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Over 300 bureaucrats, ex-judges slam BBC; allege its
series a ‘motivated charge sheet’ against PM Modi

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, January 21: A group of 302 former
judges, ex-bureaucrats and veterans on Saturday
slammed a BBC documentary on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a "motivated charge sheet
against our leader, a fellow Indian and a
patriot" and a reflection of its "dyed-in-the-
wool negativity and unrelenting prejudice".
The two-part BBC documentary "India: The
Modi Question" claims it investigated cer-
tain aspects relating to the 2002 Gujarat
riots when Modi was the chief minister of
the state. The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting has issued directions for
blocking multiple YouTube videos and
Twitter posts sharing links to the BBC doc-
umentary, according to sources. This docu-
mentary is not a neutral critique and is not
about exercising creative freedom or a
divergent, anti-establishment point of view,
a statement signed by 13 former judges, 133
ex-bureaucrats, including diplomats, and
156 veterans said. "Not only is the BBC
series, judging from what we have seen of it so far,
based on delusional and evidently lopsided report-
ing, but it presumes to question the very basis of

the 75-year-old edifice of India's existence as an
independent, democratic nation, a nation which
functions according to the will of the people of
India," it said. Former Rajasthan High Court chief
justice Anil Deo Singh, former home secretary LC
Goyal, former foreign secretary Shashank, former

RAW chief Sanjeev Tripathi and former NIA direc-
tor Yogesh Chander Modi are among the signato-
ries to the letter. "BBC's 'India: The Modi

Question': Delusions of British Imperial
Resurrection? Not this time. Not with our leader.
Not with India. Never on our watch," they said.
Their statement added, "Regardless of whom you,
as an individual Indian, might have voted for, the
Prime Minister of India is the Prime Minister of

your country, our country. We cannot allow
just about anyone to run amok with their
deliberate bias, their vacuous reasoning.... "
Their statement alleged that the BBC series
reeks of motivated distortion that is "as mind-
numbingly unsubstantiated as it is nefari-
ous". This is demonstrated, it said, vividly by
its completely sidelining the core fact that the
Supreme Court of India has unambiguously
ruled out any role of Narendra Modi in the
Gujarat riots of 2002, rejecting allegations of
complicity and inaction by the then state gov-
ernment headed by him. The SC had upheld
the closure report filed by the Special
Investigation Team, appointed by it, after
years of investigation. The statement noted
that the court had dismissed allegations
made against Modi and others on the basis of

the “ultra-sensational revelations” made by then
police officers, including R B Sreekumar and Sanjiv
Bhatt, and by BJP leader Haren Pandya.

Judge's skill lies in interpreting Constitution with changing
times while keeping its soul intact: CJI Chandrachud

Naresh Malhotra

Mumbai, January 21: The craftsman-
ship of a judge lies in interpreting the text
of the Constitution with the changing times
while keeping its soul intact, Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud said here on
Saturday. The basic structure of the Indian
Constitution guides and gives certain
direction to its interpreters and imple-
menters when the path ahead is convolut-
ed, he said. He also observed that India's
legal landscape has undergone a signifi-
cant change in the recent decades in favour
of removing "strangulating regulations,
augmenting consumer welfare and sup-
porting commercial transactions". The CJI
was speaking at the Nani A Palkhivala
Memorial Lecture here. "The identity of
the Indian Constitution has evolved
through the interaction of Indian citizens
with the Constitution, and has been accom-
panied by judicial interpretation. The
craftsmanship of a judge lies in interpret-
ing the text of the Constitution with the

changing times while keeping its soul
intact," he said. "The basic structure of our

Constitution, like the north star, guides
and gives certain direction to the inter-
preters and implementers of the

Constitution when the path ahead is convo-
luted. The basic structure or the philoso-

phy of our
Constitution is
premised on the
supremacy of the
Constitution, rule of
law, separation of
powers, judicial
review, secularism,
federalism, freedom
and the dignity of
the individual and
the unity and
integrity of the
nation," he added.
The emerging world
economy has erased
national boundaries,
and companies no
longer stop at the
border, the CJI said.

"In recent decades, India's legal landscape
has also undergone a significant change in
favour of removing strangulating regula-

tions, augmenting consumer welfare and
supporting commercial transactions.
Legislation, such as the Competition law
and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
have been enacted to promote fair market
competition. Similarly, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) has sought to stream-
line indirect taxation on the supply of
goods and services in India," he said. "If
you look at the Constitution, it does not
favour unbounded economic liberalism.
Rather, our Constitution seeks to find the
right balance," the CJI added. CJI
Chandrachud said the Constitution allows
the state to change and evolve its legal and
economic policies to meet societal
demands. "When individuals have the
opportunity to exercise their liberties and
to be fairly rewarded for their efforts, then
economic justice becomes one of the many
inter-related dimensions of life. Ultimately,
we share common faiths and destinies to
the point that development of each individ-
ual fosters social justice in the entire
world," he said.

Why did Vajpayee remind Modi of ‘raj dharma’: Cong’s
swipe over BBC documentary ‘censorship’

TST Correspondent

New Delhi, January 21: The
Congress on Saturday criticised the gov-
ernment for the “censorship” of a BBC
documentary on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, asking why had then
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
reminded Modi of ‘raj dharma’ after the
2002 Gujarat riots. The Centre has
issued directions for blocking multiple
YouTube videos and Twitter posts shar-
ing links to the documentary “India: The
Modi Question”, according to sources.
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
had earlier slammed the documentary
as a “propaganda piece” that lacked
objectivity and reflected a colonial mind-
set.     PM and his drumbeaters assert
that the new BBC documentary on him
is slanderous. Censorship has been
imposed. Then why did PM Vajpayee
want his exit in 2002, only to be pres-
surised not to insist by the threat of res-
ignation by Advani? Why did Vajpayee
remind him of his rajdharma? pic.twit-

ter.com/wwUkDQvlXi  Congress gener-
al secretary in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh said on Twitter, “PM and

his drumbeaters assert that the new
BBC documentary on him is slander-
ous. Censorship has been imposed.”
“Then why did PM Vajpayee want his
exit in 2002, only to be pressured not to
insist by the threat of resignation by
Advani?” he said. Why did Vajpayee
remind him of his ‘raj dharma’, Ramesh

asked. The Congress leader also
attached a video clip of Vajpayee talking
about “raj dharma” with the then Gujarat

chief minister, Modi, sitting
next to him. The BBC docu-
mentary claims it investigated
certain aspects relating to the
2002 Gujarat riots when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
the chief minister of the state.
AICC general secretary organi-
sation K C Venugopal had on
Friday alleged that Modi “is still
scared of the truth about 2002
coming out 21 years later”. The
MEA had condemned the BBC
Panorama programme, which
has not been screened in India,

alleging it was designed “to push a par-
ticular discredited narrative”. “The bias,
lack of objectivity and continuing colo-
nial mindset is blatantly visible,” MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi told
reporters during a press briefing in New
Delhi on Thursday when asked about
the controversial series. 

Army Chief Gen Manoj Pande visits Eastern
Command HQs, reviews situation along LAC

Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, January 21: Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande on Saturday carried out a com-
prehensive review of India’s military prepared-
ness along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim during a
visit to the headquarters of the eastern
Army command. Officials said senior
commanders of the Kolkata-headquar-
tered command briefed the Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) about various opera-
tional matters, including deployment of
troops. Gen Pande’s visit to the crucial
command came nearly six weeks after a
clash between Indian and Chinese troops
in an area along the LAC in the Tawang
sector of Arunachal Pradesh. The
Eastern Command takes care of the LAC
in the Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim sec-
tors. The Army said Gen Pande appreciat-
ed the officials and troops for maintaining high
standards of professionalism and devotion to
duty. “General Manoj Pande, #COAS visited

HQ #EasternCommand #Kolkata and was
briefed on operational preparedness & prevail-
ing security situation. #COAS interacted with
the officers & troops and appreciated them for
high standards of professionalism & devotion
to duty,” the Army tweeted. There has been a

fresh spike in tensions between India and
China after troops from the two sides were
engaged in the clash along the LAC at Yangtse
in the Tawang sector on December 9. Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh said in Parliament on
December 13 that the Chinese troops tried to
“unilaterally” change the status quo in the
Yangtse area but the Indian Army compelled
them to retreat by its firm and resolute
response. On January 12, Gen Pande said the

situation along the frontier with China is
“stable” but “unpredictable” and Indian
troops are adequately deployed to deal
with any contingencies. He also said that
there was a slight increase in the num-
ber of Chinese troops in their areas
across the eastern sector. “But we are
keeping a close watch on the move-
ments and activities there,” he said.
Besides eastern Ladakh, the Indian
Army has also been focusing on enhanc-
ing infrastructure along the LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim. From
construction of roads, bridges and

ammunition depots to bolstering its surveil-
lance apparatus, the Army is ramping up mili-
tary infrastructure at a rapid pace for quicker
mobilisation of troops in the region. 

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
launches ‘Schools of Eminence’

project; aims at reimagining
education in government schools

Mohali, January 21: Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Saturday launched his govern-
ment's ambitious project Schools of Eminence, saying it
is a "revolutionary" step in ensuring a golden future for
the students and also a giant leap towards becoming a
real frontrunner in education. A budget of Rs 200 crore
has been earmarked for the Schools of Eminence proj-
ect. The project aims at reimagining education in gov-
ernment schools envisioning holistic development of
students and preparing them to be responsible citizens.

Its five pillars are state-of-the-art infrastructure, aca-
demics, human resource management, sports and co-
curricular activities and community engagement, a sen-
ior official said. Under the Schools of Eminence project,
117 government schools in 23 districts will be upgrad-
ed with a special emphasis on classes 9 to 12. The offi-
cial said besides career-related counselling, innovative
teaching practices will be followed and guidance for
professional exams will also be provided to students.
Mann said these schools are being set up to cherish the
aspirations of the freedom fighters which will groom
students for futuristic needs and help Punjab emerge as
a role model in the education sector. The day is not far
when these government schools will provide a better
education than the private schools, he said. "Such
schools have already revolutionised the education sec-
tor in Delhi. Now it is the turn of Punjab where this
model will be implemented successfully," Mann said.
Describing teachers as nation builders, the chief minis-
ter said they have to play a pivotal role in bringing qual-
itative change in the education sector. About his gov-
ernment's decision to send 36 teachers to Singapore for
training, he said it will help them learn the advanced
practices prevailing around the globe. He alleged the
previous governments ignored the education sector
and that several students were forced to leave their edu-
cation in between. "Those leaders wanted to give a
push to their political career while compromising with
the future of the students from weaker and underprivi-
leged sections of society.

New Delhi, January 21:
Bollywood actress Nora Fatehi's
entire statement taken by Delhi
Police's Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) "is changed and new stories
were made up by her, and the same
can be very well be verified and
compared with the charge sheet of
Enforcement Directorate (ED)",

jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar claimed in his lat-
est letter. The prime accused in the
Rs 200-crore money laundering
case, in his letter addressed to the
media, said, "Nora was always jeal-
ous of Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez, and was always brain-
washing me against her as she want-
ed me to leave Jacqueline and date
her." "... Nora used to try calling me

atleast 10 times a day, and if I don't
answer her call she used to keep on
calling me... Nora claims that she
did not wanted a car, or she did not
take it for herself is a very big lie, as
she was after my life that her car had
to be changed as the 'CLA' that she
had looked very cheap. Then it was
me and her who selected the (new)

car," reads the letter. "The
chats and screenshots are
very well with the ED, so
there is no lie at all, in fact
I wanted to give her Range
Rover, but as the car was
not available in stock, I
gave her the BMW S
series, which she kept
using for a long time,"
Sukesh claimed. "... as she

was not an Indian resident, she
asked me to register it (the car) on
the name of her best friend's hus-
band Bobby. Me and Nora never
had a professional transaction, as
she is claiming, except for once that
she attended an event hosted by my
foundation, for which official pay-
ment was made to her agency," he
said in the letter which was shared
through his lawyers.

Ahead of Republic Day,
Punjab Police conduct search

operations across state
Chandigarh, January 21: Ahead of Republic Day cele-

brations 2023, Punjab Police on Saturday conducted a spe-
cial operation “OPs Eagle-II” aimed at searching for criminal
and anti-social elements and apprehending suspicious peo-
ple for verification from across the state. The operation was
conducted on directions of Director General of Police
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav in all the 28 police districts
with an aim to make Punjab a safe and secure state as per
the Vision of Punjab Chief Minister (CM) Bhagwant Mann.
The cordon and search operation (CASO) was carried out
at vulnerable places including railway stations, bus stands,
etc., from 11 am to 4 pm simultaneously across the state and
ADGP/IGP rank officers from Punjab Police Headquarters
were deputed in each police district to personally supervise
the operation. Police teams have also checked hotels and
sarais situated adjoining bus stands and railway stations.
Additional Director General of Police (ADGP) Law and
Order Arpit Shukla, who joined SSP Vivek Sheel Soni in
Rupnagar to personally supervise the operation in the dis-
trict, said that all the CPs/SSPs were asked to mobilize a
maximum  gazetted officers. He said that over 315 patrolling
parties were deputed across the state to look for suspicious
persons, besides, as many as 462 well-coordinated hi-tech
nakas involving over 5000 police personnel, were also set up
under the supervision of gazetted officers in the state for a
thorough search of suspected vehicles/persons while
ensuring minimum inconvenience to the general public.

Drunk IAF officer detained
for making hoax bomb call to

delay train departure
New Delhi, January 21: An Indian Air

Force officer was on Saturday detained for
allegedly making a hoax bomb call to delay the
departure of Mumbai Rajdhani Express from
New Delhi Railway Station, police said. The
PCR command room informed police regard-
ing the call at 4.48 pm, they said, adding that
the train was scheduled to leave for Mumbai at
4.55 pm. The Bomb Disposal Squad of the rail-
ways and the central district were called. The
Railway Protection Force also joined the oper-
ation, but no explosive substances were found,
police said. “The mobile number was tracked
and it was found that Sunil Sangwan, a
Sergeant in the Indian Air Force, made the
call,” Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Railways) Hareesh H P said. According to
police, Sangwan was scheduled to board the
train to go to his place of posting at Air Force
Station in Santacruz, Mumbai. He got late and
drunk dialled the railways to delay the depar-
ture of the train from Delhi. “The caller was
traced from coach B-9 seat number-1. His
identity was established through his Indian Air
Force Id card. 

