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Rijiju shares interview of retired judge
who alleged SC has ‘hijacked’ Constitution

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, January 22: Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Sunday sought to support the
views of a retired high court judge, who said
the Supreme Court “hijacked” the
Constitution by deciding to appoint judges
itself. The government and the judiciary
have been at loggerheads over the process
of appointment of judges to the higher judi-
ciary, Rijiju shared the video of an interview
of Justice R S Sodhi (retd), a former judge of
the Delhi Court, saying it is “voice of a
judge” and that majority of people have sim-
ilar “sane views”. The law minister also said
“actually majority of the people have similar
sane views. It’s only those people who disre-
gard the provisions of the Constitution and
mandate of the people think that they are
above the Constitution of India.” “Real beau-
ty of Indian Democracy is its success.
People rule themselves through their repre-
sentatives. Elected representatives repre-
sent the interests of the People & make
laws. Our Judiciary is independent and our
Constitution is Supreme,” the minister tweeted. In
the interview, Justice Sodhi also said the apex court
cannot frame laws as it does not have the right to

do so. The right to frame laws belongs to
Parliament, he said. “... Whether you can amend
the Constitution? Only Parliament will amend

Constitution. But here I feel the Supreme Court
for the first time ‘hijacked’ the Constitution. After
‘hijacking’ they (SC) said that we will appoint
(judges) ourselves and the government will have

no role in it,” Justice Sodhi said in Hindi. The
appointment of judges to the Supreme Court and
the high courts has become a major flashpoint

between the Executive and the Judiciary.
While Rijiju has described the collegium
system to appoint judges as something
“alien” to the Indian Constitution, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar has ques-
tioned the top court for striking down the
National Judicial Appointments Commission
Act (NJAC) and a related constitution
amendment. Also the chairman of Rajya
Sabha, Dhankar had said a law passed by
Parliament, which reflects the will of the
people, was “undone” by the Supreme Court
and “the world does not know of any such
instance”. By bringing the NJAC law, the
government had sought to overturn the col-
legium system which came into being in
1992. The apex court has questioned the
government for delay in clearing the
appointments of Supreme Court and High
Court judges. Last week, the Supreme
Court collegium had for the second time

reiterated the names of two advocates for appoint-
ment as judges of the Calcutta High Court “expe-
ditiously”, saying it was not open for the govern-
ment to repeatedly send back the same proposal. 

Rahul Gandhi creating hatred among
people to regain power: Rajnath Singh

Naresh Malhotra

Bhopal, January 22: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday accused
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi of creating
hatred among people in order to regain
power, and alleged that he was tarnishing
India’s image on international platforms.
Addressing a programme organised by the
Madhya Pradesh government to provide
land rights of residential plots to the poor in
Singrauli district of the state located around
650 km from here, Singh asked Gandhi not
to play with India’s “prestige and pride”.
The minister also said in the recent clash
with the Chinese troops, Indian soldiers did
a “charismatic job” and displayed bravery,
and slammed the Congress for questioning
the valour of the country’s jawans. “Is India
breaking? The country already got divided
in 1947. Pakistan was created, though the
leaders at that time were not in
favour…These days, Rahul Gandhi is going
around saying in his Bharat Jodo Yatra that
there is hatred everywhere in India,” he

said. “Rahulji, what has happened to you?
You want to regain power by creating
hatred. Power cannot be achieved by
creating hatred, it can be achieved only
by earning the public’s trust and love.”
“I want to ask him who is creating
hatred in India? Is Modiji creating
hatred in the whole country? Is (MP
Chief Minister) Shivraj Singh
(Chouhan) doing the work of creating
hatred in Madhya Pradesh? Are these
leaders creating hatred among people?
Where did he see it,” he asked the
gathering. The minister also accused
the Congress of trying to defame India
and tarnish its image by saying that
only hatred prevails in India, although
the country has earned great respect
in the world now. India is the only
country that considers all the people of the
world as its family. India is being maligned
that there is only hatred in India, he
alleged. India has never discriminated on
the basis of caste, creed or religion as those
born on Indian soil are brothers as all have

sacrificed their lives for the country’s inde-
pendence, he added. “I humbly want to say

to Rahulji, don’t spoil the image of India in
the world by talking about hatred. You are
creating hate by talking about it. You create
hatred towards Modi and BJP by going to
the people. The whole world is getting the
image that there is only hatred in India,” he

said. Referring to Rahul Gandhi’s remark
that he is out to sell love in the market of

hatred, Singh asked the gathering,
“Have you also got some love from
him? Now what does he know
about love?” He said that Rahul
Gandhi and Congress members
should keep in mind that politics
should not be done just to form the
government and it should be done
for the society and the country.
“Rahulji, don’t play with India’s
prestige and pride. India is moving
forward, if you can cooperate then
do it, if you can’t, then sit silently,
don’t try to defame India in the
international arena,” he said.
Singh also said that Congress lead-
ers can defame the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), but they dared to ques-
tion the bravery and valour of the country’s
army and soldiers who risked their lives to
protect the country. “Being the country’s
defence minister, I don’t want to speak
openly.

Farmhouse lease dispute: Delhi High Court directs Kuldeep Bishnoi's
family firm to pay 50 per cent amount as per trial court's order

TST Correspondent

New Delhi, January 22: The Delhi
High Court has directed Haryana BJP
leader Kuldeep Bishnoi's family-owned
company Seth Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. to
pay a deposit of 50 per cent of the amount
as per the trial Court's order in con-
nection with a farmhouse lease dis-
pute matter. The Patiala House Court
of Delhi on October 29, 2022, had
directed the said firm to deposit a total
amount of Rs 3.75 crore within two
months in relation to the possession of
a farmhouse in Delhi which was on
the lease. - Haryana Janhit Congress
(HJC). Kuldeep Bishnoi, four times
MLA and son of former three times
Chief Minister of Haryana Late
Bhajan Lal, through his company Seth
Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. entered into a
lease agreement on May 20, 2013 and
took up to the Farm House, Rajokari,
New Delhi from Nimitaya Properties
Ltd./owner/landlord on lease for his res-
idential purpose. The bench of Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela in an order passed on

January 17, 2023, directed Seth
Enterprises to deposit 50% of the amount
as per the trial court's order on October
29, 2022, and remit the same before the
Trial Court in 2 trenches. The High
Court further directed that the first
trench be paid within 3 months from

today and the second instalment within 3
months thereafter and disposed of the
appeal. Bishnoi's firm recently moved an
appeal in Delhi HC challenging the trial
court order whereby the Trial Court in a

suit filed by the landlord/Nimitaya
Properties Ltd., rejected Seth
Enterprises Pvt. Ltd.'s/tenant's objec-
tions regarding suit property being agri-
cultural land and barred under Section
185 of the Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954
and directed Seth Enterprises to deposit

the arrears of rest Rs 4,25,000/-
plus increase of 15% thereupon per
month for the period April 15 in
2015 till April 14 in 2017 and similar,
further amounts calculated with 15
per cent increase every 2 years till
November 15, 2020. The landlord
is represented through Advocates
Sumit Gehlot and Nikhil Bhalla
from Fidelegal Advocates and
Solicitors in the case. According to
the suit, Seth Enterprises Pvt. Ltd.
entered into a lease agreement on
May 20 in 2013 and took up on
lease the Farm House bearing No.

3 Avenue Jacaranda, Westend Green,
Rajokari, New Delhi from Nimitaya
Properties Ltd's owner for residential use
of its Managing director Kuldeep
Bishnoi and his family.

India FTA can be clinched this year,
but no free movement visa offers

Sanjay Kumar

London, January 22: The India-UK
free trade agreement (FTA) is expected
to be clinched this year but it won't
involve any boost of free movement visa
offers for Indians, British trade minister
in charge of the negotiations has said.
Kemi Badenoch, who was in New Delhi
last month to kick off the sixth round of
FTA talks with Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal, said that former
prime minister Boris Johnson's "deal by
Diwali" deadline last year was not feasi-
ble and had to be changed. In an inter-
view with ‘The Times' recently, the UK
Secretary of State for Trade also ruled
out any major similarities between the
FTA the UK had struck with Australia –
one of the first post-Brexit trade deals –
and that with India. "We left the EU
(European Union) because we didn't
believe in free movement, we didn't think
it was working. This is not a deal that's

negotiating some kind of free movement
with India,” Badenoch told the newspa-
per, with reference to more visa offers.
The minister indicated a willingness to
make concessions on issues like busi-
ness mobility, but ruled out the prospect
of Indians getting the same kind of deal
as with Australia – which allows under-
35s to live and work in the UK for three
years. The reciprocal UK-India Young
Professionals Scheme, formally launched
earlier this month, is seen as overcoming
this hurdle by annually offering 3,000 18
to 30-year-old graduates visas to live and
work in either country for up to two
years. "We have to make sure that each
trade agreement we sign is tailored to the
specific country. The kind of mobility
offer I can do to a country like Australia
is not going to be the same kind of mobil-
ity offer I can do with a country like
India, which has got many times the pop-
ulation,” said Badenoch. "And what peo-
ple from the UK want to do when they

travel to Australia is probably slightly dif-
ferent from what they do when they trav-
el to India, and vice versa as well,” she
told ‘The Times'. Distancing from the
previous Tory government's approach of
deadline-bound FTA negotiations as
"unhelpful", Badenoch reiterated the
Rishi Sunak led government's more flex-
ible approach going forward. "The 'deal
by Diwali' mantra is one of the things I
have changed since becoming Trade
Secretary. I tell people it's about the deal,
not the day. I think that having a fixed day
where everything needs to be completed
is not helpful in a negotiation because the
other party can run down the clock,” she
said. Johnson had set a Diwali 2022 dead-
line for the FTA during his prime minis-
terial visit to India in April last year.
However, amid major political upheavals
in the UK, that deadline fell by the way-
side and most ministers have since been
reluctant to set a fresh timeframe. "I do
think a deal this year.

WFI president Brij Bhushan asks
people not to put objectionable

slogans on social media
Lucknow, January 22: Hours after the emergency

general council meeting of the Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) was called off, its president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, in a tweet, requested people not to put
objectionable slogans or hashtags on social media that
harm the dignity of political parties or communities,
among others. Sharan has been accused of sexually
harassing women wrestlers and working like a dictator
by some of the country’s top wrestlers, including Vinesh
Phogat, Bajrang Punia, Sakshi Malik and Ravi Dahiya.
The sports ministry had said on Saturday it had asked
the WFI to suspend “all ongoing activities with immedi-

ate effect”, including the Ranking Tournament in
Gonda, UP, the federation president Sharan’s strong-
hold. In a tweet in Hindi, Sharan said, “Request. Got
information about some objectionable slogans, graphics
and hashtags on social media. I disagree with anything
that harms the dignity of any political party, social
organisation, community or caste-religion.” In another
tweet, he said, “And, I refute such posts and trends. I am
not larger than the party, (and) my dedication, my loyal-
ty is authentic. My well-wishers and supporters should
please stay away from such posts.

Shraddha murder case: Delhi Police draft 
3000-page chargesheet, 100 witnesses listed

New Delhi, January 22: Delhi Police have drafted a
3000-page chargesheet against Aaftab Amin Poonawalla,
accused of murdering his live-in partner Shraddha Walkar
and chopping her body into 35 pieces with a saw-like
object, said Delhi Police sources. According to sources,
apart from 100 witnesses, forensic and electronic evidence
have been made the basis of the draft chargesheet of more
than 3000 pages. Delhi Police are likely to submit the
chargesheet by January-end. According to sources, legal
experts are looking into the chargesheet draft prepared by
Delhi Police. On May 18 last year, accused Aftab allegedly
strangled Shraddha to death in Delhi’s Chhatarpur area
and later cut her body into 35 pieces. The police have also
mentioned in the chargesheet the bones recovered from
Chhatarpur forest area and their DNA report which con-
firmed that the bones belonged to Shraddha. 

New Delhi, January 22: A private
member bill by Congress MP Manish
Tewari, seeking Chandigarh's repre-
sentation in the Rajya Sabha, is likely
to be considered in the Budget
Session of Parliament. The Bill propos-
es to amend Article 80 of the
Constitution by adding a clause that a
representative of the Union territory of
Chandigarh in the Council of States

shall be elected by an electoral college
consisting of elected members of the
Municipal Corporation of Chandigarh.
The Lok Sabha Secretariat said the bill
could be taken up for consideration.
The Budget Session of Parliament will
commence on January 31 and end on

April 6. Tewari introduced the bill in
Lok Sabha during the Winter Session
in December last year. The MP from
Anandpur Sahib had earlier said that it
is his moral responsibility to seek a
Rajya Sabha seat for Chandigarh, with
which he has an emotional connection.
The Union Territories of Puducherry,
Jammu and Kashmir and the National
Capital Territory of Delhi find repre-

sentation in the Rajya Sabha.
However, Ladakh,
Chandigarh, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli - Daman and
Diu, the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep are unrepre-
sented there. Tewari was
brought up in Chandigarh
and studied there. His father
was a professor at Panjab
University and was killed by
terrorists in 1984. His moth-

er retired as Director of PGI
Chandigarh. The former Union minis-
ter has been raising issues concerning
Chandigarh, such as the demolition of
the city's largest slum colony, and a
proposal to privatise its electricity utili-
ty department.

‘Special Saturday interview days’:
US launches new initiatives to cut

visa wait time for Indians
New Delhi, January 22: With an aim to cut delays in

visa processing in India, the US has launched new ini-
tiatives, including scheduling special interviews for
first time applicants and increasing strength of con-
sular staff. As part of the multi-pronged approach to cut
the visa backlog, the US embassy in Delhi and the con-
sulates in Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Hyderabad
conducted “special Saturday interview days” on
January 21. “On January 21, the US mission in India
launched the first in a series of special Saturday inter-
view days, as part of a larger effort to reduce wait times
for first-time visa applicants,” the US embassy said on
Sunday. “The United States Embassy in New Delhi and
Consulates in Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and
Hyderabad all opened consular operations on Saturday
to accommodate applicants who require in-person visa
interviews,” it said in a statement. The mission will con-
tinue to open “additional slots” for appointments to take
place on select Saturdays in the coming months.
“These additional interview days are just one compo-
nent of a multi-pronged initiative to address the back-
log in visa processing caused by COVID-19,” it said. It
said the US State Department has implemented remote
processing of interview waiver cases for applicants
with previous US visas. Between January and March
2023, dozens of temporary consular officers from
Washington and other embassies will arrive in India to
increase visa processing capacity, it said. 

PM Modi lauds CJI Chandrachud’s
pitch for making SC judgments
available in regional languages,

shares his video
New Delhi, January 22: Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Sunday lauded Chief
Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud’s
emphasis on making Supreme Court judg-
ments available in regional languages. At a
recent function, the Hon’ble CJI Justice DY
Chandrachud spoke of the need to work
towards making SC judgments available in
regional languages. He also suggested the use
of technology for it. This is a laudatory
thought, which will help many people, particu-
larly “At a recent function, the Hon’ble CJI
Justice DY Chandrachud spoke of the need to
work towards making SC judgments available
in regional languages. He also suggested the
use of technology for it. This is a laudatory
thought, which will help many people, particu-
larly youngsters,” Modi wrote on Twitter and
shared on the site the relevant clip of the CJI’s
speech delivered at an event organised by the
Bar Council of Maharashtra and Goa in
Mumbai. The prime minister has in the past
often pitched for making judicial verdicts more
accessible to the common man by making
those available in regional languages. 

