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Most sectors of Indian economy have shaken
off pandemic effects: President Murmu

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, January 25: Most sectors of the Indian
economy have shaken off effects of COVID-19 which
has hurt it badly in the initial phase, President
Droupadi Murmu said in her maiden address
to the nation on the eve of 74th Republic Day.
“With the outbreak of the pandemic, the world
has changed within a matter of days. During
these three years, whenever we have felt that
we have finally put the virus behind, it raises its
ugly head,” she said. Asking people to not let
the guard down and remain alert, the
President said “there is no need to panic”
because the country has learnt in this period
that “our leadership, our scientists and doc-
tors, our administrators and corona warriors”
will make every possible effort to meet any sit-
uation. Speaking on the economic front, the
President said last year, India became the fifth
largest economy in the world. She underlined
that this achievement comes against the back-
drop of high economic uncertainties around
the world. “The pandemic has entered the fourth year,
affecting economic growth in most parts of the world.
In its initial phase, COVID-19 also hurt India’s econo-
my badly. Yet, guided by our able leadership and driv-

en by our resilience, we soon came out of the down-
turn, and resumed the growth saga,” she said. The
President said most sectors of the economy have shak-
en off the pandemic effect and the nation has been

among the fastest-growing major economies. “This
has been made possible by timely and proactive inter-
ventions from the government. The ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative, in particular, has evoked great
response among people at large. There have also been

sector specific incentive schemes,” she said. The
President said those on the margins have also been
included in the schemes and programmes and they
have been helped in tiding over difficulties. “By imple-

menting the ‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana’ announced in March 2020, the
government ensured food security for poor fam-
ilies at a time when the country was facing eco-
nomic disruption in the wake of the unprece-
dented outbreak of COVID-19. Because of this
help, no one had to go hungry,” she said.
President Murmu said 81 crore fellow citizens
get their monthly ration free of cost under the
scheme which has been extended for the year
2023.  “With this historic move, the government
has undertaken the responsibility of caring for
the weaker sections while also enabling them to
benefit from economic development,” she said.
The President said Covid gave a realisation that
technology offers life-changing possibilities.
“The Digital India Mission is striving to make
information and communication technology

inclusive by bridging the rural-urban divide. More and
more people in far-flung places have been reaping the
benefits of internet and are receiving a variety of serv-
ices provided by the government, as the infrastructure
expands,” she said. 

Republic Day Parade: CM Bhagwant Mann slams Centre
for not including Punjab’s tableau, BJP hits back
Naresh Malhotra

Chandigarh, January 25: The rul-
ing AAP and the BJP engaged in a war
of words on Wednesday over non-
inclusion of Punjab’s tableau in
Republic Day Parade, with Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann slam-
ming the Centre, saying there can-
not be anything more shameful
than this. Shortly after Mann’s
statement, the BJP hit back, alleg-
ing that the state’s tableau was dis-
qualified due to AAP’s government
own “fault” as it presented the old
one after making some modifica-
tion. In a video message, Mann said
in the country’s freedom struggle,
Punjab and Punjabis made 90 per
cent contribution—be it Shaheed
Bhagat Singh, Udham Singh, Lala
Lajpat Rai, Kartar Singh Sarabha,
Madan Lal Dhingra and thousands of
unknown martyrs who made supreme
sacrifices to give the country its inde-
pendence. “Punjab’s tableau for
Republic Day not included this time.
There cannot be anything more

shameful than this. The BJP govern-
ment has shown its mindset...,” Mann
said. He said the entire world wants to
see Punjab’s rich culture and contribu-
tion of Punjabis towards the nation’s
freedom struggle. On Punjab’s tableau

not being part of the Republic Day
Parade, Mann said, “We strongly con-
demn this. Punjab cannot be over-
looked at such events”. It is painful, he
said, adding that his party and govern-
ment strongly condemn it. “I want to
ask BJP leaders from Punjab, includ-

ing Capt Amarinder Singh and others,
will they raise the issue why Punjab
has been ignored at the Republic Day
Parade. Probably, they do not have
that much guts,” said Mann. Reacting
to Mann’s statement, Punjab BJP

leader Subhash Sharma claimed
that the tableau was “disqualified”
because of the state government’s
“fault”. “They (the AAP govern-
ment) took the old tableau after
some modification (before a com-
mittee) then how it could have
qualified,” he asked. In a hurried-
ly held press conference, Sharma
said all the states and ministries
bring tableaus after doing a lot of
hard work. “If your tableau is dis-
qualified, then whose fault was it?
It is your fault. If Punjab’s tableau
is not taking part tomorrow in

Republic Day celebrations, then it is
the fault of the CM,” alleged Sharma.
Reacting to the accusations, AAP chief
spokesperson Malvinder Singh Kang
said if the Punjab government had
sent an old tableau, then how it could
reach the second round. 

India, Egypt upgrade ties to 'strategic partnership',
to focus on defence, trade and counter-terrorism

Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, January 25: India and
Egypt have decided to upgrade their ties
to a strategic partnership under which

they will step up cooperation in the areas
of political, defence, economic and scientif-
ic cooperation after looking at long-term
data, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced after holding talks with visiting
President of Egypt Gen Andul Fatah al-Sisi

at Hyderabad House here on Wednesday.
The two sides also decided that under the
strategic partnership, they will also com-
bat extremist ideology by joining hands in

the areas of de-radicalisation
and also come down hard on
terrorism which, both sides
agree, is the greatest security
threat to humankind, said PM
Modi. The two leaders also
resolved to step up bilateral
trade with the help of mutual
investments to $12 billion over
the next five years. Egypt and
India also decided that though
they have been cautioning the
international community
about the menace of terror-
ism, it was necessary to do
some concrete work in this

area, including putting an end to cross-bor-
der terrorism, said PM Modi while reiter-
ating his call to resolve conflicts though
diplomacy and dialogue. President Sisi
also pointed to the increased defence

engagement and cooperation in counter-
terror and said both sides discussed more
flights because “we want more Indian
tourists”. The two leaders witnessed the
signing of five agreements, including an
MoU between the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team and the
Egyptian Computer Emergency Readiness
Team in the area of cyber security. They
also inked a Memorandum of Cooperation
in the field of information technology.
Three MoUs were signed in the areas of
culture, youth matters and broadcasting.
Sisi arrived here on Tuesday for a three-
day state visit that seeks to
turn around ties. Egypt is
a key player in the politics
of both the Arab world as
well as Africa and is also
seen as a gateway to mar-
kets in Africa and Europe.
The Egyptian President
will be the chief guest at
the Republic Day celebra-
tions on January 26.
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How a BSF patrol thwarted ambush along
Line of Control and killed three terrorists

Sanjay Kumar

Chandigarh, January 25:
Gallantry awards for six Border
Security Force (BSF) personnel
announced on the eve of Republic
Day – 2023 show how a BSF com-
mando patrol thwarted an ambush
along the Line of Control (LoC) and
killed three terrorists. A company
from BSF’s 59th Battalion is
deployed on the Bump Complex in
Poonch Sector under the opera-
tional control of the Army’s 120
Infantry Brigade. On November 30,
2020, a 24-hour special ambush
party led by Sub-Inspector Paotinsat
Guite, was deployed along an antici-
pated terrorist ingress route in the
highly sensitive Damaikush Bowl,
where operational linking activity
was underway. On December 1,
around 8.35 am, the Ghatak team
was fired upon from close proximity
from the direction of Damaikush
Nullah on the Pakistani side. Since

Sub-Inspector Guite was familiar
with the terrain and enemy tactics,
he took control of the situation, re-
sited the ambush and coordinated
effective, swift and aggressive retal-
iatory fire towards the terrorist
group despite the tough terrain with
undulating ground, thick vegetation
and mines. During the exchange of
fire, a terrorist hit Guite on the left
armpit and the bullet exited from
the back of his right shoulder, tear-
ing the strip of bullet proof Jacket.
“Despite being injured, Guite
exhibited indomitable courage,
lightning and bold action and fired
upon the terrorist till he fell down
unconscious. The immediate retali-
ation by Guite was imitated by his
ambush party and resultantly, the
evil designs of hardcore militant’s
possible attempt to target the Ops
link in the Bump complex was
averted,” the citation for the
awards states.

Ahmedabad, January 25: The
Gujarat High Court agreed to the
Oreva Group’s offer on Wednesday
to pay compensation to the victims
of the Morbi bridge collapse that
left 135 dead and several injured but
said it will “not absolve it of any lia-
bility”. Oreva Group (Ajanta
Manufacturing Limited) was
responsible for the operation and
maintenance of the British-era sus-
pension bridge on the Machchhu
river that collapsed on October 30
last year, with a special investigation
team formed by the state govern-
ment citing several lapses on the
part of the firm. The company’s
lawyer Nirupam Nanavati told the
division bench of Chief Justice
Aravind Kumar and Justice
Ashutosh Shastri, which is hearing
a suo motu plea on the tragedy, that
it maintained the cable-stayed struc-
ture as part of its “philanthropic
activities” and not a “commercial
venture”. The company, which was
impleaded as a respondent in the
case, offered to pay compensation
to the families of the 135 deceased,
56 injured persons and seven
orphaned children, to which the

court directed it to file an affidavit
and observed that such an act
“would not absolve it of any liability,
either directly or vicariously”. The
company “fairly admits that pay-
ment of such compensation should
in no way prejudice the rights of any
other parties”, the court said. “We
make it clear that the payment of
compensation even by the 7th
respondent (Oreva) to the victims
or relatives should not absolve it of
any liability either directly or vicari-
ously,” it said. “It is also made clear
that the proceedings initiated
against the (Oreva) by other author-
ities namely the instrumentality of
state, be it revenue or police author-
ities, shall be taken to its logical end
without any reference to the pay-
ment of this compensation,” the
court further said. It directed Oreva
to deposit the amount with the state
to enable them to take further steps
in the matter. “It was an old bridge,
a heritage bridge. ...Some other
entities – very, very highly posted, I
do not want to name them – per-
suaded me to take over and main-
tain,” Nanavati said in his submis-
sion on behalf of his client.

Mulayam Singh Yadav, SM
Krishna, Zakir Hussain,

Kumara Mangalam Birla get
Padma awards; see full list

New Delhi, January 25: Former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav, former External Affairs minister in
the UPA government S M Krishna and
tabla maestro Zakir Hussain were among
six luminaries selected for the country’s
second highest civilian honour Padma
Vibhushan. According to an official state-
ment released on the eve of Republic Day,
Yadav, medical professional Dilip
Mahalanabis who returned from the US to
serve in 1971-Bangladesh war refugee
camps, and noted architect Balkrishna
Doshi were selected for the Padma
Vibhushan posthumously. No one has
been named for the Bharat Ratna, the
country’s highest civilian award. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi tweeted his con-
gratulations to those who have been con-
ferred the Padma Awards. “India cherish-
es their rich and varied contributions to
the nation and their efforts to enhance our
growth trajectory,” he said.

Oreva group offers to pay compensation to vic-
tims; HC says it won’t absolve it of any liability

Egypt shows keen interest in procuring
Tejas jets, other platforms from India
New Delhi, January 25: Egypt on Wednesday reaffirmed its interests in procuring the Tejas light

combat aircraft, radars, military helicopters and other platforms from India, with both sides vowing to
ramp up the overall defence engagement in the face of the evolving regional security matrix. The
Egyptian side conveyed its keenness on acquiring the Indian platforms during delegation-level talks
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, people familiar
with the matter said. The 68-year-old influential Arab leader arrived here on a three-day visit on
Tuesday. He will grace the Republic Day celebrations as the chief guest on Thursday. Egypt has
already held preliminary talks with India on the procurement of Tejas, the people said. It is learnt that
the Egyptian side is also looking at procuring Akash missiles and smart anti-airfield systems from
India. The United States, Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Argentina and the Philippines are also among
the countries that have shown interest in India’s Tejas aircraft. In their talks, Modi and Sisi decided to
elevate the India-Egypt bilateral cooperation to the level of a strategic partnership. “One of the key
highlights of today’s interaction between the two leaders is the elevation of the bilateral relationship
to a strategic partnership, comprising four key pillars—political and security cooperation, the whole
segment of economic engagement, scientific and academic collaboration and wider cultural and peo-
ple-to-people contacts,” Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra said. 



residents said. “We have been facing GURUGRAM. Representatives 
a lot of disruptions in power supply, of various RWAs met state 
especially during the summer, power minister Ranjit Singh 
mainly because of overloading. We Chautala and DHBVN chief 
have urged DHBVN to carry out a engineer Naveen Verma on 
survey and set up new transformers T u e s d a y  s e e k i n g  t h e i r  
in the sector to ensure uninterrupted intervention for the upgrade of 
supply,” Puneet Pahwa, the general overloaded transformers across 
secretary of Sector 45 said.Neeru the city.Several commercial 
Yadav, the president of Sector 23A establishments are operating in 
(east zone) RWA, said: “The work residential colonies and sectors, 
carried out by the contractor is which is leading to power infrastructure as some of the colonies 

shabby. They are damaging sewer fluctuation and breakdowns of are nearly three decades old and the 
chambers, interlocking tiles and roads, transmission lines, residents pointed electricity equipment needs a major 
but aren’t fixing these on time or out.Apart from this, RWAs also raised overhaul,” Praveen Yadav, the 
properly.”When contacted, DHBVN allegations of negligence and poor convenor of United Gurugram RWAs, 
chief engineer Naveen Verma said they workmanship by the agency contracted said.Unscheduled outages  are  
are working towards resolving the for the smart grid project. “There is an f r equen t ly  w i tne s sed  due  t o  
issues raised by residents.urgent need to enhance the power infrastructure being overloaded, 

NEWS BOX

Vulture survey in final leg, set 
to be completed this month

Infra overloaded, needs upgrade: RWAs 
to Haryana power minister, discom

Development Authority (GNIDA) NOIDA. The UP Diwas celebrations 
areas.The Noida Authority projects themed on employment and investment 
include a dog park in Sector 137 with Rs began on Tuesday at Noida Shilp Haat.
2.27 crore, road construction in sectors Investors and entrepreneurs showcased a 
65, 127, and 128, road widening in Sector variety of manufacturing goods and food 
76, facade lighting installation at the Film products at the event. One stall 
City flyover with Rs 1.32 crore, street highlighted LED lights as a cheap option 
lighting installation in Sector 54, water to Chinese LEDs, while another 
and sewage pipeline laying between showcased organically-grown exotic 
sectors 155 to 160 and in Sector 151.vegetables.The company that developed 

The GNIDA projects include the the LED lights recently also introduced e-
construction of ponds in seven villages in bikes, which the Noida police have 
Dadri and Jewar, plot development in commissioned for patrolling. Vikas 
Roza Yakubpur village and road Singh, the company owner, said an over-
widening in Dadri. The Noida Authority, 12,000 workforce from Greater Noida 
GNIDA, Yamuna Expressway Industrial and other parts of the state, including the 
Development Authority (YEIDA), and Deoria district, developed the LED lights.
the district administration have set up 85 "We have been working in Greater Noida 
stalls related to public welfare schemes of since 2014 with a workforce base of over patrolling," added Singh.At the stall areas." Dadri MLA Tejpal Singh Nagar, 
the central and state governments.12,000 people, including inmates from showcasing organically-grown exotic Noida Authority CEO Ritu Maheshwari 

The first day also saw cultural programmes the Noida and Aligarh prisons, who vegetables, company owner Rajneesh and GB Nagar DM Suhas Ly jointly 
like folk songs, classical dance and panel manufacture LED lights for indoor Chandra Singh said, "I own a farm near inaugurated the three-day event on 
d iscuss ions  on  inves tment  and lighting and decoration purposes. We Dadri where we grow organic vegetables, Tuesday.The first day saw the launch of 
employment generation. On Wednesday, have also designed an e-bike that can run with a special focus on exotic vegetables projects worth Rs 100 crore in the Noida 
the cultural performances will include for 25 km on a single charge. The Noida like lettuce, purple cauliflower, etc. We Authority areas and projects worth Rs 27 
songs by Kailash Kher.police have commissioned it for sell the vegetables through our app in city crore in the Greater Noida Industrial 

Noida Shilp Haat: At UP Diwas, here is an 
answer to Chinese LEDs & unhealthy eating

Egyptian vulture which is native to GURUGRAM. A vulture survey being 
this region. The threatened species carried out in 13 states, including 
has been spotted in the Aravalis, near Haryana, is in its last phase and is 
Mangar Bani grove, several times.expected to be completed this month. 

The Bombay Natural History Society "Raptors are high up on the food chain. 
(BNHS) will release the report of the Excessive use of pesticides has an 
survey in March.BNHS teams are adverse effect on the bird population. 
carrying out transects of the previous Areas in Haryana, especially 
surveys, covering the same 11,000km Gurugram and nearby cities, are 
route with the same methodology to developing and expanding rapidly 
monitor trends.Apart from Haryana, w i t h  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  
Punjab, Himachal, Uttar Pradesh, safeguarding forests and wetlands, 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya which are being encroached upon by 
Pradesh, Odisha, Bihar, West Bengal, real estate. A prime example of this is 

the years. "We have around 400 Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and the Aravalis. Governments need to act 
vultures in Pinjore. We have released Meghalaya are part of the exercise. to protect bird habitats," said Panjak 
10 vultures into the wild so far from Gupta, a member of Delhi Bird Society.According to BHNS, the population of 
that centre and seven have survived. vultures has stabilised over the years, In the 1990s, the number of vulture 
We plan to release more," he added.The but as the growth of the species is slow, species suddenly declined after they 
exercise is carried out once every four it will take another decade to see the consumed carcasses of cattle injected 
years across India to evaluate the real impact of the Centre's vulture with diclofenac, a drug considered to 
population of vultures. It was delayed conservation programme. be fatal for the scavengers. Meanwhile, 
due to the pandemic. This time, as Vibhu Prakash, the deputy director of The last survey was carried out in 2015, 
many as 2,000 BNHS teams conducted BNHS, confirmed that the vulture which found around 19,000 vultures in 
the survey.According to experts, population has stabilised, though a rise the country."The survey is in the last 
vultures that had become mostly in their numbers will take time. "A phase and results will be released by 
extinct in the region over the past few female vulture lays just one egg a year March," BNHS director Dr Bivash 
decades are making a comeback in the and there is only a 50% chance of Pandav said. He pointed out that 
wild in the state. There have been survival for the chick. Thus, the growth Pinjore vulture centre in Haryana has 
sightings of the primary species of the rate is slow."been able to breed several vultures over 

14 handed life term in Panipat for 
killing man, injuring brother

stand when the group of men attacked GURUGRAM. A district court in Panipat 
them with swords, hockey sticks, iron handed life imprisonment to 14 persons 
rods and even guns.After raining kicks for killing a man and grievously injuring 
and punches on the two brothers, they fled his brother over a land dispute in 2016.
on their bikes, Choudhary said. But before Denying any leniency to them, additional 
leaving, they threatened Hukum against sessions judge Amit Garg said the “anti-
approaching police.Bhajji and Hari were social activities” had created an 
rushed to a nearby hospital. While Hari atmosphere of “fear” in the “common 
succumbed to his injuries, Bhajji was man”.“The disobedience to law and 
discharged after a few days. “The two unlawful activities is on the rise. It is high 
parties had a long dispute over a piece of time that such activities be dealt with a 
panchayat land. The two brothers had strict hand,” the order on Monday read.
pitched hard to evict the others from the The court also imposed a fine of Rs 1.75 
land. They are all from the same village,” lakh on each of the 14 convicts. “The anti-
Choudhary said.In his statement before social activities such as done by the 
the court, Hukum had iterated the convicts not only cause terror in society at 
sequence of events leading to the attack large but also put the common man in fear. 
on them on the afternoon of June 12, If the convicts go unpunished, the faith of 
2006, and the land dispute behind it.common man will erode from law and the 

Investigations revealed that Bhajji and Hari a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , ”  t h e  o r d e r  
had not supported the attackers and their stated.According to Rajesh Choudhary, 
families in the panchayat polls. This, the were attacked, Choudhary said. Sumit accused — Ravit, Sumit, Sunder, Vikas, the district attorney, Hukum Singh of 
assailants believed, had caused them to Agarwal, the counsel for the 14, argued Sunil, Rinku, Sachin, Deepak, Joginder, Chhajpur village was returning home on a 
lose the panchayat land too. that his clients were innocent and had no Ankush, Jagdish, Rajesh, Tel Pal and tractor along with his sons, Bhajji and 

motive for the assault. He also urged the Sanjay — formed an unlawful assembly The call details and cellphone locations of Hari, when they were attacked by a group 
court for leniency.The court observed that with a common intention of attacking the the 14 convicts also proved they were of people on June 12, 2016. They had just 
the prosecution had been able to prove two brothers, which led to the death of present at the spot when the two brothers stopped their tractor near the local bus 
“beyond reasonable doubt” that the one.