‘Nora Fatehi wanted me to leave Jacqueline and
date her’, Conman Sukesh makes fresh claims

In first head to roll amid wrestling
row, Sports Ministry suspends WFI

Assistant Secretary Vinod Tomar
New Delhi, January 21: The Union Ministry of Sports

announced the suspension of Vinod Tomar, assistant sec-
retary of the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI), on
Saturday. The suspended WFI official denied any commu-
nication regarding his suspension, stating that this news
reached him through ANI when the news agency contact-
ed him to get a reaction to this announcement. "I did not
know about this. I only learned through a call from ANI
that I have been suspended. I did not get any prior infor-
mation regarding this. I have not done anything wrong,"
Vinod Tomar, told ANI on Saturday. Tomar on Saturday
termed the charges against the federation's president Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh 'baseless'. Speaking to ANI, Tomar
said the wrestlers, who sat in a dharna at Delhi's Jantar
Mantar and levelled allegations of sexual harassment and
financial impropriety against the WFI president, have not
produced any evidence to support their claims. "The alle-
gations are baseless. It has been 3-4 days (since the
wrestlers sat in protest) and they still haven't produced
any evidence. I have been associated with them for the
past 12 years and I never came across any such incident or
allegation," Tomar told ANI. He added that the WFI pres-
ident has stepped aside from his post pending the probe
against him by the Union Sports ministry. "He has
stepped aside from his post till the ongoing investigation
against him concludes. He hasn't resigned but has dis-
tanced himself from the day-to-day affairs of the WFI,
pending the probe," Tomar added. 
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issues. There is a tumour in my residents’ associations of wards THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.  
brain and I am undergoing surrounding the camp, the S h a h n a z  B h e e g a m  C ,  a  
treatment. Now, all I wish for is to De fence  had  r e l axed  t he  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  a n  I n d i a  
provide a home for my two guidelines again last year and government initiative which aims 
children,” Bheegam said. “The Pangode is indeed included in this to provide affordable housing, is 
Corporation officials who visited new list. “The authorities are still still struggling to provide her 
the plot noted that it falls within a not giving construction permits. family a home. After 8 years in a 
42-metre radius of the military The officials keep telling us that rented house, the news of her 
camp. I have submitted all they are yet to get the orders,” being on the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
necessary paperwork to avail a Kumar said. Meeting authorities Yojana’s beneficiary list had come 
NOC (No objection certificate) of the Pangode Military Camp as a big relief for the Pangode-
from the authorities,” the 34-year- have also not borne any fruit.native. But her dreams were 
old added. She is one among the shattered and her joy short-lived Gireesh Kumar G, a resident from 
many residents in the region when the City Corporation denied Poojapura who has been seeking a 

from the department of defence establishments require a NOC facing a similar  problem. her the construction permit citing permit for the past five years, said 
that imposed restrictions on from the Corporation. Though the Interestingly enough, construction that the proposed building falls that the construction cost has also 
construction near military camps. Defence had, in 2016, amended of an 8-storey building is within the 50-metre radius of the shot up during this t ime. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  i t ,  a n y  the guidelines for issuing a NOC underway on the nearby plot. “I Pangode Military Camp. “Thousands of residents are 
redevelopment or construction of in 342 army stations, Pangode affected by this rule. “It is my dream to construct a home wonder how they got the permit 
buildings located within a 100- Military Camp is not among them. in the 3 cents of land given to me when I did not. I’m paying Rs A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m a n y  
metre (two-storey buildings) and a But according to Prasanna Kumar by my father. I used to work in an 7,000 as monthly rent. It is a constructions are underway in the 
500-metre radius (multi-storey S, general convenor of ‘Nanma insurance company earlier, but I struggle for my family,” laments radius despite restrictions,” he 
b u i l d i n g s )  o f  d e f e n c e  Koottayma’, a collection of had to stop after I developed health Bheegam.It was a 2011 circular added. 

All some of them wanted was to have KOCHI.  Walking down the steep road that 
quality food at the nearby canteen.” leads to Sainik Vihar in Kakkanad, Kochi, 

one can see a cluster of brick-red houses The soldier in Pillai wanted to do something 
from afar. Upon entering the compound, a for them. In 1998, he rented a space to 
frail, old man with a walking stick greets accommodate them. He named the place 
me with a feeble smile. He sports a ‘Sainik Ashram’. “It was not practical to 
‘KEXWA’ cap – it stands for Kerala Ex- support them with just my pension, so I 
Servicemen Welfare Association. started a private security service. Later, 

the British Commonwealth Ex-service Sainik Vihar is a shelter home for forgotten 
League members gave about `10 lakh. military veterans, many of whom broke 
with which I bought this land,” he says. ties with families, and don’t want to be a 

burden on their loved ones. Reasons vary with Allied forces.  “They gave the best In 2001, Sainik Ashram was shifted to its 
and are deeply personal for many. First, I years of their lives to the military. But current space in Kakkanad. The shelter 
head to ‘A1’, the residence of Colonel K B were eventually left destitute as their units home was renamed Sainik Vihar. Pillai 
R Pillai, the man behind the quaint, quiet were dissolved when the British left,” moved the Supreme Court, seeking 
space that is now home to 32 ex- notes Pillai.Pillai, who served in the financial support for the veterans. “The 
servicemen. The 83-year-old veteran Indian Army, recalls regularly visiting the court ordered the government to provide 
beams, with a radio on one side, and a few Naval Base to meet his doctor in the financial help every month,” says Pillai, 
medicine packs on the other.  ‘Pillai Sir’ 1990s. Each time, he used to see a group of adding that at least 750 men from Kerala 
points to the veteran who welcomed me old men gathered under a shed.  “It joied the Allies in WW II. 
into the compound. “That’s T Bhaskaran, seemed like a protest, a silent protest, I Today, Sainik VIhar is home to several post-
he could be more than 100 years old now,” would say – something unusual to see in Independence veterans and their families. 
he says. “He was part of World War II.” Kerala, where protests were all about One big, warm family. I walk to 
Bhaskaran was one of those 12 WW II slogans and flags,” he says. Bhaskaran’s residence next. I sit next to 
veterans who first came to Sainik Vihar. In “I was curious to know who they were. I him, hoping to hear some war tales. 
fact, Pillai started this shelter home for learnt they were WW II veterans. They However, the Thriprayar native, who was 
these men. They were among the 25 lakh were ‘protesting’ to secure some financial part of the Royal Corps of Signals, doesn’t 
troops from the Indian subcontinent that support. Servicemen who visited the base remember any of it. He keeps muttering 
fought under the British command, along would give them some meagre amount. how he reached Sainik Vihar.

‘We were soldiers', recounts Sainik 
Vihar residents from Kochi

Ex-BBMP corporator 
arrested for 

‘assaulting’ cop

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. In a bid to 
promote green fuels, Union Minister of State 
for Petroleum, Rameshwar Teli, announced 
that the ministry would start hydrogen-filling 
stations in the state. The minister also 
congratulated the state government for its 
various initiatives to promote eco-friendly 
fuels. He was speaking at the Evolve-2023, a 
conference and expo on e-mobility and 
alternative fuels, in Thiruvananthapuram on 
Friday.Transport secretary Biju Prabhakar 
highlighted the state’s previous experiences 
with CNG and LNG buses and how they 
motivated the state to shift to electric 
vehicles.He provided a comparison of 
operational expenditure between diesel and 
electric vehicles and about the replacement 
plan by bringing in 690 e-buses. Additional 
chief secretary K R Jyothilal emphasised on 
faster charging stations and fuel cells in place 
of lithium-ion batteries. Transport 
Commissioner, S Sreejith, said that anxiety 
about range, battery charging, battery cost 
and the disposal of used batteries are some of 
the challenges in the transition to green fuels.

Chennai.  The latest news about Kantara and 
Rishab Shetty is that there will be Kantara 2 
but it is not a sequel but a prequel. Hombale 
Films founder Vijay Kirgandur, in an 
interaction with Deadline, revealed that 
Rishab Shetty has already started working on 
the film.

ALL ABOUT KANTARA 2
Kantara 2 is a prequel which will explore the 

relationship between the villagers, the deity 
and the troubled king. The king had made a 
pact with the deity to protect the villagers and 
the land around him, but things turned out 
otherwise. This man versus nature battle is the 
crux of the film.Vijay was quoted as stating, 
"He plans to start shooting in June, as a 
portion of the shoot requires the rainy season, 
and our intention is to give the film a pan-
India release in April or May next year."

Right now, Rishab Shetty has gone to the forests 
in the coastal region in Karnataka and is doing 
a two-month recce to understand more about 
the folklore which he featured in his film 
Kantara.The budget for Kantara 2 has been 
increased but the movie style, narration and 
cinematography will be similar to Kantara to 
keep the continuity and genuineness in the 
film.

Church in Kochi that ‘stunned’ 
Shaktan Thampuran, Tipu Sultan

Travancore. An impressive KOCHI. The St Mary’s Forane Church in Molly recalls a story told by her grandparents. 
collection of rare, antique, and Kanjoor near Angamaly is a pilgrimage “Once during the celebrations of the Saint’s 
priceless manuscripts, books, centre in honour of Saint Sebastian aka feast, king Shaktan Thampuran was on a 
and artworks is also present in ‘Kanjoor Punyavan’. Constructed in visit to the Puthiyedam Kovilakam here,” 
the church. Tall towers, fresco-1001 AD, the church located on the she says. “Annoyed with the constant sound 
painted walls, and beautiful banks of the Periyar has a rich history of the kathina vedi (fireworks), he gave 
Kerala temple architecture and attracts people of all religions.  orders to throw them into the river. However, 
designs are also a major According to legends, St Thomas, who the fireworks started to burst inside the water 
attraction for history buffs. The arrived in India in 52 AD, propagated during the feast procession. The king was 
sanctuary of the cathedral is Christianity and founded seven churches baffled, and knelt before the saint’s statue to 
adorned with antique sculptures in Kerala. “Back then two Christian pay his respects.”
and paintings done with a priests, who were on their way from The panchaloha aana vilakku (elephant lamp), 
mixture of fruit pulp, rare plant establish a church for themselves. During Edappally to Malayattoor on a boat, which adorns the chapel, is said to have been 

leaves extracts, and gold dust. The baptismal that time, an epidemic struck the thirumeni spotted a woman in ‘chatta’ and ‘mundu’ gifted by Shaktan Thampuranan. Devotees 
font and the granite crucifix here were of the Kanjoor Valiya Mana. A Christian (traditional Christian attire) sitting by the consider the oil from the lamp as a remedy 
carved out of a single rock. “The inscriptions woman by the name ‘Elishwa’ saved river near the Periyar river,” says a 58-year- for ailments. 
here are believed to be more than 1,100 years thirumeni’s life with traditional medicine. old Kanjoor resident. Tipu’s invasion
old and are claimed to belong to the On her request, the thirumeni granted the “On learning that Christians were residing in It is said that Tipu Sultan had sought to destroy 
Vattezhuthu scripts (ancient Malayalam land for the church.”this region, they thought of leading the the church during his invasion. According to 
script). These inscriptions are preserved by The twelve-foot tall entry gate, known as the people to spirituality. A portion of the local lore, the saint’s statue asked Tipu: 
the archaeology department,” says a 64-Elephant Gate, has murals on each side w o m a n ’s  h o m e  w a s  t e m p o r a r i l y  “Won’t you let me stay here peacefully?” A 
year-old native of Kanjoor, Thomas portraying the Portuguese army’s defensive transformed into a platform for the purpose. startled Tipu is said to have left the church 
Koyikkara.    positions and Tipu Sultan’s assault on Later, the Christians launched a campaign to after the incident. 

Keep Bhubaneswar clean and 
green, Naveen urges people

TDP all set to 
return to power: 

Nara Lokesh

Kerala minister to get 
hydrogen-filling stations 
to promote green fuel

Kantara 2 on cards, 
Rishab Shetty writing 
script for prequel film 
shoot in June

BENGALURU. A former BBMP corporator 
who allegedly assaulted a police inspector has 
been arrested by the Kaggalipura police. The 
accused is V Balakrishna (65), a former 
corporator of Yelachenahalli ward. The police 
said one Puttamaraiah filed a complaint on 
Wednesday stating one Bhargava had 
trespassed into his land in BM Kaval village 
and had started work using a bulldozer. To 
conduct an enquiry, Kaggalipura police 
inspector R Vijay Kumar went to the spot at 
5.30pm on Thursday. As there were several 
people on the land, the inspector asked only 
those related to the land can stay and others 
must leave. “But Balakrishna, who was with 
Bhargava, started shouting. The inspector 
asked him to stay calm or leave. As he hurled 
filthy abuses at the inspector, driver Medappa 
intervened and was pushed by the accused. 
When the inspector asked him to behave, he 
assaulted him,” the police said.

VIJAYAWADA. TDP general secretary Nara Lokesh 
on Friday felt that the only alternative for the State to 
move on the growth path is that Telugu Desam 
should return to power.Addressing TDP Politburo 
members, MPs, MLAs and others through a video 
conference ahead of launching his Yuva Galam 
Padayatra on January 27, he said the people have 
been suffering under the ‘psycho’ (Chief Minister 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy) rule for the past three-and-
a-half years. “We have never witnessed this kind of 
‘psycho’ rule earlier,” he observed.

Maintaining that staying in power or sitting in the 
Opposition is nothing new to the TDP, he opined that 
the State is now passing through a strange situation. 
The TDP rank and file are being subjected to various 
kinds of harassment and false cases are being 
registered against them. He appreciated the TDP 
cadres for continuously waging a war against the 
‘psycho’ rule.“The strength of TDP is always its 
rank and file. We are ready to even sacrifice our lives 
for the sake of the party,” Lokesh said. Had the TDP 
acted in such a manner like how Jagan is acting now, 
when it was in power, the YSRC would not have 
been in existence now, he remarked.Observing that 
Jagan is misusing his power only to take revenge, 
Lokesh said not even a single section of people is 
happy with the YSRC government. “Women, 
farmers, youth, employees and even police are 
strongly opposing the YSRC rule,” he observed.

A majority of YSRC activists are also strongly 
opposing the policies of the Jagan Mohan Reddy 
government as the anti-incumbency is growing by 
the day. “This is the reason as to why some ministers 
and MLAs too are highly critical of Jagan,” Lokesh 
noted.Now, the war has become one side and the 
people are sailing with the TDP and the countdown 
has begun for the end of ‘psycho’ rule and the cycle 
rule is all set to come back, Lokesh asserted.“I will 
have first hand information of the problems of all 
sections of the people during my padayatra and take 
the issues to the notice of the government. If the 
government does not respond positively, then the 
problems will be resolved once the TDP is back to 
power in the State,” he said.Seeking the support of 
all those who took part in the video conference for 
his 4,000-km padayatra, Lokesh promised to strive 
to realise the dreams of TDP founder NT Rama Rao 
and take forward the vision of the party supremo N 
Chandrababu Naidu. All the senior leaders promised 
to extend their support to his padayatra.

A majority of YSRC activists are also strongly opposing the 
policies of the Jagan Mohan Reddy government as the anti-

incumbency is growing by the day.

convergence and beautification of the BHUBANESWAR. With the state capital 
city in coming months. “Many unique undergoing a massive makeover in the 
developmental efforts are being taken recent days, Chief Minister Naveen 
to improve sanitation, living condition, Patnaik on Friday appealed to the 
aesthetics and beauty of the city. To citizens and other stakeholders to keep 
strengthen and sustain the efforts the the city clean, green and beautiful 
citizens must act consciously with a through the ‘Bhubaneswar First’ drive 
notion that every action they take shall and make it an ideal city in the country. In 
have an impact on the city,” Kulange his message during the launch of 
said.‘ B h u b a n e s w a r  F i r s t ’ d r i v e  o f  towards the city’s assets and civic 

The collective measure of BMC, BDA, Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation conditions, said Mayor Sulochana Das.
police and all stakeholders of the city will (BMC), Naveen appealed all stakeholders As part of the drive, the civic body has 
help in speeding up city development including citizens, public representatives planned to unveil a sustained campaign to 
including sanitation, infrastructure and government agencies of the city to promote citizen ownership towards 
development, traffic, transportation, come together to ensure proper sanitation. sanitation and city development 
healthcare, city amenities among others, BMC officials, during the formal launch initiatives. Participation, involvement, 
said additional CP Umashankar Dash.of the drive and its official logo, said the ownership and pride will be the key 

BMC officials said the drive is also expected aim of ‘Bhubaneswar First’ is to keep triggers of this joint initiative, said 
to help the state capital in improving its Bhubaneswar’s interest first. The drive Bhubaneswar Development Authority 
S w a c h h a t a  r a n k i n g  i n  S w a c h h  strives to engage all the stakeholders (BDA) VC Balwant Singh. BMC 
Survekshan.  MLA Ananta Narayan Jena including the  c i t izens  to  share  commissioner Vijay Amruta Kulange said 
and deputy mayor Manjulata Kanhar also responsibility with authorities and also the drive is also intended at achieving 
spoke.develop a sense of civic ownership interdepartmental partnership for 

Ban on construction near army land yet to be 
lifted, Thiruvananthapuram residents cry foul

Naveen also asked all stakeholders to come together and ensure proper sanitation in city

TNIE reporter Mahima Anna Jacob and lensman A Sanesh spend a day at Sainik Vihar, a unique shelter home for military veterans

NEET students demand 
more examination 
centres
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. The MBBS 

students who finished their course in 2022 are 
dismayed about not being able to take the 
NEET-PG examination scheduled for March 
5, 2023. Earlier, the National Medical 
Commission had allowed students who were 
completing their mandatory 365-day 
internship before April to attend the 
examination. However, when it was learned 
that over 50% of students were rendered 
ineligible to attend the exam as their 
internships were ending way later, the 
Commission had, on January 13, extended the 
cut-off date to June 30 (from March 30). 
While this allowed for more regular students 
from the 2022 batch to apply, the last-minute 
change meant that most of them could not get 
an examination centre in Kerala. The 
applications from students from other 
batches, who had missed out on taking the 
exam last year, have also led to a crunch. To 
mitigate this situation, students and parents 
have sought more centres in the state so that 
all the deserving can attend the examination. 
“We have urged the state and union 
governments to intervene and allay the 
concerns of the students,” said M Nazeer, 
general secretary of the Parents Association 
of Medical Students.