Rajya Sabha seat for Chandigarh:
Congress MP Manish Tewari’s bill likely

to be considered in Budget Session

Peace stations too have stress and
strain of military service which can be

attributable to disability, rules AFT
Chandigarh, January 22: The Armed Forces Tribunal

(AFT) has held that peace stations have their own pres-
sure of rigorous military training and the associated stress
and strain of military service, which entitle an individual to
disability benefits if a disease is contracted during service.
A retired Major General had contended that at the time of
his commissioning in March 1985, he was found mentally
and physically fit and there is no note in service docu-
ments that he was suffering from any disease at the time
of joining the Army. He was detected with primary hyper-
tension and coronary artery disease in 2014 and 2015,
while posted to Jabalpur, categorised as a peace location.
At the time of his retirement in March 2021, the release
medical board assessed the disability at 51 percent for life,
but held it as neither attributable to, nor aggravated by
military service. Consequently, his claim for disability pen-
sion was rejected by the pension authorities. He averred
that since the diseases were contracted during service,
about 30 years after commissioning, they were neither
attributable to nor aggravated by military service. He also
sought rounding off the disability element to 75 percent as
provided for under the pension rules. Referring to the law
laid down by the Supreme Court in disability matters, the
Tribunal’s bench comprising Justice Umesh Chandra
Srivastava and Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain heldthat the
medical board had denied attributability of the diseases to
military service on the grounds that the onset of the dis-
eases were in a peace station.
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and reporting of issues. Waste Sharon. The department is also THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. 
management is a real issue and planning to set up a tourism police With complaints galore about the 
strict action will be taken against unit with women police officials to safety and security of tourists 
the violators if they don’t ensure ensure round-the-clock security at visiting Varkala, the tourism 
proper disposal of waste,” said the destination. “The district department has finally decided to 
Sharon. He said that students will collector will give an official letter beef up security measures at the 
be recruited from nearby colleges to the home department in this destination, which is the most-
to form tourism clubs. regard.visited tourism destination in 

Thiruvananthapuram. As part of “Earlier, the department used to  We are also planning long-term and 
the effort to scale up security issue ID cards and we are going to the municipality has promised to 
measures, the tourism department reintroduce the system. We need to make the toilet facility at the 
has decided to reintroduce Safety collect data to provide safety IDs. helipad operational within a 
ID cards for all stakeholders, The tourism club will help the month. The toilet complex at the 
including vendors, hoteliers, committees effectively monitor beach would be reopened within 
workers and other establishments, the destination. We want to do it three months,” said an official.
offering services to tourists. with the active involvement of A decision has also been taken to 

stakeholders. There are unlisted To ensure the proper upkeep of the increase the number of lifeguards 
homestays, accommodation units destination, the authorities have at Varkala. Currently, there are 15 
and people running businesses at decided to form tourism clubs. On lifeguards and the plan is to and a meeting was held with the that police patrolling would be 
the destination without proper Saturday a team led by district increase it to 30. The department is stakeholders to discuss the issues increased immediately at Varkala.
licences. We want to bring all of development officer visited the also planning to develop other at the tourist spot. District Tourism “We have decided to  form 
them to a legal platform. All these destination and evaluated the beaches close to Varkala to Promotion Council (DTPC) committees having members from 
will be done step by step,” said situation on the ground at Varkala decongest the destination. secretary Sharon Veetil told TNIE the industry for regular monitoring 

diametrically opposite to that of KOLKATA. India's ‘revolutionary 
the RSS and the Hindu Mahasabha, capital' has become the epicentre for a 
and he had during his lifetime different kind of battle – this time 
made this clear,” said Prof Aditya over its own icon –Subhas Chandra 
Mukherjee, eminent historian and Bose, the legendary hero of the 
author of several books on India's country's freedom movement, who 
freedom st ruggle .Both the  enjoys more than a cult status in this 
Congress, of which Bose, also m e g a l o p o l i s .  M u c h  t o  t h e  
called by the honorific Netaji, was consternation of some Kolkatans, the 
president twice, the Forward Bloc RSS will possibly for the first time in 
that he founded and the TMC, its history hold a mega-rally to 
which draws inspiration from him, commemorate his birth anniversary 
will be organising functions as will at the iconic Shahid Minar, a scene for 
tens of thousands of schools, youth many protest rallies before and after hand pointing towards Delhi, near the Red 

clubs, gymnasiums and apartment blocks India's Independence, including some Road.
across this teeming city. Festoons and addressed by Bose himself. The Hindutva 

Quite naturally, the RSS's move has set the buntings are being readied to decorate outfit's leader Mohan Bhagwat has already 
proverbial cat among the pigeons with various Bose statues from the Red Road flown into the former capital of British 
eminent  thinkers ,  the Congress ,  caped Subhas, to the Netaji on a charger at India and will be the chief speaker at the 
Communists and TMC frowning in Shyambazar's five point crossing to the public programme on January 23, which is 
disproval.“His ideology of secular, more humble painted busts at various by-likely to be held around the same time 
democratic principles, his staunch lanes of Kolkata manufactured by the when Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
oppos i t ion  to  Br i t i sh  ru l e  was  dozen at the insistence of local enthusiasts.will be garlanding Bose's statue with its 

RSS' attempt to appropriate Netaji on his birth 
anniversary triggers consternation in Kolkata

Telangana IT Minister 
KTR’s Davos trip yields 

Rs 21,000 crore 
investments

HYDERABAD. Mir Mohammed Azmat Ali 
Khan Azmet Jah, the eldest son of the titular 
VIII Nizam Nawab Mir Barkat Ali Khan 
Walashan Mukarram Jah Bahadur, was 
anointed as the IX head of the Asaf Jahi 
Dynasty for all symbolic, ceremonial, titular 
and ancillary purposes. Mukarram Jah, 
passed away in Istanbul, Turkey on January 
14. His last rites were conducted with state 
honours here on January 18. Azmet Jah was 
anointed at a ceremony organised as per the 
customs and tradition of the Asaf Jahi 
Dynasty at the Chowmahalla Palace on 
Friday evening. The ceremony was attended 
by close family members, friends, relatives, 
trustees, well-wishers and staff members. 
The press release from the Office of 
Walashan Azmet Jah Bahadur, Chowmahalla 
Palace, said: “ In terms of the desire and the 
decree made by Nawab Mir Barkat Ali Khan 
Walashan Mukarram Jah Bahadur HEH the 
VIII Nizam of Hyderabad during his lifetime 
anointing his eldest son Mir Mohammed 
Azmat Ali Khan Azmet Jah as his successor 
in title and to accede his father as the IX head 
of the Asaf Jahi Dynasty.”

T H I R U VA N A N T H A P U R A M .  T h e  
Kazhakootam police on Saturday arrested the 
suspended ASI of Mangalapuram police 
station for allegedly threatening and verbally 
abusing a special branch officer. The arrested 
is S Jayan. He was granted station bail later. 
According to Kazhakootam police, Jayan, 
who was suspended from the service the other 
day, had called the special branch officer Sajid 
alleging that he was suspended  based on the 
report submitted by the special branch.

As per the complaint filed by Sajid at 
Kazhakootam police, Jayan used foul 
language against him over the phone. Earlier, 
31 policemen of the Mangalapuram police 
station had faced disciplinary action in the 
name of their alleged link with gangsters. 
While SHO Sajesh and Jayan were suspended 
earlier, the rest were slapped with transfer 
orders.

Human sacrifice: Chargesheet 
filed in Rosily murder case

intention to murder, criminal decomposed, evidence was collected against KOCHI. The Ernakulam rural 
conspiracy, human trafficking, the accused with the help of forensic and police filed a second chargesheet 
disrespect to the dead body, cyber experts and they have been included in in the Elanthoor human sacrifice 
theft and destruction of the chargesheet. Police submitted the case before the Perumbavoor 
evidence. chargesheet on the 89th day after the arrest Judicial First Class Magistrate 

The accused pawned a gold ring of the accused. Earlier, Kochi city police had Court on Saturday. This relates to 
that was on the body of Rosily filed the chargesheet in the murder of the murder of Rosily, a native of 
with a private financial firm in Padmam, the second victim, before the Idukki who was living in Mattoor, 
Elanthoor. Her mobile phone Ernakulam Judicial First Class Magistrate Kalady.
was thrown into the AC canal Court on January 6. The chargesheet in the The first accused, Muhammad 
in Alappuzha. The ring and Rosily murder was prepared under the S h a f i ,  5 2 ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  
mobile phone were later supervision of Ernakulam rural police chief Gandhinagar, Kochi, who has also 
recovered by police. Vivek Kumar. A team under Ernakulam rural been charged in several other 

The chargesheet comprises ASP T Biji George conducted the probe and Pathanamthitta. She was then murdered, her cases, including for rape, attempt 
statements from about 200 witnesses, nearly collected the evidence. N K Unnikrishnan, body was cut into pieces, the flesh cooked, to murder and theft, is the main mastermind, 
130 documents and various materials, who was the special prosecutor in the and then eaten. Parts of Rosily’s body were as per the chargesheet. On the pretext of 
including knives and vehicles, used in the Perumbavoor Jisha murder case and the kept in the fridge and the rest were buried on performing puja for financial gain, the 
murder. The police recovered the body parts Koodathai serial murder case, has been the premises, according to the chargesheet.victim was brought to the house of Bhagwal 
and identified the deceased through DNA appointed the special public prosecutor in Apart from murder, the three have also been Singh, 67, and his wife Laila, 58, the second 
examination. As the body parts were this case.charged with gangrape, abduction with an and third accused in the case, in Elanthoor, 

Book on Mahanadi’s heritage released by INTACH

Arrangements on to 
demolish Deccan Knitwear 

Sports in Secunderabad 
after fire mishap

Azmet Jah declared 
ninth head of Asaf Jahi 
Dynasty

Suspended ASI arrested 
for threatening cop

HYDERABAD. The Telangana delegation led 
by IT and Industries Minister KT Rama Rao 
has successfully concluded its trip to Davos for 
the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual 
meeting, attracting investments worth Rs 
21,000 crore across the sectors.  

The major victory for the State team was the 
WEF coming forward to establish its first 
Indian centre in Hyderabad. This thematic 
centre will focus on life sciences and 
healthcare. The Telangana pavilion played a 
key role in showcasing State’s geography, the 
investments it has attracted in the last eight 
years and the initiatives of IT and Industries 
departments such as T-Hub and T-Works. The 
videos of various government programmes, 
policies and multi-purpose projects like the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme, were 
played at the pavilion. Sharing the experience 
of his visit to Davos, his fifth as minister, Rama 
Rao has observed that the WEF is the right 
platform to introduce Telangana as a 
progressive State with exceptional industrial 
policies and infrastructure. In a statement to the 
media on Saturday, Rama Rao said that 
bringing huge investments to the State and 
thereby creating employment was the main 
driving force behind his visit. “I believe that all 
the new investments and meetings regarding 
the prospective investments will yield 
favourable outcomes,” he said. He thanked the 
officials from the IT and Industries and other 
departments who were involved in making the 
trip a success.

HYDERABAD: The Greater Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC) through a private agency 
carried out the Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) to 
check the structural stability of Deccan Knitwear 
Sports Accessories complex at Nallagutta in 
Secunderabad which was completely gutted in a 
major fire mishap on January 19. According to 
officials, a report will be submitted in a  day or two. 
“If the original building stability is found to be 
below 80 per cent, it becomes unsafe and dangerous 
for staying and people’s safety will be at risk and the 
building has to be demolished either partially or 
fully,” the officials said. Meanwhile, the authorities 
have started making arrangements for demolishing 
the building due to apprehension that it may collapse 
any time. As the fire has weakened the structure, 
necessary action on its demolition will be taken after 
the NDT report is submitted to the civic body. 
However, the  demolition is likely to begin in a 
couple of days as the civic body is drawing plans to 
minimise the collateral damage to surrounding 
buildings, the officials informed.Animal Husbandry 
Minister T Srinivas Yadav on Saturday visited the 
spot and reviewed the rescue operations. He assured 
that the State government will extend all help to the 
families of the victims. He also visited the adjacent 
residential area and interacted with the residents. He 
said that building would be razed after submission of 
the NDT report and due procedures will be followed 
while demolishing the structure.

He said that building would be razed after submission of the 
NDT report and due procedures will be followed while 

demolishing the structure.

to list and document monuments, ancient BHUBANESWAR. A book documenting the 
structures within 5 km of both sides of the heritage of river Mahanadi was released by 
river. We had started the project from the Odisha chapter of Indian National Trust 
Sambalpur,” he said. The project team for Art and Cultural Heritage at Cuttack on 
members included Anil Dhir, Deepak Kumar Saturday.Released by academician and 
Naik, Neha Sharma, Bisweswar Prusty, Sarat Sangee t  Natak  Akademi  awardee  
Satpathy, Tarini Prasad Panda, Deepak Priyambada Mohanty Hejmadi and INTACH 
Panda and late Abhay Padhi.Tangible chairman Major Gen LK Gupta, the book 
heritage like temples, palaces and forts had titled ‘Heritage of the Mahanadi Valley in 
come up along Mahanadi while intangible Odisha’ is the result of the exhaustive 
heritage like folklore, songs and dances, documentation drive that began in 2018. 
tribal art and craft had also thrived along the Details of as many as 500 monuments and 
river. Tripathy said all important heritage intangible heritage along the Mahanadi have 
sites have been photographed, videographed been presented in the book. Convenor of 
and documented with details. The book will state chapter of INTACH Amiya Bhusan 
serve as a road map for those into Tripathy said five teams of heritage 
conservation, history and research, he added.enthusiasts were formed which covered 

On the occasion, the second edition of the book nearly 450 km of the river covering 
‘Conservation, the Odissan Way’ authored Sambalpur, Bargarh, Jharsuguda, parts of 
by Director of INTACH Conservation Angul, Subarnapur, Nayagarh, parts of 
Centre Mallika Mitra was also released.Cuttack and Jagatsinghpur. “We had decided 

Security to be beefed up at Varkala; tourism 
clubs to ensure better management

With no doctor, security 
guards stitch injured 
head of youth in 
Telangana
SANGAREDDY. Security guards at the 

Patancheru Area Hospital sutured the head 
injury sustained by a youth! As there were no 
doctor or qualified nurses in the hospital, the 
two security guards did the job. The video of 
the incident went viral. BJP Yuva Morcha 
district president Gadila Srikanth Goud has 
demanded the resignation of Health Minister 
T Harish Rao and Patancheru MLA G 
Mahipal Reddy. Addressing media persons on 
Saturday, Srikanth showed the video of the 
two security guards treating the injured 
patient with professional expertise, though 
they are not qualified for the job. The person 
who was recording the video can be heard 
questioning one of the two security guards, as 
to why they were performing the delicate 
medical procedure. The security guard, who 
tried his best not to deviate from the 
procedure, tried to explain to that gentleman 
that there was not enough staff in the hospital. 
Apparently, the minor surgical procedure was 
successful. However, Srikanth Goud claimed 
that he had many videos where such 
procedures were held in the area hospital by 
inexperienced individuals. Questioning the 
claims of the State government about 
providing quality healthcare to the rural 
populace, Srikanth Goud demanded that the 
State government first complete filling the 
vacant posts in the health department before 
making tall claims.

As per the complaint filed by Sajid at 
Kazhakootam police, Jayan used foul 
language against him over the phone.

Details of as many as 500 monuments and intangible heritage along the Mahanadi have been presented in the book.

The chargesheet in the Rosily murder was prepared under the supervision of  Ernakulam rural police chief  Vivek Kumar.

Cusat faculty bags Rs 76 lakh research funds
KOCHI. Five faculty members of the Centre for Atmospheric Radar Research. Sreekumar received a grant of Rs 16 lakh 

Cochin University of Science and Chakrapani, who is also the director of for 2 years to develop strategies to 
Technology (Cusat) were recipients of the Centre for Neuroscience, is awarded conserve the phenology-specific genetic 
Rs 76 lakh as research funds from the Rs 16 lakh for three years to study how structure research potential of Candilia 
Kerala State Council for Science, neurotrophic factors - peptides or small Candil, an endangered and endemic 
Technology and Environment. The five proteins - can aid in the enhancement of viviparous mangrove species dominant 
are Dr Baby Chakrapani P S, Department memory and learning by intensifying the in the Kannur district. Manoj was 
of Biotechnology; Dr Sreekanth P M, neuroplasticity of the brain. For his granted Rs 20 lakh for 3 years for his 
Department of Biotechnology; Dr Manoj project that aims to solve problems in the project that uses Computational Fluid 
T Issac, Department of Ship Technology; early detection of autism in children Dynamics to devise an optimised design 
Dr Vishnu Kumar S, Department of using computer technology, Kumar was of AUV capable of long-range 
Computer Applications; and Dr Ajil awarded Rs 12 lakh for 3 years. underwater travel with a ducted 
Kottayil, Department of Advanced Sreekanth and his co-investigator Dr V B propeller. 

