicconi said. “We wanted to give certainty sooner.”

New Delhi.  Benchmark stock market indices rallied on 
Tuesday, marking the second straight day of gains. A 
rally in financial stocks has helped maintain 
momentum seen in the previous trading session.

At the opening bell, the S&P BSE Sensex was up around 
230 points, rising above the 61,000-mark. The NSE 
Nifty50 was seen edging closer to 18,200. The broader 
markets were also in tune with the benchmarks, as 
investors seem to have gained some confidence as 
several financial companies and banks reported strong 
December quarter earnings.Sectorally, Nifty IT, Nifty 
Bank and Nifty Financial Services were the top 
performers, along with Nifty Auto.

Tata Motors, HDFC Bank, HCL Tech and Asian Paints 
were some of the top gainers on the 30-srip Sensex, 
while Axis Bank, UltraTech Cement and PowerGrid 
were the biggest losers.Domestic stocks have bounced 
back in the first two trading sessions of the week as 
global cues have turned positive, with Wall Street 
extending gains to a second straight session on 
Monday.Auto stocks are likely to be in focus today as 
the top domestic carmaker, Maruti Suzuki, is scheduled 
to report its quarterly earnings later in the day.

One factor that has been constantly hurting the prospects 
of the domestic markets is higher selling by foreign 
institutional investors. On Monday, FIIs sold shares 
worth Rs 220 crore on a net basis.Later this week, 
global markets will shift focus to the US data on fourth 
quarter GDP estimates, which will provide cues on the 
growth outlook in the world’s largest economy.

If this sovereign auction is over-

subscribed and the cutoff yield 

materially lower than regular 

government bonds, it would 

encourage larger green issuance 

next year

Rising costs for electric vehicle 

battery materials and projected 

slowdowns in the U.S. and European 

economies are putting pressure on 

automakers to cut expenses. The EV 

price war launched by Tesla Inc 

earlier this month has intensified that 

pressure, analysts said.

Maruti Suzuki probing 
allegations of  malpractices by 
executives: Report
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