New Delhi, Sunday, 22 January, 2023
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Auckland. New Zealand's former "Yes," he replied. w a s  f e e l i n g  " e n e rg i s e d  a n d  
Covid-19 response minister Chris enthusiastic" about the new job."It's a Ardern, a global figurehead for 
Hipkins vowed Saturday to "get things big day for a boy from the Hutt," he progressive politics, stunned New 
done" and win a looming October said, referring to the Hutt Valley region Zealand by announcing her abrupt exit 
general election after being chosen as near Wellington."My parents came from office, less than three years after 
the only candidate to replace Jacinda from relatively humble beginnings and securing a second term in a landslide 
Ardern as prime minister. The 44-year- worked really hard to provide a good election win.The 42-year-old -- who 
old red-headed politician emerged as life for my brother and I," Hipkins steered the country through natural 
the sole nominee to lead the ruling added, vowing to give New Zealanders disasters, the Covid pandemic, and its 
Labour Party in a meeting of members the opportunities to improve their worst-ever terror attack -- said she no 
of parliament, and now faces what is lives.The incoming prime minister said longer had "enough in the tank".Ardern 
seen as the mere formality of a he had already spoken to Australian said her decision to step down was 
confirmation by his colleagues on Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.He "tinged with sadness" but after having 
Sunday.As leader of the party, he will declined to give policy or ministerial made the announcement she had "slept 
take over as the country's 41st prime plans beyond saying that he did plan to well for the first time in a long 
minister following Ardern's shock keep Finance Minis ter  Grant  time".Political commentators have 
resignation on Thursday. Ardern said Robertson in place.The right-wing lined up to condemn the social media 
she would step down by February 7 but ACT Party urged him to "deliver on abuse that was increasingly directed at 
could do so earlier given that her substance instead of snowing New Ardern before her resignation.
successor was chosen in barely 48 Zealand with spin".'Intolerable vitriol'
hours."I like to think I am pretty The Green Party said it looked forward to Hipkins praised Ardern as "the leader we 
decisive and I can get things done," working with him to "end poverty, take needed at the time that we needed it", 
Hipkins told reporters outside bold climate action and protect our but agreed that she had been on the 
p a r l i a m e n t  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  native wildlife".Hipkins' appointment rece iv ing  end of  "absolu te ly  
Wellington.With his party lagging in quashed speculation that Justice intolerable vitriol".Ardern's successor 
the opinion polls under criticism over Minister Kiri Allan, one of Labour's is widely seen as a safe pair of hands 
rising prices, poverty and crime rates, senior Maori MPs, might have become wi th  more  than  14  years  in  
reporters asked if he can win the the country's first Maori prime parliament.Hipkins told reporters he 
elections to be held on October 14. minister.

NEWS BOX

Illegal border crossings surge to highest of Biden’s term

New Zealand's Next PM Chris Hipkins Vows To "Get Things Done"

governor and ambassador."As governor, I you need to be 80 years old to go Washington.  Prominent Indian-American 
took on a hurting state with double-digit be a leader in DC. I think we Republican leader Nikki Haley has said 
unemployment, and we made it the best. need a young generation to that she thinks she can be the “new 
As ambassador, I took on the world when come in, step up, and really start leader” who can take the country in a new 
they tried to disrespect us. I think I fixing things,” she told the news direction and the United States cannot 
showed what I'm capable of at the United channel.Haley also slammed have a second term under Joe Biden as 
Nations," she asserted."So, do I think I her former Cabinet colleague president.Speaking to Fox News in an 
could be that leader? Yes. But we are still Mike Pompeo, former Secretary interview on Thursday, the former 
working through things, and we will of State, who in his recent book Governor of South Carolina and US 
figure it out. I have never lost a race. I said alleged that she plotted to Ambassador to the United Nations, said 
that then. I still say that now. I'm not going replace Mike Pence as Donald she is still working things out on any 
to lose now. But stay tuned,” Haley Trump's vice president.In the potential presidential run."I think, stay 
said.Haley, the second governor of Indian book, Pompeo said: "I received tuned. Well, I'm not going to make an 

I'm focused on, because we can't have a descent after fellow Republican Bobby a call one evening from John announcement here," the 51-year-old 
second term of Joe Biden,” Haley said.Jindal of Louisiana, said it was time to Kelly, chief of staff, who apologised for leader said when specifically asked if she 

bring new leadership to the Republican allowing Ambassador Haley to go to the The next US presidential election is is going to run for the presidential 
Party."We have lost the last seven out of Oval Office. She had not gone there for a scheduled to be held on November 5, position.However, during the interview, 
eight popular votes for president. Seven personal matter but had entered the Oval 2024.Haley was not categorical if she Haley hinted that she could be the new 
out of eight Republicans have lost. Office with the president's daughter would still be running if her former boss leader of the US."But when you're 
Something is wrong. And so I think it's Ivanka and her husband Jared. As best decides to contest for the Presidential looking at a run for president, you look at 
time that we bring in a new generation Kelly could tell, they were presenting a position again."I had a great working two things. You first look at, does the 
that can bring in more people to our party, possible Haley for vice president option. relationship with the president. I current situation push for new leadership? 
that can really talk about the solutions that He was certain he had been played." appreciate all the foreign policy issues we The second question is, am I that person 
we need to go," she said.During the Haley described the allegations as worked on together. But what I will tell that could be that new leader, that, yes, we 
interview, Haley also emphasised that lies.“No,” she said when asked if that was you is, the survival of America matters,” need to go in a new direction? And can I 
President Biden, a Democrat, should not true.“Pompeo even says he's not sure if Haley said."And it's bigger than one be that leader? Yes, I think I can be that 
be given a second term. Biden, 80, is the it's true. I never had a conversation with person. And when you're looking at the leader,” Haley said.Haley, who resigned 
oldest sitting US President.“If I run, I'm Jared, Ivanka or the president about the future of America, I think it's time for a frm the Trump administration in October 
running against Joe Biden. That's what vice presidentship.new generational change. I don't think 2018, said she did extremely well as 

Indian-American Nikki Haley hints at presidential 
run, says can take US in new direction

same number who entered the Washington. A surge in Cuban and 
US illegally and could be Nicaraguan arrivals at the US 
expelled under a pandemic-border with Mexico in December 
era rule to deny rights to seek led to the highest number of 
asylum on grounds  of  illegal border crossings recorded 
preventing the spread of during any month of Joe Biden’s 
Covid-19.presidency, authorities said 

Friday.The extraordinary influx Biden said this month that the 
came shortly before Biden US would admit up to 30,000 
introduced measures on January 5 people  a  month  under  
to deter Cubans, Haitians, humanitarian parole from 
Nicaraguans and Venezuelans. Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and 

Venezuela, allowing them to US authorities stopped migrants 
live and work for two years if 251,487 times along the Mexican 
they apply online, pay airfare border in December, up 7 per cent 

sectors on the Mexican border for a 
and find a financial sponsor. At the from 234,896 times in November and 

third month in a row. The city was 
same time, Mexico agreed to take back up 40 per cent from 179,253 times in 

overwhelmed with migrants who were 
the same number from those four December 2021, Customs and Border 

released to pursue their immigration 
countries who entered the US illegally Protection said.Cubans were stopped 

cases in the US in the weeks leading up 
and can be removed under the nearly 43,000 times in December, up 

to Biden’s visit on January 8, his first to 
pandemic-era rule known as Title 23 per cent from November and more 

the border as president.The number of 
42.Troy Miller,  CBP’s acting than quintuple the same period a year 

Venezuelan arrivals remained far 
commissioner, signaled that the latest earlier. Nicaraguans were stopped 

below September highs, when the 
measures may be having the desired more than 35,000 times, up 3 per cent 

South American country was the 
effect.“Early data suggests the from November and more than double 

second-highest nationality at the 
expanded measures for Cubans, from December 2021.More migrants 

border after Mexicans. In October, the 
Haitians, and Nicaraguans are having a were also stopped from Ecuador and 

US agreed to accept up to 24,000 
similar impact, and we look forward to Peru.The influx from Cuba and 

Venezuelans on humanitarian parole, 
sharing the additional data in the next Nicaragua made El Paso, Texas, the 

while Mexico agreed to take back the 
update,” he said in a news release.busiest of the Border Patrol’s nine 

"Causal Relationship...": Elon Musk 
Downplays Tweets' Role In Fraud Trial

investors who had bet against the invested in Tesla."It was going 
company.Musk, who bought Twitter to pretty much wipe me out," 
itself in October, downplayed the power Littleton said.Littleton told 
of his tweets noting under questioning jurors he scrambled to save 
that he once posted that he thought Tesla w h a t  h e  c o u l d  o f  h i s  
share price was too high, and "it went investments, getting out of most 
higher, which is counter-intuitive." of his positions at a huge 

loss.Musk is expected to "What I'm trying to say is that the causal 
continue testifying at trial on relationship is clearly not there simply 
Monday, when his lawyers will because of a tweet," Musk said in a 
get a chance to refute the testimony that lasted only thirty minutes 
accusation that he was being and was to be continued on Monday
deceitful.The hearing on Friday began with Harvard 

The case revolves around a pair of law and business professor Guhan 
tweets in which Musk said Subramanian, who was called as an telling jurors Musk lied about having San Francisco. Tesla CEO Elon Musk took 

"funding secured" for a project to buy out expert witness by the plaintiffs. funding in place.Nicholas Porritt, who the stand in a California fraud trial on 
the publicly traded electric automaker, He called Musk's tweeted proposal to take represents lead plaintiff Glen Littleton Friday, accused of lying in tweets about 
then in a second tweet added that Tesla private as "illusory" and "just and other Tesla investors, said the tweets taking the auto company private, 
"investor support is confirmed."Porritt wrong" in how it deviated wildly from the cost "regular people" to lose "millions and punishing investors.Musk was called to 
told jurors that Musk had selected the way such mega-deals usually take millions of dollars."Called as the first testify by lawyers for angry investors who 
$420 share price in the tweet "as a joke" place."All I can say is this is just wrong; as witness, 71-year-old Littleton told jurors accuse him of costing them millions of 
and that the funding to take Tesla private a matter of deal process... this isn't he was heavily invested in Tesla in 2018 dollars in 2018 with untrue tweets about 
was never locked in, nor credibly correct," Subramanian said while being in a way that banked on the share price having funding secured to buy out 
pursued.In his own opening remarks, questioned by a defense lawyer about climbing to $500 or more.Littleton shareholders at $420 a share.The multi-
Musk attorney Alex Spiro said that even Musk's tweets. testified that he was "pretty shocked" by billionaire's tweets sent the Tesla share 
though the tweets may have been a Musk's tweet about taking the company price on a rollercoaster ride and Musk was - 'Reckless' words -
"reckless choice of words", they were private at $420 a share because it sued by shareholders who say the tycoon Testimonies in the trial opened Wednesday 
"not fraud, not even close."threatened almost all the money he had acted recklessly in an effort to squeeze with a lawyer for the upset investors 

Mexico City. Mexican authorities are warning about the 
dangers of a viral TikTok challenge that has left school 
students intoxicated after taking a controlled 
medication. With the slogan "The last one to fall asleep 
wins," the challenge consists of trying to stay awake 
after taking clonazepam, a drug used to treat seizures, 
panic attacks and anxiety. A side effect of the drug is 
drowsiness.Paramedics treated five intoxicated minors 
at a school in Mexico City, the capital's public security 
department said Thursday.Authorities in the northern 
state of Nuevo Leon reported three cases there. None of 
the students became seriously ill."Unfortunately, 
challenges that spread through networks often put 
people's health at risk," said Nuevo Leon health 
secretary Alma Rosa.Several videos have been posted 
on TikTok of people recording themselves taking the 
pills to observe the effects.Other users have posted 
videos warnng about the danger of the challenge, which 
has also been seen previously in Chile.

Mexico Students Take Pills, Fight 
Drowsiness In Dangerous TikTok 
Challenge

All About Chris Hipkins, 
Next New Zealand PM Who 

Led Covid Crackdown
Sydney. Poised to be New Zealand's next prime 

minister, Chris Hipkins became a household 
name leading the nation's closed-border 
crackdown on COVID-19 and is seen as a 
"tough and capable" politician.The 44-year-old 
police and education minister emerged 
Saturday as his Labour Party's sole contender to 
replace Jacinda Ardern following her shock 
resignation barely 48 hours earlier. He is to be 
formally endorsed for the job Sunday.Hipkins 
won plaudits for his near two-year term as the 
Covid response minister in a country that shut 
its borders to keep the coronavirus out, only 
fully reopening to the outside world in August 
last year.He later conceded that rolling 
lockdowns were "tough going" and said they 
had to be eased as people wearied of the 
restrictions.Political commentator Josie Pagani 
has described Hipkins, with more than 14 years 
in opposition and government, as "sensible, 
likeable, tough and capable".Hipkins has been 
police minister since June last year, a key role 
given criticism of the government's record on 
crime, and previously served more than five 
years as education minister and public service 
minister."Chris is decisive and will be an 
incredibly strong prime minister," said Justice 
Minister Kiri Allan, one of Labour's senior 
Maori MPs, who had been considered a 
potential prime minister herself.

"He is extremely competent, with a track record 
of delivering for New Zealand as one of our 
most senior ministers over the past six years," 
she said.Hipkins, who describeshimself as an 
"outdoor enthusiast" keen on mountain biking, 
hiking and swimming, studied politics and 
criminology at Victoria University and then 
worked in the industry training sector.

Before becoming an MP in 2008, he worked as a 
senior adviser to two education ministers and 
former prime minister Helen Clark.Although 
known as a personable and laid-back operator, 
Hipkins was involved in some high-profile 
spats with Australia's former conservative 
government.In 2021, he accused Australia of 
"exporting its garbage" to New Zealand -- a 
reference to Canberra's controversial policy of 
deporting criminals back to their country of 
birth.Hipkins was admonished by Ardern in 
2017 after he was accused of playing a role in a 
dual citizenship scandal in the Australian 
parliament.Then-deputy prime minister 
Barnaby Joyce was forced to stand down after 
information released to Hipkins revealed Joyce 
was a dual citizen of both Australia and New 
Zealand.Australia's constitution forbids federal 
politicians from sitting in parliament if they 
hold dual citizenship.

ZElon Musk Tesla Tweet: Elon 
Musk was called to testify by 
lawyers for angry investors who 
accuse him of  costing them 
millions of  dollars in 2018 with 
untrue tweets about having 
funding secured to buy out 
shareholders at $420 a share.

UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak fined 
for not wearing a seatbelt in 
moving car

US Designates Russia's Wagner 
Group As "Transnational Criminal 
Organization"

London.UK police on Friday (January 20) fined Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak for not wearing a seatbelt in a 
moving car while filming a social media video. 
Without naming Sunak, Lancashire Police said it had 
issued a 42-year-old man from London with a 
conditional offer of a fixed penalty. "Following the 
circulation of a video on social media showing an 
individual failing to wear a seat belt while a passenger 
in a moving car in Lancashire we have today (Friday, 
Jan 20) issued a 42-year-old man from London with a 
conditional offer of fixed penalty," tweeted 
Lancashire Police. The conditional offer of a fixed 
penalty phrasing means that the individual fined has 
the offer to pay and implicitly accepts guilt within 28 
days. Still, as a trade-off, they pay much less than the 
maximum fine and do not risk going to court to 
answer the case. It tends to be the standard penalty 
issued in such cases. Sunak was fined Pound 50 
(around Euro 57 or USD 62), one-tenth of the 
theoretical maximum fee for not wearing a seat belt, if 
taking the case to court, reported DW News. Notably, 
passengers caught failing to wear a seat belt when one 
is available can be fined Pound 100. This can increase 
to Pound 500 if the case goes to court. Soon after the 
fine announcement, Sunak’s office said in a statement 
that "the prime minister fully accepts this was a 
mistake and has apologized. He will of course comply 
with the fixed penalty." Sunak was in Lancashire 
when the video was filmed, during a trip across the 
north of England. The video - to promote the 
government's latest round of "levelling up" spending - 
was posted on Sunak`s Instagram account. 