GURUGRAM. Five years and four months after a Class 
2 student was found murdered on his school campus, 
the case went to trial at the district court on Tuesday.

The court framed charges under Section 302 (murder) of 
the IPC against the accused, who was a senior of the 
victim at the school, the branch of a well-known chain 
of English-medium schools.From February 20, the 
court will start recording the statements of witnesses.

A Class XI student at the time of the crime, the accused, 
now 21 years old, was apprehended by the CBI in 
November 2017. He was just over 16 then. The youth 
received bail from the Supreme Court in October last 
year.In the 64 months that have passed since the murder 
on September 8, 2017, the CBI has presented its charge 
sheet and the Juvenile Justice Board has ruled twice in 
favour of trying the accused as an adult.

The JJB's first order in 2017 was scrapped by the 
Supreme Court last year over procedural lapses. After 
fresh proceedings, which involved a psychological 
assessment of the accused by experts at PGI-Rohtak 
and a closed-door interview by members of the JJB, the 
board's second ruling came on October 17 last year.

It was challenged again by the father of the accused, but 
on December 13 last year, the sessions court upheld the 
JJB order, which paved the way for the trial to begin at 
the district court.On Tuesday, additional sessions judge 
Tarun Singhal asked the counsel for the accused if they 
had any objection to the framing of charges. Vishal 
Gupta, who is representing the 21-year-old youth, told 
the court they were ready to face trial. The court then 
framed charges.Sushil Tekriwal, counsel for the 
victim's father, said now that the trial had begun, they 
hoped to get justice. "We requested the court for a 
speedy trial and day-to-day hearings," he said.The CBI 
will start producing its witnesses fro the hearing, which 
is scheduled for February 20.The CBI has, in its charge 
sheet, listed 125 witnesses, including teachers and 
students from the school. The central agency has also 
mentioned the history of internet searches from the 
accused's laptop in the days leading to the murder. The 
searches ranged from ways to remove fingerprints to 
the effects of various kinds of poison on the human 
body. The charge sheet also says the murder was 
committed to defer the parent-teacher meeting at the 
school.

64 months after murder of  
class 2 student in school in 
Gurugram, trial begins

Burden on infrastructure': 
Why residents seek ban 
on 4th floors in colonies 

in Gurugram
GURUGRAM. Residents of licensed colonies 

have demanded a ban on construction of the 
fourth floor allowed by the state government 
through a policy amendment in 2019, citing 
burden on the existing infrastructure and civic 
amenities.According to residents of DLF 
areas, Sushant Lok, Ardee City and other 
colonies, the infrastructure in licensed 
colonies and sectors has been built in 
accordance with the earlier approval for two 
and a half floors in each plotted house. With 
the permission to construct a stilt area with 
four floors, the infrastructure has become 
overburdened and is causing a safety threat to 
adjoining buildings, they said.Earlier this 
month, the Supreme Court banned multi-
storey apartments on residential plots in 
Chandigarh, following which RWAs in 
Panchkula demanded a similar ban on 
construction of stilt-plus four floors in their 
areas. The Gurugram Citizens' Council, an 
umbrella body of residents, filed a petition in 
the Punjab and Haryana high court last year 
seeking a restraint on the construction of the 
fourth floor until the civic infrastructure is 

upgraded accordingly. "The next date of 
hearing is February 23," general secretary of 
TN Kaul said.With the increasing load on 
basic amenities due to widespread 
construction of fourth floors in residential 
plots, residents are facing several issues 
related to water supply, sewerage and power 
supply, said Shiv Shankar Rai, a resident of 
Sushant Lok. "The delay in augmentation of 
civic infrastructure by the authorities is 
adding to our woes," he further said.A DLF 1 
resident said construction of these floors in 
the colony is causing pollution too, as most of 
the plot owners are demolishing old buildings 
to build four floors afresh and reap profits 
through the sale of each floor. 

NOIDA. The Gautam Budh Nagar transport department 
organised an awareness drive on road safety in 100 
schools on Monday. The programme that was held at 
school premises saw students form human chain, took 
oaths to follow traffic rules and adhere to road safety.

Siyaram Verma, assistant regional transport officer 
(ARTO-administration) said that transport department 
is observing road safety month from January 5 to 
February 4, 2023. "On Monday we engaged with 
several schools. Students from 100 participating 
schools promised to follow traffic rulesA similar 
programme was organised at the transport department 
office too where we sensitized around 1.36 lakh 
people," Verma said.

Pet app not ready, owners in 
Greater Noida worried over 
registrations

Gautam Budh Nagar transport 
dept hosts awareness drive 
on road safety in schools

NOIDA. Nearly two months since the Greater Noida 
Industrial Development Authority (GNIDA) invited IT 
companies to develop an app to register dogs in Greater 
Noida, it is yet to roll the app out.

However, officials said that it is in the final phase of 
development and will be launched soon. Pet owners in 
Greater Noida said that the delay in bringing out the 
app puts them in danger of facing unnecessary trouble 
with their pets in residential societies.Mukund Kumar, 
a resident of JM Florence society, said, "Pet registration 
is mandatory for the safety of pet owners and others. 
Staying in an apartment setup with a pet has become 
difficult, especially after a series of rows over dogs in 
various societies. The Greater Noida authority must 
bring the pet registration app out soon so we can 
confidently step outside with our pets."Another 
resident Kuldeep, who owns a Labrador, said, "Several 

societies have reported altercations over pets in the past 
few months, and the pet registration app will offer us 
relief from such troubles. I am a resident of Delhi and 
have moved to Greater Noida for work. I cannot 
register my dog in Delhi since I live in Greater Noida. 
In several cases, people do not register dogs because 
the process is cumbersome and the right information is 
unavailable to pet owners."In the first week of 
December 2022, the Greater Noida authority invited 
applications for developing the app.

Companies submitted their proposal by December 10. 
The pet registration fee is Rs 500 in Noida but Rs 1,000 
in Ghaziabad, where pet owners have to upload pet 
vaccination proof with identity proof.

However, in Greater Noida, the actual fees of registration 
will be finalised once the app is ready. Prerna Sharma, 
an additional CEO of GNIDA, said, "The development 
of the app for pet registration is in the final phase, and 
we will roll it out soon for people to avail of the online 
service.
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for a safe constituency. There is CHIKMAGALUR. Slamming the 
confusion over a CM candidate in Congress on Tuesday, BJP state 
the Congress, which is scared that president Nalin Kumar Kateel said 
the BJP will capture 150 seats in the that without power, the Grand Old 
polls. Referring to corruption Party is indulging in “political 
charges levelled against the BJP hypocrisy”. Addressing reporters 
government, Kateel sought to know here, he said that he was emphatic 

about the achievements and schemes why the Siddaramaiah government when he stated that the BJP is ready to 
of the state and Union governments dismantled the office of the face Assembly polls in April or May. 
led by his party. “Our aim is to enrol Lokayukta. Stating that three cases But the Congress, which is lagging 
one crore members and distribute one have been filed against Siddaramaiah behind in organisational matters, is 
crore pamphlets. Unable to digest with the Lokayukta, Kateel said no busy levelling baseless charges 
this, the Congress is indulging in cases have been filed against any BJP against his party. After completing 
political hypocrisy. It is misleading leader. The KPCC chief has gone to the boothlevel victory campaign, 
the people by making false jail on charges of corruption and most which succeeded in eliciting voters’ 
promises,” Kateel alleged. of the Congress leaders are out on opinion, the BJP has launched ‘Vijaya 

bail, he charged. On the allegations of Sankalpa Abhiyan’.Accordingly, He said the Congress is facing a 
Yediyurappa being sidelined in the teams led by BJP national president J shortage of party activists for 
BJP, Kateel said the former is the P Nadda, Chief Minister Basavaraj campaigns. Moreover, it is also 
party’s supreme leader and the Bommai and former CM B S facing internal bickering, with CLP 
allegation is baseless.Yediyurappa will inform people leader Siddaramaiah himself looking 

KOCHI. A woman working in a travel and was upset over the delay in getting a hotel and told us that a man attacked her 
agency at Perumanoor near Ravipuram visa.He was frequently visiting the agency using a knife. Blood was oozing from her 
was seriously injured on Tuesday when a to get his money back and was enraged. neck and spread all over her body. She 
man slit her throat following a dispute over “The victim Surya is an employee of the pointed to the man standing in front of her 
money paid for a visa. The woman travel agency. She attended to Jolly at the office. We soon informed the Ernakulam 
identified as Surya, 25, an employee of  office. A verbal duel broke out between the South police. The accused was saying that 
Ray’s Travel Bureau, has been admitted to two after Surya told them that the owner of he had come there to kill the owner of the 
a private hospital in Kochi after she the firm is not at the office. Jolly became travel agency,” Ashraf who works at 
suffered a deep cut on her neck. The furious and took out a knife from his Zaffron restaurant said. The police team 
incident took place around 11 am on pocket. He attacked Surya using the knife reached the travel agency within five 
Tuesday when Palluruthy native Jolly and she was injured in the neck,” a police minutes. “When we reached the place, 
James, 48, reached the travel agency officer said.Following the attack, Surya Jolly was at the office. We took the accused 
asking for the owner of the firm. According ran to the nearby Zaffron restaurant, into custody. The victim was taken to 
to the police, Jolly had paid around Rs 1 located opposite Ray’s Travel Bureau, and Ernakulam General Hospital in the police 
lakh  to the travel agency for a job abroad sought help.“She came running to our vehicle. 

Man slits woman’s throat over failure to get money paid for visa

Elderly woman dies in 
gas leak

KOCHI. It’s been a month since the Kochi-Muziris Biennale opened to 
the public. Though started later than the usual date of December 12 
amid various controversies, the mammoth art event is a meeting place 
for people from all walks of life.  According to Kochi Biennale 
Foundation (KBF), so far more than 2.4 lakh people have visited the 
fifth edition of the art event. “That Kochi Biennale has been able to 
make arts popular at all levels and it is the most important and relevant 
fact proved by the increased people’s participation,” said Bose 
Krishnamachari, president of KBF.“The Biennale has brought together 
all kinds of people. This is not a five-star venue. In fact, Biennale has 
succeeded in making people who thought contrarily and those who 
falsely assumed art to be a luxury think differently,” Bose added.“In the 
Biennale, art lands amidst the people. The Biennale could teach people 
about the aesthetics of art and also how important art is in public 
thinking, consciousness, and sociology. The presence of such a large 
crowd reveals that people have been able to enjoy it with an open mind 
without any bias.”And according to Alain Servais, a noted art collector 
from Belgium who is considered the foremost among the international 
Biennale specialists, artworks that invoke freshness and leave the 
viewers spellbound are the speciality of the Kochi-Muziris 
Biennale.Alain, who gave 4 out of 10 for the Singapore Biennale and 
2.5 out of 10 for the Bangkok Biennale, said he would give Kochi 
Biennale an outstanding 7.5 out of 10. “The vision behind the curating 
of the Kochi Biennale is clear — it shows the wonderful ability to bind 
society and arts together,” he said. Students from the Buds schools to 
those from professional colleges in different states, IAS trainees, 
people’s representatives, thinkers, academicians, prominent 
personalities from various fields, high-ranking officials, art collectors, 
and art experts all have become part of the Biennale alongside the art 
enthusiasts.

HYDERABAD. Akasa Air, India’s newest 
airline, marked its arrival in Telangana, with 
the launch of its 13th destination, Hyderabad, 
on its fast-expanding network. The airline 
will operate daily flights between the city and 
Bengaluru and Goa starting January 25 with 
its first flight QP1415 scheduled to land at 
11.25 am at RGIA, Hyderabad.Starting 
February 15, two additional Hyderabad-
Bengaluru services will be added taking the 
daily departures to four ex-Hyderabad.  

Praveen Iyer, co-founder, and chief 
commercial officer, Akasa Air, said, “A hub 
for major industries, Hyderabad is not only 
the perfect gateway to the growing demand 
for business but also a popular destination for 
leisure travel. We are pleased with the pace at 
which we are growing and connecting cities 
across India.”

Belson Coutinho, co-founder and chief 
marketing & experience officer, Akasa Air, 
said that since its launch in August 2022, 
Akasa Air has been rapidly scaling up its 
operations and with the commencement of 
the Hyderabad flights, the airline will cross 
the milestone of over 575 weekly flights on a 
total of 21 announced routes across 14 cities 
— Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Kochi, Chennai, 
Mumbai, Delhi, Guwahati, Agartala, Pune, 
Visakhapatnam, Lucknow, Goa, Hyderabad, 
and Varanasi.

HYDERABAD.  Hyderabad Narcotics 
Enforcement Wing (H-NEW) sleuths 
apprehended a psychotropic drug peddler 
who was  smuggl ing  MDMA from 
Maharashtra to Hyderabad and seized 15 
grams of contraband from him.Acting on a 
tip-off, H-NEW and Amberpet police officials 
nabbed 50-year-old Bharath Thukral, a 
resident of Yousufguda, while he was trying to 
sell the drug to his customers in Amberpet. 
The accused used to procure drugs from a 
Mumbai-based supplier and sell them to 
customers in Hyderabad. Police also 
identified six of his customers and will soon 
initiate action against them.

Land dispute forces 100 schoolkids in Karnataka 
government school to sit in open

Bengaluru. The land, which falls not keen on shifting these children as they BENGALURU. As many as 100 young 
under Mahadevapura village of KR fear they might lose the property.schoolchildren are being made to pay a 
Pura Hobli, close to Phoenix Mall on “If we completely shift to the new building, heavy price for no fault of theirs. These 
Whitefield Main Road measures 89 this property where the school is functioning students of the Government Higher 
X 74 feet, and its value is said to be for the last 50 years will be acquired by Primary School at Mahadevapura were 
around Rs 15 crore. someone,” the sources said.forced to sit in the open to attend classes 

The building has seven rooms, toilets Education Department officials claim that the as the land on which the school is located 
and other facilities. The Kannada land was donated by one D Puttappa in the is under litigation.Some individuals 
medium Government  Higher  early 60s. Later, it was acquired by the stormed the school premises on Saturday 
Primary School was started in 1964 Industry Department and as per the latest and told the teachers not to come there 
and runs classes for 4th, 5th and 6th land records, it belongs to the KIADB. from Monday (January 23). They came 
standard students. In 2018, Hope Trouble started when a few individuals went to the school on Sunday too though it 
Foundation constructed a new school to a civil court claiming that the land belongs was closed, and locked the classrooms. 
building -- Karnataka Public School - to them. They even appealed to the court to This forced the children to sit in an open 
- in which the medium of instruction issue a permanent injunction.ground outside the classrooms on 
is English and is just a km away from The court, however, told both the parties to Monday. However, it was only after the 
the old building. maintain status quo and decided to hold the police intervened that the students were 

However, children studying in the next hearing on February 4. Speaking to allowed to sit inside the classrooms on 
Kannada medium school continued TNIE, Block Education Officer DR Tuesday.
in the old place. Sources from the Ramamurthy said that since the court has BEO files plaint, seeks police security 
Education Department said that ordered status quo, they (who went to court) individuals have locked horns over the land for schoolkids

though they have a new building, they are should have allowed the school to run.which is located near the posh ITPL area in The Education Department and some private 

Bengaluru man who showered cash worth Rs 3,000 from flyover held

Two months later, no 
guidelines yet on benefits 

for Daiva Nartakas

Akasa Air unveils flights 
from Hyderabad

Drug peddler arrested 
with 15 grams of MDMA 
in Hyderabad

CHENNAI. An 85-year-old woman died in a fire 
that broke out due to a gas leak at her house in 
Ramana Nagar in Perambur on Monday night.

The victim was identified as R Thatchayini, a 
retired government school teacher. She was 
living alone after her husband, Rangarajan, had 
passed away a few years ago.On Monday night, 
neighbours and passersby who noticed smoke 
coming out of the house informed the fire 
service personnel. Fire and rescue service 
personnel from Perambur reached the spot and 
put out the fire after an hour. The ambulance 
crew declared the woman dead.After 
preliminary investigations, police said, “We 
believe there was a gas leak and the woman 
failed to notice it. As soon as she lit the fire, it 
spread to the house,” said a police officer. 
Perambur police registered a case and began an 
investigation.

MANGALURU. After Kannada blockbuster 
‘Kantara’ popularised ‘Daivaradhane’ across the 
country, the state government in October 
announcing a monthly honorarium to ‘Daiva 
Nartakas’ aged above 60, in recognition of their 
contribution. It’s been over two months now, but the 
guidelines related to this are yet to be out. Kannada 
and Culture Department officials say that gathering 
of beneficiaries’ details has become difficult, as no 
proper data is available.At present, Daiva Nartakas 
are included in the folk artistes list, but there was no 
separate survey on them. A Daiva Nartaka said that 
the government needs to simplify the process of 
applying for the same, due to which only two 
persons from Dakshina Kannada have applied so far. 
Former president of Tulu Sahitya Academy and 
Daivaradhane exponent, Dayananda G Kathalsar, 
told TNIE that there are only around 1,000 people in 
the 60-year age group, who are into Daivaradhane 
on the coast, and the age limit should be reduced to at 
least 55, if the honorarium should benefit the needy.