New Delhi, Monday, 23 January, 2023

NAME CHANGE
I, Shahid Ali s/o Abdul Hameed
R/o 7820, Fourth Floor, Nai
Basti, Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi-
110006 have changed the
name of my minor son from
Rushan Ali alias Mohd
Rushaan to Mohd Rushaan for
all purposes in future.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kirti Bharara W/O  Atul
Bharara R/O  B 5  new Moti
Nagar New Delhi have changed
my name to kirti anand for the
further purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,  BEDPAL father of NO-
14851662H  HAV  SUNIL R/o
2037 HER PANA, LAKHAN
MAJRA (95), ROHTAK,
HARYANA-124514, have
changed my name from BEDPAL
to VEDPAL for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 21/01/2023
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Bisma Naim D/o Mohd Naim
Thakur r/o 783 Haveli Azam Khan
jama Masjid Delhi 110006 have
changed my name from Saraa
Naim to Bisma Naim for all future
purposes

Security to be beefed up at Varkala; tourism
clubs to ensure better management

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. With complaints galore about the safety and security of tourists visiting Varkala, the tourism department has finally decided to beef up security measures
at the destination, which is the most-visited tourism destination in Thiruvananthapuram. As part of the effort to scale up security measures, the tourism department has decided to rein-
troduce Safety ID cards for all stakeholders, including vendors, hoteliers, workers and other establishments, offering services to tourists. To ensure the proper upkeep of the destination,
the authorities have decided to form tourism clubs. On Saturday a team led by district development officer visited the destination and evaluated the situation on the ground at Varkala and
a meeting was held with the stakeholders to discuss the issues at the tourist spot. District Tourism Promotion Council (DTPC) secretary Sharon Veetil told TNIE that police patrolling
would be increased immediately at Varkala. “We have decided to form committees having members from the industry for regular monitoring and reporting of issues. Waste management
is a real issue and strict action will be taken against the violators if they don’t ensure proper disposal of waste,” said Sharon. He said that students will be recruited from nearby colleges
to form tourism clubs. “Earlier, the department used to issue ID cards and we are going to reintroduce the system. We need to collect data to provide safety IDs. The tourism club will
help the committees effectively monitor the destination. We want to do it with the active involvement of stakeholders. There are unlisted homestays, accommodation units and people run-
ning businesses at the destination without proper licences. We want to bring all of them to a legal
platform. All these will be done step by step,” said Sharon. The department is also planning to set
up a tourism police unit with women police officials to ensure round-the-clock security at the des-
tination. “The district collector will give an official letter to the home department in this regard.
We are also planning long-term and the municipality has promised to make the toilet facility at the
helipad operational within a month. The toilet complex at the beach would be reopened within
three months,” said an official. A decision has also been taken to increase the number of lifeguards
at Varkala. Currently, there are 15 life-
guards and the plan is to increase it to
30. The department is also planning to
develop other beaches close to Varkala
to decongest the destination. 

NAME CHANGE
I, BALDEV RAJ MANCHAN-
DA son of Shri GOVIND RAM
MANCHANDA residing at H
NO-B-2, B-BLOCK, JHILMIL
COLONY, SHAHDARA,
DELHI-110095 have changed
my name to BALDEV RAJ for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sorabh Kumar Khanna s/o
Shri Rakesh Kumar Khanna R/o
H. No.43, Block No.17, Geeta
Colony, Delhi-110031, have
changed my name to Saurabh
Khanna for all future purposes. 
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NAME CHANGE
I, Rakesh Khanna s/o Shri S.
L. Khanna R/o H. No.43, Block
No.17, Geeta Colony, Delhi-
110031, have changed my
name to Rakesh Kumar
Khanna for all future purposes. 

Book on Mahanadi’s
heritage released by INTACH

BHUBANESWAR. A book docu-
menting the heritage of river
Mahanadi was released by the
Odisha chapter of Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage at
Cuttack on Saturday.Released by aca-
demician and Sangeet Natak
Akademi awardee Priyambada
Mohanty Hejmadi and INTACH
chairman Major Gen LK Gupta, the
book titled ‘Heritage of the Mahanadi
Valley in Odisha’ is the result of the
exhaustive documentation drive that
began in 2018. Details of as many as
500 monuments and intangible her-
itage along the Mahanadi have been
presented in the book. Convenor of
state chapter of INTACH Amiya
Bhusan Tripathy said five teams of
heritage enthusiasts were formed
which covered nearly 450 km of the
river covering Sambalpur, Bargarh,
Jharsuguda, parts of Angul,
Subarnapur, Nayagarh, parts of
Cuttack and Jagatsinghpur. “We had
decided to list and document monu-
ments, ancient structures within 5 km
of both sides of the river. We had
started the project from Sambalpur,”
he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my
client Smt. Hasina W/o Late
Vali Mohammad R/o RZ-12C,
Gali No.6, Prem Vihar, Nangli
Dairy, Najafgarh, Delhi-110043
has severed all relations with
her son namely Akeel and dis-
owned him from all her immov-
able and movable properties
due to his disobedience and
bad behavior. My client and her
family members shall not be
responsible for her any acts
and deeds in any manner
whatsoever. 

MADHU SINGH
ADVOCATE

Ch. No.436, Lawyers Block
Saket Court Complex,

New Delhi-17

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-379905A SUB C
GURUNATHAN S/O CHITRAV-
ELU R/O HOUSE NO-1142, VILL-
SEENIYAPPA NAGAR, PO+TEH-
MANAMADURAI, DIST-SIVA-
GANGA, TAMIL NADU-630606,
have changed my minor son’s
name from GYANAVEL G to G
GNANAVELfor all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, JIWAN CHANDRA BIST son of
Shri RANJIT SINGH  residing at A-
40, JAIN COLONYPART-3, UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI-110059 have
changed my name to JIWAN SINGH
BISHTfor all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Naresh S/o Dilip Singh R/o G-395
Block-K, Gali No-1 Adhyapak Nagar
Nangloi West Delhi-110041 Have
Changed my New Name to Naresh
Kumar for all purpose
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New York. From CNN to the Washington were going to be notified of being let go weeks have also taken to Twitter to 
Post, US media are facing tough times, within the next 15 minutes. That would express anger, dismay, or gratitude to 
as a series of outlets have announced mean some 130 out of the group's 1,900 their colleagues, while beginning to 
layoffs this winter amid fears of an staff.Meghan McCarron, an award- look for a new job."I'll be figuring out 
economic downturn. Vox Media, winning journalist who spent more my next move. I'm a data reporter but I 
owner of the Vox and The Verge than nine years at Eater, a food website also write and produce," tweeted Emily 
websites as well as the landmark New owned by Vox Media, tweeted Friday Siegel, who was let go after five years 
York Magazine and its online she was among those laid off -- while as an investigative reporter at NBC. 
platforms, announced Friday it was 37 weeks pregnant."My partner and I "I'd love to keep doing this work. My 
letting go seven percent of its staff. are so excited to become parents," (direct messages) are open."

McCarron posted. "I can't really The news follows layoffs at CNN, NBC, 'Under pressure for a long time'
process the amount of uncertainty MSNBC, Buzzfeed, and other outlets. While the media layoffs were not as 
we're now facing," she added.A Vox In a memo to staff on Friday, Vox Media dramatic as those rocking tech giants 
spokesperson told AFP they could not CEO Jim Bankoff announced "the such as Microsoft and Google, which 
comment on specific cases, but that difficult decision to eliminate roughly announced Friday it was cutting 12,000 
employees were offered "competitive seven percent of our staff roles across more jobs, they were a consequence of 
severance packages," including extra departments due to the challenging falling advertising revenue amid a 
severance pay for those with "a near-economic environment impacting our gloomy economic climate, said Chris 
term upcoming parental leave business and industry."The memo, Roush, dean of the School of 
planned."Journalists who were laid off which was confirmed to AFP by Vox Communications at Quinnipiac 
from other organizations in recent Media, said the affected employees University in Connecticut.

NEWS BOX

Street parties, light shows: Here's how Britain 
will celebrate King Charles's coronation

US Media Sees Massive Job Cuts Amid 
Falling Newsroom Employment

scenes look at how Chernov risked his consequences for the murderers, then it's Park City. Two new documentaries from 
life to chronicle a Russian direct hit on a hard to imagine what's going to happen Ukrainian filmmakers highlighting the 
maternity hospital, which provoked (in the future) -- if the invasion will not carnage wrought on their country by 
outrage around the world.The film have consequences," he said.Russian aggression -- and the insidious 
recounts how Chernov and his team effects of Kremlin propaganda -- A third film "Klondike," about a family 
desperately tried to escape the city in premiere at the Sundance film festival living on the Russia-Ukraine border at 
order to transmit their shocking footage, this week."20 Days In Mariupol," which the outbreak of violence in 2014, will 
even as Russian officials tried to dismiss screened Friday night, portrays in receive a special encore at the high-
the horrific incident as a hoax assembled harrowing detail the arrival of war last profile festival in Utah, after winning 
using Ukrainian "actors."Mariupol "was year to a city that became one of the Sundance's world cinema directing 
the first insight of how different Russia's invasion's bloodiest battle sites, all award last year.
narrative about this war is to reality," captured by video journalists under Liubyi said the strong Ukrainian showing 
said Chernov.Russian officials "were siege.And "Iron Butterflies," premiering separatists had downed a Ukrainian can only boost the profile of his country's 
saying that they're not targeting Sunday, chronicles the 2014 downing of military aircraft, to blaming Kyiv for the film industry overseas, but warned "the 
civilians."Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 by Russian- civilian deaths.It also contrasts the much, much harder question is how to 

armed separatists in eastern Ukraine, and "You will see in the film me keep asking findings of an exhaustive international achieve something right here and right 
its foreshadowing of today's larger people, 'Russian Federation is not probe into the incident, with Russia's now for the country, for defense."
conflict.Director Mstyslav Chernov, a targeting civilians?' And you will see claim of another hoax.Director Roman The director hopes to use the publicity from 
journalist who filmed the key port city of people reply, 'Well, they are.'"Moscow's Liubyi said he tried to remain "scientific" Sundance to crowdfund a reconnaissance 
Mariupol as Russian troops advanced in weaponization of misinformation is also and avoid becoming angry while editing drone for filmmaker friends currently 
February and March 2021, said he hopes central to "Iron Butterflies," which takes the film, because Russian propaganda is serving in the Ukrainian army.
releasing his footage as a documentary its name from the shrapnel within the "built around emotional impact, "I would like to use this moment to say as a 
"hits deeper" and "harder" with audences Russian-made BUK missile that struck emotional engagement."The film Ukrainian citizen that we are really 
than brief newsreel clips can."It really passenger plane MH17 in 2014, killing underlines how those convicted of thankful for all the international 
gives an insight to not only fuller stories 298 people.The movie combines murder in absentia by a Dutch tribunal at community for helping us to defend (our 
of people who are there, but also to how newsreel and social media footage with The Hague are highly unlikely to ever country)," he said."But if you are asking 
big scale the story is," he told AFP. intercepted military audio, to show how serve time in prison."If the downing of a 'Is it enough weapons?' Probably, 

the Russian response went from claiming p a s s e n g e r  p l a n e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  "20 Days In Mariupol" offers a behind-the- unfortunately, it is still not enough.

Ukraine Filmmakers Bring Horrors Of 
War To Sundance Film Festival

family.Buckingham Palace did not say  London. The crowning of Britain's 
which members, amid speculation King Charles III this May will be 
about whether Harry will be invited, c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  
and if he is, whether he will attend, processions, a concert at Windsor 
given his recent high-profile and Castle, street parties, light shows and 
stinging criticism of his family.c o m m u n i t y  v o l u n t e e r i n g ,  

Buckingham Palace announced on Windsor Castle will host a coronation 
Saturday.Charles, 74, automatically concert on Sunday May 7, which will 
became king on the death of his be feature an orchestra playing musical 
mother Queen Elizabeth last  favourites with some of the world's 

Coronation Weekend will provide an September. The grand coronation biggest entertainers and a special 
opportunity to spend time and ceremony for him and his wife Camilla coronation choir, before buildings 
celebrate with friends, families and will take place on Saturday, May 6.The across the nation are l i t  up, 
communities across the United crowning, the royal family's major set Buckingham Palace said.There will be 
Kingdom, the Realms and the piece event for 2023, has so far this a public ballot for tickets to allow 
Commonwealth," Buckingham Palace year been overshadowed by the several thousand members of the 
said in a statement.Charles is also king monarch's son Prince Harry's tell-all public to attend.Street parties will be 
and head of state of 14 other realms memoir in which he has made held on Sunday, with communities and 
including Australia, Canada, Jamaica, accusations against the King and other neighbours encouraged to come 
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea.family members.Publishing details of together to share food.On Monday 

The formal ceremony will take place at the coronation, Buckingham Palace May 8, people will be encouraged to 
London's Westminster Abbey and will said Britons, who have already been volunteer with charities, faith and 
follow the traditional pageantry used given an extra bank holiday on May 8 community groups to pay tribute to the 
for anointing monarchs over the last to mark the occasion, will be able to King's public service and try to create a 
1,000 years.Following processions watch the ceremonies and a special legacy of voluntary work."Their 
there and back, the King and queen concert, plus see iconic buildings lit up Majesties are looking forward to 
consort will then appear on the balcony with projections, lasers and drone marking the occasion with the public 
at Buckingham Palace accompanied displays."Their Majesties The King throughout 2023," Buckingham Palace 
b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  r o y a l  and The Queen Consort hope the said.

Nepal plane crash: Relatives of 4 Indians yet to receive dead bodies
was planning to visit Nepal to undertake 
an ‘on-site evaluation’ of aviation safety 
has postponed its trip.According to a 
statement issued by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Nepal (CAAN), the 
planned visit of the EU’s technical team 
has been postponed for the time being.In 
a joint statement issued on Friday, 
Director-General of the CAAN Pradeep 
Adhikari and EU’s Ambassador to 
Nepal Nona Deprez said that the 
scheduled visit of the on-site evaluation Kathmandu,UPDATED. The relatives of 
team to Nepal has been put off.“Given four Indians who died in a plane crash in 
the current context, related to the terrible Nepal are still waiting to receive the dead 
accident and in mutual agreement, the bodies of their family members despite 
EU and CAAN have reached the spending thei third day at a hospital here 
conclusion that it would be in our best on Saturday.Nepalese authorities on 
interest to postpone a planned on-site Tuesday started handing over to family 
assessment visit mandated by the EU members the bodies of those killed after 
Air Safety committee for the time Yeti Airlines’ aircraft with 72 people 
being,” the statement said.“The primary crashed minutes before landing in a river 

receive the dead bodies of their kin. Sonu national, were handed over to their family focus for CAAN at this time is on gorge in the resort city of Pokhara on 
Jaiswal’s father Rajendra Prasad Jaiswal members on Friday, on Saturday, the dealing with the aftermath of the accident. Sunday.Fifty-three Nepalese passengers 
was among the relatives waiting at hospital authorities handed over 15 more The European Union will continue to and 15 foreign nationals, including 5 
Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital dead bodies to the relatives.According to assist CAAN in its efforts to improve the Indians, and four crew members were on 
to receive the bodies.One of the relatives a doctor involved in identifying the aviation safety situation in Nepal,” it board the aircraft when it crashed. The 
said they want to take back all four bodies bodies, the signs provided by the family said.Earlier in October last year, a team of five Indians, all reportedly from Uttar 
o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  a  s i n g l e  members were not sufficient to identify the EU undertook a study on the aviation Pradesh, have been identified as Abhisekh 
consignment.The body of Bishal Sharma the dead bodies. “We will try to verify the safety of Nepal and concluded that Kushwaha, 25, Bishal Sharma, 22, Anil 
was identified on Saturday, the hospital fingerprints of the dead bodies on notable progress had been made in the Kumar Rajbhar, 27, Sonu Jaiswal, 35, and 
sources said.The hospital completed Sunday,” the doctor said.The Nepal Army country’s air safety. The team had Sanjaya Jaiswal.The body of Sanjaya 
postmortem on 49 dead bodies on Friday. said on Saturday it continued the search returned with a decision to send another Jaiswal was handed over to his family on 
Twenty-two dead bodies of Nepali operation at the Seti River gorge and the team to carry out an on-site evaluation of Friday and taken back home. However, 
nationals have been handed over to their surrounding areas on Saturday to find the the aviation safety of Nepal. The EU has the relatives of four other Indian nationals 
families in Pokhara. While a total of 12 remaining one body. Meanwhile, a team listed Nepal on the air safety list since have been waiting for three days to 
dead bodies, including one of an Indian of the European Union (EU) team that 2013.

World Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has 
sacked the country's newly-appointed army chief, Julio 
Cesar de Arruda, days after former far-right leader 
Bolsonaro’s supporters ransacked the presidential 
palace, Supreme Court, and Congress in Brasilia, 
breaking windows and furniture, and leaving graffiti 
messages calling for a military coup, military sources 
told AFP.Arruda had joined on December 30, two days 
before the end of Bolsonaro's mandate, and was 
confirmed by Lula's administration in early January. He 
will now be replaced by southeastern army commander 
Tomas Ribeiro Paiva, GloboNews reported.Arruda had 
taken part in Lula's first meeting with his military top 
brass on Friday, but no one disclosed anything about the 
meeting.The move comes days after Lula removed 
several dozen soldiers from his security detail 
following the unrest.Lula has said he suspects security 
forces may have been involved in the riots, in which 
more than 2,000 people were arrested. The leftist 
president had called for a review of his immediate 
surroundings.However, Defense Minister Jose Mucio 
said there was no direct armed forces involvement but 
added "if any element participated, they will have to 
answer as citizens."The relationship with the armed 
forces will be one of Lula's biggest immediate 
challenges, say analysts who point to a significant 
military presence in Bolsonaro's administration.On 
Wednesday, Paiva vowed that the military "will 
continue to guarantee democracy" and suggested that 
the results of the election in which Lula defeated 
Bolsonaro should be accepted.