Earlier, he had apologized after removing his seatbelt to 
film a campaign video in the back of a moving car. 
The PM's spokesman said he had made an "error of 
judgment" by briefly taking it off to film a social 
media clip during a trip to the north of England. In the 
clip, recorded for Instagram, Sunak addresses the 
camera without wearing the safety device while the 
vehicle he is in keeps moving, reported Politico. 

The spokesperson said, "The prime minister believes 
everyone should wear a seatbelt," reported Politico. 
"It was an error of judgment, he removed it for a short 
period of time to film a clip, which you`ve seen, but he 
accepts that was a mistake." It is the second time 
Sunak has received a fixed penalty notice while in 
government. Last April, Sunak was one of roughly 50 
people, including former Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, who received a fixed penalty notice last 
April for attending a birthday party for Johnson at 10 
Downing Street in June 2020, in defiance of the 
government's own rules on social distancing during 
the COVID pandemic. 

Washington.The United States on Friday designated 
Russia's Wagner group as a "transnational criminal 
organization," raising pressure on the private Russian 
army fighting in Ukraine.White House national security 
spokesman John Kirby said Wagner, controlled by 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, a businessman close to President 
Vladimir Putin, has about 50,000 fighters in Ukraine, 80 
percent of them drawn from prisons.Kirby showed US 
intelligence photographs of North Korea supplying 
arms to Wagner for its Ukraine operations, and said the 
private army has become a rival to the formal Russian 
military.The photographs, from November 18-19, show 
Russian rail cars entering North Korea, picking up a 
load of infantry rockets and missiles, and returning to 
Russia, he said.  He said the US Treasury was formally 
designating Wagner as a transnational criminal 
organization, putting it in league with Italian mafia 
groups and Japanese and Russian organized crime.

The designation will allow the wider application of 
sanctions on the group's sprawling global network, 
which includes mercenary operations as well as 
businesses in Africa and elsewhere.Wagner "is a 
criminal organization that is committing widespread 
atrocities and human rights abuses," Kirby said."We 
will work relentlessly to identify, disrupt, expose and 
target those who are assisting Wagner," he said.

Kirby also said the United States had presented its 
intelligence on Wagner's North Korean purchase to the 
UN Security Council's unit on North Korea sanctions.

The arms transfers from North Korea are in direct 
violation of United Nations Security Council 
resolutions, Kirby said.Kirby said there is evidence that 
Prigozhin's confidence in Wagner fighters' relative 
success in Ukraine has generated tensions in the 
Kremlin."Wagner is becoming a rival power center to 
the Russian military and other Russian ministries," 
Kirby said."Prigozhin is trying to advance his own 
interest in Ukraine and Wagner is making military 
decisions based largely on what they will generate for 
Prigozhin, in terms of positive publicity."

New Delhi, Sunday, 22 January, 2023 THE SIKH TIMES
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‘Keralam’, a place for history buffs and beginners

Drug controller says didn’t 
ban condom, but only wanted 

students counselled

BENGALURU. Karnataka Drug 
Control Department, Bhagoji T 
Khanpure, who had earlier issued 
a circular for banning sale of 
condoms and contraceptives to 
children below 18 years, clarified 
that their aim is to create 
awareness and counsel teenagers 
to ensure they don’t indulge in 
sexual activities.Khanpure said 
they did not issue any circular 
banning sale of contraceptives. 
He said they have only asked 
medical shop owners to counsel 
those students who come to buy 
contraceptives. He added that 
shop owners must educate 
children not to indulge in sexual 
activities at their age.

Pharmacists raised concerns that 
neither banning the sale of 
condoms or such awareness 
initiatives can ensure that 
chi ldren know about  sex 
education. PS Bhagavan, retired 
deputy director, pharmacy, said 
that the idea of creating 
awareness gets nullified as Indian 
medical shops do not have 
enough certified pharmacists.

Most of the times, the counters are 
manned by sales persons who do 
not have the skill or knowledge to 
educate children, he said. 
Counselling on the counter also 
seems to be a bit implausible as 
the pharmacy will need a proper 
space,  he added. Earlier,  
Khanpure had agreed that 
contraceptives are not for teens 
and they should not indulge in 
sexual activities. He had also said 
he released the circular after the 
incident of contraceptives and 
condoms found in the bag of 
some Class 10 students in a city 
s c h o o l .  D o c t o r s  a n d  
psychologists also said that the 
right age to be indulging in sexual 
activities is a social concept. 
H e n c e ,  c o u n s e l l i n g  a n d  
awareness must begin in homes 
and schools.

terminal building at a height of CHENNAI. The new mofussil bus 
nearly 18m from the terrace. In terminus at Kilambakkam, being built at a 
between, supports are to be cost of Rs 393.74 crore, will be 
provided on the terrace of the inaugurated by February 15, according to 
main terminal building. The work the Chennai Metropolitan Development 
is expected to be completed soon.Authority (CMDA).

Kilambakkam bus terminus once Foundation for the bus terminus to cater to 
thrown open is expected to cater south-bound buses was laid in February 
to 1.5 lakh passengers with a 2019 and the project was expected to be 
parking space for 250 buses, 270 completed by 2021, but it got delayed to 
cars and 3,500 two-wheelers. the Covid-induced lockdown.It was later 
Meanwhile, a rail link to the new announced that the work would be 
mofussil bus terminus will be completed by September 2002, however, 

construct the steel dome. CMDA changed the provided by building a skywalk. the deadline was further extended. Now 
construction methodology so that the elevation During the inaugural meeting of Chennai the housing secretary is keen to complete the 
structures are cast as pre-engineered structures Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority work by mid-February and has instructed the 
using structural steel members. The elevation chaired by the chief minister, approval was chief executive officer of CMDA to file a daily 
structures have to be constructed in a curved given for the 15.5km stretch which would cost report on the work status. Official sources said 
profile which will rest over the terrace of the the exchequer Rs 4,080 crore, said sources.the delay is due to the time being taken to 

as kathakali, mohiniyattam, and arrival of the Portuguese and THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.   
theyyam, as well as crafts like Dutch in Kerala, as well as the rise History is never boring. All one 
kathakali masks, bell metal lamps, of the local kingdoms and needs is inquisitiveness. For 
and wooden carvings. There is a chieftains.Among the major, people who want to know about 
section on the tradit ional timeless exhibits is Bhoothagana, the heritage and history of Kerala, 
architecture of Kerala, like the a 16th Century stone sculpture of Keralam Museum, located on the 
‘ N a l u k e t t u ’  h o u s e s ,  the servant of Lord Siva. The rare Vellayambalam stretch in the 
‘Padmanabhapuram Palace’ and a piece shows the Udara Mukha capital city, is the perfect place to 
gallery that showcases intricate Gana (face in the stomach) start.  A treasure trove of the rich of Travancore. A fine example of 
metalwork practised in the region complete with the thrisoolam history and culture of Kerala, the colonial architecture, the building 
in the past.History buffs will be (trident) and the simhakundalam museum is housed in an old was later used as the residence for 
especially drawn to the section (lion-shaped ear ornaments).The beautiful colonial-style building the dewan of Travancore and then 
containing the tools and weapons, museum also has a collection of and is dedicated to preserving and as a school. It was restored and the 
coins, inscriptions, and other palm-leaf, paper and parchment showcasing the centuries-old museum started functioning in it 
artefacts dating back to the Indus manuscripts, an important part of relics of the state. The museum in 2014. The exhibits include 
Valley Civilization and the Kerala’s literary heritage that building itself is a historical traditional musical instruments, 
Sangam period. The section also cover a wide range of subjects, landmark, having been built by the j e w e l l e r y,  t e x t i l e s ,  a n d  
includes exhibits on the events of including religion, literature and British in 1812 to serve as the manuscripts. There are items on 
the medieval period, like the history.residence of the British Resident traditional performing arts, such 

to make the pumping station operational by BENGALURU. With the Thippagondanahalli 
March, but as the wires were burnt and some reservoir rejuvenation work nearing 
chips and pipes were damaged leading to a Rs completion, engineers of the Bangalore 
4-crore loss after the heavy rain and flooding Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) 
of September 5, the contractors took up repair say the rejuvenated 110 MLD storage 
and overhauling. According to the engineers, capacity reservoir, will supply 60 MLD of 
by making the Thippagondanahalli reservoir water in the first phase, from May.Officials 
operational, the board will be able to cover attributed the two-month delay to Ukraine 
the regular drinking water needs of 10-15 per war, as some imported machines from 

Germany were delayed. 
This apart, the operation 
was also delayed due to 
the flooding of the 
pumping  s ta t ion  in  
S e p t e m b e r  l a s t  
year.Speaking to The 
New Indian Express, a 
senior BWSSB engineer 
said the board has drawn 
up a plan to ensure regular 
drinking water supply to 
villages that were merged 
into the BBMP in 2010 
after delimitation, and 
also to new layouts 
formed by the BDA.“The 
BDA layouts and many 
villages that were added 
to the Palike limits in 

cent of the population in Bengaluru West. As West Bengaluru will get regular drinking 
the summer is round the corner, Engineer-In-water supply. As we will complete the work 
Chief N Suresh also stressed that Bengaluru, by April, the board will first supply 50-60 per 
which is receiving 1,450 MLD of water on a cent of water from the Thippagondanahalli 
daily basis, will not face any shortage as the reservoir and after a few more months, the 
Torekadnahalli pumping station is regularly supply will be increased,” said a senior 
supplying water.BWSSB engineer. The BWSSB had planned 

TG Halli dam nears 90% completion, 
to supply 60 MLD water

Kilambakkam bus terminus 
to be opened soon

Apollo to host conclave 
on inflammatory bowel 
disease

Stop Sankey flyover: Kids 
to ‘Uncle Bommai’

Renovated block at 
Cancer Institute 
rededicated

Rs 100 crore push to up green cover in Bengaluru

CHENNAI. Following renovation and 
modernisation of the Mrs Madhuram 
Narayanan Block at the Cancer Institute at a 
cost of Rs 6 crore with a donation from the 
Sanmar Group CSR Trust, the block was 
rededicated by N Kumar and Vijay Sankar of 
The Sanmar Group on Friday.

The block was built in memory of Sankar’s 
mother in 2000. The modernised block has 
new consultation rooms, an emergency 
ward, 23 state-of-the-art patient rooms, two 
iodine treatment rooms as per the BARC 
standards, and nurses’ stations, among other 
facilities. V Seshasayee, Chairman of the 
Cancer Institute, said, “For N Sankar, the 
purpose was more important than the money 
involved.He supported a number of 
institutions, including Cancer Institute, 
much before CSR was mandated.” While the 
initial cost of the renovation was Rs 2.5 
crore, it escalated to Rs 6 crore. However, 
Sankar immediately agree to fund it and 
promptly sent the donation, he added.

BENGALURU. Using letters to send a They stated that there is no need for the 
strong message to the state government, flyover, but traffic at Cauvery Junction 
around 2,000 students on Friday posted needs to be regulated.In October 2022, 
handwritten postcards to the Chief TNIE had written an article- Three cave-
Minister’s Office at Vidhana Soudha, ins in four weeks on Sankey Tank Road -- 
urging him to drop the proposed Sankey set off the alarm. BBMP officials had 
flyover.In the postcards, the students from admitted that Sankey Road had become a 
schools around Malleswaram, Sankey matter of concern with many seepage 
Tank, Vyalikaval, and Sadashivanagar points. They also announced that an 
have addressed the CM as Bommai Uncle. agency would be hired to assess the 
Most of the postcards penned in Kannada damages and conduct a detailed study.

Later, however, BBMP officials continued and English read: “Dear Bommai Uncle, 
with the once-shelved Sankey flyover Please save our environment. We want to 
project. It was first mooted in 2011 but was learn in a healthy and safe atmosphere. We 
set aside with rising opposition and do not want Sankey Flyover (sic).”

Each postcard also had the signature of the litigation. Now the BBMP has prepared a 
student, to ensure that they are genuine. DPR for a project of Rs 60 crore, where Rs 
The letter writing was organised by 30 crore is allocated for widening the 
schools and resident welfare associations existing Sankey Road and constructing a 
in the vicinity. KR Iyer, a member of road below it, by occupying a portion of 
Citizens for Sankey, also a part of the the school and tank bund area. The 
campaign said that around 2,000 students remaining Rs 30 crore will be used for 
have written and on Monday more constructing a flyover from Sankey 
students will be writing. The children are junction towards Cauvery junction.

BBMP Chief Commissioner Tushar of varied age groups.The students said 
Girinath said the DPR has been prepared they understand the impact of the flyover -
and if people have any better suggestions - it will worsen air quality and increase the 
for improvement or easing traffic presence of PM10 and PM2.5. The trees 
situation, they should give it. Interestingly, will be axed and traffic will increase. 
another senior BBMP official admitted Noise and air pollution will also go up.

Earlier, residents and activists had that the Cauvery underpass and BDA 
undertaken a signature campaign against Junction underpass were bottlenecks and 
the same project, where over 17,000 needed to be demolished for better traffic 
signatures were collected in two weeks. regulation. 

CHENNAI. In the wake of increasing 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) in the 
country, Apollo Hospitals along with Tamil 
Nadu Gastroenterologist Trust will 
organise a conclave to education educate 
doctors ,  pa t ients  and heal thcare  
professionals on Sunday. Faculties from 
USA and UK will address more than 300 
delegates from across the globe in the one-
day event. Results from the recent study 
conducted by Apollo Hospitals in the south 
revealed most people with IBD were 
youngsters. Two bowel diseases have been 
increasing alarmingly in our country. One is 
inflammatory bowel disease - a long-term 
condition of relapsing and remitting 
inflammation of the intestines. The other is 
bowel (colon) cancer, said the release.

Migrant labourer hit by 
stray bullet from CISF 
firing range
CHENNAI. A 30-year-old migrant labourer 

was injured on Thursday evening after he 
was hit in the leg by a stray bullet from the 
firing range near Tirusulam, where a CISF 
personnel was involved in target practice. 
The man identified as Insar Aslam (30) from 
Bihar is out of danger, said the police.

Aslam who was working on the second floor 
of the under-construction building fell after 
he was shot in the leg. “Other employees 
thought an iron rod had pierced Aslam’s leg. 
He was rushed to a nearby private hospital, 
where the doctors removed a bullet from his 
leg,” said a senior police officer. The 
construction site is about two km away from 
the shooting range which belongs to the 
Army, where CRPF, CISF and other central 
uniformed units practice. “The gun used was 
an INSAS rifle which has a firing range of 
about one km. However, we suspect that the 
bullet deflected after hitting a rock or metal 
board which increased the range to two km,” 
police added.