“Already, many artistes are availing old-age pension 
(Sandhya Suraksha) and they cannot apply for this 
new monthly honorarium. If they have to avail it, 
they should cancel their existing pension (Rs 1,000). 
But this process of cancelling the old pension and 
applying for the new scheme is complicated. The 
government has also made it clear that it lacks the 
sufficient budget to provide monthly honorarium to 
all applicants. Most of the people are illiterate and 
poor, and applying online for the scheme is not easy. 
Hence, the process of applying for the monthly 
honorarium should be made at the Panchayat or 
PDO level. They have brought the issue to the notice 
of Kannada and Culture Minister V Sunil Kumar, 
who has assured to resolve it,” he said.

BENGALURU.  People in City paper bag he was carrying, pulled business coach, a motivational 
Market area in Bengaluru couldn’t out the currency notes and started speaker, runs a YouTube channel and 
believe what they were witnessing throwing them down from the claims to be Karnataka’s first event 
on Tuesday morning. They saw Rs flyover. His act soon caught the blogger. A resident of Nagarabavi, 
10 currency notes raining on them attention of the commuters on the Arun refused to speak to the media 
from the flyover. At first it appeared flyover too. Some stopped and asked but said that he will reveal 
like a prank, but after realising they him to give them the cash while everything at the right time.
were real notes, the people started others were at their wit’s end. Within  He said he had done it with a good 
falling over each other to collect the a few minutes, Arun started his bike intention. The police said that he had 
cash. The incident has a filmy touch and sped away. After a video of the thrown at least Rs 3,000 cash. Police 
too. incident went viral on social media, have registered a suo motu case 

The man who was throwing the cash the City Market police swung into against him and booked him for 
from the flyover was dressed in a suit action and traced him. On being causing danger or obstruction on 
and had a wall clock hanging around questioned, Arun told the police that public way, creating a nuisance and 
his neck. Identified as Arun aka he is the founder and CEO of also under the Karnataka Police Act. 
Anchor Arun, he came on a two- Vdot9events.com. The police are further questioning 
wheeler and stopped it on the flyover ‘Cashman’ spent Rs 3,000 him to find out the reason behind his 
around 10.45 am. He then dug into a Arun also told the police that he was a act.

Congress misleading people with false promises: 
Karnataka BJP president Nalin Kumar

Republic Day: Drone ban 
on Thursday in Chennai
CHENNAI. Flying drones will be banned in 

Chennai on Wednesday and Thursday, as part 
of the security arrangements for the Republic 
Day celebrations. At least 6,800 police 
personnel are deployed to ensure a peaceful 
celebration in Chennai, apart from them, 
around 70,000 personnel are deployed in the 
state.Seven-tier security will be in place at the 
Chennai airport from Tuesday onwards, said 
the police. According to police sources, the 
central intelligence agency has alerted the 
state police of a possible terror strike during 
the celebrations. “The state police has 
tightened security at temples, malls, bus 
stations, railway stations and other public 
gathering places,” said a press statement from 
the police. Door frame metal detectors 
(DFMD) have been installed at the airport and 
sniffer dogs will be pressed into service. 
Flyers have been asked to avoid bringing 
jams, halwa, pickles, oil bottles and other 
banned items.

Traffic diversion
Following traffic diversion will be in place on 

January 26. The stretch of Kamarajar Salai 
from Gandhi Statue up to the War Memorial 
will be closed for traffic from 6 am onwards 
till the celebration is over at around 9.30 am. 
Commercial vehicles plying from Adyar and 
proceeding to Parrys Corner will be diverted 
at Greenways Point towards R K Mutt Road V 
K Iyer Road Devanathan Street St Mary’s 
Road, RK Mutt Road, Luz Junction, Luz 
Church Road, Karpagambal Nagar, Sivasamy 
Salai junction, Royapettah High Road, 
Royapettah Tower Clock, GP Road, Anna 
Salai to reach Broadway.

Karnataka CM not paying enough attention 
to budget, say Opposition leaders

Mukherjee and there is an extraordinary BENGALURU.  Leaders of opposition 
effort that goes into balancing the budget parties have alleged that Chief Minister 
with various interests vying for Basavaraj Bommai is not preparing for the 
government attention. It is deeply state budget, which will be presented on 
disappointing to see this tardy approach February 17, in the true spirit of the 
to a very import ant function of the exercise. Bommai, who is also the finance 
government.’’JDS senior leader HD minister, is not paying due attention to the 
Kumaraswamy said,  “They are ‘all-important pre-budget meetings’, as he 
presenting the budget for the heck of it has too much on his plate and is preparing 
(katacharakke madtha idare). They need for the polls too, they alleged. Congress 
to devote more time.” BJP MLC Adagur Legislature Party leader Siddaramaiah 
Vishwanath said, “There are 33-34 said, “It is impossible to expect a good and 
i m p o r t a n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  t h e  progressive budget  f rom a BJP 
government, and of them, the finance, government that has no vision for the 

made no effort to improve the lot of the DPR and law are at the top. But two of development of the state.Self-interest is 
common people.”Council Opposition these departments are with the chief more important than people’s interest for 
leader and Congress biggie BK Hariprasad minister. This government does not have the chief minister and ministers who are 
said, “I have closely worked with former an exclusive finance minister. The CM immersed in corruption. A budget is not 
prime minister Dr Manhmohan Singh, PC should not hold the portfolio if he does not just about numbers, it is about making 
Chidambaram and late Dr Pranab have time.”people prosperous. The government has 

Arun also told the police that he was a business coach, a motivational speaker, runs a YouTube 

channel and claims to be Karnataka’s first event blogger.

‘Spellbinding’ art show draws over 
2.4 lakh visitors

Trouble started when a few individuals went to a civil court claiming that the land belongs to them. They even appealed to the court to issue a permanent injunction.

He said the Congress is facing a shortage of party activists for campaigns. Moreover, it is also facing 
internal bickering, with CLP leader Siddaramaiah himself looking for a safe constituency.

Starting February 15, two additional Hyderabad-

Bengaluru services will be added taking the daily 

departures to four ex-Hyderabad.  

New Delhi, Thursday, 26 January, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client MRS MAUJBI, W/O
SH. NAWAB, R/O I-80/C, Batla
House, Okhla Village, Jamia
Nagar, South Delhi- 110025,
have severed their relations
and disowned their son
Tajuddin, his wife Apsari @
Sebruna @ Sahruna, and their
Children Hadiya, from their
entire movable-immoveable
properties. My client shall not
be responsible for their acts. 

Vicky Advocate 

Ch.No.603,Saket Court,
New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Neeta Mukherjee W/o
Ishtiaque Ahmed D/o Mr. Athar
Rukh Firdausi aged about 34
yrs, resided at B-5, Pocket-11,
Janta Flats, Jasola Vihar New
Delhi 110025, I would like to
inform to all that my name put
by my mother according to her
wish while I am Muslim and fol-
lower of Islam by birth and still
Muslim. My name is mentioned
in my academic documents i.e
10th, 12th and degree of B.A as
Neeta Mukherjee. I have
changed my name Shabaab
Arshi Ansari. Now all of you
know me by my name Shabaab
Arshi Ansari. Shabaab Arshi
Ansari and Neeta Mukherjee
are the same person. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Devender Gandhi
and his wife Smt. Renu, R/O
Plot No.2,70/53 Opposite MCD
Primary School,near Ladrawn
Mod, Qutabgarh, North West
Delhi-110039,have severed all
relations from their sons Paras
Gandhi, Lokesh Gandhi &
Dheeraj and disowned/
debarred them from their all
movable and immovable prop-
erties due to their miscon-
duct/misbehave. My clients
shall not be responsible for
their any acts/ Deeds in future. 

CHINMAYA SEJWAL

ADVOCATE
CH.NO.837

LAWYERS BLOCK,
SAKET COURT, COMPLEX,

NEW DELHI-110017
M.NO.9953335559

PUBLIC NOTICE

TO WHOMSOEVER IT

MAY CONCERN 

This is to inform the General
Public that as per records of 
M/s Prominent Builder hns &
Investors Pvt Ltd , a shop bear-
ing no G 9-A-2 at 59,
Shakuntala Building, Nehru
Place, New Delhi 110019 is
registered /allotted in the name
of Sh. Pramod Chopra vide flat
allotment agreement dated
05/05/2012-. That now vide let-
ter dated 15-12-2022 Mrs.
Chandni Chopra w/o Mr.
Pradeep Kumar R/o A-20,2nd
&3rd Floor Lajpat Nagar-2 New
Delhi 110024 has submitted a
death certificate of said allot-
tee. In the said backdrop she
claims to be the sole class-1,
legal heir of allotee(who has
not left behind any testament
w.r.t shop mentioned) and has
requested transfer of allotment,
rights w.r.t the shop in question
in her favour. By virtue of this
notice we hereby caution and
call for objections from General
Public before affecting the said
transfer in our records. In case
any one has a better and /or
subsisting title right or interest
in the said property or any part
thereof. The same may kindly
informed /communicated to our
email ID vanshm 2015
@Gmail.com within 15 days
from today with cogent sup-
porting documents Failing
which the company shall pro-
ceed accordingly. No third
party claims or communication
shall be entertained if not sup-
ported by document or raised
after the lapse of notice period 
Estate Manager 

For Prominent Builders &

Investors Pvt. Ltd

Brijesh Saxena Mobile-
9643596271

NAME CHANGE

I, KHILAVAR residing at H NO-
891/2, NEAR GAUR SCHOOL
KACHCHI GARHI MOHALA,
ROHTAK, HARYANA-124001have
changed my name to KHILAVAR
SINGH for all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE

I, KOMALVIJAYW/O PRATHAM
GOEL residing at H NO-52/13,
FIRST FLOOR, RAMJAS
ROAD, KAROL BAGH, NEW
DELHI-110005 have changed my
name to KOMAL GOEL for all
future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE

I, BHARTI BA spouse of No-
16019694H HAV ZALA JAYDEV
SINH NATVAR SINH R/O
MEGHPAR ZALA, RAJKOT,
MEGHPAR ZALA, GUJARAT-
363650, have changed my name
from BHARTI BA to ZALA
BHARTIBA JAYDEVSINH for all
future purposes vide affidavit
dated 25/01/2023 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, Amandeep Singh Bajaj s/o
HARMINDER SINGH BAJAJ
R/0 899 SEC 15 FARIDABAD
HARYANA, HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME TO AMANDEEP SINGH
FOR ALL PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE

I, ARCHANA KUMARI W/O
15218735H NK(GD) GOUTAM
KUMAR DAS R/O VILL-BARIYAR
PUR, PO-RAMUDIH, TEH-
DEOGHAR, DISTT-DEOGHAR,
JHAKHAND-814152 have
change my name from ARCHANA
KUMARI to ARCHANA DEVI for
all future purposes. Vide Affidavit
Dated 25/01/2023, by Notary
Public, New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I Moni Chaudhary D/o Ahalkar Singh
R/o House No-A-419,Sangam
Vihar, South Delhi, Delhi-110080,
Have Changed My Name To Moni
Choudhary For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE

I, GAURI SHANKAR TYAGI son
of SH. SURENDRA TYAGI resi-
dent of HOUSE NO D-31, FIRST
FLOOR, FLAT NO 2,
PARYAVARAN COMPLEX,
IGNOU ROAD, SAKET, SAIDUL
AZAIB, NEW DELHI-110030,
declare That I have changed my
name from GAURI SHANKAR to
GAURI SHANKAR TYAGI  for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHUBHIKA D/O SURESH
KUMAR R/O FLAT NO-13 A-
3/13, JANAKPURI, WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110058, have
changed my name from SHUB-
HIKA to SHUBHIKAAGGARW-
AL for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENERAL
PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT OUR
CLIENT'S CUSTOMER SMT. SUSHI-
LA DEVI IS INTENDING TO PUR-
CHASE HOUSE AD MEASURING 50
SQ. YDS, KHASRA NO. 821/2/1,
HANUMAN KHAND, GULAB VATIKA,
VILLAGE BEHTA HAZIPUR, LONI,
GHAZIABAD, UP FROM SMT.
PREETI JAIN  WHO IS THE OWNER
VIDE SALE DEED DATED 19.11.2018
AS DOC NO. 25489. 

HOWEVER, ORIGINAL SALE DEED
DATED 15.01.1988 AS DOC. NO. 220
EXECUTED BY CHAUDHARY RAN-
BIR SINGH  IN FAVOR OF SH. SUB-
HASH CHAND HAS BEEN LOST AT
VILLAGE BEHTA HAZIPUR, LONI,
GHAZIABAD . IF ANY FIND THE
ABOVE SAID ORIGINAL DOCU-
MENT, RETURN BACK THE SAME
TO M/S AAVAS FINANCIERS LIMIT-
ED "(FORMERLY KNOWN AS AU
HOUSING FINANCE LTD.) AT NOIDA
SECTOR-01, B-17 201301 AS THE
SAID PROPERTY IS BEING MORT-
GAGE WITH THE SAID NBFC.

HENCE THIS NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT ANY PERSON, BANK/S
OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION/S, OR
ANY PARTY/IES, HAVING ANY
CLAIM, CHARGE, INTEREST, TITLE,
DEMAND, RIGHTS, OF WHATSOEV-
ER NATURE IN RESPECT OF OR
AGAINST THE SAID PROPERTY BY
WAY OF INHERITANCE, SHARE,
TRANSFER,  MORTGAGE, POSSES-
SION,  HOWSOEVER NATURE, ARE
HEREBY REQUIRED TO MAKE THE
SAME KNOWN IN WRITING WITH
DOCUMENTARY SUPPORT TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 7 DAYS
FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICATION,
FAILING WHICH THE SAID CLAIM
OF SUCH PERSON/S, IF ANY WILL
BE CONSIDERED AS WAIVED AND
SETTLED.
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Covid-19 adds to space crunch
in Chennai's cemeteries

CHENNAI.  Most cemeteries in the city are weighed down by space crunch and the
more number of deaths recorded during the pandemic only exacerbated the situation.
Recently, the corporation’s health standing committee inspected the privately maintained
Christian cemetery in ward 124 of Teynampet zone at the request of Our Lady of Guidance
Church. After an inspection, the cemetery, which spans around six acres, was declared unfit
for fresh burials due to lack of space and residents were advised to approach other corpora-
tion cemeteries. S Bosco Alangar Raj, secretary of The Madras Cemeteries Board Trust said
the Kasimedu Christian cemetery is also marching towards a similar fate, having met with
around 200 burials in a month during the peak of Covid-19 in 2021. “We expect it to reach its
full capacity within six months. We, not only carry out burials of all denominations of
Christians but we also did not send back even a single body during Covid-19 in Kasimedu in
the hopes that the government will see fit to allocate us a fresh piece of land by the time it
reaches full capacity,” said Alangar Raj.
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Washington. Documents marked as that "out of an abundance of caution" requested direct possession" of the 
classified were discovered at former Pence had engaged outside counsel to documents at Pence's residence.
U.S. Vice President Mike Pence's review records stored in his home after With agreement by the former vice 
Indiana home last week, and he has reports about the materials found at president, FBI agents came to his 
turned those classified records over to Biden's residence."Counsel identified Indiana home at 9:30 p.m. on Jan. 19 to 
the FBI, his attorney said in letters a small number of documents that collect the documents stored in the 
seen by Reuters on Tuesday.The could potentially contain sensitive or safe, Jacob said.Biden, whose 
attorney, Greg Jacob, sent a letter to classified information interspersed documents dated from his time as vice 
the National Archives on Jan. 18 throughout the records," Jacob wrote in president, and Trump, who resisted 
notifying them of the documents and the letter."Vice President Pence turning over the items, leading to an 
in a separate letter on Jan. 22 notified immediately secured those documents FBI raid, are both facing special 
the Archives that the FBI came to the in a locked safe pending further counsel investigations by the Justice 
former vice president's home to collect direction on proper handling from the Department over improper handling of 
them.The discovery puts Pence in the National Archives," he said. Pence's c lass i f ied  mater ia l s .Dur ing  a  
company of his former boss, former counsel did not review the contents of presidential transition period, the 
President Donald Trump, and the documents once they were records from each administration are 
President Joe Biden after documents determined to be marked classified, the supposed to be turned over to the legal 
with classified markings were found at letter said.In a separate letter dated Jan. custody of the U.S. National Archives. 
their residences.Jacob said in the letter 22, Jacob said the Justice Department It is unlawful to knowingly or willfully 
dated Jan. 18 to the National Archives "bypassed the standard procedures and remove or retain classified material.

NEWS BOX

Get your own house in order: China tells US to fix 
its debt problems after Yellen's Africa remarks

Classified documents found at former 
US Vice President Pence's home

gathering of politicians and Maori elders socially distance when they go out to Wellington.  Chris Hipkins, who became 
that marked Ardern's final appearance as stretch their legs, he mistakenly said New Zealand's new prime minister on 
leader.First elected to parliament in 2008, “spread your legs”. After the faux pas Wednesday, built a reputation for 
Hipkins became a household name went viral, he was seen drinking from a competence in tackling COVID-19, 
fronting the government's response to the mug with the notorious phrase on though he acknowledges some mistakes 
pandemic. He was appointed health it.Hipkins, who grew up in the Hutt in handling the pandemic and faces a 
minister in July 2020 before becoming the Valley north of the capital Wellington, tough battle to retain power in an October 
COVID response minister at the end of said his "parents came from relatively general election.Known as "Chippy", the 
the year.Under Ardern's “go hard, go humble beginnings and worked really former COVID minister is a close ally of 
early” approach to COVID, the island hard to provide a good life" for him and Jacinda Ardern, who shocked the nation 
nation of 5 million was among the first to his brother."My commitment and last week by announcing she was 
close borders.The policy was hailed politics is to make sure that we provide resigning.Hipkins, 44, who succeeded 
around the world for keeping New opportunities for all Kiwis who want to Ardern as Labour leader on Sunday after 

human being. I'll make the odd mistake Zealanders virus-free through the first work hard, to be able to work hard and get no other candidates emerged, now faces a 
from time to time. I try and own the half of 2021, but the public tired of the ahead and provide a better life for stern test upon taking power, with Labour 
mistakes that I make."He would not be zero-tolerance strategy, which included a t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  trailing the opposition in opinion polls 
drawn on his policy plans.A 1News-nationwide lockdown over a single families."Hipkins became minister for and the country expected to fall into 
Kantar poll released in December had infection.Criticism over the strict police in mid-2022 amid a crime wave. recession next quarter before a general 
Labour's support falling to 33% from 40% lockdowns grew as officials struggled to He is also minister for education and election on Oct. 14.Often brought in by 
at the start of 2022. At that rate, Labour control a Delta outbreak from August public service, as well as leader of the Ardern when other cabinet colleagues 
could not form a majority even with 2021. Hipkins later said quarantine House.Before joining parliament, he was were struggling with their portfolios, 
traditional coalition partner the Green measures should have been scaled back senior adviser to two education ministers Hipkins has pledged to continue her 
Party at 9%. The opposition National earlier. and served in the office of former Prime governing style while putting his own 
Party has benefited from Labour's Minister Helen Clark.An outdoor stamp on running the country."It's a THE ODD MISTAKE'
decline.Hipkins is known around enthusiast and keen cyclist, Hipkins is bittersweet moment, obviously: I'm really "I've dealt with some challenging situations parliament for his sense of humour - known to commute to the capital, honoured to be taking on the role, but as is over the last five and a half years, the last including an ability to laugh at Wellington, by bicycle from his home in well known, Jacinda is a very good friend couple of years particularly," Hipkins said himself.Meaning to tell COVID-cramped an adjoining city.of mine," Hipkins said on Tuesday, at a on Saturday. "And, you know, I'm a New Zealanders once that they should 

Troubleshooter Chris Hipkins faces a 
tough road as New Zealand PM

Washington. After US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen called China a 
"barrier" to debt reform in Africa this 
week, Chinese officials in Zambia had 
a pointed response - get your own 
house in order.