"When we vote, we have to respect the result of the polls," 
he said in a speech, clips of which were seen on the G1 
news website.On January 8, at least 3,000 supporters of 
former President Jair Bolsonaro stormed into the 
country’s Congress, presidential palace and Supreme 
Court, leaving a trail of destruction behind.President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who defeated Bolsonaro in a 
close contest last year, instructed the federal security 
intervention in Brasilia lasting until January 31 after 
capital security forces were outnumbered by the 
invaders.Tear gas was used to displace supporters who 
were later detained by police at the site. Thousands of 
protesters clad in yellow-and-green were seen running 
riot in the capital.

Brazilian Prez Lula sacks newly-
appointed army chief  over riots

By 'Pokemon Go' Creators, 
A New Basketball Game 

With "Real-World" Appeal
Paris. Seven years ago the mobile game "Pokemon 

Go" took the world by storm, and now its creators 
are aiming to infuse the same "real-world" appeal 
into their new basketball game. While players of 
"Pokemon Go" were guided by their mobile 
phones to real-world locations to collect magical 
creatures, "NBA All-World" allows players to 
challenge each other to games in the street.

John Hanke, the boss of Niantic, which produces 
both games, stresses that just as with Pokemon, 
players of the NBA game will also require only a 
mobile phone -- no expensive VR headsets or 
goggles.He is pushing this hybrid-style game as a 
"real-world metaverse", distinguishing it from 
the experience promoted by Microsoft and others 
of users sitting at home with masks strapped to 
their faces."I think it's important to support what 
we do in the real world as human beings, like 
going out to the restaurant, meeting our friends 
and not staying at home," he told AFP in an 
interview."Putting on a VR headset by yourself, 
to me it's a very lonely and scary future. I hope 
that humanity doesn't go in that direction."

In "NBA All-World", released this week in France 
and next Tuesday globally, players choose their 
favourite NBA star as an avatar and get to meet 
and play others in the street.The social aspect of 
the game, Hanke said, made mobile phones the 
perfect device to play on."It is mobile, low cost 
and almost everybody has one," he said.Niantic 
is hoping to cash in with microtransactions -- 
players can spend small amounts on virtual items 
that allow them to move through the game faster 
or customise their avatars with sneakers from 
brands such as Adidas or Puma.Hanke concedes 
that the success of "Pokemon Go" has helped 
Niantic get high-level corporate partners 
onboard."The success of 'Pokemon Go' certainly 
helps us," he said.Now a cultural phenomenon 
with more than one billion downloads, 
"Pokemon Go" has generated roughly one 
billion dollars a year since its launch in July 
2016, according to estimates from analytics 
firm Sensor Tower.But Niantic has been unable 
to produce another hit even approaching that 
level.And it has had notable flops.It launched 
"Harry Potter: Wizards Unite" in 2019, only to 
shut it down in January last year because of a 
lack of interest.Like many other firms in the 
tech sector, Niantic also made swingeing cuts to 
its workforce last year, slashing eight percent of 
its staff and halting four video game 
projects.With this in mind, Hanke is playing 
down any suggestion that his latest game could 
reach Pokemon levels of success."'Pokemon 
Go', as the very first game of its kind, I think 
took the world by surprise," the Niantic boss 
said."Maybe another game we create for the 
future will have the same kind of instant viral 
success, but that's probably not a realistic 
expectation because it's kind of an unusual 
case."

ZNepalese authorities have 
started handing over to family 
members the bodies of  those 
killed after Yeti Airlines’ aircraft 
crashed in the resort city of  
Pokhara on Sunday.

Actor Jeremy Renner Broke "Over 
30 Bones" In Snow Plow Accident

Elon Musk Plans Big Change: New 
Subscription For Ad-Free Twitter

Los Angeles. Actor Jeremy Renner -- perhaps best 
known as Hawkeye in the Marvel Universe films -- 
said Saturday he broke more than 30 bones when he 
was run over by his own snow plow at his Nevada 
home on New Year's Day.The "Avengers" star spent 
more than two weeks in the hospital after the giant 
14,000-lb (six-ton) vehicle rolled onto him as he was 
clearing a driveway."These 30 plus broken bones will 
mend, grow stronger, just like the love and bond with 
family and friends deepens," the 52-year-old two-
time Oscar nominee wrote on Instagram, thanking 
fans for their messages of support.He posted a photo 
of himself lying on a medical bed, hands clenched at 
the chest, while a man is holding up his leg, bent at the 
knee."Morning workouts, resolutions all changed this 
particular new years," Renner wrote. "Spawned from 
tragedy for my entire family, and quickly focused into 
uniting actionable love."Renner sustained the injuries 
while attempting to climb into the snow plow to stop 
it. He was evacuated by helicopter and later posted a 
selfie from his hospital bed, showing heavy bruising 
on his face.Officials said shortly after the accident 
there was no indication that alcohol or drugs were 
involved.

The PistenBully, or snowcat, operated by Renner is a 
large specialized snow plowing vehicle with giant, 
raised caterpillar tracks on each side of an enclosed 
cab.Renner has been nominated for two Oscars for his 
roles in "The Hurt Locker" and "The Town." He also 
stars in the Paramount+ series "Mayor of Kingstown."

Washington. Twitter boss Elon Musk announced in a 
series of tweets Saturday that the company's 
subscription service would show less advertising to 
users, including an ad-free tier.The announcement 
comes as the social network has faced major economic 
uncertainty since its takeover by Musk in October."Ads 
are too frequent on Twitter and too big. Taking steps to 
address both in coming weeks," Musk posted to his 
Twitter account Saturday.And for those who choose it, 
"there will be a higher priced subscription that allows 
zero ads," Musk added.That would be a radical change 
in business model from Twitter, which has so far relied 
on targeted advertising to generate revenue, before 
launching a paid subscription service in mid-
December.But advertising has been a question mark for 
Twitter lately, after Musk fired about half of the 
company's 7,500-strong workforce late last year. The 
move sparked concern that the company was 
insufficiently staffed to carry out content moderation 
and spooking governments and advertisers.Musk said 
his strategy was to massively reduce costs while 
building up revenue, and that a new subscription service 
called Twitter Blue, which grants users a sought-after 
blue verification tick for a fee, would help reach that 
goal.The service costs $11 a month in the United States 
and is available on Apple's iOS and Google's Android 
mobile operating systems, according to a page on the 
company's website.Web subscriptions are also available 
for $8 per month or, at a discount, $84 per year.Twitter 
Blue is currently available in the United States, Canada, 
Britain, New Zealand, Australia and Japan.Musk-led 
Twitter has been riven by chaos, with mass layoffs, the 
return of banned accounts and the suspension of 
journalists critical of the South African-born 
billionaire.Musk's takeover also saw a surge in racist or 
hateful tweets, drawing scrutiny from regulators and 
chasing away big advertisers, Twitter's main source of 
revenue.
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NEWS BOX

Another sinkhole, third in 15 days; BWSSB to blame

TN centre to 
conserve, save turtles

CHENNAI. The state government 
h a s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  f o r e s t  
department’s proposal to build a 
Tu r t l e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  
Rehabilitation Centre at Guindy 
Children’s Park,  which is 
currently undergoing a facelift, in 
Chennai.The project costing Rs 
6.30 crore will have in-house 
treatment facilities to help injured 
turtles. “The centre will have 
facilities like turtle pool and turtle 
shed in addition to medical 
facilities for the rehabilitation of 
rescued turtles. It will act as a 
temporary home to sick and 
injured turtles before they are 
released back to their natural 
habitat,” said Supriya Sahu, 
addit ional  chief secretary,  
environment, forests and climate 
change department. Supriya Sahu 
said, “Every year during nesting 
season, several Olive Ridley 
turtles get hit by fishing boat 
engines and their flippers get 
damaged as they get entangled in 
nets. Hitherto, we didn’t have any 
facility to shelter and treat these 
turtles. They have to either fend 
for themselves or die a painful 
death. We are trying to address this 
gap.”Chief wildlife warden 
Srinivas R Reddy said the 
department doesn’t maintain a 
record of the number of injured 
turtles. “Besides treating the 
injured, the centre will also serve 
as a knowledge hub on turtle 
conservation,” he said. Sahu said a 
third-party audit will be done to 
evaluate the functioning of the 
centre and the fund will be 
released in installment on need 
basis. As part of the project, turtle 
migratory routes will be mapped 
using conventional flipper tagging 
and satellite telemetry, and turtle 
population at important nesting 
and foraging sites will be 
monitored. In-situ and ex-situ 
conservation will be promoted 
while assessing the impact of 
marine and coastal projects, Sahu 
said in the G.O.

government colleges, polytechnic institutes CHENNAI. With the transport department’s 
and ITIs. In 2015, the then AIADMK proposal to introduce smart cards for school 
government extended 100% concession to and college students remaining a non-starter 
students of community colleges, government-for over six years, the Metropolitan 
aided ITIs, music colleges and Chennai Transport Corporation (MTC) has begun 
corporation ITIs. In addition, 50% concession issuing them regular bus passes. Institute of 
in monthly pass was also introduced for Road Transport (IRT), the technological-
students of private arts-and-science colleges support arm of the transport department, 
and private polytechnic and engineering invited bids multiple times for issuing smart 
colleges. Since 2016, MTC has been receiving cards with barcode or QR code. However, 
compensation towards subsidies for carrying none participated in the bidding. Hence, 
4.5 lakh school and college students. Sources MTC recommenced issuance of bus passes 

free travel only twice a day, we are unable to from MTC said there was no official data on with PVC ID cards, said MTC officer. As of 
enforce the norms for the passes,” said an MTC the number of students availing of free travel in December last, 1.4 lakh passes have been 
officer. According to official estimates, buses. “Over 50% schools have not submitted issued to students from 1,150 schools in 
students belonging to 2,831 schools run by applications for bus passes as it was not Chennai city and outskirts. However, 
private institutions, government, government- mandatory for travel. We have sent multiple conductors are yet to be told to verify the 
aided trusts and local bodies in the city and reminders to schools to send applications,” passes during travel, said official sources.
outskirts had been getting free passes till “To make the travel hassle-free, TN government added the officer. For 2021-22, TN 
2018.Until 2013, free travel in MTC buses was decided to allow students to travel wearing government earmarked Rs 1,300 crore for 
permitted only for students of schools, school uniforms. Although the passes allow MTC and six other transport corporations.

BENGALURU. Another sinkhole the soil loose. The sinkhole on the dug up to connect houses with the could have become weak and 
appeared on the busy Maruthi Ittamadu Main Road which is 2 ft main sewage line. During the resulted in the road sinking,” she 
Nagar Main Road in Ittamadu on deep appeared around 11 am on process, some vibration or damage s a i d .  “ T h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  
Fr iday  morn ing ,  bu t  was  Friday. Residents and motorists would have taken place, it is infrastructure is neglected. There 
highlighted only on Sunday immediately placed stones and suspected. “We changed both the is absolutely no coordination 
morning when it was being bricks, barricading the area. They 1 0 0  m m  d i a m e t e r  h o u s e  between the civic agencies like 
attended to. This is the third such later informed BWSSB and traffic connection lines and 225 mm BWSSB and Bescom to ensure 
hole in the last 15 days and police officials. “We rushed to the diameter main line at this junction. bet ter  road infrastructure.  
agencies have blamed the spot and suspected it to be due to a The reason for the sinkhole could Somebody should be held 
Bangalore Water Supply and water pipe leak. We checked on also be due to a storm water drain responsible for three sinkholes in 
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) for Saturday morning as water is running along the BWSSB the last 15 days. To make things 
them.The third sinkhole appeared supplied to the surrounding areas pipeline and also due to ongoing better and to shame the civic 
just two days after BWSSB filled on Friday night checking. We Bangalore Electricity Supply bodies, we should mark the site 
a n o t h e r  s u c h  h o l e  o n  detected damage to the sewage Corporation Limited (Bescom) and make a ‘hall of shame’ board 
Mahalakshmi Layout Main Road. line,” said BWSSB Assistant cable works. The pipe may have and attribute the damage to the 
The previous one occurred due to a Executive Engineer Nandini KR. been damaged a while ago and concerned agency,” said Ashwin 
leak in the water pipeline, making because of the seepage, the soil Mahesh, an urban expert.She said that recently, the roads were 

three to four km on the busy Ullal Main Road BENGALURU. Jnanabarathi police have 
on Friday morning. Darshan’s brother Sujan arrested five persons in connection with the 
and friends Yashwanth and Vinay chased the dragging of a businessman on the car’s 
car and stopped it.bonnet. They were produced before the 

‘CHANGE IN ATTITUDE MUST TO jurisdictional magistrate on Saturday, and all 
PREVENT ACCIDENTS’five, including the 30-year-old software 

Bengaluru: More than 60% of road accident engineer, Priyanka, have been remanded in 
victims fall under the productive category of judicial custody for 14 days.
18-45 years ,  MA Saleem, Special  Priyanka’s  husband,  Pramod,  34,  a  
Commissioner of Police (Traffic) said. He businessman and their kin Nithish have been 

was speaking at the let off with a notice by the 
closing ceremony of the J n a n a b h a r a t h i  p o l i c e .  
‘National Road Safety Pramod was with his wife 
Week’ on Saturday.  when she was dragging 29-
U rg i n g  p e o p l e  t o  year-old  businessman,  
change their attitude Darshan, on her car’s bonnet. 
that accidents will Nithish was accused of 
happen to others and manhandling Darshan and 
why should they be also tearing his shirt. Pramod 
bothered about  i t ,  had recently undergone a 
S a l e e m  s a i d ,  knee surgery and was unable 
“Accidents can happen to drive his car and hence his 
any time. Last year, wife was driving it. The 

Karnataka witnessed 36,000 accidents. If we couple returned home after a routine check-
count all accidents where an FIR was not up at a hospital near the Ambedkar Institute of 
registered it will cross 1.25 lakh.” NV Prasad, Technology on the Outer Ring Road. 
secretary, Transport Department, said more Priyanka was arrested in an attempt to murder 
than enforcing rules by the authorities there is case (IPC 307) while Darshan, Yashwanth, 
a need for behavioural change among the Sujan and Vinay were arrested in assault or 
p u b l i c .  Tr a n s p o r t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  criminal force on woman with intent to 
Siddaramappa said awareness on road safety outrage her modesty (IPC 354). All the five 
is carried out all through the year and is not have been lodged at the Parappana Agrahara 
just restricted to one week.central prisons. Darshan was dragged for 

Businessman on bonnet: 
Five in judicial custody

MTC starts issuing regular 
passes for school students

Gym trainer loses 20kg 
to evade arrest, but 
caught

TN buses bound for AP, 
north from Chennai to start 

from Madhavaram

Court relief  for Roshan 
Baig in IMA case

Bengaluru: Namma Metro pillar crashed 
due to weak joint: IISc report

CHENNAI. All northbound buses from could be used to its full capacity. An arch 
Chennai, including private buses headed would also be built at Madhavaram for 
for Andhra Pradesh (AP), may soon start buses entering and exiting the bus 
their trip from Madhavaram Bus terminus.

The minister also stressed the need to Terminus. This comes after HR&CE and 
convert a portion of the dormitory for bus CMDA Minister PK Sekar Babu reviewed 
passengers into rooms for two, four and the Madhavaram Bus Terminus on 
six occupants.He also said additional Saturday.Currently, the bus terminus is not 
space would be provided for the stay of functioning at its full potential as state 
Andhra Pradesh State Transport  transport corporation buses to AP start 
Corporation employees at the terminus.trips from Koyambedu. All private buses 

Televisions would be installed in the waiting also ply from Koyambedu. This reduced 
areas of the bus terminus. An LED display patronage for buses from Madhavaram.
board would be installed for providing The minister, who reviewed the functioning 
information. Also, a drinking water of the bus terminus, said he would hold 
dispenser would be installed and toilets talks with the state transport minister to 
built for passengers at the MTC bus stand ensure that all northbound buses operate 
at the terminus.from Madhavram so that the bus terminus 

BENGALURU. Trying to evade arrest, a 28-
year-old robber shed 20 kg and rented a 
house close to the police station. However, 
he was finally nabbed after 45 days. The 
robber, Manjunath alias Gym Manja, is a 
resident of Siddhartha Layout in 
Kathriguppe. He had robbed a woman of 
her 45g gold chain worth around Rs 2.2 lakh 
on December 4 at Poorna Prajna Layout. 
The victim, Rukmini, had filed a complaint 
with the jurisdictional CK Achukattu police 
station. Police checked the CCTV footage 
and saw that a muscular man robbing the 
victim. “Manjunath was well-versed in 
controlling weight. To change his 
appearance, he reduced his weight, and 
looked lean, which was starkly different to 
the man in the CCTV footage. He also 
rented a place close to the police station and 
would regularly have tea at a particular tea 
stall outside the station.He would walk in 
front of the police station to find out if any 
policemen suspected him,” said an officer. 
The police had found out that the accused, 
after committing robbery, had not gone far. 
They used local intelligence sources and 
tracked down the man. The gold chain has 
also been recovered.