BENGALURU. “We are allocating Rs 100 
crore in grants to increase green cover in the 
city. From now on, we will develop gardens 
that will suit the title ‘Garden City’,” said 
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai, 
inaugurating the 213th biennial Lalbagh 
Flower Show on Friday.The theme for this 
year’s Republic Day flower show, being 
held at Lalbagh from January 20-30, is 
‘Bengaluru’s History’. Speaking on the 
sidelines of the inauguration, the CM 
remarked that due to various development 
works, the green cover has shrunk in 
Bengaluru city.The CM also stated that 
parks in BBMP limits, as well those under 
the Horticulture Department, will be 
developed. “In the coming budget, the 
government will earmark Rs 100 crore for 
increasing greenery and will also hold 
special programmes to improve horticulture 
and farm sector,” he said.For the first time, 
the state government has taken up the task of 
increasing green cover in the hilly regions to 
maintain balance in nature. Likewise, 
development in the horticulture realm will 
also be extended. “Special plans are being 
formulated in this regard. Along with the farmlands,” Bommai said.Expressing that been made.”Apart from Lalbagh, Cubbon Bommai looked at the exhibits in the Glass 
extension of green cover, its production and the flower show has turned out very well, Park and other green spaces in BBMP limits, House and took stock of the arrangements, 
productivity will also be increased. The the CM stated, “Between 10 lakh and 12 there is a need to create new gardens on the and also the special theme area at the West 
government is involved in developing lakh people are expected to visit this time, city outskirts and more trees must be Gate of Lalbagh. He lauded the efforts of 
horticulture, along with the growth of the and all the necessary arrangements have planted, the CM added. Meanwhile, officials.

Former employee held 
for bid to hurl bomb at 
office
CHENNAI. A 32-year-old mechanical 

engineer who alleged his former company 
blacklisted him was caught when he was 
about to hurl a petrol bomb on the premises 
on Thursday morning. He had earlier hurled 
a petrol bomb at the office on January 14, 
said the police. The arrested is V Srinivasu, a 
graduate of Andhra University in 
Visakhapatnam. He was working in a 
chemical piping contract company, which 
has its office in a private tech park on 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road in Mount locality. 
Police said the tech park houses six 
companies where at least 1,700 people are 
employed. On Thursday at around 11.30 am, 
deputy manager of  the building,  
Thiagarajan noticed a man moving around 
suspiciously and he along with the security 
nabbed him and handed him over to the 
police. The accused said he had resigned 
from the company three months ago and 
tried to land jobs with other companies. “He 
suspects the former employer had 
blacklisted him which is why he was not 
getting job offers and hence he threw the 
bomb,” said the police.

This apart, the operation was also delayed due to the flooding of the 
pumping station in September last year.

CM says parks, lung spaces in Bengaluru will be developed

BBMP Chief Commissioner Tushar Girinath said the DPR has been 
prepared and if people have any better suggestions for improvement or 

easing traffic situation, they should give it.

History is never boring. All one needs is inquisitiveness.

Once inaugurated in mid-February, the terminus will cater to around 1.5 
lakh south-bound commuters per day
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the powerful MP who has been ruling the akhada as An ugly bout is playing out, not in the sporting arena 
WFI chief for three consecutive terms. It is a but at Jantar Mantar in Delhi, and it calls for 
courageous bid to clean up the management of immediate and stringent action. Just like a wrestler 
wrestling — a sport that has been bringing glory to is disqualified when she breaks the match rules, 
India with its rich haul of medals at global platforms.given the allegations of sexual misconduct against 

the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) president The authorities must ensure Brij Bhushan’s ouster. For, 
Brij Bhushan Charan Singh, who is also a BJP MP, it is not every day that one sees so many complainants 
he must be made to step down from his powerful coming out. The sad truth is that in a bid to achieve 
position pending the inquiry into the charges. That personal sporting glory, many sportspersons are 
the wrestling community — from Olympic stars to forced to endure moral turpitude by those in control of 
aspiring grapplers — is up in arms over Brij things. Two recent exposes show how such 
Bhushan’s character and manner of functioning perpetrators carry on with impunity for long before 
lends gravitas to the situation and calls for a police being called out. Last June, cycling coach RK Sharma 
probe. Spearheaded by Commonwealth Games was accused of sexually harassing a top female cyclist 
medallist Vinesh Phogat and Olympic medallists and threatening to derail her career. In 2021, the 
Bajrang Punia and Sakshi Malik, nearly 200 predatory behaviour of a Tamil Nadu sports academy 
wrestlers have been demanding action against the coach, P Nagarajan, was revealed when after a 
federation chief and several coaches for sexually teenaged athlete accused him of sexual misconduct 
harassing many young women athletes at camps from 2013 to 2020, seven more women who had 
and running the game in a dictatorial way.The trained under him during his three-decade career said 
veteran wrestlers have taken up cudgels for their they had undergone similar torment. Zero tolerance 
younger counterparts who are too scared to take on for such transgressions should be the norm.

Alcohol’s 
cancer risk calls 
for policy review

Defence budget must be capability-driven

help was drawn from Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and The last time I was in Goa, the land of my ancestors, was in 
Assam. Electricians and plumbers, as well as other 2019. It was my 90th birthday and I decided to celebrate 
tradesmen required to maintain modern households, hail it with my brother and my cousins who live in Goa. Till I 
mainly from neighbouring Karnataka. Since quite a joined the Indian Police Service in 1953, my travel 
major chunk of them are Muslims, the percentage of destination was only one — Goa. As soon as the school 
Muslims in Goa has risen from 2% in 1961 to 8% today. mid-term vacation was announced in October, and the 
Goans had not seen women in burqas in colonial days. end-of-term vacation in April, we boarded the 
Property owners are based in Delhi or Punjab. Property ‘Mahalaxmi’ or ‘Saint Anthony’, one of the two steamer 
prices have risen so drastically since my student days ships that sailed along the Konkan coast between 
that well-to-do locals have been effectively eclipsed Bombay and Panjim.The vacations were spent at the 
from the market.A common grouse I heard from even my home of my maternal grandparents at a small village 
own relatives was that Goans had been reduced to a called Badem in Salvador do Mundo. My mother and 
minority in their own land! I pointed out that Goans were her four sisters would congregate there with their 
themselves the culprits. Many Christians, in particular, children. We did not require any gimmicks to keep us 
had migrated to the UK, Canada and Australia after amused. We just enjoyed each other’s company.Our 
selling off their patrimony. The Punjabis paid big bucks, grandmother would hire half a dozen ‘matchboxes’, 
striking deals that were difficult to refuse!bullock carts with a contraption built over the cart. We 

all piled into them, our luggage and attendants in another In contrast, the eclipse of the Tripuris in Tripura was 
set of ‘matchboxes’, as we called them, and set out on triggered by an influx of Bengali Hindus from 
the slow journey to the beach. A cottage had been Bangladesh soon after Partition. The eclipse of the 
booked for a week, a sort of holiday from the routine of Bhutias and Lepchas in Sikkim was the result of large-
the main holiday.As the holidays neared their end, we scale Nepali migration into Darjeeling district of Bengal 
planned for our return to Mumbai. The return journey and further into Sikkim to its north. The influx of alien 
was usually by train since the monsoon would set in and people into settled areas invariably causes social 
the steamer services discontinued for the duration of the tensions which persist for decades. In the small states 
rains.The last time I stayed in my maternal home was asked the girl attendant to check the identity of the probably a policeman, but I never saw him in uniform. populated by tribals, like Meghalaya, the conflict 
when I was preparing for the Civil Services nocturnal visitor. She did not need to do that as the door Goa’s police has more cops for every thousand of the between the locals and the people from the plains need 
examination. I landed up at my grandmother’s home in was open. I strode into the house and surprised her. I population, certainly much more than Maharashtra, yet much greater attention lest it leads to violent 
June and stayed on till September, when the written mention this because things have changed drastically the only policemen I have seen on Goa’s streets today are confrontations.But reverting to my holiday in the land of 
exams were held. It rained without respite right through since those days of my youth. No house is left open now. the traffic cops in white shirts and the whistle which my ancestors, I was happy to meet up with my only 
my stay.It was a huge house. My grand-mother had only In fact, the modern phenomenon is of gated communities stamps their authority.The only Goans I see on roads surviving sibling, who turned 92 during my11-day 
an elderly woman to cook for her and a small girl for odd with security personnel drawn mainly from the North of toda are taxi drivers, who keep a sharp look out for the holiday. Six of our group of cousins had crossed 90, three 
jobs. There was a constant demand on me to cease the country, where unemployment is a major problem. ubiquitous tourist. When I visited this year, the church — have surpassed my age of 93 plus. Of the six 
studying for some time every day to sit down and talk to on X’mas Day and New Year’s Day — was filled with nonagenarians, four were not able to hear and one other In my youth, I had not seen a uniformed policeman during 
her. There was no electricity in the villages. At night, I Goan Christians. could manage to hear with one ear. One was totally blind my stay in Goa. There was one ‘Mestiso’ family in my 
studied under a petromax. I had to speak to my and the mobility of each of them, except that of my mother’s village. The Mestisos, also known as ‘paclos’ in The influx of Punjabis and other North Indians in Goa is 
grandmother in Portuguese, a language spoken at home brother, was Well, these are the wages of old age. My late Konkani were those with Portuguese blood mixed with very noticeable. In the gated community in which I 
and with relatives, but not learnt in school by a Mumbai- wife would rail against the ravages of old age till I Goan. One of the Mestiso boys was employed as a stayed as a guest of my granddaughter and her husband, 
based Goan like me!When I arrived in the village, it was pointed out to her that the alternative was to go early to ‘soldado’, a soldier. The few policemen in uniform were the residents I met were from all over the country, but the 
well past sunset. I called out to my grandmother, who eternal rest!also called ‘soldados’. The Badem ‘soldado’ was owners of the bungalows were Punjabis. The domestic 

Sack wrestling chief

THE world is taking note of ramifications of 
alcohol-related costs to the nations. In a recent 
article in The Lancet, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has warned that there is no 
‘safe limit’ to alcohol consumption, and even a 
small amount may increase the risk of cancer.

Overall, alcohol consumption is linked to as many 
as 3 million deaths (5.3 per cent of all deaths) in 
the world each year. Younger people are 
disproportionately affected by alcohol compared 
with older people, and one in seven deaths among 
those aged between 20 and 39 years is attributed 
to alcohol. In 2020, alcohol was responsible for 
7,40,000 cancer cases worldwide.The National 
Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5) for 2019-21 
revealed that nearly 15 crore people (over 15 
years of age) consume alcohol in India (1.5 per 
cent of women and 18.8 per cent of men; 16.5 per 
cent in rural areas and 19.9 per cent in urban 
India). Alcohol consumption was the highest in 
Arunachal Pradesh (38.47 per cent), followed by 
Telangana (24.56 per cent) and Jharkhand (20.19 
per cent). In Punjab, it was 11.9 per cent, Haryana 
8.5 per cent, and in Chandigarh 9.84 per cent.

There has been an increase in alcohol consumption 
in India in the last three decades by close to 5.5 per 
cent in men over 15 years of age and to a smaller 
extent in women too.The increase in consumption 
could be due to increased access and marketing, 
c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e ,  f e m a l e  
empowerment and rising incomes. Alcohol 
consumption is no more a taboo and age is no 
longer a factor. Liberalisation of alcohol permits 
and licences for restaurants and bars has also 
contributed to the rising consumption. The 
average age of initiation has also come down.

Alcohol is widely known to cause liver cirrhosis 
and its resultant complications. The other major 
impact of alcohol consumption is accidents due to 
drunk driving. Alcohol is also linked to a number 
of other diseases like pancreatitis, alcoholic 
cardiomyopathy, stroke, alcohol dependence, 
psychiatric disorders, dementia, self-harm and 
interpersonal violence.Most gastroenterology 
wards in public ospitals of north India are full of 
patients of alcoholic liver disease and alcohol-
induced pancreatitis, both of which can be life-
threatening and can financially ruin a family. 
Absenteeism, loss of productivity, social strife 
and domestic violence are also the negative 
effects of alcohol use. In addition, illicit alcohol 
may lead to blindness and even death. It has been 
seen that the ‘harm per litre’ is more to poor 
individuals than those affluent.There is not much 
awareness about the link between cancers and 
alcohol. Apart from liver cancer, cancers of head 
and neck, pancreas, colon, esophagus and breast 
are also related to alcohol use, accounting to over 
4 per cent of all cancers. The International Agency 
for Research on Cancer has classified alcohol as a 
high-risk carcinogen, together with radiation and 
smoking.Alcohol is a ready cash cow for India, 
with each state trying to increase its revenue from 
alcohol by boosting sales. In some states, excise 
duty on alcohol contributes up to 25 per cent of all 
revenue. Punjab’s excise department collected 
over Rs 4,000 crore in the first six months of 2022 
and the revenue collection increased by over 37 
per cent. The government admitted that its twin 
objective was to maximise revenue and provide 
affordable liquor. Haryana also clocked an 
increase of Rs 1,000 crore in excise duty on 
alcohol in the first half of 2022.A PGI study had 
projected the economic cost of alcohol 
consumption in India. By mathematical 
modelling, it was calculated that between 2011 
and 2050, treatment of alcohol-related disease 
conditions will impose a burden of Rs 3,100 
billion on the health system. The economic 
burden on society, out-of-pocket expenditure, 
productivity losses and health costs, all put 
together, amount to over Rs 1,20,000 billion and 
reflect a net economic loss of 1.45 per cent of the 
GDP per year to the Indian economy after taking 
account of revenue from sales. It needs to be kept 
in mind that this expenditure is borne by the 
families, industry, society, and not by the 
government. The current government spending 
on health is 1.2 per cent of the GDP.

THE annual budgetary process is well underway and the 
expected allocation for the nation’s security under the 
defence head is a matter of great interest and greater 
concern. India has an inimical neighbourhood, both on 
the western and northern fronts. While the western 
adversary has been a constant irritant, it does not pose a 
major threat by itself. The main issue of concern is and 
will remain China, with whom the unsettled land borders 
stretch across the Himalayas. The security situation in the 
neighbourhood, as well as globally, remains 
unpredictable and volatile.In the past, we have been 
mostly reactive in dealing with any crisis situation, not 
only militarily but even the monetary requirements were 
met in an emergency mode. While there has been a regular 
annual increase in global defence outlays, especially of 
the USA and China, the sudden jump in the case of a 
country like Japan is a stark pointer to the fragile security 
environment, which majorly factors in our northern 
adversary.A clear perception of desired capabilities 
linked to timelines is essential for meeting the security 
challenges that confront the nation, in at least a medium 
time frame of seven to 10 years.It is a well-known truism capital expenditure of the Central government has gone hence the pressing need for an amendment in making the 
that building capacities and developing capabilities need up by around 25 to 29 per cent. capital head of the defence budget ‘non-lapsable’ and 
time, while intentions can change rapidly. The bottom ‘roll-on’. This would also enable meeting urgent defence It may well be argued that the competing fiscal 
line for capability development is the fiscal outlay. needs during critical situations. The draft Cabinet note for requirements for national development, which includes a 
Infusion of high-end technology in military systems and a non-lapsable defence modernisation fund has been multitude of projects and government initiatives, civilian 
equipment, which in the present day includes cyber, space under consideration by the government for quite some infrastructure, healthcare and education, among others, 
and unmanned platforms, is cost-intensive.However, time now and its approval needs to be accorded may preclude any substantial increase in the defence 
every year we see only a marginal increase in the defence expeditiously. The situationdemands solutions, not outlay. While this needs to be appreciated in a developing 
budget, which is not even adequate to overcome inflation. shuffling of papers.Having had this long experience of nation like ours with a burgeoning population living at 
In fact, it has been decreasing as a proportion of total underfunding and underutilisation, maybe it is time for a subsistence levels, it is ironic and distressing that even the 
government expenditure. During the last 10 years, the fixed amount to be transferred every year to a defence reduced allocations for defence are not fully utilised.
annual defence budget as a percentage of the GDP has modernisation fund that can be managed by the RBI or a Budgetary constraints and labyrinthine processes have 
shown a decline, with the ratio for the last year being the designated bank. This fund should be drawn upon to make undoubtedly been a dampener in acquisition of military 
lowest since the 1960s. This has been well below the acquisitions in a time-bound manner. A necessary weapons and equipment. Repeatedly, we see the lapsing 
desired levels. The Parliamentary Standing Committee concomitant would be transparent acquisition processes, of allocated funds at the end of the financial year. The 
on Defence had recommended that defence expenditure whether from domestic or foreign sources. Lapsing of solutions to all this have been highlighted often enough, 
should be 3 per cent of the GDP to ensure adequate capital funds, convoluted procurement processes and red not only by the armed forces but also by the Parliamentary 
preparedness of the armed forces, based on threat tape, with no accountability, have no place in modern-day Standing Committee for Defence.First and foremost, the 
perceptions, and developing long-term deterrence governance, least of all in the area of national security. It defence budget must be capability-driven and not 
capabilities against hostile neighbours.The allocation for is time to make a bold move in this Budget.intention-driven! The total annual outlay is always falling 
the Ministry of Defence has shown a much lower annual On February 1, the Finance Minister will present the Union short of the projected requirements. To safeguard against 
growth as compared to the average growth in overall Budget, which will be the last full-year annual financial slippages due to procedural tardiness in procurements, it 
Central government expenditure of 14 per cent. Since statement by the present government. It is fervently is imperative to make the Capital Budget ‘non-lapsable’ 
2011-12, the capital outlay for defence grew at an annual hoped that due importance will be given to the monetary and ‘roll-on’ in nature, with a three-to-five-year time 
average rate of 7 per cent, while the overall capital cost of ensuring national security, not only in terms of span. During the recent winter session of Parliament, the 
expenditure of the Central government grew at 13 per enhanced outlay but also by making provisions to obviate Standing Committee on Defence has once again stressed 
cent. The share of capital outlay for defence in total non-utilisation of funds.Most importantly, the defence that a ‘non-lapsing fund’ for military modernisation must 
government capital expenditure decreased from 41 per budget should not be viewed as a drain on the national be created so that the mid-year need for additional grants 
cent to 23 per cent in this period. The increase in capital economy. With emphasis on high-quality indigenous and budgetary allocation is avoided.At present, there is no 
outlay for defence over the last two years, which includes defence production, both by private players and separate allocation of funds for committed liabilities and 
expenditure on big-ticket platforms such as tanks, naval efficiently managed defence public sector undertakings new schemes, as both are covered under capital 
vessels and aircraft, as well as a large and varied and the large dual-use ecosystem that this creates, a major acquisitions, contrary to recommendations made by this 
inventory of smaller systems, equipment and portion of the defence expenditure can well be seen as an committee. Under the present rules of business, allotted 
infrastructure, has been around 10 to 12 per cent, while engine of economic growth.funds lapse at the end of the financial year on March 31, 