The Chinese Embassy in Zambia said on 
its website Tuesday "the biggest 
contribution that the U.S. can make to 
the debt issues outside the country is to 
act on responsible monetary policies, 
cope with its own debt problem, and 
stop sabotaging other sovereign 
countries' active efforts to solve their 
debt issues."Republicans in the House 
of Representatives are using a risky, 
unusual threat to refuse to vote in a new 
debt ceiling, a figure that reflects 
money already spent and now owed by 
the government, to pressure the Biden 
administration and Democrats to cut t r immed revenues .Ye l len  and poorest countries faced $35 billion in 
spending programs. So far, the Biden In te rna t iona l  Moneta ry  Fund  debt-service payments to official and 
White House is refusing to negotiate, Managing Director  Kris tal ina private-sector creditors in 2022, more 
counting on hardline Republicans to Georgieva arrived separately in than 40% of which was due to China, 
step back under pressure from Zambia Sunday to highlight the need the World Bank said.The U.S. Federal 
businesses, investors and moderates. for debt reform in Africa. Reserve's rate increases, designed to 

U.S. national debt is about $31 trillion, a tame inflation at home, and the Zambia defaulted on its debt in 2020 and 
figure that has skyrocketed since 2000s appreciating U.S. dollar have added to has made little progress to restructure it 
$5.6 trillion thanks in part to increased African countries' debt service burden, with Chinese and private creditors to 
spending for an aging population, the African Development Bank said date, a situation that has helped push 
outlays for Iraq and Afghanistan wars, last week.citizens into poverty.The world's 
COVID-19 programs and tax cuts that 

Ex-Proud Boy says group 'celebrated' 
violence ahead of US Capitol riot

the stabbing of a Proud Boy member by 
bashing the assailant’s head with a 
motorcycle helmet, Greene said.

Prosecutors allege that Pezzola was 
among the first rioters to breach the 
Capitol building after shattering a 
window with a stolen police 
shield.Lawyers for the defendants have 
argued that there was no plan to storm 
the Capitol and Proud Boys leadership 
directed members at previous rallies to 
only respond to left-wing counter 
protesters in self-defense.Greene 
acknowledged that he did not know 
many of the defendants and was not 
directed to use force by members of the 
Proud Boys leadership ahead of the riot 
at the Capitol. He said was not aware of 

Washington. A former Proud Boys any plan to storm the building.He 
organisation member told one of the resident and veteran of the U.S. Army violence.Greene’s testimony was a key described a “rising anger” in the crowd 
Washington jury members that the National Guard, said his interactions with moment in the trial of Proud Boys former as Proud Boy leaders led the group in 
group’s members and leaders anticipated other members of the group gave him the leader Henry “Enrique” Tarrio and four chants outside the Capitol.Rioters later 
a civil war at the US Capitol on 2021 impression that the organization was other members of the organization – breached police lines and stormed the 
January 6.A former member of the Proud prepared to use force to keep former U.S. Dominic Pezzola, Ethan Nordean, Joseph building, forcing lawmakers to flee and 
Boys organization testified on Tuesday Republican President Donald Trump in Biggs and Zachary Rehl– who are delaying the congressional certification 
against the far-right group’s former leader office following his 2020 election defeat. charged with multiple felonies including of the 2020 election.Greene pleaded 
and other members, telling a Washington seditious conspiracy.Greene said Pezzola “I can’t say it was ever overtly encouraged, guilty to conspiracy and obstruction of an 
jury members anticipated a “civil war” was praised following a violent incident but it was never discouraged, and when it official proceeding in December 2021 for 
ahead of the Jan. 6, 2021 riot at the U.S. at a December 2020 rally in Washington, happened it was celebrated,” Greene said his role in the attack. He agreed to 
Capitol.Matthew Greene, a New York D.C. Pezzola boasted that he responded to o f  t h e  P r o u d  B o y s '  u s e  o f  cooperate with U.S. prosecutors.

Kathmandu. A 5.9-magnitude earthquake jolted the 
remote mountainous districts in Western Nepal on 
Tuesday, killing one person and damaging dozens of 
houses in the region, officials said.The earthquake, with 
epicentre in the Mela area of Bajura district in 
Sudurpaschim province, hit the region at 2:43 PM local 
time, said Lok Bijaya Adhikari, head of the Earthquake 
Measurement and Research Centre.A 35-year-old 
woman was killed when a falling rock hit her while she 
was cutting grass in the nearby forest in Bajura district, 
situated 450 km West of Kathmandu, police 
said.Around three dozen houses were damaged in the 
quake that struck the remote mountainous region, a 
police officer said, adding that they are collecting 
further information about more losses caused by the 
tremor.A temple in the Badimalika municipality also 
developed cracks, police said.A landslide triggered by 
the earthquake resulted in the death of over 40 sheep, 
the police said, adding that one person was injured in 
the incident.Monika Dahal, who is head of the National 
Earthquake Monitoring and Research Centre, said that 
the quake measuring 5.9-magnitude was felt in the 
wider areas of Western Nepal. It was also felt in some 
parts of neighbouring India.

Nepal Army and Nepal Police personnel were mobilised 
for search and rescue works soon after the quake.

Western Nepal is frequently hit by earthquakes from mild 
to moderate intensity.In December 2022, three tremors 
jolted Western Nepal in quick succession.

In April 2015, a devastating earthquake of 7.8-magnitude 
rocked Nepal, killing nearly 9,000 people and 
wounding nearly 22,000 others. It also damaged over 
800,000 houses and school buildings.

1 killed, dozens of  houses damaged 
as 5.9-magnitude earthquake jolts 
Western Nepal

California shootings: Elderly gunmen 
targeted people of immigrant 

communities, say cops
Half Moon Bay, California. A deadly gun 

rampage at a pair of northern California 
mushroom farms likely stemmed from a 
workplace grievance, authorities said on 
Tuesday, as new details emerged about the latest 
of two back-to-back mass shootings that claimed 
18 lives and horrified the nation.

In apparently unrelated acts of mass murder, 11 
people were shot to death on Saturday night at a 
Los Angeles-area dance hall frequented mostly 
by older patrons of Asian descent, and seven 
were slain on Monday in an attack on farm 
workers, many of them immigrants, in the 
seaside town of Half Moon Bay near San 
Francisco.The suspects in both attacks were men 
of retirement age, much older than typical 
perpetrators of deadly mass shootings that have 
become all too commonplace in the United 
States.Authorities said the two men, Huu Can 
Tran, 72, and Chunli Zhao, 66, each used a semi-
automatic pistol. The victims of both attacks 
came from immigrant communities. Tran fired 
on ballroom dancers celebrating the Lunar New 
Year in Monterey Park near Los Angeles, and 
Zhao sprayed bullets at farm workers of Hispanic 
and Asian origin 380 miles north in Half Moon 
Bay.Tran tried to attack a second dance studio on 
Saturday night but was disarmed without firing a 
shot in a struggle with the club's operator. The 
next morning, he shot himself to death in the 
driver's seat of his getaway vehicle as police 
closed in.Zhao was arrested on Monday evening 
outside a sheriff's station where authorities said 
he had driven shortly after the Half Moon Bay 
shootings, apparently to surrender.

As of Tuesday, authorities said they had yet to 
determine precisely what sparked either 
shooting. Circumstances surrounding the Half 
Moon Bay carnage pointed to some type of work-
related disgruntlement, officials said."All of the 
evidence we have points to this being the instance 
of workplace violence," San Mateo Sheriff 
Christina Corpus told reporters on Tuesday. She 
said Zhao had been employed at Mountain 
Mushroom Farm, one of two sites he is accused 
of attacking. The other, Concord Farms, is about 
a mile away.That theory seemed buttressed by 
court records, obtained by the San Francisco 
Chronicle, showing that a restaurant co-worker 
had obtained a restraining order against Zhao 
after accusing Zhao of assault and death threats, 
the newspaper reported on Tuesday. The court 
order is no longer in effect.San Mateo County jail 
records showed Zhao booked on suspicion of 
premeditated murder, attempted murder and 
firearms offenses. He was expected to be 
formally charged on Wednesday, when he was 
due to make his first court appearance in 
Redwood City.

North Korean capital Pyongyang 
under 5-day lockdown over 
unspecified respiratory illness

India informed me Pak was 
preparing for nuclear attack post-
Balakot strike, claims Pompeo

ZA former Proud Boys 

organisation member told 

one of  the Washington jury 

members that the group’s 

members and leaders 

anticipated a civil war at the 

US Capitol on January 6, 

2021.

Seoul. Authorities in the North Korean capital 
Pyongyang have ordered a five-day lockdown due to 
rising cases of an unspecified respiratory illness, 
Seoul-based NK News reported on Wednesday, citing 
a government notice.

The notice did not mention COVID-19 but said that 
residents in the city are required to stay in their homes 
through the end of Sunday and must submit 
temperature checks multiple times each day, according 
to NK News, which monitors North Korea.On 
Tuesday, the website reported that Pyongyang 
residents appeared to be stocking up on goods in 
anticipation of stricter measures. It is unclear if other 
areas of the country have imposed new lockdowns.

North Korea acknowledged its first COVID-19 outbreak 
last year, but by August had declared victory over the 
virus.The secretive country never confirmed how 
many people caught COVID, apparently because it 
lacks the means to conduct widespread testing.

Instead, it reported daily numbers of patients with fever, 
a tally that rose to some 4.77 million, out of a 
population of about 25 million. But it has not reported 
such cases since July 29.State media have continued to 
report on anti-pandemic measures to battle respiratory 
diseases, including the flu, but have yet to report on the 
lockdown order.On Tuesday, state news agency 
KCNA said the city of Kaesong, near the border with 
South Korea, had intensified public communication 
campaigns "so that all working people observe anti-
epidemic regulations voluntarily in their work and 

Washington.  Former US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has claimed that he was awakened to speak to 
his then Indian counterpart Sushma Swaraj who told 
him that Pakistan was preparing for a nuclear attack in 
the wake of the Balakot surgical strike in February 2019 
and India is preparing its own escalatory response.

In his latest book ‘Never Give an Inch: Fighting for the 
America I Love’ that hit the stores on Tuesday, Pompeo 
says that the incident took place when he was in Hanoi 
for the US-North Korea Summit on February 27-28 and 
his team worked overnight with both New Delhi and 
Islamabad to avert this crisis.“I do not think the world 
properly knows just how close the India-Pakistan 
rivalry came to spilling over into a nuclear conflagration 
in February 2019. The truth is, I don’t know precisely 
the answer either; I just know it was too close,” Pompeo 
writes.India’s warplanes pounded a Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorist training camp in Balakot in 
Pakistan in February 2019 in response to the Pulwama 
terror attack that killed 40 CRPF jawans.

“I’ll never forget the night I was in Hanoi, Vietnam when – 
as if negotiating with the North Koreans on nuclear 
weapons wasn’t enough – India and Pakistan started 
threatening each other in connection with a decades-
long dispute over the northern border region of 
Kashmir,” Pompeo says.“After an Islamist terrorist 
attack in Kashmir- probably enabled in part by 
Pakistan’s lax counterterror policies – killed forty 
Indians, India responded with an air strike against 
terrorists inside Pakistan. The Pakistanis shot down a 
plane in a subsequent dogfight and kept the Indian pilot 
prisoner,” he said.“In Hanoi, I was awakened to speak 
with my Indian counterpart. He believed the Pakistanis 
had begun to prepare their nuclear weapons for a strike. 
India, he informed me, was contemplating its own 
escalation. I asked him to do nothing and give us a 
minute to sort things out (sic),” Pompeo writes in his 
book, which wrongly refers to Swaraj as “he”.

“I began to work with Ambassador (then National 
Security Advisor John) Bolton, who was with me in the 
tiny secure communications facility in our hotel. I 
reached the actual leader of Pakistan, (Army chief) 
General (Qamar Javed) Bajwa, with whom I had 
engaged many times. I told him what the Indians had 
told me. He said it wasn’t true,” Pompeo says.

New Delhi, Thursday, 26 January, 2023 THE SIKH TIMES
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After Delhi, now Mumbai reports 0 Covid 
cases in a day since outbreak

‘Selling plant-based 
items as ghee, butter 

is cheating’
VADODARA. Country's apex food 

regulator - the Food Safety & 
Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) - has decided to crack 
down on food business operators 
(FBOs) selling misleading 
products in the name of ghee, 
butter or by using other dairy 
terminologies to lure consumers.

FSSAI's deputy director Rakesh 
Kumar has issued directive to all 
the commissioners of food safety 
and all the regional directors to 
immediately check the labels of 
s u c h  p r o d u c t s  b e i n g  
manufactured and/ or sold under 
their jurisdiction including on 
online platforms or websites and 
take enforcement actions against 
such FBOs who are selling such 
plant-based products as ghee, 
butter etc or making claims for 
vegan foods/ logo without prior 
approval.

"The action taken report in the 
matter may please be shared with 
this office at the earliest or latest 
by February 15, 2023 so that the 
same may be apprised to the 
competent  authori ty,"  the 
directive issued by FSSAI reads.

Titled "on misleading products in 
market in name of ghee/ butter," 
FSSAI's directive states that it has 
come to its notice that dairy terms 
are being used by certain FBOs 
for their non-dairy product like 
'plant-based ghee/ butter, vegan 
ghee/ butter etc' which are 
available in the market and e-
commerce platforms/ websites.

"Such products are of non-animal 
origin and are usually the blend/ 
mixtures of two or more edible 
oil/ hydrogenated fats and natural 
identical flavours etc," the 
missive reads. Talking to TOI, 
Rajesh Kumar Singh, secretary of 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A n i m a l  
Husbandry and Dairying, GOI 
s a i d ,  " " I t  g o e s  b e y o n d  
mislabelling.

disqualified MP and his brother were KOCHI. In a relief to former Lakshadweep 
convicted and sentenced to 10 years MP Mohammed Faizal, Kerala High Court 
imprisonment, while the rest were on Wednesday suspended his conviction 
acquitted.According to prosecution, and 10-year sentence in an attempt to 
Faizal and 36 other accused along with murder case.The court extended the same 
some other identifiable persons, armed relief to the other three convicts, including 
with deadly weapons, committed Faizal's brother, in the case. The detailed 
offence of rioting and voluntarily caused order of the high court is not yet 
hurt on Salih after wrongfully confining available.Deputy Solicitor General of 
him and his friend Mohammed Kassim India (DSGI) Manu S, who represented the 
at a place at Androth island.Three island administration, confirmed the high 
accused, including Faizal, chased Salih court order which came on the joint plea by Faizal and his brother, who was a teacher in 

when he tried to flee the spot, broke open the moved by the convicts against their conviction a government school, had shocked the society 
room of a house where he had taken shelter and and 10 year jail term by a Sessions Court in of the island archipelago where few crimes are 
brutally manhandled him with the aid of Lakshadweep. reported.Therefore, their release would send a 

The Union Territory (UT) of Lakshadweep had dangerous weapons including sword-stick, wrong message to the society, the island 
opposed suspension of sentence of the chopper, iron rod, rafters, sticks etc. They were administration had said. There were 37 
convicts, saying that granting them the relief attacked when they had reached the spot for accused in the case. Of them, two had died and 
would "shake the people's faith in the judicial intervening in a political issue during the 2009 the trial had abated against them.
process."It had also said the offence committed Lok Sabha polls.Of the remaining 35, four persons - including the 

MUMBAI. Mumbai-the city March 2020, the city has like containing the virus in among the first doctors to work at 
where the Covid-19 outbreak in witnessed 11.54 lakh Covid cases densely populated s lums,  Kasturba Hospital, the primary 
the state began-reported zero new and 19,747 deaths.The cases and creating jumbo centres to tackle f ac i l i t y  fo r  qua ran t in ing  
cases of the virus on Tuesday fatalities have been dropping admissions in big numbers and coronavirus patients in the initial 
despite conducting nearly 3,000 every consecutive year, with only swiftly transferring patients weeks, referred to the news as 
tests. This is the first time that this 103 cases and one death in during an oxygen crisis," Chahal "thrilling". "Patients were 
has occurred since March 16, January so far. It may be recalled said. He specifically remembered coughing, feeling breathless and 
2020. that in January 2022, Mumbai the night of April 17, when 168 developing complications that 

had recorded its highest single- patients were moved from six were being discussed by doctors With the downward graph of Covid 
day tally of over 20,000 cases. hospitals running out of oxygen. worldwide," he said. The critical cases, more states and cities are 
Civic chief Iqbal Singh Chahal Dr Shashank Joshi said, "The care expert mentioned that it was experiencing days with no new 
referred to the zero new cases of Spanish Flu over a 100 years back a scary experience not to have any Covid-19 detections: Delhi 
Covid-19 as a victory achieved lasted for two to two-and-half treatment options available reported zero new cases on 
through the efforts of thousands years, and hopefully the three initially, but things started to January 16. BMC executive 
of civic staff, doctors and large Covid waves are the end of improve over time. "ICUs have health officer Mangala Gomare 
citizens. He paid tribute to the it. What remains will hopefully not seen the level of panic that said the daily tally has been in 
350 civic staff who lost their lives be easily treatable." Dr Rajesh was experienced during the early single digits in Mumbai for a few 
during the pandemic."We Bhadade, an intensivist from days of the pandemic since June months now, but it is "reassuring" 
managed unimaginable hurdles BYL Nair Hospital, who was 2021," he said.that it has dropped to zero. Since 

childhood. My father used to beat me and my VIJAYAWADA. Former Chief Secretary of 
mother stopped me from studying. I endured undivided Andhra Pradesh Madhava Rao said 
many such things and still studied.”He he mentioned several experiences of his life 
recalled how he was insulted by the then CS in  h is  au tobiography ‘Sankel lanu  
for applying for his first leave as a collector. “I Tenchukuntu’ meaning Breaking Barriers, 
was transferred to New Delhi. Such issues which was released by noted Physician G 
were not revealed in the autobiography” he Samaram in a meeting presided over by Dr 
said. PV Ramesh on Tuesday at Tummalapalli 