Elderly beaten to death 
over land dispute
CHENNAI. A 70-year-old man was allegedly 

beaten to death by his neighbour during an 
altercation over constructing a building on 
an empty plot near his house. The deceased 
was identified as S Perumal Naikar of Netaji 
Nagar in Kancheepuram. Police said he 
stayed alone in the house. Madan, an 
autorickshaw driver and Perumal’s 
neighbour, recently started rebuilding his 
house and allegedly encroached on a parcel 
of land lying between his and Perumal’s 
plots. “Perumal, saying that the land 
belonged to the government, gathered other 
residents and demanded that Madan stop the 
construction,” said police. On Thursday, 
Madan brought bricks and started laying a 
foundation, which led to an argument with 
Perumal. On Saturday morning also, they 
got into an argument and Madan crushed 
Perumal’s head with a stone. As Perumal lay 
bleeding, Madan fled. The Kanchi Taluk 
police registered a case and arrested Madan. 
He was later remanded.

BENGALURU. 10 days after a pillar recurrence of any incident.
crashed on the Outer Ring Road, “This could have been avoided if the 
killing a mother and her toddler-son, statement of methodology had been 
the Civil Engineering Department of formulated and clearly defined. This 
IISc, Bengaluru, submitted a 27- is important for projects which face 
page report, stating there was a gap strong winds and rainfall, and also 
which lead to the crash on Saturday. for tall structures,” he said, ruling 

Assessing the damages, professor out any possibility of poor quality 
Chandra Kishen JM of the materials being used. He said the 
department, has not blamed any any quality and testing certificates of 
contractor or engineer, but has materials used were assessed and a 
suggested certain changes to be report has been included in the 
implemented by BMRCL while report.
undertaking such projects involving Suggestions listed are that workers 
tall structures. Kishen told TNSE with at least 5-10 years of 
that since the structure was to be experience should be deployed for 
taller than 12m, two rods had to be such projects, the JEs appointed 
joined to make it 18m. should write safety exams governed 

There was a gap and that lead to by government agencies and 
supporting cables and enforcements departments, short term courses 
giving way. Since there is a flyover should be held for engineers, the 
nearby, he said the Metro pillar had agency undertaking the work should 
to be taller than that. He stated that it take lessons in the local language on 
has been learnt that a similar method safety measures for the workers and 
was planned near the Hebbal the engineers working should be 
flyover, and a thorough procedure recognised for their innovations on 
need to be followed to avoid site.

Kaaval Karangal by 
Chennai police bags 
Skoch Award

BENGALURU. A special court dismissed a 
petition filed by the competent authority 
seeking further order of attachment of 
properties of former minister R Roshan 
Baig absolute pursuant to the interim order 
of attachment issued by the state 
government in July 2021 in connection with 
the IMA scam, and released the properties 
from the attachment. “This court is of the 
opinion that the government’s interim order 
of attachment is not in consonance with the 
requirements of section 3 of the Karnataka 
Protection of Interest of Depositors in 
Financial Establishments (KPIDFE) Act, 
and thereby bad in the eye of the law,” said 
judge Shridhar Gopalakrishna Bhat, while 
cancelling the interim order of attachment 
and released the properties from the 
attachment.

CHENNAI. Chennai city police bagged the 
Skoch Award (Gold) for effectively 
implementing Kaaval Karangal programme 
to rescue abandoned individuals and 
performing the last rites of unclaimed 
bodies with the help of NGOs across the 
city.Skoch Award is presented for good 
governance in multiple fields, including 
hygiene,  policing, administration,  
handicraft, sports and health.Kaaval 
Karangal unit was formed on April 21, 2021, 
to help abandoned and destitute individuals 
in collaboration with Chennai corporation, 
social welfare department, old-age homes 
and NGOs.Till January 20, 2023, the unit 
rescued 3,864 homeless people, of which 
2,954 were sent to shelter homes, 479 
reunited with families, 78 admitted to 
several government hospitals and 353 sent 
to mental health hospitals.As many as 1,766 
unclaimed bodies were buried after 
conducting last rites, all with the help of 
volunteers. In 2019, the Greater Chennai 
Police received the Centre’s Skoch Award 
under swachh police station category as a 
result of their efforts in clearing abandoned 
and unclaimed vehicles from station 
premises.

Priyanka was arrested in an attempt to murder case (IPC 307) while 
Darshan, Yashwanth, Sujan and Vinay were arrested in assault or criminal 

force on woman with intent to outrage her modesty (IPC 354).

There was a gap and that lead to supporting cables and enforcements giving way. Since there is a flyover nearby, he said the Metro pillar had to be taller than that.

An arch would also be built at Madhavaram for buses entering and 
exiting the bus terminus.

There is absolutely no coordination between the civic agencies like BWSSB and Bescom to ensure better road infrastructure.

Six years on, no takers for smart card tender; 1.4 lakh bus passes issued till last December
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are becoming increasingly vulnerable to IT’s not only Joshimath that is sinking or crumbling. 
landslides. An average density of 1.25 landslides Land subsidence is also pervading other parts of 
per km has been recorded by scientists for the Uttarakhand, such as Uttarkashi and Karnaprayag. 
247-km-long stretch between Joshimath and In Himachal Pradesh, The Tribune has reported that 
Rishikesh on National Highway-7.houses have developed cracks in two villages of 

Mandi district, allegedly due to non-scientific The adverse impact of subsidence on livelihoods 
cutting of hills for a four-laning project. The link and businesses in Joshimath makes it obvious 
road leading to the two villages has been damaged that tourism cannot survive or thrive in the 
due to landslides, even as a huge tract of land has mountains unless adequate attention is paid to 
developed cracks. The spectre of a Joshimath-like sustainable development. It’s imperative for the 
disaster also looms large over the congested hill courts and tribunals to take a tough stand 
towns of Shimla and Darjeeling (West Bengal), whenever infrastructure projects — roads, 
which are popular among tourists. This is a problem tunnels, power plants etc. — ride roughshod over 
of Himalayan proportions, literally as well as ecological concerns. Last year, the National 
figuratively, not confined to any particular district or Green Tribunal had rightly set aside the state 
state. g o v e r n m e n t - a p p r o v e d  S h i m l a  D r a f t  

Development Plan-2041, terming it illegal and in Even as the current focus of the Centre and the 
conflict with its earlier order of regulating Uttarakhand Government is on the rehabilitation of construction, be it in the name of development or 

construction activity in the Himachal capital. Such Joshimath’s affected residents, there is a dire need for boosting tourism — has taken its toll on ecologically 
iron resolve, coupled with strict enforcement of long-term national and state-level plans for disaster fragile regions. It is ironical that major hospitality 
environmental norms, is needed to save the precious prevention in the Himalayas, prioritising it over chains are busy expanding their footprint in 
hills and their inhabitants.disaster management and mitigation. Unregulated Uttarakhand at a time when several areas of the state 

Great game in 
South Asia

ASER survey points to arduous path ahead

geological conditions where tunnelling could disturb the area. They are also warning signs of the THE tragedy befalling the township of Joshimath is a 
the local ecology in this mountainous region. In May devastation the next Himalayan flood could cumulative effect of the brazen apathy of the local 
2010, two researchers from Garhwal University and wreak. Although work on several highway and government to heed the repeated warnings from 
the Disaster Mitigation Management Centre power projects sanctioned during the last decade environmentalists, geologists, experts and most 
published a well-researched article in the journal is underway, there is an urgent need to review importantly, local people.Chandi Prasad Bhatt, a well-
Current Science, highlighting the following three these projects to strike a judicious balance known environmentalist connected with the Chipko 
risks facing Joshimath town: (1) The government between development work and environmental Movement, has lambasted successive governments for 
should not have overburdened the town through the concerns. This may dampen economic growth failing to act on warnings of the lurking dangers in 
tunnel alignment which was part of the hydropower and job creation, but it has to be carefully weighed Joshimath, submitted to the local government more than 
project.(2) The tunnelling process punctures the against the risks of an ecological disaster in the two decades ago. According to Bhatt, a study conducted 
water-bearing strata and causes harm in water area. For the administration in hill regions, these by 12 scientific organisations, including the National 
gushing out and flooding the area.(3) Inability to are tough but necessary calls to make.Hyderabad-Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA), had reported that 
understand the ecology and geology of the area based National Remote Sensing Centre of the over 99 per cent of the mapped area of Joshimath was 
before implementing large-scale infrastructure Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) landslide-prone in various degrees.Incidents of land 
projects such as hydropower projects and road recently released satellite images of Joshimath sinking in Joshimath were noticed as early as the 1970s. 
construction are acts of negligence by the and a preliminary report on land subsidence One of the earliest reports highlighting the vulnerability 
authorities.Over the years, Joshimath has become a which shows that the entire town may sink. of Joshimath dates back to 1976 when an 18-member 
gateway for a large number of pilgrims visiting Satellite images of Joshimath released by ISRO committee chaired by MC Mishra warned that the town 
Badrinath and Hemkund Sahib, besides providing show that the Himalayan town sank at a rapid pace of Joshimath is ‘geologically unstable’ and suggested 

the Supreme Court panel on the ‘Char Dham’ all-passage to tourists going to Auli. According to a of 5.4 cm in just 12 days, triggered by a possible several restrictions and remedial measures.The Mishra 
weather road project, stated during a press conference report, experts believe that unplanned construction, subsidence event on January 12. The images show that Committee was set up to probe the cause of landslides 
organised by Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti last overpopulation, hydropower projects and obstruction of the Joshimath-Auli road is also going to collapse due to and the sinking of Joshimath town. The report suggested 
week that a scientific paper ‘Change in hydraulic the natural flow of water may have led to the present land subsidence. The finding in the preliminary report of a ban on heavy construction around Joshimath. This 
properties of rock mass due to tunnelling’, published in disaster in Joshimath.Following the Kedarnath tragedy ISRO is indeed frightening.Following the alarm caused report revealed that Joshimath, located in an ancient 
2015, mentioned that repeated bursting and trapping of in 2013, a two-member Bench of the Supreme Court had by the sinking of Joshimath town, the Uttarakhand landslide zone, was built on a loose, unconsolidated 
the tunnel boring machine for the construction of the taken cognisance of the ecological hazard caused by Government has set up a seven-member panel surface with the material beneath being soil and debris. 
12.1-km tunnel from Helang to Tapovan in Uttarakhand hydel projects in Uttarakhand. This led to the stay of 24 comprising experts from IIT Roorkee, the Geological As a result, this area does not have a high load-bearing 
had led to cracks in the area. This gives credence to the proposed plants on the Alaknanda and Bhagirath river Survey of India, the National Institute of Hydrology and capacity. This report cautioned against “unplanned 
assertion being made by the environmentalists and local basins. An experts’ panel chaired by environmentalist the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology to conduct a development in this area” and identified its “natural 
people that what has happened in Joshimath is a result of Ravi Chopra mentioned in its report in 2014 that there field survey in Joshimath. The expert panel’s field vulnerabilities”. It further mentioned that the dearth of 
the tunnelling exercise conducted by the NTPC. The was a direct as well as indirect role of hydropower assessment draft report after the initial survey on adequate drainage facilities was also responsible for 
project, which also envisages a concrete barrage 15 km projects in the aggravation of the floods of 2013. The Joshimath has pointed out that sediment-laden water, landslides in the region.Ignoring this warning of the 
upstream of Joshimath, has been drawing flak from the Supreme Court directed the Union Government to gushing out of an unknown underground source, might Mishra Committee, a number of hydropower projects 
public for the crisis facing the town due to land outline a policy regarding hydropower projects, but it is have caused arcuate-shaped erosion and cracks as deep have been sanctioned in this region since then. These 
subsidence.Garhwal division is among India’s most yet to come. Divergent views among Union ministries — as 1 metre.The Joshimath development should serve as a include the Vishnugad project in Joshimath Tapovan 
vulnerable regions. The Kedarnath floods of 2013 and Environment and Power on one side and Water wake-up call not only for Uttarakhand but also for all region. Local people and activists in the region allege 
the Chamoli disaster of 2021 killed about 200 people in Resources on the other — appear to have delayed the other states in the ecologically sensitive region of that a private agency which conducted the survey for 
Joshimath’s vicinity and damaged two hydel projects in response.Ravi Chopra, who was also the Chairperson of seismically vulnerable states in north India.this project failed to take cognisance of fragile 

Himalayan challenge

To slam Prime Minister Narendra Modi over an 
allegation made by former British foreign 
secretary Jack Straw in a BBC documentary on 
the 2002 Gujarat riots would be to endorse the 
words of a politician who lied about Saddam 
Hussein’s non-existent Weapons of Mass 
Destruction to legitimise the Iraq war, which led 
to the death of about 3 lakh Iraqi citizens. Then, to 
attack Straw for his comments on Modi would be 
to condone the terrible commissions and 
omissions of the Gujarat Government that led to 
the death of about 2,000 people (around 1,000, as 
per official figures), mostly Muslims, in the riots. 
This may not be a dilemma for the desi godi 
media, which lunges at all enemies of the ruling 
party and, similarly, it is no predicament for the 
videshi godi media desperate to bring down the 
Modi government to replace him with someone 
who would listen better to western powers.So, the 
moral compasses of the desi and videshi godi 
media outlets tilt violently, favouring their 
benefactors and de-legitimising their patrons’ 
detractors incessantly. Of course, there is a huge 
qualitative chasm between the likes of Vivek 
Agnihotri and Joe Wright, even when both do 
‘vulgar propaganda’. While Modi’s cheerleaders 
fail to accept and analyse the complicity of the 
Gujarat Police in the riots, there will never be a 
sense of proportion among Modi’s enemies who 
use the term ‘pogrom’ for the terrible massacre in 
Gujarat, but not for the genocide of 30 lakh people 
in East Pakistan in 1971 or for the 3 lakh Iraqis 
dead.The lakhs who were killed in East Pakistan 
or Iraq do not seem to deserve inquiries, 
investigations or 20th or 50th anniversary special 
documentaries. Obviously, if it is a great sense of 
empathy for hapless victims that shapes foreign 
policy and drives the British diplomatic corps and 
their public-funded media, then there would have 
been similar exercises to not just unearth the 
perpetrators of the Bangladesh holocaust and 
destruction of Iraq, but also to interrogate the 
Churchillian administration for the 30 lakh 
people killed in the Bengal famine.

Clearly, Straw is trying to focus on the Hindu-
Muslim faultline in India, which historically the 
British had sharpened, trying to latch on to it for 
their empire’s survival. It is difficult not to recall 
Pakistan foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari’s outburst at the United Nations Security 
Council briefing, just a month ago, when he called 
Modi the ‘butcher of Gujarat’. Straw’s comments 
to the BBC could be read as a sophisticated 
version of Bilawal’s outburst.Belying Straw’s 
claims of ‘ethnic cleansing’ and Bilawal’s name-
calling, the Muslim population of Gujarat grew 
by over 12 lakh between 2001 and 2011, unlike 
the Hindu population of East Pakistan, which was 
decimated forever. Bilawal’s grandfather ZA 
Bhutto — along with army generals Yahya Khan, 
Tikka Khan and AAK Niazi — ought to have been 
tried in an international court on the lines of the 
Nuremberg trials. But then, Pakistan’s Anglo-
American allies not just allowed the butchers and 
their families to flourish, but they were also given 
political legitimacy and a happy home in western 
capitals.Interestingly, just weeks after Bilawal 
called Modi names, Bilawal’s boss, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, pleaded for talks with 
India, going to the extent of admitting to the 
mistakes made in the wars between the two 
countries. Though he got the number of the wars 
wrong (Pakistan has launched four, and not three 
wars), he got the facts right. Pakistan has sunk 
further and further into the abyss of poverty after 
every war. But this has to be credited not to the 
Indian genius, but to Pakistan’s western handlers 
that have been using the country against India and 
to build bridges with China. Even the latest 
largesse of $450 million military aid to Pakistan 
could be a token of gratitude for helping ease the 
US-China impasse.Altogether, Bilawal’s 
outburst, Sharif’s offer of talks and Straw’s 
comments could be categorised as an attempt to 
paint India and its Prime Minister as the villain of 
the piece. But this is not going to achieve the 
western strategic objective, if any, because a BBC 
documentary or the interview of a Pakistan prime 
minister can no longer influence Indian public 
opinion as they used to do.

THE 2022 Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) is an 
invaluable document that surveys the state of education in 
rural India in the formative age group of 3-16 years. India 
must be grateful to Pratham Foundation, a non-
governmental organisation that has been rendering 
yeoman’s service in the education sector for putting this 
comprehensive report together — more so, given the 
current aridity of national surveys and credible HDI 
(human development indicator) statistics. The last such 
ASER survey was conducted in 2018 and the Covid years 
led to a gap that has now been redressed.