Initiate probe into harassment charges against Brij Bhushan

Editorial

Having had this long experience of underfunding and underutilisation, maybe it is time for a fixed amount to be transferred every year to a defence modernisation fund that can be managed by the RBI or a designated bank. This fund should be drawn upon to make 
acquisitions in a time-bound manner. A necessary concomitant would be transparent acquisition processes, whether it’s from domestic or foreign sources. The defence budget should not be viewed as a drain on the national economy.

Influx of Punjabis and other North Indians to this small state is very noticeable

The big change in Goa
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record seventh straight term,  New Delhi. The Gujarat Pradesh 
bagging 156 seats.Earlier this Congress Committee (GPCC) on 
month, Congress constituted a Friday said it has suspended 38 
fact-finding committee to members from the party for six years 
evaluate Gujarat assembly poll for anti-party activities during the 
results. The three-member assembly election held in December.
committee comprising Nitin Congress managed to win just 19 seats 
Raut, Shakeel Ahmad Khan and in the Gujarat elections and the party 
Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka was was not expected to replicate its 
tasked to evaluate the results of creditable performance of the last 
the recently-concluded elections assembly elections.The disciplinary 
in Gujarat and suggest measures committee of the Gujarat Congress Raiyabhai Rathod, Narmada district 

to be taken.The committee was asked met twice this month and received 71 president Harendra Valand and former 
to submit the report to the President complaints against 95 people, its Nandod MLA P D Vasava are among 
within two weeks.In the run-up to the c o n v e n e r  B a l u  P a t e l  t o l d  the 38 persons who have been 
December 2022 assembly election, as reporters.“We suspended 38 workers suspended from the party, he said.
many as 19 BJP leaders were also for anti-party activities. Action will be Gujarat voted in two phases- December 
s u s p e n d e d  f o r  a n t i - p a r t y  taken against others as well. Eight 1 and 5 last year and the Bharatiya 
activities.They filed their nominations workers have received warnings,” Janata Party (BJP), riding high on the 
for the election and were contesting Patel said. charisma of Prime Minister Narendra 
against official candidates of the party.Surendranagar district president Modi, retained power in the state for a 

Explosion at former MLA's house in 
J&K's Poonch, empty cartridges found

Gujarat Congress suspends 38 workers 
over anti-party activities in assembly polls

  New Delhi. succeeded Trivendra Rawat as chief minister A video of BJP leader and former The Uttarakhand government has said that 
had dismantled the DDAs.Uttarakhand chief minister Trivendra Singh crack meters installed in the damaged houses 

Rawat has gone viral on social media. In the of Joshimath have registered no further SNOWFALL IN JOSHIMATH BRINGS 
video, when asked a question about the land- widening of cracks in the last three days.FRESH WOES
subsidence crisis in Joshimath, Rawat replied Crack meters installed by CBRI to measure the Uttarakhand's 'sinking' town Joshimath received 
that "the onus rests on everyone in a cracks in the buildings have indicated no the season's first snowfall on Friday, adding 
democracy, some of them are wise, some less increase in the width of the cracks in the last fresh woes to challenges being faced by the 
wise and some still less wise"."It is an irony and three days. This is a positive sign," Secretary authorities and residents amid land 
even beauty of a democracy that people in this of Disaster Management Dr Ranjit Kumar subsidence.The meteorological department 
system elect their representatives. So, Sinha said.had predicted rain and snowfall in Joshimath, 
sometimes the onus or the responsibility comes Chamoli and Pithoragarh on January 19, 20, 23 ‘SINKING’ JOSHIMATH
to people who cannot handle it. That leads to and 24. As many as 849 houses in Joshimath have 
problems," PTI quoted Rawat as saying.On the DEMOLITION WORK HALTED developed cracks following land subsidence 
dismantling of District Development following a fresh spell of rain and snowfall, and 258 families have been moved to Demolition work of hotels Malari Inn and Mount 
Authorities which were set up during his tenure adding to the woes of families who have moved temporary relief centres. The Uttarakhand View, which were declared unsafe, has been 
as chief minister, the BJP leader said they were out of their damaged homes and are staying at government has already announced relief halted due to heavy snowfall in the region. The 
created in view of Uttarakhand's high seismic temporary shelter camps. These camps were set packages worth crores of rupees for the Badrinath Highway has been opened as other 
vulnerability. up by the government after several houses in affected families of Joshimath.roads have been shut due to snowfall. The 

Joshimath developed cracks over the past few "They (DDAs) were created so that  ‘sinking’ town Joshimath is also facing power On the other hand, Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
days.Electric heaters have been provided to infrastructural and development projects could outage. Pushkar Singh Dhami said 65-70 per cent 
temporary relief and arrangements for bonfires be carried out in a planned manner," Rawat people in Joshimath are leading a normal life SHELTER CAMPS FOR AFFECTED 
have also been made for the affected families.said, adding it hurts to think of their and the Char Dham Yatra will commence in FAMILIES

dismantling. Tirath Singh Rawat who had NO FURTHER WIDENING OF CRACKS four months.A drop in temperature in Joshimath was noticed 

In democracy, responsibility comes to people who 
can’t handle it: Trivendra Rawat on Joshimath crisis

New Delhi.  An explosion was reported 
at the house of a former legislator in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Poonch district, 
officials said on Saturday.Former 
Surankote MLA and prominent Gujjar 
leader Choudhary Mohammad Akram 
said the incident occurred around 7.30 
pm on Friday and his family had a 
narrow escape as splinters pierced the 
ceiling of several rooms of his house in 
Lassana village."I was not home at the 
time of the incident. Later, I came to 
know that there was a powerful 
explosion, followed by some shots 
that were fired. Police and Army 
o f f i c i a l s  v i s i t e d  m y  h o u s e  
immediately after the incident and 
they are ascertaining the details," 
Akram told PTI in Jammu. Party, demanded a thorough probe into MLA and immediately rushed to the 

the incident.A police official said scene. A halogen light was found Akram, who resigned from the Congress 
empty cartridges of a 12-bore gun damaged and empty cartridges of a 12-in solidarity with former Jammu and 
were found from the scene of the bore gun were found on the spot," he Kashmir chief minister Ghulam Nabi 
incident."We came to know about a said, adding that further investigation Azad last year but later distanced 
blast near the house of the former is on.himself from Azad's Democratic Azad 

I will keep fighting till 
am alive: Swati 

Maliwal reacts to 
‘fake sting’ claims

 Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) 
chief Swati Maliwal, who was allegedly molested 
and dragged for 10-15 meters by a drunk driver 
after her hand got stuck in his car's window around 
3 am on Thursday, reacted sharply to the 
allegations that the whole incident was fake.Swati 
Maliwal, on Saturday, called the allegations “dirty 
lies” and that she would fight till her last 
breath.She tweeted, “Let me tell those who think 
that they will scare me by telling dirty lies about 
me. I have done many big things in this short life by 
tying a shroud on my head. I was attacked many 
times but I did not stop. With every atrocity, the fire 
inside me grew stronger. No one can suppress my 
voice. I will keep fighting as long as I am 
alive!”The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Friday 
reportedly questioned Maliwal’s sting operation 
and said that the whole incident was a conspiracy 
to put Delhi Police under in a bad light.Delhi BJP 

leader Virendra Sachdeva alleged that the cab 
driver is a prominent AAP activist in South Delhi's 
Sangam Vihar.The 47-year-old driver has been 
arrested in the case.

As per the police, the driver, identified as Harish 
Chandra, suddenly pulled up the glass window 
when Maliwal was reprimanding him for asking 
her to sit in his car.The man drove off but then took 
a U-turn and returned, taking the narrow parallel 
lane.When he tried to force her into the car, she 
reached for the window to catch him. However, he 
allegedly pulled up the window, trapping her hand.

New Delhi. 

  New Delhi. A Bihar man reportedly chopped off his 
private part after his wife stayed back at her parents’ 
place.The incident was reported from the Rajni 
Nayanagar area under the Madhepura police station in 
Bihar on Friday night.The man, identified as Krishna 
Basuki, 25, son of Mahendra Basuki, is married to 
Anita, daughter of Chhote Lal Basuki, a resident of 
Malodh ward six under the Goalpara police station 
area. The couple has four children, including three 
daughters and a son.According to sources, Krishna 
lives and works in Punjab’s Mandi. He came to visit his 
family in Rajni Nayanagar two months ago.They said 
his wife, Anita, went to her parents’ house and delayed 
her return, which angered Krishna and he cut off his 
private part with a sharp-edged weapon.His relatives, 
who found him in a pool of blood, admitted him to the 
Medical College Hospital.Some sources have claimed 
that Krishna had been suffering from a mental disorder.

At the Medical College Hospital, Dr Sukesh Kumar said 
Krishna was being treated and was out of danger.

Ashram flyover closure: No 
respite from traffic jam on 
key stretches even on 
weekend

BJP leader and 

former Uttarakhand 

chief minister 

Trivendra Singh 

Rawat has said that 

in a democracy, 

responsibility often 

comes to people who 

are not in a position 

to handle it.,,

,,

Delhi’s min temp settles above normal, rain 
likely in parts of north India next week

 New Delhi. depart at 10.50 am, it'll now depart at 12.45 Mussoorie, a popular tourist spot, possibility of moderate snow in the While Delhi’s minimum 
pm. I hope it doesn't get cancelled received the season's first snowfall. The plains of Kashmir, and moderate to temperature has settled three notches above 
altogether." plains in the state, including Haridwar and heavy snow over the middle and normal, bringing respite from the severe cold 

Udham Singh Nagar districts, were higher reaches and rains in wave conditions, snowfall led to road SNOWFALL, RAIN IN HILL STATES OF 
enveloped in fog.Snowfall in the high- Jammu.Kashmir is currently under blockages in various northern hill states.The NORTH INDIA
altitude areas continues and overcast the grip of 'Chillai Kalan', the 40-day weather office has predicted light to The hill states of northern India witnessed 
conditions prevail in most of the places in harshest weather period when moderate rainfall in various parts of northern snowfall and light rain on Friday under the 
the plains, officials said.Dismantling of chances of snowfall are maximum India next week due to western cyclonic influence of a western disturbance, causing 
unsafe hotels and houses in Joshimath has and most frequent. Chillai Kalan disturbances.Strong surface winds are likely the closure of roads and impacting flight 
been temporarily halted due to bad begins on December 21 and ends on to prevail over Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, and operations.Snowfall and rain in various parts 
weather, Chamoli District Magistrate January 30. The cold wave continues west Uttar Pradesh on January 23 and 24, the of Uttarakhand intensified the cold, adding to 
Himanshu Khurana said.According to even after that with a 20-day-long weather office said.They said northern India the woes of Joshimath residents, living in 
officials, as many as 849 houses in 'Chillai Khurd' and a 10-day-long will get a respite from the cold wave for the temporary relief camps.Apart from 
Joshimath have developed cracks 'Chillai Bachha' following it.The next five days.The national capital recorded a Joshimath, located at a height of around Kashmir with the rest of the country -- was 
following land subsidence and 258 families higher reaches of Himachal Pradesh minimum temperature of 10.6 degrees 6,000 feet, many famous locations in the stopped due to snowfall and shooting stones 
have been moved to temporary relief witnessed light to moderate snowfall while Celsius, three notches above normal and the higher altitudes of Chamoli and Rudraprayag between Ramban and Banihal, officials 
centres.Kashmir too witnessed fresh intermittent rains occurred across the state highest in January so far, the India districts, including Badrinath, skiing said.Moreover, flight operations at the 
snowfall on Friday that led to the closure of under the influence of western disturbances, Meteorological Department (IMD) said. The destination Auli, Kedarnath, Hemkund Srinagar airport were affected due to 
the Srinagar-Jammu national highway and leading to the closure of 278 roads.maximum temperature was recorded at 23.1 Sahib, Nanda Devi National Park and the snowfall and low visibility, they added.The 
impacted flight operations to and from the degrees Celsius, three notches above normal, National Highway 3 and 305 were blocked at Valley of Flowers also witnessed snowfall, meteorological office had forecast wet 
Valley.Snowfall was recorded in the tourist they said. Rohtang Pass and Jalori Pass, while the officials said.Of the 47 villages in the weather in Jammu and Kashmir from January 
towns of Pahalgam and Gulmarg, as well as FLIGHTS DELAYED DUE TO FOG Gramphu to Lossar stretch of NH 505 was Chamoli district affected by snowfall, 19 are 19 to 25 due to western disturbances. It said 
in Anantnag, Kulgam, Shopian, Pulwama, also closed. As many as 177 roads were in the Ghat sub-division, 13 in Joshimath, As dense fog continued to affect visibility in there were chances of light to moderate rain 
Budgam, and the upper areas of Kupwara, closed for vehicular traffic in Lahaul and eight in Gairsain and seven in the Chamoli Delhi, several flights had to be delayed at the or snow in parts of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Ganderbal, and Srinagar.Traffic movement Spiti, 64 in Shimla, nine in Kinnaur, five in sub-division, the District  Disaster Delhi airport on Saturday morning. Friday and Saturday.The weather office 
on both sides of the Srinagar-Jammu national Chamba, three in Kullu and two each in Management office said.Dehradun also woke A passenger said, "I came from Punjab and I'm predicted a much higher intensity of 
highway -- the all-weather road connecting Kangra and Sirmaur districts.up to an early morning drizzle while going to London. The flight was scheduled to precipitation from January 23 to 25, with a 

Choudhary Mohammad Akram resigned from the Congress in solidarity with former 

Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad last year. However, later on, 

he distanced himself from Azad's Democratic Azad Party.
Delhi Commission for Women 

(DCW) Chairperson Swati 
Maliwal, on Saturday, reacted to 

the allegations by BJP leader that 
her molestation was staged.