The former chief secretary credited his Kshetrayya Kalakshetram.The first copy was 
development as an IAS officer to his parents given to Vemula Radhika, mother of the late 
and his seniors. Speaking on the occasion, Vemula Rohit.
chief guest Dr G Samaram said, “A the author Madhava Rao said “So many higher officials as 
of the book, Madhava Rao has highlighted the well as former Prime Minister PV Narasimha 
several discriminations in the society, that Rao, and Chief Ministers NTR, Chandrababu 
some people are still facing becasue of their Naidu, Janardhan Reddy and Kotla 
caste and religion.”He also recalled that Dr Vijayawada Bhaskar Reddy encouraged and 
BR Ambedkar faced discrimination since suggested me to be honest during my service. 
childhood.I faced discrimination as a Dalit during my 

Faced discrimination as Dalit, 
was asked not to study: Ex-

IAS officer Madhava Rao

Kerala HC suspends conviction, sentence of  Ex-
Lakshadweep MP in attempt to murder case

Revoke pilot 
suspension, six unions 
tell DGCA

Travellers protest, KSINC’s container Ro-Ro 
service halted after three trips

Inertial suit: Gujarat HC 
pulls up judges

Short of space, TN may forgo AP water that 
can be used by Chennai for four months

footfall. “Since Sethusagar-2 was also KOCHI. The Kerala Shipping and Inland 
operating service, but between Fort Navigation Corporation, which resumed 
Kochi-Vypeen route, most preferred its its ferry roll on-roll off (Ro-Ro) service 
service, resulting in a huge rush,” said between Fort Kochi and Bolgatty on 
Antony Kureethara, opposition leader of Tuesday, halted service after three trips 
Kochi Corporation. Meanwhile, Mayor M following protests by the public, who 
Anilkumar said Adi Shankara was just an demanded the service be extended till 
alternative solution until Sethusagar-1 Vypeen. The container Ro-Ro of KSINC, 
resumes its service after the repair works, Adi Shankara, was deployed for regular 
and the public must cooperate with them.service in the absence of passenger vehicle 

Ro-Ro Sethusagar-1, which has been out According to KSINC officials, Sethusagar-1 
of service for the last two months. will be sent for dry-docking at Cochin 
However, the service was limited till Shipyard Ltd by the end of this month. 
Bolgatty, failing to fulfill public demand “The spare parts are expected to arrive at 
for service till Vypeen. The service was the shipyard by the time, and hopefully, 
halted as the public chose to skip 
the  Ro-Ro journey.  “Adi  
Shankara which is three times 
bigger than the existing Ro-Ro 
vessels and has a capacity of 391 
tonnes, had to stop operation as 
the public refused to utilise the 
service because it operated till 
Bolgatty,” said a KSINC official. 
Sethusagar-1 has been out of 
service after developing a 
technical snag. “The strong 
demand from the public forced 
KSINC and Kochi Corporation to 

the vessel will resume operations within make an alternative arrangement. 
30 to 40 days of repair work,” said a However, the demand is for the Fort 
KSINC official. Considering the size of Kochi-Vypeen route and not till Bolgatty,” 
the vessel, it is difficult for it to embark said Johny Vypeen, convener of Vypeen 
near Vypeen. “A few years back, KSINC Janakeeya Kootayma. “This has been 
conducted a joint inspection with the notified to the authorities and we 
Cochin Port Trust and civic bodies with requested them to extend the service of 
regard to removing the sea rock and Adi Shankara till Vypeen. They failed to 
expanding the Vypeen Ro-Ro jetty. do so and as a protest, the public refused to 
However, the report stated that it’s not board the vessel and instead depended on 
practical to remove the rock from the area Sethusagar 2,” he added.
as it will cause damage to the 

Though Adi Shankara resumed its service on infrastructure near it,” said a KSINC 
Tuesday, it did not witness the expected official.

MUMBAI. Revoke the licence suspension of 
the pilot-in-command (PIC) of the 
November 26 New York-Delhi AI flight on 
which a male flyer allegedly urinated on a 
woman co-passenger, six unions and 
associations representing Indian pilots and 
cabin crew members said in a joint appeal 
sent on Tuesday to the DGCA.

The letter said the implications of this order 
on pilots, cabin crew and staff of all Indian 
airlines are vast and will hamper civil 
aviation. "Based on this order, crew and 
staff in uniform are expected to rigorously 
engage in warning, restraining and handing 
over likely innocent passengers merely 
based on 'allegations of any nature' or divert 
aircraft for the same purposes rather than 
risk suspension," it said.

"This would give rise to a highly anxious 
atmosphere for the pilots, crew and the 
travelling public, who should now 
understand a mere allegation on an aircraft 
would result in restraint and post-flight 
prosecution," it said.The AI pilot had 
signed all reports and directed the cabin 
supervisor to forward them to the airline 
and its senior officers on landing to discuss 
the next step with Air India, which were 
done and verified, it said. "Given the non-
existence of eyewitnesses, it was decided 
by the pilot, in consultation with his crew, 
that the passenger in 8C was not unruly and 
could not be classified as unruly. Further, it 
was informed both parties had amicably 
settled the issue on their own," the letter 
said.

Rift in BJP: Kanna 
Lakshminaryana skips 
State executive meeting

VIJAYAWADA. Differences between the 
BJP and its former AP unit Kanna 
Lakshminaryana came to the fore once again 
as the veteran Kapu leader did not attend the 
Saffron party’s State executive meeting held 
in Bhimavaram on Wednesday as well as the 
national executive meeting conducted 
recently.It may be recalled that Kanna had 
openly criticised present BJP AP unit chief 
Somu Veerraju and had blamed him for JSP 
chief Pawan Kalyan cozying up to TDP chief 
N Chandrababu Naidu. It may be noted that 
the BJP and JSP are allies.It has been 
reported that at least 100 supporters and 
followers of Kanna held a meeting in Guntur 
district and have decided to quit the party in 
support of Kanna.During the executive 
meeting, the leaders resolved to fight against 
the policies of the YSRC government and 
take up second phase of Praja Poru in March. 
While the party did not discuss about 
alliances, Somu maintained that they are in 
alliance with the people of the State. The BJP 
came down heavily on the YSRC for naming 
Centre-funded schemes after Chief Minister 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy and his family.

Expressing concern over the deteriorating law 
and order in the State, the BJP leaders 
claimed all the development works related to 
ports, highways, central universities was 
being done by the Centre. “The BJP is the 
only alternative to YSRC and TDP in the 
2024 elections,” the party asserted.

Somu to remain AP BJP chief
Amid reports of change of guard of the saffron 

party’s State unit, BJP State co-incharge 
Sunil Deodhar announced that Somu 
Veerraju would continue as the party chief 
till the next elections in 2024

CHENNAI. With city reservoirs brimming 
and a lack of space to store additional water, 
the state government is likely to ask Andhra 
Pradesh to suspend the supply of four tmcft 
that is due to TN. Chennai’s drinking water 
requirement is 1000 million litres per day 
and four tmcft of water will be enough to 
meet the city’s water demands for at least 
four months, said sources.

A senior official of the Water Resources 
Department (WRD) told TNIE that out of 8 
tmcft of Krishna water in the current spell, TN is unable to store more water. The 
Tamil Nadu has received only 3.5 tmcft. combined storage of six reservoirs in the 
The remaining 4.5 tmcft of water must be city stands at 11.5 tmcft against the total 
obtained before the end of the month capacity of 13.2 tmcft. He further said TN 
because the Andhra government will begin did not accept 4 tmcft of Krishna water in 
dam renovation work in February. But, it 2021-22.Another official said, two years 
would be impossible to do so as all ago the WRD had submitted a proposal to 
reservoirs are near full capacity and there the state government to increase the 
are no additional storage facilities. capacity of Poondi reservoir from 3.2 tmcft 

The officials added that once Krishna water is capacity of 500 million cubic feet of water said. Inter-state agreement  As per the inter-to 5.2 tmcft and link the tanks to create small 
received at the zero point in Uthukottai in at Orathur, on the outskirts of the city. The state agreement, Andhra Pradesh has to drinking water reservoirs in the Chennai 
Tiruvallur district, it is discharged to task will be completed by this year. In the release 12 tmcft of Krishna water every year region. No funds have been allotted so far 
reservoirs through the Poondi reservoir. next five years, the state plans to increase to meet Chennai’s drinking water for the project, said the official.“We have 
However, since reservoirs are almost full, the total storage capacity to 20 tmcft,” he requirement. This is done in two spells. started work on a small reservoir with a 

AHMEDABAD. The Gujarat high court on 
Tuesday expressed its dissatisfaction at the 
explanation given by judges for not 
completing an old civil suit and remarked 
that under the guise of being a judicial 
officer, they cannot take the system for a 
ride.The bench of Chief Justice Aravind 
Kumar and Justice Ashutosh Shastri was 
hearing an appeal that was pending in a civil 
court since 1977 and had issued a show-
cause notice for contempt of court action 
against nine judges, during whose tenure at 
the Anand court the suit was not completed 
despite the HC's directions.Last month, the 
HC sought explanations from nine sitting 
judges - P P Mokashi, D J Parmar, B B Jadav, 
Sunil Choudhary, P J Chaudhary, M S Soni, J 
R Dodiya, S A Pathan and N G Parmar.

The court heard lawyers representing Mokashi 
and Parmar, who tendered unconditional 
apologies to the high court. In their 
affidavits, they tried to explain to the HC 
how and why the case could not be 
completed during their tenures.However, 
the bench expressed its dissatisfaction with 
their work and said, "You being judicial 
officers, if you don't know how to conduct 
the case or implement case management 
rules, it is sheer dereliction of duty. We are 
not satisfied. It is sheer negligence and 
shows an indolent attitude.When the 
lawyers tried to defend their judge clients, 
the chief justice said, "They are our judicial 
officers. But under the guise of being 
judicial officer, he cannot take the system for 
a ride."The HC asked the lower court's 
judges to own up to their mistake that they 
"handled the case in a casual and cavalier 
manner". The HC has sought another 
affidavit "with better clarification" from the 
judges and posted a further hearing for 
February 7.

ZA senior official of  the Water 

Resources Department (WRD) told 

TNIE that out of  8 tmcft of  Krishna 

water in the current spell, Tamil 

Nadu has received only 3.5 tmcft.

The former chief secretary credited his development as an IAS officer to his 
parents and his seniors.

The Union Territory (UT) of Lakshadweep had opposed suspension of sentence of the convicts, 
saying that granting them the relief would "shake the people's faith in the judicial process."
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chord with the powers that be.There is no Chief Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud said on 
doubt that technology has a major role to play Saturday that the Supreme Court intended to 
in improving the efficiency of the justice provide translated copies of its judgments in every 
delivery system. In September last year, the Indian language. The CJI suggested that Artificial 
apex court started live-streaming of hearings Intelligence could be used for the purpose, even as 
of its Constitution Bench. This path-breaking he highlighted the potential of technology to bridge 
step is aimed at bringing the court the information gap and overcome the linguistic 
proceedings in the public domain. According barrier. Speaking at a function organised by the Bar 
to the CJI, live-streaming helps teachers and Council of Maharashtra and Goa, Justice 
students of law have informed discussions on Chandrachud stressed the need to reach out to the 
the issues that come up before the judges. It nation’s citizens in a language which they can 
also gives an insight into the functioning of understand. Indeed, litigants who are not familiar 
the courts.It will be a challenge to ensure that with the subtleties and complexities of the English 
the translations of judgements are accurate language are not able to properly comprehend these 
and comprehensible. The use of state-of-the-judgments. Some lawyers might also be facing a 
art, foolproof software is a must to avoid similar problem. This leads to misreading or 
inconsistencies. The judiciary deserves misinterpretation of the court’s orders and 
praise for its acknowledgment of India’s eventually impacts the delivery of justice. The 
linguistic diversity and its sincere intention CJI’s suggestion has been endorsed by Prime working on making medical and engineering 

to reduce inconvenience faced by the public. This is a Minister Narendra Modi, who tweeted that this textbooks available in regional languages, Justice 
welcome initiative that should be implemented at the ‘laudatory thought’ will help many people, Chandrachud’s push for making judicial verdicts 
earliest.particularly youngsters. With the government more accessible to the masses has rightly struck a 

Craze for 
foreign varsities

Need to raise standard of education in rural India

During the last three months, the image and standing of The news about the rising India — the projections of Ernst 
Chinese President Xi Jinping have weakened with and Young that the Indian economy could reach $26 
widespread protests breaking out in November against trillion by 2046 and the decision of Apple to shift about 
his zero-Covid policy, after which he was forced to 25 per cent of American cell phone manufacturing from 
abandon it, resulting in waves of Covid-19 infections China to India by 2025 — would not have pleased Xi as 
rampaging China.Xi was forced to acknowledge China has always aimed at containing India’s progress to 
popular criticism of his zero-Covid policy in his New assert its supremacy in the region. Xi would view it as 
Year address when he said, “In a big country, it is natural another example of the Indo-US collusion aimed at 
for different people to hold different views on the same weakening China’s economic power.
issue.”With the majority of the population getting Xi has taken several steps to signal improved relations with 
infected due to Covid, deaths of a large number of the USA. Firstly, by lowering the rhetoric aimed against 
elderly and other persons, losses suffered by middle- Washington and giving his concurrence for a meeting of 
class people due to defaults by many property the ministers in charge of foreign affairs, national 
companies, and loss of jobs due to the closure of several security, finance, climate change and others. His 
companies, the discontent against Xi’s governance has ministers have put aside their wolf-warrior diplomacy 
risen considerably.As the maintenance of domestic and are now seeking meetings with their American 
peace, stability and order is of the highest priority for counterparts. China is seeking stronger ties with 
him and the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) rule in Germany, France and Italy as these countries are taking a 
the country, Xi has gotten hyperactive to thwart the stance more independent of the USA towards China.To 
criticism of his policies.Reaching out to the USA and signal the change and openness to global investment and 
others in his New Year address, Xi avoided his pet word market reforms, Xi sent Liu He, a vice-premier and his 
“reunification” of Taiwan with Mainland China and old Economic Adviser whom he had removed from the 
said, “The people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait are Politburo at the 20th Party Congress in October 2022, to 
members of one family” and hoped that they would represent China at the World Economic Forum in Davos 
work together with “a unity of purpose to jointly foster China’s population is shrinking as the country’s rulers sectors but the impact of this measure would be limited as he is well known to big western companies.At home, 
lasting prosperity of the Chinese nation.”Talking to decided to follow the single-child policy in 1979 to as the country already has 322 robots per 10,000 people, Xi has changed his earlier policies on the regulation of 
different groups at home, Xi defended his zero-Covid overcome its vast poverty quickly without studying the surpassing the USA and putting it in the fifth place in technology companies and tightening of credit to the real 
policy, saying that it had “enabled China to withstand long-term implications of the move.According to 2021, according to the World Robotics Report, 2022. estate companies. Xi and his ministers are inviting 
several rounds of virus mutations”, lowered the Professor Yi Fuxian, a researcher based in the USA, foreign investors again to China, promising equal The other news which would have upset Xi includes 
proportion of severe cases and the fatality rate to the China’s fertility rate has fallen to 1.3 per cent (the support to the private sector and more market continued sanctions being imposed by the USA and its 
greatest extent possible. Asking for more patience and replacement rate for population is 2.1 per cent) and if the reforms.But the trust, outlook and confidence of the allies on the export of microchips to about 100 Chinese 
forbearance as Covid wades through the rural areas, Xi country can stabilise its fertility rate at 1.2 per cent, USA, many European, Asian and other countries and companies which would retard China’s progress in the 
said, “Tough challenges remain, but the light of hope is China’s population would drop to 1.07 billion in 2050 companies in Xi have been badly shaken due to his strategic domain, besides the decision of the Japanese 
right in front of us. Perseverance means victory.”Bad and 480 million by 2100. A declining population means a erratic and misguided policies. They think that the government to term China as an “unprecedented 
news for Xi continued as China’s National Bureau of smaller workforce, older people with health and social change in Xi’s approach and about-turn in policies is strategic challenge” and increase its defence spending to 
Statistics announced on January 17 that the country’s welfare needs, reduced savings, manufacturing, exports only tactical to ride out the present difficult economic 2 per cent of its GDP by 2027. Japan is to acquire 
population had fallen by8.5 lakh in 2022. This was the and revenues for the government, weaker consumption environment. They would continue to put pressure on counterstrike capabilities (aimed mainly against China 
first decline after 1961 when China’s population had and lower economic growth.China has unveiled plans to China to weaken its economic growth and hamper its and North Korea), including new missiles, technologies 
fallen due to Mao Zedong’s Great Leap Forward introduce more robots and automation in manufacturing, technological rise to resist Xi’s aggression and relating to unmanned systems, cyberspace, outer space, 
industrial policy failing because of floods and drought. agriculture, logistics, healthcare, energy and other hegemony.the electromagnetic spectrum and artificial intelligence.

SC judgments

In a mobile and globally interconnected world, the 
objectives and aspirations of higher education 
cannot remain confined to a fixed territorial 
boundary. Every sane educationist would 
concede that ideas, knowledge traditions, 
pedagogic practices and even research enquiries 
evolve and grow through continual cross-
cultural/epistemological conversations and 
intellectual dialogues. Hence, there seems to be 
no apparent reason to oppose the idea of foreign 
universities establishing their campuses in India. 
As the latest draft law formulated by the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) indicates, 
the local campuses of foreign universities will be 
able to decide the admission requirements for 
both domestic and foreign students, the fee 
structure and the scholarship programmes. 
Moreover, these universities will have complete 
discretion over anyone they choose to hire as 
faculty/staff.The members of the ambitious and 
aspiring class who love all sorts of international 
‘brands’, and prefer to send their children abroad 
for higher education are bound to welcome this 
decision. And they would further argue that 
Indian universities are underperforming and 
incapable of nurturing the academic tradition of 
original thinking and research in science, 
technology and social sciences. And hence, if 
foreign universities among the ‘top 500 global 
rankings’ (I am not very convinced about the 
relevance of the mathematics of ranking, 
measuring and quantifying the value of education 
which is essentially a qualitative experience with 
pol i t ico-exis tent ia l  and phi losophical  
connotations) begin to establish their campuses in 
India, there will be some sort of revolution in 
India in terms of pedagogic innovations and 
quality of research. While I understand their 
concerns, a disturbing question continues to haunt 
me: Why and how did we come to this stage that 
we have to believe that only foreign universities 
can salvage us? Why and how did we allow the 
systematic degradation and devaluation of Indian 
universities? It is sad that even the UGC 
Chairperson seldom bothers to raise and reflect 
on this important question. A nation cannot be 
great or a ‘vishwaguru’ if it loses confidence in its 
own institutions or remains pessimistic about 
their performances, and depends on foreign 
universities to teach us lessons in physics, 
geology, history, philosophy, management, 
finance and engineering.