ASER-2022 is derived from a detailed household survey 
conducted across 616 rural districts across the country 
covering almost 7 lakh children in the designated age 
group. A preliminary analysis of some of the data 
provides some links, albeit non-linear, with the national 
security lattice and warrants objective policy review and 
deliberation.The quantitative bullet points of the report 
are encouraging and a praiseworthy strand is the fact that 
almost 98.4 per cent of students in the age bracket of 6-14 
years are now enrolled in schools in rural India. The trend 
is positive and shows that there has been a steady 
improvement in enrolment from 96.6 per cent in 2010 to 
96.7 per cent in 2014 and 97.2 per cent in 2018 to 98.4 per 
cent in 2022.However, it is the qualitative aspect of 
ASER-2022 that is a cause for deep concern in relation to 
young India and the findings are incongruous for a nation 
that has, in a heady mix of emotive nationalism and 
misplaced certitude, now cast itself as a ‘vishwaguru’ 
(world teacher).Since education is a state subject in India, 
there are variations in the learning skills of children and 
one point that merits attention is Maharashtra-related — 
one of the more progressive states apropos of per capita 
and human security indicators.The report noted that there 

batch of Agniveers of the three armed forces and The second track that links education to national security
was an alarming decline in maths skills among 

congratulated them for being pioneers of a new and which is relevant to Indian policymakers is contained
government school students and the numbers are 

recruitment scheme. He added that the way wars are being in a survey by a US academic, Caroline Wagner, of the
revealing — whereas 28 per cent of Class-III children 

fought in the 21st century is changing and that Ohio State University. Her study revealed that in 2019,
could do subtraction in 2018 and 31 and 41 per cent of 

‘technologically advanced soldiers will play a key role in Chinese authors published a greater proportion of the
Classes V and VIII could do division in a satisfactory 

our armed forces’.The issue that merits interrogation is most influential scientific papers globally — 8,422,
manner, the corresponding percentage in 2022 was 18.5 

whether the prevailing education setup, as assessed by followed by the USA, 7,959, and EU, 6,074. In 2022, the
(Class III); 20 (Class V) and 38 (Class VIII).

ASER 2022, is the most viable ecosystem to nurture the Wagner study indicated that “Chinese researchers
This decline in one state (Maharashtra) could be attributed 

kind of technologically enabled soldier that PM Modi published three times as many papers on artificial
to a variety of factors, including Covid-induced 

envisions. While it is true that recruitment to the Indian intelligence as US researchers.” To the extent that
disruptions in teaching methodologies and the quality of 

military at all levels is fiercely competitive and that only citations are an indicator of the quality of research,
schools, teachers, student abilities et al, but another data 

the best and brightest qualify to don the uniform, it is valid Chinese authors were leading in the top 1 per cent of most
strand is instructive. The report highlighted the trend 

to extrapolate and note that in the coming decades, cited papers in many S&T disciplines.
towards private tuitions, wherein at an all-India level, the 

educated youth will only burnish the image of composite If a robust national R&D, industrial and manufacturing
percentage of students who took such an option increased 

national security. The reverse is that an increasing base was deemed to be a critical determinant of composite
from 26.4 to 30.5 in 2022. While Bihar topped the list at 

percentage of uneducated youth will transmute India’s military capability in the 20th century, it is axiomatic that
71.7 per cent, the exceptions to this increase in private 

aspiration of a productive demographic dividend into a in the current era, a high quality national education
tuition are Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 

demographic drag factor — with the worst-case exigency ecosystem is central to acquiring the kind of
Tripura.

of them morphing into an unemployable and frustrated technological profile that a major power needs to deal
The link between the overall index of education across pan-India demographic cluster, with attendant internal with the complex challenges it will have to grapple with.

India and national security can be reviewed on two tracks. security implications. ASER-2022 points to the arduous path ahead for India.
On January 16, PM Narendra Modi addressed the first 

Prioritise sustainable development to save the hills

Editorial

If a robust national R&D, industrial and manufacturing base was deemed to be a critical determinant of composite military capability in the 20th century, it is axiomatic that in the current era, a high quality national 
education ecosystem is central to acquiring the kind of technological profile that a major power needs to deal with the complex challenges it will have to grapple with.

Although work on highway and power projects sanctioned during the last decade is underway, there is an urgent need to review these projects to strike a judicious balance between 

development work and environmental concerns. This may dampen economic growth and job creation, but it has to be carefully weighed against the risks of an ecological disaster in the area.

Heed Joshimath warning before it’s too late
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NATIONAL 8

New Delhi. The Delhi Police has several days. Bones recovered from that her body was chopped into 35 
prepared a draft chargesheet in the the forests of Chhatarpur and the pieces with a saw-like object. The key 
Shraddha Walkar murder case with a DNA report which confirmed that the breakthrough came when 13 
mix of forensic and electronic bones belonged to Shraddha Walkar decomposed body parts, mostly 
evidence along with 100 testimonies. will form part of the charge sheet. pieces of bones, were retrieved from 
The draft of the chargesheet has been Two DNA reports had confirmed that the forests of south Delhi. Aaftab in 
prepared by the officials and legal bones retrieved from forests in South his confession, told police that the 
experts are looking into it. The 3,000- Delhi belong to Walkar. Apart from couple had been at odds since moving 
page draft chargesheet with a mix of this, the confession of Aftab to Delhi and he killed her after an 
forensic and electronic evidence Poonawala and the report of the narco argument. 
along with 100 testimonies is likely to test are also included, although both  Delhi Police have also recovered a saw, 
form the core of the final chargesheet, these reports may not hold much several knives and many other tools 
sources told India Today. importance in court. From a from the flat where Walkar was killed 

prosecution standpoint, Poonawala’s  SHRADDHA WALKAR MURDER last year.
confession to police would not have CASE  The murder came to fore when a friend 
been enough for a conviction. The Aaftab Poonawala allegedly strangled informed Walkar’s father, Vikas 
gory details about Walkar's murder his live-in partner Shraddha and cut Madan Walkar, that he had not heard 
shook the entire nation after the Delhi her body into 35 pieces which he kept from her for at least two months. 
Police arrested Aaftab on November in a fridge at his residence in Mehrauli Aaftab also used Shraddha's social 
12 last year. The autopsy report of the in south Delhi in May last year, before media accounts for months to give an 
bones of Shraddha Walkar revealed dumping them across the city over impression that she was alive.

'SRK called me at 2 am': Himanta Sarma 
assures security amid Pathaan row

Delhi Police readies 3000-page draft chargesheet 
in Shraddha Walkar murder case

media for making soft target to the prestige of New Delhi. The Wrestling Federation of India 
the present management of the WFI as well as (WFI) has written to the sports ministry, 
the sitting president of WFI,” the letter read. stressing that the protesters at Delhi’s Jantar 

Mantar should not be taken seriously since they The WFI said that it is “managed by an elected 
“have evidently acted more in personal interest body as per its constitution” and “therefore, 
or under undue pressure or under any larger, there is no scope for arbitrariness and 
bigger conspiracy to malign and defame” its mismanagement of WFI by any one individual, 
chief. It even appeared to question the timing of including the president”.No player has ever 
the protests, saying: “It would also be worth approached the management with their 
drawing attention that even the next election for grievances, the federation’s letter to the 
the management of WFI is due in the near ministry said. “No one has specifically brought 
future of the year 2023.” The letter accused the to the notice of the management of WFI with 
protesters of being a part of “a deeper and a respect to any grievances about policy, rules, 
larger conspiracy with vested interest”. “The regulations, instructions etc. of the WFI,” it 
manner and method of protestors/wrestlers to said. The sitting management of the WFI is 
air their allegation by sitting on dharna and also wrestling oriented and not wrestler centric,” the 
doing a press conference certainly is part of a federation wrote, adding that help and support letter said. The federation refused to accept the sexual harassment is accepted, nor has ever 
deeper and a larger conspiracy with vested are extended to wrestlers “either as per the sex harassment allegations, calling them been noticed nor found, nor, so far complained, 
interest, either by putting pressure on some policy, rules, regulations, instructions etc. of “malicious and unfounded”. Information about nor reported to the sexual harassment 
weak wrestlers for vested interest or for gaining the WFI or the Government of India or the Sexual Harassment Committee of WFI is committee of the WFI. Hence, the allegations 
ground for themselves by maligning and international body”. It “does not allow whims available on the website of WFI and any to that effect are equally malicious and 
defaming the management of the WFI or its and fancies of coaches or wrestlers”, the WFI aggrieved person or wrestler can approach the unfounded, without there being any truth in the 
president or the coaches and not otherwise,” the asserted.committee, it said. “Not any single allegation of matter except to come to public through the 

'Malicious, unfounded': Wrestling body writes to 
sports ministry over sexual harassment claims

slogans were also raised during the New Delhi. A day after Assam Chief 
vandalism. The right-wing group Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
justified their violent protest by said "who is Shah Rukh Khan" 
calling it an action in "honour of after reporters raised questions on 
dharma".violence at a theatre where the 

actor's ‘Pathaan’ will be released, PATHAAN ROW
Sarma said that SRK called him at Pathaan, one of the most awaited 
2 am on Saturday morning. The movies of 2023, stars Deepika 
chief minister also said that he Padukone alongside SRK and 
assured the actor that it’s the duty features John Abraham as the 
of the state government to maintain antagonist. SRK and his film Pathaan 
law and order and ensured him that are facing backlash for showing Khan? I don't know anything about 
no such untoward incidents would Deepika Padukone in a saffron bikini him or his film Pathaan". Sarma also 
take place. "Bollywood actor Shri in the song 'Besharam Rang'. Many said that the people of the state should 
@iamsrk called me and we talked leaders, including from the Vishwa be concerned about Assamese and not 
today morning at 2 am. He expressed Hindu Parishad, have demanded a ban Hindi films. "Khan has not called me, 
concern about an incident in Guwahati on the film.though many from Bollywood do so, 
during screening of his film. I assured Madhya Pradesh Home Minister regarding the problem. But if he does, 
him that it’s duty of state govt to Narottam Mishra had also objected to I will look into the matter. Action will 
maintain law & order. We’ll enquire actor Deepika Padukone's costume in be taken if law and order has been 
and ensure no such untoward the song, calling for a rectification. violated and a case has been filed," he 
incidents," Assam CM wrote on The  Cen t r a l  Boa rd  o f  F i lm  said. Two days back, Bajrang Dal 
Twitter. On Saturday when Himanta Certification (CBFC) later directed the activists, stormed a theatre at Narengi 
Sarma was asked about Pathaan makers of Pathaan to implement in the city on Friday where the film is 
posters being burnt in Guwahati changes in the movie, including its slated to be screened. The right wing 
theatres by Bajrang Dal activists, songs, in accordance with board group's volunteers tore down the film's 
Assam CM said, "Who is Shah Rukh guidelines.posters and burnt them. "Jai Shri Ram" 

Delhi's air quality in 
'poor' category with 
overall AQI at 245, 
smog engulfs city

New Delhi. The air quality in Delhi dipped to the 
'poor' category on Sunday morning with the overall 
air quality index (AQI) of the city at 245. The 
visibility was low in several areas as the smog 
engulfed the city. While the overall AQI of the city 
was at 245, the AQI in the Anand Vihar area, as per 
the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), was 
at 424. The AQI in the Pusa road area was in the 
'severe' category at 412, while in the RK Puram 
area, the AQI was 430. Meanwhile, the AQI in the 
IGI Airport (T3) area was 383 on Sunday morning. 
The visibility near Lodhi road and India Gate was 
low due to the smog in the morning.

DELHI WEATHER UPDATE
Delhiites witnessed a respite from nail-biting cold on 

Saturday which has been prevailing since the first 
week of January. However, the weather 
department had predicted light to moderate rainfall 
could hit the national capital over the next two 
days. The temperature is expected to drop a little in 
the city near the end of January.

The latest forecast read, "Delhi will cover in mist in 
the morning and the sky will be generally clear 
throughout the day. The maximum and minimum 
temperature would be 13 and 08 degree Celsius 
respectively." The minimum temperature is 
expected to hover around 8 degrees Celsius and the 
maximum temperature at 22 degrees Celsius on 
January 22, 2023. The weather department has 
predicted moderate fog in the city. As per the 
IMD's seven-day prediction, moderate to light 
rainfall could occur from January 24 to January 28.

The court said all offences 

attracted imprisonment of less 

than seven years and that except 

section 354 of the IPC, all offences 

are bailable in nature.

The federation 

refused to accept 

the sex 

harassment 

allegations, 

calling them 

“malicious and 

unfounded”.,,

,,

60-year-old man thrashed by woman 
constables in Bihar's Kaimur 

New Delhi. A 60-year-old teacher bicycle and then started beating intervened. I was so ashamed that I 
was brutally thrashed by two him for no reason. did not lodge any complaint in the 
woman constables on traffic duty in police station. Due to their beating, In the video, it can be seen that the 
broad daylight in Bihar's Kaimur my legs and hands were swollen. I man tries to shield himself but 
district on Friday. A video of the want justice," the elderly teacher several blows land on his hands. He 
incident taken by passersby has said. Following the incident, pleaded with them to let him leave, 
also gone viral on social media. Kaimur superintendent of police but the two women continue to hit 

(SP) Lalit Mohan Sharma said that In the video, it can be seen that the him and shout at him."I am an 
he took cognisance of the video clip man, identified as Nawal Kishor English teacher at DPS Parmalpur. 
and will look into the matter. He has Pandey, of Barhuli village, was I was stopped by two lady 
sought a report from the Deputy thrashed with batons in the middle constables when I was crossing the 
superintendent of police (DSP) of the road by two female road with my bicycle. They stopped 
within 24 hours.constables. The incident took place me but I ignored it and moved on," 

at Jay Prakash Chowk in Bhabua. he said. SP Lalit Sharma said, "As soon as the 
Nawal Kishore Pandey was matter came to our notice, we asked WAS HIT 20 TIMES
crossing the road on his bicycle the DSP of the area to investigate "One of the constables came in front 
when the woman constables into the matter and submit the of the bicycle and the other one 
signalled him to stop. The man did report within 24 hours." Looking at stood behind my bicycle and lathi-
not stop and said something but the the preliminary investigation, the charged me. I asked them to stop 
constables assumed that he abused SP said that strict action will be but they did not listen. More than 20 
them, the reports said. The taken as soon as the report is rounds of batons were showered on 
constables then allegedly pulled his received.me. They stopped only after a man 

Amid the ongoing Pathaan row, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said 

that Shah Rukh Khan called him at 2 am in the morning. The CM stated that he 

assured SRK that it’s the duty of the state government to maintain law and order. The smog engulfed Delhi as the 
air quality dipped to the 'poor' 

category on Sunday morning. The 
overall air quality index (AQI) of 

the city was 245.

Man accused of  molesting 
Delhi women's body chief  
Swati Maliwal granted bail

New Delhi. The man accused of molesting and dragging 
Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) chief Swati 
Maliwal was granted bail by a court on Saturday. The 
court said it would be unfair to subject the accused to a 
premature trial at the present stage. DCW chief Swati 
Maliwal had alleged she was molested and dragged for 
10-15 meters by a drunk driver after her hand got stuck 
in his car's window at 3 am outside the AIIMS on 
Thursday. The accused, identified as Harish Chandra, 
was arrested by the Delhi Police and was subsequently 
remanded in judicial custody. The court said all 
offences attracted imprisonment of fewer than seven 
years and that except Section 354 (assault or criminal 
force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty) of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), all offences are bailable in 
nature. “I am of the view that no useful purpose will be 
served by keeping the accused behind bars. 
Accordingly, accused Harish Chander is admitted to 
bail subject to furnishing a bail bond of Rs 50,000 with 
one surety of the like amount,” Metropolitan Magistrate 
Sanghmitra said.The court also pronounced other 
conditions of the bail and told the accused not to commit 
a similar offence and to join the investigation as and 
when needed. Some other conditions stated that the 
accused should not tamper with evidence, provide his 
address and phone number, and not contact, meet or 
threaten the complainant, her family members, and 
other witnesses, directly or indirectly. “No doubt that 
the nature of accusations is serious and is a relevant 
consideration at this stage of deciding the application of 
bail. However, it is not the only test or factor to be 
considered. It is the basic principle of criminal law that 
the accused is presumed to be innocent until proven 
guilty and it would be impermissible for the court, at 
this stage, while deciding the bail application, to subject 
the accused to a pre-mature trial,” the court said. 

DCW CHIEF MOLESTED BY AAP WORKER, 
SAYS BJP

Meanwhile, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) claimed that 
Swati Maliwal was molested and dragged by an AAP 
worker. The BJP also sought Maliwal’s suspension until 
the probe is over."Social media reports on this, as well 
as media reports, indicate that the eve teaser involved, 
Harish Chandra Suryavanshi, is an active worker of 
Delhi's ruling Aam Aadmi Party from Sangam Vihar," 
Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor 
wrote in a letter to the national capital’s Lieutenant 
Governor, VK Saxena.He also claimed that the incident 
was “a conspiracy with a motive of painting the image 
of Delhi as an unsafe city for women”.