Bihar man chops off  his 
private part after wife stays 
back at parents' home

 New Delhi.  With the Ashram flyover being shut for 
traffic due to the construction of a connecting road, 
commuters in the national capital, especially in 
stretches passing through the south Delhi areas, are 
facing a harrowing time. Even on weekends, 
commuters coming from Noida and Ghaziabad had to 
face traffic jams at key stretches- CV Raman Marg, 
Shaheen Bagh and Sarita Vihar.The 1.5-km-long 
Ashram flyover connects South Delhi to Noida in Uttar 
Pradesh. Ashram Chowk is a crucial link between south 
and central Delhi as well as Faridabad. The junction 
links the Mathura Road and the Ring Road (connecting 
Lajpat Nagar-Sarai Kale Khan as well as the DND 
flyover).A traffic jam was seen on CV Raman Marg 
route at 7.53 am on Saturday, the real-time data showed. 
Slight traffic congestion was also seen near Shaheen 
Bagh and Sarita Vihar at 8 am today morning.

Delhi Police had issued a traffic advisory suggesting 
alternate routes for commuters as the Ashram will 
remain shut for the construction work. Once the 
construction of this flyover is completed, lakhs of 
people commuting from Noida and other parts of Delhi 
to the southern part of the city will be freed from 
cumbersome traffic jams.

The Delhi Police has also cautioned commuters in south 
and southeast areas of the national capital to plan their 
journeys well in advance due to the closure.
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Morgan Stanley cuts CEO 
Gorman's Pay 10% to $31.5 
mn after turbulent 2022

Wipro lays off  452 freshers

NEW DELHI. The government on well. He said the applicability of the sponsoring it have taken money or any 
Friday made it mandatory for social guidelines has been extended to virtual form of connection they have with the 
media influencers and celebrities to influencers considering the rise in use brand,” Singh said.The size of the 
disclose their “material connection” or of this medium to endorse and social influencer market in India in 
interest such as share in company, advertise products. Virtual influencers 2022 was of the order of Rs 1,275 crore 
employment of self or family, gifts, have been defined as fictional and by 2025, it is likely to rise to Rs 
free trips, hotel accommodation, computer generated ‘people’ or avatars 2,800 crore. The secretary said the 
discounts and awards while endorsing who have realistic characteristics, social media influencer of substance 
any product, service or brand. features and personalities of humans, — those having a good number of 
Violation of this will attract a fine of up and behave in a similar manner as followers — are in excess of 1 lakh in 
to Rs 10 lakh for each offence and upto influencers.The guidelines details who the country.The consumers can lodge 
Rs 50 lakh for repeat offence.The should disclose, how to disclose and complaints of endorsers violating the 
guidelines titled “Endorsement Know- when to disclose the material guidelines with the Central Consumer 
Hows” released by the consumer c o n n e c t i o n  o f  e n d o r s e r s  o r  Protection Authority (CCPA). CCPA 
affairs ministry on Friday also said the influencers.The main objective of the chief commissioner Nidhi Khare said 
disclosures on all forms of social guideline is adequate disclosure by that unfair trade practice, misleading 
media has be in “hard to miss”, which anyone who is endorsing a product, advertisements in any form, format or 
means these have to be displayed service or brand. There is an obligation medium is prohibited by law. “Anyone 
prominently and in a manner that none for them to behave responsibly. One of gaining from the unfair trade practice 
can miss them while reading, listening the biggest paradigms of the Consumer will face the action,” she said.Khare 
or seeing such endorsements.Union Protection Act is the consumers right to added that the disclosure and 
consumer affairs secretary, Rohit know and this falls in that purview. endorsements should be in the same 
Kumar Singh said the guidelines are Consumers should know if something language and disclosures must not be 
applicable to celebrities, social media is thrown at them from digital media, mixed with a group of hashtags or 
influencers and virtual influencers as the person or the entity which is links.

Quality norms for leather, non-leather footwear 
to be implemented from July: Piyush Goyal

Social media influencers, celebs must disclose their 
interest when endorsing any product, service or brand

Mumbai.The Bombay high court has set communication dated March 14, 2020 the bondholding to continue. The court jurisdiction, argued a party in person.The 
aside the decision of the Yes Bank under which the administrator of the Yes held that to be illegal, saying Yes Bank administrator and the Yes Bank contended 
administrator writing off the additional Bank informed the (Bombay Stock stood reconstituted on March 13, 2020. it was fully entitled to write down the AT1 
tier-1 (AT1) bonds worth Rs 8,500 crore. Exchange) BSE and National Stock The HC added that “after the bank was bonds and “decision to write down was a 
The court issued its order on Friday on a Exchange the decision of the writing off reconstituted, the administrator could not commercial decision taken in exercise of 
batch of petitions filed by financial of the Additional Tier 1 debenture bonds”. have taken such a policy decision of and pursuant to contractual agreements 
institutions led by Axis Trustee Services The trustee services, Yes Bank AT1 writing off the debentures”.The HC said and rights and powers contained therein”.
and individual retail investors.The HC bondholders, other investors including the “March 14, 2020 letter and decision to The HC said, “Yes Bank is a banking 
has stayed the order for six weeks, giving Indiabulls Housing Finance sought write off AT1 bonds deserves to be set company” and in 2016 to augment its AT1 
Yes Bank time to appeal. The HC said at quashing of the administrator ’s aside”.The HC in its judgment said, “The capital, Yes Bank decided to issue certain 
the end of six weeks, “the protection decision.Peti t ioners also sought question would be whether the Basel III-compliant AT1 capital bonds in 
granted shall come to an end”.The order directions against the National Securities administrator would be competent to the form of non-convertible debentures on 
could jeopardise the recovery plans of Yes Depositories Limited and Central write off the AT1 bonds on March 14, a private placement basis via debenture 
Bank, which recently mobilised Rs 8,898 Depository Services Limited to take such 2020, that is, the day after the final Yes trustee agreement of December 22, 2016. 
crore from private equity investors — steps to reverse the effect of any Bank Reconstruction Scheme 2020 was Axis Bank was appointed as the debenture 
Carlyle Group and Advent International. accounting, entries, noting, writeoffs, notified on March 13, 2020.”The bench trustee, said its lawyer Vikram Trivedi of 
The bank, which had collapsed under the cancellations, etc.The HC held that Yes had reserved the matterfor order on MKA.The same day Yes Bank floated an 
weight of its bad loans in March 2020, Bank, in contravention to the master October 20, 2022 after hearing a host of information memorandum for the private 
was refloated following a reconstruction circular on Basel III capital regulations, senior counsel for petitioners including placement of Basel III-compliant AT1 
plan notified by the government. The issued 84,150 perpetual subordinated Zal Andhyarujina, Vikram Nankani, capital bonds in the form of non-
restructuring scheme included writing off unsecured non-convertible AT1 bonds to Sharan Jagtiani, Srijan Sinha, Janak convertible debentures for an aggregate 
the AT1 bonds on the grounds that the ineligible investors. This amounts to an Dwarkadas, Aspi Chinoy (for Yes Bank) value of Rs 2,100 crore with a greenshoe 
bank’s net worth was fully eroded.A untenable sale of AT1 Bonds.Yes Bank’s and Ravi Kadam for Reserve Bank of option of an additional Rs 1,500 crore in 
bench of Acting Chief Justice S V letter writing off AT1 bonds was dated India.The write off of AT1 bonds has case of over subscription. In October 
Gangapurwala and S M Modak said March 14, 2020, which was after the affected the legal rights of a class of 2017, the bank floated additional AT1 
“substratum of the challenge is the central government had already allowed citizens and thus is amenable to writ capital bonds worth Rs 3,000 crore.

HC sets aside Yes Bk move to 
write off Rs 8.5k cr AT1 bonds

New Delhi. The government will 
implement quality norms for 
leather and non-leather footwear 
from July this year, a move 
aimed at containing the import of 
sub-standard goods and boosting 
t h e  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r y.  
C o m m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  
Minister Piyush Goyal said that 
B I S  ( B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  
Standards) needs to be followed 
for better quality and larger 
production, which eventually 

"If industry stakeholders provided leads to good quality products for the 
substantial facts/data regarding under-consumers.He asked the industry to 
invoicing and undervaluing of imports, focus on quality and reduce import 
the government would take action," he dependence to capture a larger share of 
added. Goyal also said that high-the international market. "Quality 
quality production and large capacities Control Orders (QCO) for leather and 
in the sector are the need of the hour. the import of machinery needs to be non-leather footwear would be 
The minister expressed concern about reduced and domestic machinery implemented with effect from 1 July 
the importing of low-quality and low- manufacturers should be encouraged. 2023," the minister said. He was 
cost raw materials and said that the He asked India's leading manufacturers addressing a gathering here of over 100 
tendency needed to be addressed. to assess the trends of the countries i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  e n g a g e d  i n  

with a larger global share in export.Goyal also stressed that dependence on manufacturing sports shoes in India.

RIL Q3 profit falls 13% to Rs 17,806 crore
MUMBAI.: Reliance Industries (RIL) 

reported a 13% drop in the third quarter’s 
profit as export tax on refined fuels 
weighed down the dominant oilto-
chemical (O2C) business at India’s most 
valuable company. Export tax on 
transportation fuels, which came into 
effect from July 1, 2022, impacted RIL’s 
profit by Rs 1,898 crore, the company said 
in its filings to stock exchanges.

Profit stood at Rs 17,806 crore in Q3FY23, 
compared with Rs 20,539 crore a year 
earlier. In Q3FY22, RIL had made a profit 
of Rs 2,836 crore on the sale of its stake in 
a shale gas asset. If this exceptional item 
is excluded, RIL’s Q3FY23 profit is up 
3%. The comparative profit figure in 
Q3FY22 was Rs 22,391 crore.

Revenue totalled Rs 2. 2 lakh crore, up 15%, 
because of strong traction in the 
company’s consumer businesses (retail 
and telecom-Jio). Operating profit, a 
yardstick for underlying business 
performance, increased 16% to Rs 36,771 
crore. “All segments contributed to the increased by 3% to Rs 13,926 crore on Q3FY23, up 18%. ARPU is the total all consumer baskets. Reliance Retail had 
robust growth in consolidated ebitda higher volumes. “Downstream chemical revenue of the telecom operator divided 17,225 outlets as on December 31, 2022. 
(operating profit) on a year-on-year products witnessed margin pressure with by the number of users on its network. The consumer businesses (Jio and retail) 
basis,” said RIL chairman and MD excess supply and relatively weak Launched in 2016, Jio had about 433 accounted for 48% of RIL’s operating 
Mukesh Ambani. The company said its r e g i o n a l  d e m a n d , ”  A m b a n i  million customers as on December 31, profit in Q3FY23.Operating profit of 
board has approved a Rs 20,000-crore said.Operating profit of digital (Jio) 2022 and saw data and voice traffic media and financial services businesses 
fund-raise programme through private climbed 26% to Rs 12,900 crore due to growth of 24% and 10% on its network. declined 87% and 14% to Rs 212 crore 
issue of non-convertible debentures strong revenue growth and margin ARPU improved because of better and Rs 52 crore, while that of oil & gas 
(NCDs). Its total outstanding NCDs stood improvement. Jio’s average revenue per subscriber mix, RIL said.Operating profit zoomed 91% to Rs 3,880 crore. RIL’s debt 
at Rs 38,488 crore as on December 31, user (ARPU) — a key metric that of the retail business rose 25% to Rs 4,786 at the end of Q3FY23 was over Rs 3 lakh 
2022.O2C operating profit marginally influences income — was at Rs 178 in crore, led by well-rounded growth across crore, and it had Rs 1. 

Over 50,000 employees 
laid off by 153 companies 
globally in 2023 so far as 
Google joined the league

New Delhi: If 2022 was considered a bad year for 
workers as seen huge lay offs by big tech 
companies, 2023 isn't going much good so far. 
The first 20 days of January have seen over 
50,000 employees being laid off by 153 
companies, according to the tracker layoffs.fyi, 
the website which has been tracking all lay offs 
by the companies around the world since the 
inception of Covid-19.Tech giant Google has 
become the new participant to join the league as 
Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai has announced to 
lay off 12,000 employees globally amid toughest 
days. In the email sent to the affected employees 
in the US and other countries, Sundar Pichai 
informed about taking the full responsibility for 
the decisions to lead the company at this state 
and deeply sorry about that."This will mean 
saying goodbye to some incredibly talented 

people we worked hard to hire and have loved 
working with. I’m deeply sorry for that. The fact 
that these changes will impact the lives of 
Googlers weighs heavily on me, and I take full 
responsibility for the decisions that led us here. 
Over the past two years we’ve seen periods of 
dramatic growth. To match and fuel that growth, 
we hired for a different economic reality than the 
one we face today," Sundar Pichai said in the 
email.Swiggy also announced to lay off its 380 
employees amid the restructuring process 
including the closure of its Meat marketplace. 
Calling it an extremely difficult decision taken 
after exploring all available options, Swiggy 
founder Sriharsha Majety said in email sent after 
town hall meeting to affected employees, that he 
was extremely sorry to all of them for having to 
go through with that.

New Delhi. Employees’ prodvident fund organisation 
(EPFO) has announced to allow EPS’95 pensioners to 
submit their life certificate anytime that will be valid 
for one-year from the effective date of submission. It 
will ensure ease of living for pensioners.EPS-95 – 
Employee Pension Scheme-1995 is a social security 
scheme provided by the Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO). Under this scheme, employees 
working in the organised sector can get a pension after 
their retirement. This scheme was launched in 1995. In 
this scheme, a fixed minimum pension of between Rs 
1000 – Rs 2000 can be availed every month. Besides, it 
has many other facilities that can be availed. To avail 
benefits of the scheme, an employee should have 
completed a service for at least 10 years, which does 
not have to be continuous service. 

Good news for pensioners! 
EPFO allows submission of  
life certificate anytime for 
EPS'95 subscribers

Panaji .  A Goa-bound chartered flight from Russian 
capital Moscow with 240 passengers on board was 
diverted to Uzbekistan in the wee hours of Saturday 
following a bomb threat, police said.

The flight was scheduled to land at the Dabolim airport 
in South Goa at 4.15 am, a senior police official said. 
The flight (AZV2463) operated by Azur Air was 
diverted before it entered the Indian air space, he said.

"It was diverted after an email was received at 12.30 am 
by the Dabolim airport director that mentioned about a 
bomb being planted on the plane," the official said.

The incident occurred nearly two weeks after a Moscow-
to-Goa flight made an emergency landing at Gujarat's 
Jamnagar airport following a bomb threat.

(Only the headline and picture of this report may have 
been reworked by the Business Standard staff; the rest 
of the content is auto-generated from a syndicated 
feed.)

Goa bound flight from 
Moscow diverted to 
Uzbekistan after bomb threat

BENGALURU. Wipro has laid off 452 employees after 
they performed poorly in internal tests, following a 
training programme. It is also said to have waived off 
the Rs 75,000 training fee that it spent on training these 
freshers.When TOI contacted Wipro on the matter, the 
company said, “At Wipro, we take pride in holding 
ourselves to the highest standards. In line with the 
standards we aim to set for ourselves, we expect every 
entry-level employee to have a certain level of 
proficiency in their designated area of work. The 
evaluation process includes assessments to align 
employees with the business objectives of the 
organisation and requirements of our clients. This 
systematic and comprehensive performance 
evaluation process triggers a series of actions such as 
mentoring and retraining and in some cases separation 
of certain employees from the company. We had to let 
go of 452 freshers after they performed poorly in 
assessments repeatedly even after training.”A 
significant number of freshers are hired through its 
National Level Talent Hunt (NLTH) online platform. 
The 128-minute assessment process tests the 
candidate’s aptitude, written communication skills and 
online programming capabilities.In the December 
quarter, Wipro's headcount dropped by around 500 
compared to the previous quarter. At the beginning of 
the fiscal year, the company had planned to hire 30,000 
freshers. But it will fall short of that. 