In this context, as an insider with some experience 
in the psychology and academic culture of Indian 
universities, I wish to raise three issues. First, I 
have no hesitation in saying that many of us as 
professors and researchers have continually 
devalued ourselves; we have chosen to live with 
some sort of inferiority complex. Many of us — 
including great professors in top Indian 
universities — have behaved like Thomas 
Babington Macaulay’s children. We believe that 
everything ‘foreign’ — from publishing houses to 
academic journals — is good and preferable. As a 
result, we have never bothered to establish or 
nurture good Indian journals and publication 
houses. Not solely that. A foreign trip or a 
sabbatical at some Euro-American university 
seems to be seen as a mark of academic 
Brahminism. During the three decades when I 
was teaching, I never saw a professor from Yale or 
Cambridge or Harvard who bothered to come to 
our own university on sabbatical. Instead, here in 
India, our rat race is centred primarily on some 
trip to any foreign university at any cost. And 
these days, some of our glamorous private 
universities prefer young aspirants with foreign 
PhD degrees for recruiting as faculty. In a way, 
many of our top academics and intellectuals have 
often failed to decolonise their consciousness.

Second, an unholy alliance of the non-reflexive 
political class and corrupt/callous academic 
bureaucracy has played a devastating role in 
undermining the academic traditions of our 
universities. Imagine the state of our universities, 
which, for all practical purposes, have been 
reduced into mere degree-manufacturing 
machines without engaged pedagogy, meaningful 
research and culture of debate and dialogue. The 
lumpenisation of student politics, the 
controversial recruitment of vice-chancellors and 
all sorts of associated scams have created a milieu 
that is not conducive to the growth of a flourishing 
academic tradition. 

THE 2022 Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 
sheds light on learning outcomes in schools in rural 
districts of India. Conducted every year since 2005, this 
survey is a key source of information about children’s 
learning skills across the country. The current report, 
released after a gap of four years, records the impact of 
school closure on the studies of children during the Covid 
pandemic in 2020 and 2021.

A household-based, rather than school-based, survey, it 
includes children who have never been to school or have 
dropped out, as well as those who are in government 
schools or private ones. Around 7,00,000 children in the 
age group of 3 to 16 years, who are residents of these 
households, were surveyed across the country. In each 
rural district, 30 villages were sampled and in each 
village, 20 randomly selected households were surveyed. 
This process generated a total of 600 households per 
district, or about 3,00,000 households. Information on the 
schooling status was collected for all children living in 
sampled households who were in the required age group. 
Children in the age group of 5-16 years were tested to 
assess their basic reading and arithmetic skills.Major 
findings of the report are not entirely negative, but they do 
underline the need to improve the standard of education in 
rural India. The national-level study shows that despite 
school closure during the pandemic, the overall deprived of quality education owing to factors such as States showing a decline of more than 10 percentage points 
enrolment figures, which have been above 95 per cent for lack of competent and committed teachers, shortage of from the 2018 level include those that had higher reading 
the past 15 years for the age group of 6 to 14 years, textbooks or teaching-learning material, among other levels in 2018, such as Kerala (from 52.1 per cent in 2018 
increased from 97.2 per cent in 2018 to 98.4 per cent in things.Infrastructure in rural schools is far below the to 38.7 per cent in 2022), Himachal Pradesh (from 47.7 
2022. Government schools have seen a sharp increase in satisfactory level, with 82 per cent of the schools per cent to 28.4 per cent), and Haryana (from 46.4 per cent 
children enrolled, from 65.6 per cent in 2018 to 72.9 per requiring renovation; books are often unavailable and to 31.5 per cent). Large drops are also visible in Andhra 
cent in 2022, reversing the trend of a steady decrease in teacher absenteeism tends to be high. A large number of Pradesh (from 22.6 per cent to 10.3 per cent) and 
student enrolment seen since 2006, when it was 73.4 per teachers are unwilling to teach in rural areas and those that Telangana (from 18.1 per cent to 5.2 per cent). Nationally, 
cent. The report also suggests that despite wide variations do are usually under-qualified. Improvement is only the proportion of children enrolled in Class V in 
in how children accessed technology during the pandemic possible if more schools are established and the basic government or private schools who could at least read a 
years, most schools, even those in rural areas, ‘attempted infrastructure of the existing ones is upgraded. Also, by Class II-level text fell from 50.5 per cent in 2018 to 42.8 
to keep learning going with digital resources.’Some of the bringing innovative teaching methods like in private per cent in 2022 i.e. dropping to pre-2012 levels and 
parents followed suit. This needs to be encouraged urban-based schools and promoting computer literacy, reversing several years of improvement.
hugely.The report also lays to rest apprehensions about things can definitely be bettered.However, due to the While families withdrew students from private schools to 
the pandemic forcing families to withdraw girls from shortage of resources and lack of political will, this save money spent on tuition fees, they also invested in 
schools and push them into early marriage. It finds that system suffers from massive gaps, including high pupil-private tuition classes, which increased as the proportion 
the percentage of girls in the age group of 11 to 14 years, to-teacher ratio, shortage of infrastructure and poor level of such students rose from 26.4 per cent in 2018 to 30.5 
who were out of school, declined to 2 per cent from 4.1 of teacher training. Since 80 per cent of all recognised per cent in 2022 in both private and government schools. 
per cent. The decrease in the proportion of girls not schools at the elementary stage are run or supported by the This may also be the reason why learning gaps are sharper 
enrolled in school is even sharper among older girls in the government, making it the largest provider of education in reading because students typically choose to study 
age group of 15 to 16 years, which stood at 7.9 per cent in in rural India, it is for the government to enforce these mathematics and science in tuition classes.
2022 as compared with 13.5 per cent in 2018. remedies as soon as possible and make the required What is it that the ASER survey forces us to think without 

However, the report shows a severe decline in reading changes.spelling it out in as many words? Directly, it deals with a 
ability and comprehension of the students. The As schools have reopened, the situation requires urgent lot of figures and facts, but indirectly, it compels us to 
percentage of Class III students in government or private thought, attention and immediate action. Things can critically analyse what exactly is wrong with our 
schools who could read a Class II book fell by nearly 7 per definitely be improved if the required steps are initiated education system, particularly in rural India. With nearly 
cent from 27.3 per cent in 2018 to 20.5 per cent in 2022. immediately. The ASER survey has clearly set the alarm 64.61 per cent of the population being rural, issues of 
This decline is visible in every state, and for children in bells ringing. The solution lies in accepting it and quality and access remain areas of concern in the sphere 
both government and private schools. rectifying the shortcomings in education.of rural education. Children in rural areas remain 

Dire need to ensure availability in regional languages

Editorial

Infrastructure in rural schools is far below the satisfactory level, with 82 per cent of the schools requiring renovation; books are often unavailable and teacher absenteeism tends to be high. A large number of teachers are unwilling to 
teach in rural areas and those who do are usually under-qualified. Improvement is only possible if more schools are established and the basic infrastructure of the existing ones is upgraded.

Xi would have been upset about the continued sanctions being imposed by the US and its allies on the export of microchips to about 100 Chinese companies which would retard China’s progress in the 
strategic domain, besides Japan’s decision to term China as an ‘unprecedented strategic challenge’ and increase its defence spending to 2% of its GDP by 2027.

Why China is forced to improve ties with US
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others.El-Sisi arrived in New New Delhi. Egyptian President Abdel 
Delhi last evening and was Fattah El-Sisi  on Wednesday 
accorded a warm welcome. He congratulated the Indians for the 74th 
will be the chief guest at the 74th Republic Day and said that it is a 
Republic Day parade. He is "great privilege" to be the chief guest 
accompanied by a high-level on such a glorious national day. This is 
delegat ion,  including f ive  El-Sisi's first visit to India - that too as 
ministers and senior officials on a chief guest for the Republic Day 
his official visit from January 24-Parade tomorrow.
27.India and Egypt are celebrating "I reiterate my congratulations to the 
75 years of establishment of Indian nation, government, and people 
diplomatic relations this year. for this great day. It is a great privilege 
India has also invited Egypt as a and partnership between the two to be a guest of honour and participate 

'guest country' during its G20 countries at all levels. I look with great in the glorious national day," Egyptian 
Presidency. Later in the day, El-Sisi esteem to the sustainable development President Sisi said at the Rashtrapati 
will hold a meeting with PM Modi and experience of India," he said.President Bhavan in Delhi. "The relations 
discuss bilateral, regional and global Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister between Egypt and India have been 
issues of mutual interest during his Narendra Modi welcomed El-Sisi at characterised by balance and stability. 
stay. President Droupadi Murmu t h e  R a s h t r a p a t i  B h a v a n  o n  We have only seen constructive 
would also host a state banquet in Wednesday.development. We have been all along 
honour of the visiting dignitary. El-evolving very positively," he said He was also welcomed by several other 
Sisi will attend the "at home" further. The Egyptian President also Union Ministers including External 
reception by President Murmu at expressed his desire to take the Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, 
Rashtrapati Bhawan. He will also hold bilateral relations between the two Education Minister Dharmendra 
a meeting with Vice President Jagdeep countries to a new horizon. "I expect Pradhan, Health Minister Mansukh 
Dhankhar. He will also interact with through this visit that we take our Mandaviya, Commerce Minister 
the business community in India. El-bilateral level to a whole new horizon, Piyush Goyal, and Lieutenant 
Sisi will return to Cairo on January 27.where we can reach the relationship Governor of Delhi VK Saxena among 

Paramilitary Force CRPF Tops Gallantry 
Awards List This Republic Day

"Great Privilege To Be Guest Of Honour 
On Republic Day": Egypt President

used several weapons during m o n t h s .  N i n e  were sent for forensic tests and with the New Delhi. Delhi Police, which filed a 6,629- After the proceedings, the court extended 
the  commiss ion  o f  the  s p e c i a l  benefit of DNA profiling and other scientific page long chargesheet in the Shradhha Aaftab’s judicial custody till February 7. The 
crime.”Joint CP Chaudhary investigation teams methods, it was ascertained that the chopped Walkar murder case has revealed the real court listed the matter for cognisance of the 
added that the CCTV footage (SITs) were put parts were of Shraddha`s, the Delhi Police reason why Aaftab Amin Poonawala killed chargesheet on February 7, while also 
was a very crucial cog in the together and sent to said. Further, according to Delhi Police, not his girlfriend and live-in partner and what directing the police produce Aaftab in person 
investigation and a separate Himachal Pradesh, one but many weapons were used in the were the circumstances that led the accused at the next hearing. Notably, Delhi Police 
team was put together just to go Maharashtra and murder and subsequent disposal of the body. to commit the brutal murder. In its filed the chargesheet before the expiry of 90 
over hours and days of relevant Gurugram to pick Some of these weapons were recovered by chargesheet, Delhi Police claimed that days after the start of the investigation in the 
security camera footage from up multiple strands the police. Multiple digital evidence, CDR, Aaftab – the key accused in the case – case. Over the course of the probe, Delhi 
Delhi and Gurugram.Delhi of the probe in the and GPS locations were examined, the police murdered his live-in partner in a fit of rage. Police conducted a narco analysis test and 
Police had earlier revealed that case .  Over  the  had said, adding that the chargesheet was He attacked Shradhha Walkar since she had polygraph test, while also collecting DNA 
the accused sliced Shraddha`s c o u r s e  o f  t h e  filed on the basis of digital, forensic and oral gone to see a friend in Gurugram against his samples to support charges against Aaftab. 
body with a ‘saw-like object’. investigation, it was evidence. Further, according to the wishes.Revealing Aaftab’s motive behind the The police also collected Aaftab`s voice 
Further, according to the f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  chargesheet, the statements of more than 150 gruesome murder, Delhi Police Joint CP sample. While seeking permission to obtain 
chargesheet filed by Delhi a c c u s e d  h a d  witness were recorded in the case. A Delhi (South) Meenu Chowdhary said, “Accused the voice sample, Special Public Prosecutor 
Police, the case was initially registered under allegedly disposed of Shraddha`s body parts court has scheduled a hearing on the was upset with his girlfriend for meeting one (SPP) Amit Prasad submitted before the court 
IPC section 365 (kidnapping) and section in the forests of Mehrauli and elsewhere. chargesheet on February 7. On Tuesday, of her friends. Shraddha had stepped out to that it was crucial to the probe. The court on 
302 (murder) was added later. Searches were conducted in Delhi and Delhi Police filed a 6,629-page long see her friend. This triggered the killer.’’ The December 23, last year, allowed the Delhi 

Gurugram after interrogating the accused.As chargesheet before the Metropolitan top cop further stated that the investigation Police plea seeking permission to obtain Aaftab was arrested by Delhi Police on 
many as 13 body parts were recovered. They Magistrate Aviral Shukla. done so far in the case showed that the “killer Aaftab`s voice sample.November 12 after a probe spanning six 

Shraddha Walkar Murder: Delhi Police Reveals What Triggered 
Aaftab Amin Poonawalla To Kill his Girlfriend

Force (BSF) and the New Delhi. A total of 901 police 
remaining from the other personnel have been awarded 
states and Union Territories medals on the occasion of 
(UTs) and Central Armed Republic Day this year with the 
Police Forces (CAPFs). Central Reserve Police Force 
Police Medal for Gallantry (CRPF) personnel selected for a 
(PMG) is awarded on the maximum of 48 Gallantry 
ground of Conspicuous Awards.
Gallantry in saving life and Police Medal for Gallantry 
property, or in preventing (PMG) has been awarded to 
c r i m e  o r  a r r e s t i n g  140, President's Police Medal 
criminals.  President 's  for Distinguished Service 
P o l i c e  M e d a l  f o r  (PPM) to 93 and Police Medal 
Distinguished Service for Meritorious Service (PM) 
(PPM) is awarded for has been awarded to 668 police 
specia l  d is t inguished personnel. personnel receiving Gallantry Awards, 

record in Police Service and Police Among the majority of the 140 Gallantry 48 are from CRPF followed by 31 
Medal for Meritorious Service (PM) is Awards, 80 personnel from Left Wing from Maharashtra; 25 from Jammu 
awarded for valuable service Extremism affected areas and 45 and Kashmir Police, nine from 
characterized by resource and personnel from Jammu and Kashmir Jharkhand; seven each from Delhi, 
devotion to duty.region are being awarded. Among the Chhattisgarh and Border Security 

India Has Lost Presence In 
26 Of  65 Patrol Points In 
Eastern Ladakh: Report

New Delhi. India has lost access to 26 of 65 patrolling 
points in Eastern Ladakh, a report by a senior police 
officer in the union territory has said, in a worrying 
new disclosure amid the country's standoff with 
China at various flashpoints along their tottery 
3,500-km frontier. "Presently there are 65 PPs 
(Patrolling Points) starting from Karakoram pass to 
Chumur which are to be patrolled regularly by the 
ISFs (Indian Security Forces). Out of 65 PPs, our 
presence is lost in 26 PPs (i.e. PP no. 5-17, 24-32, 
37, due to restrictive or no patrolling by the ISFs," 
PD Nitya, the Superintendent of Police of Leh, 
Ladakh's main city, wrote according to the research 
paper accessed by . The report was filed at last 
week's annual conference of the country's top police 
officers in Delhi, attended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. "Later 
on, China forces us to accept the fact that as such 
areas have not seen the presence of ISFs or civilians 
since long, the Chinese were present in these areas. 
This leads to a shift in the border under control of 
ISFs towards Indian side and a "buffer zone" is 
created in all such pockets which ultimately leads to 
loss of control over these areas by India. This tactic 
of PLA (China's People's Liberation Army) to grab 
land inch-by-inch is known as 'Salami slicing'," it 
said."PLA has taken advantage of the buffer areas in 
the de-escalation talks by placing their best of 
cameras on the highest peaks and monitoring the 
movement of our forces... they object our 
movement even in the buffer zone, claiming it to be 
'their' area of operation and then further ask us to 
move back to create more 'buffer' areas," the officer 
wrote. She said this Chinese strategy was seen in 
Galwan Valley, the site of a deadly clash in 2020 
when 20 Indian troops and at least four Chinese 
soldiers died in hand-to-hand fighting.Ms Nitya 
also said that marking areas as out of bounds and 
keeping them barren affects troop morale as well. 
"During an interaction with one senior officer 
whose unit is based right on forward area, he shared 
that, if by retreating 400 metres back, we can buy 
peace with PLA for 4 years, then it's worth it," the 
report said. The government is yet to comment on 
the disclosure. Speaking to The Hindu newspaper, 
which first reported the police officer's research 
paper, a defence source countered its assertions, 
saying "there is no loss of territory due to 
disengagement in friction areas"."Some areas have 
been restricted for patrolling for both sides pending 
diplomatic resolution of disputes. 

New Delhi. Trinamool's Saket Gokhale has been 
arrested by Enforcement Directorate in a case related 
to the alleged misuse of funds collected through 
crowdfunding. He's currently in Gujarat jail in a 
cheating case. Mr Gokhale is accused of 
misappropriating  1.07 crore collected through crowd-

funding, sources in 
the agency said.

He's currently in 
Gu ja r a t  j a i l  i n  
cheating case.

Mr Gokhale  was  
arrested by the 
Ahmedabad Cyber 
Crime Branch from 
Delhi on December 
30, 2022, in a case of 
alleged misuse of 
m o n e y  h e  h a d  
collected through 

crowdfunding. This was the third time Mr Gokhale has 
been arrested by the Gujarat Police. He was first 
arrested on December 6 for allegedly sharing fake 
news linked to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to 
Gujarat's Morbi after an old suspension bridge 
collapsed there, killing 135 people.