A video of an elderly teacher being thrashed by two woman constables in Bihar's Kaimur is making rounds on social media. The 
Superintendent of Police of the district sought a report from the Deputy superintendent of police (DSP) within 24 hours.
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BUSINESS 10

Four of  top-10 firms add Rs 
82,481 cr in mcap; HDFC Bank 
shines

PNB launches credit card 
against FDs digitally; Check 
imp features and how to 
apply

New Delhi. on a widespread pullback from the Binance, the world’s 
largest cryptocurrency exchange, cryptocurrency industry in the wake 
said Signature Bank will only of the FTX blowup.The shift comes 
handle user transactions of more after the Federal Deposit Insurance 
than $100,000 as the bank decreases Corporation warned of crypto-asset 
its exposure to digital-asset risks. The FDIC is the primary US 
markets.“One of our fiat banking federal regulator of banks that are 
partners, Signature Bank, has 

chartered by the states that do not join 
advised that it will no longer support 

the Federal Reserve System. While any of its crypto exchange 
banking organizations are neither customers with buying and selling 
prohibited nor discouraged from amounts of less than 100,000 USD 
providing banking services to as of February 1, 2023. This is the 
customers of any specific class or case for all of their crypto exchange 
type, business models that are clients. As a result, some individual traditional finance companies such as 

concentrated in crypto-asset-related users may not be able to use SWIFT Signature and Silvergate Capital, 
bank transfers to buy or sell crypto activities or have concentrated which saw its shares tumble as much as 
with/for USD for amounts less than exposures to the crypto-asset sector 40% after the bank disclosed its 
100,000 USD,” Binance said in a raise significant safety and soundness customers withdrew about $8.1 billion 
statement sent to Bloomberg News on concerns, FDIC said in a Jan. 5 of digital-asset deposits during the 
Saturday.No other banking partners statement.fourth quarter. Signature’s shares fell 
are impacted, a Binance spokesperson Binance said it’s “actively working to 64% last year.
said. SWIFT is a network used by 

find an alternative solution,” in the Signature, which is based in New York, financial institutions to transmit 
statement. And that “0.01% of our said in December that it intended to i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
average monthly users are serviced by shed as much as $10 billion in deposits instructions.Contagion fears in the 
Signature Bank.”from digital asset clients as it embarks digital assets market have reached 

Four of  top-10 firms add Rs 82,481 cr 
in mcap; HDFC Bank, Adani Total shine

Signature Bank pulls back from crypto 
transactions below $100,000: Binance

seen in the preceding year.Also, a similar growth trend for gold ETFs, NEW DELHI. Inflow in gold exchange 
SIP's flows too have witnessed a some preferential comforts should be traded funds (ETFs) plunged by 90 per 
significant rise with investors likely provided in taxation to gold ETFs and cent to Rs 459 crore in 2022 due to rising 
redeeming out of other asset classes reducing the LTCG (Long-Term prices of yellow metal, increasing interest 
in favour of equity funds.Globally, Capital Gain) to half can be a great first rate structure coupled with inflationary 
uncertainties around the Russia- step to push this.Generally, investors pressures.This was way lower than an 
Ukraine war and a hawkish stance invest in gold for long term and inflow of Rs 4,814 crore seen in the 
by the US Federal Reserve among categorising this in a tax saving segment during 2021 and Rs 6,657 crore 
other factors have led to record category similar to ELSS will have a in 2020, data with Association of Mutual 
outflows from gold ETFs, Krishnan mass adoption as gold as an asset is Funds in India (Amfi) showed.However, 
added.Despite this, gold ETFs close to the Indian audience and such the asset base of gold ETFs and investors' 
continued to see inflow, although moves by the government will not account or folio numbers increased in 
the quantum of investment in the only push mass adoption of gold ETFs 2022 from the preceding year."A rising 
category declined last year, but will also make this asset class price (of gold) probably puts some investors have become more inclined 
compared to preceding two years.The much more prevalent across the users, he pressure on investors, with a lot of people towards gold related funds.Going 
positive inflow helped in pushing assets added.holding back their investments while they forward, the segment may get more 
under management of gold funds by over wait for a correction. A rising interest rate inflow in case there is a volatility in the Gold ETF, which aims to track the domestic 
16 per cent to Rs 21,455 crore at the end of structure coupled with inflationary market due to change in the interest rate physical gold price, are passive 
December 2022 from Rs 18,405 crore a pressures that the economy has been regime across the globe, Swapnil investment instruments that are based on 
year ago.Gold, with its superlative witnessing for most part of this year has Bhaskar, head of strategy, Niyo (neo-bank gold prices and invest in gold bullion.
performance over the last few years, has also posed challenges," Kavitha for millennials) said.Manish Maryada, In short, gold ETFs are units representing 
attracted significant investor interest and Krishnan, senior analyst manager CEO and co-founder, Fello, game based physical gold which may be in paper or 
the consistent surge in their folio numbers research, Morningstar India, said. savings app, said that SGBs (Sovereign dematerialised form. One gold ETF unit is 
is a testimony of the same. Gold Bonds) have been making more On the domestic front, investors are equal to 1 gram of gold and is backed by 

noise in the market. Press and people During the year, the folio numbers in gold preferring to invest in equities over other physical gold of very high purity. They 
speak much more about SGBs than gold ETFs surged by 14.29 lakh to 46.28 lakh asset classes with the segment attracting combine the flexibility of stock 
ETFs because of the tax benefits in December 2022 from 32.09 lakh in an investment of Rs 1.6 lakh crore in investment and simplicity of gold 
associated with SGBs. Now in order to get December 2021. This shows that 2022, way higher than Rs 96,700 crore investments.

Inflow in gold ETFs drops 90% in 2022; 
asset base, investors account grow

New Delhi. Four of the 10 most valued 
firms together added Rs 82,480.67 
crore in market valuation last week, 
with HDFC Bank and Adani Total Gas 
emerging as the top gainers.While 
Infosys and HDFC were the other 
gainers, Reliance Industries, Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), ICICI 
Bank, Hindustan Unilever, State Bank 
of  Ind ia  and  Li fe  Insurance  
Corporation of India (LIC) faced 

Bank of India declined by Rs e r o s i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  m a r k e t  
valuation.Last week, the 30-share BSE 7,095.07 crore to  reach Rs 
benchmark Sensex climbed 360.59 5,28,426.26 crore.The market 
points or 0.59 per cent.The valuation of valuation of TCS fell by Rs 4,592.11 

9,236.74 crore to Rs 6,41,921.69 crore.HDFC Bank rallied Rs 33,432.65 crore crore to Rs 12,30,045 crore and that 
to Rs 9,26,187.54 crore, the most However, the market capitalisation of ICICI Bank dipped Rs 1,960.45 
among the top-10 firms.Adani Total (mcap) of Hindustan Unilever tumbled crore to Rs 6,07,345.37 crore.
Gas, the new entrant to the coveted list, Rs 17,246 crore to Rs 5,98,758.09 Reliance Industries remained the most 
added Rs 22,667.1 crore, taking its crore.The valuation of Reliance valued domestic firm, followed by 
market valuation to Rs 4,30,933.09 Industries tanked Rs 16,676.24 crore to TCS, HDFC Bank, Infosys, ICICI 
crore.HDFC's valuation jumped Rs Rs 16,52,604.31 crore.The mcap of Bank, Hindustan Unilever, State Bank 17,144.18 crore to Rs 4,96,067.07 LIC went lower by Rs 8,918.25 crore to of India (SBI), HDFC, LIC and Adani crore and that of Infosys climbed Rs Rs 4,41,864.34 crore and that of State Total Gas.

343 infrastructure projects show cost 
overruns of  Rs 4.5 lakh crore

year of commissioning nor the tentative 
gestation period has been reported

Out of the 835 delayed projects, 160 have 
overall delays in the range of 1-12 
months, 134 have been delayed for 13-24 
months, 411 projects for 25-60 months 
and 130 projects have been delayed for 61 
months and above.The average time 
overrun in these 835 delayed projects is 
40.5 months.Reasons for time overruns as 
repoted by various project implementing 
agencies include delay in land 
acquisition, delay in obtaining forest and 
environment clearances, and lack of 
infrastructure support and linkages.Delay 
in tie-up for project financing, finalisation As many as 343 infrastructure projects, 
of detailed engineering, change in scope, each entailing an investment of Rs 150 
tendering, ordering and equipment crore or more, have been hit by cost 
supply, and law and order problems were overruns of more than Rs 4.5 lakh crore, 
among the other reasons.The report also as per an official report.According to the 
cited state-wise lockdowns due to Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
COVID-19 (imposed in 2020 and 2021) Implementation, which monitors 
a s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e l a y  i n  infrastructure projects of Rs 150 crore and 
implementation of these projects.It has above, out of 1,438 projects, 343 reported 
also been observed that project agencies overall cost overruns of Rs 4,50,274.77 crore, or 54.13 per cent of the anticipated cost overruns and as many as 835 projects 
are not reporting revised cost estimates crore (22.12% of original cost)," the cost of the projects.However, the number were delayed."Total original cost of 
and commissioning schedules for many ministry's latest report for December of delayed projects decreases to 673 if implementation of the 1438 projects was 
projects, which suggests that time/cost 2022 said.According to the report, delay is calculated on the basis of the Rs 20,35,794.75 crore and their 
overrun figures are under-reported, it expenditure incurred on these projects till latest schedule of completion.Further, it anticipated completion cost is likely to be 
added.December 2022 was Rs 13,45,794.16 showed that for 342 projects neither the Rs 24,86,069.52 crore, which reflects 

Twitter plans to roll out 
zero ads subscription 

model, says Elon Musk
New Delhi. Elon Musk said he will revamp the 

size and frequency of advertisements that appear 
on Twitter and plans to roll out a higher-priced 
subscription model that allows for zero ads.

“Ads are too frequent on Twitter and too big. 
Taking steps to address both in coming weeks,” 
Musk said Saturday on Twitter. He didn’t give 
details on what will be done or how the new 
subscription model will be priced.

Musk has sought to diversify the company’s 
business away from advertising dollars since he 
acquired the platform in October, pinning his 
hopes on revenue from “Twitter Blue” 
subscriptions. The company is struggling to stem 
losses in its ad revenue as brands pull back from 
the site amid concern about its moderation 
policies. Musk, for his part, has said he doesn’t 
want the platform to become a “free-for-all 
hellscape.”Twitter also recently relaxed a three-
year ban on political advertising in a continued 
policy shift. At the start of this year, Twitter cut 
about 40 of its data scientists and engineers 
working in advertising, the Information reported 
earlier this month.

New Delhi. India`s foreign exchange reserves rose by 
USD whopping USD 10.417 billion to USD 572.0 
billion in the week ending on January 13, Reserve 
Bank of India`s Bulletin Weekly Statistical 
Supplement data showed. With this sharp jump, the 
reserves hit over a five-month high.During the week 
that ended on January 6, the country`s forex reserves 
were at USD 561.583 billion, earlier data showed.

According to RBI`s latest data, India`s foreign currency 
assets, the biggest component of the forex reserves, 
rose by USD 9.078 billion to USD 505.519 
billion.Gold reserves rose by USD 1.106 to USD 
42.890 billion. Notably, at the start of last year -- 2022, 
the overall forex reserves were at about USD 633 
billion.Much of the decline can be attributed to RBI`s 
intervention and a rise in the cost of imported goods.

In October 2021, the country`s foreign exchange 
reserves reportedly touched an all-time high of about 
USD 645 billion. The forex reserves had been 
intermittently falling for months now, barring the latest 
jump, largely because of the RBI`s intervention in the 
market to defend the depreciating rupee against a 
surging US dollar.Typically, the RBI, from time to 
time, intervenes in the market through liquidity 
management, including through the selling of dollars, 
with a view to preventing a steep depreciation in the 
rupee.The RBI closely monitors the foreign exchange 
markets and intervenes only to maintain orderly 
market conditions by containing excessive volatility in 
the exchange rate, without reference to any pre-
determined target level or band, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had said in response to a 
question in recent Parliament session on whether the 
central bank has been using reserves to stem the fall in 
the Indian currency.

India's forex reserves rose 
over USD 10 bln to hit five-
month high

Leela Palace cheat 
impersonates UAE royalty, 

dupes hotel of over Rs 20 lakh

New Delhi. PSU Punjab National Bank has announced to 
launch Credit card against Fixed deposits, which 
marked as the first public sector bank to start the 
service. Customers can avail the facility to get RuPay 
or VISA credit card digitally against single or multiple 
FDs with 80% credit limit. Credit card against FDs will 
provide lounge access, exciting reward points, cash 
advance, and much more.PNB informed about the 
credit card against FDs in a tweet on the official handle. 

If you want to get more info regarding this, you can 
connect with the following numbers:Having an FD just 
got cool. Get lounge access, exciting reward points, 
cash advance and much more with Credit Card against 
Fixed Deposits!PNB offering festival bonanza

PNB Festival Bonanza offer is all set to revamp your life. 
What about you?For more information, visit: 
https://t.co/oNzSNwcKyl #Home #Car #Loan #ROI 
#NewYearPlan pic.twitter.com/9dNKxm3yJF — 
Punjab National Bank (@pnbindia) January 18, 2023

Amid the festival season, PNB is offering festival 
bonanza to kick start New year plans with zero 
processing fees and documentation charges. 
Customers can avail home loan and car loan starting 
starting at 8.55% and 8.40% interest rates respectively. 
You can visit nearest branch to get more information or 
call at PNB toll-free numbers.

New Delhi. Four of the 10 most valued firms together 
added Rs 82,480.67 crore in market valuation last 
week, with HDFC Bank and Adani Total Gas emerging 
as the top gainers. While Infosys and HDFC were the 
other gainers, Reliance Industries, Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS), ICICI Bank, Hindustan Unilever, State 
Bank of India and Life Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) faced erosion from their market valuation.

Last week, the 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex climbed 
360.59 points or 0.59 per cent. The valuation of HDFC 
Bank rallied Rs 33,432.65 crore to Rs 9,26,187.54 
crore, the most among the top-10 firms.Adani Total 
Gas, the new entrant to the coveted list, added Rs 
22,667.1 crore, taking its market valuation to Rs 
4,30,933.09 crore. HDFC's valuation jumped Rs 
17,144.18 crore to Rs 4,96,067.07 crore and that of 
Infosys climbed Rs 9,236.74 crore to Rs 6,41,921.69 

crore.However, the market capitalisation (mcap) of 
Hindustan Unilever tumbled Rs 17,246 crore to Rs 
5,98,758.09 crore. The valuation of Reliance Industries 
tanked Rs 16,676.24 crore to Rs 16,52,604.31 crore.he 
mcap of LIC went lower by Rs 8,918.25 crore to Rs 
4,41,864.34 crore and that of State Bank of India 
declined by Rs 7,095.07 crore to reach Rs 5,28,426.26 
crore. The market valuation of TCS fell by Rs 4,592.11 
crore to Rs 12,30,045 crore and that of ICICI Bank 
dipped Rs 1,960.45 crore to Rs 6,07,345.37 crore.

Reliance Industries remained the most valued domestic 
firm, followed by TCS, HDFC Bank, Infosys, ICICI 
Bank, Hindustan Unilever, State Bank of India (SBI), 
HDFC, LIC and Adani Total Gas.