New Delhi.  Morgan Stanley cut Chief Executive Officer 
James Gorman’s compensation by 10% to $31.5 
million for 2022, a year in which profit tumbled and the 
shares sank.The package includes $1.5 million in salary 
and a $7.5 million cash bonus, the firm said in a filing 
Friday. The vast majority is in the form of $22.5 million 
in equity-linked awards, which pay out in shares.

The bank considered Gorman’s “outstanding individual 
performance, including his leadership of the firm’s 
strategy, core values and culture, and the firm’s solid 
financial performance,” it said. But, “in a challenging 
economic and market environment, firm performance 
for 2022 was not as strong as the prior year in which the 
firm achieved record financial performance.”

The pay package follows an intense, industrywide focus 
on compensation and other expenses amid a slump in 
dealmaking and concern about the impact a potential 
recession would have on Wall Street revenue. At 
Morgan Stanley, that translated into a round of 1,600 
cuts from December in a global workforce of about 
82,400.On Thursday, JPMorgan Chase & Co. said it 
was keeping pay for its chief, Jamie Dimon, at $34.5 
million for his work in 2022.Gorman, 64, received a 6% 
boost in pay for 2021 after the New York-based 
company posted its most profitable year ever. A year 
earlier, he vaulted past Dimon as the best-paid CEO of a 
major US bank.In 2022, Morgan Stanley’s profit slid by 
more than a quarter and the shares lost more than 13%.

Goyal also stressed that 

dependence on the import of  

machinery needs to be 

reduced and domestic 

machinery manufacturers 

should be encouraged. He 

asked India's leading 

manufacturers to assess the 

trends of  the countries with a 

larger global share in export.
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Raipur. The Indian team is set to 
play their second ODI match at 
Raipur on January 21 Saturday. 
This is the first time that Raipur 
is set to host a men's ODI match 
in its new stadium.India are 1-0 
ahead in the series and are going 
into the game without knowing 
how the pitch will behave. The 
team was given a proper scare 
by Michael Bracewell in the last 
ODI game, but won it by a small 

temperatures rising upto 31 degrees at are expected to make changes in their margin of 12 runs after the left-hander 
its peak. The temperature will see a bowling department. The likes of ran out of partners through the final 10 
drop of 10 degrees later in the evening Umran Malik and Arshdeep Singh can overs of the game.India will be looking 
and a lot of dew is expected in the be brought in from the bench, giving to seal their second series in the ODI 
second half of the game.India chose to the likes of Shardul Thakur and format in 2023 and continue their 
bat in their 1st ODI, while the visitors Mohammed Shami a break. New dominant run at home in the build-up to 
stating that they would have preferred Zealand on the other hand will hope the  ODI  Wor ld  Cup .Weather  
to bowl anyway. Both teams showed that Ish Sodhi is fit to play after the ConditionsThe sky is set to be clear at 
off their respective trends in their Indian batting order toyed with the NZ Raipur. It is going to a sunny day with 
batting and bowling department.India bowling line-up in the 1st game.

NEWS BOX

Australian Open: I enjoyed fighting my way through, says 
Stefanos Tsitsipas after beating Tallon Griekspoor

India vs New Zealand, 2nd ODI Weather Forecast: 
What are the chances of  rain in Raipur?

looking forward to the Test series 
a f t e r  h i s  s w a s h b u c k l i n g  
performance in the 2021 series 
Down Under.“Even the series 
coming up against Australia, the 
four-Test series there, we know 
how he played against Australia in 
Australia last time. He’d have been 
looking forward to that series, and 
the rest of the world would have 
been looking forward to watching 
him play,” Ricky Ponting was 
quoted as saying by the ICC 
website.Ponting added that at the 
time Pant was breaking into the 
international cricketing structure, 
everybody thought that he might  New Delhi.Legendary Australian batter 
be more suited to the shorter white-Ricky Ponting has rued that Indian 
ball formats. Ponting spoke on wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant will 
Pant proving people wrong and be missed in the Border-Gavaskar 
said that the left-hander has been Trophy, set to start in February. Ponting, actually worked the other way. His Test flown out of Dehradun after initial 
incredible in Test cricket.“When he first who coaches Rishabh Pant in the Indian cricket has been remarkable.India are treatment and went through a successful 
started, we probably all thought he was Premier League franchise Delhi set to miss the services of Pant for a surgery in Mumbai. Pant had multiple 
going to be a better T20 and one-day Capitals, said in an episode of the ICC considerable period of time after his car injuries, and is expected to remain out of 
batsman than a Test batsman, but it’s review that Pant would have been accident in late December. Pant was cricketing action for a while.

India vs Australia: World is going to miss Rishabh Pant 
in Border-Gavaskar Trophy, says Ricky Ponting

 New Delhi.  3 months“Since 2011 World Cup, all Ravichandran Ashwin 
teams have managed to win their opened up about India's chances at the 
home World Cup - India, then home World Cup this year and said 
Australia in 2015 and England in Rohit Sharma and his men could be 
2019. This is no rocket science, short-changed because of the number 
knowing your conditions is of venues they play in.
extremely important. However, for India won the trophy the last time they 
India, in this regard is going to be a hosted the ODI World Cup in 2011 and 
bit of short-changed because of the are aiming to repeat the feat this year 
number of venues we play these on home turf.Speaking on his 
games in. Every single time you YouTube channel, as quoted by 
play in some of these venues the Hindustan Times, Ashwin talked 
wickets are going to be different. about India's home record post the 
India does not have a stock standard 2019 World Cup and said it was 
Test, ODI or T20I season. You don't impressive. However, he went on to 
know how the FTP is going to pan state that unlike Australia and happened in different venues every 

out but it gets hard from the team or England, who play at four or five single time (14 venues). If you have to 
p l a y e r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e , ”  s a i d  standard venues, India played in close compare the same spree with Australia 
Ashwin.Ashwin also spoke about the to 14 venues during that time.“India’s or England, the venues are pretty stock 
four losses India have had during the ODI home record ever since the 2019 standard. They play all their Test 
time and said it has happened when the World Cup finished is extremely matches at 4-5 venues, the ODIs are 
team has batted first and posted a impressive. India has won against played in 2-3 venues and so they know 
score."The four losses that I mentioned every team that’s traveled to India in their venues are the back of their 
have happened in Chennai, Mumbai, this space, which are West Indies, hand,” said Ashwin.Elaborating on the 
Pune and Lucknow. It’s all evening in Australia, England, South Africa, Sri point, the off-spinner said that India 
the evening. Largely, India have batted Lanka. India’s home record is 14-4 in would be short-changed as the wickets 
first and posted a score that they this space [since 2019 World Cup], in all these 14 venues are going to be 
believe is par and par-plus," said which is a 78 to 80 percent win record different./Air India fined Rs 30 lakh for 
Ashwin.in India. All of these 18 ODIs have urination incident, pilot suspended for 

Serie A: Juventus deducted 15 points in ongoing 
season over corrupt transfer dealings

week as chairman after formally 
stepping down in November, and 30 
months for former sports director, 
Fabio Paratici, now managing director 
of football at England's Premier League 
club Tottenham Hotspur.Juventus said 
it would appeal to the country's Sport 
Guarantee Board once the reasons for 
the ruling were published."We consider 
this to be a blatant injustice also for 
millions of fans, which we trust will 
soon be remedied in the next court," 
lawyers for the club said in a statement.

Juventus have denied wrongdoing and 
said their accounting was in line with 
industry standards.The club is 
controlled by the Agnelli family's 
company and its shares are listed on the 
Milan stock exchange.New Delhi  Italian giants Juventus have 

The ruling reversed a previous decision in been left reeling at the 10th position of the 
April to clear Juventus, 10 other clubs Serie A points table after an Italian court 
a n d  t h e i r  e x e c u t i v e s  o fdeducted 15 points from the team's marred with several other controversies deduction pushes them down into 10th 

wrongdoing.Soccer authorities had campaign this season. The court arrived at over the past few years. Juventus were one place, outside the qualifying spots for 
reopened the case and requested the the decision after investigating Juventus' of the key proponents and supporters of lucrative European competition.In a late 
partial cancellation of the initial decision player transfer dealings, some of which the European Super League, which was night statement, the court also imposed 
so they could assess new documents were deemed illegal, Reuters reported late shunned by the public with much bans from holding office in Italian soccer 
collected by public prosecutors in the city on Friday evening, 20 January.The ruling, furor.With 20 games left to play this on 11 past and present Juventus 
of Turin who are investigating the which also deals a blow to the club's season, Juve were third in Serie A with 37 directors.These included 24 months for 
finances of Juventus.reputation, which has already been points, 10 behind leaders Napoli. The Andrea Agnelli, who was replaced this 

 New Delhi. The 7-member committee formed by the 
Indian Olympic Association to probe the charges 
against Wrestling Federation of India President Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh has said that it would not hurry 
the process.

Mary Kom, speaking exclusively to India Today 
confirmed that the charges are serious and the 
committee would like to follow due process before 
making any statements to the press. Kom's comment 
comes after Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur 
announced late on Friday night that the probe against 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh has to be completed within 
4 weeks.The aggrieved Indian wrestlers had written to 
PT Usha, the head of the IOA about their four demands, 
demanding the removal of the WFI president from his 
post. The wrestlers had been sitting at Jantar Mantar 
protesting against the federation and demanding their 
resignation.The wrestlers acused the WFI of financial 
misappropriation (of funds) and claimed that the 
coaches and sports science staff at the National camp 
are "absolutely incompetent" in a letter to IOA 
President PT Usha."We request the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA) to immediately appoint a committee 
to investigate the complaints of sexual harassment.""A 
new committee should be formed to run the affairs of 
WFI in consultation with the wrestlers," they wrote in 
their fourth and last demand.The likes of Anshu and 
Sakshi Malik, Vinesh Phogat had leveid charges of 
sexual and mental harassment against members of the 
federation."I will sit with the ommittee members first to 
discuss the course of action. This is a very sensitive 
matter so will not do anything in hurry. We need to 
understand the whole matter first of all, only after that 
will give any media statement," Mary Kom told 
IndiaToday on Saturday, 21 January.Earlier, the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) on Friday formed a seven-
member committee to probe the allegations against Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh.Mary Kom, Dola Banerjee, 
Alaknanda Ashok, Yogeshwar Dutt, and Sahdev Yadav 
(IOA member) were named in the committee.The IOA 
committee will be overseen by another committee from 
the ministry, however the names of the same has not 
been announced yet.

Wrestlers vs Brij Bhushan 
Singh: Will not rush probe, 
says IOA committee chief  
Mary Kom

Premier League: Chelsea 
complete signing of Noni 

Madueke from PSV Eindhoven
 New Delhi Chelsea announced on Saturday that 

they have completed the signing of England 
youth international Noni Madueke from PSV 
Eindhoven.Madueke has penned a seven and a 
half year deal with the Blues and the deal has a 
club option to extend for a further year. The 20-
year-old midfielder, who was born in Barnet, 
came through the ranks at Crystal Palace and 
Tottenham Hotspur before deciding to leave for 
the Netherlands and join PSV.Madueke broke 
into the PSV side during the 2019 season and was 
a regular for the Dutch giants in the following 
seasons.Speaking to Chelsea's official website, 
the forward said that he was really pleased to sign 
with the Blues and returning to England and 
playing in England was a dream for him and his 
family."I’m really pleased to sign with one of the 
best clubs in the world in Chelsea," Madueke said 
on finalising his transfer."To return to England 
and play in the Premier League is a dream for me 

and my family and I can’t wait to get started. I am 
excited for what the future holds, the owner's 
vision for the future and to be at a club like this 
and winning at the highest level."Chelsea 
Chairman Todd Boehly and co-controlling 
owner Behdad Eghbali spoke about Madueke 
and hailed him as an exciting talent who has 
proven his quality with PSV over the past few 
years."We're delighted to bring Noni to Chelsea. 
He’s an exciting talent who has proven his quality 
over the past few years with PSV, playing in a 
strong European league, and we are thrilled he 
has chosen to join Chelsea for this next stage of 
his career. We are sure he will form an important 
part of our team," said Boehly and Eghbali.

Madueke is Chelsea's sixth signing of the winter 
transfer window as they have already bought in 
the likes of Joao Felix, on loan from Atletico 
Madrid and Mykhailo Mudryk from Shakhtar 
Donetsk.

ZSerie A: Juventus have been 
left reeling in the middle of 
the points table after 15 
points were deducted from 
the team for their corrupt 
transfer dealings, reported 
Reuters late on Friday 
evening.

Injured India midfielder Hardik 
Singh ruled out of  Men's Hockey 
World Cup

WFI controversy: Wrestlers to 
stop protests, Brij Bhushan 
Sharan Singh to step aside till 
probe is completed

India are set to take on New 

Zealand in their 2nd ODI 

match of  the series in Raipur. 

The venue has not hosted an 

international ODI till date. A 

lot of  dew is expected at 

night.

BHUBANESWAR. India's best player of the pool stage, 
Hardik Singh, has been ruled out of the Men's Hockey 
World Cup here because of a hamstring strain that 
hasn't fully recovered to allow him to play further role 
in India's campaign.India have opted for a like-for-like 
replacement in the form of alternate player and 
midfielder Raj Kumar Pal who now has big shoes to fill 
in as India prepare for the knockout game in the 
cossovers against New Zealand on Sunday."Overnight 
we had to make the difficult decision of replacing 
Hardik Singh in the Indian team for Sunday’s match 
versus New Zealand and the subsequent World Cup 
matches," said India's chief coach Graham 
Reid."While the injury was not as severe as the initial 
incident suggested, time was not on our side and after 
our ongoing thorough rehabilitation process and 
functional and on-field assessment today, it has been 
decided that we will replace Hardik with Raj Kumar 
Pal," he added.Hardik got injured in the last five 
minutes of India's second pool game against England 
and has since been sidelined. He was seen walking 
around the pitch at the team's training sessions 
subsequently, but didn't feature in India's third and 
final pool match against Wales on January 19.While it 
is extremely disappointing for Hardik personally, of 
course, given how well he played in our first two (pool) 
matches, we are excited at the prospects of Raj Kumar 
joining the group for the remaining World Cup 
matches," Reid said.India finished second in Pool D, 
behind England on goal difference and thus couldn't 
earn a direct entry into the quarterfinals. 

 New Delhi. The wrestlers who have been protesting 
against Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) chief Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh said on Friday that they will call 
off their agitation. Further, Sports minister Anurag 
Thakur said the WFI president will step aside from his 
post until the probe into the allegations against him is 
completed. The investigation is expected to go on for 
four weeks.Addressing a press conference late on 
Friday night, Anurag Thakur said he had been talking 
with the protesting wrestlers for seven hours. He said 
all of them have presented their allegations against Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh.We ensure that answers will be 
sought and action will be taken," said the sports 
minister while announcing that an 'oversight 
committee' will be set up by the ministry to look into 
the case involving the WFI.The committee will 
complete their investigation in four weeks and till then, 
the WFI president will step aside from his day-to-day 
responsibilities while cooperating in the investigation. 
Sources told India Today that the wrestlers who have 
been protesting for days said they will not protest till 
the report by the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
comes out.Earlier, the IOA formed a seven-member 
committee to probe the allegations of sexual 
harassment against WFI president Brij Bhushan 
Sharan Singh.Bronze medalist Bajrang Punia said, 
"We are sure that there will be a fair investigation. In 
the past too, the players have received threats from the 
WFI head."

WHAT IS THE CONTROVERSY?
Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang Punia and a number of wrestlers 

have been holding protests against the wrestling body 
and its chief at the national capital's Jantar Mantar. 
Phogat has alleged that the WFI president had been 
sexually harassing women wrestlers. Singh has denied 
all allegations, stating, "Sexual harassment never 
happened. If even one athlete comes forward and 
proves this, I will hang myself."

Demanding Singh's resignation over allegations of 
molestation and harassment, the players have alleged 
that several coaches at the national camp in UP's 
Lucknow had exploited women wrestlers.

ZIndia vs Australia: Rishabh 
Pant would have been looking 
forward to the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, Ricky 
Ponting has said on an episode 
of ICC review. Pant is expected 
to be out for the forseeable 
future after his car accident.
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