Trinamool's Saket Gokhale, 
In Jail, Arrested By 
Enforcement Directorate

Republic Day Parade 2023 - All You Need To Know
diversity, depicting the country's in the face of the enemy, while the Bridge, Mobile Microwave Node & Mobile New Delhi. Building on last year's celebrations, 
growing indigenous capabilities, Nari Ashok Chakra is awarded for similar Network Centre and AKASH (New in the 75th year of Independence, celebrated 
Shakti, and the emergence of a 'New acts of valour and self-sacrifice but, Generation Equipment) will be the main as 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav', the Republic 
India'. The parade ceremony will other than, in the face of the enemy. attractions in the mechanised columns. A total Day celebration this year shall witness zeal, 
commence with Prime Minister of six marching contingents of the Army, enthusiasm, patriotic fervour, and 'Jan Egyptian contingent
Narendra Modi visiting the National including The Mechanised Infantry Bhagidari', as envisioned by Prime Minister Marching down the Kartavya Path for 
War Memorial. He will lead the nation Regiment, The Punjab Regiment, The Narendra Modi.President Droupadi Murmu the first time will be the combined 
in paying solemn tributes to the fallen Maratha Light Infantry Regiment, The Dogra will lead the Nation in celebrating Republic Band and Marching contingent of 
heroes by laying a wreathThereafter, Regiment, The Bihar Regiment and The Day from Kartavya Path in New Delhi on the Egyptian Armed Forces, led by 
the Prime Minister and other Gorkha Brigade will march past the saluting January 26, 2023.Egyptian President Abdel Colonel Mahmoud Mohamed Abdel 
dignitaries will head to the saluting dais.Fattah El-Sisi will be the Chief Guest at the Fa t t ah  E l  Kha ra sawy.  The  
dais at Kartavya Path to witness the parade.The week-long celebrations Veterans' Tableaucontingent will consist of 144 
parade.commenced on January 23, the birth soldiers, representing the main Another highlight of the parade this year will be 

anniversary of freedom fighter Netaji Subhas As per tradition, the National Flag will branches of the Egyptian Armed Veterans' Tableau, with the theme 'Towards 
Chandra Bose. To mark the occasion, a one- be unfurled followed by the National Forces. India's Amrit Kaal with Resolve - A Veterans' 
of-a-kind Military Tattoo and Tribal Dance Anthem with a booming 21-gun Commitment'. It will provide a glimpse of Indian Army Contingents
Festival 'Aadi Shaurya - Parv Parakram ka' salute. Amongst the many firsts, the The proud winners of the highest gallantry veterans' contributions in the last 75 years and The first contingent in the uniform of 
was organised in New Delhi on 23 and 24 21-gun salute will be given with 105-mm awards will follow. their initiatives in shaping India's future the 61 Cavalry will be led by Captain Raizada 
January.The events will culminate on 30th Indian Field Guns. during 'Amrit Kaal'.They include the winners of Param Vir Chakra Shaurya Bali. The 61 Cavalry is the only 
January, which is observed as Martyrs' Day. It replaces the vintage 25-pounder gun, and Ashok Chakra. Param Vir Chakra Indian Navy Contingentserving active Horse Cavalry Regiment in the 

The celebrations are marked by attractive reflecting upon the growing 'Aatmanirbharta' winners Subedar Major (Honorary Captain) world, with the amalgamation of all the 'State The Indian Navy contingent will comprise 144 
performances from Vande Bharatam group of in defence. Four Mi-17 1V/V5 helicopters of Bana Singh, 8 JAK LI (Retd); Subedar Major Horse Units'. The Indian Army will be young sailors, led by Lt Cdr Disha Amrith as 
dancers from across the country, tales of 105 Helicopter Unit will shower flower petals (Honorary Captain) Yogendra Singh Yadav, represented by a Mounted Column of 61 Contingent Commander. For the first time 
bravery by Veer Gatha 2.0 participants, on the audience present at Kartavya Path. 18 Grenadiers (Retd) & Subedar (Honorary Cavalry, nine Mechanised Columns, six ever, the marching contingent consists of 
melodious performances by School Bands at Lieutenant) Sanjay Kumar, 13 JAK Rifles The parade will commence with the President marching contingents, and a fly-past by three women and six Agniveers. It will be 
the National War Memorial, the first-ever e- and Ashok Chakra winners Major General taking the salute. The parade will be Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH) of the followed by the Naval Tableau, designed on 
invitations, the largest-ever drone show and CA Pithawalla (Retd); Colonel D Sreeram commanded by Parade Commander, Army Aviation Corps. Main Battle Tank the theme 'Indian Navy - Combat Ready, 
3-D anamorphic projection. Kumar and Lieutenant Colonel Jas Ram Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth, Ati Vishisht ARJUN, NAG Missile System (NAMIS), Credible, Cohesive and Future Proof'. It will 

The Parade Singh (Retd) will follow the Deputy Parade Seva Medal, a second-generation Army Infantry Combat Vehicle of BMP-2 showcase the multi-dimensional capabilities 
Commander on Jeeps.officer. Major General Bhavnish Kumar, The Republic Day parade, which will begin at SARATH, Quick Reaction Fighting Vehicle, of the Indian Navy, Nari Shakti and key 

Chief of Staff, HQ Delhi Area will be the around 10:30 am, will be a unique mix of the The Param Vir Chakra is awarded for the most K-9 Vajra-tracked Self-Propelled Howitzer indigenously designed and built assets under 
Parade Second-in-Command.country's military prowess and cultural conspicuous act of bravery and self-sacrifice Gun, BrahMos missile, 10m Short Span 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'. 

ED arrests TMC's Saket 
Gokhale in money laundering 
case
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Wednesday 

arrested TMC leader Saket Gokhale in connection 
with a money laundering case. Saket Gokhale 
allegedly misused funds amounting to approximately 
Rs 1.07 crore which was gathered through crowd 
funding. The TMC leader was arrested in Gujarat and 
was produced before a local court. In December 2022, 
Saket Gokhale was arrested for his tweet endorsing an 
alleged fake news about Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's visit to Gujarat's Morbi after a bridge 
collapsed. He was later granted bail but was repeatedly 
detained by the Gujarat Police. The ED's arrest comes 
after the Gujarat Police accused Gokhale of using 
money sourced from crowd funding for personal use.

'FAKE' TWEET CASE
Gokhale tweeted a news clipping which appeared to 

have been published in a leading Gujarati newspaper. 
The news clipping claimed a query under the Right to 
Information (RTI) revealed that the Gujarat 
government spent Rs 30 crore on PM Modi's visit to 
Morbi after a bridge collapsed there in October. 
However, on December 1, the Press Information 
Bureau denied the claim and declared it as fake news.

The police contacted the Gujarati newspaper 
management, who informed the police that the news 
was never published.The Gujarat Police said Gokhale 
used money sourced from crowd funding for personal 
use and wanted to investigate further into the matter.

Shraddha Walkar Murder: In its chargesheet, Delhi Police has claimed that Aaftab – the key accused in the case – murdered his live-in partner 
in a fit of rage. He attacked Shradhha since she had gone to see a friend in Gurugram against his wishes.

Police Medal for Gallantry has been awarded to 140, President's Police Medal for Distinguished Service 

to 93 and Police Medal for Meritorious Service to 668 police personnel.
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BUSINESS 10

Get Prepared for Deeper 
Layoffs in 2023, Predict 
Business Economists

New Delhi. Shares in Adani Group were used to facilitate corruption, d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
companies fell after well-known US money laundering and taxpayer theft, goals .Adani  rocketed  up  the  
activist investor Hindenburg Research while siphoning money from the Bloomberg Billionaire’s Index last 
LLC said it was shorting the empire’s g r o u p ’ s  l i s t e d  year past the likes of Bill Gates and 
stocks and accused firms owned by companies.Representatives for the Warren Buffett, and his fortune now 
Asia’s richest man of “brazen” market Adani Group didn’t immediately totals $118.9 billion, making him the 
manipulation and accounting fraud. respond to calls and emails seeking fourth-wealthiest person in the world.

comment, saying the company would Billionaire Gautam Adani’s flagship A prominent research outfit, Hindenburg 
issue a statement in response later.The firm Adani Enterprises Ltd. and Adani is best known for its critical reports on 
report was released on the same day Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. the electric vehicle space. It was 
that a key share sale from Adani dropped as much as 2.5% and 5% instrumental in bringing down the 
Enterprises, aimed at attracting a respectively on Tuesday after founder of e-truck company Nikola 
broader network of investors, is set to Hindenburg, an US-based investment Corp., which was accused by 
open for subscription.The broadside research firm that specializes in Hindenburg in 2020 of being built on 
from Hindenburg comes at a critical activist short-selling, made wide- “dozens of lies.” Nikola founder 
time for the ports-to-power tycoon. ranging allegations of corporate Trevor Milton eventually stepped 
Adani is seeking to raise his malpractice following a two-year down as chairman and was found 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o f i l e  a n d  i s  investigation into the tycoon’s guilty of securities fraud. More recent 
aggressively branching into new companies. Cement makers ACC Ltd. targets include Clover Health and 
businesses, including cement and and Ambuja Cements Ltd., acquired Lordstown Motors.Adani companies 
media, in his power base of India, b y  A d a n i  r e c e n t l y ,  a l s o  trade at price-to-earnings ratios many 
where he is seen to enjoy a close plunged.Hindenburg’s report details a times that of peer companies both in 
relationship with Prime Minister web of Adani-family controlled India and around the globe, including 
Narendra Modi. offshore shell entities in tax havens, firms in the Reliance empire of rival 

from the Caribbean, Mauritius and the The Adani empire’s expansion plans are tycoon Mukesh Ambani — Adani’s 
United Arab Emirates, that it claims closely aligned to the government’s predecessor as Asia’s richest man.

The Washington Post Lays off  20 
Newsroom Staff, Shuts Gaming Division

Adani stocks drop after Hindenburg 
accuses firm of  manipulation and fraud

the recommendations of the GST operationalised to prevent large scale New Delhi.  Finance minister Nirmala 
Council, particularly on matters related to confusion and scare-mongering in the Sitharaman will present her final Union 
raising the threshold limit for launching industry.Also, in line with the Finance Budget on February 1, 2023, before the 
criminal prosecution. Other expectations Minister’s assertion that the Budget 2023 general elections scheduled in 2024. This 
also include a method to rationalize will look forward to domestic growth in budget will be the first post-pandemic 
provisions for availing input tax credit by the next 25 years, the introduction of budget and also the last full-year budget 
recipients of supplies.Today, the input more Production Linked Incentive (PLI) ahead of the aforesaid Lok Sabha 
credit structure puts the onus of schemes or introduction of Phased elections.The forthcoming budget in its 
correctness of availing credit on the Manufacturing Plans (PMP) in target proclamations, will also have to take into 
recipient, even for compliance / non- sectors should be encouraged to provide consideration the significant challenges 

genuine tax evaders. Further, considering compliance of vendors. It is a long- further impetus to the domestic market.predicted for the Indian economy due to 
the judgement of the Supreme Court in standing desire of the industry that these emergence of fears of global recession, On the Customs front, some rate 
Northern Operating Systems, reverse provisions are examined, and certain and geo-political concerns like the Russia rationalization is expected, and duties on 
charge payment of GST on secondments, practical rationalisations implemented to – Ukraine crisis. non-essential goods like high-end 
and interest thereon for supply in the past make the provisions friendlier for electronic/ luxury items/ components may Polishing GST
period, should also be considered to be businesses.Further, on the regulatory be increased to prevent imports and to The Goods and Service tax (GST) regime 
waived, as a special measure.Other key front, it is essential that a definition of promote manufacturing in the domestic completed five years in 2022. While the 
expectations from Budget 2023 are clarity ‘fake invoices’ is provided, as this term is industry.On the issue of Customs duty first five years have been punctuated by 
on the taxation of Virtual Digital Assets presently universally used by the cuts, since India is experiencing an fits and starts, there are key aspects of the 
like Cryptocurrency and NFT(s) and the authorities to launch prosecution. Fake overhaul of its domestic telecom network regime that are yet to be implemented. It 
taxation of online gaming platforms. The invoices should be identified as cases to 5G technology, a targeted exemption on is a core desire of the industry to see the 
implementation of recommendations of where taxes are deliberately evaded, or import of necessary infrastructure is a key GST Appellate Tribunal become 
the panel of ministers to the GST Council, where the invoice is generated to facilitate e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e l e c o m  functional this year, and proposals for 
with reference to the valuation of services credit manipulation.This would help industry.Customs duty reduction on setting up the same is a major expectation 
by online gaming platforms, the provide directions to the authorities to medical devices, where the ability to of budget 2023.This time, expectations 
definition of ‘game of skill’, should be launch targeted prosecutions of only substitute imports is still some time away.also feature around the implementation of 

Union Budget 2023: How govt prepare Indian 
economy for global challenges in FY24

New Delhi. Media giant The Washington 
Post has begun laying off employees, 
starting with eliminating at least 20 
newsroom jobs and shutting down its 
gaming section. In an internal note to 
staff accessed by Axios, executive 
editor Sally Buzbee said the 
"newsroom leaders made these 
decisions after a thoughtful and 
deliberate review of our current roles 

Post had begun.While the number of and vacant positions".We prioritised 
people affected is reportedly far the elimination of vacancies to 
smaller than what Publisher Fred Ryan minimize the impact on employees. We business in the best position for future 
initially alluded to in his layoff are also eliminating currently filled growth." The newspaper shut its 
announcement at last month's town positions we concluded are not Sunday magazine and laid off 11 
hall, we believe any job eliminations essential to serving our competitive newsroom employees late last year.
right now are unacceptable. The needs," Buzbee wrote. The Post has The publication has struggled to expand 
number should be zero," the Guild said shut down Launcher, its online gaming its subscription business, with fewer 
in a statement. Bezos bought The Post vertical, and KidsPost. The layoffs paying subscribers last year than the 
for $250 million, "adding newsroom started after Amazon founder Jeff three million it had in 2020. Other 
jobs and increasing its coverage areas".Bezos made a rare appearance at the media companies like CNN, Vox 

However, the business has stalled in the company's headquarters last week. The Media, Adweek, NBC News, Vice 
past year. Last month, Ryan told the Washington Post Guild union had Media and others have also laid off 
staff there would be layoffs to "put our notified its members that layoffs at The employees.

Union Budget 2023: Here are key 
reforms that salaried class can expect

benefits, while computing long-term 2,00,000 per year), resulting in a loss 
capital gains.The tax rate for where the interest amounts are high. 
individuals has not been changed since Relief may be provided to interest-paying 
FY2017-18. Though the simplified tax individuals by including a provision to 
regime was introduced in FY 2020-21, allow for deductions during the under-
not many individuals have opted for construction period. It would reduce the 
the same. The government could burden of the taxpayer who is currently 
reduce the highest tax rate from 30 per bearing the brunt of both the interest on 
cent to 25 per cent (both under current loan as well as no instant deduction of 
and simplified regime) to give more such interest for the purpose of tax.The 
purchasing power and provide some government needs to revisit the threshold New Delhi.  The Union Budget is eagerly 

deductions such as standard deduction, relief to salaried employees. Also, the of these deductions as they have not been anticipated every year - by the common 
Section 80C, Section 80D and housing highest tax rate could apply only to raised, to take care of increasing inflation man, the rich, corporations, partnership 
interest loan deduction, can be considered individuals earning income above Rs 20 and rising medical costs.firms, stock market investors – for the 
with lower limits. This will make the STR lakh, as compared to Rs 10 lakh in the Standard deduction - The government significant impact it has on their finances.
more attractive for salaried individuals.current regime.The simplified tax regime should enhance the deduction to Rs. The government has been consistent with 

Home Loan Deduction(STR) has not received the expected 1,00,000 from the current level of Rs. taxes and rates and has stayed away from 
Many first-time house buyers invest in response, due to loss of exemptions and 50,000. This would increase the making small incremental changes. This 

under-construction properties on grounds deductions to individuals opting for the disposable income in the hands of is the year when benefits should be 
of affordability and take a loan which is same. In the case of STR, the highest tax taxpayers.Section 80C – Currently, offered to increase disposable income – 
disbursed in piece meal, in line with the rate of 30 per cent is applicable to deduction under section 80C for various we are emerging from the shadow of 
construction-linked payment plan of the individuals earning income of more than investments is capped at Rs 1,50,000. The Covid-19 pandemic and high inflation – 
builder. The interest paid on such a loan is Rs 15 lakh. The regime also offers tax government may consider increasing the every rupee added back to the wallet of 
adjustable in 5 equal installments after the rates of 5 per cent, 10 per cent, 15 per cent, exemption limit to at least Rs. 2.5 lakhs, the middle class Indian, will help improve 
possession (referrd to as pre-EMI 20 per cent and 25 per cent at different considering the inflation rate, to reduce savings and spur consumption.Increasing 
interest).Additionally, this deduction is income levels. the burden on taxpayers, which would deductions or limits is a good policy – 
also merged with the limit of annual To make the STR more attractive for prompt individual taxpayers to save these deductions and limits should be 
housing loan interest deduction (Rs individuals, certain widely used more. inflation-linked, similar to indexation 

Can't Register for SBI 
WhatsApp Banking Service? 
Here is What you Need to do
New Delhi. India's largest public sector bank, 

State Bank of India (SBI) offers a variety of 
online and mobile-based services for the 
convenience of its customers. SBI WhatsApp 
Banking is one of the many convenient services 
offered by the bank. SBI WhatsApp Banking 
addresses all your banking questions in a hassle-
free manner. With SBI WhatsApp Banking, you 
can avail a host of banking services --all you 
have to do is just scan the QR code and using 
your mobile phone and get started.Here are the 
steps for registering for SBI WhatsApp Banking 
service

- Visit SBI website, https://bank.sbi where the 
steps for registering on WhatsApp Banking have 
been detailed.- Simply scan the QR using your 
mobile and avail the services offered by SBI

- You will be prompted to send “Hi” from your 
WhatsApp Number to +919022690226 and 
follow the instructions given by the Chat-Bot

- Alternatively you can send an SMS in the 
following format “WAREG< >ACCOUNT 

NUMBER” TO +91720893314 from your 
registered mobile number with SBI and follow 
the below steps:- If registration is successful 
then you will get a confirmation message on 
your WhatsApp linked to your registered mobile 
number- Send a “Hi” from your WhatsApp 
Number to +919022690226 and follow the 
instructions given by the Chat-BotDo check the 
SMS format and destination mobile number

Also you need to ensure that your mobile number 
from which the SMS is sent, is updated with 
your Bank account number. Incase your mobile 
number is not registered, you will have to visit 
your SBI Bank Branch and update your mobile 
number.Information on Loan products (Home 
loan, Car loan, Gold loan, Personal loan, 
Educational loan) – FAQ and Interest rates

Information on Deposit products (Savings 
Account, Recurring deposit, Term deposit – 
Features and Interest rates

New Delhi.   Benchmark stock market indices opened 
weaker on Wednesday as investors were spooked by 
weak global cues and sluggish growth outlook of 
companies.

Soon after the opening bell, the S&P BSE Sensex was 
down over 250 points and was trading around 60,700. 
The NSE Nifty 50 also fell 0.5 per cent, staying just 
above the 18,000-mark. The broader markets were also 
down, reflecting the sentiments of the two benchmark 
indices.Sectorally, a majority of Nifty indices turned 
negative, with banks and financials leading the loss in 
the wake of high selling pressure. Nifty Metal and 
Nifty Auto were the only two sectoral indices trading in 
positive zone.While a majority of the stocks listed on 
the 30-scrip Sensex fell, the top gainers in early trade 
were metal and auto companies like Tata Steel, Maruti 
and Tata Motors. Bank stocks like SBI, IndusInd Bank, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank and HDFC Bank were the top 
losers, along with UltraTech Cement, which was down 
nearly 2 per cent.Domestic traders seem to have 
become cautious after S&P Global’s Flash Composite 
Output index in the US rose to 46.6 in December, 
according to official data.It may be noted that a reading 
below 50 indicates contraction in business activity and 
aggravates the possibility of a near-term recession. US 
equity indices ended lower with the S&P 500 and 
Nasdaq Composite logging losses, while the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average settled with just 0.3 per cent 
gains.Investors will also be awaiting corporate 
earnings from several companies, including Tata 
Motors, Bajaj Auto, Dr. Reddy’s and Cipla.

Sensex, Nifty fall on concerns 
over global growth outlook; 
bank stocks down

New Delhi. Unified Payments Interface (UPI) for 
feature cellphones was made available by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) a couple of months ago to include 
feature phone users in the digital transaction space. 
UPI 123PAY allows more than 40 crore feature phone 
users to use the popular digital transactions platform 
without an internet connection. 

With the help of 123PAY, users with feature phones can 
conduct a variety of transactions digitally using one of 
four different technology options. Calling an IVR 
(interactive voice response) number, using an app on a 
feature phone, using a missed call-based strategy, and 
proximity sound-based payments are some of them. 
Dial the IVR number (080 4516 3666, 080 4516 3581, 
or 6366 200 200) from your feature phone with the 
mobile number that’s linked to your bank account.