The valuation of  HDFC 

Bank rallied Rs 33,432.65 

crore to Rs 9,26,187.54 

crore, the most among the 

top-10 firms

According to the report, 

expenditure incurred on these 

projects till December 2022 was 

Rs 13,45,794.16 crore, or 

54.13 per cent of the anticipated 

cost of the projects

New Delhi. A man, who impersonated as an official 
of the government of the United Arab Emirates, 
was arrested for allegedly duping a hotel in the 
national capital by fleeing without paying his 
outstanding bill worth over Rs 20 lakhs, Delhi 
Police said.The man identified as Mahamed 
Sharif (41), hailing from Karnataka's Dakshin 
Kannada, presented a fake business card and 
stayed at the hotel for nearly three months last 
year, according to the police.He fled with hotel 
valuables and without settling his outstanding 
bills causing a huge loss to the hotel worth Rs 
23,46,413.Following the incident, the police 
registered the FIR on January 14 this year at 
Sarojini Nagar police station at the complaint of 
Anupam Das Gupta who claimed to be the 
General Manager of the hotel."A case under 
sections 419/420/380 IPC was registered at PS 
Sarojini Nagar on the complaint of Anupam Das 
Gupta who alleged that he is the General 
Manager of The Leela Hotel Palace, Sarojini 
Nagar, Delhi and the accused person namely 
Mahamed Sharif stayed at The Leela Palace, New 
Delhi from 1st August 2022 and he ran off from 
the hotel on 20th November 2022 with hotel 
valuables and .
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MANCHESTER. Pep Guardiola has (season) I was not the same, in the sixth to arms will get the response he is 
hinted his glorious reign as Manchester I was not the same. I was not starving seeking with half the league season still 
City manager could be cut short if his enough. I thought 'How good I am' and to play."We are second in the table, we 
players do not respond to his rallying Madrid beat me the fifth and the are not 25 points behind Arsenal. There 
cry to halt a slip in standards.Guardiola sixth."I understand (the challenge) but are still 57 points still to play. What I 
called out his stars for lacking the I am here to do it. The chairman knows am saying is playing in this way, (there 
hunger and desire to reel in Arsenal at that. I want to be here, otherwise I don't is) no chance. We have time to 
the top of the Premier League despite sign."But if I lose the team or I lose recover," he added."I'm sorry for our 
coming from 2-0 down to beat something I cannot be here. Here haters, we will be in the history books 
Tottenham 4-2 on Thursday.The people don't wait."Arsenal hold a five- of the Premier League for what we 
Catalan coach has overseen the most point lead over Guardiola's men and have done -- (it's) undeniable.
successful spell in the club's history by have a game in hand.However, City "For many things, the consistency to play 
winning four league titles in the past could cut the gap at the top to two in a good level but that is the past. Now 
five seasons.Guardiola even extended points with victory over Wolves on our fans want the second half (against 
his contract at the Etihad to 2025 in S u n d a y  b e f o r e  A r s e n a l  h o s t  Tottenham) more often and that is what 
November, but admitted he has Manchester United at the Emirates. we have to find."Two of the key players 
personal experience of the slacking off City and Arsenal also still have to face to Arsenal's stunning start to the season 
that comes with success as a player."I each other three times this season, the came from City, but Guardiola insisted 
won four La Ligas in a row when I was first of which comes in the FA Cup he does not regret selling Gabriel Jesus 
a football player," said the former fourth round on Friday. and Oleksandr Zinchenko to the 
Barcelona midfielder."In the fifth Gunners.And Guardiola is hoping his public call 

NEWS BOX

Australian Open 2023: Sania Mirza's women's doubles 
Grand Slam career ends in 2nd round in Melbourne

Pep Guardiola could walk if Man 
City stars don't heed wake-up call

on.A 51 from captain Rohit Sharma and a hundred, it's tough to come back 
40 not out from Shubman Gill sealed the from there,” said Latham.
series for the hosts on Saturday. Shami One of the positives for New 
was adjudged as the Player of the match Zealand has been Michael 
for his performance in Raipur.Speaking Bracewell, who has tried to take on 
after the loss, as quoted by PTI, Latham the Indian bowlers in both 
said that the Indian pace duo were matches. While Bracewell failed to 
relentless in terms of their lines and repeat his heroics in Hyderabad 
lengths and gave the visitors nothing to during the second ODI, Latham 
score from. was impressed by what he 

“Anytime that Siraj and Shami are in the saw."Everyone has their plans and 
side - they're obviously quality bowlers the approach they would like to go 
and as I said they were both relentless in with and obviously Brace is an 

Zealand batters after Rohit Sharma had terms of the lines and lengths they bowled attacking player. He plays at his best 
put them into bat, Latham said that the and they gave us nothing to score when he takes the game on and for him he 
aim was to build partnerships, which they from.""Fortunately for them, it was their obviously thought that was the best 
ultimately failed to do. The skipper said day and unfortunately for us, we weren't option in terms of how to play."
that it is tough to make a comeback when able to absorb enough pressure and put “The way he came out and the intent he New Delhi.  New Zealand skipper Tom the team is bundled out for just over that back on them." said Latham.“When showed was outstanding. So, for us, I'm Latham said Mohammed Shami and hundred runs.“I think just build you get bowled out for just over a 100 sure he would have liked to go a little bit Mohammed Siraj were relentless in terms partnerships. That's something we pride obviously makes things pretty difficult. longer. But, as I said, everyone has got of the lines and lengths they bowled in the ourselves on as a batting unit - building Unfortunately it was just one of those their own plans and the approaches they second ODI as India won the match by partnerships and obviously at the top, we days where everything India did turned like to play with."“For us, it's just about eight wickets.The Indian bowlers had a weren't able to do that. “Mitch (Santner) their way and that's the game of cricket we trying to adapt to conditions as quick as field day as they ran through the New and Michael Bracewell managed to build play. Fingers crossed that we can turn possible. We got another opportunity in a Zealand batting lineup with relative ease. a little partnership, and then Glenn things around in the next game." couple of days' time. Hopefully, we can The Kiwis were 15 for five at one stage as (Phillips) and Santner did the same but as 

When asked about the mindset of the New adapt as quick as possible,” said Latham.Shami and Siraj did all the damage early I said when you're bowled out for a 

IND vs NZ: Mohammed Shami and Mohammed Siraj were 
relentless in terms of lines and lengths, says Tom Latham

famous forehand flick, were 
flowing.

However, they failed to make 
use of the momentum in the 
deciding set, going down 0-3 
in no time. Sania and 
Danilina broke back and 
made it 2-3 but their level 
dropped with unforced errors 
dominating. Sania and 
Daniline made 38 unforced 
e r r o r s  i n  t h e  m a t c h ,  

UPDATED  Legendary Sania Mirza's compared to 22 from their 
women's doubles career at the Grand opponents.Sania, who has 
Slam events came to a disappointing won 3 women's doubles 
end on Sunday, January 2022 as she Grand Slam titles, will be 
lost in the 2nd round of the Australian hoping to win her 7th major second-round match.Sania, who had Open 2023. Sania and her partner Anna title but it will not be an easy ask for her announced that the Australian Open Danilina were shown the door in the and Bopanna in mixed doubles.would be her final Grand Slam 2nd round by the unseeded pairing of SRIRAM AND JEEVAN OUSTEDappearance before she hangs up her Anhelina Kalinina and Alison Van 

Earlier in the day, India's Sriram Balaji boots in February after a WTA 1000 Uytvanck in a thriller.Sania Mirza and 
and Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan were tournament in Dubai, will be in action Anna Danilina, the 8th seeds, lost 4-6, 
ousted in the men's doubles second on Tuesday in mixed doubles second 6-4, 2-6 in 2 hours and a minute on 
round. The alternate entry pair lost 4-6, round along with her compatriot Court 7 at Melbourne Park.
4-6 to French duo of Jeremy Chardy Rohan Bopanna.Sania and Danilina The disappointment of having missed and Fabrice Martin in the 2nd round on were in trouble as they were a set and 0-out on chances was evident on Sania's Sunday.It was a disappointing result, 3 down. However, the 8th seeds fought face as the star player exited the court. considering Balaji and Srirram had back, winning 4 games on the trot. There was great support for Sania and beaten the fifth seed pair of Ivan Dodig Sania found her mojo back and the her partner who failed to hold their and Austin Krajicek in the first round.forehand winners, including the nerve in crunch moments in the 

Prefer playing matches over practice: Mohammed Shami 
on workload management during World Cup year

and was adjudged the player of the 
match.Shami said that the wicket in 
Raipur was damp but it was 
important to keep a good line and 
length and all the bowlers were 
disciplined on the day. The pacer 
claimed that the conditions weren't 
overtly bowler friendly."It was a 
damp wicket, but it was important to 
keep good line and length. All the 
bowlers were disciplined and the 
result is for all to see."

"Conditions were not as good as it 
seemed. They got out early but 
conditions were not overtly bowler 
friendly. We dismissed them cheaply 
by bowling a testing length," said 
Shami.When asked about being the 

New Delhi.  India pacer Mohammed Shami senior bowler in the team, he said he 
has suggested that he prefers playing always takes to his bowling partners 
matches over practice during the World and that's the role he is taking at the 
Cup year as the team prepares for the big moment."As far as I am concerned, I 
event in October.The World Cup will be always talk to the bowler. I know he 
held in India as Rohit Sharma and Co look is putting in the effort but, at times, that he would prefer playing matches over for a big event. Load is being managed to regain the trophy. Earlier in the month, you don't get the desired results and that practice and further commented that he and it is being managed properly."the BBCI had said that the National can improve if you talk to your bowling hopes the main players will stay in a good "I just hope the main players stay in a good Cricket Academy would work in tandem partner. That is the role I like to play when zone ahead of the big ICC event. zone (ahead of the World Cup)," said with the IPL franchises to monitor the I am bowling."My role hasn't changed 

"I always prefer playing matches over Shami.The India pacer was the architect fitness of the "targeted" players for the since I have come into the team (laughs). 
practice. It is always better to play of the team's eight-wicket win over New ODI World Cup in October-November The only thing is to keep working on the 
maximum number of games to get ready Zealand on Saturday in the second ODI this year.Shami, as quoted by PTI, said fitness and diet," said Shami.

New Delhi.The general council meeting of the 
Wrestling Federation of India, which was slated for 
Sunday, January 22 has been canceled. WFI president 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, who would temporarily 
step aside after the protest by top wrestlers against the 
federation and its chief, had said that the allegations 
would be discussed in the meeting, which was set to 
be held in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh.The development 
comes after the Sports Ministry on Saturday formed 
an 'Oversight committee' to probe the allegations 
leveled by a section of the wrestlers, including Vinesh 
Phogat, Bajrang Punia, Sakshi Malik, Anshu Malik 
and Ravi Kumar Dahiya.The oversight committee 
will probe the allegations against the WFI and its 
president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and also take 
over the daily functioning of the federation until the 
probe is completed. Sports Minister Anurag Thakur 
confirmed on Saturday that Brij Bhushan would step 
aside until the probe is completed.Notably, the 
wrestlers agreed to end their protest after the Sports 
Ministry assured action and detailed probe into the 
allegations. The wrestlers had two rounds of meeting 
with Sports Minister Anurag Thakur at his residence 
on Friday.On Saturday, the WFI denied all 
allegations, including sexual harassment, leveled 
against its president, Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, 
claiming that "there is no scope for arbitrariness and 
mismanagement" in the sports body.Earlier, Thakur, 
while addressing a press conference at his Delhi 
residence during the early hours of Saturday, 
announced the constitution of an oversight committee 
to probe the allegations levelled against the Wrestling 
Federation of India (WFI) and assured that justice 
would prevail in four weeks.“Considering the 
demands of the sportspersons, we have decided to 
constitute an oversight committee, whose names will 
be announced tomorrow. The investigation will be 
completed in the next four weeks, wherein all the 
allegations levelled will be thoroughly probed to take 
a final decision,” Anurag Thakur said.Thakur also 
said that WFI chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh would 
step aside till the probe ends.“The committee will see 
all the day-to-day workings till the investigation 
completes, and till then Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh 
will step aside and cooperate with the investigation,” 
he said.

Wrestlers vs WFI: 
Federation's general body 
meeting in Ayodhya cancelled 
after Sports Ministry's 
oversight committee

Australian Open 2023: Coco 
Gauff ousted in 4th round, 
Jelena Ostepenko sets up 

quarters clash with Rybakina
 Melbourne. Former French Open champion 

Jelena Ostapenko put on a stunning show of 
aggressive tennis to oust 7th seed and one of the 
title favorites Coco Gauff in the women's singles 
4th round at Australian Open 2023 on Sunday, 
January 22. Ostapenko defeated Gauff in straight 
sets - 7-5, 6-3 to storm into the quarter-finals.One 
of the most anticipated potential fixtures - Iga 
Swiatek vs Coco Gauff, will not take place as 
both the star players were shown the door on 
Sunday. World No. 1 Iga was beaten in straight 
sets by reigning Wimblecon champion Elena 
Rybakina.Jelena Ostapenko came out all guns 
firing in her 4th round match against Coco Gauff, 
converting all her 3 break points across 2 sets. 
Notably, Ostapenko was hitting her forehand 
winners with some pace and also mixed it up well 
to take the teenager by surprise.Ostapenko 
converted her frst match point and acknowledged 
the applause from the Margaret Court Arena 
crowd.Coco Gauff was expected to have a 

breakthrough year after having reached the final 
of the French Open and the quarter-final at US 
Open last year. She had begun the year well, by 
winning the ABS Classic WTA 250 tournament 
in Auckland in the lead-up to the Australian 
Open.However, the 18-year-old was undone by 
the power of Ostapenko, who will face Rybakina 
in the quarter-final.Gauff was looking dejected 
as she exited the Australian Open after having 
made a strong start to her campaign at Melbourne 
Park.

Latvian Ostapenko has struggled to reach the 
heights that she managed after her French Open 
victory in 2017. The 25-year-old will only hope a 
deep run in the Australian Open will put her back 
in contention for Grand Slams in the future.

Mohammed Shami has said he 
would prefer playing matches 
than practice when asked 
about managing his workload 
during the ODI World Cup 
year. Shami helped India 
defeat New Zealand on 
Saturday in Raipur.

ZAustralian Open 2023: Sania 
Mirza played her last women's 
doubles match at Grand Slams 
on Sunday as she and her 
partner Anna Danilina were 
knocked out in the 2nd round 
in Melbourne Park.

Premier League: Newcastle stretch 
unbeaten run in draw at Palace

Australian Open 2023: Iga 
Swiatek crashes out in fourth 
round after 6-4, 6-4 loss to 
Elena Rybakina

LONDON. Newcastle United extended their unbeaten 
Premier League run to a club record 15 matches and 
kept a sixth successive clean sheet despite being held 
to a 0-0 draw at Crystal Palace on Saturday.

The point from a disappointing clash was enough for 
Newcastle to move back into third place in the 
standings above Manchester United, who play Arsenal 
on Sunday.Eddie Howe's side dominated in the first 
half with Joelinton twice having good chances, but 
they struggled to open up a dogged Palace side after the 
break at Selhurst Park.Palace, who lost talisman 
Wilfried Zaha to a hamstring injury in the second half, 
came close when Jean-Philippe Mateta drew a great 
save from Newcastle keeper Nick Pope.In the end a 
draw was just about a fair result with Newcastle 
moving to 39 points from 20 games, ahead of 
Manchester United on goal difference. Palace stay 
12th with 24 points.It was a frustrating evening for 
Newcastle who will feel it was two points dropped in 
their quest for a top-four finish.They enjoyed the lion's 
share of possession and carved out most of the few 
clear chances on offer but lacked the cutting edge in 
their sixth 0-0 draw of the season.Palace were worthy 
of a point as they continued a tricky run of fixtures 
which included a draw with Manchester United in 
midweek."We knew it would be difficult at Palace but 
maybe it was a missed opportunity, but it's a good point 
coming here," Newcastle right back Kieran Trippier 
said.Newcastle were impressive in the early stages 
with Miguel Almiron volleying wide from a good 
position.Joelinton twice failed to get enough power in 
shots to beat Vicente Guaita as Palace sat deep, while 
the visitors had a let-off just before halftime when 
Palace's Chris Richards headed over.

 New Delhi World No.1 Iga Swiatek's march in the 
Australian Open came to a screeching halt on Sunday 
as she was defeated 6-4, 6-4 by Elena Rybakina in the 
fourth round.Rybakina seemed to be in the groove as 
Swiatek was left shellshocked by the Kazakhstani star's 
performance at the Rod Laver Arena on Sunday. The 
reigning Wimbledon Champion progressed into the 
next round of the grand slam in an hour and a 
half.Aiming for her second straight quarterfinal 
appearance in Melbourne, Swiatek couldn't find a way 
past Rybakina's power in the first set. The World No.1 
was given a code violation by the chair umpire for 
taking too long between warming up and starting the 
match. This may have affected the 21-year-old as 
Rybakina came back from 40-0 to go a break up in the 
very first game.Swiatek then squandered the chance to 
break back in the second game. She did, however, make 
it 2-2. But the Kazakhstani star would restore her lead 
to 4-3 and held her next two service games and sealed 
the first set with an ace.The World No.1 came out of the 
blocks quickly in the second set and raced to a 3-0 lead, 
much to the happiness of her fans. However, the joy 
was short-lived as Rybakina mounted an incredible 
comeback to make it 3-3 as the Rod Laver Arena was on 
its feet.The 23-year-old would pile on the pressure on 
Swiatek and went on to expose her movement in the 
second set and converted her third break point to take a 
5-4 lead.Rybakina would then complete a fine day's 
work by serving out the final game and won the match 
6-4, 6-4 to progress into the next round. ThThe reigning 
Wimbledon Champion had 11 winners in the second set 
of the match. She will now face the winner of the match 
between Jelena Ostapenko and Coco Gauff.

ZNew Zealand skipper Tom Latham 
said that Mohammed Shami and 
Mohammed Siraj were relentless 
in terms of their lines and lengths 
and didn't give the visitors any 
scoring opportunities. Shami was 
the player of the match as India 
wrapped up the series in Raipur 
on Sunday.
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