- On the IVR call, mention the name of the bank of the 
account for which you wish to register for UPI 
banking.- All the accounts for the selected bank will be 
listed. Choose the account you want.

- The user is then asked to set UPI PIN.  You can set your 
UPI PIN in a few simple steps. You need to enter the 
last six digits of your bank debit card and the OTP 
received from the bank. After validation of these 
details, you can set a 4/6 digit UPI PIN for your 
account.- If your UPI PIN for the account selected is 
already set before, you can skip the above step of 
setting UPI PIN- User profile is created basis the bank 
account linked- Once the above steps are completed, 
users can start using the 123PAY service via the IVR 
number feature from their feature phones to make 
digital payments.- Call the IVR number (080 4516 
3666, 080 4516 3581, or 6366 200 200) from the 
registered feature phone and select the type of 
payment  --select Money Transfer here.

San Francisco. Deeper layoffs are coming in 2023 as 
most business economists have predicted that their 
companies will cut payrolls in the coming months, 
media reports said.According to a report in CNN 
citing a new survey, only 12 per cent of economists -- 
surveyed by the National Association for Business 
Economics (NABE) -- anticipate employment will 
increase at their firms over the next three months, 
"down from 22 per cent this fall".This is the first time 
since early days of the Covid pandemic that more 
business leaders anticipate jobs shrinking at their 
firms.The findings indicate "widespread concern 
about entering a recession this year", according to 

NABE President Julia Coronado.
With more Big Tech companies like Microsoft and 

Google joining the ongoing layoff season, about 3,000 
tech employees are now being laid off per day on 
average in January globally, including in India.

According to the survey, a little more than half of the 
business economists feel the risk of a recession over 
the next year at 50 per cent or higher, which means 
more layoffs in the offing in 2023.More than 65,000 
employees have been sacked by 166 tech companies 
to date.Google's parent company Alphabet announced 
to lay off 12,000 employees, or about 6 per cent of its 
workforce.Microsoft Chairman and CEO Satya 
Nadella last week said the company will be "making 
changes that will result in the reduction of our overall 
workforce by 10,000 jobs through the end of FY23 Q3 
(third quarter)".Amazon earlier announced to lay off 
18,000 employees globally, including nearly 1,000 in 
India.Music streaming giant Spotify on Monday 
announced to slash 6 per cent of its workforce, or 
about 600 staffers, globally.In 2022, over 1,000 
companes laid off 154,336 workers, as per the data by 
layoffs tracking site Layoffs.fyi.

The government has been consistent with taxes 

and rates and has stayed away from making small 

incremental changes. This is the year when 

benefits should be offered to increase disposable 

income as we are emerging from the shadow of 

Covid-19 pandemic and high inflation

Washington Post announces to lay 

off  its employees including 

newsroom jobs.

The newspaper will shut down its 

gaming section.

Amazon Jeff  Bezos bought The Post 

for $250 million.

UPI 123PAY: How to Transfer 
Money Using Feature Phones? 
Check Complete Process
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SPORTS 11

Manchester.  India captain Rohit 
Sharma was miffed by the 
broadcaster for claiming that his 
30th ODI hundred in the third 
ODI against New Zealand was his 
first in "three years," despite the 
fact that he had played only 12 
50-over matches during that time 
for a variety of reasons.The 
broadcaster for the India vs New 
Zealand ODI series flashed the 
information that it was the Indian 

Latham off consecutive balls before captain's first century since 
'Hitman', a moniker used for him, dismissing Glenn Phillips in his next January 2020, as Rohit pulled away to 
Rohit, who slammed nine fours and six over."He has got the knack of taking the deep square in the third ODI match 
sixes in India's 90-run win, said, "As I wickets at the crucial time for us. We to reach his 30th ODI century. The 
said, there were no matches in 2020." have seen it not just in ODI cricket but statistic is accurate, but Rohit felt it did 

"Everyone was sitting at home because also in Tests. He's very critical to us, not paint the whole picture.Regarding 
of COVID-19. We hardly played ODIs, and where we stand as a team.the first hundred in three years, I've 
I was injured so I played two Tests "So, I just hope he keeps putting up played only 12 (17) ODIs in three 
during that time, so you have to put all performances like this and it will only years. Three years sounds a lot," Rohit 
of that in perspective.We were playing do good to the team and give him told reporters after the match."You 
T20 cricket last year. And in T20 confidence that he can come and take guys should know what's happening. I 
cricket, there's no better batsman than wickets."This guy is very smart, he has know that it was shown on broadcast 
Suryakumar Yadav at the moment. He played a lot of domestic cricket and but kabhi kabhi woh cheez bhi dhyan 
has hit two hundred and I don't think understands what needs to be done." dena chahiye, broadcaster ko bhi sahi 
anyone else has."Shardul Thakur's He revealed how Shardul, Hardik c h e e z  d i k h a n a  c h a h i y e  ( t h e  
wicket-laden second spell changed the Pandya and Virat Kohli plotted New broadcasters should give the correct 
complexion of the match, as he took the Zealand skipper Tom Latham's picture)," he added.When a journalist 
wickets of Daryl Mitchell and Tom dismissal.further asked if it was the return of the 

NEWS BOX

Devon Conway on his game ahead of ODI World Cup 
in India: Learned how to attack spin in subcontinent

Marcus Rashford must stay for Manchester 
United to succeed, says manager Erik ten Hag

as Rohit pulled away to the deep square take wickets."This guy is very smart, 
in the third ODI match to reach his 30th he has played a lot of domestic cricket 
ODI century. The statistic is accurate, but and understands what needs to be 
Rohit felt it did not paint the whole done." He revealed how Shardul, 
picture.Regarding the first hundred in Hardik Pandya and Virat Kohli plotted 
three years, I've played only 12 (17) New Zealand skipper Tom Latham's 
ODIs in three years. Three years sounds a dismissal."In this format, you need to 
lot," Rohit told reporters after the use your skills and he (Shardul) 
match."You guys should know what's definitely has them. He bowled a good 
happening. I know that it was shown on knuckle ball to Tom Latham today 
broadcast but kabhi kabhi woh cheez bhi (Tuesday), nicely planned in the 
dhyan dena chahiye, broadcaster ko bhi middle by Virat, Hardik, and Shardul." 
sahi cheez dikhana chahiye (the The skipper was also full of praise for the moment. He has hit two hundred and I 
broadcasters should give the correct the young Shubman Gill, who was the don't think anyone else has."
picture)," he added.When a journalist leading run-getter in the series."The way Shardul Thakur's wicket-laden second spell 
further asked if it was the return of the he was batting in the series I don't think changed the complexion of the match, as 

 New Delhi, India captain Rohit Sharma 'Hitman', a moniker used for him, Rohit, much needs to be told. He understands his he took the wickets of Daryl Mitchell and 
was miffed by the broadcaster for who slammed nine fours and six sixes in game, he paces his innings well and that is Tom Latham off consecutive balls before 
claiming that his 30th ODI hundred in the India's 90-run win, said, "As I said, there what we want, to go big and deep into the dismissing Glenn Phillips in his next 
third ODI against New Zealand was his were no matches in 2020." game."No matter how flat the pitch is, a over."He has got the knack of taking 
first in "three years," despite the fact that double hundred isn't easy and that shows. "Everyone was sitting at home because of wickets at the crucial time for us. We have 
he had played only 12 50-over matches In that game (first ODI) the next best COVID-19. We hardly played ODIs, I seen it not just in ODI cricket but also in 
during that time for a variety of score was 34, which shows that he is was injured so I played two Tests during Tests. He's very critical to us, and where 
reasons.The broadcaster for the India vs calculative. He's got great maturity." With that time, so you have to put all of that in we stand as a team."So, I just hope he 
New Zealand ODI series flashed the the win, India climbed to the top spot in perspective.We were playing T20 cricket keeps putting up performances like this 
information that it was the Indian the ODI rankings but Rohit was last year. And in T20 cricket, there's no and it will only do good to the team and 
captain's first century since January 2020, indifferent to the feat.better batsman than Suryakumar Yadav at give him confidence that he can come and 

Rohit Sharma miffed with broadcaster's reference on 
'first century in 3 years': Played only 12 ODIs

how they go about it."For me, I can New Delhi New Zealand opener 
take a lot of learning moving forward, Devon Conway is overjoyed to 
especially for the World Cup coming have added the sweep and reverse 
up," he added.The third ODI against sweep to his repertoire ahead of 
India started on a challenging note for the ODI World Cup in India later 
New Zealand as Rohit Sharma and this year. New Zealand is on a 
Shubman Gill shared a 212-run bittersweet tour of the Indian 
opening stand."It was a challenge for subcontinent as, after winning the 
our bowlers today, it was a batting ODI series in Pakistan, the Black 
surface. The nature in which Rohit Caps lost 0-3 in the 50-over 
and Shubman batted put serious matches in India.Conway scored 
pressure on us. We just tried to hang two Test centuries in the drawn as much as possible."Conway has 

in there and break the partnership and series against Pakistan, then 138 in the established himself as a major force at 
put pressure on the new batter."New third ODI against India, successfully the top, with a stellar record across all 
Zealand were without the services of negotiating both countries' spinners. three formats, including a double 
several senior players, including the "I'm certainly pretty happy with how century on his Test debut.
pace duo of Trent Boult and Tim things have gone, personally, over the "I've been very fortunate to have good 
Southee."The absence of Boulty and last month-and-a-half," Conway said experience in our group. We had Kane 
Southee is massive for us, they are very at the post-match press conference. with us in Pakistan, it gave me the 
experienced bowlers, but on the flip "There's been a lot of learning for me, o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h o s e  
side it has given an opportunity for the how to attack spin in the subcontinent. conversations with him and Tommy 
younger bowlers to come through and I've had to learn how to sweep, reverse Latham - guys who've played here in 
learn on the go," said Conway.sweep and put bowlers under pressure these conditions quite often - and see 

Australia's Matt Renshaw wary of R Ashwin challenge 
during Test series against India: He is difficult to face

the big one is the lbw when it 
doesn't spin. You just have to 
be ready for that one."I think 
two years batting at No.5 
helped me with facing spin. I 
know my game a lot better 
now and I am a lot more 
comfortable in different 
s i t u a t i o n s , "  h e
a d d e d . R e n s h a w  w a s  a  
member of the team that 
toured India in 2017 and New Delhi.   Australia batter Matt 
batted first in all but one of the Renshaw has admitted that spinner 
four Tests. Renshaw was Ravichandran Ashwin will be one of 
dismissed once by Ashwin, in the most difficult bowlers to face in the 
the first Test at Pune, but not four-Test series starting February 9 in 
before he had scored a half-India.With the Border-Gavaskar series 
century.set to begin in Nagpur, much attention 

The Australian, who would is being paid to how the Pat Cummins-
most likely bat at No.5 if led Australia will face the Indian off-
selected for the upcoming spinner, who made history in 2021 by 
tour, was confident his team becoming the first bowler to take 200 
w o u l d  b e  s t r o n gleft-handed wickets.With Australia's 
challengers."We have a strong batting lineup heavy on left-handers bowler with a lot of variations and he uses any off-spinner in spinning conditions to 

squad and it is going to be hard to push my like David Warner, Usman Khawaja, them very well, but you do get used to him a left-hander is the lbw threat." Renshaw 
way in, but I know that I will be ready if I Travis Head, wicketkeeper Alex Carey, once you've faced him for a while," indicated Australia should be wary of 
do get a chance."The SG ball is a bit and Renshaw, Ashwin could be more than Renshaw, 26, was quoted as saying by the Ashwin's delivery, which doesn't spin and 
different, so we are just trying to prepare a handful for the visitors during the high- Austral ian Associated Press on has caused a lot of LBW dismissals.
as well as we can during this BBL profile series. Wednesday. "Obviously everyone thinks about the one 
schedule if we get a window to hit red "Ashwin is difficult to face. He is a smart "I think the big challenge from Ashwin and that turns and gets you caught at slip, but 
balls," Renshaw added.

New Delhi.Salman Butt hailed Shubman Gill as a future 
superstar and said that the Indian batter is hungry for 
runs and isn't content with one big score after his 
hundred against New Zealand in the third ODI on 
Tuesday.

Gill continued his purple patch with another ton against 
the Kiwis as he ended the series with 360 runs to his 
name, including a 208 in the first match. With his stellar 
run against the Kiwis, the India batter equalled Babar 
Azam's ODI record as well.It was Gill's third hundred in 
four matches as the 23-year-old has established himself 
in the conversation to be the opening partner for Rohit 
Sharma.Speaking on his YouTube channel, as quoted 
by Sportskeeda, Butt said that Gill is a future superstar 
and said that the young batter is hungry for runs and not 
content with just one big score.The former Pakistan 
captain also said that the kind of maturity that the 23-
year-old has shown at such a young age is simply 
brilliant."Shubman Gill is a future superstar. After 
scoring a double hundred, he got an unbeaten 40-odd in 
the second ODI and then another hundred in the third. 
This shows that he is hungry for runs and not content 
with just one big score. The kind of maturity that he has 
shown at such a young age has simply been 
brilliant."Butt also hailed Gill's conversion rate and said 
that the 23-year-old's consistency has slowly made the 
question marks about India's top order after the T20 
World Cup fade away."We often used to say that Gill is a 
talented player but he gets out on 30s and 40s. But now 
that he has suddenly started the conversion into big 
scores and with such consistency, question marks raised 
on India's top order after the T20 World Cup are slowly 
fading away."

IND vs NZ: Shubman Gill is 
hungry for runs and not 
content with just one big 
score, says Salman Butt

Novak Djokovic hits back at 
claims he is faking injury at 

Australian Open: Don't need to 
prove anything

New Delhi.Manchester United manager Erik ten 
Hag feels that Antony is contributing to the team 
already and when he is playing, the team always 
wins.

The Brazilian winger joined United from Ajax last 
summer and had a great start to his life at Old 
Trafford. Antony became the first Manchester 
United player to score in his first three matches 
for the club.However, the 22-year-old's 
performances have dipped a bit and the fans have 
been criticizing him for his output. Ten Hag 
thinks otherwise and feels that Antony is 

contributing to the team.
Speaking ahead of United's EFL Cup semi-final 

against Nottingham Forest, the Dutch tactician 
said that the teams wins whenever he is playing. 
Ten Hag did admit that Antony does have space 
for improvement and he wants the winger to be 
more direct."When he’s playing, the team is 
winning. That already gives a message of how 
well he is performing," said Ten Hag, at his press 
conference previewing the Forest tie.

"He can do better, I see space for improvement. For 
instance, and I think also you know this, we want 
him to be more direct and be more involved. But, 
as I said, the team is performing better if he is on 
the pitch."That’s a good thing, that’s a good base 
to build further. I think he has already made an 
improvement. In his first three [league] games, 
he scored three goals. Now he was scoring 
against Everton, he was scoring against 
Charlton, so also that fact, he has an impact. But I 
think with his capabilities, with his talents, he can 
do even more. But as I said, I think he has [made] 
a good contribution in the team."Antony did have 
an altercation with Bruno Fernandes during the 
Premier League match against Crystal Palace. 
Ten Hag quickly brushed aside suggestions that 
United players are frustrated with the Brazilian's 
output in matches.“I think that can happen," 
admitted Erik. "They are both players who play 
with the heart and, when they bring that in the 
game, they are on their best so it’s always a kind 
of balance.

Australia batter Matt 
Renshaw is wary of the 
threat Indian spinner R 
Ashwin poses in the 
upcoming four-match Test 

Australian Open 2023: Ruthless 
Aryna Sabalenka beats Vekic to 
secure semi-final berth

India vs New Zealand: 
Amazing to bat with Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma, says 
Shubman Gill

Erik ten Hag is hoping that 

Marcus Rashford will agree to 

a new, long-term contract with 

Manchester United in order to 

"construct the best team in 

the world.

New Delhi.  Aryna Sabalenka advanced to her first 
Australian Open semifinal with a 6-3, 6-2 victory over 
Donna Vekic in the fourth and final women's 
quarterfinal on Wednesday. The 24-year-old will face 
surprise package Magda Linette, who upset No.30 
seed Karolina Pliskova earlier in the day on 
We d n e s d a y  t o  r e a c h  h e r  f i r s t  m a j o r  
semifinal.Sabalenka, the only top-10 seed remaining 
in the draw, took her chances in a physical one-hour 
first set rife with breakpoints before dominating the 
second. Vekic had a 5-1 career record against 
Sabalenka but was unable to match the level of the 
Belarusian's new, improved version, with 13 double 
faults hurting the Croatian's cause. Sabalenka 
completed the semi-final line-up at Rod Laver Arena 
after 109 minutes."She's a great player and it's always 
tough to against play her," Sabalenka said, before 
explaining why she thought she had come out on top."I 
think it was because I was calm and I expected this 
game from her, so I was able to stay in the game no 
matter what. That was the key."inette had no trouble 
serving out her quarter-final against Pliskova, who 
made 36 unforced errors and was constantly chasing 
the match. After losing the first set, the Czech knew she 
needed to up her game in the second, but Linette had an 
answer for everything."She really played well from the 
baseline," said Pliskova. "I just didn't find any space in 
the court to go for my winners. Obviously, the serve 
was not great today at all.""I think through all my life 
I've been taking mistakes, losses very personally," she 
explained. "So to disconnect (life) as a tennis player 
and a person was really difficult because I felt a lot of 
times that the mistakes were defining me."

New Delhi. Shubman Gill opened up about his 
experience batting with Virat Kohli and India captain 
Rohit Sharma and said that they were the two players 
he looked up to while growing up.

Gill was in tremendous form during the ODI series 
against New Zealand as he equalled Babar Azam's ODI 
record for most runs in a three-match series. The young 
batter did get to spend time with Sharma and Kohli, 
with him sharing a 212-run partnership with the India 
captain on Tuesday.Speaking to Rahul Dravid on the 
BCCI's official website, the 23-year-old said that it was 
amazing to bat with them and said they were the players 
he looked up to while growing up.

"It is amazing to bat with these guys. These are the 
players that I have grown up watching them, admiring 
them. Especially those tours, that Indian cricket team 
used to have in Australia, I just used to watch them and 
feel like this so amazing. Going out there, performing, 
hundred after hundred. Like how do they do it? how do 
they keep performing consistently," said Gill.

Gill also shared an anecdote from the third ODI while he 
was batting with Sharma and said that India captain 
said that Daryl Mitchell is a bowler who could have got 
him out. However, the young batter said that the India 
captain had made up his mind to take him on.

"To be able to bat with them and pick their brains, when 
I'm out there batting. Little things like today when me 
and Rohit Bhai were batting. I think he was on 70 or 80, 
and Daryl Mitchell was bowling and he said this looks 
like one bowler who could get me out because his ball 
is coming in. But I will still go after him. So these are 
the mindsets of great players. These are the small things 
that I pick from Virat Bhai and Rohit Bhai," said Gill.

ZIndia vs New Zealand: Rohit 
Sharma was not pleased with 
the media and broadcasters' 
remark about his 'first century 
in three years' after scoring 
his 30th ODI century in 
Indore.
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